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Pakistan  in  Crisis  After  Bhutto  Assassination 

DECEMBER  30— With  Pakistan  in 
turmoil  over  the  assassination  of  Bena- 
zir Bhutto,  the  U.S.  imperialist  rulers 
are  scrambling  to  shore  up  their  long- 
time client  state,  a key  ally  in  Washing- 

Down  With  Bush,  Democrats’ 
“War  on  Terror”! 

unuiio  reiurneo  to  raxisian  in  wcio- 
ber  expecting  to  serve  as  prime  minis- 
ter after  elections  on  January  8 while 
Musharraf  would  continue  as  president. 

Daughter  of  PPP  founder  Zulfiqar 
Ali  Bhutto  and  heir  to  Pakistan’s  most 

many  in  Pakistan  have  accused  the 
military  regime  of  Pervez  Musharraf  of 
easing  the  way  for — or  engineering — 
the  December  27  attack,  the  government 
has  pointed  the  finger  at  an  alleged 
A1  Qaeda  leader  (who  denied  respon- 
sibility). The  attack  came  some  two 
months  after  Bhutto  survived  an  earlier 
suicide  bombing,  hours  after  her  return 
to  the  country,  that  killed  more  than  150 
people.  The  day  after  Bhutto’s  killing, 
troops,  many  with  shoot-to-kill  orders, 
were  dispatched  throughout  Pakistan  to 
quell  rioting  by  supporters  of  Bhutto 

and  her  Pakistan  People’s  Party  (PPP).  opposition  inside  the  bourgeois  estab- 

The  White  House  quickly  convened  lishmcnt,  particularly  from  the  Pak- 
a top-level  meeting  of  foreign  policy  istapi  judiciary  and  legal  profession 

advisers,  fearing  that  “continued  insta-  Washington,  having  showered  Mushar- 

jility  eventually  will  .spill  over  and  raf  with  nearly  $10  billion  in  aid  since 

intensify  the  fighting  in  Afghanistan”  September  2001,  had  become  con- 

{Washingion  Post,  29  December  2007).  vinced  that  Bhutto  was  key  to  stabiliz- 
The  Musharraf  regime  has  become  ing  their  crucial  nuclear-armed  ally, 
increasingly  unpopular  and  beset  by  U.S.  rulers  brokered  a deal  in  which 

powerful  political  dynasty,  Benazir 
Bhutto  had  served  her  imperialist  mas- 
ters twice  before  as  prime  minister.  Her 
rule  was  so  corrupt  that  her  husband 
was  widely  known  as  “Mr.  10  Percent" 
for  his  rake-offs  of  government  con- 
tracts. Her  father,  who  had  served  as 
president  and  prime  minister,  was  exe- 
cuted in  1979  by  an  earlier  military 
dictatorship.  Now.  as  a New  York  Times 
(28  December  2007)  editorial  states. 

U.S.  Out  of  Afghanistan,  Iraq! 

“Ms,  Bhutto’s  death  leaves  the  Bush 
administration  with  no  visible  strategy 
continued  on  page  5 

Torture,  Lies  and  Videotape 


Revelations  that  in  2005  the 
CIA  destroyed  hundreds  of  hours 
of  videotapes  documenting  water- 
boarding  and  other  torture  of  de- 
tainees have  once  again  shone  a 
spotlight  on  the  barbarism  and 
depravity  that  define  U.S.  impe- 
rialism. From  Bagram  in  Afghan- 
istan and  Abu  Ghraib  in  Iraq  to 
Guantdnamo  Bay.  Cuba  and  the 
CIA’s  "black  site”  secret  prisons 
in  Europe,  countless  detainees 
caught  in  the  web  of  the  "global 
war  on  terror"  have  been  tortured 
and  disappeared. 

The  latest  scandal  has  touched 
off  the  usual  round  of  hypocrit- 
ical words  of  censure  by  Con- 
gressional Democrats  along  with 
multiple  "investigations”  from 
Capitol  Hill  to  Langley,  Virginia. 

A number  of  Democrats  have 
spouted  off  about  how  water- 
boarding violates  American  "val- 
ues.” In  fact.  Congressional  lead- 
ers have  been  repeatedly  briefed 
by  the  CIA.  In  September  2002, 
top  Republican  and  Democratic 
Congressmen,  including  current  House 
Speaker  Nancy  Pelosi.  were  given  a “vir- 
tual tour"  by  the  CIA  of  its  detention 
sites,  along  with  descriptions  of  water- 
boarding and  other  "enhanced  interroga- 
tion" methods.  The  purpose  of  the  various 
inquiries  is  to  cover  up  the  extent  of  the 
crimes  of  U.S.  imperialism  and  to  refur- 
bish its  “democratic”  credentials.  The 
"war  on  terror”  is  thoroughly  bipartisan, 
whatever  the  occasional  tactical  differ- 
ences between  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  parties  of  capitalism. 

CIA  torture  is  no  aberration  but  is 
just  as  much  a part  of  the  fabric  of  the 
capitalist-imperialist  system  as  the  car- 
nage in  U.S. -occupied  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan and  the  barbaric  death  penalty  and 
racist  police  terror  “at  home."  What  has 
changed  since  the  September  1 1 attacks 
is  that  the  government  has  imposed  a 
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Detainee  from  Afghanistan  at  U.S.  Guantanamo  torture  center  being  transported 
interrogation,  2002. 


broad  array  of  new  repressive  measures — 
from  armed  forces  patrolling  subway  sys- 
tems and  enhanced  presidential  powers 
to  domestic  surveillance  and  indefinite 
detention  of  "unlawful  enemy  combat- 
ants”— in  the  name  of  the  "war  on  terror." 
with  the  populace  expected  to  accept  all 
this  as  the  new  norm.  And  in  this  climate, 
bourgeois  politicians  openly  and  ghoul- 
ishly  debate  what  torture  techniques  are 
acceptable.  What  used  to  be  kept  under 
wraps  is  now  being  made  legal. 

Attorney  General  Michael  Mukasey. 
whose  appointment  was  secured  by  Sen- 
ate Democrats,  pointedly  refused  to  say 
that  waterboarding  constituted  torture 
during  his  confirmation  hearings.  This  is 
a sure  sign,  as  if  any  were  necessary,  that 
the  tape-shredding  “investigations"  by 
the  Justice  Department  and  the  CIA  will 
amount  to  a whitewash,  with  the  detain- 
ees left  in  the  hands  of  their  torturers. 

Some  of  the  hundreds  of  Guantanamo 
detainees  who  have  endured  years  of  hell- 
ish imprisonment  recently  appealed  to 
the  courts  to  review  their  cases  on  the 
grounds  that  evidence  against  them  was 


extricated  through  torture.  In  response. 
U.S.  District  Judge  Henry  H.  Kennedy 
indicated  on  December  21  that  he  may 
wait  for  the  results  of  the  investigations. 
In  October,  a prosecutor  in  the  2003  trial 
of  detainee  Zacarias  Moussaoui  wrote 
that  the  government  had  made  "factual 
errors"  when  it  denied  that  the  CIA  pos- 
sessed tapes  of  sessions  during  which 
detainees  were  grilled.  The  destruction 


of  videotapes  occurred  as  de- 
tainees’ cases  were  finally  begin- 
ning to  move  through  the  courts. 

The  U.S.  has  swept  up  "terror 
suspects”  and  sent  them  to  tor- 
ture and  death  in  Syria.  Israel. 
Pakistan.  Egypt  and  eLsewhere. 
Despite  foreign  policy  differ- 
ences with  Washington,  the  Ger- 
man government,  which  opposed 
the  U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq,  as  well 
as  Italy  and  other  countries  have 
been  willing  agents  in  the  CIA’s 
"rendition"  program,  providing 
intelligence  services  and,  in  Ger- 
many’s case,  airstrips  for  CIA 
operations- 

Democrats:  The  Other 
Party  of  U.S.  Imperialism 

The  affair  of  the  CIA  tapes 
is  one  more  embarrassment  for 
the  capitalist  ruling  class,  which 
increasingly  sees  the  acts  of  the 
Bush  administration  as  harmful 
for  to  its  interests.  In  early  Decem- 
ber, the  administration  took 
another  blow  when  the  intelli- 
gence findings  behind  its  accusations 
that  Iran  was  developing  nuclear  weap- 
ons— on  the  road  to  "World  War  III”  no 
less — were  revealed  to  be  a pack  of  lies. 
A new  National  Intelligence  Estimate 
summary  stated  that  Iran  had  stopped 
working  toward  a nuclear  weapon  in 
2003.  Being  caught  out  in  this  fabrica- 
tion did  not  cause  the  White  House  to 
coniinued  on  page  4 
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Chicago  Holiday  Appeal  Speech 


'Uoin  Us  in  the 
Fight  for  a 
Socialist  Future!” 


FREE  AU  cuss- VAB 
PRISONERS- 
THEIR  FIGHT  IS  OUR 
FIGHT' 


f*t»l  MLX 


riDinCMiiientllwtssM 


PARTISAN  DEFENSE 
COMUmEE 


We  reprint  below,  edited  for  publication, 
remarks  by  Spartacist  League  speaker 
Paula  Daniels  at  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  Holiday  Appeal  fur  class-war 
prisotiers,  held  on  December  9 in  Chicago. 

There  is  a long,  honorable  tradition  in 
the  communisji  movement  of  coming  to 
the  aid  of  our,  class  brothers  and  sisters 
who  are  imprisoned  because  of  their 
actions,  their  beliefs,  their  convictions  in 
the  fight  agairtst  this  racist,  capitalist  sys- 
tem in  which  we  live.  James  Cannon,  a 
founding  leader  of  the  American  Commu- 
nist and  later  Trotskyist  movement  in  this 
country  worked  to  instill  that  tradition. 


and  we  of  the  Spartacist  League  proudly 
continue  this  work  as  an  integral  part  of 
building  the  revolutionary  party.  Those  of 
you  who  are  familiar  with  us  and  the 
work  we  do  know  that  we  fight  to  instill 
this  class  consciousness  at  every  opportu- 
nity that  we  can.  We  and  our  supporters 
work  to  educate  and  explain  our  revolu- 
tionary program  whenever  and  wherever 
we  intervene.  Whether  it's  the  campuses, 
the  unions,  at  demonstrations,  at  news- 
paper sales.  We  stand  firm  that  the  only 
way  out  of  this  hellish,  racist  system  is  to 
fight  for  what  is  ours.  To  win  that  fight 
we  need  a steeled,  revolutionary  party. 


our  own  party,  whose  goal  is  to  fight 
for  proletarian  revolution  and  establish  a 
workers  government.  For  without  our  own 
government  we  will  always  be  slaves  for 
capital. 

The  ancient  Chinese  general.  Sun  Tzu, 
said  once.  "Know  thy  enemy."  and  1 
always  find  that  a very  useful  quote  in 
election  years.  Already,  we  are  subjected 
to  an  onslaught  by  the  Democratic  Party 
hopefuls,  each  trying  to  paint  themselves 
as  a mechanism  for  change.  Don’t  buy 
it!  When  you  get  down  to  it.  no  matter 
how  brutal,  vicious  and  racist  the  Bush 
administration  is — and  they  are  plenty 
nasty  without  doubt — the  Democrats  can 
never  and  will  never  be  a real  or  qualita- 
tive alternative  for  the  simple  reason  that 
they  share  the  same  fundamental  goal, 
which  is  the  maintenance  of  capitalist 
society.  In  reality,  our  "choice"  consists 
of  a feW  candidates  from  each  party,  who 
are  handpicked  by  the  bourgeoisie  as  reli- 
able contenders  to  oversee  capitalist  rule. 
They  are  thrown  to  the  public  in  the  gen- 
eral election,  and  voters  are  then  sup- 
posed to  fed  like  we  have  some  kind  of 
choice  over  who  governs. 

But  there’s  a hitch — because  exploita- 
tion. racism,  military  occupation  and  the 
shredding  of  our  democratic  rights  are 
still  going  to  be  a reality  no  matter  who 
wins  the  elections  next  November.  Vladi- 
mir Lenin,  leader  of  the  1917  Russian 
October  Revolution,  captured  bourgeois 
elections  very  nicely  when  he  pointed 
out  that  even  in  the  most  democratic 
bourgeois  societies  the  workers  simply 
“decide  once  every  few  years  which  mem- 
ber of  the  ruling  class  is  to  repress  and 
crush  the  people  through  parliament.”  A lot 
of  people  might  say.  "It's  the  lesser  evil.  We 
have  to  vote  for  the  lesser  evil.”  But  you 
know  what?  To  accept  the  road  of  lesser- 
evilism  is  to  concede  defeat  on  their  terms. 
It’s  to  reject  the  fight  for  working-class 
power.  That’s  lesser-evilism.  1 prefer  the 
quote  of  Mercutio  in  Romeo  and  Juliet:  "A 
plague  on  both  your  houses!" 

Barack  Obama  and  Hillary  Clinton  are 
the  lesser  evil  du  jour,  this  time  around. 
That’s  who  we  have.  But  let’s  talk  about 
them  specifically.  Obama  is  backed  by 
the  racist  Daley  machine  in  Chicago.  He 
tells  us  there  is  no  “black  and  white 
America”!  Who  really  believes  that?  He 
refuses  to  rule  out  thermonuclear  attack 
on  Iran  and  supports  some  of  the  most 
draconian,  anti-immigrant  measures,  like 
building  a 700-mile  fence  along  the 
Mexican  border.  That’s  one  lesser  evil. 

The  other  is  Hillary  Clinton.  Transit 
workers  should  remember  her  opposition 
to  the  very  powerful  but  very  brief  NYC 
transit  strike  in  December  2005,  As  a 
"lesser  evil”  she  voted  to  authorize  the 
Iraq  war  and  is  a staunch  supporter  of  the 
death  penalty.  She’s  a very  vociferous 
member  of  the  anti-China  forces  on  Capi- 
tol Hill,  spewing  poisonous  protectionism 
and  determined  to  facilitate  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  China.  China  is  the 
new  "evil  empire"  because,  like  the  ex- 
Soviei  Union.  China  is  not  capitalist.  The 
1949  Chinese  Revolution  must  be  un- 
conditionally. militarily  defended  against 
both  imperialism  abroad  and  counter- 
revolution internally.  Integral  to  that 
defense  is  a proletarian  political  revolu- 


Twenty-second  annual  Holiday  Appeal 
at  the  United  Electrical  Hall  in  Chi- 
cago, December  9. 


tion  to  oust  the  ruling  Chinese  Com- 
munist Party  bureaucracy  and  install  the 
rule  of  workers  and  peasants  soviets. 
Why  do  we  say  protectionism  is  poison- 
ous? Because  it  creates  a phony  scape- 
goat, because  it  undermines  international 
working-class  solidarity,  and  most  of  all 
it  alibis  those  who  truly  are  responsi- 
ble. the  real  forces  responsible  for  un>- 
employment  and  misery,  which  is  the 
profit-hungry  capitalist  class!  Yet  the 
AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  embraces  protec- 
tionism precisely  because  they  are  politi- 
cally bankrupt. 

This  year  marks  the  90th  anniversary 
of  the  Russian  Revolution,  the  only  work- 
ers revolution  that  ushered  in  a workers 
government,  put  the  working  class  in 
power.  Despite  the  fall  of  the  USSR  in 
1991-92  and  the  deep  retrogression  of 
political  consciousness  that  has  deepened 
since  then,  the  task  of  fighting  for  new 
Octobers  remains  our  primary  task.  In 
fact,  it  is  more  urgent  than  ever  as  Ameri- 
can imperialism  has  gained  renewed 
impetus  in  the  fall  of  the  Soviet  degen- 
erated workers  state — gained  renewed 
impetus  in  its  pursuit  to  maintain  military 
domination  internationally,  all  the  while 
grinding  down  working  people,  the  poor 
and  oppressed  here  at  home.  As  capitalist 
counterrevolution  swept  through  East  and 
Central  Europe  and  the  USSR,  we  stood 
at  our  posts  from  Berlin  to  Moscow,  throw- 
ing our  forces  into  the  struggle  to  defend 
the  endangered  workers  states.  In  sharp 
contrast,  the  bulk  of  our  leftist  opponents, 
such  as  the  International  Socialist  Organi- 
zation. mimicked  their  own  bourgeoisie 
in  hailing  capitalist  counterrevolution, 
unable  and  unwilling  to  recognize  and  see 
the  precious  gains  that  were  lost  for  the 
international  working  class. 

James  Cannon  put  it  eloquently  when 
he  pointed  out  that  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion put  flesh  on  the  bones  of  the  program 
of  revolution.  It  showed  us  how  the  work- 
ing class  can  take  power  by  reorganiz- 
ing the  social  system.  It  proved  the  supe- 
riority of  a nationalized  and  planned 
economy  over  the  profit-driven  anarchy 
of  capitalist  production.  Though  not  an 
easy  task,  we  know  how  to.  and  more 
importantly,  we  know  that  we  can  do 
what  must  be  done.  So  I invite  you  to  join 
us!  To  crib  from  class-war  prisoner  Ed 
Poindexter,  we're  looking  for  some  peo- 
ple with  fire  in  their  bellies.  1 invite 
you  to  join  us  in  the  struggle  to  free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  and  all  class-war  pris- 
oners. join  us  in  the  fight  against  racist 
oppression  and  join  us  in  the  fight  for  a 
socialist  future.  ■ 
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Bourgeois  Democracy  and 
Proletarian  Revolution 

Writing  at  the  close  of  World  War  I.  Bol- 
shevik leader  V.  I.  Lenin  exposed  bourgeois 
democracy  as  a cover  for  brutal  exploitation 
and  oppression,  a facade  to  conceal  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  bourgeoisie. 

Marx  and  Engels  in  their  last  joint  preface 
to  the  Communist  Manifesto  (in  1 872)  consid- 
ered it  necessary  specially  to  warn  the  work- 
ers that  the  proletariat  cannot  simply  lay  hold 
of  the  ready-made  (that  is.  the  bourgeois)  state 
machine  and  wield  it  for  its  own  purpose,  that  it  must  smash  it,  break  it  up.... 

It  is  sheer  mockery  of  the  working  and  exploited  people  to  speak  of  pure  democ- 
racy, of  democracy  in  general,  of  equality,  freedom  and  universal  rights  when  the 
workers  and  all  working  people  are  ill-fed.  ill-clad,  ruined  and  worn  out  not  only  as  a 
result  of  capitali'k't  wage-slavery,  but  as  a consequence  of  four  years  of  predatory  war. 
while  the  capitalists  and  profiteers  remain  in  possession  of  the  "property”  usurped  by 
them  and  the  ’*ready-made”  apparatus  of  state  power.  This  is  tantamount  to  trampling 
on  the  basic  truths  of  Marxism  which  has  taught  the  workers:  you  must  take  advantage 
of  bourgeois  democracy  which,  compared  with  feudalism,  represents  a great  historical 
advance,  but  not  for  one  minute  must  you  forget  the  bourgeois  character  of  this 
"democracy,”  its  historically  conditional  and  limited  character.  Never  share  the  "super- 
stitious belief"  in  the  "state”  and  never  forget  that  the  state  even  in  the  most  demo- 
cratic republic,  and  not  only  in  a monarchy,  is  simply  ^machine  for  the  suppression  of 
one  class  by  another. 

The  bourgeoisie  are  compelled  to  be  hypocritical  and  to  describe  as  "popular  govern- 
ment" or  democracy  in  general,  or  pure  democracy,  the  {bourgeois)  democratic  repub- 
lic which  is.  in  practice,  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie,  the  dictatorship  of  the 
exploiters  over  the  working  people.... 

The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  alone  can  emancipate  humanity  from  the  oppres- 
sion of  capital,  from  the  lies,  falsehood  and  hypocrisy  of  bourgeois  democracy — 
democracy /or  the  rich — and  establish  democracy /or  the  poor,  that  is.  make  the  bless- 
ings of  democracy  really  accessible  to  the  workers  and  poor  peasants,  whereas  now 
(even  in  the  mo.st  democratic — bourgeois — republic)  the  blessings  of  democracy  are.  in 
fact,  inaccessible  to  the  vast  majority  of  working  people. 

— V.  I.  Lenin.  “'Democracy'  and  Dictatorship”  (December  1918) 
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John  White  Must  Go  Free! 


Convicted  for  Defending 
Family  Against  Racist  Attack 


John  White  with 
his  wife,  Sonia, 
arriving  at 
courtroom  in 
Riverhead, 

Long  Island,  on 
November  27. 


In  a trial  recalling  Southern  Jim  Crow 
"justice John  White,  a black  54-year- 
old  con,struction  foreman,  was  convicted 
of  manslaughter  in  Suffolk  County.  New 
York,  for  defending  his  home  and  family 
from  a mob  of  five  white  youth  spewing 
racist  epithets  and  threatening  to  kill  his 
son.  He  was  also  convicted  of  possessing 
an  unlicensed  gun.  John  White  faces  up 
to  15  years  in  prison  after  the  December 
23  verdict,  a travesty  that  tramples  on  the 
elementary  right  of  self-defense. 

White  thought  he  had  found  his  dream 
home  in  the  mainly  white  town  of  Miller 
Place  in  suburban  Long  Island,  But  Suf- 
folk County  is  notorious  for  its  segre- 
gation and  racist  violence,  including  by 
the  Klan.  against  black  people  and  immi- 
grants. On  9 August  2006,  White’s  19- 
year-old  son  Aaron  was  driven  out  of  a 
party  after  a while  girl  spread  a story, 
which  she  admitted  at  trial  was  an  inter- 
net hoax,  that  he  had  threatened  to  rape 
her.  Seizing  on  the  claim  of  rape,  which 
has  always  been  a rallying  cry  for  rac- 
ist lynch-mob  terror.  17-year-old  Daniel 
Cicciaro  Jr.  and  his  drunken  crew  drove 
up  to  White's  home  in  two  cars,  revving 
their  engines  and  shining  their  headlights. 

With  Cicciaro  threatening  him  on  his 
cellphone,  the  terrified  Aaron  woke  his 
father,  putting  the  phone  on  speaker  as 
Cicciaro  howled.  “Come  out  of  your 
house  you  n — r.  I’m  going  to  kill  you." 
John  White  grabbed  his  pistol  and  ran 
out  of  the  house.  The  five  thugs,  one  of 
them  with  a baseball  bat,  surrounded  him 
on  the  driveway  and  threatened  his  fam- 
ily. One  said.  "We  can  take  that  skinny 
n — r motherf— er."  When  White  turned 
back  to  his  house.  Cicciaro  lunged  for 
the  gun.  White’s  gun  went  off  acciden- 
tally, killing  Cicciaro. 

At  the  trial.  White  explained  that  his 
actions  in  defense  of  his  family  came 
from  experience.  His  pistol  had  been 
given  to  him  by  his  grandfather,  Napo- 
leon While,  who  fled  Alabama  after  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  torched  his  store  in  the 
1920s.  He  also  described  how  other 
members  of  his  family  had  been  lynched. 
He  testified  of  his  reaction  when  he  saw 
the  headlights  of  the  mob's  car  in  his 
driveway:  “In  my  family  history,  that’s 
how  the  Klan  comes.  They  pull  up.  They 
blind  you  with  their  lights.  They  bum 


your  house  down.  They  threaten  your 
family.  Thai’s  how  they  come.”  After 
moving  to  Long  Island  in  1988,  While 
said  he  had  decided  to  keep  his  grandfa- 
ther’s gun  for  protection  after  hearing 
of  another  black  family’s  house  being 
burned  down.  Not  only  most  blacks  but 
also  many  whites  feel  sympathy  for  this 
man  who  defended  his  family  and  home. 

The  Jury  that  convicted  White  was 
composed  of  eleven  whiles  and  one  black 
man.  After  four  days  of  deliberation,  they 
told  Judge  Barbara  Kahn  that  they  were 
deadlocked.  But  the  Judge  ordered  the 
Jury  to  continue  meeting  on  Saturday, 
indicating  that  she  would  order  them  to 
meet  again  on  Sunday,  two  days  before 
Christmas.  Following  the  trial.  Francois 
Larchd.  one  of  two  Jurors  who  favored 
acquittal  but  were  bullied  by  the  others, 
pointed  to  the  pressure  applied  by  the 
judge,  slating  that  Kahn  told  the  Jury 
that  a mistrial  would  only  cause  more 
pain  and  suffering  and  burden  another 
jury.  The  two  Jurors  caved  in.  White's 


lawyers  have  announced  that  they  will 
appeal. 

As  Marxists,  we  have  always  stood  for 
the  right  of  armed  self-defense  and  in 
opposition  to  gun  control  schemes,  which 
are  most  often  promoted  by  Democratic 
Party  liberals  and  black  politicians.  The 
right  to  bear  arms,  a product  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  against  British  colonial 
rule,  and  other  democratic  rights  were 
won  and  defended  through  social  strug- 
gle. In  going  after  White,  the  prosecution 
argued  that  he  introduced  a gun  into  "a 
volatile  situation” — in  essence,  blaming 
the  victim  for  the  racist  attack  he  endured. 
The  logic  of  White's  conviction  is  to  deny 
black  people  the  most  fundamental  right 
of  self-defense.  It  recalls  the  Jim  Crow 
courts  and  lynch-rope  mobs  that  targeted 
blacks  who  dared  to  defend  themselves 
against  race-terror. 

Gun  control  kills,  and  it  kills  blacks  in 
particular.  It  is  a means  to  enforce  a 
monopoly  of  violence  in  the  hands  of  the 
capitalist  state.  As  we  wrote  in  “Clinton’s 


Racist  ‘Law  and  Order’ — Defend  the 
Right  to  Bear  Arms!  No  to  Gun  Control!” 
(WV  No.  593.  4 February  1994);  “Gun 
control  leaves  guns  in  the  hands  of  cops, 
criminals  and  Klansmen  while  making 
the  country’s  black,  poor  and  working 
people  defenseless  in  the  face  of  racist 
terror  and  armed  strikebreakers.” 

In  capitalist  America,  black  self- 
defense  against  racist  terror  has  histori- 
cally been  met  with  frenzied  state  re- 
pression. The  earliest  20th-century  gun 
control  laws  were  passed  in  states  like 
South  Carolina,  Tennessee  and  Missis- 
sippi as  a way  to  disarm  blacks  in  the 
face  of  the  KKK.  In  1965,  the  New  York 
City  Council  passed  a bill  especially  to 
keep  black  militant  Malcolm  X from  car- 
rying a carbine  for  protection.  In  1967, 
the  California  legislature  banned  the 
carrying  of  a loaded  gun  after  legally 
armed  Black  Panthers  began  patrolling 
ghettos  where  police  terror  was  rampant. 
The  California  ban  was  followed  by 
nationwide  gun  control  lavls — especially 
after  the  ghetto  upheavals  that  broke  out 
following  Martin  Luther  King’s  assassi- 
nation in  1968 — pushed  by  then-attorney 
general  Ramsey  Clark  (a  current  favorite 
of  the  reformist  Workers  World  Party  and 
its  International  Action  Center). 

In  response  to  John  While’s  conviction. 
A1  Sharpton’s  National  Action  Network 
has  called  for  a “March  for  Justice”  on 
January  5.  White  has  also  received  sup- 
port from  the  Nation  of  Islam.  The  convic- 
tion of  John  White  must  be  protested.  But 
the  program  of  A1  Sharpton  and  other 
black  Democrats  such  as  Jesse  Jackson 
has  always  meant  support  for  gun  control 
laws  in  the  name  of  fighting  crime  and 
violence.  For  their  part,  the  Nation  of 
Islam  black  nationalists,  while  not  sup- 
porting gun  control,  have  echoed  the 
bourgeois  rulers’  racist  diatribes  about 
”black-on-black  crime”  and  grotesquely 
put  themselves  forward  to  help  police  the 
ghettos — for  example,  as  security  guards 
in  housing  projects — for  the  racist  killer 
cops.  It  is  in  the  name  of  the  "war  on 
crime”  and  “war  on  drugs” — long  sup- 
ported by  Sharpton  and  Jackson — that 
America’s  prisons  have  swelled  to  more 
than  two  million  people,  over  half  of 
them  black  and  Latino. 

continued  on  page  10 


Editorial  Note 

Article  Confirms:  WV  Told  the  Truth  About  KAL  007 


In  the  early  morning  of  1 September 
1983.  an  unidentified  aircraft  entered 
the  airspace  of  the  Soviet  Union,  flying 
over  sensitive  military  installations  on 
Kamchatka  Peninsula  and  the  island  of 
Sakhalin  near  Japan.  This  was  not  by 
error.  Korean  Air  Lines  (KAL)  Flight 
007,  which  was  bound  for  Seoul,  deviated 
from  its  assigned  flight  path  after  hav- 
ing refueled  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  The 
aircraft  flew  without  its  navigational 
lights,  refused  to  respond  to  repeated 
Soviet  attempts  to  contact  it  and  took 
evasive  actions.  Soviet  fighter  jet  pilots 
sent  to  intercept  the  747  believed  it 
was  a military  aircraft  (for  example  an 
E4B.  a converted  747).  After  two  and 
a half  hours  in  Soviet  airspace,  the  air- 
craft was  shot  down.  All  269  passen- 
gers and  crew  died.  In  the  midst  of 
the  U.S.  Cold  War  II  drive  against  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  stale.  Presi- 
dent Ronald  Reagan  seized  upon  the 
downing  of  the  flight  to  whip  up  anti- 
Communisi  hy.steria,  decrying  the  “act 
of  barbarism”  supposedly  committed  by 
the  Soviets  in  shooting  down  a civilian 
plane  that  had  supposedly  strayed  off 
course.  We  immediately  responded  with  an 
article  headlined  "Reagan’s  Story  Slinks!” 


(WVNo.  337,  9 September  1983). 

As  more  facts  became  known,  we 
described  how  Flight  007  was  in  fact  a 
spy  operation  designed  to  trigger  and  then 
monitor  Soviet  air  defenses,  and  its  pas- 
sengers were  victims  of  the  anti-Soviet 
war  drive  (see  our  October  1983  pamph- 
let. KAL  007:  U.S.  War  Provocation  and 
WV  articles  in  subsequent  years).  Now. 
almost  25  years  later,  the  aviation  Journal 
Ainvays  (August,  September  and  October 
2007)  has  published  a three-part  article 
titled  “Flight  KAL007;  The  Anatomy  of 
a Cover-up.”  Authors  Robert  Allardyce 
and  James  Gollin  meticulously  analyze 
the  evidence  to  show  how  the  official 
investigation  of  KAL  007  by  the  Interna- 
tional Civil  Aviation  Organization  in  1 983 
“appeared  to  have  labored  in  their  deter- 
mination not  to  explain  how  and  why  the 
747  became  so  far  off  course.”  They  con- 
clude that  the  flight  path  of  KAL  007  under 
South  Korean  captain  Chun  Byung-in  was 
deliberate; 

"We  must  thrust  aside  all  pretenses  that 
Chun  and  his  crew  were  innocently 
lost....  It  is  quite  obvious  that  Chun 
had  embarked  upon  u 'ferret*  mission 
carefully  designed  to  bring  the  Soviet 
defenses  to  the  highest  possible  state  of 
military  alert." 


In  the  aftermath,  Allardyce  and  Gollin 
write,  “the  world  teetered  on  the  brink 
of  a nuclear  holocaust.”  At  the  time,  we 
declared  in  “Reagan’s  007  War  Fever”  {WV 
No.  338,  23  September  1983)  that,  with 
much  of  the  fake  left  capitulating  to  Rea- 
gan’s counterrevolutionary  crusade,  “we 
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stand  at  our  posts,  defending  the  homeland 
of  the  October  Revolution.”  The  Spartacist 
League/Intemational  Communist  League 
fought  to  the  end  in  defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union  against  imperialism  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution.  WV  told  the  truth:  KAL 
007  was  an  anti-Soviet  war  provocation.* 
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Torture... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

skip  a beat,  with  Bush  retorting  that  Iran 
may  be  working  toward  a “covert  nuclear 
weapons  program."  Meanwhile,  both 
Democratic  and  Republican  spokesmen 
portray  Iran  as  a source  of  instability  and 
terror  in  the  Near  East.  In  the  face  of 
threats  from  the  nuclear-armed  imperial- 
ists and  their  Israeli  allies.  Iran  needs 
nuclear  weapons  to  deter  attack.  Hands 
off  Iran! 

Seizing  on  the  increasing  tribulations 
of  the  demented  Bush  gang,  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  is  pushing  to  retake  the 
White  House,  in  good  purl  to  refurbish 
U.S.  imperialism’s  “democratic"  facade. 
In  the  Democrats'  tow  is  the  reformist 
left,  who.se  protests  over  everything  from 
immigrant  rights  to  the  occupation  of 
Iraq  have  pushed  “Anybody  but  Bush" 
politics.  Typical  is  the  reformist  Revolu- 
tionary Communist  Party  (RCP).  which 
is  currently  promoting  January  1 1 pro- 
tests against  the  U.S.  torture  camp  at 
Guantdnamo. 

An  article  titled  "Torture  Scandal  & 
Fascistic  ‘New  Norms'"  in  the  RCP’s 
Kcvolitiion  (30  December  2007)  gives 
the  game  away.  First,  it  makes  the  basic 
statement  that  "the  fundamental  point  of 
departure  for  the  Democrats,  no  less  than 
the  Republicans,  is  the  interests  of  the 

U. S.  ruling  class."  The  article  then  points 
to  the  "various  tensions  and  disputes 
within  the  power  structure"  caused  by 
the  CIA  tapes  scandal  and  the  Iraq  occu- 
pation and  delivers  the  punch  line:  the 
demonstrations  can  “bring  new  momen- 
tum into  the  movement  to  drive  out  the 
Bush  regime  and  bring  thi.s  whole  pro- 
gram of  the  U.S.  rulers  to  a halt,"  When 
the  presidential  elections  last  rolled 
around,  the  RCP’s  Revolutionary  Worker 
(29  August  2004)  advised;  "Go  ahead 
and  vole  for  Kerry  if  you  feel  you  really 
have  to." 

’“Driving  out"  the  Bush  administration 
is  of  course  precisely  the  Democrats’ 
aim.  The  program  of  the  RCP  and  other 
reformists  only  serves  to  further  bind  the 
working  class,  black  people  and  radi- 
cal youth  to  the  capitalist  system.  As 

V.  I.  Lenin  wrote  in  1917  in  The  Stale 
and  Revolution:  “A  democratic  republic 
is  the  best  possible  political  shell  for 
capitalism,  and.  therefore,  once  capital 
has  gained  possession  of  this  very  best 
shell. ..it  establishes  its  power  so  securely, 
so  firmly,  that  no  change  of  persons, 
institutions  or  parties  in  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  republic  can  shake  it." 

The  government’s  deliberations  over 
waterboarding  are  a sure  sign  of  a capital- 
ist system  in  decay.  As  Eric  Weiner  noted 
in  a 29  December  2007  article  posted 
on  National  Public  Radio’s  Web  site 
("Waterboarding:  A Tortured  History"): 
"As  the  Enlightenment  swept  across 
Europe,  many  countries  banned  the  prac- 
tice.... Waterboarding  moved  under- 


k\.L \va 


Spartacists  at 
March  2002 
protest  in 
Brooklyn  against 
detention  of  Arab 
and  Muslim 
immigrants. 


ground,  but  did  not  disappear  by  any 
means.  In  fact,  it  has  experienced  some- 
thing of  a revival  in  the  20th  century." 
What  Weiner  describes  is  the  decline  of 
such  torture  methods  during  the  period 
marked  by  the  bourgeois  French  Revolu- 
tion of  1789-93  and  their  resurgence  in 
the  epoch  of  imperialism,  the  epoch  of 
capitalism’s  death  agony,  Weiner  notes 
the  use  of  waierboarding  by  Japan  in 
World  War  II.  by  U.S,  troops  in  the  Phil- 
ippines at  the  start  of  the  2()lh  century,  by 
the  French  in  Algeria  and  by  the  British  in 
Palestine  (against  both  Arabs  and  Jews)  in 
the  1930s,  and  by  others. 

The  capitalist  rulers  who  claim  the 
banner  of  “freedom”  and  “civilization" 
have  carried  out  mass  murder  and  torture 
on  an  immense  scale  in  their  drive  to 
secure  world  markets,  cheap  labor  and 
raw  materials.  American  capitalism  was 
born  on  the  backs  of  black  chattel  slaves 
and  its  rulers  carried  out  the  genocide 
of  the  Native  American  population  as 
they  expanded  their  reach  on  the  con- 
tinent. U.S.  imperialism  marked  its  en- 
trance on  the  world  scene  with  the 
Spanish-American  War  of  1898.  a time 
when  black  people  in  the  U.S.  were  being 
lynched  at  a rate  of  one  every  other  day. 
U.S.  forces  slaughtered  up  to  hajf  a mil- 
lion Filipinos  between  1899  and  1902  to 
suppress  a nationalist  uprising. 

Many  of  the  most  notorious  and  bloody 
activities  of  U.S.  imperialism  were  car- 
ried out  under  Democratic  Party  adminis- 
trations; the  A-bombing  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki  in  1945;  the  reduction  of  Korea 
to  rubble  in  the  early  1950s;  the  napaim- 
ing and  systematic  devastation  of  Viet- 
nam. along  with  torture  and  mass  murder; 
the  terror  bombing  of  Serbia  in  1999. 
U.S.  imperialism  killed  some  six  million 
people  in  its  counterrevolutionary  wars 
in  Korea  and  Vietnam.  Particularly  after 
WWll.  the  U.S.  has  supported  and 
armed  murderous  neocolonial  rulers — 
from  Mobutu  in  Zaire  (now  Democratic 
Republic  of  Congo)  to  Pinochet  in 
Chile — as  well  as  death  squads  in  Latin 
America  and  elsewhere  in  order  to  rein- 
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force  imperialist  subjugation. 

To  put  an  end  to  imperialism  and  its 
atrocities  requires  a proletarian  revolu- 
tion that  smashes  the  bourgeois  state  and 
creates  a workers  stale  with  a planned, 
collectivized  economy.  Such  a revolu- 
tion. extended  internationally,  will  create 
a world  of  abundance  in  which  torture, 
along  with  militarism  and  other  props  of 
capitalist  rule,  will  be  consigned  to  the 
dustbin  of  history.  To  mobilize  the  mul- 
tiracial American  proletariat  in  this  fight 
requires  the  leadership  of  a revolutionary 
workers  party.  Such  a party  can  be  built 
only  through  breaking  the  chains  forged 
by  the  labor  bureaucracy — and  rein- 


water  into  his  throat.  They  also  threatened 
him  with  death.  Bombarded  with  noise 
and  lights,  he  was  deprived  of  sleep 
and  became  completely  unhinged  under 
torture,  speaking  of  plots  against  every- 
thing from  shopping  malls  to  the  Brook- 
lyn Bridge.  Binyam  Muhammad,  another 
source  of  “evidence"  against  Padilla,  was 
reportedly  whipped  after  his  arrest  in 
Pakistan,  hung  from  the  ceiling  of  his  cell 
and  later  taken  to  Morocco,  where  he  was 
tortured  with  a razor. 

The  torture  of  "terror  suspects"  marked 
the  Padilla  case  from  the  beginning.  The 
source  of  the  “dirty  bomb”  tale  was 
Khalid  Shaikh  Mohammed,  allegedly 
Number  Three  in  command  of  A1  Qaeda. 
Mohammed  was  one  of  the  first  of  hun- 
dreds of  Guantanamo  detainees,  charged 
with  ab.solutely  nothing,  to  be  brought 
before  a military  "Combatant  Status 
Review”  tribunal.  There  he  “confessed" 
to  being  the  mastermind  of  the  Septem- 
ber 1 1 attacks — and  fantastical  plots  to 
assassinate  Jimmy  Carter,  Bill  Clinton, 
the  Pope,  et  al.  All  evidence  of  tor- 
ture was  blacked  out  of  transcripts  of 
Mohammed’s  testimony. 

In  an  amici  curiae  (friends  of  the  court) 
brief  submitted  on  behalf  of  Jose  Padilla, 
the  Spartacist  League  and  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  noted  that  "the 
Executive  has  imposed  martial  law  on 
Jose  Padilla,  a citizen,  on  the  pretext  of 
an  alleged  ‘war  on  terrorism’  which  is  in 
fact  not  a military  conflict  but  a political 
agenda.  This  is  an  unprecedented  asser- 
tion of  imperial  powers  by  the  President." 
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forced  by  the  reformists — that  bind  the 
proletariat  to  the  Democrats  and  the 
capitalist  order. 

Torture  U.S.A. 

A key  component  of  the  U.S.  prison- 
torture  network  is  Pakistan,  a major  out- 
post for  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan 
and  the  “global  war  on  terror"  (see  article, 
page  I ).  Under  the  Pervez  Musharraf  dic- 
tatorship. there  have  been  mass  arrests 
and  abductions  in  collaboration  with  the 
CIA,  often  for  bounties  of  thousands  of 
dollars,  with  victims  routinely  disap- 
peared or  sent  directly  to  Guantdnamo 
Bay.  One  of  those  detainees  was  Abu 
Zubaydah.  whose  2002  interrogation  with 
"severe  techniques"  (in  the  understated 
words  of  the  New  York  Times)  was  on  one 
of  the  videotapes  destroyed  by  the  CIA. 

Statements  extracted  from  Zubaydah 
played  a central  role  in  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment’s prosecution  of  Jose  Padilla,  who 
was  convicted  in  August  on  bogus  terror- 
ism "conspiracy"  charges.  Padilla  was 
originally  arrested  at  Chicago’s  O’Hare 
airport  in  May  2002  on  trumped-up 
charges  of  plotting  to  set  off  a radioactive 
"dirty  bomb"  on  U.S.  soil.  As  an  "unlaw- 
ful enemy  combatant."  Padilla  had  no 
way  to  challenge  his  imprisonment  and 
no  access  to  lawyers.  When  the  Bush 
administration  finally  brought  criminal 
charges  against  him  in  November  2005,  it 
was  to  avoid  a decision  in  the  Supreme 
Court  on  his  "unlawful  enemy  combat- 
ant" designation. 

In  its  legal  argument  against  Padilla, 
the  government  stressed  that  his  legal 
team  could  not  prove  that  Zubaydah  had 
been  tortured.  Zubaydah  had  been  shot 
during  his  capture  and  was  denied  pain- 
killers as  a method  of  torture.  Interroga- 
tors strapped  him  to  a board,  wrapped  his 
nose  and  mouth  in  cellophane  and  forced 


(The  brief  is  printed  in  Class-Struggle 
Defense  Notes  No.  31.  Summer  2CI03.) 
Warning  of  the  dangers  that  the  Padilla 
case  posed,  the  brief  noted:  "A  tool  of 
government  repression  is  to  declare  politi- 
cal opponents  of  government  policy  'ter- 
rorists.' This  defines  them  as  ‘outlaws’ 
of  civil  society,  providing  the  slate  with 
a license  to  suspend  democratic  rights, 
criminalize  political  activity  and  ulti- 
mately to  engage  in  legalized  murder."  It 
is  in  the  direct  interest  of  the  labor  move- 
ment. opponents  of  racist  repression  and 
defenders  of  civil  liberties  to  demand: 
Free  Jose  Padilla!  Free  all  the  detainees! 

Frame-ups,  spying,  police  terror  arc  the 
everyday  workings  of  the  capitalist  stale. 
The  New  York  Times  recently  reported 
that  longtime  FBI  director  J,  Edgar 
Hoover  sent  a proposal  to  Democratic 
president  Harry  S.  Truman,  just  days  after 
the  start  of  the  Korean  War  in  1950,  to 
suspend  the  right  to  habeas  corpus  and 
imprison  some  12.000  Americans  sus- 
pected of  "treason,  espionage  and  sabo- 
tage." While  this  particular  plan  was 
turned  down.  Congress  later  that  year 
authorized  the  detention  of  “dangerous 
radicals"  if  a national  emergency  were 
declared  by  the  President.  In  the  1970s. 
the  FBI’s  “administrative  index"  (ADEX) 
list  included  the  Spartacist  League  and 
other  organizations  and  individuals 
among  the  thousands  to  be  rounded  up 
and  put  into  concentration  camps  in  the 
event  of  a national  emergency.  The  Spar- 
tacist League  successfully  sued,  compel- 
ling the  FBI  to  concede  that  Marxist  ideas 
and  activity  cannot  be  equaled  with  vio- 
lence. terrorism  and  criminal  enterprise. 

The  bourgeois  state  is  an  apparatus  of 
violenK.e  designed  to  protect  capitalist 
' rule  and  profits  against  the  expl  * d and 
the  oppressed.  In  the  U.S.,  this  nuviimery 
of  repression,  with  the  death  penalt>  at  its 
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Spartacist/Spartacus  Youth  League  contingent  at  March  1980  anti-draft 
demonstration  in  Washington,  D.C.,  called  for  unconditional  military  support 
to  Soviet  forces  against  U.S. -backed  Islamic  fundamentalists. 


Pakistan... 

(continued  from  page' I ) 

for  exlricaling  Pakistan  from  its  crisis  or 
rooting  out  Al  Qaeda  and  the  Taliban, 
which  have  made  the  country  their  most 
important  rear  base." 

Bush’s  Democratic  Party  opponents  have 
seized  on  the  assassination  to  reaffirm 
their  support  for  Washington’s  “war  on 
terror."  Like  Bush,  the  Democrats  are 
committed  to  bolstering  the  bloodsoaked 
Pakistani  regime,  which  is  key  not  only 
for  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan,  with 
its  massacres  of  civilians  and  other  atroc- 
ities. but  also  for  U.S.  imperialism’s 
increasing  military  pressures  on  the  Chi- 
nese deformed  workers  state.  Congres- 
sional Democrats  recently  voted  that  $50 
million  in  further  aid  to  Pakistan  would 
be  conditional  on  “improved  counterter- 
rorism work  and  democratic  and  judicial 
reforms."  The  U.S.  imperialists’  talk  of 
"democratic  reforms"  is  sheer  cynicism 
and  a cover  for  a brutal  dictatorship  that 
rules  through  police  terror,  torture  and 
death  squads. 

In  the  lead-up  to  and  during  the  inva- 
sions of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq,  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  stressed  that  it  was  in  the 
class  interest  of  the  international  prole- 
tariat to  take  a side  in  defense  of  those 
countries  against  imperialist  attack,  with- 
out extending  any  political  support  to  the 
Taliban  cutthroats  or  Saddam  Hussein’s 
bloody  capitalist  regime.  Today  we  call 
for  the  military  defense  of  Iraqi  and 
Afghan  forces  insofar  as  they  aim  their 
blows  against  the  imperialist  occupiers 
and  their  lackeys.  At  the  same  time,  we 
stand  in  intransigent  political  opposition 
to  the  Islamic  fundamentalists  and  nation- 
alists who  have  also  engaged  in  commu- 
nalist  slaughter. 

We  demand:  U.S.  out  of  Afghanistan 
and  Iraq  now!  We  call  for  class  struggle 
in  the  U.S.  against  the  capitalist  rulers, 
whose  “war  on  terror"  has  served  as  a 
pretext  for  war  and  occupations  abroad 
and  for  a massive  increase  in  repressive 
powers  “at  home.”  We  fight  to  forge  a 
workers  party — in  opposition  to  both  the 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties  of 
capital — to  lead  the  struggle  for  socialist 
revolution,  the  only  way  to  pul  an  end  to 
imperialism  and  its  global  depredations. 

Both  Republican  and  Democratic  lead- 
ers have  demanded  that  the  Pakistani 
military  step  up  its  efforts  against  Al 
Qaeda  and  other  Islamist  forces  operating 
near  and  along  the  Afghan  border.  In  fact, 
these  very  forces  are  largely  the  creation 


of  the  Pakistani  military  and  inter  Service 
Intelligence  (ISl)  as  well  as  the  American 
CIA.  The  U.S.,  Paki.stan  and  Saudi  Ara- 
bia. among  others,  armed,  funded  and 
trained  mujahedin  reactionaries  to  kill 
Soviet  soldiers  following  the  entry  of  the 
Red  Army  into  Afghanistan  in  1 979  at  the 
request  of  the  modernizing  nationalist 
PDPA  regime. 

That  war.  in  which  imperialist-backed 
forces  threatened  the  southern  flank  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  posed  an  acid  test  for 
revolutionaries.  The  Soviet  military  inter- 
vention was  one  of  the  few  genuinely  pro- 
gressive acts  carried  out  by  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy.  The  Red  Army  intervened 
on  behalf  of  a regime  that  sought  to  intro- 
duce minimal  social  reforms  and  faced  a 
Jihad  (holy  war)  led  by  landlords,  tribal 
chiefs  and  mullahs  who  burned  down 
schools  and  flayed  teachers  alive  for  the 
“crime”  of  teaching  young  girls  to  read. 

The  international  Spartacist  tendency, 
now  the  International  Communist  League, 
said:  “Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!” 
and  called  to  extend  the  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution  to  the  Afghan  peo- 
ples. In  stark  contrast,  the  bulk  of  the  left 
intemationally  lined  up  with  the  imperi- 
alists by  denouncing  the  Soviet  interven- 
tion. In  1988-89,  when  then-Soviet  leader 
Mikhail  Gorbachev,  in  a vain  attempt  to 
appease  the  imperialists,  withdrew  forces 
fro.m  Afghanistan,  we  denounced  this  as 
a crime  against  both  the  Afghan  and 
Soviet  peoples.  That  betrayal  by  the 
Kremlin  bureaucracy  opened  the  road  to 
mujahedin  rule  in  Afghanistan  and  pre- 


pared the  ground  for  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  degener- 
ated workers  slate  itself  in  1991  -92.  a his- 
toric defeat  for  the  proletariat  and  the 
oppressed  around  the  world. 

Osama  bin  Laden  and  Al  Qaeda  are.  in 
fact,  U.S.  imperialism’s  Frankenstein’s 
monsters,  and  Benazir  Bhutto  crucially 
assisted  their  growth.  She  first  took  office 
as  prime  minister  in  1988,  and.  with  U.S. 
support,  her  regime  continued  to  provide 
bases  where  the  mujahedin  were  equipped 
and  organized  for  the  anti-Soviet  "holy 
war."  In  one  of  her  first  acts  as  prime  min- 
ister. Bhutto  sought  to  outdo  the  Islamic 
fundamentalists  by  whipping  up  a mur- 
derous frenzy  over  Salman  Rushdie’s  The 
Satanic  Verses.  The  second  lime  around 
(before  her  ouster  on  corruption  charges), 
the  Bhutto  government  sponsored  the  rise 
to  power  of  the  medievalist  Taliban  mur- 
derers in  Afghanistan  in  1996. 

In  its  editorial  following  Bhutto’s  kill- 
ing. the  New  York  Times,  mouthpiece  of 
the  U.S.  imperialists,  wrote  with  its  typi- 
cal haughtiness  that  Bhutto  was  a “demo- 
cratic" leader  who  was.  nevertheless, 
“indifferent  to  human  rights.”  That’s  put- 
ting it  mildly!  Bhutto’s  regimes  were 
marked  by  rampant  torture,  killings  and 
deaths  in  police  custody. 

With  degrees  from  Harvard  and  Oxford 
and  with  great  wealth  derived  from  her 
family’s  huge  landholdings  in  Sind  prov- 
ince. Prime  Minister  Bhutto  ruled  over 
a country  marked  by  intense  poverty  and 
qll-sided  oppression.  In  a leaflet  pro- 
testing Bhutto’s  appearance  at  Harvard 


University  in  June  1989.  al  a time  when 
the  Afghan  city  of  Jalalabad  was  besieged 
by  the  mujahedin  killers,  the  Sparta- 
cus  Youth  Club  wrote  that  “this  first 
female  leader  of  an  Islamic  state”  had 
'‘betrayed  the  hopes  of  thousands  of 
women  who  expected  her  to  do  away  with 
the  hated  Hadood  Ordinance  against 
'moral  offenses,'  under  which  women  are 
condemned  to  death  by  public  stoning  for 
'adultery'  and  even  prohibited  from  testi- 
fying at  their  own  ‘trials'."  The  leaflet 
noted,  “Her  government  bleeds  the  poor 
to  fund  the  Afghan  war  and  oppress 
the  many  different  ethnic  peoples  who 
live  in  the  prison  house  that  is  Pak- 
istan" (see  "Protest  Benazir  Bhutto!  Hail 
Heroic  Afghan  Defense  of  Jalalabad!" 
in' No.  478.  26  May  1989). 

Pakistan  was  created  through  the  parti- 
tion of  the  Indian  subcontinent  by  the 
British  imperialists  in  1947 — culminat- 
ing some  three  centuries  of  colonial 
“divide  and  rule”  in  the  region — which 
unleashed  the  communalist  slaughter  and 
forced  migration  of  millions  of  Muslims. 
Sikhs  and  Hindus.  The  ruling  classes 
of  Pakistan  and  India — which  is  also 
nuclear-armed — rest  on  that  legacy  of 
deadly  nationalism  and  communalism. 

Today  in  Pakistan.  India  and  through- 
out the  world,  religious  aod  social  reac- 
tion has  flourished  in  a period  marked 
above  all  by  the  imperialist-backed  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  Soviet  Union.  Swim- 
ming against  the  stream  of  “death  of 
communism”  ideology,  we  seek  to  imbue 
advanced  sections  of  the  working  class 
with  the  understanding  that  only  the  fight 
for  new  October  Revolutions  can  pose  a 
way  out  of  brutal  oppression,  exploita- 
tion. imperialist  domination  and  war. 

The  task  of  liberating  all  the  exploited 
and  oppressed  of  the  Indian  subconti- 
nent demands  the  forging  of  Leninist- 
Trolskyist  vanguard  parlies  dedicated  to 
the  revolutionary  overthrow  of  the  bour- 
geoisies in  India.  Pakistan  and  Bangla- 
desh and  the  establishment  of  a social- 
ist federation  of  South  Asia.  Crucial  to 
such  a proletarian-internationalist  per- 
spective is  the  fight  for  workers  politi- 
cal revolution  in  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  slate,  a fight  that  must  be  prem- 
ised on  the  unconditiooal  military  defense 
of  China  against  imperialism  and  domes- 
tic counterrevolution.  Only  an  interna- 
tionalist perspective,  uniting  social  strug- 
gle on  the  subcontinent  with  the  fight 
for  workers  revolution  in  the  U.S.  and 
other  advanced  capitalist  countries,  can 
open  the  door  to  real  social  liberation  for 
the  impoverished  masses.* 


pinnacle,  is  racist  to  the  core.  In  Chi- 
cago. a July  2006  special  prosecutor’s 
report  acknowledged  some  instances  of 
beatings  and  torture  by  the  police  Violent 
Crimes  Unit  from  1973  to  1991  that 
particularly  targeted  black  "suspects”  on 
Chicago’s  South  Side.  Despite  testimony 
that  nearly  200  people  were  brutalized 
and  tortured,  the  special  prosecutors 
decided  not  to  prosecute  a single  cop. 


Charles  A.  Graner.  sadistic  torturer  at 
Abu  Ghraib.  was  trained  as  a guard  in  the 
enormous  U.S.  prison  system.  In  1998  he 
was  accused  of  putting  a razor  in  a dish  of 
mashed  potatoes  that  was  served  to  an 
inmate  at  Pennsylvania’s  Stale  Correc- 
tional Insiitute-CJreene.  the  facility  that 
holds  class-war  prisoner  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal.  a former  Black  Panther  and  later  a 
prize-winning  journalist  and  supporter  of 
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Saturday,  January  19,  12  p.m. 

The  State  and  Revolution 

1634  Telegraph  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  Oakland 
(near  I9th  St.  BART) 

Information  and  readings:  (510)  839-0851 
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Saturday,  January  5,  5 p.m. 

Video  showing  and  discussion 
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in  the  American  Civil  War 
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Spartacist  Public  Office 
299  Broadway,  Suite  318 
(take  any  train  to  Chambers  Street) 

Information  and  readings;  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail:  nysl@tiac.net 
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Wednesday,  January  16,  6:30  p.m. 

Imperialism  and  War 

UCLA,  Ackerman  Union 
Meeting  Room  3516 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  380-8239 
or  e-mail:  slsycla@sbcglobal.net 
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Wednesday,  January  23,  6 p.m. 

The  Revolution  Betrayed: 
Trotskyism  vs.  Stalinism 

UBC,  Student  Union  Building,  Rm.  212 
Information  and  readings-  (604)  687-0353  or 
e-mail:  trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 
www.icMi.org 


Philadelphia  MOVE,  on  death  row.  In  San 
Francisco,  a ca.se  against  eight  former 
Black  Panther  Party  members  charged 
last  January  for  the  1971  killing  of  a 
police  officer  rests  in  part  on  “confes- 
sions" by  two  of  the  accused  that  were 
coerced  by  New  Orleans  cops  in  1973 
through  electric  shocks,  cattle  prods  and 
other  torture  methods.  In  its  efforts  to 
destroy  an  entire  generation  of  black 
militants,  the  FBI-police  COINTELPRO* 
campaign  included  the  killing  of  38 
Black  Panthers  and  the  frame-up  of  hun- 
dreds of  others.  Drop  the  charges  against 
the  S.F.  8! 

The  apparatus  of  the  capitalist  state  has 


been  greatly  strengthened  by  measures 
enacted  In  the  "war  on  terror.”  However, 
what  the  government  is  actually  able  to 
gel  away  with  will  ultimately  be  deter- 
mined by  the  level  of  social  struggle.  We 
fight  to  forge  a workers  party  that  acts  as 
a tribune  of  the  people,  mobilizing  the 
social  power  of  the  proletariat  on  behalf 
of  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed,  in  the 
course  of  such  struggle,  the  proletariat 
must  be  won  to  understanding  the  need 
to  carry  out  a socialist  revolution  that 
smashes  the  capitalist  stale  and  estab- 
lishes a dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  a 
workers  government  where  those  who 
labor  rule.* 
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PDC  Fact  Sheet 


Thv  following  was  issued  hy  the 
Partisan  Defense  Conuniltee  on  31 
December  2007. 

Murdered  hy  Mumiu  (The  Lyons 
Press.  December  2007)  by  Maureen 
Faulkner  and  Michael  Smerconish  is 
a compendimn  of  myths,  falsehoods, 
misrepresentations  and  omissions — 
all  aimed  at  the  legal  lynching  of 
an  innocent  man.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
Mumia  is  a former  Black  Panther 
P;uiy  spokesman,  targeted  by  the  Feds 
and  cops  since  the  age  of  15.  who 
later  became  a supporter  of  the 
MOVE  organization  and  a respected 
journalist  renowned  as  the  “voice  of 
the  voiceless.”  He  was  framed  up 
for  the  9 December  1981  killing  of 
Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner  and 
sentenced  to  death  explicitly  for  his 
political  views.  An  abundance  of  evi- 
dence proves  Mumia’s  innocence,  in- 
cluding the  confession  of  another  man. 
Arnold  Beverly,  that  he.  not  Mumia. 
shot  and  killed  Officer  Faulkner. 

Published  at  a time  of  waning  sup- 
port for  capital  punishment — most 
recently  demonstrated  by  New  Jer- 
sey’s repeal  of  the  death  penalty — as 
well  as  the  highly  publicized  release 
of  inmates  falsely  convicted  on  mur- 
der charges.  Murdered  by  Mumia  is  a 
rallying  call  fox  the  barbaric  death 
penalty,  which  in  the  U.S.  is  a legacy 
of  black  chattel  slavery.  In  Murdered 
hy  Mumia.  Maureen  Faulkner.  Daniel 
Faulkner’s  widow  and  a major  spokes- 
man for  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Police 
campaign  to  execute  Mumia.  joins 
forces  with  right-wing  radio  broadcaster  and 
newspaper  columnist  Michael  Smerconish. 

Faulkner  and  Smerconish  make  no 
bones  about  the  political  nature  of  Mumia's 
frame-up.  retailing  the  lie  that  Mumia’s 
Panther  membership  proved  that  he 
had  been  planning  to  kill  a cop.  They 
boast  that  the  prosecution  had  "success- 
fully established  that  Abu-Jama!  had 
an  anti-police,  anti-establishment,  anti- 
government  philosophy  that  accounted 
for  his  desire  to  murder  Danny”  (page 
44).  It  is  because  Mtimia  has  always  been 
an  outspoken  and  unrepentant  fighter  for 
black  people  and  the  oppressed  that  the 
forces  of  “law  an^  order.”  represented  by 
both  the  Democratic  and  Republican  par- 
ties. want  to  see  Mumia  dead.  To  the 
racist  rulers,  he  represents  the  spectre  of 
black  revolt. 

Murdered  by  Mumia  repeatedly  claims 
that  the  records  of  Mumia’s  1 982  trial  and 
pre-trial  witness  statements  “tell  the  story 
of  how  Abu-Jamal  murdered  my  hus- 
band" (page  29).  The  trial  records  are  re- 
plete with  inconsistencies,  unproven  asser- 
tions. contradictory  evidence  and  all  the 
hallmarks  of  a racist  frame-up.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  Mumia  shot  Daniel 
Faulkner,  and  the  "facts"  claimed  in 
Murdered  by  Mumia  supposedly  proving 


this  story  do  not  exist  in  the  trial 
record.  Since  the  1982  trial,  there  has 
been  a growing  mountain  of  new  evi- 
dence proving  not  only  that  Mumia  is 
innocent,  but  that  the  police  and  prosecu- 
tion falsified  and  suppressed  evidence, 
coerced  witnesses  and  orchestrated  a 
monumental  frame-up. 

This  fact  sheet  will  expose  the  enor- 
mity of  the  lies  that  underpin  every  prem- 
ise in  Murdered  by  Mumia.  Our  aim  is  to 
arm  those  fighting  for  Mumia  with  the 
facts  to  refute  the  mendacity  of  those  who 
want  to  execute  him.  This  is  p^t  of  our 
effort  to  mobilize  mass  protest  action  on 
Mumia’s  behalf  that  is  centered  on  the 
social  power  of  the  labor  movement  and 
is  based  on  the  understanding  that  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  is  an  innocent  man.  the  victim 
of  a racist  and  political  frame-up  who 
must  be  immediately  freed! 

In  refuting  the  lies  in  Murdered  hy 
Mumia,  we  cite  the  transcripts,  includ- 
ing the  dates  and  page  numbers  where 
testimony  appears,  from  the  1982  trial 
and  pre-trial  testimony  and  1995-97  post- 
conviction relief  (PCRA)  hearings  (all 
designated  as  “N.T."  [Notes  of  Testimony]), 
as  well  as  declarations,  affidavits  and 
police  investigation  reports  (HR  [Investi- 
gation Interview  Record]).  Citations  from 


Murdered  by  Mumia  are  followed  by  the 
page  number.  Readers  are  also  urged 
to  review  the  July  2006  PDC  pamphlet. 
The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Ahu-Jamal — 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!,  which  includes  de- 
tailed presentations  of  the  facts  of  the  case 
as  well  as  a series  of  affidavits  and  decla- 
rations. The  pamphlet  is  available  at  http:// 
www.partisandefense.org/pubs/innocent. 

What  Happened  on 
9 December  1981 

Lie:  In  virtually  every  chapter  of  the 
book,  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  claim  that 
neither  Mumia  nor  his  brother  William 
Cook,  who  was  at  the  scene  of  Faulkner's 
shooting,  gave  an  accounting  of  what  hap- 
pened on  9 December  1981,  They  write, 
for  example.  "Never,  in  twenty-five  years 
and  despite  a worldwide  campaign  on  his 
behalf,  has  he  [Mumia]  offered  an  expla- 
nation oftpwhat  occurred  on  December  9. 
1981”  (page  47). 

Truth:  From  the  beginning,  Mumia  has 
always  made  clear  that  he  is  innocent.  On 
3 May  2001.  he  gave  a sworn  declaration, 
as  did  his  brother  on  15  May  1999  and 
29  April  2001.  detailing  what  they  saw 
the  night  of  Faulkner’s  shooting.  On  8 June 
1999.  Arnold  Beverly  swore  an  affidavit 
detailing  how  he.  not  Mumia,  killed  Faulk- 
ner. Smerconish  and  Faulkner  know  this 
— the  declarations  and  Beverly’s  affidavit 
are  on  the  original  Daniel  Faulkner  Web 
site!  (See  hup://www.danielfaulkner.com/ 
original/testimony.hlml) 

In  his  declaration,  Mumia  stated.  “1  did 
not  shoot  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner. 

I had  nothing  to  do  with  the  killing  of  Offi- 
cer Faulkner.  I am  innocent."  He  described 
how  he  ran  from  his  parked  cab  in  Center 
City  after  he  heard  shot.s  and  saw  other 
people  running,  recognizing  his  brother 
staggering  in  the  street.  "1  saw  a uniformed 
cop  turn  toward  me  gun  in  hand,  .saw  a 
flash  and  went  down  to  my  knees.”  Mumia 
was  shot  in  the  chest  and  was  critically 
wounded.  He  continued:  "The  next  thing 
that  I remember  I felt  myself  being  kicked, 
hit  and  being  brought  out  of  a stupor.”  He 
recalled  how  cops  were  “hollering  and 
cursing,  grabbing  and  pulling  on  me.”  “I 
was  pulled  to  my  feet.”  he  continued,  “and 
then  rammed  into  a telephone  pole  beaten 


where  I fell  and  thrown  into  a paddy 
wagon.”  He  staled  that  later  the  police 
wagon  door  opened  and  a white 
cop  in  a white  shirt  “came  in  curs- 
ing and  hit  me  in  the  forehead.  1 don’t 
remember  what  he  said  much  except 
a lot  of  ’n s’,  ‘black  motherfuck- 

ers’ and  what  not."  (See  http://www. 
partisandefense.org/pubs/innocent/ 
maj.html) 

In  his  1999  declaration.  William 
Cook  staled.  “Mumia  Abu-Jamal  did 
not  shoot  Officer  Faulkner  and  I 
did  not  shoot  Officer  Faulkner.” 
Cook  staled  that  he  "was  slopped  by 
Officer  Faulkner  while  I was  circling 
around  City  Center  in  my  Volks- 
wagen with  Kenneth  Freeman.”  He 
also  stated  that  Freeman,  his  pas- 
senger and  business  partner,  “told 
me  after  that  night  that  there  was  a 
plan  to  kill  Officer  Faulkner,  that 
Freeman  was  part  of  that  plan,  that  he 
was  armed  that  night  and  partici- 
pated in  the  shooting.”  Cook  also 
asserted  that  Freeman  "ran  from  the 
scene  after  Officer  Faulkner  was 
shot.”  In  his  2001  Affidavit.  Cook 
stated  that  Freeman  was  "wearing  his 
green  army  jacket.”  (See  http://www. 
partisandefense.org/pubs/innocent/ 
wc.html) 

In  his  affidavit.  Arnold  Beverly 
stated  that  "Mumia  Abu-Jamal  did 
not  shoot  police  officer  Faulkner.... 
Jamal  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
shooting."  Beverly  explained  that  he 
“was  hired,  along  with  another  guy. 
and  paid  to  shoot  and  kill  Faulkner.  I 
had  heard  that  Faulkner  was  a problem 
for  the  mob  and  corrupt  policemen 
because  he  interfered  with  the  graft  and 
payoffs  made  to  allow  illegal  activity 
including  prostitution,  gambling,  drugs 
without  prosecution  in  the  center  city 
area."  Beverly  said  that  he  was  given  "a  .38 
caliber  policeman’s  special  and  I was  also 
carrying  my  own  .22  caliber  revolver.” 
Beverly,  who  like  Freeman  was  wearing  a 
green  army  jacket,  stated  that  as  he  came 
onto  the  scene  of  13th  and  Locust,  he  "saw 
police  officers  in  the  area,”  but  "was  not 
worried”  because  “I  believed  that  since  I 
was  hired  by  the  mob  to  shoot  and  kill 
Faulkner,  any  police  officers  on  the  scene 
would  be  there  to  help  me.” 

Beverly  de.scribed  that  he  saw  Faulkner 
get  out  of  his  patrol  car  and  go  up  to  a VW. 
He  heard  a shot  and  then  another  one  that 
grazed  his  left  shoulder.  He  continued:  "1 
ran  across  Locust  Street  and  stood  over 
Faulkner,  who  had  fallen  backwards  on 
the  sidewalk.  I shot  Faulkner  in  the  face  at 
close  range.  Jamal  was  shot  shortly  after 
that  by  a uniformed  police  officer  who 
arrived  on  the  scene.”  Beverly  concluded 
that  he  left  the  area  through  the  Speedline 
subway  system  “and  by  pre-arrangement 
met  a police  officer  who  assisted  me  when 
I exited  the  speedline  underground  about 
three  blocks  away.  A car  was  waiting  for 
me  and  1 left  the  center  city  area."  (See 
htlp://w  ww.pariisandefense.org/pubs/ 
Innocent/ab.html) 

The  sworn  declarations  by  Mumia  and 
William  Cook  and  Arnold  Beverly's  affi- 
davit. along  with  a host  of  supporting  evi- 
dence that  we  will  detail  below,  were  sub- 
mitted to  state  and  federal  courts  in  200 1 . 
But  the  courts  have  refused  to  even  con- 
sider them.  For  their  part,  Faulkner  and 
Smerconish  dismiss  Beverly’s  confession 
as  "pure  idiocy”  (page  28).  Predictably,  they 
say  not  a word  about  the  rampant  corrup- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  Police  Depart- 
ment. including  its  working  relationship 
with  the  mob.  At  the  time  of  Faulkner’s 
murder,  the  police  department  was  under 
at  least  three  federal  investigations  for 
corruption,  including  police  lies  with  the 
mob.  (See  http;//www.partisandefense. 
org/pubs/innocent/rw.html) 

The  cops  want  to  kill  Mumia  not  only 
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Freelancer  Pedro  Potakoff’s  photos,  taken  only  minutes  after  Faulkner's  killing  and  suppressed  for  some  25  years  by  prosecution,  confirm  police  and 
prosecution  lied.  Left:  There  is  no  car  behind  Faulkner's  cruiser,  refuting  claim  that  key  prosecution  “witness”  Chobert  was  parked  directly  behind  Faulkner. 
Center:  Cop  mishandles  gun  found  at  scene  with  bare  hands  wrapped  around  grip,  tainting  key  piece  of  evidence  that  was  not  turned  in  for  nearly  two  hours. 
Right:  Police's  own  photo  shows  no  divots  or  bullet  markings  in  sidewalk,  proving  prosecution  scenario  of  Faulkner's  shooting  was  concocted. 


because  he  has  been  an  outspoken  voice 
for  black  freedom,  but  also  so  that  they  etui 
bury  the  proof  of  their  own  criminality. 

The  Eyewitnesses 

Lie:  According  to  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish.  “three  people  saw  Abu-Jamal  do 
it — four  if  you  count  [Albert]  Magillon 
who  temporarily  looked  away"  (page  42), 
The  other  three  are  Cynthia  White,  Rob- 
ert Chobert  and  Michael  Mark  Scanlan.  The 
“trial  testimony  and  pre-trial  statements 
from  the  eyewitnesses  to  the  murder... 
provide  lucid  and  consistent  confirmation 
of  Abu-Jamal’s  conduct,"  and  “illustrate  a 
high  degree  of  specificity,  recounting 
such  details  as  Abu-Jamai’s  brand  of  car. 
color  of  shirt,  and  style  of  hair”  (page  29). 
Truth:  No  witness  testified  to  seeing 
Mumia,  with  gun  in  hand,  actually  shoot 
Officer  Faulkner.  Witness  statements  are 
confused,  inconsistent  and  in  their  specif- 
ics describe  someone  other  than  Mumia 
as  the  shooter.  Not  a single  prosecution 
witness  ever  described  Mumia’s  "brand 
of  car" — i,e.,  his  taxicab. 

Mumia  wore  his  hair  in  dreadlocks, 
was  over  6 feet  tali  and  weighed  about 
1 70  pounds.  He  was  wearing  a blue  quilted 
ski  jacket  with  a wide  vertical  red  stripe 
on  either  side  of  the  front. 

Mark  Scanlan.  a 24-year-old  white  male, 
initially  described  the  man  he  claimed  to 
have  seen  shoot  Faulkner  as  wearing  a red 
and  yellow,  or  red.  yellow  and  black 
sweater  and  a black  hat.  Scanlan  explic- 
itly stated  that  the  man  did  not  have 
MOVE-like  dreadlocks,  but  an  Afro  hair- 
-style.  Scanlan  further  stated  that  he  could 
not  see  the  man’s  face.  (HR  12/9/81)  He 
testified  at  trial  that  he  had  been  drinking 
and  told  police.  "I  don't  know  which  male 
shot  the  officer"  (N.T. 6/25/82: 13. 46:  HR 
12/11/81) 

Robert  Chobert,  a 23-year-old  white 
cabdriver,  first  described  a person  he  saw 
standing  over  and  shooting  Faulkner  as 
heavyset  and  wearing  a light  tan  shirt  and 
jeans.  (HR  12/9/81)  Three  days  later,  he 
described  the  shooter  as  weighing  220-25 
pounds  and  wearing  a dark  gray  dress  shirt 
with  a red  and  green  picture  on  the  back. 
(HR  12/12/81)  He  admitted  both  limes 
that  he  did  not  see  a gun.  and  in  his  sec- 
ond interview  that  he  did  not  see  any  flash, 
(HR  12/12/81) 

Albert  Magiltoh,  a 26-year-old  while 
male,  testified  that  all  he  saw  was  Mumia 
walking  fast  into  the  street  (N.T.6/25/82; 
lot).  106)  and  that  he  didn't  have  a hat. 
(N,T.6/25/82:92)  He  also  stated  that  he 
did  not  see  anyone  with  a gun.  (HR 
12/9/81;  N.T.6/25/82: 100)  Prosecution 
witness  Cynthia  White,  a 23-year-old 
black  prostitute,  described  the  shooter  as 
“short.”  (HR  12/9/81) 

Some  20  witnesses  who  saw  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  entire  incident  from 
different  vantage  points,  and  saw  each 
other,  described  varying  accounts  of  what 
happened. 

In  addition  to  Beverly  and  Cook,  six 
witnesses,  including  two  cops  and  two 
civilian  prosecution  witnesses,  reported 
that  someone  at  the  scene  was  wear- 


ing a green  army  jacket  or  coat.  These 
witnesses  include  Mark  Scanlan.  Albert 
Magilton,  Officer  James  Forbes.  Offi- 
cer Stephen  Trombetta,  Robert  Pig- 
ford  and  William  Singletary,  (Scanlan: 
N.T.6/25/82:26  and  HR  12/1 1/81.  Magil- 
ton: G.M.  Newman  7/19/95  Interview; 
Forbes;  HR  12/9/81.  12/I6/81;Trombetta: 
HR  12/9/81;  Pigford;  HR  12/9/81;  Single- 
tary; N.T.8/1 1/95:235-36)  Witness  Robert 
Pigford.  who  would  go  on  to  become  a 
cop.  told  police  the  night  of  the  shooting 
that  immediately  after  hearing  shots  he 
saw  a man  in  an  army  jacket  bent  over 
Faulkner.  (HR  12/9/81)  Neither  Mumia 
nor  William  Cook  was  wearing  a green 
army  jacket.  In  his  1999  affidavit  confess- 
ing to  the  murder  of  Faulkner.  Beverly 
stated,  “1  was  wearing  a green  (camou- 
flage) army  jacket."  In  his  29  April  2001 
declaration.  William  Cook  stated  that  he 
had  a passenger  in  his  car,  Kenneth  Free- 
man. and  that  Freeman  was  also  “wearing 
his  green  army  jacket." 

Lie:  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  write  that 
Cynthia  White  “was  a critical  witness  in 


story  to  make  a stronger  case  against 
Mumia.  (N.T.6/2 1 /82: 1 59-90;  6/22/82:3 1 . 
33.  55-58)  During  the  1997  PCRA  hear- 
ings. prostitute  Pamela  Jenkins  testified 
that  White  told  her  that  she  was  being 
threatened  by  police.  (N.T.6/26/97:48)  A 
2002  sworn  statement  by  Yvette  Wil- 
liams. who  was  in  jail  with  Cynthia 
White,  also  stated  that  White  was  threat- 
ened by  the  police.  (1/28/02  Declaration) 
Lie;  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  write  that 
cabdriver  Robert  Chobert.  who  during  the 
1982  trial  “pointed  at  Abu-Jamal”  as 
the  killer  (page  37),  “witnessed  Danny 
being  knocked  to  the  ground  and  the 
‘gunman’  standing  over  him  firing  three 
more  shots"  (page  14).  They  include  a 
claim  by  Chobert  that  he  was  parked 
behind  Daniel  Faulkner’.s  car  at  the  time 
of  the  shooting  (page  308). 

Truth:  In  1995.  Chobert  admitted  that 
he  never  .saw  the  shooting.  (G.M.  New- 
man 9/25/01  Affidavit)  Chobert  was  not 
parked  behind  Faulkner's  police  car.  a 
fact  confirmed  by  freelance  photographer 
Pedro  Polakoff's  recently  unearthed  crime 
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our  case"  because  "she  was  the  one  wit- 
ness who.  because  of  her  location,  saw 
the  entire  incident  from  start  to  finish” 
(page  280). 

Truth:  Cynthia  White  was  not  even  there 
during  the  shooting.  Prosecution  wit- 
nesses Chobert.  Scanlan  and  Magilton. 
as  well  as  defense  witness  Veronica 
Jones,  who  knew  White,  all  testified  at 
trial  that  White  was  not  on  the  corner 
where  she  claimed  to  see  the  shooting. 
(Chobert;  N.T.6/l9/82:227-28;  Scanlan: 
N.T.6/25/82:58;  Magilton:  N.T.6/25/82:86; 
Jones;  N.T.6/29/82:l29-30)  During  the 
I995  PCRA  hearings.  William  Singletary 
testified  that  While  came  up  to  him  after 
the  shooting  to  ask  him  what  happened. 
(8/3 1 /90  Deposition  25) 

Veronica  Jones  testified  at  the  1 982 
trial  that  White  was  given  police  favors 
in  return  for  her  false  testimony.  (N.T. 
6/29/82: 1 29.  1 34-36)  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish falsely  claim  that  Jones  first 
raised  this  at  the  1996  PCRA  hearings 
(page  183).  White’s  photo  was  posted  in 
Faulkner's  precinct  with  instructions  to 
call  Homicide  when  she  was  taken  in.  She 
was  arrested  twice  in  eight  days  after  the 
shooting,  and  she  was  let  go  only  after 
she  signed  new  witness  statements  for 
Homicide.  Each  time,  she  changed  her 


scene  photos,  which  the  prosecution  had 
suppressed  for  nearly  25  years.  Taken  only 
minutes  after  the  shooting,  the  photos  show 
no  car  parked  behind  Faulkner’s  vehicle. 
During  the  1982  trial,  Chobert  admitted 
that  Mumia  did  not  fit  the  description 
Chobert  had  given  the  police  of  a heavy- 
set  black  man.  (N.T.6/1 9/82:234-35) 
Chobert  initially  told  police  the  night 
of  the  shooting  that  the  shooter  "ran 
away."  which  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  Mumia  given  his  near-fatal  gun- 
shot wound.  (N.T.6/l/82:70;  6/19/82; 
234-35)  It  was  only  after  further  interro- 
gation that  Chobert  changed  his  story. 
(N.T.6/1 9/82:236-37)  Chobert  was  driv- 
ing with  a suspended  license  while  on 
probation  for  being  hired  to  throw  a Molo- 
tov cocktail  into  a school.  (N.T.6/l9/82:220- 
22;  8/15/95:5-6)  During  the  1995  PCRA 
hearings.  Chobert  admitted  he  was  .se- 
cretly given  favors  by  the  pro.secution  in 
exchange  for  his  testimony  and  was  kept 
under  wraps  by  the  police  at  all  times  dur- 
ing the  1982  trial.  (N.T.8/I5/95:4-10) 
Lie:  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  write, 
“Only  two  people  were  seen  by  the  five 
eyewitnesses  to  have  come  that  close  to 
Danny — William  Cook  and  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal”  (page  172).  Besides  White.  Cho- 
bert. Scanlan  and  Magilton.  the  fifth 


"witness”  referred  to  is  Robert  Harkins. 
Faulkner  and  Smerconish  describe  his 
testimony  at  the  1995  PCRA  hearings  as 
"corroborating  Chobert’s'  and  White’s 
accounts”  (page  23). 

Truth:  Five  witnesses  said  that  one  or 
two  black  men  ran  away  eastward  after 
the  shooting.  At  the  1982  trial,  defense 
witness  Dessie  Hightower  insisted  that 
he  saw  someone  run  from  the  scene. 
(N.T.6/28/82;  125-27)  Debbie  Kordansky. 
Veronica  Jones  and  Robert  Chobert 
initially  reported  to  the  police  that  they 
saw  someone  flee  the  scene  (Kordan- 
sky; HR  12/9/81;  Jones:  HR  12/15/81; 
N.T.6/l/82:70),  though  Jones  and  Cho- 
bert denied  this  at  the  trial  after  police 
pressure.  (N.T.6/1 9/82:236-37;  6/29/82:99- 
102)  During  the  1996  PCRA  hearings. 
Veronica  Jones  recanted  her  1982  trial 
testimony,  explaining  that  she  had  been 
threatened  by  the  police  with  many  years 
in  prison  on  felony  charges  and  loss  of 
her  children  if  she  did  not  testify  against 
Mumia.  (N.T.l0/l/96:20-24.  32-33)  Dur- 
ing the  1995  PCRA  hearings.  William 
Singletary  testified  to  seeing  the  shooter 
run  away  (N.T.8/1 1/95:235-36).  and  High- 
tower reiterated  that  he  saw  a man  flee 
the  scene  of  the  shooting  and  stated  that 
he  had  faced  harassment  from  the  police 
for  telling  the  truth.  (N.T.8/3/95:18-19, 23- 
24.  103) 

Harkins’  statements  to  police  were  so 
varied  from  the  prosecution  witnesses 
and  scenario  of  how  Faulkner  was  killed 
that  the  prosecution  did  not  call  him  to 
testify  at  the  1982  trial.  In  his  state- 
ments to  police  (HR  12/9/81.  12/17/81) 
and  during  the  1995  PCRA  hearings 
(N.T.8/2/95:205-06).  Harkins  asserted 
that  he  saw  only  one  person  in  proximity 
to  Faulkner,  the  shooter. 

Lie:  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  uphold  the 
prosecution’s  story  that  William  Cook  was 
alone  in  his  VW  when  he  was  stopped  by 
Faulkner,  claiming  that  Cook  “never  told 
the  police  that  there  was  anyone  with  him 
in  the  Volkswagen"  (page  141). 

Truth:  There  was  a passenger.  Kenneth 
Freeman,  in  the  car  with  William  Cook. 
In  both  his  May  1999  and  April  2001 
sworn  declarations.  William  Cook  con- 
firmed that  Freeman  was  in  the  car  with 
him.  During  the  1995  PCRA  hearings, 
William  Singletary  testified  that  there  was 
a passenger,  that  he  was  wearing  an  army 
coat  (confirming  Cook’s  declaration),  that 
this  man  was  the  shooter  and  that  he  ran 
away.  (N.T.8/1 1/95:234-36) 

During  the  1995  PCRA  hearings,  it 
was  also  revealed  that  police  had  found 
the  driver’s  license  application  of  one 
Arnold  Howard  in  Faulkner’s  possession. 
(N.T.8/9/95:6;  8/11/96:131.  139-40.  167) 
This  information  was  concealed  from  the 
defense  at  the  1982  trial.  It  was  critical 
because  Howard  had  given  the  application 
to  Kenneth  Freeman.  Freeman’s  presence 
in  the  car  would  explain  how  Faulkner 
got  Howard’s  license  application.  In 
1995.  Howard  stated  that  Freeman  told 
him  that  he  was  in  the  VW  at  the  time 
of  the  shooting.  (N.T.8/9/95:9-!0,  23; 

continued  on  page  8 
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Fact  Sheet... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

Howard  8/8/95  Affidavit) 

Joseph  McGill,  who  prosecuted  Mumia 
in  1982.  had.  prior  to  that,  prosecuted 
William  Cook  on  assault  charges.  At 
Cook's  trial.  Cynthia  White — who  accord- 
ing to  other  witnesses  did  not  sec  the 
shooting  and  had  asked  Singletary  what 
had  taken  place — testified  that  there 
was  a passenger  in  Cook’s  VW  who  got 
out  of  the  car  when  Officer  Faulk- 
ner approached  the  driver's  side.  (N.T. 
3/29/82:33;  Singletary  8/31/90  Deposi- 
tion 24-25)  At  Mumia's  trial,  she  changed 
her  testimony  to  claim  that  there  was  no 
one  else  on  the  sidewalk.  (N.T.  6/22/82: 1 34) 

Even  in  her  book.  Maureen  Faulkner 
acknowledges  that  after  pulling  William 
Cook  over.  Daniel  Faulkner  made  “the  nor- 
mal call  for  a backup  before  getting  out  of 
his  car.  and  then  changed  his  request,  say- 
ing to  the  dispatcher,  'on  second  thought 
send  me  a wagon'”  (page  22).  indicating 
that  there  was  likely  another  person  in 
the  car. 

The  Phony  Confession 

Lie:  Faulkner  Ind  Smerconish  write:  “In 
the  ER,  Abu-Jamal  was  heard  by  two 
eyewitnesses  to  shout  defiantly.  'I  shot 
the  motherfucker  and  1 hope  the  mother- 
fucker dies'”  (page  24).  The  two  “eye- 
witnesses” were  hospital  security  guard 
Priscilla  Durham  and  Police  Officer 
Garry  Bell. 

Truth:  There  never  was  a confession. 
As  Mumia  stated  in  his  200!  affidavit, 
“because  of  the  blood  in  my  lungs  it 
was  difficult  to  speak,  and  impossible  to 
holler.  1 never  confessed  to  anything 
because  1 had  nothing  to  confess  to.” 
The  “confession”  was  manufactured  by 
the  prosecution  at  a roundtable  meeting 
with  cops  two  months  following  the 
shooting  (N.T.8/l/95:78r79,  91).  after  it 
became  clear  that  an  earlier  bogus  con- 
fession concocted  by  Inspector  Alfonzo 
Giordano,  who  was  a target  of  a cor- 
ruption investigation,  could  not  be  used 
(see  below). 

Gary  Wakshul.  the  police  officer 
assigned  to  guard  Mumia  throughout  the 
night  of  the  shooting,  reported  that  same 
day:  “The  negro  male  made  no  com- 
ments." (HR  12/9/81  and  N.T.8/ 1/95:38) 
The  prosecution  and  Judge  Albert  Sabo 
prevented  Wakshul  from  testifying  at  the 
1982  trial,  but  at  the  1995  PCRA  hearings 
he  testified  that  neither  Durham  nor  Bell 
were  even  present  at  the  time  of  the  sup- 
posed confession.  (N.T.8/l/95:23.  51)  In 
several  reports.  Stephen  Trombetta.  the 
other  police  officer  assigned  to  guard 
Mumia.  made  clear  that  Mumia  made  no 
confession,  including  at  the  hospital.  (HR 
12/9/81.  12/17/81. 2/12/82) 

In  fact,  at  the  hospital  Police  Officer 
Garry  Bell  threatened  Mumia.  stating  “if 
he  [Faulkner)  dies,  you  die.”  (LeGrand: 
HR  2/2/82;  Prayer:  HR  2/8/82;  Durham: 
HR  2/9/82)  None  of  the  cops  and  hospi- 
tal security  guards  reported  hearing 
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what  Bell  and  Durham  claimed  to  have 
heard,  even  though  Durham  reported 
some  15  or  20  cops  were  in  close  prox- 
imity, (N.T.6/24/82:57)  Neither  Bell 
nor  Durham  even  report  that  the  other 
was  present.  Bell  never  mentioned  the 
“confession”  in  his  police  log  that  night 
nor  in  a statement  he  gave  to  detec- 
tives on  16  December  1981.  Bell  first  re- 
ported hearing  Mumia  confess  on  25  Feb- 
ruary 1982. 

Faulkner  and  Smerconish  point  to  an 
unsigned,  typewritten  piece  of  paper — 
supposedly  dated  December  1981  and 
written  by  Durham's  supervisor — record- 
ing the  “confession"  (pages  309-10).  But 
at  trial  Durham  denied  that  she  had  ever 
seen  that  report.  (N.T.6/24/82:98-99)  In 
2003.  Durham's  stepbrother,  Kenneth 
Pate,  submitted  a declaration  that  Durham 
told  him  she  was  pressured  by  the  cops  to 
falsely  say  Mumia  confessed.  (4/18/03 
Declaration) 

Smoke-and-Mirrors  Ballistics 

Lie:  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  write  that 
the  bullets  removed  from  Faulkner 
“matched  the  gun  purchased  by  Abu- 
Jamal"  (page  24). 

Truth:  There  was  never  a “match."  not 
even  any  evidence  that  Mumia's  gun  was 
fired  that  night!  The  police  firearms  unit 
claimed  that  the  main  bullet  fragment 
removed  from  Faulkner’s  head  was  too 
damaged  to  test,  and  a second  bullet  frag- 
ment removed  from  the  head  wound  sim- 
ply disappeared  without  a trace.  (N.T. 
6/23/82: 1 08;  8/2/95:62-66, 75-77)  Incred- 
ibly. the  police  did  not  report  ever  testing 
Mumia’s  hands  and  gun  for  evidence  of 
gunpowder  or  that  the  gun  had  been  fired 
that  night.  (N.T.8/2/95:66-72)  As  the 
Polakoff  photos  show,  the  cop  who  col- 
lected the  guns  at  the  scene  was  improp- 
erly holding  them  with  bare  hands.  He 
did  not  turn  them  in  to  the  firearms 
unit  for  two  hours,  providing  more  than 
ample  time  for  tampering  with  them, 
(N.T.6/19/82:169;  12/9/81  Prop.  Rect.) 

Faulkner  and  Smerconish  state  that  a 
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bullet  removed  from  Faulkner  was  "con- 
sistent” with  Mumia's  Charter  Arms  gun 
(page  24)  and  include  a snippet  of  testi- 
mony at  the  1982  trial  by  the  cops'  own 
ballistician  Anthony  Paul  (page  318). 
“Consistent”  is  a code  word  prosecutors 
use  when  they  cannot  match  evidence. 
Indeed.  Smerconish  and  Faulkner  omit 
the  next  two  pages  of  testimony  where 
Paul  admits  that  the  bullet  would  be  con- 
sistent with  “multiples  of  millions”  of 
other  guns  as  well.  (N.T.6/23/82:168-69) 
Lie:  Murdered  by  Mumia  states  that  the 
defense  has  “never  offered  any  shred  of 
evidence"  that  there  is  a missing  bullet 
fragment  (page  1 17). 

Truth:  The  lead  fragment  and  its  meas- 
urements (10x3x2  mm)  are  recorded  in 
the  Medical  Examiner's  autopsy  report. 
(12/9/81  Postmortem  Report)  As  already 
noted,  this  fragment  has  disappeared  and 
was  not  preserved  as  part  of  the  ballistics 
evidence — facts  established  by  Mumia’s 
expert  witnesses  at  the  1995  PCRA  hear- 
ings. (N.T.8/2/95:75-77;  8/4/95:40-42: 
8/9/95:151) 

Murdered  by  Mumia  cannot  refute  the 
fact  that  the  Findings  of  the  Medical 
Examiner,  whom  the  D.A.  qualified  as 
an  "expert”  in  ballistics  at  the  1982  trial 
(N.T.6/25/82:!76).  state  that  Faulkner 
was  shot  with  a .44  caliber  bullet; 
Mumia's  gun  was  a .38  caliber.  (12/9/81 
Findings;  N.T.8/2/95;73-74;  8/9/95:190) 
The  disappeared  fragment  could  be  the 
remains  of  the  .44  caliber  bullet  initially 
recorded  by  the  Medical  Examiner  or 
from  the  .22  caliber  revolver  that  Beverly 
said  he  was  carrying  the  night  of  Faulk- 
ner's shooting. 

Lie:  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  claim  that 
Mumia’s  gun  "was  recovered  at  the 
scene  along  with  five  cartridges,  all  of 
which  had  been  fired.”  that  Mumia  shot 
Daniel  Faulkner  in  “his  upper  back"  and 
then  in  the  “center  of  his  face,"  and  that 
"both  bullets  were  fired  from  less  than 
twenty  inches  away”  (page  24).  Through- 
out the  book.  Faulkner  and  Smerconish 
retail  the  prosecution's  story  that  after 
shooting  Faulkner  in  the  back.  Mumia 
stood  over  him  as  he  lay  on  the  pavement 
and  fired  at  least  three  shots  at  his  face. 
Truth:  There  is  no  evidence  of  these 
three  or  four  bullets,  all  but  one  of  which 
supposedly  missed  their  target  at  near 
pointblank  range.  As  the  Polakoff  photos 
confirm,  there  are  no  divots  (or  bullet 
markings)  in  the  sidewalk,  proving  that 
the  prosecution's  scenario  is  concocted. 
Lie:  Murdered  by  Mumia  states  that  “the 
shells  found  in  Abu-Jamal's  gun  were  all 
Special  -t-P  ammunition  (4  were  Federal 
brand.  1 was  Remington)."  “a  unique  bul- 
let with  an  extra  heavy  load  of  gun- 
powder" that  "devastates  its  target”  (page 
1 1 5).  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  claim  that 
this  shows  that  Mumia  was  “fully  re- 
solved to  shoot  and  seriously  injure  or  kill 
-someone.”  that  he  wanted  to  carry  out 
“the  execution  of  anyone  who  crossed  his 
path"  (page  87). 

Truth:  Mumia's  gun  did  not  have  Plus  P 
ammunition.  The  police  Firearms  Iden- 
tification Unit  report  of  5 January  1982 
does  not  identify  the  cartridges  in  Mumia’s 
gun  as  Special  Plus  P even  though 
such  cartridges  would  have  been  clearly 


stamped.  Demonstrating  the  web  of  in- 
consistencies in  the  prosecution's  lies. 
Police  Officer  James  Forbes,  who  had 
possession  of  the  guns  after  the  shooting, 
testified  during  the  1982  trial  that  the 
cartridge  casings  in  Mumia's  gun  were 
Winchesters,  not  Federal  or  Remington 
brands.  (N,T.6/19/82:175-76) 

Mumia  had  a legally  registered  gun 
that  he  carried  for  protection  after  he  had 
been  robbed  at  gunpoint  while  driving 
his  cab. 

Lie:  Smerconish  and  Faulkner  write. 
“The  bullet  that  struck  Abu-Jamal  was 
determined  to  have  been  fired  from 
Danny’s  police-issued  .38-caliber  Smith 
& Wes.son  gun"  (page  24).  The  prosecu- 
tion has  always  claimed  that  Faulkner 
fired  his  gun  as  he  was  falling  down  after 
being  shot.  (N.T.6/19/82:12) 

Truth:  The  prosecution’s  scenario  is 
disproved  by  the  fact  that  Mumia's 
wound  took  a steep  downward  path. 
(N.T.8/4/95:16-19.  21-22)  The  Medical 
Examiner’s  record  from  9 a.m.  on  9 
December  1981  (some  five  hours  after 
Faulkner’s  shooting)  stated  that  Sergeant 
Westermann  of  Homicide  told  a Medical 
Examiner’s  investigator  that  Mumia  was 
shot  by  “arriving  police  reinforcements." 

The  weapon  that  Faulkner  purportedly 
used  to  shoot  Mumia  was  not  in  a condi- 
tion one  would  expect  from  a hunting 
enthusiast  and  ambitious  officer  about  to 
take  a detective’s  examination,  and  one 
patrolling  Philadelphia’s  Center  City  at 
4 a.m.  According  to  the  police  ballis- 
tics report,  the  gun  had  a bent  hammer 
spur,  contained  powder  fouling,  dirt  and 
lint  in  the  chambers  and  could  not  cock 
as  designed  in  single  action  because  of 
oversized  rubber  grips.  The  gun  was 
likely  a “throwaway.”  Finally,  not  a single 
pro.secution  witness  testified  to  seeing 
Daniel  Faulkner  shoot  Mumia.  (Chobert; 
N.T.6/19/82:267;  While:  N.T.6/21/82: 104; 
Scanlan:  N.T.6/25/82:47;  Magillon:  N.T. 
6/25/82:88-89) 

The  Frame<Up  Trial 

Lie:  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  describe 
Judge  Albert  Sabo,  who  presided  over  the 
1982  trial  and  the  1995-97  PCRA  hear- 
ings, as  a “reserved  and  dignified"  judge 
who  “had  a reputation  for  being  very  sel- 
dom reversed  on  appeal”  (pages  31-32). 
Truth:  Sabo  was  reversed  on  appeal  in 
more  than  a third  of  his  cases  (J.  Hen- 
derson. “Philadelphia’s  Judge  Sabo:  The 
Judge  Who  Became  Death  Row’s  King" 
[1996]).  At  the  time  of  the  1982  trial,  he 
was  overheard  by  court  reporter  Terri 
Maurer-Carier  as  saying.  "I’m  going  to 
help  them  fry  the  n — r.”  a fact  com- 
pletely disappeared  in  Murdered  by 
Mumia.  Sabo  banished  Mumia  from  the 
courtroom  for  nearly  half  the  trial,  depriv- 
ing him  of  the  ability  to  participate  in  his 
own  defense.  During  the  1995  PCRA 
hearings,  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  (16 
July  1995)  wrote  of  Sabo:  “The  behavior 
of  the  judge  in  the  case  was  disturbing  the 
first  time  around — and  in  hearings  last 
week  he  did  not  give  the  impression  to 
those  in  the  courtroom  of  fair-mindedness.” 
A 1996  study  showed  that  Sabo  sent  more 
than  twice  as  many  men.  overwhelmingly 
black  and  Latino,  to  death  row  than  any 
other  sitting  judge  in  the  country.  He  was 
a retired  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Police  and  was  widely  known,  includ- 
ing by  the  Philadelphia  legal  establish- 
ment. as  a “prosecutor  in  robes." 

Lie:  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  slate  that 
Joseph  McGill,  the  1982  trial  prosecu- 
tor, was  “delennined  to  qualify  as  many 
black  jurors  as  possible”  (page  156). 
Truth:  Joseph  McGill  used  II  out  of  15 
peremptory  strikes  to  bar  black  people 
from  Mumia's  jury.  A statistical  survey 
showed  that  Philadelphia  prosecutors  in 
the  1980s  were  5.2  times  more  likely  to 
throw  blacks  off  juries  than  whites.  In 
1987,  the  Philadelphia  D.A.’s  office  pro- 
duced an  official  training  tape,  based 
on  its  longstanding  practice,  on  how  to 
exclude  black  jurors  and  get  away  with 
it.  A one-minute  excerpt  of  the  video 
is  posted  on  YouTube  by  Journalists 
for  Mumia.  (See  htlp://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=rv9SJPa_dF8)  It  features  Assis- 
tant D A.  Jack  McMahon  advising  prose- 
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culors  to  choose  jurors  that  are  “unfair 
and  more  likely  to  convict"!  He  also 
advises  prosecutors  to  avoid  “the  blacks 
from  the  low-income  areas."  warning, 
“you  don't  want  smart  people.” 

The  Facts  About  the 
Arnold  Beverly  Confession 

The  8 June  1999  Arnold  Beverly  affi- 
davit detailing  how  he  was  hired  to  kill 
Faulkner,  who  had  become  a problem  for 
the  mob  and  corrupt  cops,  is  a key  piece 
of  evidence  that  clearly  demonstrates  the 
depth  of  the  frame-up  of  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal.  As  they  dismiss  the  Beverly  con- 
fession out  of  hand,  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish  barely  say  a word  about  the 
2001  federal  and  state  court  proceedings 
in  which  the  defense  sought  to  present 
the  confession  and  a substantial  body 
of  supporting  evidence.  Along  with  the 
sworn  declarations  of  Mumia  and  Wil- 
liam Cook,  this  included  the  affidavits  of 
Donald  Hersing.  an  FBI  confidential 
source  during  its  1 98 1 -82  investigation  of 
Center  City  police  corruption,  and  private 
investigator  Michael  Newman.  It  also 
included  the  28  July  2001  affidavit  of  Par- 
tisan Defen.sc  Committee  counsel  Rachel 
Wolkenstein.  who  served  on  Mumia's 
legal  defense  from  1995-99.  Wolken- 
stein's  affidavit  described  the  body  of 
substantial  evidence  supporting  Beverly's 
confession  and  why  Mumia's  prior  lead 
attorney.  Leonard  Weinglass,  had  refu.sed 
to  present  that  evidence  in  court. 

Murdered  by  Mumia  so  studiously 
avoids  the  Beverly  confession  and  sup- 
porting evidence  that  the  authors  do  not 
even  mention  the  lawyers  who  headed 
up  Mumia’s  defense  at  that  time — Mar- 
lene Kamish,  Eliot  Grossman  and  Nick 


of  collecting  this  information  was  to  help 
them  determine  how  much  of  a payoff 
they  should  demand," 

Fact:  Virtually  the  entire  chain  of  com- 
mand for  the  "investigation"  of  Faulk- 
ner's death  was  under  suspicion  in  fed- 
eral corruption  probes,  including  the  head 
of  the  Central  Division.  John  DeBene- 
detto  (convicted),  and  the  head  of  Homi- 
cide. James  Carlini  (unindicted  co- 
conspirator). Inspector  Alfonzo  Giordano, 
who  pled  guilty  to  corruption  in  1986. 
was  the  senior  officer  at  the  .scene  after 
Faulkner's  shooting  and  played  a key  role 
in  initiating  and  orchestrating  the  frame- 
up.  Donald  Hersing  declared  under  oath 
that  Giordano  was  part  of  a group  of 
police  officers  engaged  in  corruption 
activities.  (D.  Hersing  5/10/99  Affidavit) 
Hersing  also  stated  that  police  knew 
about  the  FBI  investigations.  Murdered 
by  Mumia  does  not  mention  Giordano's 
name  even  once. 

Fact:  Giordano  was  the  right-hand  man 
for  Frank  Rizzo,  Philadelphia's  racist 
police  chief  and  later  mayor  in  the  late 
1960s  and  '70s.  From  1968  to  1970. 
Giordano  was  in  charge  of  the  Stakeout 
squad,  which  helped  lead  a police  raid  on 
the  Black  Panthers’  headquarters  in  1970. 
He  was  also  the  supervisor  of  the  15- 
month  police  siege  of  MOVE'S  Powelton 
Village  house  in  1977-78,  which  resulted 
in  nine  MOVE  members  being  sent  to 
pri.son  on  frame-up  charges  of  killing  a 
cop  who  had  been  shot  in  the  police  cross 
fire.  Giordano  knew  exactly  who  Mumia 
was.  The  senior  officer  on  the  scene,  he 
had  both  motive  and  opportunity  to  frame 
up  Mumia  for  Faulkner's  killing. 

Fact:  Giordano  originated  the  claim  that 
Mumia’s  gun — the  putative  murder  weap- 


Faulkner  and 
Smerconish  boast  of 
support  they  received 
from  racist  xenophobes 
such  as  Joey  Vento. 
who  owns  Geno's 
Steaks  and  demands 
customers  “speak 
English’’  when  ordering. 


Brown — instead  falsely  asserting  that 
Mumia's  current  lawyer.  Robert  Bryan, 
"replaced  Leonard  Weinglass."  whom 
Mumia  fired  in  2001  (page  292). 

The  fact  is  that  Faulkner  and  Smercon- 
ish cannot  refute  Beverly’s  confession  and 
the  mountain  of  evidence  that  backs  it  up. 
Fact:  At  the  time  of  Faulkner’s  killing, 
the  Philadelphia  Police  Department  was 
under  at  least  three  federal  investigations 
for  corruption  involving  cop-mob  ties. 
(D.  Hersing  5/10/99  Affidavit)  The  Jus- 
tice Department  also  had  Philadelphia 
cops  acting  as  sources  in  the  investiga- 
tions. including  an  officer  whose  brother 
was  also  a cop.  Faulkner’s  brother  was  a 
cop.  Faulkner  also  owned  a very  expen- 
sive "Topcon"  camera  model  often  used 
by  the  FBI  at  the  time,  and  had  used  it 
the  night  of  his  death.  (Wakshul  HR 
12/16/81)  The  camera,  which  was  in  the 
possession  of  Philadelphia  cops,  has  since 
disappeared.  In  Murdered  by  Mumia. 
Maureen  Faulkner  cryptically  recounts 
that  during  the  1982  trial,  defense  attorney 
Anthony  Jackson  "asked  me  a very  odd 
question.  He  asked  me  if  Danny  owned  a 
camera.  1 said  he  did"  (page  .16), 

Fact:  Maureen  Faulkner  writes  that  Ed 
Frederick,  a member  of  the  Philadelphia 
police  Stakeout  unit,  informed  her  that 
after  meeting  Daniel  Faulkner  at  Broad 
and  Race  Streets.  Faulkner  "had  to  leave 
around  2:00  or  3:00  a.m.'  to  do  ‘club 
checks’  when  the  bars  let  out"  (page  18). 
In  his  10  May  1999  affidavit.  FBI  inform- 
ant Donald  Hersing  explained:  "Uni- 
formed officers  would  perform  routine 
'club  checks’  at  the  Morning  Glory  and 
other  after-hours  clubs  to  count  the  num- 
ber of  people  at  the  clubs.  The  purpose 


on — was  lying  beside  him  on  the  street 
despite  the  fact  that  according  to  police 
records,  the  cops  were  still  looking  for 
the  gun  some  14  minutes  after  hordes 
of  police  had  arrived  on  the  scene, 
(Police  Memo.  12/17/81)  It  was  Gior- 
dano who  claimed  that,  while  in  the 
back  of  the  police  van  at  the  scene. 
Mumia  confessed  to  shooting  Faulkner. 
(HR  12/9/81)  This  claim  was  refuted  by 
Stephen  Trombetta.  who  was  in  the  van 
with  Mumia  and  made  clear  that  Mumia 
made  no  such  statement.  (HR  1 2/9/8 1 ) 
Giordano  is  also  the  cop  who  arranged 
for  Chobert's  supposed  identification 
of  Mumia.  (N.T.6/l/82;70-71 ) Giordano 
was  a key  witness  for  the  prosecution 
against  Mumia  at  the  January  1982  pre- 
liminary hearing  and  bail  hearing.  (N  T. 
1/8/82:90-99;  1/11/82:71-78)  He  testified 
again  at  a I June  1982  hearing  regarding 
the  bogus  confession.  (N.T.6/l/82:67-98) 
Nonetheless.  Giordano  was  not  called  to 
testify  at  the  1982  trial.  He  was  reas- 
signed to  desk  duty  and  resigned  from  the 
Philadelphia  police  force  one  working  day 
after  the  trial  was  over.  As  Rachel  Wol- 
kenstein noted  in  her  28  July  2001  affi- 
davit. the  fact  that  Giordano  was  not 
called  to  testify  by  the  prosecution  is  a 
“powerful  indication  that  the  prosecution 
knew  of  Giordano's  involvement  in  cor- 
ruption and  thought  it  would  be  too  risky 
to  present  him  at  Mr  Jamal’N  trial." 
Notably,  not  only  do  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish disappear  Giordano  from  their 
book,  but  these  pre-trial  hearings  are  con- 
spicuously missing  from  the  transcripts 
on  the  Faulkner  Web  site. 

Fact:  As  already  noted,  at  least  six  wit- 
nesses. including  two  cops,  reported 


Bargef/WCAU-TV 


May  1985: 
Police  helicopter 
dropping  bomb 
on  MOVE’S 
Osage  Avenue 
house.  Eleven 
people,  MOVE 
members  and 
their  children, 
were  killed  and 
an  entire 
neighborhood 
destroyed  In  the 
ensuing  inferno. 


someone  at  the  scene  thought  to  be  the 
shooter  wearing  a green  army  jacket. 
Both  Beverly  and  Kenneth  Freeman.  Wil- 
liam Cook’s  passenger,  were  wearing 
green  army  jackets.  Substantiating  Bev- 
erly’s assertion  that  he  was  hired  with 
another  man  to  kill  Faulkner  is  Cook's  15 
May  1999  declaration  in  which  he  states 
that  Freeman  told  him  he  was  part  of  the 
plan  to  kill  Faulkner  and  had  "partici- 
pated in  the  shooting."  Beverly’s  state- 
ment that  Mumia  was  shot  by  a “uni- 
formed police  officer  who  arrived  on  the 
scene"  is  substantiated  by  the  account  of 
Sergeant  Westermann.  a Homicide  police 
officer,  who  stated  that  Mumia  was 
shot  by  “arriving  police  reinforcements." 
(12/9/81  Medical  Ex.  Inv,  Log) 

Fact:  Beverly  stated  he  saw  two  under- 
cover cops  and  a uniformed  police  officer 
in  a car  nearby.  In  late  1996.  an  eyewit- 
ness named  Marcus  Cannon  came  for- 
ward with  information  that  he  saw  two 
white  men  who  appeared  to  be  under- 
cover police  officers  on  the  scene  during 
, Faulkner's  shooting.  (N.T.6/30/97:123- 
25)  William  Singletary  has  testified  that 
he  saw  two  police  “white  shirts”  and 
other  cops  at  the  scene  immediately  after 
the  shooting.  As  Beverly  put  it  in  his  affi- 
davit. "any  police  officers  on  the  scene 
would  be  there  to  help  me." 

Mobilize  to  Free  Mumia  Now! 

Referring  to  those  fighting  to  prove 
Mumia’s  innocence.  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish write,  "It’s  like  that  old  Nazi  propa- 
gandist said,  if  you  tell  a lie.  tell  it  big 
enough,  tell  it  often  enough,  it  becomes 
truth"  (page  30).  This,  in  fact,  is  exactly 
the  methodology  of  Murdered  by  Mumia. 

In  her  drive  to  kill  Mumia.  Maureen 
Faulkner  brags  that  she  and  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Police  have  taken  every  measure 
to  prevent  Mumia’s  voice  from  being 
heard  from  prison,  openly  boasting  about 
trampling  upon  his  First  Amendment 
rights.  She  and  Smerconish  attack  the  most 
basic  of  democratic  rights,  ranting  against 


Mumia’s  exercise  of  his  right  to  appeal  to 
fight  his  frame-up  conviction.  Murdered 
by  Mumia  oozes  with  racism — from  its 
attacks  on  Mumia  and  his  supporters,  to  its 
description  of  members  of  the  MOVE 
organization  as  a bunch  of  “lawless"  and 
"dangerous"  murderers,  to  its  use  of  code 
words  that  are  the  stock-in-trade  of  racist 
demagogues.  Faulkner  and  Smerconish 
lake  pride  in  the  support  they  have  gotten 
from  racists  and  xenophobes  such  as  Joey 
Vento.  who  owns  Geno’s  restaurant,  which 
carries  a sign  declaring.  "This  is  America. 
When  ordering  speak  English." 

Smerconish  himself  was  a political 
advisor  to  Frank  Rizzo.  An  outspoken 
proponent  of  racial  and  ethnic  profiling 
by  the  cops  and  federal  agents,  Smercon- 
ish has  made  a name  for  himself  by  dis- 
missing the  torture  at  Abu  Ghraib  as 
"naked  pyramid  pictures”  and  calling  for 
the  mass  arrest  of  undocumented  immi- 
grants who  protest  for  their  rights. 

Smerconish  and  Faulkner  portray 
Black  Panthers  such  as  Mumia  as  com- 
mitted "cop  killers"  and  Mumia’s  sup- 
porters as  friends  of  "cop  killers”  who. 
like  “terrorists.’’  should  have  no  rights. 
This  is  a sinister  call  for  police  terror  not 
only  against  Mumia’s  defenders  but  all 
opponents  of  racist  oppression,  imperial- 
ist war  and  capitalist  exploitation.  In  their 
mendacity,  they  write  that  MOVE  was 
responsible  for  "an  exploding  bunker" 
that  cau.sed  the  death  of  eleven  people, 
five  of  them  children  on  13  May  1985. 
They  disappear  the  fact  that  it  was  the 
cops  under  black  Democratic  mayor  Wil- 
son Goode,  aided  and  abetted  by  the 
Feds,  that  dropped  a bomb  on  MOVE’S 
Osage  Avenue  home,  killing  eleven  MOVE 
members  and  their  children  and  destroy- 
ing a black  neighborhood. 

Among  those  cited  for  honorable  men- 
tion by  Smerconish  and  Faulkner  are  a 
number  of  Democratic  Party  officehold- 
ers. such  as  Philadelphia  D.A.  Lynne 
Abraham  and  Ed  Rendell.  the  Di.strict 
continued  on  page  W 


PDC  statement  as  it  appeared  In  black  newspaper.  Philadelphia  Tribune,  on  27 
April  2007.  Over  800  individuals  and  organizations,  including  unions  repre- 
senting hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers,  have  signed  on  to  the  statement. 
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LA.  Ports... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

racist  vigilantes  carrying  anti-immigrant 
signs  provocatively  tried  to  make  their 
way  into  the  picnic.  The  bigots  were 
thwarted  by  members  of  immigrant  rights 
groups  and  individual  trade  unionists, 
including  some  from  the  ILWU. 

Aside  from  issuing  some  perfunctory 
statements,  including  one  by  the  ILWU 
International  Executive  Board  declaring 
“injustice,  hatred,  and  discrimination... 
will  not  be  tolerated”  the  union  mis- 
leaders  have  refused  to  mobilize  their 
members  in  action  to  halt  the  racist  provo- 
cations. The  January  2008  ILWU  Dis- 
patcher grossly  alibis  those  responsible 
for  the  racist  provocations,  writing  that 
“nobody  knows  exactly  why  the  incidents 
happened  or  what  was  intended."  The 
ILWU  bureaucrats  are  partnering  with  the 
racist  PMA  bosses  in  the  “Joint  Coast 
Labor  Relations  Committee."  which  ruled 
that  the  contract  prohibits  the  display  of 
nooses  on  the  docks.  Longshoremen  told 
WV  .salesmen  that  ILWU  bureaucrats  have 
encouraged  them  to  file  grievances  with 
the  PMA  to  gef  the  bosses  to  discipline  the 
workers  involved  in  hanging  the  nooses. 
Granting  the  racist  bosses  the  authority  to 
deal  with  racist  workers  is  suicidal  and 
will  only  serve  to  strengthen  the  PMA's 
whip  hand.  As  a Spartacist  League  spokes- 
man explained  at  the  Los  Angeles  Decem- 
ber 8 Holiday  Appeal  benefit  for  class-war 
prisoners.  “TTie  PMA  will  only  intervene  to 
the  extent  it  can  weaken  the  union.  It  is  the 
power  of  the  union  that  must  be  brought 
to  bear  against  these  racist  provocations. 
The  union  must  clean  its  own  house!”  The 
class-collaborationist  program  of  the  pro- 
capitalist labor  tops  ties  working  people  to 
the  class  enemy,  especially  through  sup- 
port to  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party,  and 
preaches  the  lie  that  the  workers  and 
bosses  share  common  interests. 


The  desire  to  fight  back  against  the 
racist  filth  is  evident  among  the  ranks  of 
the  ILWU.  WV  salesmen  have  talked  with 
longshore  workers  who  said  that  the 
union  should  have-  acted  immediately 
after  the  noo.ses  first  appeared.  But  with 
the  union  bureaucrats  doing  nothing,  the 
L.A.  branch  of  the  ILWU’s  African  Amer- 
ican Longshore  Coalition  (AALC)  and 
port  security  guard  Eddie  Jones  and  his 
L.A.  Civil  Rights  Association  have  put 
themselves  forward  as  defenders  of  black 
longshore  workers. 

Some  100  people,  including  ILWU 
members,  were  mobilized  on  December  7 
by  the  L.A.  Civil  Rights  Association  and 
the  AALC  to  protest  in  front  of  the  PMA 
offices,  demanding  that  the  PMA  stop 
the  race-terror  provocations.  The  L.A. 
branch  of  the  AALC  has  been  distribut- 
ing a petition  calling  on  the  PMA  to 
take  “ACTION  to  stop  the  Hate  Crimes* 
and  ‘Racial  Terrorism’"  on  the  dtx;ks.  call- 
ing on  the  PMA  to  discipline  union  work- 
ers. The  AALC  has  also  threatened  to  file 
"hate  crime"  charges  with  the  police,  giv- 
ing a pretext  for  the  notoriously  racist  L.A. 
cops  to  muck  around  in  the  union  in  the 
name  of  “fighting  racism."  In  fact,  some  in 
the  AALC  have  a history  of  suing  the  union 
over  discrimination. 

We  oppose  suing  the  unions  on  princi- 
ple. The  capitalist  state,  which  consists  at 
its  core  of  the  cops,  military,  courts  and 
prisons,  exists  to  defend  the  class  rule  of 
the  bourgeoisie.  Opening  up  the  unions 
to  government  intervention  allows  the 
bosses  to  gain  control  over  the  unions  in 
order  to  weaken  them.  A stark  example  is 
the  government’s  decision,  approved  by  a 
U.S.  district  judge  in  November,  to  take 
over  the  elections  of  ILWU  Local  10  in 
San  Francisco.  This  decision  was  the  fruit 
of  complaints  by  Local  10  members  who 
ran  to  the  Department  of  Labor  to  com- 
plain about  having  been  disqualified  from 
running  for  union  office  in  prior  elections 
(see  “Government  Hands  Off  ILWU  Local 


10!"  WV  No.  903,  23  November  2007). 

Prominent  at  the  December  7 protest 
were  Jones  and  other  black  security 
guards  at  the  ports,  many  of  them  mem- 
bers of  the  ILWU.  Black  .security  guards 
observed  and  reported  some  of  the  noose 
incidents,  and  many  of  them  are  rightly 
revolted  and  outraged  over  the  presence 
of  nooses  on  the  docks.  Nonetheless,  secu- 
rity guards,  whether  black  or  while,  are 
auxiliaries  to  the  cops  and  serve  to  protect 
the  property  of  the  bosses.  Port  security 
guards  were  doing  their  job  when  they 
crossed  ILWU  picket  lines  during  the 
PMA  lockout  in  2002.  More  recently,  in 
August  port  security  guards  and  cops  in 
Sacramento  were  responsible  for  an 
attack  on  two  black  longshoremen  from 
San  Francisco  ILWU  Local  10  because 
they  called  their  union  rep  after  refusing 
to  submit  to  a search  of  their  vehicle  (see 
“ILWU  Rally:  ‘Drop  the  Bogus  Charges 
Now!’"  WNo.900, 12 October 2007).  We 
say:  Cops,  security  guards  out  of  the  unions! 

The  racial  oppression  of  black  people 
has  been  built  into  the  foundations  of 
American  capitalism  from  the  very  ori- 
gins of  the  U.S..  when  black  enslavement 
was  enshrined  in  the  U.S.  Constitution. 
With  the  rise  of  Jim  Crow  segregation 
came  its  enforcement  through  racist  ter- 
ror, exemplified  by  the  murderous  lynch 
mob.  Today,  the  threat  of  lynch-rope  ter- 
ror supplements  the  daily  terror  of  the 
capitalist  state,  from  its  marauding  cops 
in  the  ghettos  to  the  incarceration  of  over 
two  million  people,  nearly  half  of  them 
black,  to  the  pinnacle  of  the  capitalist 
state’s  apparatus  of  repression,  the  death 
penalty.  TTie  recent  proliferation  of  nooses 
confirms  what  we  have  always  said  about 
the  racist  death  penalty  in  America:  it  is  a 
barbaric  legacy  of  black  chattel  slavery. 

Our  struggle  for  black  liberation  is 
based  on  the  program  of  revolutionary 
integrationism.  While  combatting  every 
manifestation  of  racist  oppression,  fight- 
ing in  particular  to  mobilize  the  social 


power  of  the  multiracial  labor  movement, 
we  underline  that  full  equality  for  the 
black  masses  requires  that  the  working 
class  rip  the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  racist  capitalist  rulers  and  reorganize 
it  on  a socialist  basis.  Only  then  will  it  be 
possible  to  eliminate  the  material  roots  of 
black  oppression  through  the  full  integra- 
tion of  black  people  into  an  egalitarian 
socialist  society  based  on  a collectivized 
economy  with  quality  jobs,  housing,  health 
care  and  education  for  all.  For  black  lib- 
eration through  socialist  revolution! 

We  fight  for  a new.  class-struggle  labor 
leadership  guided  by  the  understanding 
that  the  interests  of  workers  and  of 
the  capitalists  are  irreconcilably  counter- 
posed.  This  means  politically  combatting 
the  exi.sting  pro-capitalist  labor  bureau- 
crats. those  like  the  ILWU  lops  who 
would  leave  the  struggle  to  defend  black 
ILWU  members  to  the  PMA  bosses  and 
others.  It  means  fighting  to  mobilize  the 
ILWU  to  organize  the  largely  immigrant 
port  truckers,  natural  and  indispensable 
allies  of  longshoremen.  It  means  combat- 
ting the  ILWU  lops’  criminal  support  to 
the  government’s  maritime  security  meas- 
ures and  reactionary  "war  on  terror."  a 
war  on  immigrants,  black  people  and 
labor.  The  labor  movement  has  every  inter- 
est in  fighting  against  the  racist  rulers’ 
anti-immigrant  witchhunt  and  demanding 
full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants! 

The  struggle  for  a fighting  labor 
movement  is  integrally  tied  to  the  strug- 
gle to  forge  a multiracial,  revolution- 
ary workers  parly  that  fights  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  capitalist  order  through 
socialist  revolution.  As  stated  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  program  of  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues,  which  are  fraternally  allied  to 
the  Spartacist  League:  "We  fight  to  win 
the  entire  working  class,  including  while 
workers  as  well  as  the  growing  number 
of  Latino  and  other  immigrants,  to  the 
fight  for  black  liberation,  strategic  to  the 
American  revolution  "* 


John  White... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

The  role  of  the  liberal  black  misleaders 
is  to  contain  social  unrest  within  bounds 
safe  for  the  racist  capitalist  rulers.  On 
September  20,  as  more  than  50.000  over- 
whelmingly black  people  came  out  to 
demonstrate  in  defense  of  the  Jena  Six  in 
Louisiana.  Sharpton  and  Jackson  preached 
reliance  on  the  same  "justice"  system 
that  from  the  county  sheriff  on  up  is  a 
machine  of  racial  and  class  oppression, 
pushing  the  deadly  illusion  that  racist 
injustice  is  an  aberration  that  can  be  set 
right  by  appeals  to  the  government. 

Had  White  not  defended  his  family 
that  night  and  had  his  son  been  killed,  the 
liberals  would  have  doubtless  wrung  their 


hands  and  shed  their  tears,  all  the  while 
intoning  about  “tolerance”  and  calling 
for  more  "hate  crime"  laws.  In  other 
words,  they  would  have  done  everything 
to  strip  blacks  of  the  right  to  defend  them- 
selves while  pushing  the  lie  that  the  capi- 
talist courts  of  injustice  can  redress  the 
oppression  of  black  people,  which  has 
always  been  the  cornerstone  of  American' 
capitalism. 

We  stand  in  counierposition  to  the  lib- 
erals and  black  nationalists,  whose  oppo- 
sition to  integrated  class  struggle  serves 
to  reinforce  the  capitalist  status  quo. 
which  is  based  on  oppression  and  exploi- 
tation. We  fight  for  the  independent 
mobilization  of  the  multiracial  working 
class  against  racist  terror  and  in  defense 
of  the  rights  of  black  people,  immigrants 
and  all  the  oppressed.  When  Michael 


Griffith,  a black  man.  was  lynched  in 
New  York’s  Howard  Beach  in  December 
1986.  we  raised  the  call  for  the  formation 
of  integrated  armed  workers  defense 
guards  drawn  from  responsible  union 
men  and  women  to  patrol  the  streets 
where  he  was  murdered.  In  particular,  we 
pointed  to  the  Transport  Workers  Union, 
the  powerhouse  of  New  York  City  labor. 
The  New  York  Labor  Black  League, 
which  is  fraternally  allied  with  the  Spar- 
tacist League,  was  founded  in  July  1986 
after  a successful  campaign  to  defend 
black  transit  worker  James  Grimes.  Grimes 
was  being  railroaded  by  the  courts  and  his 
bosses  for  using  his  gun  while  on  the  job 
to  defend  himself  against  robbers  who 
threatened  to  kill  him. 

Key  to  mobilizing  the  power  of  labor 
in  defense  of  all  the  oppressed  is  a politi- 


cal struggle  against  the  pro-capitalist 
union  lops  who  lie  the  working  class  to 
the  class  enemy,  especially  through  sup- 
port to  the  Democrats,  the  other  party  of 
American  capitalism.  Our  purpose  is  to 
build  a multiracial  revolutionary  workers 
party  that  fights  to  sweep  away  the  bar- 
baric system  of  capitalism  and  establish 
working-class  rule — the  only  path  to 
black  liberation.  Overturn  the  conviction 
of  John  White! 

* * * 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has 
contributed  to  a fund  set  up  for  John 
White’s  legal  defense.  We  encourage  our 
readers  to  do  the  same.  Send  contribu- 
tions to;  John  White  Legal  Defense 
Fund,  Ideal  Tax  Consultants.  762  Bel- 
mont Ave..  Babylon.  NY  1 1704.* 


Fact  Sheet... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

Attorney  who  prosecuted  Mumia.  Ren- 
dell  was  later  the  mayor  of  Philadelphia 
and  is  currently  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  the  same  time.  Murdered  by 
Mumia  targets  even  mainstream  media 
spokesmen  who  say  that  while  Mumia 
may  be  guilty,  he  should  get  a new 
trial  given  the  evidence  of  misconduct  by 
the  cops,  courts  and  prosecutors.  These 
spokesmen  primarily  seek  to  refurbish  the 
image  of  the  American  “justice”  system. 
In  attacking  them,  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish  are  trying  to  clear  the  path  for 
Mumia’s  execution  by  intimidating  any- 
one who  even  raises  a question. 

Over  800  individuals  and  organizations, 
including  unions  representing  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  workers,  have  signed  a 
PDC  statement  titled.  "We  Demand  the 
Immediate  Freedom  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal, 
an  Innocent  Man,"  that  also  calls  for 
the  abolition  of  the  racist  death  penally. 
Signatories  include  Nobel  Prize-winning 
author  Nadine  Gordimer,  black  intellectu- 


als Manning  Marable  and  Henry  Louis 
Gates  Jr.,  actor  Danny  Glover  and  numer- 
ous trade  unionists  around  the  world.  The 
crux  of  the  PDC  statement  was  echoed  by 
the  March  2007  issue  of  Shopsteward, 
published  by  the  Congress  of  South  Afri- 
can Trade  Unions,  which  represents  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  workers.  The  union.s 
that  have  gone  on  record  in  support  of 
Mumia  must  be  mobilized  in  action  to 
combat  this  racist  frame-up. 

Mumia  is  the  victim  not  of  a rogue 
cop.  bad  prosecutor  or  racist  judge,  but 
of  an  entire  “justice"  system  intent  on 
silencing  this  courageous  fighter  for 
the  oppressed.  The  capitalist  state — at  its 
core  made  up  of  the  cops,  courts  and 
prisons — is  an  instrument  of  repression 
to  uphold  the  class  rule  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie. The  lies  peddled  by  Smerconish 
and  Faulkner  have  been  refuted  many 
times  over.  That  they  are  now  given  a 
renewed  platform  on  national  news 
stations  should  make  it  clear  that  those 
fighting  on  behalf  of  Mumia  must  be 
mobilized  on  the  basis  that  he  is  an  inno- 
cent man. 

Every  legal  avenue  must  be  utilized  to 


fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom.  But  there 
should  be  no  illusions  that  the  forces  that 
have  kept  him  in  the  shadow  of  death  for 
26  years  will  give  him  justice.  The  only 
pressure  that  will  have  an  impact  on  the 
rulers  and  their  courts  is  the  fear  of  the 
consequences  of  executing  Mumia  or 
entombing  him  for  life.  What  is  crucially 
needed  is  the  mobilization  of  the  social 
power  of  the  international  labor  move- 


ment in  the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom.  If 
undertaken  with  a mobilization  of  the 
union  movement,  the  fight  to  free  Mumia 
and  abolish  the  racist  death  penalty  would 
be  a first,  giant  step  toward  infusing  work- 
ers with  the  consciousness  that  this  system 
must  be  overturned  through  proletarian 
socialist  revolution.  Free  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  now!  Abolish  the  racist  death 
penalty!  m 


Labor  Black  Struggle  League  * 
Workers  Vanguard  Readers’  Circle 


We  Need  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

Break  with  the  Democrats: 

The  Other  Party  of  War  and  Racism 

Saturday,  January  5,  4:30  p.m. 

Spartacist  Office  For  more  information;  (312)  563-0441 

222  S.  Morgan  St.  (at  Jackson) 

Ring  #23  on  buzzer 
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Free  Mumia... 

(continued  from  pa^e  12) 

MOVE  as  responsible  for  this  racist  mass 
murder,  which  was  carried  out  by  the 
police  under  black  Democratic  mayor 
Wilson  Goode  and  aided  and  abetted  by 
the  Feds, 

Seeking  to  intimidate  any  who  would 
take  up  Mumia’s  cause,  the  book  in- 
cludes a frontal  attack  on  the  Partisan 
Defense  Coriimittee.  which  soUdarized 
with  MOVE  and  has  fought  for  20  years 
for  Mumia's  freedom.  Faulkner  and 
Smerconish  even  attack  Stuart  Taylor, 
a conservative  legal  commentator  who 
questioned  the  fairness  of  Mumia's  1982 
trial  presided  over  by  “hanging  judge” 
Albert  Sabo.  Sabo,  who  also  presided 
over  Mumia’s  post-conviction  (PCRA) 
appeals,  was  overheard  by  a court  reporter 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  saying,  *Tm  going 
to  help.them  fry  the  n — r." 

Smerconish  and  Faulkner  make  no 
bones  about  the  political  nature  of  the 
frame-up.  retailing  the  prosecution  line 
that  Mumia’s  Panther  membership  proved 
that  he  had  been  planning  to  kill  a cop 
for  years.  As  the  PDC’s  Erica  William- 
son remarked.  “The  racist  capitalist  rulers 
want  to  see  Mumia  dead  because  they  see 
in  him  the  spectre  of  black  revolt.  The 
fight  to  free  Mumia  is  a key  focus  of 
the  struggle  to  abolish  the  racist  death 
penalty,  a legacy  of  chattel  slavery.” 

Rachel  Wolkenstein  commented.  “In 
being  written  as  a memoir,  this  book 
avoids  having  to  refute  the  massive  evi- 
dence of  Mumia’s  innocence  that  has 
been  unearthed  in  the  years  following  his 
trial.  In  fact,  this  evidence  is  irrefutable." 
Mumia’s  original  trial  was  marked  by 
racist  jury-rigging,  rampant  intimidation 
of  witnesses  by  cops  and  prosecutors,  the 
concealing  of  evidence  of  his  innocence 
and  the  manufacturing  of  phony  ballis- 
tics and  other  “evidence"  purportedly 
proving  Mumia’s  guilt.  Then  in  1999. 
Arnold  Beverly  came  forward  in  a sworn 
statement  saying  that  he,  not  Mumia. 
shot  and  killed  Officer  Faulkner  (go  to 
http://www.partisandefense.org/pubs/ 
innocent/ab.html).  To  those  who  base 
their  protests  on  the  call  for  a new  trial 
for  Mumia,  Wolkenstein  stated.  “What  is 
there  to  retry  in  this  case?  Mumia  should 
never  have  spent  a day  in  prison.  There 
must  be  mass  protests  demanding  that 
this  innocent  man  be  freed,  now!" 

Beverly  stated  in  his  affidavit  that  he 
and  another  man  were  hired  to  kill  Faulk- 
ner, who  was  a problem  for  the  mob  and 
corrupt  cops  because  he  interfered  with  graft 
and  payoffs  over  prostitution,  gambling 
and  drugs.  At  the  time  of  Faulkner’s  kill- 
ing in  the  Center  City  area,  the  Philadel- 
phia Police  Department  was  under  at  least 
three  federal  investigations  for  corruption 
involving  cop-mob  ties.  One-third  of  the 
cops  In  Mumia's  case  were  implicated  in 
corruption  charges.  Wolkenstein  remarked. 
“This  underscores  that  the  cops  are  insis- 
tent on  Mumia's  death  not  only  because 
he  has  been  an  outspoken  voice  for  black 
freedom,  but  so  that  they  can  bury  the 
proof  of  their  own  wrongdoing.”  She 
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noted,  "Murdered  by  Mumia  includes  not 
one  word  about  these  investigations.” 
Among  those  who  wrote  to  the  Today 
.show  demanding  that  it  present  a truthful 
account  of  this  case  wa.s  Veronica  Jones, 
one  of  the  witnesses  intimidated  by  police 
(http://i  1 1 7-photobucket.com/albums/ 
o59/jaysyro/JPGVJONES.jpg).  Jones  tes- 
tified at  a 1996  PCRA  hearing  that  police 
had  coerced  her  into  lying  at  the  1982 
trial,  when  she  denied  that  she  had  seen 


someone  run  from  the  scene.  That  person 
could  not  have  been  Mumia,  who  was 
found  sealed  on  a curb  bleeding  profusely 
after  having  been  shot  by  police.  The  dis- 
trict attorney  arrested  Jones  while  she 
was  on  the  witness  stand  in  1996.  hauling 
her  away  in  handcuffs  based  on  a years- 
old  petty  theft  warrant. 

Noting  the  "intimidation,  threats  and 
bullying  I've  endured  since  December 
1981.”  Jones  wrote.  “If  there  were  no  merit 
or  questions  looming  regarding  Mr.  Jamal’s 
innocence,  then  can  someone  please 
explain  to  me  why  so  much  effort  exerted 
to  publicly  try  to  discredit  and  humiliate 
me?”  She  offered  in  closing,  "I  knew  OlTi- 
cer  Faulkner  and  thought  he  was  a nice  per- 
son— to  me.  He  helped  and  looked  out  for 
me  several  times.  With  that  being  said.  I 
had  no  reason  whatsoever  to  protect  a man 
accused  of  murdering  him — a man  that  I 
did  not  even  know,  that  man  being  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.” 

In  a 2001  affidavit  submitted  to  stale 
and  federal  courts.  Wolkenstein  showed 
that  there  was  no  evidence  that  Mumia's 


gun  was  fired  that  night.  The  absence  of 
divots  in  the  sidewalk  contradicts  the 
cops*  tale  that  Mumia  fired  repeatedly  as 
he  stood  over  Faulkner,  while  bullet  tra- 
jectories point  to  more  than  one  shooter 
(see  PDC  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free 
Mumia  Ahu-Jamal — Mumia  Is  Innocent! 
http://www.partisandefense.org/pubs/ 
innocent/rw.html). 

Photographs  by  freelancer  Pedro  Pola- 
koff.  recently  unearthed  by  Michael 


Schiffmann,  further  refute  the  cops'  sce- 
nario (http://www.abu-jamal-news.com/). 
In  addition  to  showing  the  absence  of  div- 
ots. the  photos  confirm  that  a cabdriver 
who  testified  against  Mumia  was  not 
where  the  cops  and  prosecutors  claimed 
he  was.  They  also  clearly  show  police 
tampering  with  guns  and  other  evidence 
in  order  to  pin  the  murder  on  Mumia. 
Polakoff's  photos  were  featured  at  a 
December  4 press  conference  in  Philadel- 
phia which  was  picked  up  by  Reuters. 
Matt  Lauer  showed  some  of  them  in  ques- 
tioning Faulkner,  sending  Smerconish 
into  a fury. 

The  next  day.  Faulkner  appeared  on 
MSNBC’s  Hardball,  hosted  by  former 
Democratic  Parly  speechwriier  Chris 
Matthews,  who  did  not  even  give  the 
appearance  of  evenhandedness.  Matthews 
rehashed  the  claim  that  "for  26  years" 
neither  Mumia  nor  his  brother  Billy  Cook, 
who  was  on  the  scene  that  night,  ever 
gave  an  account  of  what  they  saw.  In  fact, 
Mumia  and  his  brother  both  gave  sworn 
statements  that.  like  the  Beverly  confes- 


sion. have  been  consistently  disregarded 
by  state  and  federal  courts.  Mumia  de- 
clared in  2001.  "I  did  not  shoot  Police 
Officer  Daniel  Faulkner.  I had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  killing  of  Officer  Faulkner.  I 
am  innocent.”  His  statement  describes  how 
he  ran  from  his  parked  cab  in  Center  City 
after  he  heard  shots  and  saw  other  people 
running,  recognizing  his  brother  stagger- 
ing in  the  street.  "1  saw  a uniformed  cop 
turn  toward  me  gun  in  hand,  saw  a flash 
and  went  down  to  my  knees"  (http:// 
www.panisandefense.org/pubs/innocent/ 
maj.html).  Mumia  was  not  only  shot  but 
beaten  by  cops  who  wanted  to  see  him  dead. 

Billy  Cook  gave  sworn  statements 
in  1999  and  2001  that  "Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  did  not  shoot  Officer  Faulkner 
and  I did  not  shoot  Officer  Faulkner” 
(http://www.partisandefense.org/pubs/ 
innocenl/wc.html).  Cook  states  that  Ken- 
neth Freeman,  a passenger  in  Cook's  VW, 
told  him  after  the  shooting  that  there  had 
been  a plan  to  kill  Faulkner  and  that  Free- 
man was  part  of  that  plan. 

Maureen  Faulkner  also  appeared  on 
Fox  News’  The  O 'Reilly  Factor  on  Decem- 
ber 6.  While  admitting  that  he  had  no  idea 
what  happened  the  night  of  the  shooting. 
O'Reilly  opined  that  Mumia  must  be 
guilty  because  his  frame-lip  was  upheld 
by  the  courts,  declaring,  “rve  got  to  go 
with  the  system.”  Gene  Herson.  Labor 
Coordinator  of  the  PDC.  responded, 
“There  is  no  justice  in  this  system  for 
people  like  Mumia.  for  fighters  for  black 
freedom,  for  labor  militants,  for  oppo- 
nents of  the  capitalist  system  and  its 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties.  The 
fact  that  the  conviction  and  death  sen- 
tence have  been  upheld  by  court  after 
court  despite  overwhelming  evidence  of 
innocence  shows  this.” 

Herson  stressed  the  need  to  mobilize  the 
social  power  of  the  labor  movement,  along 
with  all  fighters  against  racist  injustice, 
behind  Mumia's  cause:  "The  only  pressure 
that  will  have  an  impact  on  the  capitalist 
rulers  and  their  courts  is  the  fear  of  the 
consequences  of  executing  Mumia  or 
entombing  him  for  life.  It  look  a campaign 
of  international  mass  protest,  crucially 
including  trade  unionists,  to  stay  the  exe- 
cutioner’s hand  when  Mumia  was  under  a 
death  warrant  in  1995."  Herson  pointed  to 
the  call  by  the  PDC  and  other  organiza- 
tions for  day-after  emergency  protests  in 
the  event  of  a negative’decision  by  the 
Third  Circuit  and  a planned  national  pro- 
test in  Philadelphia  the  third  Saturday  after 
(http://www.partisandefense.org/events/ 
index.html).  He  emphasized.  “These  pro- 
tests must  serve  as  a springboard  to  revive 
mass  protest  behind  the  call:  Mumia  is 
innocent — Free  him  now!  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty!”* 


Jennifer  Beach 


Prepare  Now  for 
Emergency  Protests! 


On  May  1 7,  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
heard  oral  arguments  in  Mumia's  case,  and 
there  could  be  a decision  at  any  time. 

If  the  Court  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
sentence  or  denies  Mumia’s  appeals  for 
a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  have  called  for  protests  the  day 
after  the  decision.  Others  have  also 
called  for  protests. 

For  more  information  see  the 

PDC  Web  site,  www.partisandefense.org 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 
FREE  MUMIA  NOW! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man 

Free  Mumia  Abu-JamaM 


The  Fight  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


Mumia  is  ffwtofientf 


Aoaloiny  of  ■ Fraoe-Up 


Racist  Death  Panaltvl 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia”)  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  RO.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 


Orgsnize  protest/  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community  and 
religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia’s  case  in  your  union  or  organization’s  newsletter. 

Spread  the  word!  Contact  the  PDC  for  copies  of  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia 
AbU'Jamal— Mumia  Is  Innocent!  This  pamphlet  arms  activists  in  the  struggle  for 
Mumia’s  freedom  by  presenting  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  the  explosive  evidence  which  completely  destroys 
the  more  than  two-decades-long  frame-up  of  this  eloquent 
fighter  for  black  freedom.  It  is  available  for  $1 . Get  the 
PDC  button:  "Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist 
Death  Penalty!’’— $1  each.  Order  the  PDC  video,  From 
Death  Row.  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — $10  for  DVD.  $15 
for  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure.  Mumia  Is  an 
Innocent  Man:  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamai! — $2  for  25  copies. 
Order  from/make  checks  payable  to  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Partisan  Defense  Committee  • e-mail:  partisandefense@earthlmk.net  • Web  site:  www.partisandefense.org 


RO.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York.  NY  10013-0099  (212)  406-4262 

RO.  Box  802867,  Chicago,  IL  60680-2867  (312)  563-0442 

c/o  Box  29574,  Los  Feliz  Station,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90029-0574  (213)  380-8897 

RO.  Box  77462,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107-0462  (510)  839-0852 
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WOSKCHS  VMCURP 


Protesters  Counter  New  Drive  to  Execute  Mumia 


Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 


New  York, 
December  6: 
Supporters  of  the 
Spartacist  League, 
PDC  and  Labor 
Black  League  join 
protest  outside 
NBC’s  Toda/  show, 
which  featured 
appearance  by 
Maureen  Faulkner 
and  Michael 
Smerconish. 
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T/u'  following  statement  was  issued 
by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  on  9 
December  2007.  The  PDC  is  a class- 
struggle.  non-sectarian  legal  and  social 
defense  organization  which  champions 
cases  and  causes  in  the  interest  of  the 
whole  of  the  working  people.  This  pur- 
pose is  in  accordance  with  the  political 
views  of  the  Spartacist  League. 

Chants  of  "Mumia  is  innocent!  Free 
him  now!”  resounded  outside  NBC 
studios  in  New  York  on  December  6. 
as  Maureen  Faulkner  and  right-wing 
radio  broadcaster  Michael  Smerconish 
appeared  on  the  Today  show  with  Matt 
Lauer  to  push  their  book.  Murdered  by 
Mumia.  The  book  rehashes  police  and 
prosecution  lies  used  to  falsely  convict 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  of  the  killing  of  Phila- 
delphia police  officer  Daniel  Faulkner  on 
9 December  1981.  With  a decision  on 
Mumia’s  case  by  the  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  due  any  day.  the  book  makes 
its  purpose  clear  by  placing  front  and  cen- 
ter the  call  to  execute  this  innocent  man. 

The  Internationa!  Concerned  Family 
and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  Jour- 
nalists for  Mumia  and  Educators  for 
Mumia  waged  a campaign  calling  on  the 
Today  .show  to  allow  Mumia's  supporters 
to  counter  Faulkner  and  Smerconish.  Fol- 
lowing the  December  6 protest,  called 
by  the  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Coali- 
tion (NYC).  Partisan  Defen.se  Committee 
counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein  remarked. 
“What  was  clear  in  the  Today  show  and 
on  the  streets  today  is  that  there  are  two 
clearly  defined  side.s:  those  who  fight  for 


Mumia's  freedom  based  on  his  innocence 
and  the  forces  of  racist- 'law  and  order' 
led  by  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Police  who 
seek  his  execution." 

Wolkenstein.  who  served  on  Mumia's 
legal  team  from  1995  to  1999.  continued: 
“This  is  the  case  of  a racist  and  politi- 
cal frame-up.  Some  900  pages  of  FBI/ 
COINTELPRO  files  show  that  Mumia 
was  a target  of  the  FBI  and  the  Philadel- 


phia cops  from  the  time  he  was  a 1 5-year- 
old  Black  Panther  spokesman.  He  was 
further  targeted  when  he  became  a MOVE 
supporter  and  a journalist  widely  known 
as  the  'voice  of  the  voiceless'." 

Sparing  no  falsehood  in  trying  to  clear 
the  road  to  Mumia’s  legal  lynching. 
Maureen  Faulkner.  Daniel's  widow,  and 
Michael  Smerconish  paint  a viciously 
lying  portrait  of  MOVE,  a back-to-nature 


communal  group  that  Mumia  supports, 
as  a bunch  of  "lawless"  and  “dangerous” 
murderers.  Capping  a years-long  cam- 
paign of  state  terror  against  MOVE  was 
the  May  1985  police  firebombing  of  its 
Osage  Avenue  home,  killing  eleven  people, 
including  five  children,  and  destroying  an 
entire  black  neighborhood.  The  authors 
of  Murdered  by  Mumia  obscenely  paint 
continued  on  page  / / 


ILWU:  Fight  Racist 
Noose  Provocations 
at  L.A.  Ports! 


LOS  ANGELES — In  a deadly,  racist 
threat  to  black  dock  workers,  hangman’s 
nooses  were  discovered  on  five  separate 
occasions  at  waterfront  marine  terminals 
in  the  Los  Angeles  and  Long  Beach  ports 
in  October  and  November.  Nooses  were 
reportedly  dangled  from  port  vehicles  by 
individuals  from  the  foremen's  Local  94 
of  the  International  Longshore  and  Ware- 
house Union  (ILWU).  by  an  ILWU  Local 
1 3 member  and  by  someone  from  another 
union  on  the  docks,  while  another  worker 
displayed  a noose  on  his  Tshirt.  Make  no 
mistake  about  it:  the  noose  is  a call  to 
race  terror,  invoking  the  lynch  mobs  that 
brutally  murdered  thousands  of  black 
people  in  the  century  after  the  Civil  War- 
Today.  the  racist  death  penalty  in  this 
country  is  the  lynch  rope  made  legal.  The 
multiracial  ILWU.  a bastion  of  labor 
power,  must  mobilize  m action  to  defend 
its  black  members.  This  is  an  elementary 
step  for  the  union  to  fight  for  the  unity 
and  integrity  of  its  entire  membership. 

The  outrage  and  protests  over  Jim 


Crow  justice  in  Jena.  Louisiana,  where 
six  black  high  school  students  are  being 
persecuted  for  sitting  under  a “white  tree" 
and  defending  themselves  against  racist 
provocations,  have  been  answered  with 
a nationwide  epidemic  of  racist  provoca- 
tions in  which  lynch-rope  nooses  arc 
being  hung  at  workplaces,  .schools  and 
homes  to  terrorize  black  people.  On  the 
waterfront,  it  is  the  bosses  at  the  Pacific 
Maritime  Association  (PMA)  who  stand 
to  gain  from  the  fostering  of  poisonous 
racial  and  ethnic  divisions  within  the 
workforce,  especially  with  the  union  head- 
ing into  negotiations  for  a new  contract  as 
its  current  contract  with  the  PMA  is  set  to 
expire  in  mid  2008.  A struggle  by  the 
ILWU  against  the  racist  provocations, 
drawing  in  the  other  multiracial  unions  of 
the  area,  would  send  a message  to  the 
racists  to  crawl  back  into  their  holes  and 
would  make  clear  that  such  provocations 
will  not  be  tolerated  by  the  union.  It 
would  also  galvanize  the  ILWU  and  be  a 
show  of  union  strength. 


Long  Beach: 
Protesters 
demonstrate 
outside  Pacific 
Maritime 
Association 
shipowners 
headquarters  after 
hangman’s  nooses 
were  found  at  dock 
terminals  in  L.A. 
area,  December  7. 
Bottom:  Noose 
hanging  from 
truck's  antenna 
at  port. 


The  heavily  Latino  ILWU  membership 
in  the  L.A.  ports,  which  are  the  largest  in 
the  U.S..  has  a vital  stake  in  fighting 
back  against  these  racist  threats.  As  dem- 
onstrated by  the  "war  on  terror."  the 
forces  of  capitalist  reaction  in  the  U.S, 
take  aim  at  blacks  and  foreign-born 
workers  alike,  while  seeking  to  foment 


Floyd  Mitchell 

anti-immigrant  chauvinism  among  black 
people  and  anti-black  racism  among  the 
immigrant-derived  population  so  that  the 
filthy  rich  capitalists  can  safely  get  their 
profits  to  the  bank.  During  the  September 
2006  L.A  Labor  Day  march  and  picnic, 
a dozen  Minutemen  and  Save  Our  State 
continued  on  page  10 
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Break  with  the  Democrats!  For  a Class-Struggle  Workers  Party! 


For  Black  Liberation 
Through  Sociaiist  Revoiution! 


The  candidates  of  the  capitalist  Dem- 
ocratic Party  say  their  2008  campaigns 
are  all  about  “change.”  After  seven  years 
of  rule  by  the  demented  Bush  gang  (or 
what’s  left  of  its  inner  circle),  much  of 
the  American  populace  does  indeed  want 
change.  The  widely  unpopular,  bloody 
imperialist  occupation  of  Iraq  drags  on. 
the  economy  teeters  on  recession,  the 
wages  and  living  conditions  of  those 
with  jobs  have  taken  a pounding,  home 
foreclosures  are  soaring,  civil  liberties 
have  been  increasingly  shredded.  The 
racist  atrocity  in  the  face  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  is  the  domestic  signature  of  the 
Bush  administration;  millions  watched 
angrily  as  the  poor  and  black  residents  of 
New  Orleans  were  left  to  die  or  suffer 
intolerable  conditions.  From  Abu  Ghraib 
to  Guantanamo  Bay.  the  lexicon  of  tor- 
ture has  become  a matter  of  “civilized 
debate"  in  bourgeois  circles. 

The  trade-union  bureaucrats  and  the 
black  bourgeois  politicians,  tailed  by  the 
reformist  left,  seize  on  social  discontent 
to  peddle  the  lie  that  support  to  the 
“lesser  evil"  Democratic  Parly  will  serve 
the  interests  of  working  people  and  the 
oppressed.  But  the  policies  pursued 
by  the  Bush  regime  are  not  simply  the 
product  of  a particularly  vicious  admin- 


istration. Imperialist  war,  racism  and 
repression  are  endemic  to  the  capitalist 
system.  As  Marxists,  we  fight  to  break 
workers  and  the  oppressed  from  illu- 
sions in  the  Democrats,  the  other  party 
of  war  and  racism,  and  to  forge  a workers 
party  that  fights  to  overturn  the  capital- 


ist system  through  workers  revolution. 

In  the  2008  presidential  race,  the  Dem- 
ocrats offer  two  front-runners  who  would 
have  been  unthinkable  even  a few  years 
ago:  a black  man.  U.S.  Senator  Barack 
Obama,  and  a woman,  former  first  lady 
Hillary  Clinton.  Obama  look  the  Iowa 


caucuses;  Clinton  the  New  Hampshire 
primary.  The  third  lop  candidate  in  the 
Democratic  Party  race,  former  vice  presi- 
dential candidate  Senator  John  Edwards, 
poses  as  a populist  out  to  fight  the  “spe- 
cial interests”  and  “corporate  greed."  In 
slump  speeches,  they’re  all  for  “healing." 
“hope”  and  “unity.”  They’re  “fired  up  and 
ready  to  go.”  not  least  to  restore  the  bat- 
tered image  of  U.S.  imperialism  in  the 
world,  including  with  some  belated  nods 
to  the  popular  demand  to  withdraw  sooner 
rather  than  later  from  Iraq. 

The  Democrats’  rhetoric  is  meant  to 
refurbish  illusions  that  the  shell  game  of 
continued  on  page  8 


New  Orleans,  September  2005:  Hurricane  Katrina  survivors  abandoned  by  racist  capitalist  rulers  (left).  Demonstrators 
from  all  over  the  U.S.  rallied  in  Jena,  Louisiana,  on  20  September  2007  against  Jim  Crow  persecution  of  six  black  youth. 


Down  With  U.S.  Provocations  Against  Iran! 


U.S.  imperialism  is  again  rattling  its 
saber  against  Iran.  Alleging  that  on 
January  6 Iranian  patrol  boats  in  the 
Strait  of  Hormuz  threatened  three  U.S. 
warships — part  of  the  vast,  nuclear- 
armed U.S.  armada  off  the  coast  of 
Iran — President  Bush  declared  that 
“there  will  be  serious  consequences  if 
they  attack  our  ships,  pure  and  simple" 
and  warned  that  “all  options  are  on  the 
table  to  protect  our  assets."  The  Bush 
administration  has  threatened  Iran  since 
2002  as  part  of  the  “axis  of  evil."  listing 
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it  along  with  several  other  countries  as 
a potential  target  for  a nuclear  first 
strike.  This  latest  imperialist  provoca- 
tion occurred  as  Bush  set  out  on  a tour 
of  the  Near  East,  in  part  to  rally  Arab 
states  against  the  "Iranian  threat," 

When  the  Pentagon  released  its  video 
of  the  patrol  boat  “incident" — showing 
unarmed  speedboats  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  warships,  with  audio  spliced  in  say- 
ing. “you  will  explode" — the  Iranian 
government  denounced  it  as  a fabrica- 
tion. Tehran  then  released  its  own  video 
of  the  incident  showing  an  Iranian  patrol 
boat  issuing  a routine  request  for  iden- 
tification, with  a routine  response  from 
the  U.S.  warship.  The  U.S.  government’s 
story  has  increasingly  unraveled,  as  even 
the  Pentagon  later  admitted  that  it  didn’t 
know  where  the  audio  “threat"  came 


from.  Whatever  the  facts  of  the  incident, 
the  real  provocation  is  that  U.S.  war- 
ships are  patrolling  off  the  coast  of  Iran 
and  threatening  the  country.  As  our  com- 
rades of  the  Spartacist  League/Brilain 
stressed  in  a statement  issued  after  Iran 
seized  15  British  army  and  naval  per- 
sonnel near  the  Iranian  coast:  “We  do 
not  know  what  the  British  forces  were 
up  to  at  the  time  of  their  capture,  but  we 
do  know  that  the  imperialists  are  the 
aggressors  and  this  semi-colonial  coun- 
try is  in  their  crosshairs"  (reprinted  in 
WNo.  890.  13  April  2007). 

Having  overwhelmingly  given  the 
Bush  administration  the  green  light  to 
carry  out  the  brutal  invasion  and  occupa- 
tion of  Iraq,  the  Democrats  today  join  the 
Republicans  in  declaring  Iran  to  be  a 
"threat,”  All  the  major  Democratic  presi- 


dential candidates — Clinton,  Obama  and 
Edwards — have  likewise  made  clear  that 
“all  options  are  on  the  table"  against  Iran. 
In  fact,  a common  criticism  of  Bush  by 
the  Democrats  is  that  the  occupation  of 
Iraq  has  been  a distraction  from  effec- 
tively confronting  Iran. 

In  the  event  of  an  attack  by  the  U.S. 
imperialists  or  the  nuclear-armed  Israeli 
stale,  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  interna- 
tional working  class,  including  working 
people  in  the  U.S..  to  take  a side  for  the 
military  defense  of  Iran  without  giv- 
ing an  iota  of  political  support  to  the 
reactionary  Tehran  regime.  The  pretext 
for  the  threats  against  Iran  had  been 
its  supposed  nuclear  weapons  program, 
which  even  U.S.  intelligence  agencies 
now  say  was  abandoned  in  2003.  We 
continued  on  page  10 


Union  Tops  Push  Giveback  Contract 

Democrats  Put  Chicago  Transit 

on  the  Chopping  Block 


Dump  Binding  Arbitration! 


We  reprint  helow  a Spartacisl  leaflet 
issued  on  January  7 in  Chicago.  The 
Illinois  stale  government  may  he  on  the 
verf>e  of  approving  long-term  funding  for 
Chicago  mass  transit  that  would  avert 
the  immediate  threat  of  mass  layoffs  and 
sen-ice  cuts.  This  funding  would  seal 
the  rotten  arhiiralion  contract  rammed 
through  last  summer. 

CHICAGO — 2.400  Chicago  transit  work- 
ers (almost  a quarter  of  the  entire  work- 
force) face  the  new  year  with  the  threat 
of  a January  20  mass  layoff  hanging  over 
their  heads.  And  Chicago's  working  pop- 
ulation faces  cuts  of  over  half  the  city’s 
bus  routes,  hitting  poor,  black  and  Latino 
neighborhoods  especially  hard.  For  over 
a year,  the  Chicago  Transit  Authority 
(CTA)  heads,  hand-picked  by  the  Demo- 
cratic mayor  Richard  M.  Daley,  have 
been  threatening  increasingly  onerous 
“Doomsday"  scenarios  if  they  don’t  get 
more  funding  from  the  Democratic- 
controlled  Illinois  slate  government.  Even 
if  the  funding  comes  through,  the  com- 
pany has  made  clear  that  it  is  looking  to 
slash  union  jobs  through  privatization  and 
attrition.  If  they  get  away  with  these 
attacks,  the  city's  bosses  will  be  embold- 
ened in  their  attacks  on  other  city  unions. 


A union  job  with  the  CTA  has  long 
been  viewed  as  a "job  for  life"  with 
decent  wages,  benefits  and  a good  pen- 
sion. The  threatened  "Doom.sday"  cuts 
and  other  attacks  on  this  heavily  black 
workforce  come  amid  all-sided  attacks 
on  workers,  black  people  and  immigrants 
in  "Segregation  City."  In  recent  years  the 
bulk  of  the  city’s  public  housing  projects 
have  been  razed  to  the  ground.  In  the 
past  year  the  Cook  County  health  system 
has  been  crippled  with  hundreds  of  lay- 
offs and  the  closure  of  12  out  of  26  pub- 
lic health  clinics.  And  the  racist  killer 
cops  have  been  running  rampant,  gun- 
ning down  black  youth  in  particular  (see 
“Chicago  Cops  Keep  on  Killing — PDC 
Speaker:  Mobilize  Labor!  Protest  Racist 
Cop  Terror!",  Workers  Vanguard  No.  897. 
3 1 August  2007).  The  transit  system  itself 


is  rotting  and  dysfunctional.  Even  aside 
from  the  current  budget  gap.  the  CTA 
estimates  it  would  take  another  56  billion 
to  bring  the  rail  and  bus  system  into  the 
21st  century. 

The  Amalgamated  Transit  Union 
(ATU)  locals  241  (bus)  and  308  (rail) 
are  singularly  positioned  to  stop  the 
"Doomsday"  cuts,  with  the  social  power 
to  turn  the  Loop  into  a parking  lot.  A real 
labor  fight  against  the  layoffs  and  service 
cuts  would  find  natural  allies  in  the  city's 
multiracial  working  population  as  a 
whole  as  well  as  the  impoverished  black 
and  Latino  masses  who  have  a vital  need 
for  free,  quality  mass  transit.  But  this 
potential  power  is  continually  kept  in 
check  by  the  ATU  trade  union  tops’  pros- 
tration before  the  Democrats  and  their 
embrace  of  binding  arbitration.  This 
flows  from  their  pro-capitalist  program 
and  the  lie  that  workers  share  common 
interests  with  the  bosses.  Break  with  the 
Democrats!  For  a workers  party! 

Last  June,  the  ATU  tops,  in  cahoots 
with  the  CTA  brass,  the  Daley  administra- 
tion and  Democratic  governor  Rod  Blago- 
jevich,  agreed  to  a sellout  contract.  That 
contract,  the  rotten  fruit  of  arbitration,  is 
still  dependent  on  the  state  providing 
more  transit  funding.  The  5-year  deal, 
unprecedented  in  length,  jacks  up  the 
employee  share  of  contributions  for  pen- 
sion and  retiree  health  care,  canceling 
raises  planned  for  the  first  two  years  of  the 
contract.  This  deal  robs  transit  workers  of 
around  $30  million  a year  in  order  to  help 
bail  out  the  pension  fund  and  to  finance 
their  own  retirement  health  care  plan. 

To  cram  this  rotten  pact  down  the 
membership's  throats,  the  union  bureau- 
crats agreed  to  run  it  through  "expe- 
dited" binding  arbitration,  preventing  a 
union  vote  and  writing  off  in  advance 
any  possibility  to  strike.  Under  Illinois 
law,  it  is  voluntary  for  the  transit  unions 
to  enter  into  arbitration!  This  makes  the 
third  contract  in  a row  that  the  ATU  241 
tops  have  turned  to  arbitration.  Binding 
arbitration  has  long  been  a crucial 
weapon  in  the  union-busting  arsenal  of 
the  bosses,  designed  to  stop  strikes  from 
happening  and  to  gut  the  very  purpose  of 
unions.  Binding  arbitration  takes  a deci- 
sion on  the  contract  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  workers  and  into  the  hands  of  sup- 
posedly “neutral"  arbitrators  who  are  in 
fact  stacked  against  the  union. 


Workers 


The  bureaucrats’  embrace  of  this  class 
collaboration,  which  ties  labor  to  the 
exploiters,  goes  hand  in  hand  with  their 
longstanding  allegiance  to  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party.  Since  the  summer,  the 
ATU  misleaders  have  put  everything  into 
lobbying  efforts  in  Springfield,  and  noth- 
ing into  any  real  fight  against  the  com- 
pany’s "Doomsday"  threats,  much  less  a 
better  contract.  In  fact,  if  the  CTA  gets 
every  penny  the  union  lops  are  lobbying 
for,  the  transit  workers  will  still  be  get- 
ting the  same  rotten  arbitration  deal. 

In  early  December,  the  union  tops 
called  for  a "job  action"  for  Monday, 
December  17.  Instead  of  mobilizing  the 
union  ranks  in  untied  action,  they  called 
for  a voluntary  one-day  "sick  out.”  This 
would  have  made  it  much  easier  for  the 
company  to  victimize  individual  workers. 
Nevertheless,  transit  workers  took  the 
sick  out  seriously  as  a way  to  finally 
protest  the  dire  threat  to  their  livelihoods, 
perceiving  it  to  be  some  kind  of  action 
against  the  bosses’  attacks.  Workers  re- 
ported to  WV  salesmen  how  there  had 
been  lively  discussions  at  work  locations, 
and  by  phone  between  locations,  to  be 
sure  support  for  the  sick  out  was  solid. 

But  the  union  bureaucracy  called  it  off 
on  December  14.  making  it  clear  that  it 
was  never  a real  threat  but  one  more  stunt 
to  pressure  the  bourgeois  politicians. 
"This  is  an  action  we  never  wanted  to  take 
in  the  first  place.”  said  ATU  308  president 
Rick  Harris.  "We  were  trying  to  be  heard 
by  the  state  legislators  that  we  needed 
help."  The  same  day  a letter  from  the 
ATU  International  was  mass  distributed 
to  workers  at  company  expense,  ordering 
the  local  union  presidents  to  "cease  and 
desist”  any  talk  of  a "job  action."  The  let- 
ter also  threatened  the  union  locals  with 
trusteeship  or  expulsion  if  they  did 
not  back  down.  The  company  has  since 
threatened  to  seek  a court  injunction  to 
block  walkouts  in  the  future. 

To  questions  from  workers  as  to  what 
was  gained  by  the  threatened  sick  out, 
union  leaders  reportedly  explained  that 
the  arbitration  deal,  which  was  set  to 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  year,  had  been 
extended  to  January  20.  the  day  of  the 
mass  layoffs!  So  while  the  workers  face 
getting  thrown  in  the  streets,  the  union 
tops  are  just  looking  to  preserve  their 
arbitration  deal. 

In  trying  to  excuse  their  inaction.  ATU 
officials  have  reportedly  pointed  to  the 
Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU)  Local 
100  strike  in  New  York  City  in  Decem- 
ber 2005  as  proof  that  illegal  strikes 
don’t  work.  In  fact,  transit  workers  crip- 
pled the  center  of  finance  capitalism  by 
walking  off  the  job  in  defiance  of  the 
state  Taylor  Law’s  ban  on  public  work- 
ers strikes.  But  with  strikers  up  against 
continued  on  page  10 


For  the  Communisni  of  Lenin, 

Luxemburg  and  Liebknecht! 

This  month,  the  International  Communist 
League  continues  the  communist  tradition  of 
honoring  the  "Three  L’s":  Bolshevik  leader 
V.  1.  Lenin,  yvho  died  in  January  1924,  and 
Marxist  leaders  Karl  Liebknecht  and  Rosa 
Luxemburg.  Luxemburg  and  Liebknecht  were 
assassinated  in  January  1919  by  the  reaction- 
ary Freikorps  as  part  of  the  German  Social 
Democratic  government 's  .suppression  of  the 
Spartakist  uprising.  We  print  helow  a 1930 
appreciation  of  Rosa  Luxemburg  published  in 
the  Militant.  new.spaper  of  the  Communist  League  of  America,  the  Trotskyists  at  the  time. 

From  the  period  of  her  first  work  in  Poland  to  the  day  that  the  Communist  Parly  in 
Germany  was  founded  by  her  and  Karl  Liebknecht.  her  record  can  be  searched  in  vain 
for  any  compromise  in  principle.... 

It  was  Rosa  Luxemburg  who  published  the  first  appeals  to  the  German  proletariat,  to 
the  German  masses,  to  rise  against  the  imperialist  war  and  the  socialist  bellwethers 
who  led  them  to  the  slaughter. . . . 

Rosa  Luxemburg  knew  how  to  stand  and  fight  as  a minority,  even  a minority  of  one. 
Especially  now  should  this  characteristic  of  hers  be  recalled,  when  it  is  as  necessary  and 
difficult  to  swim  against  the  current  as  it  was  in  her  time.... 

Despite  their  conflicting  viewpoints  on  many  questions,  said  Lenin.  Rosa  Luxem- 
burg was  an  eagle.  The  modern  Communist  movement  is  as  inseparable  from  the  name 
and  work  of  Rosa  Luxemburg  as  it  is  from  the  name  of  Lenin.  For  both  of  them  the 
International  was  the  fatherland.  To  attempt  to  identify  either  of  them  with  one  par- 
ticular nation  is  as  meaningless  as  to  say.  for  instance,  that  Marx  was  a German  revolu- 
tionist. Both  of  them  were  single-mindedly  consecrated  to  the  triumph  of  the  interna- 
tional proletariat.  Both  of  them  were  teachers  and  soldiers  in  an  epoch  that  makes  them 
greater  than  those  who  illuminated  the  pages  of  history  in  the  past.  Both  of  them  were 
devoted  to  the  cau.se  that  is  superior  to  all  others  because  its  victory  opens  an  entirely 
new  epoch  for  humanity.  For  that  they  are  deathless. 

— "Rosa  Luxemburg— 1 1 Years  After."  Militant.  18  January  1930 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Germany:  Anti-Communists 
Undermine  Fight  to  Free  Mumia 


Wc  reprint  heUnv  a 27  Dci  ember  2007 
statement  by  the  Committee  for  Social 
Defense  (KfsV).  a fraternal  organization 
of  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee.  The 
KfsV  is  associated  with  the  Spartokist 
Workers  Party  of  Germany,  section  of  the 
Internationa!  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist). 

The  case  of  award-winning  black  jour- 
nalist Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  an  innocent 
man  who’s  been  on  death  row  in  Penn- 
sylvania for  over  25  years  now,  falsely 
convicted  of  killing  Police  Officer  Daniel 
Faulkner,  has  reached  a decisive  phase. 
With  a decision  by  the  U.S.  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  anticipated  any  day, 
a media  blitzkrieg  has  been  launched 
against  Mumia  by  those  who  want  to 
see  him  dead.  This  campaign  is  centered 
on  the  release  of  the  lying  tract  Mur- 
dered by  Mumia  by  Maureen  Faulkner, 
the  widow  of  the  police  officer  of  whose 
killing  Mumia  was  falsely  convicted, 
and  right-wing  radio  broadcaster  Michael 
Smerconish. 

The  offensive  by  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish once  again  lays  bare  what  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  its  fra- 
ternal organizations  internationally — in 
Germany,  the  Committee  for  Social  De- 
fense— have  repeatedly  emphasized  in 
our  efforts  to  revitalize  the  international 
protest  movement:  Mumia’s  frame-up 
was  political.  Just  like  the  racist,  corrupt 
court  that  railroaded  him  to  death 
row.  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  claim  that 
Mumia’s  earlier  membership  in  the 
Black  Panther  Party  and  his  continuing 
support  for  the  MOVE  organization  show 
that  he  had  planned  for  years  to  kill  a 
cop.  A successful  fight  to  free  Mumia 
would  be  a huge  victory  for  the  struggle 
to  abolish  the  racist  death  penally,  which 
m the  U.S.  is  a legacy  of  chattel  slavery. 
More  broadly,  winning  Mumia’s  freedom 
would  be  a blow  against  racist,  capitalist 
oppression  internationally. 

When  Faulkner  and  Smerconish  ap- 
peared on  NBC’s  Today  show  on  6 
December  2007,  our  comrades  of  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  joined  with 
other  groups  of  Mumia’s  supporters  to 
refute  their  lies,  participating  in  a protest 
called  by  the  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
Coalition  (NYC).  As  Faulkner  and  Smer- 
conish attempted  to  grease  the  skids  for 
Mumia's  legal  lynching,  a crowd  of 
some  100  protesters  outside  the  NBC 
building  in  New  York  chanted.  "Mumia 
is  innocent!  Free  him  now!’’  Photos  from 
the  crime  scene,  which  were  recently 
unearthed  by  Michael  Schiffmann  and 
further  expose  and  confirm  the  frame-up 
of  Mumia.  were  shown  by  the  Today 
show  host,  sending  Smerconish  into  a 
fury.  Following  the  protest.  PDC  counsel 
Rachel  Wolkenstein  stated.  "There  are 
two  clearly  defined  sides:  those  who 
fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  based  on  his 
innocence  and  the  forces  of  racist  ‘law 
and  order’  led  by  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Police  who  seek  his  execution." 

It  is  in  this  context  that  a group  called 
the  Berliner  Bundnis  fiir  Mumia  [Berlin 
Coalition  for  MumiaJ.  a coalition  made 
up  of  the  Berlin  chapter  of  Rote  Hilfe 
[Red  Aid],  the  group  Freiheit  fiir  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  [Freedom  for  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal|.  the  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Horbuch- 
gruppe  I Audiobook  Group)  associated 
with  Michael  Schiffmann.  and  others 
attack  the  KfsV.  In  November  they  issued 
a “Statement  on  the  KfsV."  an  anti- 
communist tirade  against  our  fight  for  a 
class  struggle  movement  to  free  Mumia 
(www.mumia-hoerbuch.de/bundnis.htm). 
Just  what  IS  the  "ongoing  problem"  that 
led  the  Berlin  Coalition  to  an  "unfortu- 
nately necessary  distancing  from  the 
KfsV’’?  They  denounce  us  for  insisting  on 


Mumia's  innocence,  for  asserting  that  he 
is  the  victim  of  a racist  frame-up.  and  for 
our  "iron  insistence  on  the  demand  for 
Mumia’s  immediate  release."  We  plead 
guilty  as  charged! 

The  Coalition  complains  in  its  “State- 
ment" that  KfsV  supporters  attended 
meetings  in  April  2007  to  fight  for  a 
genuine  united-front  protest  (i.e..  united 
in  action  with  freedom  of  political  criti- 
cism for  all  participants)  on  May  12 
based  on  demands  for  Mumia's  freedom: 
"Moreover  they  [the  KfsV]  demanded 
that  the  Coalition  may  only  mobilize  on 
the  basis  of  these  three  slogans:  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  is  innocent!  Freedom  for 
Mumia!  Down  with  the  death  penally; 
that  all  participants  in  the  coalition 
were  obliged  to  recognize  these  three 


slogans;  and  that  each  group  mobilize 
with  its  own  leaflets  and  calls  for  the 
demonstration," 

The  slogans  listed  above  were  agreed  to 
by  the  participants  at  the  first  meeting  of 
1 April  as  the  basis  for  a demonstration. 
This  was  overturned  by  Sabine  Schubert 
from  Freedom  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  and 
representatives  from  the  Audiobook 
Group  at  the  next  Coalition  meeting  on  1 0 
April.  According  to  Schubert.  "Mumia  is 
Innocent"  was  not  acceptable  to  Amnesty 
International.  The  Coalition  clearly  states 
that  the  “main  point  of  contention  is  the 
demand  for  a new.  fair  trial"  which  they 
uphold  and  we  reject. 

The  call  for  a "new.  fair  trial"  is  short- 
hand for  a program  of  reliance  on  the 
capitalist  class,  its  politicians  and  its 
courts  to  grant  justice  to  fighters  for 
the  oppressed.  While  it  is  necessary  to 
utilize  every  legal  avenue  in  Mumia’s 
defense,  the  movement  for  his  freedom 
cannot  rely  on  the  same  capitalist  “jus- 
tice" system  that  sent  him  to  death  row. 
This  has  been  clearly  shown  in  the  con- 
crete in  Mumia’s  case.  In  every  legal 
action  since  Mumia’s  conviction,  the 
courts  have  denied  the  evidence  of  his 
innocence  and  of  the  stale  frame-up. 
That  includes  three  evidentiary  hearings, 
plus  three  motions  and  two  appeals  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Slate  Supreme  Court,  a 
federal  habeas  corpus  petition  filed  in 
the  U.S.  District  Court,  as  well  as  three 
petitions  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The 
stale  wants  Mumia  dead  or  behind  bars 
for  the  rest  of  his  life  because — as  a 
former  Black  Panther,  a MOVE  sup- 
porter and  an  eloquent  opponent  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  the  “voice  of  the 
voiceless" — he  represents  the  spectre  of 
black  revolt. 

At  bottom,  the  "new  trial"  slogan  is  an 
appeal  to  those  who  see  Mumia’s  case 


not  as  the  frame-up  of  an  innocent  man 
but  as  an  isolated  "miscarriage  of  jus- 
tice," The  Coalition  thus  works  to  con- 
iine Mumia’s  supporters  to  reliance  on 
the  capitalist  courts  and  appeals  to  the 
liberal  "mainstream.”  like  Amnesty  Inter- 
national. To  make  the  demand  for  a 
"new.  fair  trial"  a perspective  for  the 
movement  for  Mumia’s  freedom  means 
reaching  out  to  those  liberals  who  ques- 
tion Mumia’s  innocence,  who  would  be 
content  if  he  were  condemned  to  a living 
death,  who  just  want  the  frame-up  to 
gain  the  appearance  of  “fairness"  and 
“due  process."  The  Coalition  seeks  to 
appeal  to  those  in  the  "mainstream”  who 
see  the  legal  hell  that  Mumia  has  been 
put  through  as  a stain  on  the  image  of 


American  “justice"  or  a deviation  from 
European  “constitutional”  democracy. 
Preaching  that  the  next  court  is  the  court 
that  will  grant  Mumia  a new.  fair  trial 
also  demoralizes  those  youth  and  work- 
ers who  initially  joined  the  fight  for 
Mumia  because  in  his  fight,  they  saw 
their  own  fight  against  "the  system"  as 
they  understood  it  and  have  experienced 
it  firsthand. 

Only  the  power  of  a mass  movement 
with  a central  working-class  component 
can  force  the  capitalist  courts  to  back 
down  and  grant  Mumia’s  freedom.  To 
build  that  movement  we  must  wage  and 
win  a political  battle  against  illusions  in 
capitalist  “justice." 


The  work  of  the  KfsV.  like  that  of  our 
fraternal  organizations  internationally, 
stands  in  the  class-struggle,  non-sectarian 
tradition  of  communist  defense  work — of 
the  International  Red  Aid  of  the  early, 
revolutionary  Comintern  and  especially 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense  of  the 
1920s  in  the  U.S..  which  was  headed  by 
James  P.  Cannon,  founding  member  of  the 
Communist  Party  and  founder  of  Ameri- 
can Trotskyism.  As  laid  out  by  Cannon  in 
the  context  of  the  fight  for  freedom  for 
Italian  anarchists  Sacco  and  Vanzetti; 
"One  policy  is  the  policy  of  class  strug- 
gle. It  puls  the  center  of  gravity  in 
the  protest  movement  of  the  workers  of 
America  and  the  world.  It  puts  all  faith 
in  the  power  of  the  masses  and  no  faith 
whatever  in  the  justice  of  the  courts. 
While  favoring  all  possible  legal  pro- 
ceedings. it  calls  for  agitation,  publicity, 
demonstrations — organized  protest  on  a 
national  and  international  scale.  It  calls 
for  unity  and  solidarity  of  all  workers  on 
this  burning  issue,  regardless  of  conflict- 
ing views  on  other  questions." 

— "Who  Can  Save  Sacco  and 
WanzeUiT' Labor  Defender. 
January  1927 

This  is  the  understanding  with  which 
we  of  the  PDC  and  KfsV  seek  to  revive 
mass  protests  for  Mumia.  We  fight  to 
bring  this  understanding  to  Mumia's 
potential  allies.  The  link  between  Mumia’s 
struggle  for  freedom  and  the  fight  against 
capitalist  oppression  is  the  starling  point 
for  our  efforts  to  make  Mumia’s  case 
broadly  known.  In  Germany  over  the 
past  period,  the  KfsV  has  taken  Mumia’s 
case  to  the  GDL  train  drivers’  picket 
lines,  asiheir  strikes  were  the  target  of 
legal  persecution  from  the  bosses’  courts. 
We  have  participated  in  protests  by  Kurd- 
ish organizations,  together  with  Turkish 
and  German  leftists,  against  the  Turkish 
stale’s  offensive  against  the  Kurds  in 
northern  Iraq.  We  made  the  link  between 
Mumia’s  defense,  opposition  to  the  Turk- 
ish army  and  the  U.S. -led  imperialist 
occupation  of  Iraq  and  the  defense  of  the 
PKK  and  other  Kurdish  organizations 
that  are  banned  and  terrorized  by  the 
German  and  other  capitalist  governments 
in  Europe. 

We  brought  Mumia's  case  to  refugee 
groups  protesting  against  racist  terror 
and  deportation  and  against  the  brutal 
conditions  in  the  deportation  jails  of 
Berlin  run  by  the  capitalist  SPD/Links- 
partei  [Social  Democratic  Party/Left 
Party]  city  government.  We  made  a par- 
allel with  Mumia's  case  when  we  de- 
fended the  Autonomes  and  other  leftists 
continued  on  page  6 
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22nd  Annual  Holiday  Appeal  for  Class-War  Prisoners 


LBL  Speaker:  Mobilize  Labor  Power 
in  Fight  to  Free  Mumia! 


The  Partisan  Defense  Commiuee’s  22nd 
annual  Holiday  Appeal  for  Class-War 
Prisoners  was  held  this  December  in 
New  York  City.  Chicago,  the  Bay  Area. 
Los  Angeles.  Toronto  and  Vancouver.  The 
PDC,  a class-struggle  legal  and  social 
defense  organization  associated  with  the 
Spartacist  League,  raised  over  $11,000 
after  expenses  for  its  program  of  monthly 
stipends  to  those  imprisoned  for  standing 
up  to  racist  capitalist  repression — whose 
freedom  is  in  the  interest  of  the  entire 
working  class.  The  PDC  revived  this  con- 
crete expression  of  solidarity  initiated  by 
the  early  International  Labor  Defense 
under  James  P.  Cannon,  its  founder  and 
first  secretary  (1925-28).  and  currently 
sends  money  to  16  class-war  prisoners.  A 
central  focus  of  this  year's  events  was  the 
urgent  campaign  to  mobilize  mass  protest 
demanding  freedom  for  death  row  politi- 
cal prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 

Among  the  speakers  in  New  York  City 
was  radical  attorney  Lynne  Stewart,  who 
was  convicted  along  with  Mohamed 
Yousry  and  Ahmed  Abdel  Saitar  in  2005 
on  outrageous  "war  on  terror”  frame-up 
charges  of  conspiracy  to  provide  material 
support  to  terrorism  and  to  defraud  the 
U.S.  government.  Stewart  is  free  during 
appeal  of  her  28-month  sentence,  as  is 
Yousry  during  appeal  of  his  20-month 
sentence.  Oral  arguments  are  scheduled 
for  January  29  at  2 p.m.  at  the  U.S.  Court 
of  Appeals.  500  Pearl  Street  in  lower 
Manhattan.  Rally  in  defense  of  Lynne 
Stewart  on  January  28  at  St.  Mary’s  Epis- 
copal Church,  521  West  126th  Street  at  7 
p.m.  Fighters  for  civil  liberties  and  black 
and  labor  rights  should  pack  the  court- 
room! Abdel  Satiar  is  locked  up  in 
Colorado’s  infamous  Supermax  prison, 
sentenced  to  24  years.  Free  Abdel  Satiar! 
Overturn  the  convictions  of  Stewart  and 
Yousry! 

Monique  Code  also  spoke  at  the  NYC  . 
gathering  on  behalf  of  Mumia's  son,  Jamal 
Hart,  who  was  targeted  for  his  prominent 
activism  in  the  campaign  to  free  his  father 
and  sentenced  in  1998  to  ISVz  years  with- 
out parole  on  bogus  firearms  possession 
charges.  Speaking  in  Toronto  were  Dave 
Bleakney,  National  Union  Representative 
of  the  Canadian  Union  of  Postal  Workers, 
and  MacDonald  Scott,  an  activist  from  the 
Ontario  Coalition  Against  Poverty  and 
No  One  Is  Illegal.  In  the  Bay  Area.  Donna 
Wallach  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Leonard 
Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

The  fight  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is 
at  a critical  juncture.  On  May  1 7.  the  Third 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  heard  oral  argu- 
ments in  Mumia’s  caSe,  and  there  could 
be  a decision  at  any  time.  Maureen  Faulk- 
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LBL  spokesman  Ron  Hinds,  member  of  Transport  Workers  Union  Local  100,  at 
NYC  Holiday  Appeal. 


ner,  widow  of  Police  Officer  Daniel 
Faulkner,  and  right-wing  radio  broad- 
caster Michael  Smerconish  have  recently 
come  out  with  Murdered  by  Mumia.  which 
rehashes  vicious  lies  aiming  at  the  legal 
lynching  of  Mumia  (see  the  PDC  Fact 
Sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching).  As  support  for  capital 
punishment  wanes,  this  tract  serves  as  a 
rallying  cry  for  the  racist  death  penalty. 
If  the  court  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
.sentence  or  denies  Mumia's  appeals  for 
a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the  PDC 
and  Labor  Black  Leagues  have  called 
for  protests  the  day  after  the  decision. 
The  PDC  is  also  mobilizing  a class- 
struggle  contingent  for  the  national  dem- 
on.siration  called  by  the  International  Con- 
cerned Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  three  Saturdays  after  the  deci- 
sion. Go  to  www.parlisandefense.org  for 
more  information. 

The  following  speech,  edited  for  publi- 
cation. by  New  York  Labor  Black  League 
spokesman  Ron  Hinds,  who  is  a member 
of  Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU) 
Local  ICO.  was  delivered  at  the  NYC 
Holiday  Appeal  on  December  16. 


We  in  the  Labor  Black  League  for 
Social  Defense  say:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is 
an  innocent  man!  Free  him  now!  Abolish 
the  racist  death  penalty!  Free  all  class- 
war  prisoners!  The  same  capitalist  state 
that  has  viciously  sought  to  punish  my 
union  ever  since  we  struck  in  New  York 
City  transit  in  December  2005  wants 
Mumia  executed.  This  stale  has  to  be 
smashed  through  socialist  revolution,  and 


it  will  take  a revolutionary  workers  party 
to  lead  this — a party  that  will  sweep  away 
capitalism  and  usher  in  a socialist  society 
where  those  who  labor  rule.  The  Labor 
Black  Leagues  are  fraternally  allied  to 
the  Spartacist  League,  a multiracial  revo- 
lutionary Marxist  organization  that  seeks 
to  build  that  party.  Karl  Marx  wrote 
that  labor  cannot  emancipate  itself  in  the 
white  skin  where  in  the  black  it  is  branded. 
Brothers  and  sisters,  the  road  to  black  lib- 
eration is  through  socialist  revolution! 

In  early  2{)06.  Mumia  wrote  a column 
defending  my  union  and  the  right  to 
strike.  The  bourgeoisie  saw  the  strike  as 
akin  to  a slave  insurrection  by  our  heav- 
ily black  and  Immigrant  union.  During 
the  strike,  the  billionaire  mayor  Michael 
Bloomberg  branded  us  as  thugs.  The  LBL 
seeks  to  mobilize  the  multiracial  labor 
movement  in  solid  militant  actions  to 
defend  workers  and  the  oppressed.  Our 
supporters  have  fought  within  the  unions, 
where  the  .social  power  lies,  to  mobilize  to 
free  Mumia.  Imagine  what  it  would  have 
meant  if  the  call  to  free  Mumia  had  been 
a key  demand  of  our  strike. 

Mumia’s  case  resonates  with  workers 
in  my  union.  We  have  long  pushed  the 
union  to  take  up  his  fight.  Refiecting  our 
efforts,  dozens  of  stewards  and  officers 
have  added  their  names  to  those  world- 
wide calling  to  free  Mumia. 

A whole  range  of  organizations  that 
call  themselves  socialist — including  some 


with  supporters  in  my  union — from  the 
International  Socialist  Organization  to 
Workers  World  Parly,  to  ANSWER,  to 
Socialist  Action,  base  their  protests  for 
Mumia  around  the  call  for  a new  trial. 
What  can  that  mean?  Mumia  is  the  victim 
of  a racist  frame-up  by  the  capitalist  jus- 
tice system  that  has  kept  him  in  death  row 
hell  for  a quarter  of  a century.  Such  calls 
serve  to  build  illusions  in  the  capitalist 
state.  Mumia  is  innocent'.  Free  him  now! 

It  is  the  working  class  that  creates  the 
wealth  in  this  capitalist  society.  TWU 
Local  100.  which  is  made  up  of  black, 
white.  Latino.  Asian  workers  and  immi- 
grant workers,  crippled  the  financial  capi- 
tal of  the  world  in  December  2005  when 
we  withheld  our  labor.  Working-class  peo- 
ple in  the  city  and  the  oppressed  and  unem- 
ployed saw  this  struggle  as  their  own. 
But  that  strike  was  cut  short  by  a class- 
collaborationist  union  leadership  that  ties 
the  union  to  the  Democratic  Party  of  Gov- 
ernor Eliot  Spitzer.  When  he  was  the  state 
attorney  general.  Spitzer  led  the  state’s 
efforts  to  punish  the  workers  and  the  union 
with  injunctions  and  fines  and  the  jailing  of 
Local  100  president  Roger  Toussaint. 

What  workers  need  is  their  own  party, 
a workers  party  that  fights  for  a workers 
government,  a party  that  fights  for  their 
interests  and  the  interests  of  black  peo- 
ple. women,  immigrants,  gays  and  all  the 
oppressed.  A party  that  fights  for  socialist 
revolution  to  expropriate  the  tiny  ruling 
class,  armed  to  the  teeth,  that  owns  and 
controls  everything  worth  having  in  this 
society. 

We  are  facing  an  assault  by  the  bosses. 
They  care  about  nothing  but  their  profits. 
The  Democrats  and  Republicans  are' not 
our  friends.  The  leaderships  of  the  AFL- 
CIO  and  the  Change  to  Win  coalition  tie 
the  workers  to  these  bourgeois  parties, 
which  both  support  the  "war  on  terror”  and 
the  murderous  occupations  of  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  resulting  in  untold  death  and 
misery  for  the  people  of  these  countries. 
We  in  the  LBL  demand  all  imperialist 
troops  out  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  now! 

Mumia's  case  is  a microcosm  of  capi- 
talist class  rule  and  the  black  oppression 
that  is  intrinsic  to  it.  In  the  U.S..  the  bar- 
baric death  penalty  is  the  legacy  of  chat- 
tel slavery,  the  lynch  rope  made  legal. 
We  say  finish  the  Civil  War!  The  road 
to  black  freedom  lies  in  the  struggle 
for  revolutionary  integrationism — the  full 
continued  on  page  7 


TWU  workers  on 
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Manhattan's  Clara 
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Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BAY  AREA 


Saturday,  January  19, 12  p.m. 

The  State  and  Revolution 
1634  Telegraph  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  Oakland 
(near  19th  St.  BART) 

Information  and  readings;  (510)  839-0651 
or  e-mail:  sycbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


LOS  ANGELES 


Wednesday,  February  6,  6:30  p.m. 
The  Struggle  for  Black  Liberation; 
Key  to  Socialist  Revolution  in  America 
UCLA.  Ackerman  Union 
Meeting  Room  3516 
Information  and  readings  (213)  380-6239 
ore-mail  $lsycla@sbcglobal  net 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

wwwJcl-fi.org 


TORONTO 


Mondays,  7:30  p.m. 

January  21:  Iraq,  Afghanistan: 
U.S.,  Canadian  Troops  Out  Now! 
February  4;  The  Revolution  of  1949: 
Why  China  Is  Not  Capitalist 
University  of  Toronto 
Sid  Smith  Building,  Room  2112 
100  St.  George  Street 
Information  and  readings:  (416)  593-4138 
ore-mail:  spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  January  23,  6 p.m. 
The  Revolution  Betrayed: 
Trotskyism  vs.  Stalinism 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Student  Union  Building,  Room  212 
Information  and  readings 
(604)  687-0353,  Or  e-mail 
trotskyj3l_vancouver@shawcable  rnm 
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VW  prim  below 
Spariacu.s  Youth  Club 
member  Hal  Salt 's  speech  at 
the  New  York  Holiday  Appeal, 
sli/ihlly  edited  for  publication. 

My  name  is  Hal.  I’m  with  the  Sparta- 
cus  Youth  Club,  and  I want  to  say  a few 
things  about  what  we  do.  who  we  are 
We're  the  youth  auxiliary  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League,  the  American  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League.  We 
have  been  active  in  bringing  Mumia's 
case  to  students  and  young  activists  across 
the  country.  We  are  here  in  solidarity  with 
the  class-war  prisoners  who  are  impris- 
oned for  standing  up  to  racist  capitalist 
repression  and  imperialist  depredation. 

We  intervene  in  the  struggles  of  stu- 
dents and  workers  with  a revolutionary 
Marxist  perspective,  in  opposition  to  the 
capitalist  class  and  its  parties,  whether 
Democrat.  Republican  or  Green.  We  seek 
to  mobilize  youth  behind  the  multiracial 
working  class.  The  transit  strike  here  in 
New  York  City  in  2005  demonstrated  the 
power  the  youth  must  look  to.  It  is  the 
working  class  that  has  the  power  to  radi- 
cally change  society  because  it  creates 
the  wealth  of  society — it  creates  every- 
thing we  have,  everything  we  use — and  it 
can  bring  that  production  to  a halt  at  any 
lime.  It  is  the  working  class  that  has  the 
social  power  and  historic  interest  to  end 
this  wretched  decaying  system  of  capi- 
talist exploitation  once  and  for  all.  It  was 
the  success  of  the  Russian  Revolution  of 
1917  that  proved  this  understanding.  And 
this  is  our  model  today. 

In  1917.  the  Bolshevik  Parly  led  the 
working  class  of  Russia  to  seize  stale 
power,  thereby  establishing  the  dictator- 
ship of  the  proletariat,  and  expropriated 
the  capitalists.  The  Bolshevik  Party,  a van- 
guard party  that  was  the  proven  tribune  of 
the  people,  fought  against  all  aspects  of 
social  oppression — from  fighting  against 
women's  oppression  in  the  family  and  dis- 
crimination against  gays,  to  freeing  the 
oppressed  peoples  of  the  tsar's  empire  and 
stopping  the  pogroms  of  the  Black  Hun- 
dreds against  the  Jews.  The  estates  of  the 
landed  nobility  were  abolished,  the  land 
nationalized  and  industry  collectivized. 
The  new  workers  stale  had  taken  its  first 
steps  in  planning  the  economy  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  toilers. 

Despite  the  subsequent  Stalinist  degen- 
eration of  the  October  Revolution,  the  cen- 
tral gains  of  the  revolution  embodied  in 
the  establishment  of  a planned  economy 
remained.  We  alone  defended  the  Soviet 
Union  until  its  final  undoing  in  1991-92. 
The  rest  of  the  so-called  left,  like  the 
grossly  misnamed  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  and  the  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party,  were  firmly  in  the  camp 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  supporting  counter- 
revolution. Today  we  fight  in  defense  of 
the  remaining  deformed  workers  stales  of 
Cuba.  China.  North  Korea  and  Vietnam. 
We  fight  for  workers  political  revolu- 
tions there,  to  oust  the  anti-Marxist,  anti- 
working-class  Stalinist  bureaucracies  and 
establish  workers  democracy.  Meanwhile 
the  fake  left  continues  to  side  with  imperi- 
alism against  those  workers  stales. 

Central  to  the  defense  of  the  remaining 
workers  stales  is  the  struggle  for  socialist 
revolution  here  in  the  belly  of  the  imperi- 
alist beast.  And  what  is  key  to  making 
socialist  revolution  in  America  is  the  fight 
for  black  liberation.  Black  oppression  is 
the  cornerstone,  here  in  America,  of  capi- 
talism. American  capitalism  was  founded 
on  black  chattel  slavery,  and  today  black 
people  remain  an  oppressed  race-color 
caste  forcibly  segregated  at  the  bottom  of 
society,  while  at  the  same  time  compos- 
ing a strategic  layer  of  the  working  class. 
Contrary  to  what  is  prevalently  pushed  by 
liberals  and  fake  socialists  like  the  ISO 
and  Workers  World  Party,  that  racism  is 
the  result  of  bad  ideas  and  can  simply  be 
ended  by  changing  those  ideas,  we  under- 
stand that  black  oppression  has  a material 
basis  in  capitalism  to  this  day.  and  can 
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only  be  ended  through  the  forcible  over- 
throw of  capitalism.  Being  the  party  that 
acts  as  the  tribune  of  the  people  means 
championing  the  fight  to  free  all  class- 
war  prisoners.  It  means  defending  those 
in  the  cross  hairs  of  the  capitalist  stale 
despite  political  differences.  It  means 
championing  the  fight  against  black  op- 
pression, and  Mumia's  case  is  what  black 
oppression  in  America  is  all  about. 

Here  in  New  York  we  do  a lot  of  work 
on  Columbia's  campus,  where  we  are 
known  as  the  revolutionary  communists. 
We  are  known  as  those  who  fight  to  free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  giving  presentations 
to  groups  all  over  that  are  interested  in 
his  case — at  SUNY  Purchase,  at  Smith 
College,  at  the  University  of  Maryland — 
where  we  explain  how  he  is  an  innocent 
victim  of  a racist  frame-up.  railroaded  to 
death  row  for  his  political  beliefs. 

But  we  don't  just  introduce  students  to 
the  facts  of  Mumia's  case — we  present  a 
strategy  to  win  his  freedom.  Students, 
like  workers,  imbibe  the  false  notion  that 
the  courts  are  neutral  and  that  if  you  only 
present  the  truth  to  the  courts,  the  truth 
will  set  Mumia  free.  But  that  bourgeois 
lie  is  exactly  what  reformists  like  the  ISO 
and  Workers  World  Party  perpetuate  in 
their  calls  for  a new  trial,  in  their  grovel- 
ing appeals  to  the  liberals  who  are  more 
concerned  about  the  image  of  racist 
American  “democracy"  than  they  are 
about  freeing  an  innocent  black  man. 
These  reformists  are  the  ones  who  have 
demobilized  the  masses  who  were  out  in 
the  streets  a decade  ago  on  behalf  of 
Mumia.  We  know  that  there  is  no  equal- 
ity between  oppressor  and  oppressed 
in  the  capitalist  court  of  law.  We  know 
that  the  death  penally  that  hangs  over 
Mumia’s  head  is  the  legacy  of  chattel 
slavery  and  the  ultimate  weapon  in  the 
ruling  class’  arsenal  to  stop  modern-day 
slaves  in  revolt.  We  support  every  legal 
means  to  secure  Mumia's  freedom  while 
placing  no  faith  in  the  courts  and  all  faith 
in  the  power  of  the  working  class.  Our 
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communist  understanding  offers  the  strat- 
egy that  is  required  to  free  Mumia. 

Recently  the  hell  that  is  capitalist  Amer- 
ica was  shown  clearly  in  the  case  of  the 
Jena  Six.  who  are  six  black  high  school 
students  from  Jena.  Louisiana,  who  last 
year  sal  under  the  "white  tree"  on  their 
campus.  After  months  of  racist  harassment 
and  threats,  including  the  hanging  of  lynch 
ropes  from  the  tree  after  they  sat  under  it, 
they  were  charged  with  attempted  murder 
after  a white  student  hurled  the  "N”  word 
at  them  and  ended  up  mildly  injured  in  a 
scuffle.  Members  of  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  went  to  Jena  on  September  20  to 
bring  our  revolutionary  program  to  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  outraged  protesters, 
including  many  black  students.  We  took  a 
side  with  the  Jena  Six.  demanding  that  all 
charges  be  dropped. 

Sweeping  the  country  since  then  has 
been  a rising  tide  of  racist  reaction.  At 
Columbia  a noose  was  found  on  a black 
professor’s  door  after  anti-Muslim,  anti- 
communist graffiti  was  found  in  the  bath- 
rooms. Students  furious  with  the  racist 
incidents  on  campus  protested  outside 
the  building  where  the  professor's  office 
is.  We  were  front  and  center,  with  our 
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signs  calling  for  black  liberation  through 
socialist  revolution  and  for  students  to 
protest  the  lynch  rope  provocations.  We 
argued  with  students  that  the  climate  at 
Columbia  is  not  confined  by  the  campus 
gates  and  that  all  over  the  country  provo- 
cations like  this  have  been  occurring;  that 
the  solution  is  not  faith  m the  administra- 
tion or  more  cops  on  campus,  but  social- 
ist revolution  to  smash  the  material  basis 
for  inequality  and  racism.  We  argue,  much 
to  the  shock  of  some  students,  that  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  Harlem  should  be 
allowed  to  go  to  Columbia.  Trust  me. 
when  we  gel  up  and  shout.  “National- 
ize Columbia!  For  open  admissions  and 
no  tuition!"  the  reaction  is  shock  that 
we  would  dare  challenge  Columbia  as  a 
bastion  of  race  and  class  privilege. 

Just  recently  I was  quoted  in  Colum- 
bia's campus  paper,  the  Spectator,  for  a 
speech  I gave  at  a protest  against  David 
Horowitz  when  he  came  to  campus.  I said 
that  America  was  founded  on  the  ruthless 
exploitation  of  blacks  and  argued  against 
illusions  in  the  Democratic  Party.  In 
response  to  this.  David  Judd,  a well- 
known  member  of  the  ISO  at  Columbia, 
grossly  accused  us  of  being  “destructive." 
Well,  what  really  bothers  him  is  our  revo- 
lutionary program  and  our  exposure  of 
his  group’s  and  other  fake  socialists’ 
"Anybody  but  Bush"  pressure  politics, 
which  in  effect  lead  people  to  support  the 
Democrats,  chaining  them  to  the  class 
enemy.  He  went  on  to  whine  that  all  we 
do  is  "denounce  everybody. ..as  refor- 
mists who  are  selling  out  the  working 
class."  Well,  everything  has  its  name,  so 
we  might  as  well  use  the  right  one!  What 
else  do  you  call  groups  who  side  with  the 
class  enemy,  who  tell  workers  to  have 
faith  in  capitalist  so-called  democracy, 
and  even  advise  their  own  oppressors  how 
best  to  advance  their  program  of  imperi- 
alist slaughter  and  conquest,  like  when 
they  signed  a petition  calling  on  Bush  and 
Cheney  to  disarm  Iran!  What  else  do  you 
call  a group  that  says  that  the  so-called 
democratic  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  which  returned  Russia 
to  capitalist  enslavement,  was  “a  fact  that 
should  have  every  socialist  rejoicing”?! 
Well,  besides  traitors  to  the  working  class, 
you  call  them  reformists. 

Youth  must  ally  with  the  working  class 
in  the  fight  for  the  future  of  humanity — a 
socialist  future  of  humanity.  If  you  want 
to  fight  for  a world  free  of  imperialist 
slaughter  from  Iraq  to  Afghanistan,  free 
of  racist  attacks,  of  mass  incarceration, 
legal  lynching,  degrading  exploitation 
and  starvation.  I encourage  you  to  study 
history,  to  study  Marxism  and  to  get 
active  with  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club! 
Youth  must  ally  with  the  international 
working  class  to  overthrow  global  capi- 
talism because  the  fact  remains  that, 
despite  the  bourgeoisie’s  “death  of  com- 
munism" triumphalism,  socialism  is  the 
only  way  out  of  a capitalist  world  con- 
demned to  imperialist  wars  and  capitalist 
depredations.  Free  Mumia!  An  injury  to 
one  is  an  injury  to  all!  Free  all  class- war 
prisoners!  Finish  the  Civil  War!  For  black 
liberation  through  socialist  revolution'! 
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who  have  been  subject  to  government 
persecution  before,  during  and  after  the 
anti-G8  protests  in  June.  We  are  cur- 
rently mobilizing  for  emergency  protests 
internationally  in  case  the  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  rules  to  uphold  the 
death  penalty  or  denies  Mumia's  appeal 
for  a new  trial  or  a new  hearing.  In  the 
past  two  years,  since  Mumia’s  case  went 
on  the  so-called  “fast  track."  which  led  to 
last  May’s  court  hearing,  we  have  gath- 
ered some  800  signatures  internationally 
of  prominent  personalities  and  organiza- 
tions. above  all  of  trade  unions  repre- 
senting hundreds  of  thousands  of  work- 
ers. for  the  statement.  “We  Demand 
the  Immediate  Freedom  of  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal,  an  Innocent  Man." 

You  don’t  have  to  be  a Marxist  to 
understand  that  Mumia  is  the  victim  of  a 
racist  frame-up.  and  in  fact  we  actively 
seek  to  bring  Mumia’s  case  to  groups  and 
individuals  whose  politics  are  very  far 
from  Marxism.  That’s  evident  from  the 
broad  political  spectrum  represented  by 
the  signatories  to  the  PDC  protest  state- 
ment mentioned  above.  But  Mumia’s  case 
demonstrates  like  no  other  today  the 
racist,  class  character  of  the  capitalist 
state.  To  prevent  the  development  of  a 
mass  movement,  in  which  blacks,  immi- 
grants, anti-racist  youth  and  trade  union- 
ists are  mobilized  in  struggle  against  this 
state,  a host  of  liberals  and  reformists 
have  latched  on  to  Mumia’s  case  since  the 
mid  1990s  with  the  main  aim  of  obscur- 
ing this  fact.  They  are  political  obstacles 
to  an  effective  movement  for  Mumia’s 
freedom,  as  shown  by  the  demobilization 
since  the  late  ’90s.  a result  of  subordinat- 
ing the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  to  faith 
in  the  courts  and  the  call  for  a “new,  fair 
trial.”  We  seek  to  combat  these  political 
obstacles  through  forthright,  open  debate 
about  the  strategy  needed  to  rebuild  the 
movement  for  Mumia.  This  exposure  of 
how  the  liberals  and  reformists  have 
undermined  the  fight  for  Mumia’s  free- 
dom has  earned  us  the  wrath  of  those  who 
are  hostile  to  the  perspective  of  a class- 
struggle  movement  for  Mumia's  freedom. 

That  brings  us  back  to  the  Coalition 
and  their  "ongoing  problem"  with  us. 


South  African  workers  at  June  1995 
defense  of  Mumia. 

What  this  group  really  has  a “problem" 
with,  as  is  clear  from  a quick  read  of 
their  statement,  is  that  loo  many  people 
evidently  identify  with  the  work  that 
the  KfsV  has  been  doing  for  many  years 
in  the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  and 
agree  with  us  that  he  is  the  victim  of 
a racist  frame-up  who  should  never 
have  spent  a single  day  in  prison.  Thus 
a good  portion  of  their  anii-KfsV 
screed  consists  of  whining  about  the  fact 
that  we  mobilized  too  many  people  for 
a pro-Mumia  rally  that  they  called  on 
April  24! 

What  sends  the  Coalition  into  a rage  is 
that  we  insist  on  Mumia’s  Innocence  and 
on  the  need  to  bring  the  evidence  proving 
it  and  exposing  the  massive  frame-up  to  the 
masses.  The  Coalition  denigrates  the  sworn 
confession  of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not 
Mumia.  shot  Faulkner  because  it  lays 
bare  the  character  of  the  racist  capitalist 
state.  This  “scares  off  potentially  approach- 
able people."  i.e..  the  liberal  and  social- 
democratic  “mainstream.”  The  Coalition 
even  claims  that  evidence  of  Mumia’s  inno- 
cence contradicts  his  defense: 

“Upholding  the  statement  of  the  sup- 
posed contract  killer  Arnold  Beverly, 
who  confesses  to  the  murder  for  which 
Mumia  is  accused,  as  well  as  the 
iron  insistence  on  the  demand  for  his 
immediate  freedom,  contradict  not  only 
Mumia’s  own  defense  strategy,  but  is 
juridically  and  for  any  practical  purposes 
completely  hopeless. 

"That  gives  us  the  impression  that  they 
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actually  don't  care  at  all  whether  Mumia 
gets  out  of  prison  or  not.” 

They  even  go  so  far  a.s  to  claim 
that  evidence  for  Mumia’s  innocence  is 
“lethally  dangerous  for  him"!  This  is  the 
“Big  Lie"  par  excellence,  and  is  reminis- 
cent of  the  Stalinist  lie  in  the  1930s  that 
Trotsky  was  an  agent  of  the  Gestapo 
because  he  fought  for  mobilizing  the 
working  class  to  smash  the  Nazis.  As 
Trotsky  remarked,  even  slander  should 
make  some  sense! 

To  say  that  demanding  Mumia’s  imme- 
diate freedom  and  highlighting  every 
piece  of  evidence  demonstrating  his  inno- 
cence contradicts  Mumia’s  own  wishes 
is  truly  breathtaking.  Mumia  himself 
declared,  in  a 3 May  2001  declaration 
describing  what  he  saw  in  the  early  morn- 
ing hours  of  9 December  1981:  “1  did  not 
shoot  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner.  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  killing  of 
Officer  Faulkner-  1 am  innocent." 

And  on  12  July  1995,  the  date  racist 
judge  Albert  Sabo  denied  a stay  of 
Mumia’s  death  warrant,  Mumia  declared. 
“True  justice  requires  more  than  a stay  of 
execution — it  requires  a complete  dis- 
missal of  this  clearly  political  persecu- 
tion! It  requires  more:  it  requires  the 
committed  mobilization  of  our  commu- 
nities to  resist  a system  that  is  more 
repressive  than  South  Africa’s — to  abol- 
ish this  racist  death  penalty!  It  requires 
freedom — for  all  MOVE  prisoners,  and 
all  political  prisoners  of  whatever  per- 
suasion! Now!" 

What  does  the  Coalition  say  about 
these  statements  by  Mumia?  Do  they 
"contradict"  his  “own  defense  strategy"? 

Why  do  we  insist  on  the  importance  of 
the  Beverly  evidence,  and  why  does  the 
Coalition  seek  to  discredit  it?  In  an  affi- 
davit submitted  in  2001.  PDC  counsel 
Rachel  Wolkenstein  detailed  how  Bev- 
erly’s confession  fit  together  with  the 
many  other  pieces  of  evidence  exposing 
the  frame-up: 

“Beverly’s  confession  not  only  estab- 
lished Jamal's  innocence  but  also  laid 
bare  the  extent  and  consciousness  of 
police  and  prosecutorial  misconduct  in 
prosecuting  and  convicting  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  and  sentencing  him  to  death  for  a 


crime  he  did  not  commit.  Beverly’s 
account  of  the  shooting  did  not  stand 
alone  but  was  supported  by  a wealth  of 
information  in  the  record....  Beverly’s 
account  of  being  hired  to  kill  Officer 
Faulkner  was  consistent  with  the  fact 
that  there  were  at  least  three  ongoing 
FBI  investigations  of  police  corruption  in 
the  Center  City  area  where  Faulkner 
worked  at  the  time  of  his  murder,  and 
that  at  least  one  other  informant  in  those 
investigations  was  murdered.  Beverly’s 
account  of  the  shooting  was  also  more 
consistent  with  the  available  physical 
evidence  than  the  prosecution  scenario 
of  the  shooting  (which  wa.s  physically 
impossible).  Moreover,  the  claim  that 
police  hired  Beverly  (along  with  police 
political  bias  against  Jamal)  helped  to 
explain  the  gross  police  and  prosecuto- 
rial misconduct  permeating  the  case" 

— Printed  in  the  July  2006  PDC 
pamphlet.  The  Fi^hl  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal — Mumia  h 
Innocent! 

At  bottom,  the  Beverly  evidence  shows 
that  Mumia  was  the  victim  not  of  a rogue 
cop,  bad  prosecutor,  or  racist  judge,  but 
of  an  entire  "juslice”  system  in  which 
the  cops,  prosecutors  and  courts  act  to 
uphold  the  class  interests  of  the  capitalist 
rulers.  For  some  this  will  not  be  hard  to 
understand.  Think  of  the  treatment  by  the 
German  bourgeois  state  inflicted  on  the 
prisoners  of  the  RAF  (Red  Army  Fac- 
lionj:  on  the  PKK  and  other  Kurdish 
organizations;  on  the  striking  GDL  train 
drivers;  remember  the  case  of  African 
refugee  Oury  Jalloh,  who  was  burned 
alive  in  a police  cell  in  Dessau  in  January 
2005,  while  his  hands  and  feel  were 
bound.  The  bourgeois  state  is  not  neutral 
but  rather  the  special  instrument  of  the 
capitalist  class  to  subjugate  the  working 
class  and  the  oppressed.  This  understand- 
ing is  crucial  for  building  a powerful 
movement  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  The 
role  of  the  reformist  and  pelly-bourgeois 
left  i la  Audiobook  Group/  Berlin  Coali- 
tion is  to  prevent  Mumia’s  supporters 
from  gaining  this  understanding. 

This  leads  them  to  denigrate  the  Bev- 
erly evidence  and  even  wrongly  claim 
that  Mumia  himself  rejects  it,  Mumia 
submitted  the  Beverly  evidence  to  both 
the  Pennsylvania  stale  court  and  to  the 
U.S.  federal  court  in  2001.  It  is  the  same 
courts  that  have  rejected  even  hearing 
the  Beverly  evidence.  Mumia  is  fully 
informed  of  all  the  work  the  PDC  does 
and  has  no  objection  to  it.  He  sent  greet- 
ings to  the  forum  for  Mumia  hosted  by 
the  KfsV  in  May  2007  in  Berlin,  where 
Rachel  Wolkenstein  spoke. 

Audiobook  Group/Berlin  Coalition 
also  slander  the  PDC  and  Wolkenstein. 
who,  with  PDC  lawyer  Jon  Piper,  origi- 
nally tracked  down  Beverly  and  look  his 
confession  in  1999.  In  a radio  interview 
on  10  October  for  Jugendradio  in  Ber- 
lin. a member  of  the  Berlin  Coalition 
claimed  that  Wolkenstein  was  fired  by 
Mumia  “in  2002.  1 think."  Wolkenstein 
and  Jon  Piper  both  worked  on  Mumia's 
legal  team  from  1995  until  1999.  when 
they  withdrew  from  the  team  because 
lead  counsel  Leonard  Weinglass  refused 
to  present  the  Beverly  confession  and 
other  vital  evidence  of  Mumia’s  inno- 
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Prepare  Now  for 
Emergency  Protests! 


On  May  1 7,  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
heard  oral  arguments  in  Mumia's  case,  and 
there  could  be  a decision  at  any  time. 

If  the  Court  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
sentence  or  denies  Mumia's  appeals  for 
a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  have  called  for  protests  the  day 
after  the  decision.  Others  have  also 
called  for  protests. 

For  more  Information  see  the 

PDC  Web  site,  www.partisandefense.org 
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cence  lo  the  court.  Mumia  never  fired 
Wolkenstein.  He  did  fire  Weinglass  and 
Dan  Williams  in  2001  alter  learning  of 
the  publication  by  Williams  of  the  book 
Execuiing  Justice.  The  book  was  an 
unauthorized  and  lying  account  of  the 
legal  defense,  calling  the  Beverly  confes- 
sion "insane"  and  any  effort  to  use 
it  "bona  fide  lunacy.”  Williams’  book 
provided  the  sole  basis  of  prosecution 
arguments  for  excluding  this  evidence 
from  court!  Today.  Maureen  Faulkner 
and  Michael  Smerconish  rely  heavily  on 
this  same  book  in  order  to  scream  for 
Mumia’s  blood. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Audiobook  Group 
and  the  Berlin  Coalition  are  having  some 
trouble  selling  the  line  of  a "new.  fair 
trial”  for  Mumia.  This  explains  the  shrill 
tone  of  their  statement  and  their  com- 
plaints that  our  arguments  against  the 
strategy  of  reliance  on  the  capitalist 
courts  have  caused  "confusion”  among 
leftists.  Furthermore,  the  denunciation  of 
our  "iron  insistence  on  the  demand  for 
his  immediate  freedom”  sounds  all  the 
stranger  given  the  fact  that  the  call  for 
a pro-Mumia  rally  on  8 December  2007 
by  the  Berlin  Coalition  itself  demands 
that  "Mumia  be  freed  immediately.” 
Moreover  on  8 December,  a speaker 
from  a Leonard  Peltier  solidarity  group 
pointed  out  that  Peltier  lied  the  U.S. 
knowing  that  he  would  never  get  a fair 
trial.  Indeed,  he  still  languishes,  seri- 
ously ill.  in  prison  to  this  day — Free 
Leonard  Peltier! 

In  order  to  assuage  the  doubts  of  many 
Mumia  supporters  who  don't  like  the  “new 
trial"  demand.  Audiobook  Group/Berlin 
Coalition  purposely  confuse  legal  proce- 
dures with  the  mobilization  of  a mass  pro- 
test movement.  But  even  on  a strictly  legal 
level  it  is  simply  false  that  Mumia’s  only 
option  to  be  freed  is  through  a new  trial.  As 
Wolkenstein  pointed  out  at  the  KfsV  forum 
on  12  May  2007,  Mumia’s  case  is  so  full 
of  prosecutorial  misconduct,  suppression 
of  evidence  of  his  innocence,  etc.,  that 
from  a purely  judicial  standpoint,  there  is 
ample  legal  precedent  for  a dismissal  of  the 
charges.  And  even  in  prior  legal  petitions 
when  Wolkenstein  was  co-counsel  with 
Leonard  Weinglass.  Mumia’s  legal  filings 
contained  the  demand  for  dismissal  of 
charges.  Former  Black  Panther  Geronimo 


Pratt  walked  out  a free  man  in  1997  after 
27  years  in  prison  hell  when  the  court 
reversed  his  frame-up  conviction  on  the 
grounds  that  the  prosecution  had  concealed 
evidence.  Rubin  "Hurricane”  Carter  got 
a “new  trial”  in  1976,  and  was  convicted 
a second  time  on  the  basis  of  the  lying 
testimony  of  two  petty  crooks  by  a care- 


fully selected  jury  of  ten  whites  and 
two  blacks.  If  bourgeois  justice  were 
not  class-biased,  race-biased,  if  bour- 
geois justice  were  "fair”  and  "impar- 
tial.” Mumia  would  have  long  ago  been 
released  from  prison.  He  would  never 
have  spent  a day  in  jail. 

The  alternative  to  reliance  on  the  cap- 
italist courts  is  class-struggle  defense. 
The  only  way  that  Mumia  will  get  justice 
is  if  the  courts  fear  the  power  of  a mass 
movement,  and  especially  the  power  of 
labor  to  strike  for  Mumia’s  freedom.  To 
gel  there,  what  is  necessary  is  above  all 
a political  struggle  against  the  very  illu- 
sions in  the  capitalist  "justice”  system 
represented  by  the  call  for  a “new,  fair 
trial.”  The  call  for  a new  trial  is  the  poli- 
tics of  selling  out.  a betrayal  of  every- 
thing that  Mumia’s  case  represents. 

In  Berlin,  subordinating  the  fight  for 
Mumia's  freedom  to  the  "mainstream” 
means  subordinating  it  to  the  SPD  and 
Linkspartei  tops,  who  as  the  government 


parties  administer  the  capitalist  state 
machinery.  Even  when  the  racist  terror 
against  refugees  and  their  deportation 
is  described,  as  in  a speech  presenting 
the  anti-racist  campaign  DE*FENCE  at 
the  Berlin  Coalition  rally  on  8 Decem- 
ber. the  SPD/Linkspartei  government — 
which  gives  the  commands  and  has  just 


passed  the  most  draconian  police  laws 
in  the  country,  banned  Kurdish  demon- 
strations, etc. — is  not  mentioned  by  name. 
The  strategy  of  reliance  on  the  capitalist 
courts  is  counterpo.sed  to  mobilizing  the 
Turkish.  Arab  and  Kurdish  youth  who  are 
subject  to  the  daily  racist  persecution  of 
the  Berlin  Senate's  police,  or  the  workers 
in  public  services  who’ve  had  their  con- 
tracts shredded  by  this  government,  with 
the  understanding  that  Mumia's  fight  for 
freedom  is  linked  to  fighting  against  their 
own  oppression. 

The  Coalition  discounts  "class  strug- 
gle” as  something  pass^  and  utopian  and 
reviles  the  very  mention  of  "classes.”  For 
them,  an  orientation  to  the  “working 
class,  which  [can]  stop  the  hangman”  is 
almost  communist.  In  chiming  in  with 
the  "death  of  communism”  choir  that 
class  struggle  is  utopian,  that  history  is 
over,  they  are  just  reflecting  the  preva- 
lent bourgeois  ideology  which  is  on  the 
upsurge  since  the  counterrevolutionary 


destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
East  European  deformed  workers  states. 
This  is  also  what  they’re  playing  on  with 
their  red-baiting  insinuations  that  the 
KfsV’s  ’’’background’  appears  to  be  un- 
known in  parts  of  the  left  and/or  they 
seek  to  conceal  it.”  This  obviously  refers 
to  the  fact  that  the  KfsV’s  purpose  is  in 
accordance  with  the  political  views  of  the 
Spartakisl  Workers  Party — a fact  which 
is  "concealed.”  i.e.,  explicitly  stated  in 
print,  in  everything  the  KfsV  publishes! 
This  is  reminiscent  of  the  witchhunt 
by  the  CDU/CSU  [Christian  Democratic 
Union/Christian  Socialist  Union],  mem- 
bers of  the  SPD  and  the  Springer  press 
against  newly  anointed  Juso  [youth  group 
of  SPD]  chief  Franziska  Drohsel  for  her 
membership  in  the  "left-extremist"  organ- 
ization Rote  Hilfe.  Drohsel  solved  her 
problem  by  quitting  the  Rote  Hilfe. 
Where  does  Rote  Hilfe  stand  on  anti- 
communism in  the  Berlin  Coalition? 

Since  they  are  worried  about  it.  we  are 
happy  to  recount  some  high  points  of  our 
"background,”  all  of  which  can  be  found 
in  our  publications  for  those  interested. 
The  KfsV  originated  from  an  interna- 
tional campaign  in  the  late  ’80s,  begun 
by  the  PDC  in  the  U.S..  for  aid  to  the 
besieged  fighters  of  Jalalabad  in  Afghan- 
istan who  were  holding  out  against 
the  mujahedin  cutthroats  which  the  CIA 
and  other  imperialist  agents  armed  and 
funded  as  part  of  the  Cold  War  11  drive  to 
destroy  the  Soviet  Union.  Later,  in  the 
’90s,  the  KfsV  defended  former  SED 
[ruling  East  German  Communist  Party] 
and  PDS  [Party  of  Democratic  Social- 
ism] members  and  other  victims  of  the 
anti-Communist  witchhunt  following 
capitalist  reunification.  And  of  course, 
the  KfsV  is  aligned  with  the  Spartakisis 
and  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  who  fought  in 
1989-90  against  the  capitalist  sellout 
of  the  DDR  and  for  a red  Germany 
of  workers  councils.  And  we  brought 
Mumia’s  case  to  the  DDR  as  part  of 
the  fight  against  capitalist  reunification. 
Since  1987.  we’ve  taken  up  the  fight 
internationally  for  Mumia’s  freedom  as 
part  of  the  fight  for  united,  class-struggle 
defense  of  all  the  working  people. 
Mumia  is  innocent!  Free  him  now!  Abol- 
ish the  racist  death  penalty!  ■ 


International  Communist  League  fought  against  capitalist  reunification  of 
Germany  in  1989-90.  Spartakist  banner  at  30  December  1989  anti-fascist 
demonstration  in  Treptow  Park,  East  Berlin,  declares;  "For  the  Communism 
of  Lenin,  Liebknecht  and  Luxemburg!  For  a Leninist-Egalitarian  Party!” 


Free  Mumia... 
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integration  of  black  people  into  an  egali- 
tarian. socialist  America.  The  fight  for 
black  freedom  is  the  strategic  question 
of  the  American  proletarian  revolution. 
There  can  be  no  socialist  revolution  in 
the  U.S.  unless  the  working  class  takes 
up  the  fight  for  black  freedom — oppos- 
ing every  manifestation  of  racist  repres- 
sion and  discrimination — and  there  can 
be  no  liberation  of  black  people  without 
the  overthrow  of  this  capitalist  system. 

Union  members  were  among  the 
50.000  people  in  Jena.  Louisiana,  on  Sep- 
tember 20  to  protest  the  Jim  Crow  perse- 
cution of  six  black  high  school  students 
for  sitting  under  a "white  tree”  and  defend- 
ing themselves  against  racist  attack.  This 
protest  demonstrated  widespread  anger 
over  the  conditions  of  black  life  in  racist 
America  but  was  misled  by  liberals  and 
Democrats,  foremost  among  them  Jesse 
Jackson  and  Democratic  Party  hustler  and 
FBI  fink  A1  Sharpton.  Presidential  hope- 
ful Barack  Obama  just  stayed  away.  The 
outrage  over  Jena  was  answered  with  a 
nationwide  epidemic  of  racist  provoca- 
tions in  which  lynch  rope  nooses  were 
hung  in  workplaces,  schools  and  homes 
to  terrorize  black  people.  This  threat  of 
lynch  rope  terror  supplements  the  daily 
terror  of  the  capitalist  state,  which  at  bot- 
tom consists  of  the  cops,  courts,  prisons 
and  the  military.  At  the  pinnacle  lie  the 
legal  lynchings  of  the  racist  death  penally. 
We  in  the  Labor  Black  League  say:  Abol- 
ish the  racist  death  penalty! 

Some  ask  us  what  does  Mumia  have  to 
do  with  labor  issues  and  the  labor  move- 
ment? Everything!  An  injury  to  one  is  an 
injury  to  all!  The  case  of  Mumia  Abu- 


Jamal  symbolizes  what  the  death  penally 
is  all  about.  Mumia  in  his  youth  was 
an  eloquent  spokesman  for  the  Black 
Panther  Party.  He  quickly  came  into  the 
cross  hairs  of  the  FBI  and  J.  Edgar 
Hoover’s  COINTELPRO,  He  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  back-to-nature  MOVE  organ- 
ization. which  was  a target  of  brutal  police 
terror.  The  railroading  of  Mumia  to  the 
gallows  continues  to  this  day  in  the  lying 
book  and  media  blitz  by  Maureen  Faulk- 
ner. Mumia  remains  on  death  row  despite 
mountains  of  evidence  of  his  innocence, 
including  the  confession  of  Arnold  Bev- 
erly that  he.  not  Mumia.  shot  Police 
Officer  Daniel  Faulkner.  The  slate  sees  in 
Mumia  the  spectre  of  black  revolt,  and 
that  is  why  it  wants  to  execute  him. 

The  great  revolutionary  V.  I.  Lenin, 
whose  Bolshevik  Party  led  the  working 
class  to  power  at  the  head  of  all  the 
oppressed  in  the  Russian  Revolution  of 
1917.  wrote  that  the  socialist’s  "ideal 
should  not  be  the  trade-union  secretary, 
but  the  tribune  of  the  people,  who  is  able 
to  react  to  every  manifestation  of  tyranny 
and  oppression.”  We  will  never  forget  the 
unbroken  chain  of  racist  cop  killings,  like 
the  brutal  slaying  of  bridegroom  Sean  Bell 
in  a hail  of  50  cop  bullets  or  the  killing  of 
18-year-old  Khiel  Coppin.  In  the  summer 
of  2002.  a young  black  man  named  Jamil 
Moore  was  gunned  down  in  his  home  in 
Canarsie.  Brooklyn.  His  mother  is  a mem- 
ber of  TWU  Local  100.  As  long  as  capi- 
talism stays  in  place  in  the  U.S.,  such 
racist  police  killings  will  never  go  away. 

Lynch  mob  terror  is  alive  and  well  in 
racist  America,  as  in  the  case  of  John 
White,  a black  man  who  is  on  trial  right 
now  for  manslaughter  for  defending  his 
son  and  his  house  last  year  in  Long  Island 
against  a racist  youth  mob  [see  "John 
While  Must  Go' Free!”  WV  No.  905. 


4 January].  The  LBL  says:  No  to  gun 
control!  Gun  control  kills  blacks!  Last  year, 
a young  black  gay  man.  Michael  Sandy, 
was  lured  to  Plumb  Beach  near  Sheeps- 
head  Bay  by  racist  killers.  He  died  trying 
to  escape  them  in  expressway  traffic.  Only 
last  week,  young  Jewish  subway  riders 
were  attacked  by  racist  thugs,  one  of  whom 
is  about  to  serve  time  for  a previous  racist 
attack  against  blacks  in  Gerritsen  Beach. 

What’s  needed  is  labor-centered  mobi- 
lizations to  sweep  these  racist  scum  off 
the  street.  November  27  marked  the  25th 
anniversary  of  one  of  several  mass  labor/ 
black  mobilization  victories  initiated  by 
the  Spartacist  League  and  Partisan  De- 
fense Committee,  including  on  October 
23.  1999.  right  here  in  New  York  City. 
On  November  27,  1982  the  race-terrorist 
KKK  was  swept  off  the  streets  of  Wash- 
ington. D.C.  The  Klan  had  announced  a 
march  against  "illegal"  immigrants,  pos- 
ing a direct  threat  also  to  blacks,  trade 
unionists,  leftists  and  all  that  are  in  the 
sights  of  the  fascists.  They  were  stopped 
cold  when  more  than  5.000  union  mem- 
bers, black  youth  and  anti-racist  mili- 
tants turned  out  and  took  the  streets 
instead.  These  victories  demonstrated 
communist-led.  integrated  working-class 
power  and  the  way  forward  in  the  strug- 
gle for  black  liberation.  It  was  the  vic- 
tory in  D C.  that  launched  the  Labor 
Black  Leagues  in  this  country. 

We  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants.  Thousands  are  rounded 
up  in  l.C.E.  (formerly  INS)  raids  every 
year  and  deported.  We  in  the  LBL  call 
for  labor  action  to  stop  deportations!  We 
fight  for  jobs  for  all.  for  free  quality 
medical  care,  free  quality  childcare,  and 
free  quality  education  for  all.  We  say: 
Organize  the  unorganized  here  in  New 
York  City  at  FreshDirect  and  every- 


where. at  Wal-Mart  and  across  the  "right 
to  starve”  South,  where  the  fight  against 
racial  oppression  is  key.  The  entire  capi- 
talist state  apparatus  exists  to  suppress 
the  multiracial  working  class  and  to 
smash  effective  working-class  struggle. 

If  you  are  interested  in  our  struggle  for 
a socialist  future,  check  out  our  LBL 
literature  table.  Read  and  subscribe  to 
Workers  Vanguard  and  come  to  our  next 
readers’  circle.  Get  involved  and  join  us. 
Join  us  at  the  emergency  demo  after 
the  decision  of  the  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  and  three  weeks  later  for  a 
demo  in  Philly.  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Free  all  class- war  prisoners!* 
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Obama... 

(continued from  page  I) 

bourgeois  electoral  politics  can  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  working  masses.  The 
Republicans  revel  in  inflicting  suffering 
on  working  people  and  the  oppressed. 
Just  look  at  the  Republican  debates  where 
the  candidates  were  competing  over 
who  could  be  the  most  racist  and  anti- 
immigrant  bigot.  For  their  part,  the  Dem- 
ocrats put  on  a more  kindly  face,  the  bel- 
ter to  deceive  the  working  people  and, 
give  a more  popular  facade  to  the  racist 
capitalist  .status  quo.  As  Bolshevik  leader 
V.l.  Lenin  captured  it  in  his  1917  work. 
The  Stale  and  Revolution,  "To  decide  once 
every  few  years  which  member  of  the  rul- 
ing class  is  to  repress  and  crush  the  peo- 
ple through  parliament — this  is  the  real 
essence  of  bourgeois  parliamentarism.” 

We  revolutionary  Marxists  do  not 
extend  any  support  to  any  capitalist  poli- 
tician. Nor  would  we  run  for  executive 
office — such  as  mayor,  governor  or  presi- 
dent— ourselves,  although  Marxists  have 
and  can  run  for  parliamentary  office  as  a 
lactic  to  propagate  our  revolutionary  pro- 
gram. As  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels 
taught  long  ago.  the  capitalist  government 
is  the  executive  committee  that  manages 
the  affairs  of  the  capitalist  class  as  a 
whole.  In  the  U.S..  the  president  is  the 
chief  executive  responsible  for  the  most 
massive  military  power  in  history  and  for 
the  domestic  machinery  of  repression  that 
maintains  social  oppression  and  exploita- 
tion, To  run  for  executive  office  means  to 
aspire  to  be  the  next  Commander-in- 
Chief  who  decides  who  gets  tortured,  who 
gels  bombed,  who  gets  invaded  (see  Spar- 
tacist  (English-language  edition]  No.  60. 
Autumn  2007). 

At  the  time  of  the  2006  midterm  elec- 
tions. we  wrote  in  "For  a Class-Struggle 
Workers  Party!”  (VWNo.  881,  24  Novem- 
ber 2006): 

"Our  task  in  analyzing  social  discon- 
tents, including  as  revealed  through  the 
distorted  prism  of  the  elections,  is  to  lay 
bare  the  irreconcilable  class  antagonisms 
at  the  base  of  this  society.  It  is  the  work- 
ing class,  with  its  strategic  black  compo- 
nent. that  produces  the  wealth  of  society. 
This  is  the  only  social  force  with  the 
objective  interest  and  potential  social 
power  to  smash  the  capitalist  system  and 
lay  the  basis  for  the  construction  of 
an  egalitarian  socialist  society.  We  stand 
for  the  complete  political  independence 
of  the  proletariat  from  all  capital- 
ist parties — Democrat,  Republican  and 
Green." 

Democratic  Party  vs. 

Black  Liberation 

Barack  Obama,  the  son  of  a Kenyan 
father  and  a white  American  mother,  is 
perceived  as  a charismatic,  honest  politi- 
cian, above  the  mudslinging  and  corrup- 
tion that  define  American  politics.  He  is 
particularly  popular  among  college  youth. 
And  in  the  face  of  the  history  of  black 
oppression  in  this  country,  the  possibility 
of  the  election  of  the  first  black  president. 


whatever  his  actual  policies,  will  likely 
propel  many  even  previously  skeptical 
black  people  to  support  him,  If  this  deeply 
racist  country,  where  religious  obscurant- 
ism and  anti-woman  bigotry  arc  perva- 
sive. ever  sees  a black  or  female  president, 
it  would  certainly  be  a significant  develop- 
ment. But  it  would  do  nothing  to  change 
the  oppression  of  women,  which  is  rooted 
in  the  in.slitution  of  the  family  in  class 
society,  or  of  black  people,  which  forms 
the  cornerstone  of  American  capitalism. 
Simply  put.  the  liberation  of  black  people 


echoed  by  no  less  a capitalist  mouthpiece 
than  the  Wall  Street  Journal  (H)  Novem- 
ber 2007)  which  headlined:  "Whites' 
Great  Hope?  Barack  Obama  and  the 
Dream  of  a Color-Blind  America.” 

Dream  on.  A year  after  Obama's 
speech  to  the  DNC,  the  horror  of  Katrina 
would  expose  (again)  this  present-day 
liberal  lie  for  what  it  is.  In  response  to  this 
glaring  racist  atrocity.  Obama  declared 
that  "the  incompetence  was  color-blind.” 
What’s  “color  blind"  about  the  ongoing 
purge  of  black  people  from  New  Orleans? 


VW  Photo 

Demonstrators  at  Spartacist  League-initiated  labor/black  mobilization  that 
stopped  KKK  in  Washington,  D.C.,  November  1982. 


and  women  will  not  happen  short  of 
the  destruction  of  the  capitalist  system 
through  socialist  revolution. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  capitalist  rulers. 
Obama  is  potentially  acceptable  as  chief 
executive  because  his  entire  campaign  is 
based  on  the  “end  of  racism”  lie.  the 
claim  that  black  oppression  has  been 
overcome.  Columnist  Gary  Younge  com- 
mented in  the  Nation  (31  December 
2007)  that  the  value  of  black  leadership 
"is.  it  seems,  directly  proportional  to  its 
distance  from  the  black  community  and 
its  experiences.  Its  cheerleaders  desire 
not  so  much  to  refashion  black  politics  as 
to  eliminate  it  altogether,  not  so  much  to 
eliminate  racism  as  to  eradicate  dis- 
cussion of  it.”  The  article  quotes  black 
radical-liberal  writer  and  former  Commu- 
nist Parly  spokesman  Angela  Davis  aptly 
noting  that  Obama  “is  being  consumed  as 
the  embodiment  of  color  blindness." 

In  his  speech  at  the  2004  Democratic 
National  Convention.  Obama  declared: 
"There  is  not  a Black  America  and  a 
White  America  and  Latino  America  and 
Asian  America — there's  the  United  States 
of  America.”  This  message  was  recently 
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Then  when  some  50,000  overwhelmingly 
black  people  converged  upon  Jena.  Loui- 
siana, in  September  to  protest  Jim  Crow 
Justice  against  six  black  youth,  Obama 
said  he  just  wanted  "fairness"  and 
claimed  it  “isn't  a matter  of  black  and 
white."  Tell  that  to  the  black  people  out- 
raged over  the  proliferation  of  hangman’s 
nooses  around  the  country  after  the  Jena 
protest.  Those  who  came  out  to  Jena  were 
mobilized  by  black  Democrats  A1  Sharp- 
ton  and  Jesse  Jackson  with  the  aim  of 
funneling  anger  into  the  Democratic 
Party  and  appeals  for  “justice”  to  the  fed- 
eral government,  Obama  did  not  even 
bother  to  show  up. 

The  daily  reality  of  racist  oppression 
can  be  measured  in  astronomical  unem- 
ployment rates  for  blacks  and  decrepit 
ghetto  housing:  rampant  police  terror  and 
the  consignment  of  nearly  one  million 
black  men  and  women  to  America’s  hell- 
hole prisons,  mainly  due  to  the  "war  on 
drugs”;  prison-like  inner-city  schools  and 
the  purge  of  black  youth  from  higher  edu- 
cation. Obama  looks  upon  all  this  and 
claims,  as  he  did  in  his  speech  in  Selma 
last  year,  that  the  civil  rights  movement 
brought  America  "90  percent  of  the  way" 
toward  racial  equality! 


ma’s  career.  It  means  blaming  the  op- 
pressed for  their  oppression.  In  his  2(K)6 
book.  The  Audacity  of  Hope,  he  declares 
that  "minorities,  individually  and  collec- 
tively. have  responsibilities  as  well"  for 
their  own  condition.  They  suffer  from 
“loo  much  television.”  “lack  of  emphasis 
on  educational  achievement"  and  "the  col- 
lapse of  the  two-parent  black  household.” 
Obama  lectures  that  black  people  should 
acknowledge  that  “perhaps  the  single 
biggest  thing  we  could  do  to  reduce  such 
poverty  is  to  encourage  teenage  girls  to 
finish  high  school  and  avoid  having  chil- 
dren out  of  wedlock."  And  "we  should 
also  acknowledge  that  conservatives — 
and  Bill  Clinton— were  right  about  wel- 
fare.” a reference  to  Clinton's  ending  of 
welfare  "as  we  know  it."  which  consigned 
millions  of  poor  and  black  people,  espe- 
cially women,  to  the  scrap  heap.  Such  is 
Obama's  program  for  “change." 

Contrary  to  the  myth  promoted  by 
Obama  and  other  liberals,  black  oppres- 
sion continues  to  be  the  central  defining 
feature  of  U.S.  society.  It  is  materially 
rooted  in  and  central  to  American  capi- 
talism. As  against  both  liberal  integra- 
tionists  and  black  nationalists,  our  strug- 
gle for  black  liberation  is  based  on  the 
program  of  revolutionary  integration- 
ism.  While  opposing  every  manifestation 
of  racist  oppression,  fighting  in  particu- 
lar to  mobilize  the  social  power  of  the 
multiracial  labor  movement,  we  under- 
line that  full  equality  for  the  black 
masses  requires  that  the  working  class 
rip  the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  capitalist  rulers  and  reorganize  it  on 
a socialist  basis.  Only  then  will  it  be 
possible  to  eliminate  the  material  roots 
of  black  oppression  through  the  integra- 
tion of  black  people  into  an  egalitarian 
socialist  society  based  on  a collectivized 
economy  with  jobs  and  quality  housing, 
health  care  and  education  for  all. 

As  we  elaborated  in  “Black  and  Red." 
a key  document  adopted  at  the  founding 
conference  of  the  Spartacist  League  in 
1966: 

‘The  struggle  of  the  black  people  of  this 
country  for  freedom,  while  part  of  the 
struggle  of  the  working  class  as  a whole, 
is  more  than  that  struggle.  The  Negro 
people  are  an  oppressed  race-color 
caste,  in  the  main  comprising  the  most 
exploited  layer  of  the  American  working 
class....  Because  of  their  position  as 
both  the  most  oppressed  and  also  the 
most  conscious  and  experienced  section, 
revolutionary  black  workers  are  slated  to 
play  an  exceptional  role  in  the  coming 
American  revolution." 

Black  Oppression  and 
American  Capitalism 

The  roots  of  black  oppression  lie  in 
chattel  slavery,  smashed  only  by  blood 
and  iron  in  the  Civil  War.  the  Second 
American  Revolution.  In  this  “conflict 
between  the  system  of  slavery  and  the 
system  of  free  labor,”  as  Karl  Marx 
described  it.  some  200,000  black  troops 
entered  the  fight  and  helped  turn  the  tide 
for  the  Northern  Union  Army. 

Despite  the  victory  over  the  slavocracy 
and  installation  of  the  most  democratic 


Certainly  such  a position  .serves  Oba- 
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history  under  Radical  Reconstruction, 
the  promise  of  black  freedom  was 
betrayed  as  Northern  capitalists  looked 
at  the  devastated  South  and  saw  an 
opportunity  not  for  building  a radical 
democracy  but  for  exploiting  Southern 
resources,  and  the  frcedmen.  The  Com- 
promise of  1877  scaled  this  betrayal  and, 
with  the  withdrawal  of  the  remaining 
troops  of  the  Union  Army  from  the 
South,  a new  system  of  racist  exploita- 
tion was  established  through  the  system- 
atic repression  of  black  people's  fight  for 
land,  education  and  civil  rights.  The  for- 
mer slaves  became  tenants  and  share- 
croppers toiling  on  land  owned  by  the 
white  propertied  class,  consisting  of  ele- 
ments of  the  old  slavocracy  and  a new 
Southern  bourgeoisie  with  strong  ties  to 
Northern  capital.  Jim  Crow  segregation 
became  entrenched,  enforced  and  main- 
tained by  Klan  terror  and  police-state 
repression.  Black  people  were  effectively 
completely  disenfranchised. 

The  Southern  Jim  Crow  system  made 
an  imprint  on  the  entire  country.  The 
capitalist  rulers  have  long  fomented  eth- 
nic and  religious  hatred.  Well  into  the 
20th  century,  the  central  dividing  line 
was  one  which  pitted  “native”  Protestants 
against  mainly  Catholic  German.  Irish. 
Italian  and  other  immigrant  workers. 
With  the  mass  migration  of  blacks  from 
the  South  to  the  industrial  cities  of  the 
North,  particularly  during  World  Wars  I 
and  11.  the  bourgeoisie  promoted  anti- 
black racism,  making  the  color  bar  a fun- 
damental dividing  line  that  has  served  to 
obscure  the  irreconcilable  class  divide. 
All  this  has  served  to  retard  the  political 
consciousness  of  the  American  proletar- 
iat. The  U.S.  is  the  only  industrial  country 
where  the  workers  have  not  historically 
had  their  own  independent  political  party, 
even  a reformist  one.  reflecting  the  inter- 
ests of  labor,  which  are  counterposed  to 
the  interests  of  capital. 

The  courageous  struggles  of  the  black 
and  white  fool  soldiers  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  in  the  I950s-’60s  played 
an  instrumental  role  in  overturning  Jim 
Crow.  The  creation  of  a Southern  black 
proletariat  fundamentally  eroded  the  Jim 
Crow  system  of  segregation.  The  bour- 
geoisie eventually  acquiesced  to  legal 
equality  in  the  South,  in  part  because  Jim 
Crow  had  become  an  embarrassment 
to  U.S.  imperialism’s  posture  as  the 
defender  of  “democracy”  and  "human 
rights”  in  the  Cold  War  against  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  industrial  and  military 
powerhouse  of  the  non-capitalist  world. 

The  struggle  for  black  equality  inter- 
sected growing  discontent  and  opposition 
to  U.S.  imperialism’s  losing  counterrevo- 
lutionary war  against  the  Vietnamese 
workers  and  peasants.  The  potential  for 
an  explosive  and  revolutionary  transfor- 
mation of  American  society  was  evident. 
But  from  its  onset,  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment was  dominated  by  a black  middle- 
class  leadership  allied  to  the  liberal 
wing  of  the  Democratic  Party.  The  aim  of 
liberal-pacifist  leaders  such  as  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  was  to  pressure  the  Dem- 
ocratic administrations  of  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy and  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  to  grant  for- 
mal. legal  equality.  In  the  context  of  the 
current  spat  between  Hillary  Clinton  and 
Barack  Obama  over  her  claim  that  John- 
son did  more  than  King  for  black  rights, 
it  is  worth  recalling  that  King  supported 
the  suppression  of  the  1965  Watts  ghetto 
revolt  while  Johnson  dispatched  federal 
troops  to  crush  the  1 967  Detroit  upheaval. 

In  the  1960s.  the  Spartacist  League,  de- 
spite our  small  forces,  put  forward  the  per- 
spective of  a class-struggle  fight  for  black 
freedom.  As  we  stated  in  our  Programmatic 
Statement.  “For  Socialist  Revolution  in  the 
Bastion  of  World  Imperialism": 

"In  our  intervention  into  the  civil  rights 
movement,  the  Spartacist  I.eague  raised 
the  call  for  a South-wide  Freedom  Labor 
Party  as  an  expression  of  working-class 
political  independence  and  the  need  to 
mobilize  the  labor  movement  to  fight  for 
black  emancipation.  This  was  linked  to 
a senes  of  other  transitional  demands 
aimed  at  uniting  black  and  white  workers 
in  struggle  against  the  capitalist  class 
enemy,  like  organizing  the  unorganized 
and  a sliding  scale  of  wages  and  hours  to 
combat  inflation  and  unemployment.  We 
culled  for  armed  self-defense  against  racist 


terror  and  for  a workers  united  front  against 
government  intervention,  both  in  the  labor 
movement  and  in  the  use  of  federal  troops 
to  supprevs  black  plebeian  suuggics.  This 
prognim  is  no  less  urgent  today.” 

The  bankruptcy  of  the  liberal  program 
of  the  civil  rights  movement's  leadership 
was  quickly  revealed  when  the  move- 
ment swept  out  of  the  South  and  into  the 
North,  where  black  people  already  had 
formal  legal  equality.  The  .struggle  for  u 
fundamental  change  in  conditions  of  life 
in  the  ghettos — for  real  equality,  for  jobs, 
decent  housing  and  adequate  schools — 
collided  head-on  with  the  realities  of 
American  capitalism.  Many  black  mili- 
tants. frustrated  with  and  opposed  to  lib- 
eral conciliaiionism.  turned  to  black 
nationalism,  which  rejects  the  multiracial 
working  class  as  the  motor  force  for 
revolutionary  struggle  against  this  racist 
capitalist  system. 

The  bourgeoisie  responded  to  growing 
black  militancy — represented  by  Mal- 
colm X.  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  oth- 
ers— with  vicious  repression,  killing  38 
Panthers  and  imprisoning  hundreds  more 
through  COINTELPRO.  Police  repres- 
sion along  with  cop  riots  in  major  U.S. 
cities  resulted  in  the  spontaneous  eruption 
of  ghetto  rebellions  across  (he  country.  At 
the  same  time,  the  bourgeoisie  sought  to 
and  did  co-opt  a layer  of  the  liberal  black 
misleaders  into  the  Democratic  Party, 
reflected  m the  election  of  a number  of 
black  mayors  in  major  American  cities 
over  the  next  couple  of  decades. 

By  the  late  1960s.  a racist  backlash  was 
already  beginning,  and  in  succeeding 
decades  many  of  the  gains  of  the  civil 
rights  period  were  reversed  or  eroded.  A 
key  turning  point  was  the  defeat  of  busing 
in  Boston  in  1974-75  on  the  streets  by 


David  Dinkins  quipped  when  he  was 
running  for  office  in  1989.  “They'll  take 
it  from  me.”  A grotesque  example  was 
the  1985  bombing  of  the  MOVE  com- 
mune in  Philadelphia,  which  slaughtered 
eleven  black  men.  women  and  children 
and  destroyed  an  entire  black  neighbor- 
hood. This  was  carried  out  by  black 
Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode  in  col- 
lusion with  the  Feds. 

Obama  and  the  Fake  Left 

The  way  forward  m the  struggle 
against  this  deeply  racist  capitalist  sys- 
tem is  to  break  the  political  chains  that 
bind  workers,  blacks,  immigrants  and  the 
oppres.sed  to  their  class  enemy,  par- 
ticularly through  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  This  means  waging  a politi- 
cal struggle  not  only  against  the  labor 
tops,  many  of  whom  are  leading  lights 
within  the  Democratic  Party,  but  also 
against  the  reformist  left.  Today,  as 
Obama’s  popularity  mounts  especially 
among  blacks  and  youth,  the  reformist 
International  Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
paints  him  as  a symbol  for  "those  who 
want  a break  with  the  stale  right-wing 
orthodoxy  that  has  dominated  main- 
stream politics  for  a generation”  {Social- 
ist Worker.  1 1 January). 

Despite  various  criticisms  of  Obama, 
the  ISO  made  clear  its  stand  when  at  an 
1 1 February  2007  rally  at  the  University 
of  Illinois  at  Chicago  campus  ISO-led 
protesters  unfurled  a banner  pleading: 
"Obama:  Stand  Up!  Cut  the  funding!”  (for 
the  Iraq  war).  This  is  part  of  their  fight  to 
give  the  Democrats  “a  backbone."  which 
is  supposed  to  be  provided  by  "a  grass- 
roots antiwar  movement  that  can  pressure 
politicians  from  outside  the  established 
party  system"  {Socialist  Worker,  2 March 
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forming  his  Rainbow  Coalition  and  again 
in  1988.  he  was  attempting  to  exert  pres- 
sure on  the  party,  including  through  bring- 
ing in  more  voters,  but  had  no  chance  of 
nomination.  Obama’s  campaign  today, 
however,  poses  the  possibility  of  the 
election  of  the  first  black  president.  And 
he  may  well  face  attack  from  racist  vigi- 
lantes and  terrorists;  threats  along  those 
lines  have  led  to  the  early  assignment  of 
Secret  Service  protection.  As  a black 
worker  in  North  Carolina  bluntly  put  it: 
“I  think  he  will  certainly  need  to  beef  up 
his  security,  because  I think  there's  these 
wackos  that  will  go  to  any  extent  to 
make  sure  he  doesn't  win"  {Washington 
Post,  5 January). 

When  black  Democrat  Harold  Wash- 
ington was  elected  mayor  of  Chicago  in 
1 983  and  faced  a vicious  racist  backlash, 
we  underlined  that  “Washington  has  the 
right  to  take  office  with  all  the  normal 
prerogatives.  Blacks  have  a right  to  elect 
whoever  they  want  to  office"  {WV  No. 


racist  mobs  and  in  government  halls  by 
liberal  politicians.  Last  year’s  Supreme 
Court  decision  overturning  school  deseg- 
regation plans  in  Seattle  and  Loui.sville 
eviscerates  the  1 954  Brown  v.  Board  of 
Education  ruling  that  banned  school  seg- 
regation. The  racist  backlash  was  soon 
followed  by  an  onslaught  against  the 
labor  movement,  exemplified  by  the  1981 
smashing  of  the  PATCO  air  traffic  con- 
trollers union  by  the  Reagan  administra- 
tion using  plans  drawn  up  by  the  Demo- 
cratic Carter  administration. 

Barack  Obama  is  a beneficiary  of  the 
civil  rights  movement-  He  also  embodies 
the  utter  failure  of  bourgeois  liberalism  to 
address  the  needs  of  the  black  masses.  A 
graduate  of  Harvard  Law  School,  and  the 
first  black  president  of  the  Harvard  Law 
Review,  Obama’s  rise  to  political  promi- 
nence was  meteoric,  an  effort  helped  in  no 
small  part  by  elements  within  the  Chicago 
Democratic  Party  Daley  machine.  Twenty 
years  earlier,  during  Jesse  Jackson’s  1988 
presidential  campaign,  in  which  he  won  1 3 
primaries  and  caucuses  and  got  over  seven 
million  votes,  we  pointed  out  in  "Jesse 
Jackson.  Racism  and  the  Democratic 
Party"  {WV  No.  451.  22  April  1988): 
"Class  divisions  are  sharpening  within  the 
black  population,  marked  by  the  gulf 
between  a thin  layer  of  black  profession- 
als. who  poured  through  the  gates  forced 
open  by  the  civil  rights  movement,  and  the 
massive  'black  underclass’  of  the  perma- 
nently unemployed,  swollen  through  the 
devastation  of  American  industry  in  the 
'70s  and  ’80s,” 

When  Jesse  Jackson  ran  for  the  Demo- 
cratic nomination  in  1984  as  part  of 


326.  25  March  1983).  But  as  opposed  to 
many  on  the  reformist  left,  we  refused  to 
give  one  ounce  of  political  support  to 
this  longtime  machine  Democrat  and 
warned.  "Harold  Washington  Will  Betray 
Black  Chicago"  {WV  No.  328.  22  April 
1983).  And.  indeed,  he  did,  slashing  jobs, 
services  and  overseeing  Chicago’s  mur- 
derous police  department. 

It  is  the  role  of  black  elected  officials 
to  keep  a lid  on  social  struggle  and 
administer  racist  capitalist  rule.  As  for- 
mer New  York  City  Democratic  mayor 


2007).  Of  course,  no  less  an  establishment 
Democrat  than  John  Kerry  has  endorsed 
Obama,  who  has  also  received  significant 
support  from  Wall  Street  financiers. 

The  Workers  World  Parly  (WWP)  is 
more  blatant;  the  conclusion  of  its  edito- 
rial "Behind  the  Votes  for  Obama  & Rod- 
ham Clinton"  {Workers  World.  9 January) 
unmistakably  leaves  open  the  possibility 
of  support  to  this  capitalist  politician: 
"With  an  Obama  candidacy,  working- 
class  and  revolutionary  organizations 
will  have  to  stay  sensitive  to  the  impact 
continued  on  page  10 


Spartacist 

(English  edition) 

No.  60,  Autumn  2007 
$1.50  (56  pages) 

Includes: 

Down  With 
Executive  Offices! 

(excerpt  from 
ICL  Fifth  Conference 
Main  Document) 

Spartacist  is  sent 
to  all  WV  subscribers. 

Make  checks 
payable/mail  to: 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co, 

Box  1377  GPO 
New  York.  NY  10116 


^5TACj|Tll;" 


ntth  Internttionil  Cenfertnee  of  iht  ICI 


Maintaining  a Revolutionarv 
Program  in  the  ^ost-Soviet  Perioi 

CtUnt  tfitf  Vw  RuMUn  ITir—tlon 


*“*'’‘»*  "•fWfMtrr itn.  ttto-tftf 

A Biography  of  James  P.  Can 

*W»  W«m  comlwam  to  Olv*  U»  AmJMmc*' 

Spart*cl«  Group  of  Poland  Refoundod 
Diana  Kartaan.  194S-200Z 


Communism  and  Women  of  the  East 


18  JANUARY  2008 


9 


Obama... 

(continued  front  pa^e  9) 

of  racism  on  ihe  clecloral  cumpaign, 
<;vcn  as  the  left  differentiates  itself  from 
Obama  as  well  as  the  Republican  |sic|. 
The  left  will  also  have  to  adjust  its 
approach  should  there  be  an  active  inter- 
vention of  the  population  in  the  clecloral 
process,  especially  if  an  economic  or  war 
crisis  arises  during  the  election." 

Indeed.  WWP  supported  Jackson  in  1988 
and  other  black  Democrats  such  as  Con- 
gressional candidate  Cynthia  McKinney 
in  2004  and  New  York  City  Council 
member  Charles  Barron  in  2006.  For  his 
part,  Barron  raised  the  slogan:  "Let's  gel 
back  to  Black  and  vote  for  Barack” 
(Amsterdam  News,  15  November  2007). 

Obama  is,  in  fact,  to  the  right  of  both 
Clinton  and  Edwards  on  many  domestic 
issues.  He  is  at  one  with  the  Clintonian 
"center”  in  support  of  the  racist,  barbaric 
death  penalty.  In  the  context  of  vicious 
attacks  on  immigrants,  he  wrote  in  The 
Audacity  of  Hope:  “I'm  not  entirely 
immune  to  such  naiivist  sentiments. 
When  1 see  Mexican  flags  waved  at  pro- 
immigration demonstrations,  I some- 
times feel  a flush  of  patriotic  resent- 
ment." Along  with  Clinton,  Obama’s 
"patriotism"  led  him  to  support  the 
"Secure  Fence  Act."  mandating  the  con- 
struction of  a 700-mile  wall  along  the 
U.S.-Mexican  border. 

As  for  his  international  policy,  in  addi- 
tion to  a cautious  and  uneven  opposition 
to  the  Iraq  war  and  occupation.  Obama’s 
article  on  “Renewing  American  Leader- 
ship” in  Foreign  Affairs  (July/Augusl 
2007)  is  instructive.  He  makes  clear  that 
he  wants  to  bring  the  occupation  of  Iraq 
to  a "responsible  end"  in  order  to  rede- 
ploy and  significantly  escalate  American 


military  forces  and  operations  around  the 
world.  Like  the  other  Democrats.  Obama 
is  foursquare  behind  the  murderous 
occupation  of  Afghanistan.  He  is  belli- 
cose against  Pakistan,  as  well  as  Iran  and 
the  North  Korean  deformed  workers 
stale,  writing:  "We  must  develop  a strong 
international  coalition  to  prevent  Iran 
from  acquiring  nuclear  weapons  and 
eliminate  North  Korea's  nuclear  weap- 
ons program. ...  In  confronting  these 
threats,  1 will  not  take  the  military  option 
off  the  table.” 

He  goes  on  to  proclaim;  "To  defeat  al 
Qaeda.  I will  build  a iwenty-first-century 
military  and  iwenty-first-ceniury  partner- 
ships as  strong  as  the  anticommunist  alli- 
ance that  won  the  Cold  War  to  stay  on  the 
offense  everywhere  from  Djibouti  to 
Kandahar.”  It  is  no  accident  that  Obama's 
foreign  policy  consigliere  is  one  Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski.  the  veteran  of  Cold  War 
II  who.  as  part  of  Jimmy  Carter’s  Demo- 
cratic administration,  worked  to  militar- 
ily and  ideologically  rearm  U.S.  imperial- 
ism after  its  humiliating  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  the  heroic  Vietnamese  workers 
and  peasants.  The  Carter  administration 
launched  an  anti-Communist  "human 
rights”  campaign  against  the  Soviet 
Union,  including  massive  support  to 
Islamic  reactionaries  in  Afghanistan 
against  the  Soviet  Red  Army’s  interven- 
tion on  the  side  of  elementary  human 
progress. 

For  the  most  part,  the  reformists 
marched  in  lockstep  with  the  imperialists 
during  Cold  War  II.  Today,  in  the  wake  of 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  they  have  given  up  even 
lip  service  to  the  struggle  for  proletarian 
revolution.  As  revolutionary  Trotskyists, 
we  stood  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Soviet  degenerated  work- 


ers slate  and  the  deformed  workers  states 
of  East  and  Central  Europe  while  fighting 
for  political  revolution  to  oust  the  rul- 
ing Stalinist  bureaucracies  and  install 
regimes  based  on  workers  democracy  and 
revolutionary  internationalism.  Today,  we 
apply  this  same  program  to  the  remaining 
deformed  workers  states  of  China.  North 
Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba. 

The  restoration  of  capitalism  in  the 
USSR  was  a world-historic  defeat  for 
the  international  proletariat.  Today,  rapa- 
cious U.S.  imperialism  declares  itself 
the  superpower  of  a "one  superpower" 
world,  and  the  capitalists  inicmationally 
are  intensifying  their  class  war  against 
working  people,  immigrants  and  the 
oppressed-  Retrograde  "death  of  commu- 
nism” consciousness  has  led  to  a number 
of  backward  offspring,  from  the  mythol- 
ogy of  the  “end  of  racism"  to  widespread 
despair  among  working  people  over  their 
ability  to  fundamentally  ameliorate  their 
conditions.  It  is  a telling  statement  of 
the  decomposition  of  the  left  that  radical- 
liberal  writer  Alexander  Cockbum  is  now 
promoting  right-wing  libertarian  Repub- 
lican Ron  Paul — a fanatical  proponent  of 
“free  market"  capitalism — as  a “princi- 
pled fellow"  and  “a  candidate  leftists  can 
and  should  support"  (Nation.  2 1 January). 

There  will  be  no  effective  resistance  to 
the  immiseration  of  American  working 
people  without  the  unity  in  struggle 
between  the  trade  unions  and  the  black 
and  Latino  poor.  It  is  necessary  to  fight 
for  a new,  class-struggle  leadership  in  the 
labor  movement  that  fights  to  mobilize 
and  extend  union  power  not  only  in 
defense  of  workers’  livelihoods  but  also 
to  combat  racist  discrimination  and  anti- 
immigrant  attacks.  Such  a class-struggle 
leadership  would  fight  against  deporta- 
tions and  to  organize  immigrant  workers. 


demanding  full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants.  As  we  wrote  in  our  Pro- 
grammatic Statement; 

"Despite  the  destruction  of  industrial 
jobs  and  erosion  of  union  strength,  black 
workers,  who  have  a significantly  higher 
rate  of  trade-union  membership  than  do 
white  workers,  continue  to  be  integrated 
into  strategic  sectors  of  the  industrial 
proletariat,  which  alone  has  the  power  to 
shatter  this  racist,  capitalist  system.  Won 
to  a revolutionary  program,  black  work- 
ers will  be  the  living  link  fusing  the 
anger  of  the  dispossessed  ghetto  masses 
with  the  social  power  of  the  multiracial 
.proleianat  under  the  leadership  of  a Len- 
inist vanguard  party.”  ■ 


ISO-led  protesters  at  University  of 
Illinois-Chicago  unfurl  banner  plead- 
ing with  Obama  to  cut  war  funding, 
February  2007. 


James/Chicago  Tribune 


Angry  residents  of  Chicago’s  West  Side  protest  against  cop  killing  of  black 
youth  Aaron  Harrison,  August  2007. 


Chicago... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

both  the  transit  bosses  and  the  courts 
and  cops  of  the  capitalist  slate,  the 
TWU  International  stabbed  them  in  the 
back,  telling  workers  "to  report  to  work” 
during  the  strike,  while  the  city  labor 
tops  refused  to  support  it.  And  just  as 
the  strikers  were  feeling  their  power,  the 
Local  100  leaders  d^obilized  the  strike 
and  sent  workers  back  without  a con- 
tract (“NYC  Transit  Strike;  Union  Power 
vs.  Class  Collaboration,”  WV  No.  861. 
6 January  2006). 

The  current  attacks  on  the  ATU  are  the 
fruit  of  years  of  reliance  on  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  politicians,  black  and  white. 
While  the  Republicans  openly  spit  in  the 
face  of  workers,  black  people  and  the 
mass  of  immigrants,  the  Democrats  pos- 
ture as  "friends"  of  labor  and  minorities 
while  carrying  out  the  very  same  attacks 
against  working  people  and  the  poor. 
Whether  it  is  run  by  Democrats  or  Repub- 
licans the  capitalist  state  is  an  instrument 
for  the  subjugation  of  the  working  class 
to  the  interests  of  the  capitalists.  Boss 
Daley  has  not  been  shy  in  his  praise  of  the 
ATU  tops,  commenting  that  it  "took  a lot 
of  courage"  to  accept  the  concessions. 
No.  what  it  took  was  union  misleaders 


willing  to  offer  up  the  interests  of  their 
members  to  the  mercies  of  the  capitalist 
slate  helping  make  Chicago  the  “city  that 
works"  for  Boss  Daley’s  racist  Demo- 
cratic Parly  machine. 

Another  example  is  the  Democrat  Harold 
Washington.  Chicago’s  first  black  mayor, 
whose  1983  election  was  seen  by  most 


black  people  in  Chicago  as  a chance  to  get 
some  of  their  share  of  housing,  jobs  and 
schools  through  Democratic  Party  patron- 
age. But  Washington  quickly  used  his 
influence  to  help  pass  the  notorious  Illi- 
nois legislature  House  Bill  1805.  which 
massively  looted  the  transit  pension  fund, 
outlawed  the  cost-of-living  allowance 


(COLA)  and  imposed  the  hated  part-time 
system.  While  the  late  Washington  is  often 
held  in  iconic  status,  especially  for  many 
black  people  in  racist  Chicago,  the  reality 
is  that  when  Washington  tried  to  justify 
his  anti-union  attacks  to  transit  workers  at 
a union  meeting  in  January  1984.  he  was 
hooted  off  the  stage  by  angry  black  bus 
drivers  and  forced  to  flee  out  the  back 
door! 

We  in  the  Spartacist  League  and  Labor 
Black  Struggle  League  seek  to  win  work- 
ers to  a revolutionary  program  that  is 
based  on  the  understanding  that  the 
power  of  the  working  class  can  and  must 
be  used  to  fight  for  all  of  the  oppressed 
as  part  of  the  fight  for  a socialist  revolu- 
tion. Tho.se  who  labor  must  rule!  As  the 
speaker  for  the  LBSL.  who  is  also  a 
Chicago  transit  worker,  explained  at  the 
Annua!  Holiday  Appeal  for  Class  War 
Prisoners  held  in  Chicago  on  Decem- 
ber 9;  "The  present  situation  in  transit  is 
the  bitter  fruit  of  years  of  the  union  strat- 
egy of  supporting  the  capitalist  Demo- 
crats and  supporting  arbitration  instead 
of  organizing  the  workers  independently 
from  the  bosses  and  their  parties.  Labor 
must  break  from  the  Democrats!  No 
to  the  policy  of  surrender  that  is  arbitra- 
tion. We  need  a workers  party  to  fight  to 
defend  black  rights,  to  defend  immigrants 
and  all  the  oppressed  "■ 
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Iran... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

say.  in  the  context  of  U.S.  threats.  Iran 
needs  nuclear  weapons  to  deter  an  impe- 
rialist attack.  U.S.  hands  off  Iran!  All 
U.S.  troops  out  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
now! 

It  is  the  task  of  the  multinational  work- 
ing class  in  Iran,  leading  behind  it  all 
the  oppressed,  to  overthrow  the  Persian- 
chauvimsi.  clericalist  regime  through 
socialist  revolution.  Key  to  this  perspective 
IS  the  forging  of  u Lcninist-Trotskyisi 
workers  parly.  Such  parties  must  be  built 
throughout  the  Near  East — forged  in  strug- 
gle against  all  forms  of  fundamentalism 
and  nationalism — to  unite  the  proletariat 
in  struggle  against  the  imperialists  as  well 
as  the  region’s  capitalist  rulers.  For  a 


socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East! 

In  the  U.S.  and  other  advanced  capi- 
talist countries,  the  rapacious  imperial- 
ist rulers  must  he  swept  away  through 
workers  revolutions.  The  true  enemy 
ot  working  people,  minorities  and  the 
oppressed  in  the  U.S.  is  the  U.S.  bour- 
geoisie. The  ruling  class  that  is  today 
threatening  Iran  is  the  same  capitalist 
class  that  has  slashed  the  pensions,  health 
care  and  jobs  of  America's  working  peo- 
ple while  shredding  democratic  rights 
through  the  reactionary  “war  on  terror." 
The  struggle  against  imperialist  war 
must  be  part  and  parcel  of  a struggle 
against  the  entire  system  of  capitalist 
exploitation  and  oppression.  The  Sparta- 
cisi  League  is  committed  to  forging  the 
workers  parly  needed  to  lead  the  strug- 
gle for  workers  revolution  in  the  heart- 
land of  world  imperialism  * 
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ILWU... 


Above:  Port 
truckers  demanding 
more  pay  per  load 
shut  down  much  of 
the  Port  of  Oakland 
on  30  April  2004. 

Right:  Customs 
agents  check 
trucker’s  documents 
at  Oakland  port  In 
October  2001. 
ILWU:  help  organize 
the  port  truckers! 


(continued  from  page  12} 

Greens)  is  defense  of  capitalist  interests, 
at  home  and  abroad. 

There  must  be  a fight  for  a class- 
struggle  leadership  of  the  unions  com- 
mitted to  breaking  the  political  chains 
binding  workers  to  the  bosses  and  their 
government.  The  working  class  needs  its 
own  party,  one  that  would  mobilize  labor’s 
power — at  the  point  of  production  and 
on  the  streets — against  the  class  enemy. 
In  racist  America,  where  black  oppres- 
sion is  central  to  the  capitalist  profit  sys- 
tem. such  a party  would  champion  the 
cause  of  black  freedom.  To  cut  through 
the  poisonous  chauvinism  that  ties  work- 
ers to  (heir  exploiters,  it  would  raise  the 
banner  of  international  labor  solidarity 
and  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants.  We  fight  to  forge  the  work- 
ers party  that  is  necessary  to  lead  all  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  in  socialist  revo- 
lution. ushering  in  a society  where  those 
who  labor  rule. 

On  a small  scale,  the  way  forward  was 
shown  by  the  February  2002  united-front 
demonstration  in  Oakland  initiated  by 
the  Labor  Black  League  and  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  demanding:  “Down 
with  the  Anti-Immigrant  Witchhunt!  No 
to  the  USA-Patriot  Act  and  the  Maritime 
Security  Act!”  Endorsed  by  ILWU  Local 
10  and  AFSCME  Local  444  among 
others,  the  rally  brought  out  some  300 
trade  unionists,  socialists  and  youth  who 
chanted,  “National  Unity  is  a lie — Bosses 
profit,  workers  die!”  A determined  core 
of  30  mainly  black  ILWUers  joined  the 
Filipino  Workers  Association  and  the 
largely  Latino  immigrants  of  the  San 
Francisco  Day  Labor  Program  in  a break 
with  the  widespread  sentiment,  fostered 
by  the  capitalist  rulers,  that  blacks  and 
immigrants  are  competitors  for  crumbs  at 
the  bottom  of  this  society. 

TWIC  Threatens  Racist  Purge 

The  ILWU  was  an  early  target  of  the 
government’s  drive  for  “national  unity” 
following  September  1 1.  During  the  2002 
contract  negotiations,  then  “Homeland 
Security”  chief  Tom  Ridge  phoned  the 
ILWU  International  president  to  warn 
that  a strike  would  “threaten  national 
security.”  A recent  video  produced  by  the 
ILWU,  Eye  of  the  Storm,  reveals  that  the 
While  Hou.se  established  a special  task 
force  to  deal  with  the  negotiations.  Wor- 
ried that  a disruption  of  cargo  movement 
would  hamper  the  imminent  invasion  of 
Iraq.  Bush  threatened  to  use  federal 
troops  in  the  event  of  a strike. 

Yet  the  ILWU  International — with 
Local  10  officials  trailing  closely  be- 
hind— signed  on  to  the  national  .security 
campaign.  Then  ILWU  president  James 
Spinosa  bragged  in  his  March  2006 
Dispatcher  column.  “We  have  estab- 
lished the  ILWU  as  a major  player  in  the 
national  debate  on  port  security  and  will 
continue  to  press  our  position  to  protect 
our  jobs,  ourselves  and  our  commu- 
nities.” When  the  Democrats  scream  for 
the  inspection  of  all  shipping  containers 
entering  the  U.S..  the  ILWU’s  Dispatcher 
is  right  behind  them. 

That  "port  security”  means  attacks  on 
workers  and  blacks  is  demonstrated  by 
the  case  of  Aaron  Harrison  and  Jason 
Ruffin.  In  August,  these  two  black  Local 
10  longshoremen  were  beaten  and  arrested 
for  contacting  their  union  after  port  secu- 
rity guards  invoked  maritime  security 
regulations  in  demanding  to  search  their 
car  (see  “ILWU  Rally:  'Drop  the  Bogus 
Charges  Now!'.”  WV  No,  900.  12  Octo- 
ber 2007).  The  ILWU  must  continue  to 
rally  in  defense  of  Harrison  and  Ruffin, 
who  still  face  charges  of  obstructing  a 
police  officer. 

The  implementation  of  the  Transporta- 
tion Worker  Identification  Credential  pro- 
gram vastly  increases  the  government's 
ability  to  police  the  workforce  on  the 
docks.  TWIC  ID  cards,  with  encoded 
biometric  data,  were  mandated  by  the 
2002  Maritime  Transportation  Security 


Act.  After  years  of  delay,  the  Transporta- 
tion Security  Administration  announced  in 
the  fall  that  it  would  begin  screening  work- 
ers. who  by  September  25  will  be  required 
to  have  a card  to  enter  port  facilities.  The 
government  does  not  yet  have  a prototype 
for  a machine  that  can  read  the  biometric 
data  (fingerprints).  But  the  criminal  back- 
ground checks  required  for  the  card  are 
being  implemented  now  and  will  be  ongo- 
ing during  the  ILWU’s  contract  negotia- 
tions. acting  to  intimidate  the  workforce. 

The  ILWU  leadership’s  “opposition”  to 
criminal  background  checks  has  amounted 
to  negotiating  with  the  government  over 
the  terms  and  limits  of  the  TWIC  pro- 
gram. The  Dispatcher  (October  2006) 
brags  that  the  union  won  “major  gains" 
by  lobbying  their  Democratic  friends 
in  Congress.  Who  are  they  trying  to 
fool?  Under  TWIC,  workers  who  have 
been  convicted  within  the  last  seven  years 
(or  released  from  prison  in  the  last  five 
years)  for  “interim  disqualifying  crimi- 
nal offenses"  will  be  denied  cards,  and 
therefore  the  right  to  their  livelihoods,  until 
those  periods  elapse.  The  offenses  include 
possession  with  intent  to  distribute  con- 
trolled substances,  identity  fraud,  robbery 
and  unlawful  possession  of  firearms. 

Black  and  Latino  workers  who  have 
been  victimized  by  the  racist  cops  and 
courts,  especially  through  the  “war  on 
drugs.”  will  be  disproportionately  purged. 
In  late  2006,  some  70  mostly  black  Chi- 
cago rail  workers  were  fired  under  Home- 
land Security  regulations  barring  ex- 
felons from  such  jobs  (see  “Protest  ‘War 
on  Terror’  Firing  of  Rail  Workers!",  WV 
No.  884,  19  January  2007).  We  call  for 
the  decriminalization  of  drugs  and 
defend  the  right  of  the  people  to  bear 
arms.  No  to  gun  control! 

Roughly  750,000  maritime  and  port 
workers  are  eventually  supposed  to  be 
covered  by  TWIC.  According  to  initial 
government  papers,  TWIC  is  a prototype 
for  a broader  program.  This  could  be  a 
step  toward  a national  identity  card, 
which  the  government  would  use  as  a 
means  of  control  and  regimentation  of 
the  entire  population. 

ILWU  officials  have  already  turned 
over  the  union’s  membership  list  to  the 
government  to  check  immigration  status 
and  whether  anyone  is  on  its  “terrorism” 
database.  The  non-union,  heavily  immi- 
grant port  truckers  are  going  to  be  espe- 
cially hit  by  TWIC’s  requirement  that 
they  prove  citizenship  or  legal  immigra- 
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tion  status.  The  ILWU  tops  have  despi- 
cably pointed  the  finger  at  the  truckers  as 
the  “real"  security  threat.  What  the  union 
should  be  doing  is  helping  to  organize  the 
port  truckers  and  mobilizing  its  power  to 
fight  anti-immigrant  attacks. 

Now  the  chickens  are  coming  home  to 
roost  as  longshoremen  are  being  subject 
to  background  checks  right  along  with 
port  truckers.  Involvement  in  a “transpor- 
tation security  incident” — defined  as  "a 
security  incident  resulting  in  a significant 
loss  of  life,  environmental  damage,  trans- 
portation system  disruption  or  economic 
disruption  in  a specific  area” — is  grounds 
for  permanent  TWIC  disqualification. 
According  to  the  Dispatcher,  the  ILWU 
was  responsible  for  language  ensuring 
that  a “work  stoppage,  or  other  nonviolent 
employee-related  action”  not  be  included 
in  this  category.  The  Dispatcher  fails  to 
mention  that  the  history  of  the  labor 
movement  is  filled  with  cops  and  com- 
pany goons  busting  strikers’  heads  while 
workers  are  called  “violent”  and  rail- 
roaded through  the  courts  for  defending 
their  union.  TWIC  cards  will  have  to  be 
periodically  renewed,  threatening  workers 
who  defend  their  picket  lines  with  being 
barred  from  working  on  the  waterfront. 

ILWU  Tops'  Tradition  of 
Class  Collaboration 

Today's  “war  on  terror”  is  not  the 
first  time  the  government  has  trumpeted 
"national  security”  in  order  to  purge  the 
ILWU  and  other  unions.  In  1948,  at  the 
outset  of  the  imperialists’  Cold  War 
against  the  Soviet  Union,  the  West  Coast 
waterfront  bosses  insisted  on  the  eve  of  a 
strike  that  ILWU  president  Harry  Bridges 
sign  an  anti-Communist  affidavit  or  give 
up  leadership  of  the  union,  as  mandated 
by  the  Taft-Hariley  Act.  Bridges,  who  led 
the  1934  strike  battles  that  forged  the 
union,  refused,  and  longshoremen  backed 
him  in  a referendum  by  20  to  1.  The  bit- 
ter strike  lasted  98  days.  Although  the 
companies  were  forced  to  settle  with  the 
union  and  Bridges  kept  his  post,  the 
bosses  won  a major  concession — a "no 
strike  pledge”  and  binding  arbitration 
clau.se  in  the  contract. 

Two  years  later,  the  government  insti- 
tuted a port  .security  program  seeking  to 
drive  Communists.  Trotskyists.  Socialists 
and  other  labor  militants  and  leaders  out 
of  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organiza- 
tions (CIO)  unions.  By  the  end  of  1956, 
Coast  Guard  screening  had  denied  secu- 


rity clearances  to  3,783  waterfront  and 
maritime  workers;  243  of  them  were  mem- 
bers of  ILWU  Local  1 0.  and  two-thirds  of 
those  were  black.  Of  the  eleven  unions 
expelled  frqm  the  CIO  in  1949-50,  only 
the  ILWU  and  UE  electrical  workers  sur- 
vived intact,  although  UE  was  severely 
weakened  by  an  anti-Communist  split, 
In  December  1953.  Local  10  members 
shut  down  the  waterfront  to  protest  the 
witchhunting  House  Committee  on  Un- 
American  Activities  (HUAC).  which  was 
holding  hearings  in  San  Francisco.  This 
was  a significant  action  against  the  stultify- 
ing hold  of  McCarlhyism  on  U.S.  society. 

While  Harry  Bridges  was  a prominent 
target  of  the  red  purges,  he  was  in  fact  a 
labor  bureaucrat  whose  tradition  is  over- 
whelmingly one  of  class  collaboration, 
not  class  struggle.  Loyal  to  the  Commu- 
nist Party’s  Stalinist  policy  of  support  to 
a "progressive”  wing  of  the  ruling  class. 
Bridges  accepted  the  framework  of  the 
capitali.st  system  and  generally  supported 
the  Democratic  Party.  The  1948  contract 
he  negotiated  ushered  in  more  than  two 
decades  of  labor  peace  on  the  West  Coast 
waterfront.  He  negotiated  the  Mechani- 
zation and  Modernization  contracts  of  the 
1 960s  that  allowed  the  PMA  to  slash  long- 
shore jobs  by  more  than  half  (see  “Harry 
Bridges  and  the  Communist  Party.”  WV 
No.  66.  II  April  1975).  Despite  the 
union’s  many  paper  resolutions  against 
the  Vietnam  War.  Bridges  ensured  that 
military  goods  continued  to  flow  to  the 
U.S.  imperialist  war  machine  even  dur- 
ing the  ILWU’s  1971  strike. 

It  is  this  tradition  of  class  peace  that 
runs  deep  in  the  Local  10  bureaucracy. 
In  his  Maritime  Worker  Monitor  (12 
November  2007).  Jack  Heyman.  a mem- 
ber of  the  Local  10  executive  board,  cor- 
rectly opposed  the  Labor  Department 
intervention.  Citing  the  "militant"  and 
"democratic”  practices  of  the  ILWU 
"back  in  the  day,”  Heyman  aptly  claims 
the  Bridges  tradition,  a method  that  has 
long  served  Heyman  and  the  ILWU  tops 
by  providing  a “militant”  cover  for  class 
collaboration.  Thus  Heyman  spouts  “anti- 
imperialist” verbiage  as  a cover  for  his 
treacherous  support  to  the  drive  for  port 
security,  writing  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  (5  March  2006):  "Real  port 
security  means  inspecting  all  containers 
offloaded  and  ending  imperialist  wars 
abroad  that  spawn  terrorists,  not  stifling 
the  free-speech  rights  of  tho.se  who  work 
in  the  ports." 

The  road  forward  for  those  militants 
who  want  to  fight  to  turn  around  the 
ILWU  lies  not  in  reclaiming  the  Bridges 
tradition.  As  we  wrote  in  "Government 
Hands  Off  ILWU  Local  10!”  (WV  No. 
903.  23  November  2007);  “The  anger  of 
Local  10  members  at  the  government’s 
takeover  of  their  union  elections  should 
be  directed  into  a fight  for  the  political 
independence  of  the  working  class  from 
the  exploiters,  their  political  parties  and 
the  capitalist  state.  That  means  a struggle 
to  build  a workers  party  that  fights  for  a 
workers  govemment.”B 
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of  class  treason.  Upheld  by  an  October 
decision  by  the  U.S.  Ninth  Circuit  Court, 
the  Feds  took  over  the  union  elections 
on  the  grounds  that  the  rules  under 
which  the  two  were  disqualified  were  not 
at  that  time  explicitly  laid  out  in  Local 
lO's  constitution.  McCoy’s  suit  was  filed 
in  August  2006;  it  can  hardly  be  an  acci- 
dent that  the  court  decision  came  down 
in  late  fall  2007.  on  the  eve  of  the  2008 
contract  year. 

The  court  order  in  favor  of  the  DOL 
was  met  with  surprise  and  outrage  by 
many  Local  10  members.  The  two  Local 
10  members  who  opened  up  the  ILWU 
to  the  class  enemy  deserve  the  .scorn 
and  contempt  of  every  defender  of  the 
union.  It  is  a damning  indictment  of  the 
local  leadership  under  outgoing  President 
Tommy  Clark  that  the  only  course  it 
offered  the  membership  was  collaboration 
with  the  Labor  Department.  The  union 
lops  complied  with  the  Feds'  demand  that 
the  U>cal  10  longshore  Bulletin  be  opened 
up  so  that  McCoy  and  Dunn  could  justify 
their  actions  to  the  membership.  In  the 
upshot,  McCoy  won  election  to  the  35- 
member  Local  10  executive  board,  while 
Dunn  came  in  36th.  which  means  he 
could  be  drafted  as  an  alternate. 

The  danger  of  government  intervention 
over  "union  democracy”  and  “fighting 
corruption”  is  seen  in  the  decades-long 
vendetta  against  the  powerful  Teamsters 
union,  which  included  imprisoning  Jimmy 
Hoffa  after  he  negotiated  a national  Mas- 
ter Freight  Agreement  in  the  1960s.  In 
1987.  the  Teamsters  were  sued  under  the 
Racketeer  Influenced  and  Corrupt  Organ- 
izations (RICO)  Act.  Two  years  later,  the 
Teamsters  brass  signed  onto  a consent 
decree  that  laid  the  basis  for  government 
administrators  to  run  the  union.  Ron 
Carey,  who  was  installed  as  union  presi- 
dent under  government  auspices  in  1991, 
had  his  re-election  voided  by  the  gov- 
ernment immediately  after  leading  the 
widely  popular  1997  UPS  strike. 

Carey  was  backed  by  the  Teamsters 
fora  Democratic  Union  (TDU).  a "rank- 
and-file"  opposition  that  openly  collabo- 
rated with  the  government.  The  Spartacist 
League  denounced  the  traitorous  machi- 
nations of  the  TDU.  which  provided  the 
legal  brief  inviting  the  government  into 
the  union.  In  stark  contrast,  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization.  Socialist 
Action  and  other  reformist  groups  have 
acted  as  cheerleaders  for  the  TDU  and 
other  union-suing  outfits,  promoting  out- 
bureaucrats  and  opposing  the  program  of 
class  struggle. 

The  labor  bureaucracy,  abetted  by  the 
reformist  left,  fosters  the  illusion  that  the 
"democratic"  capitalist  state  can  be  pres- 
sured to  serve  the  interests  of  workers. 
Especially  criminal  is  the  ILWU  and  ILA 
tops’  embrace  of  the  "war  on  terror."  the 
rulers'  rationale  for  the  brutal  occupa- 
tions of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  and  for  a 
series  of  repressive  laws  targeting  immi- 
grants. blacks,  the  trade  unions  and  the 
rights  of  the  populace  as  a whole.  In 
their  current  bid  for  the  White  House,  the 
Democrats  have  been  trying  to  outdo 
Bush  in  the  “war  on  terror.”  especially 
when  it  comes  to  port  security. 

Notably,  the  ILWU  International  lead- 
ership agreed  last  year  to  early  "good 
faith"  negotiations  with  the  PMA  for  the 
2008  contract,  no  doubt  aiming  to  save 
Democratic  presidential  candidates  the 
problem  of  labor  turmoil  on  the  water- 
front. The  Republicans  are  the  in-your- 
face  enemies  of  labor,  black  people, 
immigrants  and  the  poor.  The  Democrats 
try  to  fool  working  people  and  the 
oppressed  with  soothing  words  while 
keeping  their  hands  on  the  same  big 
stick.  The  bottom  line  for  both  parlies  (as 
well  as  for  the  small-time  bourgeois 
continued  on  page  II 


In  an  ominous  attack  on  the  labor 
movement,  the  federal  Department  of 
Labor  (DOL)  took  over  recent  elections 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area’s  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU)  Local  10.  The  DOL  intervened 
into  Local  10  just  as  the  West  Coast 
ILWU’s  contract  negotiations  with  the 
Pacific  Maritime  Association  (PMA)  are 
due  to  begin.  There  can  be  no  mistaking 
the  government’s  aim:  to  weaken  the 
ability  of  this  powerful  union  to  defend 
itself  against  the  employers. 

At  the  same  time,  the  government 
is  ratcheting  up  "anti-terror”  measures 
against  longshore  and  maritime  workers 
through  the  Transportation  Worker  Iden- 
tification Credential  (TWIC)  program. 
With  its  mandatory  immigration  and 
criminal  background  checks,  TWIC  will 
victimize  workers  in  the  name  of  "secur- 
ing" the  nation’s  ports.  The  Feds  are  also 
seeking  to  get  their  mitts  on  the  Interna- 
tiona! Longshoremen’s  Association  (ILA), 
which  covers  the  East  and  Gulf  coasts.  In 
December,  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  in 
New  York  filed  a revamped  lawsuit  alleg- 
ing a conspiracy  between  the  Mafia  and 
the  ILA.  the  latest  installment  of  a 
decades-long  attempt  to  bust  the  union 
through  “anti-comipiion”  suits.  This  time 
around,  the  Feds  demand  control  of  union 
benefit  funds  and  the  removal  of  four  ILA 
officials. 

In  unleashing  its  agencies  against  the 
ILWU  and  ILA.  the  capitalist  government 
is  going  after  workers  who  have  tremen- 
dous potential  social  power.  Due  to  the 
massive  increase  in  foreign  trade  and  the 
dependence  of  most  U.S.  manufacturing 
on  "just  in  time  delivery."  any  dock  strike 
by  workers  fighting  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  bosses’  attacks  would  have  a 
huge  effect  on  the  entire  economy.  Trade 
through  the  West  Coast  ports  alone  has 
increased  fourfold  in  the  last  two  decades; 
some  10  percent  of  the  country’s  gross 
domestic  product  is  lied  to  the  loading 
and  unloading  of  goods  at  these  ports. 
The  entire  labor  movement  must  demand: 
Government  hands  off  the  ILWU  and  ILA! 

Workers  must  oppose  any  intervention 
by  the  capitalist  government  into  the 
unions  on  principle.  The  state,  as  Marxists 
have  argued  and  as  history  has  shown,  is 
not  a neutral  body  standing  above  classes 


and  the  class  struggle.  From  its  battery  of 
anti-union  laws  to  its  strikebreaking  cops 
and  courts,  the  capitalist  state  is  a repres- 
sive apparatus  that  protects  the  rule  and 
profits  of  the  bourgeoisie  against  the 
working  class  and  the  oppressed.  Key  to 
unleashing  labor’s  power  to  struggle  in  its 
own  interests  is  the  fight  for  the  independ- 
ence of  the  working  class  and  its  organi- 
zations from  the  capitalist  state.  That 
requires  combatting  the  union  bureauc- 
racy's program  of  class  collaboration, 
which  is  based  on  the  falsehood  that  the 
interests  of  labor  and  capital  can  be  rec- 
onciled. This  outlook  is  expressed  politi- 
cally in  the  union  lops’  support  to  the 
Democratic  Party  and  the  "national  inter- 
ests" of  U.S.  imperialism. 

In  the  Los  Angeles  area,  the  ILWU 
misleaders’  class  collaborationism  is 
undermining  the  ability  of  the  union  to 
fight  against  the  recent  proliferation  on 
the  docks  of  hangman's  nooses — the 
symbol  of  lynch  mobs  that  killed  thou- 
sands of  black  people  in  the  century  after 
the  Civil  War.  As  we  wrote  in  "ILWU; 
Fight  Racist  Noose  Provocations  at  L.A. 


Ports!"  (VTV  No.  905.  4 January),  it  is  the 
PMA  bosses  “who  stand  to  gain  from  the 
fostering  of  poisonous  racial  and  ethnic 
divisions  within  the  workforce,  espe- 
cially with  the  union  heading  into  nego- 
tiations for  a new  contract."  Instead  of 
mobilizing  the  membership  in  action  to 
halt  the  racist  provocations,  the  ILWU 
bureaucrats  have  encouraged  workers  to 
pressure  the  PMA  to  take  action.  The 
PMA  will  only  Intervene  to  the  extent  it 
can  weaken  the  union.  The  union  must 
clean  its  own  house! 

Feds  Run  Local  10  Elections 

The  Labor  Department’s  pretext  for 
intervening  into  Local  10  was  so  flimsy 
as  to  smack  of  provocation.  It  was  based 
on  the  complaints  of  Local  10  members 
Trevyn  McCoy,  who  went  to  the  DOL 
after  being  disqualified  from  running  for 
office  in  the  2005  election,  and  Odra 
Dunn,  who  filed  a complaint  after  he  was 
refused  a position  on  the  ballot  in  2006. 
Whether  or  not  they  were  bureaucrati- 
cally barred  by  the  union  leadership,  run- 
ning to  the  bosses’  government  is  an  act 


WV  PholQ 

9 February  2002:  Bay  Area  longshoremen  were  at  core  of  united-front,  labor- 
centered  mobilization  initiated  by  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor 
Black  League  in  defense  of  immigrant  rights  and  against  government's 
“war  on  terror.” 
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Supreme  Court:  Retooling  the  Machinery  of  Death 


SmithySygma 


On  December  17,  New  Jersey  abol- 
ished the  death  penalty,  becoming  the 
first  slate  to  do  so  since  the  Supreme 
Court  reinstated  the  barbaric  practice  in 
1976.  The  Jersey  repeal  followed  the  rec- 
ommendation of  a slate  commission  that 
described  the  death  penalty  as  “inconsis- 
tent with  evolving  standards  of  decency" 
{Washington  Post,  14  December  2007). 
Legislatures  in  several  other  slates,  in- 
cluding Maryland,  Montana,  New  Mex- 
ico and  Nebraska,  have  also  debated  abol- 
ishing the  death  penalty.  Meanwhile, 
there  has  been  an  effective  moratorium  on 
executions  across  the  country  while  the 
Supreme  Court  hears  the  case  of  Baze  V5. 
Rees  to  decide  whether  the  mixture  of 
chemicals  currently  used  in  lethal  injec- 
tion is  unconstitutional. 

The  gruesome  spectacle  of  the  Supreme 
Court  pondering  the  best  mixture  of 
chemicals  to  use  to  “humanely"  kill  more 
than  3.000  death  row  inmates  is  of  a piece 
with  the  ghoulish  debate  over  whether 
CIA  “waterboarding”  of  prisoners  in  Iraq, 
Afghanistan  and  Guantdnamo  Bay  is  tor- 
ture. Let’s  be  clear:  capital  punishment 
is  a barbaric  legacy  of  medieval  torture 
and,  in  the  U.S.,  of  black  chattel  slavery. 
Today,  black  people  make  up  some  42 
percent  of  the  death  row  population — 
three  times  their  representation  in  the 
general  population.  Capital  punishment  is 
a system  of  legal  murder  that  reinforces 
the  brutalization  of  society  in  all  respects; 
it  is  the  lynch  rope  made  legal.  We  stand 
for  the  abolition  of  the  death  penalty  on 
principle  and  everywhere — for  the  guilty 
as  well  as  the  innocent.  We  do  not  accord 
the  state  the  right  to  determine  who  lives 
and  who  dies. 

We  Marxists  welcome  any  pause  in 
the  machinery  of  death  and  certainly  out- 
right abolition  by  slates  such  as  New  Jer- 
sey. At  the  same  time  we  warn,  as  we  did 
last  year  after  several  slates  issued  full  or 
partial  moratoriums  on  executions: 

“The  fact  that  state  governments  are  tin- 
kering with  the  death  penally  does  not 
signal  a 'change  of  heart’ -by  the  U.S. 


capitalist  rulers  who  wreak  death  and 
destruction  from  Baghdad  to  New  Orleans. 
Rather,  state  officials  seek  to  clean  up 
their  procedures  for  legal  murder  when 
there  has  been  a sharp  drop  in  public  sup- 
port for  capital  punishment." 

~WV  No.  883.  5 January  2007 
Such  is  manifestly  the  case  in  the 
Supreme  Court  deliberations  over  lethal 
injections,  which  are  at  bottom  not  about 
getting  rid  of  capital  punishment  but 
rather  about  refurbishing  it.  Moreover, 
despite  the  “Anybody  but  Bush”  efforts  of 
the  reformist  left  on  behalf  of  the  Demo- 
crats. the  other  capitalist  party  of  war  and 
racism,  every  one  of  the  leading  Demo- 
cratic Party  presidential  contenders — 
Hillary  Clinton.  Barack  Obama  and  John 
Edwards — openly  supports  the  death  pen- 
alty. Indeed,  it  was  under  the  Demo- 
cratic administration  of  Bill  Clinton  that 
the  1996  Aniiterrorism  and  Effective 
Death  Penally  Act  was  signed,  virtually 
eliminating  the  right  of  habeas  corpus 
appeals  for  those  sentenced  to  death  in 
slate  courts. 

Over  the  past  decade,  support  for  the 
death  penalty  has  diminished:  62  percent 
of  Americans  support  the  death  penalty, 
compared  to  80  percent  in  the  mid  1 990s. 


Support  for  the  death  penally  has  been 
shaken  by  a series  of  botched  execu- 
tions: the  20-minute  torture  of  Stanley 
Tookie  Williams  in  December  2005;  the 
May  2006  execution  of  Joseph  Clark  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  which  lasted  almost  90 
minutes;  the  34-minuie  killing  of  Angel 
Nieves  Diaz  in  Florida  in  December 
2006.  Whether  it  be  electric  chairs  turning 
victims  into  human  fireballs,  ga.s  chamber 
asphyxiations  or  the  chemical  torture  that 
today  dominates  America’s  death  cham- 
bers. there  is  nothing  “humane”  about 
capital  punishment. 

Another  reason  for  waning  support  for 
the  death  penalty  is  that  plenty  of  those 
executed  were  framed-up  and  innocent. 
In  2000,  after  the  thirteenth  case  of  a 
death  row  inmate  in  Illinois  whose  con- 
viction had  been  patently  false  became 
known.  Republican  Illinois  governor 
George  Ryan  called  a moratorium  on  exe- 
cutions. Shortly  before  leaving  office  in 
early  2003,  Ryan  freed  four  death  row 
inmates  who  were  victims  of  torture  by 
Chicago  police  commander  Jon  Burge 
and  commuted  the  death  sentences  of  167 
others.  Since  1992.  the  Innocence  Project 
has  helped  exonerate  more  than  200  peo- 


ple using  DNA  evidence — including  15 
on  death  row.  Close  to  130  death  row 
inmates  have  been  set  free  nationally.  In 
December  2007  alone,  three  men  who 
had  served  a combined  total  of  more  than 
40  years  were  freed  when  it  was  proved 
they  were  innocent. 

Reforms,  including  that  of  death  pen- 
ally abolition,  are  products  of  both  class 
and  social  struggle  and  imminently  revers- 
ible under  capitalism.  When  the  death 
penalty  was  put  on  hold  by  the  capitalist 
rulers  in  1967.  they  faced  tumultuous 
civil  rights  struggles  and  burgeoning  pro- 
tests against  the  Vietnam  War.  U.S.  impe- 
rialism also  sought  to  present  a more 
liberal  image  for  American  “democracy” 
in  the  world  arena,  where  it  competed 
for  influence  with  the  Soviet  Union.  In 
1972.  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the 
death  penally  was  “wanton  and  freakish” 
and  ordered  states  to  rewrite  their  laws. 
By  1976  the  racist  backlash  against  the 
gains  of  the  civil  rights  movement  was 
already  underway.  It  was  in  this  reac- 
tionary climate  that  the  Court  restarted 
the  machinery  of  legal  murder.  Only  the 
abolition  of  racist  capitalist  rule  through 
continued  on  page  10 


San  Francisco: 
Spartacist 
contingent  at 
May  2000  rally 
for  death  row 
political  prisoner 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
called  for 
mobilizing  labor's 
social  power  to 
free  Mumia. 
abolish  racist 
death  penalty. 
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Drop  Charges  Against 
Anti-Fascist  Protester! 


Jena,  Louisiana 

We  prim  below  a January  27  letter 
from  the  Partisan  Defense  Coinmillee  to 
LaSalle  Parish  District  Attorney  J.  KeeJ 
Walters.  The  PDC  is  a class-strugf(le. 
non-.'ieclarian  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  associated  with  the  Sparta- 
cist  League. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Commitiee  de- 
mands that  the  charges  be  dropped  against 
William  Winchester  Jr,,  a supporter  of 
the  New  Black  Panther  Parly  who  was 
arrested  in  Jena.  Louisiana,  for  demon- 
strating against  a fascist  provocation  on 
January  21,  Martin  Luther  King  Day.  Mr. 
Winchester  was  charged  with  battery  of  a 
police  officer  and  resisting  arrest. 

The  white  supremacists,  led  by  the 
Mississippi-based  Nationalist  Movement, 
came  to  Jena  armed,  waving  the  Confed- 


erate flag  of  black  chattel  slavery  and 
brandishing  lynch-rope  nooses.  The  race- 
terrorists  staged  their  murderous  threats 
under  the  protection  of  several  hundred 
state,  local  and  federal  law  enforcement 
officers,  including  deputies  from  other 
parishes.  SWAT  teams  and  police  snipers 
stationed  on  roofs. 

The  fascist  bands  spewing  their  racist 
filth  through  the  streets  of  Jena  are  part  of 
a wave  of  racist  provocations,  many  in- 
volving hanging  nooses  to  terrorize  black 
people,  that  have  swept  the  U.S.  after  the 
September  20  demonstration  in  Jena.  That 
day.  as  many  as  50,000  overwhelmingly 
black  people  protested  against  Jim  Crow 
“justice"  and  in  defense  of  the  Jena  Six. 
black  high  .school  students  framed  up  for 
defending  themselves  after  months  of 
racist  attacks.  Mychal  Bell  of  the  Jena  Six 
is  now  in  prison.  Free  Mychal  Bell!  Drop 
all  charges  against  the  Jena  Six!  Drop  the 
charges  against  William  Winchester  Jr. ! ■ 


TROTSKY 


For  the  Dictatorship  of 
the  Proletariat! 

The  "socialist"  betrayers  in  the  Second 
International  who  had  lined  up  behind  their 
re.spective  bourgeoisies  in  the  interinipe- 
rialisl  slaughter  of  World  War  I denounced 
the  1917  Russian  Revolution  in  the  name 
of  "democracy."  In  a document  presented 
to  the  First  Congress  of  the  Communist 
International.  Bolshevik  leader  V.L  Lenin 
exposed  the  lie  of  a "third  ivay"  between 
bourgeois  democracy  and  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat. 


LENIN 


The  mam  thing  that  socialists  fail  to  understand  and  that  constitutes  their  short- 
sightedness in  matters  of  theory,  their  subservience  to  bourgeois  prejudices  and  their 
political  betrayal  of  the  proletariat  is  that  in  capitalist  society,  whenever  there  is  any 
serious  aggravation  of  the  class  struggle  intrinsic  to  that  society,  there  can  be  no  alter- 
native but  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie  or  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat. 
Dreams  of  some  third  way  are  reactionary,  petty-bourgeois  lamentations.  That  is  borne 
out  by  more  than  a century  of  development  of  bourgeois  democracy  and  the  working- 
class  movement  in  all  the  advanced  countries,  and  notably  by  the  experience  of  the 
past  five  years.  This  is  also  borne  out  by  the  whole  science  of  political  economy,  by  the 
entire  content  of  Marxism,  which  reveals  the  economic  inevitability,  wherever  com- 
modity economy  prevails,  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie  that  can  only  be 
replaced  by  the  class  which  the  very  growth  of  capitalism  develops,  multiplies,  welds 
together  and  strengthens,  that  is.  the  proletarian  class.... 

Proletarian  dictatorship  is  similar  to  the  dictatorship  of  other  classes  in  that  it  arises 
out  of  the  need,  as  every  other  dictatorship  does,  to  forcibly  suppress  the  resistance  of 
the  class  that  is  losing  its  political  sway.  The  fundamental  distinction  between  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat  and  the  dictatorship  of  other  classes — landlord  dictatorship 
in  the  Middle  Ages  and  bourgeois  dictatorship  in  all  the  civilised  capitalist  countries — 
consists  in  the  fact  that  the  dictatorship  of  the  landowners  and  bourgeoisie  was  the  for- 
cible suppression  of  the  resistance  offered  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  population, 
namely,  the  working  people.  In  contrast,  proletarian  dictatorship  is  the  forcible  sup- 
pression of  the  resistance  of  the  exploiters,  i.e..  an  insignificant  minority  of  the  popula- 
tion. the  landowners  and  capitalists. 

It  follows  that  proletarian  dictatorship  must  inevitably  entail  not  only  a change  in 
democratic  forms  and  institutions,  generally  speaking,  but  precisely  such  a change  as 
provides  an  unparalleled  extension  of  the  actual  enjoyment  of  democracy  by  those 
oppressed  by  capitalism — the  toiling  classes. 

— V.l.  Lenin.  ”The.ses  and  Report  on  Bourgeois  Democracy  and  the  Dictatorship 
of  the  Proletariat”  (March  1919) 
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Letter 


On  Democrats’ 
Thought-Crime  Law 


6 January  2008 

Dear  Editor. 

“Torture.  Lies  and  Videotape"  {WV 
No.  905, 4 January  2008)  could  well  have 
made  reference  to  the  new.  draconian 
augmentation  of  the  Patriot  Act  sailing 
through  Congress;  H R.  1955  or  the  "Vio- 
lent Radicalization  and  Homegrown  Ter- 
rorism Prevention  Act."  It  should  be 
pointed  out  to  the  “Anybody  but  Bush" 
reformists  of  the  Revolutionary  Commu- 
nist Parly  that  this  monstrosity  is  very 
much  the  product  of  the  Democraiic- 
conlrolled  House,  Authored  by  California 
Democrat  Jane  Harman,  who  also  gave  us 
(he  Patriot  Act.  the  bill  was  passed  by  the 
House  on  23  October  2007  by  a vote  of 
404-6,  with  "Left  Coast”  liberals  Barbara 
Lee  and  Maxine  Waters  voting  for. 

Dennis  Kucinich.  one  of  the  three  Dem- 
ocrats voting  against,  called  it  a “thought 
crime  bill"  that  "really  sets  the  stage  for 
further  criminalization  of  protest."  Politi- 
cians like  Kucinich  serve  to  foster  the 
illusion  that  (he  Democrats  can  be  pres- 
sured to  serve  the  interests  of  working 
people.  He  wants  to  give  bloody  Ameri- 
can imperialism  a facelift  and  calls  for 
a "Department  of  Peace"  alongside  (he 
Pentagon.  To  do  Washington’s  dirty  work 
in  Iraq,  he  calls  for  UN  peacekeepers  to 
replace  American  troops.  These  are  the 
same  “Blue  Helmets”  who  set  up  the 
1961  murder  of  the  leader  of  the  Con- 
golese independence  movement.  Patrice 


CHICAGO 


Wednesday,  February  13,  4:30  p.m. 
Lessons  of  the  Fight  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamat: 

For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 
University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
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Informatiqp  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
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The  Struggle  for  Black  Liberation: 
Key  to  Socialist  Revolution 
in  America 
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Lumumba,  and  today  rape,  terrorize  and 
slaughter  the  desperately  poor  of  Haiti. 

H.R,  1955  is  based  in  part  on  the 
NYPD  study  on  "Homegrown  Terror- 
ism." produced  earlier  in  2007.  as  well  as 
a 200.5  study  by  the  Pentagon  think  tank 
RAND  Corporation.  In  the  language  of 
COINTELPRO.  H R,  1955  calls  for  a ten- 
person  National  Commission  to  “examine 
and  report  upon  the  facts  and  causes  of 
violent  radicalization.  homegrown  terror- 
ism and  ideologically  based  violence  in 
the  United  Slates"  in  order  to  make  policy 
and  legislative  recommendations  for  their 
"prevention,  disruption  and  mitigation." 
"Violent  radicalization"  is  defined  as  "the 
process  of  adopting  or  promoting  an 
extremist  belief  system  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  ideologically  based  violence 
to  advance  political,  religious,  or  social 
change"  (my  emphasis).  "Ideologically 
based  violence"  is  defined  as  "the  use. 
planned  use.  or  threatened  use  of  force 
or  violence  by  a group  or  individual  to 
promote  the  group  or  individual's  politi- 
cal. religious,  or  social  beliefs."  A union 
strike,  an  antiwar  sit-in.  a Marxist  news- 
paper, a mosque’s  cull  to  prayer  could  all 
be  pilloried  by  this  modern-day  Inquisi- 
tion. "Anti-terrorist”  laws  target  immi- 
grants. blacks,  labor — No  to  the  "Violent 
Radicalization  and  Homegrown  Teironsm 
Prevention  Act"! 

Comradely. 

Reuben  Samuels 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Saturday,  February  9,  4:30  p.m. 
The  Obama  Campaign  and 
the  “End  of  Racism"  Myth 
299  Broadway,  Suite  316 
(take  any  train  to  Chambers  Street) 
Information  and  readings.  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail;  nysl@tiac.net 


TORONTO 


Monday,  February  4.  7:30  p.m. 
The  Revolution  of  1949: 

Why  China  Is  Not  Capitalist 
University  of  Toronto 
Sidney  Smith  Hall,  Room  2112 
100  St.  George  Street 
Information  and  readings.  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail;  spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  February  6,  6 p.m. 
The  Deception  of 
Bourgeois  Democracy 
UBC,  Student  Union  Building.  Rm.  212 
Information  and  readings:  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail  trotskyist_vancouver(S)shawcabte,com 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Cliffites  in  Trouble  in  Post-Soviet  World 


British  Respect  “unity  coalition"  split  into  Respect  Renewal  led  by  Member  of  Parliament  George  Galloway  (left)  and 
SWP-dominated  Respect  led  by  John  Rees  (right).  The  two  groups  are  politically  identical. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted 
from  Workers  Hammer /Vo.  201  {Winter 
2007-2008).  newspaper  of  the  Spartacist 
League/Britain,  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League. 


Workers  Hammer^ 

Respect,  “the  Unity  Coalition."  was 
founded  with  great  fanfare  in  January 
2004.  Hoping  to  cash  in  on  the  wide- 
spread hatred  for  Blair's  New  Labour 
government  which  was  up  to  its  armpits 
in  the  blood  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Iraqis  while  turning  the  screw  on 
the  working  class,  poor  and  minorities  at 
home,  the  pages  of  Socialist  Worker  pro- 
moted Respect  as  "a  beacon  of  hope" 
and  a "viable  alternative  to  New  Labour" 
(31  January  2004).  For  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP),  which  rejoiced  in 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of  the 
Soviet  Union — a devastating  defeat  for 
the  world's  working  class — Respect  was 
their  latest  desperate  scheme  to  cash  in  on 
the  collap.se  of  Stalinism.  For  the  SWP’s 
coalition  partner,  maverick  ex-Labour 
MP  (Member  of  Parliament]  George  Gal- 
loway. Respect  was  a vehicle  for  hustling 
votes,  particularly  in  Muslim  commu- 
nities which  Justly  burned  with  hatred 
against  the  Blair  government  over  Iraq 
and  its  racist  “war  on  terror"  witch  hunt 
against  those  of  Muslim  origin  in  Britain. 

In  setting  up  Respect  the  SWP  aban- 
doned the  Socialist  Alliance,  their  previ- 
ous attempt  to  create  an  “alternative”  to 
New  Labour  by  reviving  a version  of  the 
old  Labour  politics  that  had  historically 
served  to  tie  the  working  class  to  God. 
Queen  and  country.  Respect,  however, 
made  no  pretence  to  be  even  nominally  a 
working-class  formation.  On  the  con- 
trary, from  its  inception  Respect  was  a 
cross-class,  popular-frontist  coalition.  As 
we  wrote  in  our  article  “SWP  Wanted  the 
Post-Soviet  World,  Now  They’ve  Got  It": 
“Respect  purports  to  represent  Britain’s 
Muslims,  who  are  among  the  poorest  sec- 
tions of  the  population  and  are  foremost 
targets  of  the  government’s  racist  'war 
on  terror’  at  home.  Far  from  representing 
the  interests  of  any  oppressed  minority. 
Respect  is  based  on  a bald-faced  accep- 
tance by  the  SWP  of  racist  Briti.sh  capi- 
talist rule,  based  on  the  monarchy,  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  established  Protes- 
tant churches  and  parliament.  Respect 
certainly  docs  not  represent  the  inter- 


ests of  the  working  class,  minorities  or 
women.  It  ought  to  repel  young  activists 
who  want  to  fight  to  overthrow  the  racist 
system  of  capitalist  exploitation  and  to 
liberate  women  from  the  yoke  of  oppres- 
sion and  religious  reaction — whether  it 
comes  from  church,  temple  or  mosque." 

. — Workers  Hammer  t^o.  194. 

Spring  2006 

We  also  noted  at  the  time  that,  "for 
all  the  SWP’s  opportunist  adaptations. 
Respect  does  not  appear  to  be  the  get-rich- 
quick  scheme  they  imagined.”  And  this 
autumn  it  all  went  up  in  smoke,  with  Gal- 
loway and  the  SWP  at  each  other’s  throats. 

In  a letter  to  the  Respect  National 
Council  titled.  “It  was  the  best  of  times, 
it  was  the  worst  of  times"  in  August  2007 
Galloway  launched  a broadside  against 
the  SWP.  blaming  it  for  the  "steep  de- 
cline" in  Respect  membership  and  for  the 
fact  that  Respect  is  not  “punching  its 
weight  in  British  politics.”  By  late  Octo- 
ber, the  Galloway  wing,  which  consists  of 
virtually  all  of  the  Respect  coalition  out- 
side of  the  SWP,  had  changed  the  locks 
on  the  doors  to  Respect  headquarters.  The 
SWP  responded  with  a 3 November  state- 
ment from  its  Central  Committee  de- 
nouncing Galloway  for  launching  a witch 
hunt  against  the  “left  wing"  in  Respect. 
This  was  followed  by  a 5 November  let- 
ter from  Alex  Callinicos  to  other  sec- 
tions of  the  SWP’s  putative  international 

Spartacist 


claiming  that  "the  division  in  Respect  is  a 
political  one  between  left  and  right.” 

The  SWP’s  posture  as  “principled  so- 
cialists” being  witch-hunted  by  the  right 
is  downright  laughable.  Since  the  found- 
ing conference  of  Respect,  it  was  SWP 
cadre  who  ensured  that  motions  calling 
for  the  abolition  of  the  monarchy  and 
the  establishment  of  a republic,  for  secu- 
larism and  even  for  a “workers  MP  on  a 
workers  wage"  were  voted  down!  Now 
among  the  only  criticisms  they  can  sum- 
mon up  about  Galloway  is  that  he  earns  a 
whopping  £300.000  a year  and  that  he 
appeared  on  the  Celebrity  Big  Brother 
show.  These  rank  opportunists  do  not 
even  offer  a hint  of  self-criticism  on  the 
concessions  they  made  which  were  con- 
troversial among  the  SWP’s  membership, 
such  as  abandoning  any  meaningful  fight 
for  gay  rights  or  women’s  liberation  in 
order  to  appease  the  mosques  as  well  as 
Galloway.  Even  now,  the  SWP  can't  choke 
out  a word  of  criticism  of  Galloway's  reac- 
tionary opposition  to  abortion. 

The  split  has  produced  two  warring 
organisations — “Respect."  consisting  main- 
ly of  the  SWP,  and  "Respect  Renewal," 
led  by  Galloway  and  made  up  of  pretty 
much  everyone  except  the  SWP.  Among 
•Galloway’s  supporters  are  a handful  of 
former  SWP  cadre  who  were  expelled  for 
siding  with  Galloway,  the  leading  Muslim 


figures,  as  well  as  Alan  Thomett’s  Social- 
ist Resistance  group,  which  has  termi- 
nated its  own  newspaper  and  is  publishing 
a paper  for  Respect  Renewal.  Despite 
intense  heat  on  both  sides,  there  are  no 
differences  of  political  programme,  as 
was  seen  when  the  rival  Respect  organisa- 
tions held  conferences  in  London  on 
17  November  2007.  Both  claim  to  be  the 
true  inheritors  of  the  programme  on  which 
Respect  was  originally  founded. 

The  SWP’s  bitter  complaints  about 
Respect  having  been  taken  over  by  Mus- 
lim “community  leaders"  and  “business- 
men" are  amusing  given  the  extent  to 
which  these  consummate  opportunists 
bent  over  backwards  to  conciliate  the 
mosques.  In  an  effort  to  capitali.se  on 
the  mammoth  anti-war  protests  in  2003. 
which  were  led  by  the  SWP-brokered 
Stop  the  War  Coalition  and  heavily  sup- 
ported by  Muslim  organisations,  the  SWP 
bragged  about  having  organised  an  anti- 
war meeting  in  Birmingham  with  a segre- 
gated .seating  area  for  women!  But  today 
Muslim  leaders  like  Salma  Yaqoob  accuse 
the  SWP  of  using  Muslims  as  "vote  fod- 
der” for  elections  in  answer  to  the  SWP’s 
claim  that  the  Muslim  wing  of  Respect 
operates  on  the  basis  of  “communalism." 
This  refers  to  the  fact  that  candidates 
.are  selected  along  ethnic  and  religious 
lines — people  of  Bangladeshi  origin  mainly 
support  Bangladeshis  and  people  of  Pak- 
istani origin  support  their  "own"  candi- 
dates. while  neither  supports  SWP-backed 
candidates.  The  SWP  would  likely  have 
been  happy  within  Respect  if  only  they 
had  been  allowed  their  "fair  share”  of  can- 
didates in  elections. 

SWP’s  Contribution  to 
“Death  of  Communism” 

The  politics  of  Respect  shows  the 
extent  to  which  the  SWP  is  mired  in  the 
ideological  climate  conditioned  by  the 
prevailing  bourgeois  ideology  that  "com- 
munism is  dead."  The  SWP  as  a tendency 
originated  out  of  a capitulation  to  the  anti- 
Communist  Cold  War  hysteria  that  accom- 
panied the  Korean  War  of  1950-53.  Its 
founder,  the  late  Tony  Cliff,  reneged  on 
the  Trotskyist  position  of  unconditional 
military  defence  of  the  Soviet  Union  as 
well  as  the  Chinese  and  North  Korean 
deformed  workers  states  against  imperial- 
ist attack.  This  was  a cowardly  capitulation 
to  the  British  bourgeoisie  and  to  the  Labour 
government  that  sent  troops  to  Korea.  See 
“The  Bankruptcy  of  'New  Class'  Theories" 
(Spartacist  No.  55  (Engli,sh-language  edi- 
tion]. Autumn  1999). 

The  SWP  actually  helped  create  today's 
political  climate  of  post-Soviet  reaction. 
In  August  1991  when  Boris  Yeltsin’s 
imperialist-backed  forces  of  counterrevo- 
lution staged  a countercoup  in  Moscow, 
every  capitalist  ruling  class  was  trium- 
phant and  proclaimed  this  as  the  “death 
of  communism."  The  SWP  joined  in  the 
jubilation,  proclaiming  on  their  front  page: 
“Communism  has  collapsed."  a fact  that 
“should  have  every, socialist  rejoicing" 
and  urging,  “now  fight  for  real  socialism” 
(Socialist  Worker,  31  August  1991). 

The  SWP's  "socialism"  only  ever 
continued  on  page  4 


ICL  banner  at  1991  demonstration 
in  Moscow  on  anniversary  of 
October  Revolution.  ICL  leaflet 
mass-distributed  in  USSR 
proclaimed:  “Soviet  Workers:  Defeat 
Yeltsin-Bush  Counterrevolution!” 
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Pefess/Magnum 

Bloody  Sunday  massacre  in  Derry,  Northern  Ireland,  30  January  1972.  British 
troops  gunned  down  14  Catholics,  wounded  many  more.  Cliffites  refused  to 
call  for  British  troops  out. 


Britain... 

(continued  from  page  3) 
amounted  to  pressuring  the  pro-imperialist 
Labour  Party  and  trade  union  bureaucracy 
who  are  wedded  to  British  imperialism 
and  parliament.  But  in  the  programme  of 
Respect  they  willingly  ditched  even  that 
and  relegated  the  mention  of  "socialism” 
to  speechifying  at  SWP  branch  meetings 
and  to  the  occasional  historical  article  in 
Socialist  Worker.  This  is  a capitulation  to 
the  predominant  consciousness  among 
today's  political  activists  which — whether 
they  be  m "left"  organisations  or  (he  "anti- 
globalisation"  milieu — is  bourgeois  liberal 
ideology.  A document  appended  to  the 
programmatic  statement  of  our  comrades 
in  the  Spartacist  League/U.S..  written  in 
2000.  succinctly  characterised  the  role  of 
our  competitors  on  the  left,  whom  we 
today  describe  as  "opponents  of  the  revo- 
lutionary internationalist  workers  move- 
ment,” noting; 

"All  of  our  party’s  activity  is  directed  to 
organizing,  (raining  and  steeling  the 
proletarian  vanguard  party  necessary  for 
the  -seizure  of  state  power.  In  contrast, 
the  politics  of  the  reformists  and  cen- 
trists consist  of  oppositional  activity 
completely  defined  by  the  framework  of 
bourgeois  society.  The  latter  was  sharply 
characterized  by  Trotsky  as  ’the  actual 
training  of  the  masses  to  become  imbued 
with  the  inviolability  of  the  bourgeois 
state.'  Such  accommodation  to  capitalist 
class  rule  by  organizations  nominally 
claiming  adherence  to  Marxism  is,  if 
anything,  more  decisively  pronounced 
today  in  a world  defined  by  (he  final 
undoing  of  (he  Russian  Revolution  and 
the  triumphal  assertion  by  the  imperialist 
rulers  that  'communism  is  dead'." 

— Spartacist  pamphlet.  For 
Socialist  Revolution  in  the 
Bastion  of  World  Imperialism! 
(November  2(KX)) 

The  bust-up  in  Respect  is  only  the  lat- 
est in  a wave  of  crises  that  have  beset  the 
reformist  left  in  Britain  and  internation- 
ally in  the  post-Soviet  world.  In  each 
case,  support  to  counterrevolution  in  the 
Soviet  Union  was  followed  by  lurching 
even  further  to  the  right  to  obtain  the  sup- 
posed dividends,  but  to  no  avail.  In  the 


2006  split  in  Workers  Power,  one  wing 
argued  to  continue  their  frenzied  capitu- 
lation to  the  "anti-globalisation”  milieu 
and  the  imperialist-funded  social  forums 
which  they  portrayed  as  the  main  arena 
out  of  which  to  build  a "revolutionary 
international.”  The  minority,  now  known 
as  "Permanent  Revolution.”  saw  this  as  a 
losing  proposition  and  instead  argued  to 
continue  with  their  time-honoured  (ailing 
of  Labour.  Similarly,  the  Scottish  Social- 
ist Parly  (SSP) — once  upheld  by  refor- 
mists in  England  as  the  best  model  for 
an  alternative  to  Blair’s  New  Labour — 
imploded  in  2006  following  moralis- 
tic allegations  about  its  leader  Tommy 
Sheridan's  sex  life.  Beneath  this  rift  was 
a disagreement  over  just  how  far  the  SSP 
should  go  in  its  blatant  capitulation  to 
the  Scottish  National  Parly,  a bourgeois 
parly,  in  the  hope  of  becoming  more  of  a 
player  in  the  Scottish  parliament. 

The  SWP's  international  tendency  under- 
went a profound  crisis  in  2000  and  broke 
with  its  U.S.  section  for  having  failed 


the  "test  of  Seattle.”  that  is.  for  failing 
to  match  the  British  SWP’s  level  of  adu- 
lation of  the  "anti-globalisation”  move- 
ment. The  very  notion  that  this  movement 
is  "anti-capitalist"  is  a myth.  Indeed  as 
SWP  leader  John  Rees  wrote  in  a 2003 
fanfare  for  it.  this  movement  would  not 
have  been  possible  without  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
Rees  wrote: 

"The  broad  anti-capitalist  movement 
encompassing  the  whole  left  save  for 
the  social  democratic  defenders  of  neo- 
liberalism would  have  been  inconceivable 
in  the  Cold  War.  In  that  era  the  first  ques- 
tion asked  of  any  ’anti-capitalist’  would 
have  been,  ’So  does  that  mean  you  are 
pro-Russian?'  The  movement  would  have 
divided  in  response  to  that  challenge. 
Now  it  no  longer  does.” 

— International  Socialism, 

Autumn  2003 

Having  worked  for  and  then  hailed 
counterrevolution,  the  Cliffites  have  been 
constantly  cheated  of  the  benefiu  of  the 
“radicalisation"  they  projected  in  its 
wake.  The  party  failed  to  grow  even  out 
of  the  mammoth  anti-war  demonstrations 
in  the  run-up  to  the  invasion  of  Iraq. 
Referring  to  this  at  the  January  2006 


party  conference,  long-time  SWP  hack 
John  Molyneux  pointed  out  that  "some- 
where during  this  period  of  radicalisation 
and  outward  success  the  party  appears  to 
have  lost  up  to  5,000  (50%)  of  its  mem- 
bership (without  ever  acknowledging  that 
this  was  happening).”  Molyneux  stood  on 
the  SWP's  »iupport  to  counterrevolution, 
saying:  "A  key  problem,  in  my  opinion, 
was  our  estimation  of  the  effects  of  the 
collapse  of  Stalinism.  We  were  right  to 
identify  this  as  fundamentally  historically 
progressive  and  to  argue  that  internation- 
ally it  created  a space  for  genuine  social- 
ist ideas  to  get  a hearing."  He  added; 
"However,  we  seriously  underestimated 
the  extent  to  which  it  was  perceived  by 
millions,  indeed  hundreds  of  millions,  as 
the  defeat  of  socialism"  ("Why  I Intend 
to  Stand,"  published  in  Weekly  Worker. 
5 January  2006). 

Only  those  blinded  by  anti-communist 
loyalty  to  "democratic"  imperialism,  as 
Molyneux  and  the  SWP  leadership  are. 
could  describe  counterrevolution  in  the 


former  USSR  and  Eastern  Europe  as 
"fundamentally  historically  progressive.” 
This  was  a defeat  of  historic  proportions 
for  the  working  masses  of  the  whole 
world.  It  followed  the  tide  of  counter- 
revolution that  had  swept  the  former 
deformed  workers  states  in  Eastern  Europe 
and  led  to  the  capitalist  reunification  of 
Germany  in  1990.  with  devastating  conse- 
quences for  the  working  masses  of  those 
countries.  Moreover,  in  the  “one  super- 
power” world,  U.S.  imperialism  feels  it 
has  free  rein  to  plunder  neocolonial  coun- 
tries such  as  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  while 
all  the  imperialist  powers  have  been 
emboldened  to  grind  the  working  class  at 
home,  as  seen  in  the  Labour  government’s 
attacks  on  wages,  pensions  and  welfare 
provision.  And  as  we  have  noted,  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  Soviet  Union  has  led 
to  a profound  retrogression  in  proletarian 
consciousness.  Although  this  is  uneven 
throughout  the  world,  today  even  the 
most  politically  conscious  workers  in  the 
capitalist  countries  by  and  large  do  not 
identify  their  struggles  with  the  goal  of 
socialism. 

We  of  the  ICL  fought  with  all  our 


resources  against  capitalist  restoration. 
During  the  unfolding  political  revolution 
in  East  Germany  in  1989-90,  we  uncon- 
ditionally opposed  capitalist  reunifica- 
tion with  imperialist  West  Germany.  We 
fought  for  political  revolution  in  the  East 
and  socialist  revolution  in  the  West. 
We  initiated  a 250.000-strong  demonstra- 
tion on  3 January  1990  in  East  Berlin's 
Treptow  Park  against  the  fascist  dese- 
cration of  the  war  memorial  to  Soviet 
soldiers  who  died  liberating  Germany 
from  the  Nazi  scourge  in  1945.  We  alone 
mounted  a challenge  to  the  sell-out  of 
the  East  German  deformed  workers  stale 
by  the  Moscow  and  East  Berlin  Stalin- 
ists. Although  we  were  defeated,  our  pro- 
gramme wa.s  proven  correct. 

In  1991  our  comrades  in  Moscow 
distributed  by  the  thousands  a leaflet 
dated  27  August  titled:  "Soviet  Workers; 
Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  Counterrevolution!" 
which  said: 

"The  working  people  of  the  Soviet 

Union,  and  indeed  (he  workers  of  the 


world,  have  suffered  an  unparalleled  dis- 
aster whose  devastating  consequences 
are  now  being  played  out.  The  ascen- 
dancy of  Boris  Yeltsin,  who  offers  him- 
self as  Bush’s  man,  coming  off  a botched 
coup  by  Mikhail  Gorbachev’s  former 
aides,  has  unleashed  a counterrevolution- 
ary tide  across  the  land  of  the  October 
Revolution." 

— Reprinted  in  Spartacist  pamphlet. 
Hoh-  the  Soviet  Wtmkers  State 
Was  Strangled  (m?>) 

We  fought  to  the  end  for  unconditional 
military  defence  of  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  Ea.st  European  deformed  workers 
states  against  imperialist  attack  and  inter- 
nal counterrevolution,  while  fighting  for 
workers  political  revolution  to  oust  the 
parasitic  Stalinist  bureaucracies  and  re- 
place them  with  regimes  based  on  work- 
ers democracy  and  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalism. Thi.s  is  the  programme  we  apply 
today  to  the  remaining  deformed  workers 
states — China,  Cuba.  North  Korea  and 
Vietnam. 

We  Hailed  Red  Army 
in  Afghanistan! 

The  SWP’s  capitulation  to  Islam  did 
not  begin  with  Respect.  In  1994  the  Cliff- 
ites published  a major  article  by  Chris 
Harman  titled  “The  Prophet  and  the  Pro- 
letariat" in  their  International  Socialism 
journal.  Their  previous  record  includes 
capitulating  to  the  reactionary  mullahs 
who  came  to  power  in  Iran  led  by  Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini  in  the  late  1970s,  running 
laudatory  headlines  like  "The  Form — 
Religious.  The  Spirit — Revolution!”  and 
howling  along  with  their  own  “demo- 
cratic” bourgeoisie  over  the  Soviet  army 
presence  in  Afghanistan. 

When  the  Soviet  army  entered  Afghan- 
istan in  December  1979  we  said.  "Hail 
the  Red  Army!”  and  “Extend  the  social 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to  the 
Afghan  peoples!”  The  Soviet  Stalinist 
bureaucracy — for  its  own  reasons — had 
sent  in  the  army  at  the  request  of  the 
nationalist  government  in  Kabul  which 
was  attempting  a series  of  reforms  includ- 
ing lowering  the  bride  price  and  land 
reform.  This  provoked  the  reactionary 
Islamic  fundamentalists  into  a "holy  war." 
At  stake  was  the  defence  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  workers  state  that  emerged 
from  the  victorious  October  1917  Bolshe- 
vik Revolution.  Despite  the  Stalinist 
bureaucratic  degeneration  in  the  Soviet 
Union  that  began  in  1923-24.  it  remained 
a workers  state  until  it  was  destroyed  by 
counterrevolution  in  1991-92. 

When  the  social  gains  of  the  Russian 
Revolution  were  extended  to  Central 
Asia,  it  became  a literate,  relatively  mod- 
ern society  where  women  were  no  longer 
degraded  slaves.  The  Soviet  army  pres- 
ence could  have  resulted  in  Afghanistan's 
incorporation  into  Soviet  Central  Asia, 
opening  up  the  possibility  of  a social 
transformation.  But  even  though  they 
were  winning  militarily  against  the  brutal 
mujahedin,  the  Kremlin  Stalinists  under 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  criminally  withdrew 
the  troops  in  1989.  This  betrayal  paved  the 
way  for  handing  over  East  (Germany  and 
the  USSR  itself  to  counterrevolution.  The 
Cliffites  in  the  U.S.  hailed  this  treacherous 
withdrawal  of  Soviet  troops,  undertaken 
by  the  Kremlin  Stalinists  in  an  effort  to 
appease  the  imperialists,  proclaiming; 

"Just  as  socialists  welcomed  the  defeat 
of  the  U.S.  in  Vietnam,  we  welcome  the 
defeat  of  the  Rus.sians  in  Afghanistan.  It 
will  give  heart  to  all  those  inside  the 
USSR  and  in  Eastern  Europe  who  want 
to  break  the  rule  of  Stalin’s  heirs.” 

— Socialist  Worker  jU.S.I, 

May  1988 

Socialist  Party’s  Old  Labour 
Chauvinism 

Like  the  SWP,  Peter  Taaffe'.s  Socialist 
Parly  supported  counterrevolution  in  the 
USSR  and  today  adds  its  own  contri- 
bution to  the  "death  of  communism" 
climate.  The  "socialism"  of  Taaffe's  or- 
ganisation— previously  known  as  Mili- 
tant Labour — never  amounted  to  anything 
more  than  the  Labour  Party's  Clause  IV. 
which  translated  into  "nationalising  the 
commanding  heights  of  the  economy." 
These  days  the  Taaffeites  consider  New 
Labour  to  be  an  outright  bourgeois  party 


Soviet  intervention 
in  Afghanistan 
opened  road  to 
liberation  from 
tyranny  of 
imperialist-backed 
muiahedin 
fundamentalist 
cutthroats.  Members 
of  Afghan  women’s 
militia  with  Soviet 
rifles  at  1989  rally 
in  Kabul. 
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In  Honor  of  Philip  Agee 


On  January  7.  Philip  Agee  died  from  peritonitis  in  a 
Havana  hospital  after  surgical  allcmpts  failed  to  correct 
his  perforated  ulcers,  Agee,  who  is  perhaps  unknown  to 
many  of  our  younger  readers,  was  an  ex-CIA  agent  who 
resigned  from  that  agency  in  iy69.  He  spent  the  rest 
of  his  life  meticulously  documenting  and  exposing  the 
spies,  non-governmental  agencies  and  State  Department 
operatives  that  prosecuted  U.S.  imperialism's  myriad 
efforts  to  subvert  and  overturn  such  foreign  governments 
as  displeased  the  U.S.  imperialist  rulers,  especially  in 
those  countries  {such  as  Chile  in  the  early  1970s  and 
Nicaragua  in  the  1980s)  where  the  threat  of  revolution- 
ary overturns  was  posed. 

A onetime  altar  boy  and  the  son  of  a prosperous 
Florida  businessman.  Agee  was  recruited  to  the  CIA  in 
1957  after  his  graduation  from  Notre  Dame,  spending 
his  time  in  the  agency  in  a variety  of  assignments  in 
Latin  America.  He  was  posted  to  Mexico  City  in  1968. 
the  year  in  which  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party 
regime  of  Gustavo  Diaz  Ordaz  slaughtered  hundreds  of 
protesting  students  on  the  eve  of  the  Olympics,  an  event 
that  precipitated  Agee’s  resignation  in  early  1969.  Agee, 
perhaps  whimsically,  said  he  left  the  CIA  because  “I  fell 
in  love  with  a woman  who  thought  Che  Guevara  was  the 
most  wonderful  man  in  the  world." 

In  1975  Agee  published  Inside  the  Company:  CIA 
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Diary  in  which  he  named  250  agency  officers.  NGOs  and 
foreign  agents — an  activity  he  continued  in  the  pages  of 
Covert  Action  Information  Bulletin  (later  Covert  Action 
Quarterly)  that  he  helped  initiate  in  1978  (it  ceased  pub- 
lication in  2005).  Agee  later  described  his  motivation;  “It 
was  a time  in  the  70s  when  the  worst  imaginable  horrors 
were  going  on  in  Latin  America.  Argentina,  Brazil.  Chile. 
Uruguay.  Paraguay.  Guatemala,  El  Salvador — they  were 
military  dictatorships  with  death  squads,  all  with  the 
backing  of  the  CIA  and  the  US  government"  (London 
Guardian,  10  January  2007). 

His  activities  did  not  go  unnoticed  by  his  ex-employer. 
In  1982,  Congress  passed  the  Intelligence  Identities  Pro- 
tection Act.  which  was  specifically  aimed  at  Agee's 
actions.  It  criminalized  outing  covert  agents — a non- 
crime  from  the  standpoint  of  the  proletariat  that  is,  in 
fact,  a service  to  humanity.  After  the  debut  of  Covert 
Action  Agee  became  a “man  without  a country,"  expelled 
from  Britain  in  1977  at  the  behest  of  then  Secretary  of 
State  Henry  Kissinger  by  the  obliging  Labour  Parly  gov- 
ernment of  James  Callaghan.  He  was  subsequently 
refused  entry  by  France  and  the  Netherlands.  Agee  did  not 
obtain  secure  residency  until  he  achieved  a German  pass- 


port in  1990  after  marrying  Giselle  Roberge,  a German 
ballerina.  Until  his  death,  Agee  sojourned  between  his 
home  in  Hamburg  and  an  apartment  in  Havana. 

The  "death  of  communism"  triumphalism  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  1991-92  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  slate  has  transformed  many 
onetime  critics  of  American  imperialism  into  its  snivel- 
ing and  lying  sycophants  who  religiously  retail  the  lie 
.that  the  “socialist  experiment"  has  failed.  Not  so  Agee.  who. 
until  his  death,  remained  a staunch  defender  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution  and  an  opponent  of  U.S.  efforts  toward  a coun- 
terrevolutionary overturn  of  the  Castro  regime.  While  not 
a few  of  the  obituaries  detailing  Agee’s  death  describe 
him  as  a "turncoat."  “renegade"  and  "traitor."  none  call  him 
a liar  nor  do  any  attempt  to  refute  his  revelations. 

A man  of  considerable  intellect  and  principle.  Philip 
Agee  saw  deeply  into  the  heart  of  the  monster  he  chose 
to  oppose.  Just  two  weeks  after  the  September  1 1 attacks, 
he  gave  a talk  in  Stockholm  describing  Osama  bin  Laden 
as  "a  creature  of  the  CIA”  in  its  efforts  to  mobilize 
Islamic  reactionaries  in  opposition  to  the  Soviet  Union’s 
intervention  in  Afghanistan.  He  went  on  to  assert  that  the 
"war  on  terror”  was  of  service  to  the  U.S.  imperialist  rul- 
ers precisely  because  it  is  “an  ongoing  war.  for  which 
there  will  be  no  quick  resolution"  and  "no  great  battles.” 
He  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  used  to  effect  restraints 
on  civil  liberties  and  political  dissent.  In  all  this  he  was 
spot-on. 

Agee  was  not  an  advocate  of  proletarian  revolution. 
Although  he  described  himself  as  a socialist,  it  .seems 
clear  that  his  contempt  was  directed  rather  specifically  at 
the  bloody  predations  of  American  imperialism.  Nor  did 
Agee  perceive  that  the  nationalist  Castro-led  bureaucracy 
that  holds  sway  in  Cuba  itself  endangers  the  Cuban 
deformed  workers  state,  not  least  through  its  Stalini.sl 
dogma  of  “socialism  in.  one  country.”  which  stands  in 
opposition  to  the  struggle  for  international  socialist  revo- 
lution, including  in  the  U.S. 

Philip  Agee  was  an  intransigent  opponent  of  the 
would-be  world-conquering,  bloodsoaked  American 
bourgeoisie  and.  indeed,  a traitor  to  his  class.  For  that 
we  honor  him.  As  Granma.  the  paper  of  the  Cuban 
Communist  Party,  said  upon  his  death.  Agee  was  "a 
loyal  friend  of  Cuba  and  fervent  defender  of  the  peo- 
ples' fight  for  a better  world.”  His  contributions  to  that 
end  will  be  sorely  missed.  ■ 


and  campaign  for  a "new  mass  workers 
party."  Yet  they  regard  even  a nominally 
“socialist  programme"  as  dispensable  in 
building  such  a “workers"  party,  as  their 
anicle  on  the  Respect  split  says: 

"Nonetheless  the  Socialist  Parly  would 
welcome  a new  mass  workers'  party,  or 
{a|  significant  step  towards  one.  even  if 
its  membership  didn't  initially  adopt  a 
fully-rounded  out  socialist  programme. 
Provided  a new  mass  party  was  rooted  in 
struggle,  had  a democratic  and  federal 
approach,  and  stood  clearly  against  cuts, 
privatisation  and  war.  it  would  represent 
a step  forward." 

— Socialist,  I November  2007 
The  Socialist  Party  criticises  Respect 
because  it  "has  concentrated  in  the  main" 
on  one  .section  of  society,  the  Muslim  com- 
munity. which  it  is  important  to  win.  but 
Respect  has  largely  failed  to  reach  out  to 
other  sections  of  the  working  class.”  The 
article  contrasts  the  Socialist  Party’s  own 
approach  as  "doing  everything  possible  to 
encourage  the  unity  of  the  working  class." 
This  concern  for  “class  unity"  has  to  be 
taken  with  a grain  of  salt  coming  from  the 
Socialist  Party  which  gave  backhanded 
support  to  the  government's  racist  "war  on 
terror”  by  adopting  the  slogan  "no  to  ter- 
rorism" (coupled  with  "no  to  war")  at  the 
height  of  the  anti-Muslim  frenzy  that  fol- 
lowed the  criminal  July  2005  London 
bombing.  The  Taaffeites  apply  the  same 
“working-class  unity"  rhetoric  to  Northern 
Ireland  to  disguise  the  fact  that  they  view 
defence  of  the  oppressed  Catholic  minor- 
ity as  an  affront  to  unity  with  the  Protes- 
tant working  class.  They  refuse  to  call  for 
British  troops  out  and  have  hosted  Loyal- 
ist killer  Billy  Hutchinson  at  meetings  as  a 
representative  of  the  Protestant  working 
class!  Such  catering  to  the  most  backward 
level  of  consciousness  among  the  work- 
ing class  is  integral  to  their  programme 
of  chauvinist  Labourite  parliamentary  ref- 
ormism. Labour  governments  have  pre- 


sided over  the  bloody  partition  of  India, 
imposed  racist  "virginity  tests"  for  Asian 
women  immigrating  to  Britain  and  sent 
British  troops  to  Northern  Ireland. 

For  a Leninist 
“Tribune  of  the  People” 

When  Labour’s  Jack  Straw  launched 
an  attack  on  Muslim  women  for  wearing 
the  veil  in  October  2006.  vastly  intensify- 
ing the  level  of  anti-Muslim  racism,  we 
wrote;  "As  Marxist,s — and  therefore  athe- 
ists and  fighters  for  women's  liberation — 
we  oppose  the  veil  as  both  a symbol  and 
an  instrument  of  women’s  oppression. 
Nonetheless  we  unambiguously  oppose 
any  state  or  government  bans  and  restric- 
tions on  the  veil,  which  are  racist  and  dis- 
criminatory against  Muslims”  (“Racism 
and  the  Islamic  Veil."  Workers  Hammer 
No,  197.  Winter  2006-2007).  Labour  in 
government  has  funded  a huge  growth 
in  religious — mainly  Christian — schools 
and  the  British  capitalist  stale  has  its  own 
established  Christian  churches  that  are 
tied  to  the  monarchy  and  the  House 
of  Lords.  Islam,  which  in  Britain  is  the 
religion  of  an  oppressed  minority,  is  not 
uniquely  reactionary  or  anti-woman;  such 
bigotry  is  just  as  much  an  integral  part  of 
Christianity  and  Judaism  as  of  Islam. 

With  Respect  on  the  rocks  and  the 
SWP  again  in  crisis,  these  opportunists 
may  well  return  their  attention  to  recon- 
structing an  old  Labour-type  party  based 
on  the  trade  union  bureaucracy.  The  SWP 
press  is  cock-a-hoop  that  Mark  Serwotka. 
leader  of  the  civil  servants  union  PCS. 
spoke  at  their  Respect  conference  while 
refusing  to  address  Galloway’s.  Not  by 
accident  Serwotka  also  attended  the  con- 
ference of  the  Labour  Representation 
Committee — the  supposed  “left”  of  New 
Labour.  Serwotka's  record  as  a union 
leader  leaves  no  doubt  about  what  a rot- 


ten sell-out  pany  he  would  build.  His 
leadership  of  the  PCS  has  thus  far  in- 
volved a crass  betrayal  of  its  members, 
agreeing  to  a deal  requiring  new  entrants 
to  the  civil  service  to  work  five  more 
years  to  qualify  for  a pension.  In  this  he 
was  assisted  by  Socialist  Party  members 
who  dominate  the  union  executive. 

The  multiethnic  working  class  needs 
a genuinely  revolutionary  party,  which 
would  link  the  existing  struggles  of  the 
working  class  in  defence  of  their  condi- 
tions. against  war,  racism,  the  oppression 
of  women  and  of  gays  to  the  fight  for 
socialist  revolution  to  end  capitalism.  Our 
task  is  to  swim  against  the  stream  of 
today's  reactionary  climate  and  to  forge 
the  nucleus  of  a revolutionary  vanguard 
parly.  As  Trotsky  noted  in  his  article  "Sta- 
linism and  Bolshevism"  (1937): 

"Great  political  defeats  inevitably  pro- 
voke a reconsideration  of  values,  gener- 
ally occurring  in  two  directions.  On  the 
one  hand  the  true  vanguard,  enriched  by 
the  experience  of  defeat,  defends  with 
tooth  and  nail  the  heritage  of  revolution- 


ary thought  and  on  this  basis  attempts  to 
educate  new  cadres  for  the  mass  strug- 
gle to  come.  On  the  other  hand  the  rou- 
tinists.  centrists,  and  dilettantes,  fright- 
ened by  defeat,  do  their  best  to  destroy 
the  authority  of  revolutionary  u-adiiion 
and  go  backward  in  their  search  of  a 
‘New  Word’.” 


A revolutionary  workers  parly  would 
infuse  the  multiethnic  working  class  with 
the  consciousness  of  its  social  power  and 
its  historic  task  which  means  destroying 
all  illusions  in  the  "democracy”  of  this 
decaying  system,  educating  it  in  the  his- 
toric lessons  of  the  class  struggle,  steeling 
its  revolutionary  will  and  self-confidence 
for  the  overthrow  of  capitalist  exploita- 
tion. Such  a party  would  be  what  Lenin 
described  as  a “tribune  of  the  people." 
fighting  every  manifestation  of  injustice, 
racist  oppression  and  state  tyranny.  Our 
task  remains  the  reforging  of  an  authenti- 
cally Trotskyist  Fourth  International  to 
lead  the  proletariat  in  sweeping  away  the 
capitalist  order  through  new  October 
Revolutions  around  the  world.! 
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Outrage  Over  Cop  Taser  Killing 

We  reprint  below  an  article  that 
appeared  in  Spadacist  Canada  No.  155 
(Winter  2007/2008),  puhlicaiion  of  the 
Trotskyist  League/Li^iie  Trotskysie,  Cana- 
dian section  of  the  International  Commu- 
nist League. 

VANCOUVER— On  October  14,  Polish 
immigrant  Robert  Dzickanski  was  killed 
by  the  RCMP  [Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police)  at  Vancouver  International  Air- 
port. A month  later,  millions  saw  the  gut- 
wrenching  ten-minute  video  taken  by 
another  traveler.  Paul  Pritchard,  which 
showed  unambiguously  that  this  was  a 
cold-blooded  execution,  After  a grueling 
20-hour  journey  from  Poland,  D/.iekan- 
ski,  who  spoke  no  English,  spent  ten 
hours  in  the  airport  waiting  for  his  mother 
who  was.  unknown  to  him,  only  a few 
feet  away  in  the  public  waiting  area.  The 
video  shows  a distressed  and  obviously 
harmless  man  confronted  by  four  RCMP 
officers  who  within  25  seconds  tasered 
him  with  50,000  volts  at  close  range  at 
least  twice.  Seconds  later  Dziekanski  is 
writhing  on  the  ground,  screaming  in 
agony  as  the  cops  crush  him  with  their 
knees  on  his  neck.  Then  he  is  dead. 

Dziekanski's  death  sparked  outrage 
across  the  country  and  internationally, 
and  in  B.C.  [British  Columbia]  it  has 
become  a focal  point  for  a wave  of  ani- 
mosity against  the  cops.  In  the  days  after 
Pritchard’s  video  first  aired,  outraged 
people  berated  the  RCMP  at  the  airport 
and  the  four  cops  were  reassigned  “for 
the  officers’  own  safety.”  Memorials  were 
held  in  several  cities  and  1. 000  people 
rallied  on  November  24  in  Vancouver. 

In  the  last  four  years  police  have  killed 
at  least  ten  people  in  B.C.  Some  were 
shot,  some  were  tasered.  and  in  several 
cases  the  cover-ups  unraveled  enough 
to  reveal  a glimpse  of  the  daily  reality 
of  police  violence.  In  2005  in  Houston. 

B.C..  a young  mill  worker.  Ian  Bush,  was 
arrested  for  the  “crime”  of  holding  a beer 
outside  a hockey  game.  Twenty  minutes 
later  he  was  dead,  shot  in  the  back  of  the 
head.  It  was  the  persistence  of  Bush's  be- 
reaved mother  that  made  this  brutal  police 
crime  a touchstone  for  anger  and  distrust 
of  the  cops.  For  two  years  the  RCMP  lied, 
covered  up  and  protected  the  killer  cop 
who  has.  predictably,  now  been  exoner- 
ated by  the  Commission  for  Public  Com- 
plaints Against  the  RCMP — the  same 
body  now  charged  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment with  reviewing  the  use  of  lasers. 

The  cops,  along  with  the  prisons, 
courts  and  military,  make  up  the  core  of 
the  capitalist  state,  an  instrument  of  organ- 
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In  Vancouver 


operations  in  history  against  Native  pro- 
testers at  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Canadian  Press  reported  that  in  2002- 
2005  there  were  230  tasering  “events”  in 
B.C.,  by  far  the  highest  incidence  of  any 
province.  Unsurprisingly,  a large  num- 
ber of  the  victims  were  Native  people. 
Humiliation  and  intimidation  by  the  cops 
IS  a daily  reality  for  Natives  and  others  in 
Vancouver’s  destitute,  crumbling  Down- 
town Eastside.  Emblematic  of  this  was 
the  death  of  Frank  Paul.  Nine  years  ago 
police  to.ssed  this  Native  man  like  so 
much  garbage  into  a Downtown  Eastside 
alley  where  he  died  of  hypothermia. 
Today  his  death,  too.  is  the  subject  of 
what  will  certainly  be  a whitewash  gov- 
ernment inquiry. 

On  every  level,  Robert  Dziekanski’s 
fate  stands  as  an  indictment  of  the  ruin- 
ous. violent  capitalist  system.  The  Soli- 
damo^d  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
Poland  destroyed  the  bureaucratically 
deformed  workers  stale  in  1 989,  bringing 
mass  unemployment  and  poverty.  Dzie- 
kanski and  his  mother.  Zofia  Cisowski. 
from  the  devastated  mining  region  of 
Silesia,  were  part  of  a mass  exodus  of 
some  two  million  Poles  who  have  emi- 
grated in  recent  years  in  search  of  jobs 
and  better  lives.  She  had  been  a car- 
penter. while  he  had  worked  in  construc- 
tion. Whether  in  Canada  or  in  now- 
capitalist  Poland,  bourgeois  rule  means 
untold  misery. 

In  recent  years  in  B.C.  there  have  been 
numerous  strikes,  as  workers  fight  back 
against  the  attacks  of  the  bosses  and 
attempt  to  get  a piece  of  the  vast  profits 
that  the  capitalists  are  raking  in  during 
the  present  Olympics-fuelled  boom.  The 
social  power  of  the  multiethnic  working 
class  needs  to  be  mobilized  in  struggle  on 
behalf  of  all  the  many  victims  of  capital- 
ist oppression.  The  NDP  social  demo- 
crats. along  with  the  trade-union  mislead- 
ers.  are  obstacles  to  such  .struggle,  standing 
in  defense  of  the  capitalist  system. 

Similarly,  the  NDP-loyal  left  acts  to 
foster  deadly  illusions  in  the  capitalist 


slate.  In  a November  21  statement,  the 
Communist  Party  of  Canada  added  its 
voice  to  the  pleas  for  inquiries  and  mora- 
toriums on  lasers,  declaring  that  it  "sup- 
ports these  demands,  as  part  of  a wider 
range  of  measures  to  establish  full  ci- 
vilian oversight  and  control  of  police 
forces.  The  idea  that  the  police  can 
be  “controlled"  by  “civilian  oversight” 
under  capitalism  is  a reformist  lie.  as 
shown  by  the  entire  history  of  working- 
class  struggles.  We  say:  Cops,  prison  and 
border  guards  and  private  security  guards 
have  no  place  in  the  unions. 

The  bourgeoisie  wants  to  dissolve  the 
anger  over  the  cop  murder  of  Robert 
Dziekanski  into  the  hot  air  of  a public 
inquiry.  What  is  needed  is  the  formation 
of  a revolutionary  vanguard  parly  that 
lays  bare  the  source  of  police  violence  in 
the  capitalist  system,  and  fights  to  sweep 
away  the  entire  machinery  of  bourgeois 
stale  repression  in  a socialist  revolution.* 


Paul  PiilcharU 

14  October  2007:  Canadian  police  taser 
attack  killed  Polish  immigrant  Robert 
Dziekanski  (right)  in  Vancouver  airport. 


ized  violence  used  to  maintain  the  rule  of 
the  capitalists  against  the  working  class. 
When  the  police  kill  and  brutalize  immi- 
grants and  Natives,  repress  leftists,  attack 
picket  lines  or  student  protesters,  this 
flows  directly  from  the  fact  that  they 
serve  but  one  master,  the  capitalist  class. 
Acting  as  judge,  jury  and  executioner, 
their  job  is  to  protect  the  profit  system 
that  creates  unemployment,  poverty  and 
oppression. 

These  political  facts  are  obscured  by 
the  fiction  that  the  state  is  neutral  and 
serves  everyone  in  society  equally.  This  is 
all  the  more  the  case  in  a country  like 
Canada  where  the  naked  rule  of  capital  is 
masked  by  the  trappings  of  parliamentary 
democracy.  The  cops  cannot  be  made  to 
serve  the  interests  of  the  oppressed  and 
the  state  cannot  be  reformed.  It  must  be 
overthrown  by  the  working  class  in  a 
socialist  revolution. 

The  killing  of  Dziekanski  was  unusual 
only  in  that  it  was  filmed,  making  crystal 
clear  to  all  that  just  about  everything  the 
cops  said  about  it  was  a brazen  lie.  For 
a month  the  cops  suppressed  the  video, 
holding  on  to  Pritchard's  camera  until 
he  hired  a lawyer  and  threatened  legal 
action.  Underscoring  that  they  are  a law 
unto  themselves,  the  cops  responded  to 
the  public  outcry  by  tasering  and  killing 
two  more  people.  In  Halifax  on  Novem- 
ber 22.  a mentally  ill  man.  Howard  Hyde, 
was  tasered  and  died  in  police  custody. 
In  Chilliwack.  B.C,,  a day  later.  Robert 
Knipstrom  died  after  being  tasered.  pep- 
per sprayed  and  beaten. 

Lies,  More  Lies 
and  Public  Inquiries 

The  Globe  and  Mail  (16  November) 
editorialized  that  Dziekanski’s  death  at 
the  hands  of  the  cops  would  be  seen 
“as  the  summary  execution  of  an  inno- 
cent man  for  the  crime  of  being  disori- 
ented. for  not  understanding,  for  being  a 
stranger.”  The  Globe's  recent  exposures 
of  RCMP  misdeeds  are  driven  by  a crass 
aim  of  damage  control  for  a ruling  class 
worried  about  the  growing  public  mis- 
trust of  the  police. 

That  is  the  sole  purpose  of  the  B.C. 
Liberal  government’s  public  inquiry  into 
Dziekanski’s  death  and  the  [Prime  Min- 
ister Stephen]  Harper  Tories’  review  of 
taser  use:  to  refurbish  the  image  of  the 
racist,  capitalist  state.  In  our  article  on  the 
Ipperwash  inquiry  into  the  racist  1995 
Ontario  Provincial  Police  killing  of  Native 
activist  Dudley  George  (SC  No.  146,  Fall 


2005  [reprinted  in  WV  No.  864,  17  Feb- 
ruary 2006])  we  wrote: 

"The  capitalist  rulers  have  a time- 
honoured  strategy  for  dealing  with  public 
outrage.  First,  they  lie  through  their 
golden  teeth.  Second,  when  anger  per- 
sists, they  stall.  Then,  if  things  still  don’t 
settle  down,  they  'reluctantly’  hold  an 
‘independent’  public  inquiry,  staffed  by 
judges,  professors,  priests  or  other  loyal 
representatives  of  the  ruling  class,  and 


Some  1,000 
demonstrators 
in  Vancouver 
protest  against 
cop  killing 
of  Dziekanski, 
24  November 
2007. 


perhaps  recommending  token  punish- 
meni  for  someone  involved.  The  more 
thorough  the  investigation  appears,  the 
better  il  serves  its  ideological  purpose;  to 
prove  that  the  system  works,  that  the  state 
is  accountable  lo  the  will  of  the  people.' 
and  that  justice  has  been  served.  ” 
Grotesquely,  while  calling  for  a "tem- 
porary moratorium”  on  taser  use.  B.C. 
NDP  [New  Democratic  Party]  leader 
Carole  James  urges  “proper  training”  so 
the  cops  can  use  lasers  “in  the  protection 
of  themselves  and  the  public”  (Novem- 
ber 16  statement).  It  was  the  B.C.  NDP 
government  that  introduced  ta.sers  in  the 
province  in  1999.  Then  attorney-general 
Ujjal  Dosanjh  (now  a federal  Liberal) 
called  the  laser  an  “effective  alternative  to 
lethal  force”  (Province,  18  November). 
And  this  wa.s  after  a string  of  laser-related 
deaths  in  the  U.S.  In  power,  the  NDP  has 
not  hesitated  to  unleash  the  full  force 
of  state  repression  as  they  did  in  1995 
in  launching  one  of  the  largest  RCMP 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Defend  Mexican  Miners  Union! 


We  print  below  a translation  of  a Janu- 
ary 20  leaflet  issued  by  the  Grupo  Espar- 
taquisla  de  Mexico,  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  Leaf>ue. 

Striking  workers  at  the  copper  mine  at 
Cananea.  Sonora,  were  brutally  attacked 
with  tear  gas  and  rubber  bullets  on  Jan- 
uary 1 1 by  some  800  state  and  federal 
police  on  the  orders  of  the  PAN  [National 
Action  Party]  federal  and  local  govern- 
ments and  the  PRl  (Institutional  Revolu- 
tionary Party]  state  government.  Some 
reports  indicate  military  forces  partici- 
pated as  well-  Hundreds  of  workers  from 
Local  65  of  the  miners  and  steel  work- 
ers union  (SNTMMSRM),  on  strike  since 
last  July,  courageously  defended  them- 
selves, but  were  unable  to  withstand  the 
attack.  Forty  workers  were  wounded  and 
five  people  were  reported  missing  (includ- 
ing a worker’s  wife).  The  union  responded 
with  an  eight-hour  nationwide  strike  on 
January  16  involving  25,000  workers  from 
85  metallurgical  plants  and  copper  mines. 
The  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico,  sec- 
tion of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  protests  the  bru- 
tal police  attack  and  demands;  Company, 
government,  hands  off  the  miners  union! 

On  the  morning  of  January  1 1 , the  Fed- 
eral Council  of  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tration (JFCA)  had  declared  the  Cananea 
strike  “nonexistent"  because  it  suppos- 
edly started  late!  The  next  day  a judge 
granted  a temporary  suspension  of  the 
ruling,  and  the  union  has  vowed  to  main- 
tain the  strike.  But  the  company  has 
mobilized  scabs  and  hundreds  of  federal 
police  remain  guarding  the  area — the 
future  of  the  struggle  is  uncertain.  In  the 
context  of  generalized  discontent  with  the 
ruling  PAN  because  of  massive  repres- 
sion, dramatic  increases  in  the  prices  of 
basic  necessities,  threats  of  privatization 
of  PEMEX  [Mexico’s  state  oil  company] 
and  opposition  to  the  augmented  “free 
trade”  rape  of  Mexico  through  NAFTA, 
this  attack  is  also  a threat  against  those 
who  dare  to  fight  back. 

The  strike  at  Cananea,  which  has  cost 
the  mine  owners  an  estimated  500  million 
dollars,  began  last  July  along  with  strikes 
at  Sombrerete,  Zacatecas,  and  Taxco. 
Guerrero,  demanding  wage  increases  and 
safer  working  conditions  for  the  labor 
force.  Particularly  during  at  least  the  last 
three  years,  the  miners  union  has  engaged 
in  hard-fought  class  battles  across  the 
country,  fighting  deadly  working  con- 
ditions. meager  wages  and  continuous 
attacks  by  the  government  and  the  bosses. 

In  February  2006  the  bosses'  thirst  for 
profit  led  to  the  death  of  65  miners  in  an 
explosion  at  Pasta  de  Conchos.  Coahuila 
This  industrial  murder  and  the  ensuing 
government  attack  on  the  union— includ- 
ing the  removal  of  its  national  leader, 
Napoledn  Gdmez  Urrutia,  and  the  press- 
ing of  charges  against  him — set  the  slage 


January  11:  Federal  and  state  police  attack  striking  mine  workers  in  Cananea 
(top).  Next  day,  union  miners  protest  outside  Cananea  town  hall. 


for  powerful  strikes,  including  at  Cana- 
nea and  at  L^zaro  Cdrdenas,  Michoaefin. 
demanding  the  reinstatement  of  the  union 
leader  (see  “Miners.  Steel  Workers  Strikes 
Shake  Mexico.”  WV  No.  872,  9 June 
2006).  On  20  April  2006.  the  three  main 
bourgeois  parties — PAN.  PRl  and  PRD 
(Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution) — 
joined  in  a murderous  attack  to  break  the 
strike  at  Ldzaro  Cdrdenas,  but  workers 
were  able  to  beat  back  the  attack  at  the 
cost  of  two  workers  killed.  Indeed,  illu- 
sions in  the  PRD  are  suicidal.  Despite  its 
cynical  campaigning  under  the  slogan 
“For  the  good  of  all,  the  poor  first,"  the 
PRD  is  a bourgeois-nationalist,  populist 
party  that  administers  the  bourgeois  state 
and  will  not  hesitate  to  unleash  murderous 
repression  against  workers  and  poor  peo- 
ple when  their  struggles  threaten  to  go 
beyond  its  control. 

In  going  after  the  Cananea  miners 
now.  the  bosses  and  their  government 
surely  recall  the  2006  strikes  and  in  par- 
ticular want  revenge  because  the  L4zaro 
Cdrdenas  strike  achieved  a dramatic  vic- 
tory with  the  company  agreeing  to  ail 
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their  demands,  including  recognition  of 
G6mez  Urrutia.  Although  the  union  has 
won  important  legal  victories  since  then, 
there  are  still  charges  against  Gomez 
Urrutia  and  other  union  officials.  We 
demand;  Defend  the  miners  and  metal 
workers  union!  Drop  all  charges  against 
G6mez  Urrutia  and  all  persecuted  union 
members!  Victory  to  the  miners  strikes! 

In  the  spring  of  2006,  we  traveled  to 
Ldzaro  Cardenas,  participated  in  demon- 
strations in  Mexico  City  in  defense  of 
the  union,  protested  at  UNAM  [National 
Autonomous  University  of  Mexico]  and 
held  a forum  at  the  Leon  Trotsky  museum 
in  defense  of  the  miners  union.  We  fought 
against  the  anti-union  prejudices  of  those 
— like  the  fake  “Trotskyist"  Internation- 
alist Group — who  claim  to  stand  on  the 
side  of  the  working  class  yet  refuse  to 
defend  PRI-affiliated  unions  such  as  the 
SNTMMSRM  against  state  attack.  Instill- 
ing such  elementary  class  solidarity  is 
part  of  our  struggle  to  win  youth  over  to 
the  side  of  the  proletariat  in  the  fight  for 
a communist  future. 

The  miners  union  remains  in  the  cross 
hairs  pf  the  vengeful  ruling  class.  For  two 
years  the  bosses  and  the  state  have  tried 
to  destroy  the  powerful  organization  of 
the  miners  and  steel  workers.  But  the 
union  has  fought  to  defend  itself.  Due 
to  its  key  role  in  production,  setting 
in  motion  the  levers  of  production,  the 
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working  class  has  the  power  to  paralyze 
the  entire  economy.  In  a show  of  the 
social  power  of  the  industrial  proletariat, 
the  Mexican  mining  bosses  have  lost 
close  to  2.4  billion  dollars  due  to  the 
miners’  struggles  that  have  taken  place 
over  the  last  two  years.  Owning  nothing 
but  its  own  labor  power,  the  working  class 
has  no  objective  interest  in  maintaining 
the  rule  of  private  property;  its  historic 
interest  is  to  abolish  it.  collectivizing  the 
economy  through  socialist  revolution. 

The  struggle  for  interna!  democracy  in 
the  unions  and  for  their  independence 
from  the  state  cannot  be  separated  from 
the  struggle  for  revolutionary  leadership. 
As  Trotsky  himself  explained:  “In  the 
epoch  of  imperialist  decay  the  trade  unions 
can  be  really  independent  only  to  the 
extent  that  they  are  conscious  of  being, 
in  action,  the  organs  of  proletarian  revo- 
lution.” Forging  such  leadership  means 
breaking  with  any  illusions  in  the  bos.ses' 
parties — the  PRl.  the  PRD  and  the  PAN. 
Bourgeois  nationalism,  prominently  pushed 
by  the  PRD,  attempts  to  mask  the  funda- 
mental class  division  of  society  in  order  to 
tie  the  workers  to  their  exploiters,  prevent- 
ing the  former  from  fighting  for  their  own 
interests.  The  allies  of  the  Mexican  work- 
ers are  not  their  “own"  national  exploiters, 
but  the  multiracial  American  and  interna- 
tional proletariat!  It  is  necessary  to  build 
a revolutionary  workers  party  to  smash 
the  murderous  capitalist  system,  which  is 
based  on  the  thirst  for  profit,  and  replace 
it  with  workers  rule  through  international 
socialist  revolution. 

The  heroic  1906  Cananea  miners  strike 
— organized  through  joint  efforts  of  Mexi- 
can and  American  trade  unionists,  and 
drowned  in  blood  by  the  combined  forces 
of  the  Mexican  and  American  capital- 
ists— became  a symbol  of  the  struggle 
against  the  Porfirio  Di'az  dictatorship  and 


WV  Photo 

New  York  City,  January  12:  Sparta- 
cists  at  demonstration  initiated  by 
Internationalist  Group  at  Mexican 
Consulate  to  protest  police  attack 
on  miners. 

of  international  working-class  solidarity. 
102  years  later,  the  capitalists  are  again 
bent  on  smashing  their  struggle.  This 
attack  must  not  pass  unchallenged!  The 
entire  international  labor  movement  must 
protest  this  new  attack  on  the  miners! 
Victory  to  the  miners  strikes!  ■ 
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From  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  to  the  Jena  Six 

£gl^aJjst^Uusti^^=  Racist  Repression 


For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Break  with  the  Democratic  Party 
of  Racism  and  War! 

Build  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

With  an  Update  on  the  Fight  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


throw  of  capitalism  and  for  liberation 
from  the  yoke  of  imperialist  subjugation. 

Fake  Trotskyists  Prettify 
Bourgeois  Nationalism 

In  its  article  on  the  Chavez  referendum 
(Workers  Power.  Winter  2007-08),  the 
British  Workers  Power  group,  leading 
section  of  the  League  for  the  Fifth  Inter- 
national, quotes  Trotsky  from  his  article 
“Bourgeois  Democracy  and  the  Fight 
Against  Fascism"  (13  January  1936)  cor- 
rectly urging.  “We  must  vote  against  all 
measures  that  strengthen  the  capilalist- 
Bonapartist  state,  even  those  measures 
which  may  for  the  moment  cause  tem- 
porary unpleasantness  for  the  fascists.” 
Workers  Power  immediately  adds:  “The 
presidency — no  matter  who  occupies  it — 
remains  an  institution  of  the  bourgeois 
state  which  be  it  said  revolutionaries  are 
in  favour  of  totally  abolishing.”  Their 
conclusion?  To  call  for  an  abstention  on 
measures,  which  by  their  own  admission, 
would  strengthen  the  powers  of  the  bour- 
geois state! 

Similarly,  the  centrist  Internationalist 
Group  (IG)  argued  that  the  referendum 
was  “a  program  for  a bonapartist  ‘strong 
state’  regime"  and  concluded  that  “for 
socialists  to  approve  such  measures  would 
be  to  renounce  the  program  of  proletar- 
ian revolution”  (Internationalist.  Decem- 
ber 2007).  And  so.  the  IG  urged  “class- 
conscious Venezuelan  workers”. ..“to  cast 
a blank  ballot  " or  “abstain."  So  much  for 
the  program  of  proletarian  revolution! 

That  neither  Workers  Power  nor  the  IG. 
for  all  their  orthodox-sounding  disclaim- 
ers, could  choke  out  a call  for  a “no”  vote 
is  sheer  opportunism.  Both  Workers  Power 
and  the  IG  point  to  Venezuela  as  a bour- 
geois state.  But  they  do  not  want  to-be  seen 
as  opponents  of  Chdvez’s  referendum.  The 
bombastic  cries  of  “class  war”  and  “a  fight 
to  the  finish  against  the  counterrevolu- 
tionaries” by  the  IG  serve  to  promote  the 
fraud — openly  peddled  by  Chdvez’s  more 
unabashed  left  apologists — that  there  is 
an. ongoing  revolution  in  Venezuela.  Thus 
the  IG's  December  2007  article  called  to 
“Impose  Workers  Control  on  the  Road 
to  Socialist  Revolution  * and  to  “Smash 
Counterrevolution  with  Workers  Mobiliza- 
tion!" Ail  this  talk  of  Venezuela  “on  the 
road”  to  socialism  is  deliberately  crafted  to 
obscure  the  fact  that  Cb.lvez  is  administer- 
ing a ^pitalist  state. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  a few  years  ago 
the  IG  was  whistling  a different  tune. 
In  the  face  of  a 2000  referendum  by  Chd- 
vez  aimed  at  busting  the  Confederation  of 
Venezuelan  Workers  (CTV).  an  article 
posted  on  the  IG’s  Web  site  in  Spanish 
headlined.  “Against  Chavez,  the  Stock 
Market  and  the  IMF — Venezuela:  Mobi- 
lize Workers  Power  to  Defeat  the  Anti- 
Union  Referendum.”  We  loo  opposed  this 
referendum  and  defended  the  CTV  unions 
against  government  attack  and  control. 
However,  the  IG  depicted  Chjivez  as  sim- 
ply a stooge  of  the  Caracas  stock  exchange 
and  the  imperialists  and  played  down  the 
real  dangers  of  U.S.  intervention,  as  well 
as  the  CTV’s  organic  ties  to  the  bourgeois 
AD  and  its  historic  connections  to  the 
CIA's  “labor”  fronts  in  Latin  America. 

As  we  observed  in  “Opportunism  Makes 
Strange  Bedfellows”  (WV  No.  787.  20  Sep- 
tember 2002).  “It  didn't  lake  a rocket  sci- 
entist to  figure  out  that  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ists had  it  in  for  Chdvez.  Only  idiots  or 
CIA  apologists  could  gloss  over  that 


Venezuela... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

destruction  of  social  welfare  programs, 
untrammelcd  imperialist  aggrandizement. 
'The  recent  history  of  Venezuela  amply 
demonstrates  that  neoliberalism  and  p<'pu- 
lism  are  nothing  but  two  faces  of  the  saitic 
coin,  sometimes  earned  out  by  the  .same 
bourgeois  regime  in  different  penod.s." 

Indeed,  in  Venezuela  in  the  mid  1970s 
Democratic  Action  (AD)  president  Carlos 
Andres  Pdrez  nationalized  oil  and  min- 
ing. Similarly  buoyed  by  booming  oil 
revenues,  the  Pifrez  regime  also  massively 
subsidized  food,  transportation,  health 
care  and  education.  When  the  boom  went 
bust,  the  Pdrez  regime  itself  then  insti- 
tuted brutal  austerity  measures  beginning 
m the  1980s  against  the  country's  work- 
ing and  poor  people. 

Today's  high  oil  prices,  again,  allow 
for  limited  reforms.  But  the  very  work- 
ings of  the  capitalist  system  ensure  the 
continued  exploitation  and  impoverish- 
ment of  the  Venezuelan  masses.  In  fact. 
Chdvez's  referendum  was  narrowly  de- 
feated largely  because  the  masses  of 
urban  poor,  who  poured  out  in  the  streets 
against  the  2002  coup  and  were  the  base 
of  Chdvez's  landslide  victory  in  the  2006 
elections  with  over  seven  million  votes, 
largely  sat  this  referendum  out.  As  a 
woman  from  one  of  Caracas’  wretched 
slums  put  it:  “If  this  government  cannot 
get  me  milk  or  asphalt  for  our  roads,  how 
is  it  going  to  give  my  mother  a pension” 
(New  York  Times,  30  November  2007). 

As  against  Chavez’s  populist  national- 
ism. it  is  necessary  to  mobilize  the  prole- 
tariat. standing  at  the  head  of  all  the  down- 
trodden and  oppressed,  in  the  struggle  for 
socialist  revolution  against  all  wings  of  the 
Venezuelan  bourgeoisie,  which  is  tied  by  a 
thousand  threads  to  the  imperialist  order. 
Only  thus  can  the  struggle  for  national 
independence  and  other  democratic  tasks 
be  realized  in  such  countries  of  belated 
capitalist  development  in  the  imperialist 
epoch.  As  Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with 
VI.  Lenin  of  the  1917  Bolshevik  Revolu- 
tion, stressed  in  his  “Basic  Postulates”  in 
The  Permanent  Revolution  (1930): 

‘The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  which 
has  risen  to  power  as  the  leader  of  the  dem- 
ocratic revolution  is  inevitably  and  very 
quickly  confronted  with  tasks,  the  fulfil- 
ment of  which  is  bound  up  with  deep 
inroads  into  the  rights  of  bourgeois  prop- 
erty. The  democratic  revolution  grows  over 
directly  into  the  socialist  revolution  and 
thereby  becomes  a permanent  revolution.” 

There  can  be  no  fundamental  amelio- 
ration of  the  plight  of  the  urban  and  rural 
poor  without  the  smashing  of  the  capital- 
ist stale  and  the  overthrow  of  the  capital- 
ist social  order,  laying  the  basis  through 
a series  of  proletarian  revolutions  inter- 
nationally for  a global  classless  society 
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in  which  all  forms  of  exploitation  and 
oppression  have  been  eliminated.  Cru- 
cially, this  means  linking  the  struggles  of 
the  Latin  American  masses  to  the  fight  for 
socialist  revolution  in  the  U.S. 

Reformist  Apologists  for 
Chavez  Regime 

Under  the  Chdvez  regime,  the  Venezue- 
lan bourgeoisie  has  made  out  very  well 
(and  foreign  oil  companies  haven’t  done 
badly  themselves).  According  to  the  World 
Bank,  the  richest  20  percent  of  the  popula- 
tion continue  to  pocket  53  percent  of  all 
income  while  the  poorest  20  percent  are 
the  recipients  of  a miserly  3 percent.  While 
raking  off  massive  profits,  much  of  the 
bourgeoisie  is  taking  its  money  out  of  the 
country  as  well  as  hoarding  its  products, 
resulting  in  soaring  inflation  and  shortages 
of  food  and  other  basic  necessities. 

Workers  who  have  occupied  factories 
that  have  been  bankrupted  by  their  owners 
or  shut  down,  like  those  at  Sanitarios 
Maracay.  have  found  themselves  on  the 
receiving  end  of  the  armed  forces  of  the 
Chdvez  regime.  In  April  2007.  as  they 
made  their  way  to  Caracas  to  demand  the 
nationalization  of  the  company,  workers 
from  this  factory  were  stopped  by  state 
police  and  army  forces  who  fired  on  them, 
leaving  14  wounded  and  21  arrested. 
Similarly,  representatives  of  the  public 
employees  trade  union  who  had  gone  to 
negotiate  a contract  with  the  Ministry  of 
Labor  in  August  2007  were  locked  inside 
a room  at  the  ministry  and  six  days  later 
driven  out  by  hired  thugs. 

None  of  this  has  stopped  self- 
proclaimed  Marxists  from  cheering  on 
Chdvez’s  “Bolivarian  Revolution."  Among 
the  most  shameless  is  the  International 
Marxist  Tendency  (IMT)  of  Alan  Woods 
who  boasts  of  his  credentials  as  a "Trot- 
skyist” adviser  to  Chdvez.  In  the  lead-up 
to  the  referendum  vole,  the  IMT's  Vene- 
zuelan section,  the  Revolutionary  Marxist 
Current  (CMR),  issued  a 30  November 
2007  statement  calling  for  “an  avalanche 


of  votes  in  favor."  declaring  that  a victory 
“will  be  a new  step  forward  for  the  revolu- 
tion.” Incredibly,  the  CMR  claimed  that 
the  victory  of  Chdvez’s  referendum  would 
have  marked  “the  end  of  the  bourgeois 
state  apparatus”! 

The  (TMR  claims  that  to  have  called  for 
a “no”  vote  would  have  played  into  the 
hands  of  “the  capitalists,  imperialism  and 
the  bureaucrats.”  This  line  is  echoed  by  a 
number  of  other  left  groups,  including  the 
Revolutionary  Leftist  Youth  (JIR),  Vene- 
zuelan section  of  the  Trotskyist  Fraction- 
Fourth  International,  a split  from  the 
international  tendency  led  by  the  late 
Nahuel  Moreno.  The  JIR  proclaimed,  “we 
don’t  support  this  referendum  because  it 
upholds  the  legal  basis  for  capitalism,  the 
continuity  of  exploitation  of  the  workers 
in  the  city  and  the  countryside,  securing 
the  class  society  framework.”  Nonethe- 
less. the  JIR  Justified  its  call  for  abstention 
by  arguing  that  “the  call  by  some  left- 
wing  sectors  for  a NO  vote,  which  mixes 
their  banners  with  the  pro-American 
right,  is  an  attack  on  a position  of  class 
independence”  (En  Clave  Ohrera,  Decem- 
ber 2007). 

There  is  no  question  that  the  main 
forces  behind  the  “no”  vote  were  right- 
wing  opponents  of  the  Chdvez  regime. 
But  to  support  or  abstain  on  a referendum 
that  would  have  strengthened  the  repres- 
sive powers  of  the  bourgeois  slate  appara- 
tus is  a betrayal  of  the  class  interest  of  the 
proletariat.  The  opportunist  left  promotes 
the  dangerous  Illusion  that  the  capitalist 
state  can  be  made  to  serve  the  interests  of 
working  people  and  renounces  the  strug- 
gle for  socialist  revolution  and  the  dicta- 
torship of  the  proletariat.  The  class  inde- 
pendence of  the  working  class  from  all 
the  agencies  and  representatives  of  bour- 
geois rule — including  the  most  “progres- 
sive” bourgeois  forces — is  the  fundamen- 
tal starting  point  for  the  working  class  to 
struggle  for  its  own  class  interests.  It  is 
essential  for  the  forging  of  a revolution- 
ary workers  party  that  fights  for  the  over- 
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fact.*’  We  also  found  the  IG’s  denuncia- 
tions of  Chdve?  something  of  an  unnatu- 
ral act:  "Given  its  history  of  lining  up 
behind  'anti-imperialist*  nationalists  from 
Mexico  to  Puerto  Rico  and  beyond,  one 
could  have  expected  the  IG  to  co/y  up  to 
the  nationalist-populist  Chive/."  And  so  it 
has  come  to  pass. 

Following  Chdve/'s  landslide  victory  in 
the  2(MK)  elections,  much  of  the  left  was 
heralding  his  calls  to  deepen  the  "revolu- 
tionary process"  through  more  nation- 
ali/ations.  the  creation  of  "communal 
councils"  and  the  foundation  oC the  thor- 
oughly bourgeois  United  Socialist  Party 
of  Venezuela  (PSUV)  as  .some  harbinger 
of  a revolutionary  assault  on  the  Venezue- 
lan bourgeoisie.  The  IG  followed  suit  by 
defending  Chdvez  when  he  revoked  the 
broadcasting  license  of  RCTV,  one  of  the 
main  media  mouthpieces  for  the  2002 
coup.  In  "Venezuela;  Battle  Over  the 
Media"  (Internationalist,  July  2007),  the 
IG  argued  that  "in  revolutionary  condi- 
tions or  wars,  democratic  questions  are 
subordinate  to  fundamental  class  issues." 

For  Marxists,  democratic  questions  are 
always  subordinate  to  the  class  line.  That 
said,  there  is  neither  a revolution  nor  a 
civil  war  in  Venezuela  today.  For  his  part. 


emment  in  Russia  after  the  Bolshevik-led 
workers  revolution  had  smashed  the  capi- 
talist stale  and  established  a workers 
slate.  The  IG  writes: 

"In  a 9 November  1917  decree  of  the  Pei- 
rograd  .Soviet.  Lenin  ordered  that  only 
those  papers  be  shut  down  which  ’( I ) call 
for  open  resistance  or  insubordination  to 
the  Workers'  and  Peasants’ Oovernment. 
(2)  M»w  sedition  through  demonsirably 
slanderous  distortion  of  facts;  (i)  insti- 
gate actions  of  an  obviously  criminal,  i.e.. 
criminally  punishable,  nature.'  RCTV 
(and  other  networks)  in  Venezuela  filled 
all  three  criteria."  lemphasis  added) 

Continuing  in  the  same  vein,  the  IG 
writes  in  its  December  2007  article  on 
the  referendum  that  Chdvez  "expresses 
admiration  for  the  Russian  Revolutionary 
Leon  Trotsky,  but  his  actual  policies  are 
far  more  timid."  More  timid'.M  Trotsky 
was  a leader  of  the  1917  Bolshevik  Revo- 
lution. According  to  the  IG,  being  "more 
timid”  is  what  separates  the  bourgeois- 
populist  Chdvez  from  a revolutionary 
leader  of  the  international  proletariat! 

For  all  its  pronouncements  that  Vene- 
zuela is  a bourgeois  state,  the  IG  repeat- 
edly draws  analogies  and  makes  compari- 
sons with  countries  where  capitalism  was 
overthrown.  The  IG  opines  that  “while 
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Chdvez  made  clear  at  a mass  rally  in 
Caracas  where  he  announced  the  revok- 
ing of  RCTV’s  licen.se:  "We  have  no  plan 
to  eliminate  the  oligarchy,  Venezuela’s 
bourgeoisie.  We  have  demonstrated  this 
sufficiently  in  our  eight  years”  (quoted 
in  International  Socialist  Review.  July- 
August  2007). 

As  Trotsky  wrote  in  a 1938  article 
against  a campaign  by  Vicente  Lombardo 
Toledano.  the  leader  of  the  CTM  union 
federation  in  Mexico  under  the  Cardenas 
regime,  "to  'curb'  the  reactionary  press, 
either  by  placing  it  under  a democratic 
censorship  or  by  banning  it  altogether”: 
“Both  theory  and  historical  experience 
testify  that  any  restriction  of  democracy  in 
bourgeois  society  is.  in  the  final  analysis, 
invariably  directed  against  the  prole- 
tariat.... Bourgeois  democracy  is  of  use 
to  the  proletariat  only  insofar  as  it  opens 
up  the  way  for  the  development  of  the 
class  struggle.  Consequently,  any  work- 
ing class  'leader'  who  arms  the  bourgeois 
slate  with  special  means  for  controlling 
public  opinion  in  general  and  the  press  in 
particular  is,  precisely,  a traitor.  In  the 
last  analysis,  the  sharpening  of  the  class 
struggle  will  impel  the  bourgeoisie  of 
every  stripe  to  reach  an  agreement  among 
themselves;  they  will  then  pass  special 
laws,  all  sorts  of  restrictive  measures, 
and  all  kinds  of  'democratic'  censorship 
against  the  working  class.  Anyone  who 
has  not  yet  understood  this  should  gel  out 
of  the  ranks  of  the  working  class." 

— "Freedom  of  the  Press 
and  the  Working  Class." 

21  August  1938 

In  its  article  on  RCTV.  the  IG  shame- 
lessly equates  the  bourgeois  Venezuelan 
regime  of  Hugo  Chdvez  to  the  Soviet  gov- 


Chdvez  may  slough  off  pro-capitalist  ele- 
ments the  way  East  European  Stalinists 
got  rid  of  bourgeois  ministers  one  by 
one  through  'salami  tactics'  after  World 
War  II,  there  is  no  Red  Army  occupying 
Venezuela  to  serve  as  ultimate  arbiter  and 
power  base  for  erecting  a deformed  work- 
ers stale."  This  analogy  is  as  breathtaking 
as  it  is  outrageous.  The  East  European 
countries  were  not  bourgeois  stales  after 
they  were  occupied  by  the  Red  Army  fol- 
lowing its  victory  over  Hitler’s  Nazis. 
Rather,  the  power  of  former  puppet  re- 
gimes of  the  Third  Reich  was  broken 
when  the  Nazis  were  smashed,  leaving 
behind  a power  vacuum  that  was  tilled  by 
the  Soviet  Army.  Confronted  with  the 
onset  of  the  imperialist  anti-Soviet  Cold 
War.  the  Stalinists  established  deformed 
workers  states  as  a “buffer  zone"  through 
cold  social  transformations  from  above. 

In  raising  this  surreal  analogy,  the  IG's 
not-so-subtle  implication  is  that  the  bour- 
geois Chdvez  government  is  some  kind  of 
"transitional  regime”  that  might  accept  or 
overthrow  capitalism.  Thus  the  IG  con- 
solidates its  position  on  the  left  end  of  the 
spectrum  of  Bolivarian  "Trotskyism." 

We  have  characterized  the  IG’s  politics 
as  “Pabloism  of  the  second  mobilization.” 
referring  to  the  liquidationist  current  led  by 
Michel  Pablo  that  destroyed  the  Trotskyist 
Fourth  International  in  the  early  1950s. 
Faced  with  the  onset  of  the  imperialist  Cold 
War  and  the  creation  of  Stalinist-ruled 
deformed  workers  states  in  East  and  Cen- 
tral Europe,  the  Pabloites  looked  to  non- 
proletarian  forces  and  argued  that  the  Sia- 
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linists,  social  democrats  and  Third  World 
nationalists  could  be  pressured  to  outline  a 
"roughly”  revolutionary  course,  denying 
the  need  for  a Trotskyist  vanguard  party. 
By  (he  early  1960s,  Pablo  him.self  became 
an  adviser  to  the  bourgeois  FLN  regime  in 
Algeria  after  it  won  independence  from 
French  imperialism. 

Referring  to  those  who  would  write  off 
(he  struggle  against  Pabloism  that  was  led 
by  American  Trotskyist  James  P.  Cannon 
within  the  Fourth  International  because  of 
its  partial  quality.  IG  leader  Jan  Norden 
noted  when  he  was  still  a Trotskyist  in  the 
International  Communist  League,  “This,  in 
turn,  frees  the  bom-yesterday  centrists  to 
pursue  their  eclectic,  anti-internationalist 
lashups  with  abandon,  combining  and 
recombining  with  other  denizens  of  the 
pseudo-Trotskyisi  swamp"  ("Yugoslavia. 
East  Europe  and  the  Fourth  International; 
The  Evolution  of  Pabloist  Liquidalion- 
ism.”  Prometheus  Research  Series  No.  4, 
March  1993).  This  aptly  describes  the  IG. 
Their  opportunism  reflects  adaptation  to 
the  retrogression  of  political  conscious- 
ness in  the  post-Soviet  world,  leading 
them  to  an  increasingly  desperate  search 
for,  and  accommodation  to.  social  forces 
other  than  the  proletariat  and  vehicles 
other  than  a Leninist  vanguard  party  to 
advance  the  struggle  for  human  emanci- 
pation. Enter  Hugo  Chdvez. 

The  Myth  of  “Workers  Control” 
in  Venezuela 

The  IG’s  call  to  "Impose  Workers  Con- 
trol on  the  Road  to  Socialist  Revolution" 
purposely  confuses  the  meaning  of  work- 
ers control,  which  is  dual  power  at  the 
point  of  production  in  a revolutionary  cri- 
sis. In  other  words,  the  workers  have  the 
power  to  veto  management  actions  they 
oppose.  Such  a situation  can  only  end  in 
either  the  workers  seizing  slate  power 
through  socialist  revolution  or  in  the  capi- 
talists reasserting  their  power  through 
counterrevolution.  Trotsky  wrote  in  his 
20  August  1931  article  "Workers'  Control 
of  Production":  “Control  can  be  imposed 
only  by  force  upon  the  bourgeoisie,  by  a 
proletariat  on  the  road  to  the  moment  of 
taking  power  from  them,  and  then  also 
ownership  of  the  means  of  production." 

The  IG  points  to  "workers  committees 
which  exist  in  embryonic  or  developed 
form  in  many  plants  and  workplaces" 
in  Venezuela.  These  committees,  which 
mainly  exist  in  industries  that  have  been 
nationalized  by  the  stale,  are  in  fact  co- 
management  schemes  with  the  capitalist 
slate  in  which  the  latter  holds  the  whip 
hand.  This  is  recognized  even  by  the  abject 
reformists  of  the  British  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP).  who  write:  "Government 
representatives  run  the  factory,  sometimes 
in  coordination  with  workers’  representa- 
tives. At  the  moment  there  are  about  60 
factories  under  some  form  of  workers' 
occupation  pressing  for  nationalisation. 
Where  that  has  occurred  it  has  taken  the 
fonn  of  co-management,  which  is  a long 
way  from  workers’  control"  (International 
Socialism  No.  1 16.  28  September  2007). 

Indeed,  these  arc  class-collaborationist 
schemes  aimed  at  chaining  the  workers  to 
the  capitalist  stale.  The  same  goes  for  the 
"workers  cooperatives."  which  no  less  an 
apologist  for  the  Chdvez  regime  than 
CMR  leader  Jorge  Martin  points  out  have 
in  many  cases  "become  an  excuse  for  out- 
sourcing of  the  labour  force."  i.e..  busting 
the  unions.  A significant  factor  behind 
Chdvez’s  formation  of  the  PSUV  is  to 
maintain  government  control  over  the 


trade  unions.  As  Trotsky  wrote  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  expropriation  of  the  imperial- 
ists’ oil  holdings  in  Mexico  by  the  Cdrde- 
nas  regime: 

"The  inanagemcni  of  railways,  oil  fields, 
etc.,  through  labor  organizations  has 
nothing  in  common  with  workers’  con- 
trol over  industry,  for  in  the  essence  of 
the  matter  the  management  is  effected 
through  (he  labor  bureaucracy  which  is 
independent  of  the  workers  but.  in  return, 
completely  dependent  on  the  bourgeois 
stale.  This  measure  on  the  part  of  the  rul- 
ing class  pursues  the  aim  of  disciplining 
the  working  class,  making  it  more  indus- 
trious in  the  service  of  the  common  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  which  appear  on  the  sur- 
face to  merge  with  the  interests  of  the 
working  class  itself." 

— 'Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of 
Imperialist  Decay"  ( 1940) 

The  IG  points  to  the  wing  of  the 
National  Workers  Union  (UNT)  headed 
by  Orlando  Chirino,  which  opposed  enter- 
ing the  PSUV  and  called  for  an  absten- 
tion in  the  December  referendum,  opining 
that  the  UNT  "has  been  bedeviled  from 
(he  beginning  by  the  riddle  of  how  to 
oppose  Chdvez'  attacks  on  the  workers 
while  not  breaking  from  the  popularity  he 
enjoys  among  Venezuela’s  impoverished 
masses."  This  likewise  bedevils  the  IG. 
Left  unsaid  in  the  IG  article  is  the  fact  that 
the  UNT  was  founded  by  chavisia  union 
bureaucrats  who  set  up  the  federation  in 
2003  under  the  umbrella  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  UNT  was  created  to  break  up 
the  Confederation  of  Venezuelan  Workers, 


Mafxist-com 


Alan  Woods  of  pseudo-Trotskyist  Inter- 
national Marxist  Tendency  embraces 
Chavez. 

itself  a corporaiist  union  tied  to  the  former 
bourgeois  Democratic  Action  regime  and 
with  links  to  the  U.S.  imperialists.  Chi- 
rino’s  posture  as  an  advocate  of  independ- 
ent unions  is  belied  by  his  loyalty  to 
the  Chdvez  regime.  In  an  interview  with 
the  British  SWP's  International  Socialism 
(9  May  2007),  Chirino  boasts  of  his  cre- 
dentials as  a member  of  "the  first  political 
organization  to  support  Hugo  Chavez's 
presidential  candidacy." 

In  the  same  interview.  Chirino  points  to 
China  as  part  of  "international  consortia" 
that  arc  "exploiting  our  workers  more 
than  ever."  He  goes  on  to  state  that  "capi- 
talism was  restored  in  China  a number 
of  years  ago.  and  today  it  is  the  coun- 
try where  the  working  class  is  most 
exploited.  They  are  modern-day  slaves." 
In  fact.  China  is  a bureaucratically  de- 
formed workers  state  where  capitalism 
was  overthrown  as  a result  of  the  1949 
Revolution,  a victory  for  the  international 
working  class.  Despite  the  inroads  made 
continued  on  pafie  10 
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Venezuela... 

(corUinueJ  from  page  9) 

by  Ihe  •'markei  reforms"  instituled  by  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy,  the  core  of  China’s 
economy  remains  collectivized.  In  his 
anti-China  diatribe,  Chirino  takes  his 
place  with  much  of  the  reformist  left, 
which,  having  hailed  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  degen- 
erated workers  state  in  1991-92.  now 
line  up  with  their  own  capitalist  rulers 
and  refuse  to  defend  China.  This,  as 
they  sing  the  praises  of  Ihe  bourgeois- 
populist  Hugo  Chdvez  and  his  "Bolivarian 
Revolution." 

At  the  same  time,  numerous  leftists  and 
others  have  falsely  compared  Chdvez  to 
the  Castro  regime  in  Cuba.  But,  like  China 
and  unlike  Venezuela.  Cuba  is  a deformed 
workers  state.  When  Castro’s  Rebel  Army 
marched  into  Havana  in  January  1959,  the 
bourgeois  army  and  the  rest  of  the  capital- 
ist state  apparatus  that  had  propped  up  the 
U.S.-backed  Batista  dictatorship  shat- 
tered. In  the  face  of  the  hostile  encircle- 
ment of  U.S.  imperialism,  in  1960-61  the 
Castro  regime  nationalized  U.S. -owned 
and  domestic  capitalist  property,  marking 
the  expropriation  of  the  Cuban  bourgeoi- 
sie as  a class.  This  was  a social  revolution. 
The  existence  of  the  Soviet  Union  was 
crucial  in  providing  both  an  economic 
lifeline  and  a military  shield  that  helped 


stay  the  hand  of  the  Yankee  imperialist 
colossus  just  90  miles  away. 

As  revolutionary  Trotskyists  who  fought 
for  the  unconditional  military  defense  of 
the  Soviet  degenerated  workers  state  and 
the  deformed  workers  states  of  East  and 
Central  Europe  against  imperialism  and 
capitalist  counterrevolution,  we  apply  this 
same  program  to  the  remaining  deformed 
workers  states  of  China.  Cuba,  Vietnam 
and  North  Korea.  At  the  same  time,  we 
fight  for  workers  political  revolution  to 
oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucrats — whose 
dogma  of  "socialism  in  one  country" 
serves  to  undermine  the  defense  of  the 
workers  states — and  to  establish  regimes 
based  on  workers  democracy  and  revolu- 
tionary internationalism.  Those  who  do 
not  defend  the  existing  gains  of  the  work- 
ing class  cannot  conquer  new  ones.  Our 
military  defense  of  the  deformed  workers 
stales  is  pan  of  our  struggle  for  new  Octo- 
ber Revolutions.  Key  to  our  perspective 
is  the  fight  to  reforge  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International  as  the  world  party  of  social- 
ist revolution. 

For  Permanent  Revolution! 

The  difference  between  idealistic 
young  radicals  who  look  to  Chdvez  and 
the  wizened  opportunists  is  that  the  latter 
try  to  pass  off  support  for  Chdvez  as 
Marxism.  Many  radical  intellectuals  and 
reformist  groups  peddle  Chdvez.’s  invoca- 
tion of  Trotsky’s  theory  of  permanent 


revolution  as  good  coin.  In  this,  they  turn 
Trotsky's  theory  on  its  head.  Permanent 
revolution  is  predicated  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  bourgeoisie  in  countries 
ot  belated  capitalist  development,  how- 
ever radical  sounding  their  regimes,  are 
too  weak,  too  fearful  of  the  proletariat 
and  too  dependent  on  imperialist  tor- 
eign  capital,  to  resolve  the  problems  ol 
political  democracy,  agrarian  revolution 
and  independent  national  development. 
Instead,  as  was  borne  out  in  the  1917 
Russian  Revolution,  the  accomplishment 
of  these  tasks  can  only  be  carried  out 
under  the  class  rule  of  the  proletariat. 

The  conquest  of  power  by  the  prole- 
tariat does  not  complete  the  socialist 
revolution,  but  only  opens  it  by  changing 
the  direction  of  social  development.  The 
proletariat  in  power  would  expropriate 
the  bourgeoisie  as  a class  in  order  to 
establish  a collectivized  planned  econ- 
omy where  production  is  based  on  social 
need  rather  than  profit.  But  short  of  the 
international  extension  of  the  revolution, 
particularly  to  the  advanced,  industrial- 
ized imperialist  centers,  that  social  devel- 
opment will  be  arrested  and  ultimately 
reversed.  The  efforts  of  U.S.  imperialism 
to  bring  down  the  Chdvez  regime  under- 
line the  need  for  proletarian  revolutionary 
internationalism,  which  is  at  the  core  of 
Trotsky’s  theory  of  permanent  revolution. 
The  struggles  of  the  proletariat  in  the 
semicolonial  countries  are  necessarily 


intertwined  with  the  fight  for  power  by 
workers  in  the  imperialist  centers,  not 
least  in  the  U.S. 

For  all  his  populist  rhetoric.  Chdvez  is 
no  less  the  class  opponent  of  the  victory  of 
the  workers  and  urban  and  rural  poor  than 
his  neoliberal  opponents.  We  seek  to 
break  the  illusions  of  working  people  and 
the  oppressed— both  in  Venezuela  and 
internationally — that  the  bourgeois  Chd- 
vez regime  can  be  an  agent  of  social  rev- 
olution. In  contrast,  our  political  oppo- 
nents accommodate  and  deepen  such 
illusions.  As  we  wrote  in  "Venezuela: 
Populist  Nationalism  vs.  Proletarian  Rev- 
olution" (WV  No.  860.  9 December  2005): 
"History  will  reserve  a harsh  verdict 
for  those  ‘lettists’  who  promote  one  or 
another  left-talking  capitalist  caudillo. 
The  way  forward  for  the  downtrodden 
throughout  the  Americas  does  not  lie 
through  painting  nationalist  strongmen 
as  revolutionaries  and  populist  forays 
as  revolutions.  It  lies  instead  in  con- 
structing national  sections  of  a reforged 
Fourth  International  in  the  spirit  of 
uncompromising  revolutionary  hostility 
to  any  and  all  kinds  of  capitalist  rule 
South  of  the  Rio  Bravo,  .such  parlies 
will  have  to  be  built  m political  strug- 
gle against  widespread  illusions  in  popu- 
li.sm  and  nationalism.  In  the  United 
Slates,  the  belly  of  the  Imperialist  beast, 
a revolutionary  workers  party  will  be 
built  in  the  struggle  to  break  the  prole- 
tariat from  the  Democratic  and  Repub- 
lican parties  of  capital  and  to  replace 
the  pro-impcnalist  AFL-CIO  tops  with  a 
class-struggle  leadership."* 


Protester  at  Jena, 
Louisiana,  march 
last  September  in 
defense  of  six  black 
youth  framed  up 
for  defending 
themselves  against 
racist  provocations. 
Racist  death  penalty 
is  lynch  rope 
made  legal. 


Death  Penalty... 

(conlinueJ  from  page  I ) 

the  victorious  seizure  of  .state  power  by 
the  proletariat  will  bring  about  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  death  penally  once  and  for  all. 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Now! 

The  death  penalty  stands  at  the  pinna- 
cle of  the  stale’s  arsenal  of  repression — 
an  apparatus  consisting  of  the  army, 
cops,  courts  and  prisons  that  protects  the 
class  rule,  property  and  profits  of  the 
capitalist  class,  The  ruling  class  has 
repeatedly  staged  exemplary  executions 
of  their  perceived  opponents  for  the  sheer 
purpose  of  instilling  terror — such  as  the 
Haymarket  martyrs,  anarchist  fighters  for 
the  eight-hour  day.  hanged  in  1887;  Ital- 
ian immigrant  anarchists  Sacco  and  Van- 
zetti,  executed  in  1927;  Ethel  and  Julius 
Rosenberg.  Communist  Party  supporters 
executed  in  1953  on  charges  of  giving 
"secrets"  on  the  bomb  to  the  Soviets. 

Such  is  now  the  rulers’  intent  in  the 
case  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — a Black  Pan- 
ther Party  spokesman  in  his  youth,  later 
a MOVE  supporter  and  award-winning 
journalist — who  was  framed  up  and  con- 
victed of  the  1981  killing  of  Philadelphia 
police  officer  Daniel  Faulkner.  Mumia 
sits  on  death  row  today,  a political  pris- 
oner that  the  forces  of  racist  "law  and 
order"  want  to  see  dead  because  they  see 
in  him  the  spectre  of  black  revolt,  a voice 
of  defiant  opposition  to  the  oppression 
of  black  people.  Mumia’s  innocence  is 
proven  by  an  abundance  of  evidence, 
including  the  confession  of  another  man. 
Arnold  Beverly,  that  he.  not  Mumia,  shot 
and  killed  Faulkner. 

The  fight  to  save  Mumia  and  free 
him  from  prison  hell  must  be  a key 
focus  of  the  struggle  to  abolish  Ihe  racist 


death  penalty!  When  California  executed 
Tookie  Williams  despite  a massive  inter- 
national outcry,  it  was  an  ominous  signal 
of  the  rulers'  intent  to  kill  Mumia.  It  is 
no  accident  that  Murdered  by  Mumia. 
written  by  right-wing  journalist  Michael 
Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  the 
widow  of  Daniel  Faulkner,  is  a rallying 
cry  not  only  to  execuld  Mumia  but  for  the 
death  penalty  itself  (see  the  PDC  Fact 
Sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching). 

Pennsylvania,  the  stale  where  Mumia 
languishes  on  death  row  today,  has  made 
clear  that  it  is  "Committed  to  Death  Pen- 
alty." as  a Philadelphia  Inquirer  (1  Janu- 
ary) headline  underlined.  In  the  last  week 
of  2007.  Pennsylvania’s  Supreme  Court 
afi'irmed  four  death  sentences.  Democratic 
governor  Edward  Rendell  has  signed  76 
death  warrants  since  2003 — including  two 
since  the  New  Year  alone.  Almost  60 
percent  of  death  row  prisoners  in  Penn- 
sylvania are  black — while  black  people 
make  up  less  than  1 1 percent  of  the 
stale’s  population. 

The  fight  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is 
at  a critical  juncture.  The  1 January  Phila- 
delphia Inquirer  article  explicitly  slated. 
"Among  tho,se  now  awaiting  a pivotal  rul- 
ing is  Philadelphia’s  best-known  death- 
row  inmate,  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  whose 
case  has  been  followed  around  the  world." 
More  recently,  a 27  January  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  article  reported  that  a decision 
on  Mumia’s  case  by  the  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  is  expected  soon.  If  the 
court  rules  to  uphold  the  death  sentence  or 
denies  Mumia’s  appeals  fora  new  trial  or 
a new  hearing,  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee and  Labor  Black  Leagues  have 
called  for  protests  on  the  day  after  the 
decision.  The  PDC  is  also  mobilizing  a 
class-struggle  contingent  for  the  national 
demonstration  called  by  the  International 


Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  on  the  third  Saturday  after  the 
decision.  Mobilize  now  to  free  Mumia! 

Death  Penalty:  The  Lynch  Rope 
Made  Legal 

Several  hundred  years  ago.  when  the 
bourgeoisie  was  a revolutionary  class,  its 
representatives  opposed  medieval  cru- 
elty. The  frame-up  and  torture  of  French 
Protestant  Jean  Calas  in  1762  for  the 
murder  of  his  son.  and  his  execution  on 
the  wheel,  led  Enlightenment  philosophc 
Voltaire  to  write  his  famous  On  Tolera- 
tion. Now,  descending  ever  deeper  into 
naked  stale  brutality  and  depravity,  "civ- 
ilized” representatives  of  the  American 
bourgeoisie  have  given  up  any  pretense 
of  humanism  or  rationality  and  openly 
debate  how  to  torture  and  kill.  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Antonin  Scalia  recently 
ranted.  "Where  does  this  come  from  that 
in  the  execution  of  a person  who  has 
been  convicted  of  killing  people  we  must 
choose  the  least  painful  method  pos- 
sible? Is  that  somewhere  in  our  Consti- 
tution?" (International  Herald  Tribune. 
7 January). 

Most  imperialist  countries  have  abol- 
ished the  death  penalty;  only  the  United 
Stales  and  Japan  regularly  execute  peo- 
ple. In  the  U.S.,  the  death  penalty  directly 
intersects  black  oppression,  which  is  the 
cornerstone  of  American  capitalism.  The 
chattel  slavery  system — a foundation  for 
the  economic  growth  of  the  United  States 
from  colonial  times — was  based  upon  the 
ability  of  slave  owners  to  inflict  torture 
and  death  upon  their  "property"  at  will. 

The  Civil  War  smashed  this  system,  but 
the  betrayal  of  Radical  Reconstruction  by 
the  Northern  capitalists  resulted  in  the 
denial  of  basic  rights  for  black  people  in 
the  South.  The  lynch  rope  was  the  tool  of 


the  trade  of  the  Klan  and  others  who 
sought  to  overturn  Reconstruction,  while 
the  posl-Reconstruction  Jim  Crow  system 
was  maintained  by  lynch-Iaw  terror.  More 
than  3.000  black  people  were  lynched 
between  the  end  of  Reconstruction  in 
1877  and  the  dismantling  of  Jim  Crow, 
while  more  than  two-thirds  of  those 
“legally"  lynched  nationally  between 
I930and  1967  were  black  people.  In  1987, 
in  the  face  of  overwhelming  evidence 
of  the  racist  nature  of  the  death  pen- 
alty, the  Supreme  Court  ruled  to  up- 
hold capital  punishment  in  McCle.skey  vs. 
Kemp,  arguing  that  to  challenge  the  racist 
nature  of  the  death  penally  "throws  into 
serious  question  the  principles  that  under- 
lie the  entire  criminal  justice  system." 
Indeed! 

Take  a look  at  Texas,  the  former  Con- 
federate state  that  leads  the  nation  in 
executions.  There,  legal  public  hanging, 
then  the  electric  chair,  and  later  lethal 
injection  took  the  place  of  extralegal 
lynching.  As  The  Rope,  the  Chair,  and 
the  Needle:  Capital  Punishment  in  Texas. 
1923-1990  (1994)  showed,  “the  line  be- 
tween legal  and  illegal  hangings  was 
often  razor-thin."  In  Texas,  black  people 
comprise  some  40  percent  of  the  death 
row  population  even  though  they  make 
up  le.ss  than  12  percent  of  the  Texas 
population. 

The  legal  machinery  of  death  is  sup- 
plemented by  killings  of  ghetto  and  bar- 
rio youth  on  the  street  by  cops  acting  as 
judge,  jury  and  executioner.  Prisons  in 
the  U.S.  teem  with  some  2.2  million  peo- 
ple— a quarter  of  the  world’s  prison  p<ipu- 
lation — some  60  percent  of  whom  are 
black  or  Latino.  This  vast,  historically 
ingrained  system  of  racist  repression 
cannot  be  fundamentally  changed  through 
tinkering  here  and  there.  Unlike  liberals 
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From  Death  Row, 
This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


Guinness  Records: 
Massacre  or  Suicide? 


For  millions  of  people  worldwide,  the  Guinness 
Book  of  World  Records  is  the  definitive  source  for  mat- 
ters great  and  small. 

Many  a conflict  has  been  resolved  by  reference  to 
it.  for  it  is  seen  as  the  last  word.  One  thinks  there  are 
more  copies  of  its  books  in  bars  and  taverns  than  in 
libraries. 

But  in  at  least  one  case,  the  venerabl'e  record  keep- 
ing agency  has  been  called  into  serious  question.  That 
case  is  the  May  13th.  1985  MOVE  Bombing,  where 
1 1 men.  women  and  babies  were  killed  by  Philadel- 
phia police. 

The  problem  arises  when  the  Guinness  agency 
notes  and  records  the  events  as  a case  of  mass  sui- 
cide— not  mass  murder.  MOVE'S  Ramona  Africa, 
who  narrowly  escaped  being  burned  to  death  during 
the  bombing,  heard  about  the  reference,  looked  it 
up  on  the  Web,  and — voila! — there  it  was:  in  the 
2008  online  edition  of  the  Guinness  Book  of  World 


Records,  in  a section  on  cult  suicides.  MOVE  (actu- 
ally "The  MOVE")  is  listed  as  one  case  among  six. 

When  she  contacted  the  Guinness  editors,  she 
received  an  answer  citing  a London  based  group 
called  the  Cult  Information  Centre  (CIO  as  the  basis 
for  its  listing. 

As  the  MOVE  Organization  itself  has  noted  in  an 
online  public  message:  We  are  not  a cult,  we’re  an 
organization,  and  we  certainly  did  not  commit  suicide 
on  May  13th,  1985.  The  U.S.  government  dropped  an 
incendiary  bomb  made  of  C4  on  our  home.  The  bomb 
ignited  a fire  and  the  fire  department  refused  to  do 
anything  to  put  out  the  fire.  They  made  a conscious 
decision  to  let  the  fire  burn.  Our  home  was  a blazing 
inferno.  1 1 MOVE  men,  women,  babies  and  numer- 
ous animals  were  burned  alive  because  of  that  fire  and 
because  cops  deliberately  shot  at  us  as  we  tried  to 
escape  that  blazing  inferno.  It’s  documented  that  frag- 
ments from  police  bullets  were  found  in  some  of  the 


bodies  of  murdered  MOVE  people.  That  is  not  suicide: 
it’s  deliberate  murder. 

In  the  October  19.  2007  reply  letter  from  Guinness 
World  Records’  editor-in-chief,  Craig  Glenday.  the 
London  based  company  cites  CIC  as  a “credible 
source"  for  its  report,  and  includes  a .section  of  the 
CIC  description  from  their  web  site,  They  insist  their 
data  is  both  "accurate”  and  "correct." 

Question:  Why  is  the  CIC  account  more  "credible” 
than  that  of  Ramona — who  was  in  the  house  and 
almost  burned  to  death?  It  is  a measure  of  the  arro- 
gance of  those  in  positions  of  power  that  no  one 
ever  tried  to  contact  MOVE  before  adding  it  to  a 
suicide  list — nor  the  one  adult  who  survived  this 
mass  murder. 

MOVE  is  circulating  an  online  petition  at;  http;// 
ipetitions.com/petition/OnaMove  or  let’s  just  keep  it 
simple,  try:  www.onamove.com.  It's  directed  at  Guin- 
ness and  the  CIC  to  retract  this  notation.  Sounds  like  a 
plan. 

From  death  row.  this  is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 

16  November  2007 

02007  Mumia  Ahu-Jamal 


Send  urgently  needed  contributions  for  Mumia’s 
legal  defense,  made  payable  to  “National  Lawyers 
Guild  Foundation”  and  earmarked  for  “Mumia,” 
to:  Committee  to  Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O. 
Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

If  you  wish  to  correspond  with  Mumia,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  SCI  Greene, 
175  Progress  Drive,  Waynesburg,  PA  15370. 


who  pose  life  without  parole — i.e.,  being 
entombed  in  prison  for  life — as  an  "alter- 
native" to  the  death  penalty,  we  are  op- 
posed to  the  bourgeoisie’s  entire  machin- 
ery of  repression. 

What  is  necessary  is  the  forging  of 
a class-struggle  workers  party  with  a 
significant  black  leadership  component. 
Such  a party  will  be  built  in  opposition 
to  both  parties  of  capital  and  will  be 
dedicated  to  mobilizing  the  social  power 
of  labor  in  defense  of  the  interests  of  all 
working  people  and  the  oppressed,  lead- 
ing to  the  expropriation  of  the  capitalist 
rulers  and  the  establishment  of  working- 
class  rule. 

In  those  stales  where  capitalism  has 
been  overturned,  we  are  likewise  opposed 
to  the  barbaric  institution  of  capital 
punishment.  While  supporting  necessary 
military  measures  in  defense  of  the 
workers  state  against  capitalist  counter- 
revolution. we  are  opposed  to  the  death 
penalty  being  part  of  the  permanent 
penal  code  of  a workers  slate.  In  this,  we 
stand  in  the  tradition  of  the  Bolsheviks 
who  carried  out  the  1917  October  Revo- 
lution. Against  this  Bolshevik  tradition, 
Stalin  took  the  temporary  emergency 
measures  that  the  young  Soviet  workers 
republic  had  instituted  to  defend  itself 
during  the  Civil  War  and  made  them  per- 
manent, twisting  them  into  the  most 
grotesque  opposite  of  what  the  Bolshe- 
viks intended  (see  “Abolish  the  Death 
Penalty!”  WV  No.  117,  9 July  1976). 
We  fight  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  remaining  deformed  work- 


ers states — China,  Cuba,  North  Korea 
and  Vietnam — against  imperialist  attack 
and  capitalist  counterrevolution.  At  the 
same  lime,  we  fight  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  against  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracies  in  these  countries. 

Our  revolutionary  perspective  is  far 
from  the  liberal  anti-Communist  pabulum 
pushed  by  various  fake-left  organizations, 
such  as  the  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization (ISO),  which  has  devoted  much 
time  and  resources  to  its  Campaign  to 
End  the  Death  Penalty  (CEDP).  An  arti- 
cle in  the  International  Socialist  Review 
(January-February  2008)  by  the  natioftal 
director  of  the  CEDP  explains  that  its 
goal  is  “to  build  struggles  that  put  pres- 
sure on  politicians  to  answer  to  us — that’s 
critical  to  advancing  the  fight  for  aboli- 
tion.” Socialist  Worker  ( 1 8 January)  makes 
crystal  clear  what  this  means,  reporting 
that  the  CEDP  is  planning  to  protest  the 
Democratic  Illinois  Attorney  General  on 
Valentine's  Day  in  order  to  "urge  Lisa 
Madigan  to  ‘have  a heart’”  in  her  dealings 
with  the  torture  victims  of  Chicago  police 
officer  Jon  Burge! 

Socialist  Worker  (26  October  2007) 
argues  that  "in  the  absence  of  pressure 
from  below  strong  enough  to  force  them 
to  do  otherwise,  the  Democrats  will  do 
what’s  necessary  to  please  the  corpora- 
tions that  fill  their  coffers."  Why  slop 
with  Madigan?  The  ISO  et  al.  might  con- 
sider going  hat  in  hand  to  Pennsylvania 
governor  Rendell,  who  was  the  District 
Attorney  who  prosecuted  Mumia  and 
who  is  also  a former  chairman  of  the 


Prepare  Now 
for  Emergency  Protests! 


On  17  May  2007  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  heard  oral 
arguments  in  Mumia’s  case,  and  there  could  be  a decision  at  any  time. 

If  the  Court  rules  to  uphold  the  death  sentence  or  denies 
Mumia’s  appeals  for  a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  have  called  for  protests  the  day  after  the 
decision.  Others  have  also  called  for  protests. 

For  more  Information  see  the  PDC  Web  site 
www.partisandefense.org 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  innocent  Man! 
FREE  MUMIA  NOW! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


Democratic  National  Committee. 

In  fact,  the  entire  gamut  of  reformist 
leftists  have  pinned  their  hopes  on  this 
capitalist  “lesser  evil,"  not  only  through 
"pressure"  in  the  streets  (not  so  visible 
these  days)  but  also  through  outright 
support  to  Democratic  Party -candidates. 
The  misnamed  Revolutionary  Commu- 
nist Party  counseled  its  supporters  in  the 
2004  presidential  elections  to  vote  for 
Democratic  candidate  John  Kerry  "if  you 
feel  you  really  have  to"  (Revolutionary 
Worker.  29  August  2004).  Workers  World 
Party  has  supported  a variety  of  Demo- 
crats and  now  leaves  open  the  possibil- 
ity of  support  to  Barack  Obama  (see 
“The  Obama  Campaign  and  the  'End  of 


Racism’  Myth."  WV  No.  906,  18  January). 

The  fight  to  abolish  the  racist  death 
penalty,  to  free  Mumia  and  all  class- 
war  prisoners,  is  an  integral  part  of 
the  struggle  to  forge  a Leninist  vanguard 
party  to  lead  the  working  class  in  the  fight 
for  socialist  revolution.  This  requires  not 
only  a break  with  the  phony  "friends  of 
labor"  in  the  Democratic  Party  and  a polit- 
ical struggle  against  the  pro-capitalist 
trade-union  tops  who  act  to  chain  the  pro- 
letariat to  their  class  enemy,  but  also 
exposure  of  the  craven  reformi.sl  left.  This 
barbaric  system  cannot  be  reformed  to 
serve  the  interests  of  workers  and  the 
oppressed;  it  must  be  destroyed  in  order 
to  open  the  road  to  a socialist  future.* 


Join  the  Campaign  to  Free  Mumia! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  "National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia”)  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  RO.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  earmarked  "Mumia"  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  tor  Mumia's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above*  NLG  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia’s  laviryer  for  this  purpose. 


Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal' 


* 4 


The  Fight  to  Free 


Mumia  Abu-J 


amal 


Organize  protest/  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia’s  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia’s  case  in  your  union  or 
organization’s  newsletter. 

Spread  the  word!  Contact  the  PDC  for 
copies  of  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
—Mumia  Is  Innocent!  This  pamphlet  arms 
activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia's  free- 
dom by  presenting  the  political  basis  of  the 
state  vendetta  against  Mumia  and  the 
explosive  evidence  which  completely 
destroys  the  more  than  two-decades-long 
frame-up  of  this  eloquent  fighter  for  black 
freedom.  It  is  available  for  $1 . Get  the  PDC 
button:  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish 
the  Racist  Death  Penalty!" — $1  each. 

Order  the  PDC  video.  From  Death  Row, 

This  Is  Mumia 

Abu-Jamal— $10  for 
DVD.  $15  for  VMS. 

Bundles  of  the 
4-page  brochure, 

Mumia  Is  an 

Innocent  Man:  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! — $2  for  25 
copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable  to  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 


^ T M - 
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Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail:  partisandefense@earthlink.net  * Web  site:  www.partisandefense.org 
R0-B0X99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York.  NY  10013  • (212)406-4252 
RO.  Box  802867,  Chicago.  IL  60680  • (312)563-0442 
c/o  Box  29574,  Los  Feliz  Station.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90029  • (213)  380-8897 
RO.  60x77462,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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WOKKeXS  VAHettAUP 


Opportunist  Left  and  the  Chavez  Referendum 


Break  with  Bourgeois  Populism! 
For  Workers  Revolution! 


Corbis  photos 


30  November  2007:  Demonstration  in  Caracas  calling  for  “yes”  vote  on  referendum  to  Increase  the  power  of  bourgeois- 
nationalist  Venezuelan  president  Hugo  Chavez  (right). 


Venezuela 


Across  the  political  spectrum,  the 
December  constitutional  referendum  pul 
forward  by  Venezuelan  president  Hugo 
Chavez  was  described  as  an  attempt  to 
institute  a "socialist  state."  The  narrow 
defeat  of  the  referendum  is  now  cele- 
brated by  a cabal  ranging  from  the  Vene- 
zuelan oligarchy  to  the  Catholic  church  to 
the  Bush  White  House  as  a victory  for 
"democracy  ” On  the  other  side,  it  has  pro- 
voked much  hand-wringing  among  self- 
proclaimed  Marxists  and  others  who  have 
promoted  Chdvez  as  .some  kind  of  "revo- 
lutionary." As  for  Chdvez  himself,  he  im- 
mediately made  conciliatory  gestures  to 
the  right-wing  opposition. 

Popular  illusions  notwithstanding.  Cha- 
vez, a former  army  colonel,  is  a bour- 
geois nationalist  administering  a capital- 
ist slate.  Far  from  undermining  capitalism 
in  Venezuela.  Chdvez's  referendum  went 
out  of  its  way  to  underline  that  private 
ownership  of  the  means  of  production 
would  be  protected  under  the  constitu- 
tion. His  proposed  referendum  was  cen- 
trally aimed  at  strengthening  the  repres- 
sive powers  of  the  Venezuelan  capitalist 
state  and  concentrating  increased  author- 
ity in  the  executive  office  of  the  presi- 
dent. While  cloaked  in  populist  rhetoric 
of  “people’s  power"  and  promising  some 
social  reforms,  such  as  a shorter  work- 
week and  pensions  for  the  self-employed, 
the  key  provisions  of  Chdvez’s  referen- 
dum sought  to  increase  presidential  author- 
ity to  declare  unlimited  states  of  emer- 
gency. to  decree  special  military  regions, 
to  transform  certain  parts  of  the  country 
into  federal  territories  under  direct  presi- 
dential control,  and  to  allow  the  president 
to  dissolve  the  National  Assembly. 

The  capitalist  state — which  at  its  core 


consists  of  the  military,  police,  prisons  and 
courts — is  the  instrument  for  the  forcible 
suppression  of  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  in  defen.se  of  the  capitalist  social 
order.  Any  augmentation  of  the  Venezue- 
lan capitalist  slate  powers  will  be  used 
against  the  working  class  when  it  struggles 
for  its  own  class  interests.  As  Marx  and 


Engels  put  it  following  the  experience 
of  the  Paris  Commune,  when  the  Parisian 
proletariat  held  power  for  nearly  three 
months  in  1871  before  being  bloodily 
crushed.  “One  thing  especially  was  proved 
by  the  Commune,  viz.  that  ’the  working 
class  cannot  simply  lay  hold  of  the  ready- 
made Slate  machinery,  and  wield  it  for  its 


own  purposes'"  (1872  Preface  to  the  Ger- 
man Edition  of  the  Comtnunisl  Manifesto 
by  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels). 

As  Marxists  who  fight  for  proletarian 
socialist  revolution  to  smash  the  bour- 
geois state  and  put  in  its  place  a workers 
state,  we  were  for  a “no"  vote  on  Chdvez’s 
referendum.  At  the  same  lime,  we  make 


clear  our  intransigent  opposition  to  the 
right-wing  forces  that  mobilized  against 
the  referendum.  Chavez  has  provoked  the 
ire  of  the  U.S.  imperialist  rulers.  Demo- 
crats as  well  as  Republicans.  In  the  event 
of  a U.S.-sponsored  coup,  as  in  2002,  we 
stand  for  the  military  defense  of  the  Chd- 
vez regime  without  giving  it  one  iota  of 
political  support,  as  with  Loyalist  Spain 
from  1936-39. 

The  fact  that  most  ostensible  Marxist 
organizations  either  openly  supported  or 
abstained  on  Chavez’s  referendum  is  testi- 
mony to  both  their  own  political  bank- 
ruptcy and  Chdvez’s  popularity.  The  very 
things  that  have  made  Chdvez  a thorn  in  the 
side  of  the  arrogant  U.S.  rulers  have  made 
him  an  idol  for  the  impoverished  masses  in 
Venezuela  and  for  large  numbers  of  young 
leftists  around  the  world.  Chdvez  has  bit- 
ingly  castigated  the  Bush  administration 
and  ostentatiously  embraced  Washington's 
chief  nemesis  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
Cuban  leader  Fidel  Castro.  He  has  con- 
demned the  U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq  and  the 
threats  against  Iran  and  denounced  the 
“neoliberal"  economic  policies  promoted 
by  the  U.S.  in  L-atin  America  and  else- 
where. He  embarrassed  the  Bush  admin- 
istration in  2005  when  he  offered  to  pro- 
vide relief  for  the  dispossessed  people  of 
New  Orleans  after  Hurricane  Katrina  (the 
offer  was  rejected).  And  as  the  U.S.  heads 
toward  a recession.  Venezuela,  tlirough  its 
CITGO  affiliate,  is  once  again  supplying 


low-cost  heating  oil  this  winter  to  poor 
families  in  23  states  in  the  U.S. 

Chdvez  is  a populist  who  has  used  prof- 
its generated  by  the  skyrocketing  cost  of 
oil  to  implement  a series  of  social  reforms. 
He  has  also  undertaken  some  minimal 
nationalization  of  industry  and  land  dis- 
tribution. These  measures,  together  with 
the  fact  that  Chdvez  boasts  of  his  zamho 
(mixed  African  and  indigenous)  heritage, 
have  earned  him  the  contempt  of  the  lily- 
white  Venezuelan  oligarchy. 

But  Chdvez  is  no  socialist.  And  by  his- 
torical standards,  he  is  not  even  a particu- 
larly radical  bourgeois  nationalist.  Mex- 
ico’s Ldzaro  Cdrdenas  nationalized  that 
country’s  oil  industry,  which  was  owned 
by  the  U.S.  and  British  imperialists,  and 
made  significant  land  redistributions  in 
the  1930s.  While  we  defend  such  bour- 
geois nationalizations  against  imperialist 
attack,  they  are  not  socialist  measures.  In 
the  case  of  Mexico,  the  subordination 
of  the  working  class  to  Cdrdenas  resulted 
in  more  than  60  years  of  corporatism 
and  the  shackling  of  the  proletariat  to 
the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party,  the 
bourgeois  ruling  party  until  2000. 

It  is  a sign  of  the  times  that  Chdvez 
today  is  embraced  as  the  leader  of  the 
fight  for  “21st  century  socialism."  As  we 
wrote  in  "Venezuela:  Populist  National- 
ism vs.  Proletarian  Revolution"  (WV  No. 
860,  9 December  2005): 

"The  popularity  of  Chdvez  and  his  ‘Boli- 
varian Revolution’  among  idealistic  young 
leftists — and  wizened  opportunists — must 
be  undersUK)d  against  the  backdrop  of  the 
coumerrevoluiiomuy  destruction  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  Among  radical  youth,  nur- 
tured by  more  than  a decade  of  'death  of 
communism'  propaganda  from  the  ‘left' 
and  the  right,  the  October  Revolution  is 
widely  perceived  to  have  been  a 'failed 
experiment.'  They  reject  as  well  the  Marx- 
ist understanding  that  the  working  cla.ss  is 
the  unique  agency  for  social  revolution 
against  the  capitalist  order.  Moreover, 
capitalism  has,  by  and  large,  been  equated 
with  that  particular  set  of  economic 
policies  known  as  'neoliberalism' — wide- 
spread privatization  of  public  facilities. 

continued  on  page  8 


Slum  in  Malurin,  Venezuela.  The  very  workings  of  capitalist  system  ensure 
continued  exploitation  and  impoverishment  of  Venezuelan  masses. 
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Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 


For  a Workers  America! 
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WV  Photo 


For  Revolutionary  Integration! 


We  prim  below  a presentation,  edited 
for  publication,  given  by  Spartadst  League 
Central  Committee  member  Don  Alex- 
ander at  a recent  gathering  of  the  SL/U.S. 
Central  Committee. 

I want  to  put  this  discussion  in  the 
context  of  the  racist  bourgeois  rulers’  all- 
out  campaign  to  kill  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
a victim  of  a deliberate  racist  and  politi- 
cal frame-up.  A ruling  from  the  Third 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  on  his  case  is 
imminent.  We  have  insisted  upon  united- 
front.  labor-centered  protest  internation- 
ally to  free  this  courageous  fighter  for 
black  freedom  and  the  oppressed,  and  we 
need  to  view  the  fight  for  his  freedom 
within  the  broader  context  of  our  overall 
revolutionary  program  for  black  libera- 
tion. The  FBI.  as  we  know,  had  Mumia 
in  their  cross  hairs  since  he  was  a 15- 
year-old  member  of  the  Black  Panther 
Party.  Against  black  militants  in  the 
1960-70s,  the  Feds  issued  a directive 
telling  their  agents:  “The  purpose. ..is  to 
disrupt. ..it  is  immaterial  whether  facts 
exist  to  substantiate  the  charge"  (Brian 
Click.  War  at  Home  (1989)).  In  1968. 
FBI  director  J.  Edgar  Hoover  vowed. 
“The  Negro  youth  and  moderate[s]  must 
be  made  to  understand  that  if  they  suc- 
cumb to  revolutionary  teachings,  they 
will  be  dead  revolutionaries." 

The  former  slave  and  revolutionary 
abolitionist  Frederick  Douglass  once 
said:  “Go  where  you  may,  search  where 
you  will,  roam  through  ail  the  monarchies 
and  despotisms  of  the  Old  World,  travel 
through  South  America,  search  out  every 
abuse  and  when  you  have  found  the  la.st. 
lay  your  facts  by  the  side  of  the  every- 
day practices  of  this  nation,  and  you  will 
say  with  me  that  for  revolting  barbarity 
and  shameless  hypocrisy,  America  reigns 
without  a rival"  {Life  and  Writings  of 
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Bengiveno/NY  Times 


Top:  1995  Philadelphia  demonstration  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  part  of 
international  campaign  protesting  signing  of  Mumia's  death  warrant. 
Mobilization  of  labor  was  key  to  winning  stay  of  execution.  Above:  NYC 
Transport  Workers  Union  members  rally  in  preparation  for  December  2005 
strike  which  shut  down  public  transport  for  three  days. 


Frederick  Douglass  [1950]).  This  is  from 
his  speech.  “The  Meaning  of  July  Fourth 
for  the  Negro,"  at  Rochester.  New  York, 
delivered  on  5 July  1852.  It  would  lake  a 


Civil  War  to  smash  black  chattel  slavery. 

As  revolutionary  Marxists,  we  also 
want  to  pay  special  tribute  to  Richard 
Fraser,  who  died  20  years  ago  this  year. 


Rourke/American-Stalesman 


New  Orleans  2005:  Aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina  starkly  illuminated  racial 
oppression  built  into  U.S.  capitalism. 


The  best  way  to  honor  his  contributions 
is  to  fight  for  the  program  of  revolu- 
tionary integrationism.  which  is  a class- 
struggle  program  that  must  be  viewed 
in  internationalist  terms — in  terms  of 
understanding  the  implications  of  the 
struggle  for  black  liberation  not  only  for 
shattering  bourgeois  rule  here,  but  for 
electrifying  the  entire  international  prole- 
tariat. As  part  of  our  struggle  to  build 
a revolutionary  workers  party,  we  are 
fighting  to  instill  in  the  most  conscious 
workers,  youth  and  the  oppressed  the 
necessity  to  eradicate  the  material  basis 
of  black  oppression  by  taking  power 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  capitalists.  This 
requires  a struggle  to  seize  the  means  of 
production  through  a .socialist  revolution 
that  eliminates  the  .system  of  capitalist 
private  property. 

This  program  of  revolutionary  integra- 
lionism  is  a fight  to  assimilate  black  peo- 
ple into  an  egalitarian  socialist  order, 
which  is  the  only  way  to  achieve 
real  equality.  While  we  fight  against  all 
aspects  of  racial  oppression,  we  point  out 
that  there  is  no  solution  to  that  oppression 
short  of  a social  revolution.  This  pro- 
gram is  in  sharp  counterposition  to  the 
program  of  liberal  integrationism — what 
American  Trotskyist  leader  James  P.  Can- 
non once  derided  and  denounced  as 
"inch-ai-a-time"  gradualism — which  is 
based  upon  the  deception  that  black  free- 
dom can  be  achieved  within  the  confines 
of  the  racist  capitalist  system.  It  is  also  in 
sharp  contradiction  to  the  petty-bourgeois 
utopian  program  of  black  nationalism 
and  separatism,  which  rejects  and  de- 
spairs of  united  multiracial  class  strug- 
gle to  abolish  this  racist  capitalist  sys- 
tem. Instead,  black  nationalism  seeks  to 
make  a virtue  of  the  racial  segregation 
and  ghetioizalion  of  black  people  that  is 
seen  as  unchangeable. 

I want  to  pick  on  one  of  our  fake-left 
opponents,  the  so-called  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party,  which  recently  issued  a 
statement  headlined  "Attention  While 
People!  What  Is  Your  Problem?!?"  and 
continued  on  page  6 


Britain:  Reformist  “Socialists” 
Embrace  Cops  and  Prison  Guards 

Reformist 
Socialist  Party 
in  Britain 
supports  “strike” 
by  prison  guards 
at  Wormwood 
Scrubs  prison 
in  West  London, 
29  August  2007. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  201  (Winter  2007- 
200H).  newspaper  of  the  Spariacisi  League/ 
Britain,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League. 
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Whal  kind  ol'  “socialist"  organisation 
would  invite  a prison  guard — a front-line 
enforcer  of  the  bosses’  brutal,  racist  “jus- 
tice" system — as  a featured  speaker  at 
its  own  public  meeting?  To  anyone 
familiar  with  the  history  and  practice 
of  Peter  Taaffe’s  wretchedly  reformist 
Socialist  Party  [associated  with  Social- 
ist Alternative  in  the  U.S.]  — notorious 
for  its  line  that  police  are  “workers  in 
uniform”  and  for  its  chauvinist  indif- 
ference to  racial  oppression — the  answer 
comes  as  no  great  surprise.  Thus,  those 
attending  the  Socialist  Party’s  "Social- 
ism 2007“  weekend  in  London  in  mid- 
November  were  witness  to  the  grotesque 
spectacle  of  Prison  Officers’  Associa- 
tion (POA)  leader  Brian  Caton  address- 
ing an  avowed  “leftist"  audience  as  a 
supposed  "trade  union”  representative. 

Outside  the  event,  a Spartacist  League 
placard  protested  that  prison  guards  are 
not  part  of  the  workers  movement.  We 
also  called  for  immigration  cops  out  of 
the  PCS.  the  civil  service  union.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  the  multiethnic  working 
class,  it  is  a scandal  that  this  union  in- 


cludes immigration  police  who  are  dead- 
ly enemies  of  the  working  class  and  par- 
ticularly of  immigrants.  But  the  presence 
of  immigration  police  and  prison  guards 
in  the  workers  movement  is  perfectly 
legitimate  for  the  Socialist  Party,  whose 
members  form  a majority  on  the  execu- 
tive of  the  PCS.  because  of  the  Taaffe- 
ites’  position  that  police  are  “workers  in 
uniform.”  Immigration  police  out  of  the 
PCS!  Prison  guards  out  of  the  trade 
union  movement! 

When  thousands  of  prison  officers  in 
England  and  Wales  staged  a dramatic 
strike  over  pay  and  conditions  on  29 
August  2007.  defying  a court  injunction, 
the  Socialist  Party  gushed:  "This  united 
and  determined  action  will  be  applauded 
by  socialists  and  trade  unionists  through- 


out the  labour  movement  and  stands  as 
an  example  of  how  to  treat  the  anti-union 
laws"  (Socialist.  6-12  September  2007). 
Prison  officers — like  the  police — are  not 
part  of  the  working  class,  but  part  of  the 
armed  fist  of  the  capitalist  state. 

Virtually  the  whole  spectrum  of  Brit- 
ish "left"  groups  supported  the  prison 
officers’  strike.  The  Socialist  Workers 
Parly  (SWP  [formerly  associated  with 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
in  the  U.S.J)  said  in  an  online-only  article 
dated  1 September  2007  that  prison  offi- 
cers "should  have  the  right  to  strike 
and  to  a union."  even  while  slating  the 
blindingly  obvious  fact  that  “many  offi- 
cers have  a proven  record  of  racism  and 
violence.”  But  what  do  strikes  by  prison 
guards  mean?  Better  conditions  to  carry 
out  their  "job.”  which  is  to  repress  and 
brutalise  the  prison  population  that  in 
capitalist  society  is  derived  overwhelm- 
ingly from  the  poorest,  most  downtrod- 
den sections  of  society.  In  Britain  the 
rale  of  incarceration  is  disproportionately 
high  for  blacks.  Asians  and  immigrants. 

One  group  peddling  its  wares  at  the 
Taaffeites’  "Socialism  2007"  event  was 
the  dubious  International  Bolshevik  Ten- 
dency (BT).  Distributing  a weaselly  leaflet 
tilled  “Which  Side  Are  You  On?  Screws 
Out  of  the  TUC!"  (10  November  2007) 
the  BT  sagely  counselled  the  Socialist 
Party  that  "the  POA  is  not  a workers’ 
organisation"  and  that  "it  is  a mistake  to 
view  their  action  as  a blow  against  anti- 
trade union  laws.”  A mistake?  The  Social- 
ist Party’s  obscene  courting  of  the  most 
irreconcilable  enemies  of  the  working 
people  is  merely  the  logic  of  its  thor- 
oughly reformist  worldview  and  pro- 
gramme. The  BT  also  seized  the  occa- 
sion to  air  its  very  own  version  of  the 
line  that  the  cops  are  “workers  in  uni- 
form." In  a BT  fringe  meeting  titled; 
“Prison  Officers:  ‘Courageous  Heroes’  or 
Bosses’  Screws.”  the  speaker  put  forward 
the  line  that  Marxists  seek  to  split  the 
police  in  a revolutionary  situation. 

In  a revolutionary  situation  Marxists 
certainly  seek  to  split  the  army  into-  its 
class  components,  winning  the  "workers 
(and  peasants)  in  uniform"  to  the  side 


of  the  insurrectionary  proletariat.  But  in 
sucking  up  to  the  Socialist  Party  the 
BT  wilfully  obscures  the  gulf  between 
soldiers,  who  are  used  as  cannon  fod- 
der in  the  capitalist  rulers’  wars,  and 
the  cops  who  hire  themselves  out  to 
break  strikes  and  to  break  the  heads  of 
minority  youth.  Bolshevik  leader  Leon 
Trotsky  described  the  enormous  hatred 
of  workers  towards  the  cops  in  Russia 
during  the  February  1917  Revolution, 
saying:  “Toward  the  police  the  crowd 
showed  ferocious  haired.  They  routed  the 
mounted  police  with  whistles,  stones,  and 
pieces  of  ice.  In  a totally  different  way 
the  workers  approached  the  soldiers.” 
Later  he  added.  “The  police  are  fierce, 
implacable,  hated  and  hating  foes.  To 
win  them  over  is  out  of  the  question” 
[History  of  the  Russian  Revolution). 

We  have  noted  elsewhere  (see  "Social 
Chauvinists  Under  the  Skin;  Dubious  BT 
Hawks  Its  Wares  to  Socialist  Party.”  Work- 
ers Hammer  No.  198,  Spring  2007)  that 
the  BT  shares  a great  deal  in  common 
with  the  Socialist  Party — both  organisa- 
tions are  saturated  with  anti-communism 
and  chauvinist  indifference  to  racial  and 
other  special  oppression.  For  more  than 
four  decades  the  Socialist  Party,  formerly 
known  as  the  Militant  tendency,  and  then 
Militant  Labour,  was  buried  deep  inside 
the  Labour  Parly.  Throughout  its  history 
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Spartacists  protest  presence  of  prison 
guards  “union”  leader  at  Socialist 
Party’s  “Socialism  2007"  event. 

it  has  been  characterised  by  social- 
democratic  anti-communism  and  abject 
capitulation  to  British  imperialism.  Over 
the  years  this  organisation  has  refused  to 
call  for  British  troops  to  get  out  of 
Northern  Ireland  and  today  capitulates  to 
the  Labour  government's  racist  “war  on 
terror."  The  notion  that  police  belong  in 
the  unions  goes  hand-in-hand  with  class- 
collaborationist  politics,  as  shown  in  the 
rotten  .sell-out  deal  the  Socialist  Party- 
dominated  PCS  Executive  negotiated  for 
its  members,  requiring  new  entrants  to 
the  civil  service  to  work  five  more  years 
to  qualify  for  a pension. 

Marxists  understand  that  the  state  is 
not  a neutral  institution  standing  above 
continued  on  page  10 
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Black  Liberation  and  the  Struggle 
for  Workers  Revolution 

As  fighters  for  black  liberation  through 
socialist  ivvolution,  ur  are  indebted  to  Ameri- 
can Tivi.skyist  Richard  S.  Fraser  who  first  de- 
veloped the  program  of  revolutionary  integra- 
tioni.sm.  In  two  talks  for  the  LA.  branch  of  the 
then-revolutionary  Socialist  Workers  Party  in 
1953.  when  Jim  Crow  segregation  was  still  the 
rule  in  the  South,  Fra.ser  e.xplained  the  mate- 
rial wots  of  black  oppression  and  underlined 
the  centrality  of  the  fight  for  black  liberation 
to  the  struggle  for  proletarian  revolution. 

Karl  Marx  proved  conclusively,  however,  that  it  was  not  greed  but  property  relations 
which  make  it  possible  for  exploitation  to  exist. 

When  applied  to  the  Negro  question,  the  theory  of  morality  means  that  the  root  of 
the  problem  of  discrimination  and  white  supremacy  is  prejudice.  This  is  the  reigning 
theory  of  American  liberalism  and  is  the  means  by  which  the  capitalists  throw  the 
responsibility  for  the  Jim  Crow  system  upon  the  population  as  a whole.  If  people 
weren’t  prejudiced  there  would  be  no  Negro  problem.  This  contention  is  fundamen- 
tally false. 

The  position  in  which  the  Negro  people  are  placed  in  U.S.  society  is  the  direct  result 
of  the  system  of  color  slavery.  Color  prejudice  under  slavery  resulted  from  the 
degraded  position  of  the  Negro.  The  Negro  was  virtually  the  entire  southern  working 
force  and  color  prejudice  reflected  the  degraded  position  of  labor  as  a whole  in  society. 
The  greatest  humiliation  that  while  men  in  the  old  South  could  undergo  was  being 
forced  to  do  productive  labor.... 

The  triumph  of  capitalism  in  the  South  brought  not  the  free  labor  market,  but  the 
adaptation  of  the  plantation  system  of  color  discrimination  and  compulsory  labor  to 
capitalist  properly  relations.  In  this  contradiction  between  the  tendency  of  capitalism  to 
operate  with  a free  labor  market  and  the  reality  of  semi-slave  labor,  all  the  weird  social 
relations  and  prejudices  which  originated  under  slavery  were  intensified  by  the  victory 
of  capitalism.... 

Discrimination  and  prejudice  in  the  rest  of  the  United  States  derives  directly  from  the 
southern  system,  feeds  upon  it.  and  like  racial  discrimination  throughout  the  world  is 
completely  dependent  upon  it.  The  capitalist  class  adapts  to  its  needs  the  fundamental 
features  of  the  southern  system.  In  every  possible  way  it  perpetuates  the  division 
of  the  working  class  by  establishing  throughout  the  entire  nation  the  basic  reciprocal 
relations  between  discrimination,  segregation  and  prejudice  which  are  so  successful  in 
the  South.... 

Discrimination  against  Negroes  in  the  United  Slates  is  so  ingrained  in  the  social 
structure  that  only  complete  destruction  of  capitalism  can  lay  the  foundation  for  the 
solution  of  the  Negro  question. 

A hundred  years  ago  Karl  Marx,  in  urging  the  American  workers  to  support  the 
struggle  of  the  slaves  for  emancipation  and  to  support  the  northern  cause  in  the  Civil 
War,  proclaimed  the  following  truth;  "Labor  cannot  emancipate  it.self  in  the  while  skin 
where  in  the  black  it  is  branded."  This  is  just  as  true  today  in  the  modern  context  of 
racial  discrimination  as  it  was  during  the  struggle  against  slavery. 

— Richard  S.  Fraser,  “The  Negro  Struggle  and  the  Proletarian  Revolution" 
(November  1953).  printed  in  “In  Memoriam— Richard  S.  Fra.ser." 
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NYC  Holiday  Appeal  Speech 


Class-Struggle  Defense  and  the 
Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


T I 


h’Piir 


usionsin  Capitalist  Courts! 


FREE  MUMIA 
ABU-JAMALH 


abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penajty! 


ARTISAN  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE 


m rA 


WV  Photo 

Partisan  Defense  Committee  counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein  speaking  at  PDC’s 
22nd  annual  Holiday  Appeal  In  NYC,  16  December  2007. 


We  print  below  a speech,  edited  for 
publication,  by  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee  counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein  given 
at  the  New  York  City  Holiday  Appeal  for 
Class-War  Prisoners  on  16  December 
2007.  The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  non- 
sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organ- 
ization associated  with  the  Spariacisi 
League. 

When  we  look  up  Mumia’s  case  in 
1987.  he  was  not  America's  foremost 
political  prisoner.  In  fad.  hardly  anybody 
knew  who  he  was.  We  were  introduced  to 
Mumia  by  the  MOVE  prisoners  whom  we 
had  begun  defending  after  the  govern- 
ment bombing  of  the  MOVE  commune  in 
Philiy  in  1985.  This  was  also  around  the 
lime  when  we.  starting  in  1986.  began  our 
program  of  sending  monthly  stipends  to 
class-war  prisoners.  But.  quite  frankly, 
it's  the  work  begun  by  the  PDC — and 
taken  up  by  many,  many  other  organiza- 
tions— that  has  made  Mumia  the  man 
who  represents  what  the  death  penalty  is 
all  about,  who  is  the  foremost  class-war 
prisoner  in  the  U.S..  and  who  has  come  to 
represent  the  fight  for  black  liberation  in 
this  country  and  the  fight  against  the 
death  penalty  internationally. 

Maureen  Faulkner,  widow  of  Police 
Office  Daniel  Faulkner,  and  a man  by  the 
name  of  Michael  Smerconish  have  just 
published  a book  called  Murdered  by 
Mumia.  It  came  out  on  December  6.  Inter- 
estingly enough,  Smerconish’s  foreword  is 
dated  December  9.  after  the  publication  of 
the  book,  to  coincide  with  the  26th  anniver- 
sary of  the  dale  of  Faulkner’s  killing  and 
the  beginning  of  the  frame-up  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  This  book,  which  came  on  the 
eve  of  an  anticipated  decision  by  the  Third 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  is  a total  rehash 
of  the  police  and  prosecution  lies  to  falsely 
convict  Mumia  for  the  killing  of  Faulkner 
on  December  9.  1981 . It  is  an  orchestrated 
attack  written  with  support  from  arch- 
reactionaries,  Smerconish.  a man  who 
considers  that  Abu  Ghraib  was  not  a ques- 
tion of  torture,  worked  with  Frank  Rizzo, 
the  notorious,  racist,  brutal  police  commis- 
sioner and  then  mayor  of  Philadelphia. 

Murdered  by  Mumia  was  written  with 
the  support  of  other  people  who  are 
known  in  the  far-right  wing.  This  book  is 
not  just  a nghl-wing  tract  that  can  be  dis- 
missed as  such.  It  is  a call  for  Mumia’s 
execution.  It  is  also  an  assault  on  those 
bourgeois  liberals  who  from  time  to 
time  have  wavered  on  the  question  ot 
Mumia’s  innocence  and  instead  have 
called  for  having  him  spend  the  rest  of 
his  life  in  prison,  for  burying  him  alive. 
It  makes  clear  that  there  are  only  two 
sides  in  Mumia’s  case.  On  one  side  is 
the  struggle  to  fight  for  his  freedom, 
based  upon  his  innocence  and  the  fact 
that  he  is  a victim  of  a racist  and  politi- 
cal frame-up.  On  the  other  side,  there 
are  the  forces  of  racist  law  and  terror,  led 
by  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Police,  who 


CORRECTION 

. A January  27  letter  by  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee,  printed  in  our 
last  issue  (“Drop  Charges  Against 
Anti-Fascist  Protester!”  WV  No.  907. 
1 February),  incorrectly  slated  that 
“Mychal  Bell  of  the  Jena  Six  is  now 
in  prison."  In  fact.  Bell  moved  into 
an  area  foster  home  in  December 
2007.  where  he  remains  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Office  of  Youth  Develop- 
ment following  a December  plea 
agreement  in  juvenile  court. 


demand  his  execution. 

1 am  not  going  to  go  through  all  the 
prosecution’s  lies,  which  are  virtually  end- 
less. We  have  written  about  them  in  our 
PDC  pamphlets,  including  the  pamphlet. 
The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  (July  2006)-  Smer- 
conish and  Faulkner  repeat  over  and  over 
that  Billy  Cook  (Mumia’s  brother)  and 
Mumia  have  never  stated  what  they  saw 
happen  the  night  Faulkner  was  killed. 
They  act  as  if  the  declarations  Mumia 
and  Cook  wrote  and  submitted  in  2001. 
along  with  the  submission  of  the  confes- 
sion of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not 
Mumia.  killed  Faulkner,  as  well  as  other 
evidence,  simply  do  not  exist.  In  fact,  the 
declarations  and  Beverly’s  affidavit  are 
on  the  original  Daniel  Faulkner  Web  site! 
Faulkner  and  Co.  make  no  bones  about 
the  political  nature  of  Mumia'*.  frame-up. 
They  reiterate  jhe  pro.secution’s  line  that 
Mumia's  Black  Panther  Party  member- 
ship proves  that  he’d  been  planning  to 
kill  cops  for  years.  They  write  that  D.A. 
Joseph  McGill  "successfully  established 
that  Abu-Jamal  had  an  anti-police,  anti- 
establishment.  anti-government  philoso- 
phy that  accounted  for  his  desire  to  mur- 
der Danny.” 

When  we  first  look  up  Mumia's  case,  it 
was  primarily  on  the  question  of  freedom 
of  speech.  Here  is  a man.  Mumia.  the 
only  man  in  recent  decades  who.  as  far  as 
we  know,  was  sentenced  to  death  because 
of  his  exercise  of  his  First  Amendment 
rights:  Mumia  was  a member  of  the  Black 
Panthers  in  his  youth,  and  1 2 years  before 
the  killing  of  Faulkner,  he  was  inter- 
viewed after  the  police  killing  of  the  Chi- 
cago Panthers  Fred  Hampton  and  Mark 
Clark.  He  said  in  the  interview  that  the 
government  was  trying  to  get  the  Panth- 
ers. that  the  Panthers  should  face  reality. 
He  called  for  "all  power  to  the  people" 
and  noted  that  "political  power  grows  out 
of  the  barrel  of  a gun."  And  for  that 
Mumia  was  sentenced  to  death,  because 
that  was  considered  to  be  the  proof  that 
he  had  always  intended  to  kill  cops! 

In  the  book.  Maureen  Faulkner  also 
paints  a vicious,  lying  portrait  of  the 
MOVE  organization,  of  which  Mumia  is 
a supporter.  His  support  of  MOVE  is  also 
part  of  the  reason  why  he  was  framed  up 
in  1981.  You  all  saw  the  PDC  video.  From 
Death  Row.  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  and 
you  .saw  the  bombing  of  the  MOVE  com- 
mune in  1985.  You  heard  Mumia  speak 
about  how  this  was  done  under  black 
Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode,  with  die 
ATF  and  the  FBI  assisting  and  providing 


the  bomb.  Faulkner  claims  that  MOVE 
“was  responsible”  for  the  bombing — that 
is,  the  killing  of  eleven  MOVE  members, 
including  five  children  and  the  incineration 
of  the  entire  neighborhood.  She  doesn't 
describe  the  circumstances  of  the  bombing. 

Faulkner  uses  thinly  veiled  racist  terms 
to  describe  Mumia's  writings,  his  support- 
ers and  the  MOVE  organization — code  lan- 
guage for  pure  out-and-out  racism.  She  also 
has  a whole  chapter  on  one  of  her  major 
supporters,  a guy  by  the  name  of  Joey 
Vento  who  runs  a well-known  cheesesteak 
place  in  Philadelphia.  Vento  is  known  for 
having  a sign  in  his  window  saying.  “This 


is  America.  When  ordering  please  speak 
English."  Faulkner  hails  this,  which  tells 
you  who  this  book  is  addressed  to. 

The  determination  of  the  bourgeoisie 
to  kill  Mumia  or  imprison  him  for  life  is 
no  less  than  the  determination  the  bour- 
geoisie showed  for  killing  the  two  anar- 
chist martyrs,  Sacco  and  Vanzetti.  who 
were  executed  in  1927;  or  for  killing  the 
Rosenbergs.  Communist  Party  supporters 
executed  in  1953  on  charges  of  giving 
“secrets”  on  the  bomb  to  the  Soviets.  Po- 
litical repression  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
workings  of  the  capitalist  injustice  sys- 
tem. and  it  is  supported  by  both  parties  of 
American  capitalism.  Democrats  as  well 
as  Republicans.  And  it  is  intended  to 
intimidate,  silence  and  punish  those  who 
rai.se  their  voices  in  opposition. 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an 
Innocent  Man! 

The  PDC  video  most  of  you  saw  to- 
night was  made  some  17  years  ago.  But 
the  man  that  you  heard  speak  there  is  the 
same  man  who  is  in  prison  today.  He  has 
not  changed  his  political  views  one  iota. 


He  said  then  that  he  was  fighting  to  cre- 
ate revolution  in  America,  “revolution 
means  change,  it  means  total  change.” 
Mumia  has  not  been  intimidated  into 
silence  since  then.  He  continues  to  be  the 
voice  of  the  voiceless,  denouncing  the 
imperial  and  colonial  slaughter  and 
destruction  in  Iraq,  denouncing  the  U.S. 
rulers'  disdain  for  the  black  and  the  poor 
left  to  die  in  the  face  of  Hurricane  Ka- 
trina. defending  immigrants,  defending 
workers  on  strike.  Now.  Mumia  is  no 
Marxist  revolutionary.  He  is  not  a sup- 
porter of  the  Spartacist  League.  But  to  the 
capitalist  rulers.  Mumia  represents  the 
spectre  of  black  revolt,  of  defiant  opposi- 
tion to  their  system  of  racist  oppression. 
For  them.  Mumia  is  a dead  man  on  leave. 

The  fight  to  free  Mumia  also  involves 
a political  struggle  within  the  movement 
of  those  who  say  that  they  are  fighting  to 
defend  Mumia.  Why  is  that'.’  Because  the 
social  power  to  free  Mumia  is  embodied 
in  the  international  working  class,  but 
there  are  obstacles  to  unleashing  that 
power.  The  so-called  left  serves  to  tie 
working  people  to  the  view  that  the  bour- 
geoisie can  somehow  be  reformed,  that 
capitalism  can  be  reformed.  And  so  we 
have  yet  another  struggle  with  two  oppos- 
ing sides.  On  one  side  are  those  bourgeois 
liberals,  trade-union  misleaders.  .so-called 
leftists  that  are  sowing  illusions  in  the 
“fairness”  of  capitalist  justice.  On  the 
other  side,  there  is  the  PDC  and  its  sup- 
porters and  cothinkers,  and  our  line  of 
class-struggle  defense,  which  means  hav- 
ing no  illusions  in  capitalist  "justice"  and 
putting  all  faith  in  the  power  of  the  masses. 


Today’s  world  is  profoundly  shaped  by 
the  impact  of  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  .state  in  1991-92  following  the 
decades  of  Stalinist  rule  there.  And  as  the 
bourgeois  rulers  proclaim  the  lie  that 
we’re  in  the  period  of  the  “death  of  com- 
munism.” the  bulk  of  the  left,  which  in  the 
main  joined  in  the  imperialist  anti-Soviet 
campaign,  places  its  political  activity  sol- 
idly within  the  framework  of  the  "demo- 
cratic" capitalist  order.  In  the  1960s  and 
1970s.  nobody  talked  about  a new  trial 
for  Huey  Newton,  or  a new  trial  for 
Angela  Davis,  or  more  recently  a new 
trial  for  Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt).  The  fact 
that  the  reformist  left  subordinates  the 
fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  to  the  call  for 
a new  trial  is  not  an  accident:  it  is  a direct 
reflection  of  the  post-Soviet  period  we 
are  in  and  what  we  call  the  retrogression 
of  consciousness. 

The  reformist  left  ties  people — who. 
through  Mumia's  case,  could  otherwise  be 
won  to  the  understanding  of  the  nature  of 
the  capitalist  state  and  what  the  necessary 
continued  on  page  II 


WV  Photos 

Left:  Philadelphia,  17  May  2007;  Workers  World  Party’s  International  Action  Cen- 
ter promotes  call  for  “new  trial”  and  illusions  in  capitalist  courts.  Right: 
Spartacists  at  protest  outside  NBC  Today  show,  New  York  City,  6 December  2007. 
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Young  Spartacus 


Platypus  Group:  Pseudo -Marxist^ 
Pro-Imperialist,  Academic  Claptrap 


Chicago 


The  Platypus  Affiliated  Society  is 
a talk  shop  that  holds  discussions 
and  movie  showings  on  two  elite  Chi- 
cago campuses,  as  well  as  blogging  ad 
nauseam  in  cyberspace  about  "refor- 
mulating the  Marxian  Left.”  Beneath 
the  "Marxian”  verbiage,  the  Platypus 
group's  political  purpose  is  defense 
of  U.S.  imperialist  “democracy"  as 
exhibited  in  particular  by  Platypus 
leader  Chris  Cutrone's  support  for  the 
invasion  and  occupation  of  Iraq!  This 
argument  echoes  the  neocons.  None- 
theless. we  felt  compelled  to  respond  to 
this  pretentious  clot  because  they  have 
been  using  our  materials  on  their  reading 
lists.  As  an  act  of  political  sanitation,  the 
Chicago  Spartacus  Youth  Club  produced 
the  leaflet  that  we  reprint  below  to  expose 
these  academic  apologists  for  U.S.  imperi- 
alism for  who  they  are.  Buyer  beware! 

Copies  of  oUr  leaflet  were  snapped  up 
by  people  attending  a 6 November  2007 
Platypus  panel  discussion.  "The  3 Rs: 
Reform.  Revolution,  and  'Resistance': 
The  Problematic  Forms  of  'Anlicapitalism' 
Today.”  In  his  closing  remarks.  Cutrone 
insinuated  that  the  left  was  ashamed  of 
its  history.  Our  comrade  responded  that  we 
are  proud  of  our  history.  We  stand  in  the 
tradition  of  the  Bolshevik  Party  that  led 
the  Russian  Revolution.  In  contrast,  both 
Platypus  and  the  new  Students  for  a Dem- 
ocratic Society  {SDS — represented  on  the 
panel  by  Marisa  Holmes)  seek  to  refurbish 
the  image  of  racist  U.S.  imperialism.  SDS 
does  this  through  appeals  to  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party. 

Our  leaflet  and  interventions  struck  a 
nerve  with  Cutrone,  who  sent  us  an  e-mail 
two  days  later  whining  that  “I  have  never 
in  any  form  suggested,  let  alone  said, 
because  I do  not  believe  that  the  U.S. 
invasion  and  occupation  of  Iraq  was  good 
and  supportable,  but  only  questioned  the 
alternatives"  (our  emphasis).  There’s  a 


Chris  Cutrone 

Platypus  leader  Chris  Cutrone  (in  suit). 

distinction  without  a difference — the 
alternative  that  Cutrone  has  “questioned" 
(repeatedly)  is  an  end  to  the  U.S.  occupa- 
tion! Workers  Vanguard  has  already  re- 
plied to  two  letters  in  which  Cutrone 
argues  that  the  blood-drenched  U.S. 
imperialists  are  playing  a progressive  role 
in  Iraq  (see  “An  Exchange  on  the  Iraq 
■Resisiance\”  WV'No.  847.  29  April  2005 
and  “Exchange  on  Iraq  Occupation.”  WV 
No.  874,  4 August  2006). 

The  SYCs  call  for  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  withdrawal  of  all  U.S.  troops 
from  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  in  doing  so, 
we  stand  in  the  tradition  of  V.  I.  Lenin, 
who  wrote  in  1915:  "Any  socialist  would 
wish  the  oppressed,  dependent  and  un- 
equal states  victory  against  the  oppressor, 
slave-holding  and  predatory  'Great'  Pow- 
ers” (Socialism  and  War).  Our  leaflet  of  6 
November  2007  was  reissued  November 
1 2 and  has  been  distributed  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago. 


The  Platypus  group,  a Chicago-based 
pseudo-“Marxian"  study  circle — whose 
defining  position  is  its  support  to  the  U.S. 
occupation  of  Iraq — is  an  acute  if  minor 
expression  of  pro-imperialist  “death  of 
communism”  politics.  Their  outlook  is 
framed  by  the  1 99 1 -92  Soviet  counterrevo- 
lution, a historic  catastrophe  for  work- 


John  Gould 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BAY  AREA 


Tuesday,  February  19,  7 p.m. 
Race,  Class  and  the  Fight  for 
Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution 
SFSU,  Cesar  Chavez  Student  Center 
Room:  Rosa  Parks  D 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  839-0851 
or  e-mail:  sycbayarea@sbcglobal  net 


LOS  ANGELES 


Wednesday,  February  27,  6:30  p.m. 

The  Russian  Revolution 
UCLA,  Ackerman  Union,  Room  3516 
Information  and  readings:  (213)  360-8239 
or  e-mail:  slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Saturday,  March  8,  4:30  p.m. 

The  Class-Struggle  Road  to 
Women’s  Liberation 
299  Broadway.  Suite  318 
(take  any  tram  to  City  Hall  or  Chambers  St.) 
Information  and  readings  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail;  nysl@tiac.nel 


TORONTO 


Monday,  February  25,  7:30  p.m. 
The  Struggle  Against 
National  Oppression: 

Why  Marxists  Advocate 
Quebec  Independence 
University  of  Toronto 
Sidney  Smith  Hall,  Room  2112 
100  St.  George  Street 
information  and  readings.  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail:  spartcan@on  aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  February  27,  6 p.m. 
Why  China  Is  Not  Capitalist 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Student  Union  Building.  Room  212 
Information  and  readings  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail:  irotskyist_vancouver@shawcabie.com 


Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

www.icl-fi.org 


ers  and  the  oppressed  worldwide,  which 
not  only  devastated  Russia  and  Eastern 
Europe,  but  also  removed  the  main  military 
obstacle  to  the  blood-drenched  U.S.  rulers’ 
imperialist  adventures.  In  its  wake,  bour- 
geois ideologues  trumpeted  that  “commu- 
nism is  dead"  and  socialism  is  a "failed 
experiment.”  The  reformist  “socialists." 
most  of  whom  cheered  the  collapse  of  the 
USSR,  have  embraced  those  same  lies. 
Today  the  reformists  accept  the  imperialist 
order  as  inviolable,  aiming  merely  to  pres- 
sure the  ruling  class  to  conform  to  a bogus 
ideal  of  liberal  bourgeois  “democracy.” 
Platypus  imbibes  the  worst  of  all  worlds: 
the  worst  of  the  reformist  left,  the  worst 
of  bourgeois  academia,  the  worst  of  post- 
modernist claptrap.  Centered  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  and  School  of  the  Art 
Institute  (SAIC],  two  bastions  of  class 
privilege  and  academic  pretension.  Platy- 
pus’s guru  is  one  Chris  Cutrone.  an  SAIC 
instructor  and  U of  C grad  student,  who 
briefly  passed  through  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  in  the  1990s.  His  Platypus  outfit  is 
of  note  to  us  mainly  because  its  reading 
lists  include  a number  of  our  Spartacist 
polemics  on  such  topics  as  imperialism, 
the  New  Left  and  black  nationalism.  But 
Platypus  guts  our  Trotskyist  arguments 
of  any  revolutionary  content,  twisting  them 
to  fit  their  own  reactionary  anti-Marxist 
ends.  So  it  is  necessary  to  restate  some 
basic  Marxist  principles  and  expose  this 
campus  talk  shop's  pro-imperialist  politics, 
in  case  anyone  might  be  fooled  into  think- 
ing they  have  anything,  "theoretical”  or 
otherwise,  to  offer  inquiring  radical  minds, 
For  Platypus,  the  fundamental  social 
divide  is  not  the  class  struggle  of  prole- 
tariat vs.  bourgeoisie,  but  an  amorphous 
and  classless  contest  of  “Left"  vs.  “Right.” 
And  according  to  the  Platypi.  “the  Left  is 
dead.”  Disdaining  a proletarian  perspec- 
tive, Platypus  argues  that  in  the  post- 
Soviet  world  the  main  forces  opposing 
U.S.  imperialism  abroad  come  from  the 
"Right.”  i.e.,  Islamic  reaction.  They  there- 
fore uphold  U.S.  imperialist  "democracy” 
against  the  Iraqi  peoples  as  the  "lesser" 
evil.  As  Cutrone  said  recently  in  one  of  his 
interminable  Web  posts:  “1  take  no  com- 
fort whatsoever  in  the  fact  that  the  U.S. 
and  the  political  process  it  is  fostering  is 
being  'resisted'  in  Iraq,  In  this  sense.  1 
would  be  happy  to  see  the  U S.  be  'suc- 
cessful' in  Iraq  (according  to  what  it 
claims  to  be  doing  there)"  (platypusl917 
yahoo  group  ["pyg").  1 3 September  2007). 
In  a 2006  letter  to  Workers  Vanguard. 
Cutrone  alibied  U.S.  imperialism’s  crimes 
in  Iraq,  writing:  "The  reality  is  that  the  US 
troops  in  Iraq  stand  between  the  Iraqi 
workers  and  Leftists  and  the  insurgents 
and  Iraqi-govemment  affiliated  paramili- 


taries" ("Exchange  on  Iraq  Occupa- 
tion." WV  No.  874.  4 August  2(K)6). 

No!  The  racist  and  rapacious  U.S. 
ruling  class — in  both  its  Democratic 
and  Republican  wings — is  an  enemy 
of  the  working  people  and  the  op- 
pressed around  the  globe!  War  is  the 
inevitable  product  of  the  capitalist 
competition  for  profits,  resources  and 
markets.  Only  socialist  revolution  can 
end  war!  Every  blow  struck  against  the 
imperialist  occupiers  is  a blow  in  the 
interests  of  workers  and  the  oppressed 
worldwide.  During  the  2003  invasion, 
we  uniquely  took  a side  in  defense 
of  Iraq,  calling  for  a class-struggle 
opposition  to  U.S.  imperialism.  Today 
we  call  for  immediate,  unconditional 
withdrawal  of  all  U.S.  troops  from 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  Insofar  as  the  forces 
on  the  ground  aim  their  fire  against  the 
occupiers  and  their  lackeys,  we  call  for 
their  military  defen.se  against  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. At  the  same  time,  we  are  intransigent 
opponents  of  the  Islamic  fundamentalists' 
and  Ba'athist  remnants'  murderous  inter- 
communal  violence,  and  warn  that,  absent 


AFP 


Nassirlyah,  Iraq;  U.S.  Marines  torture 
prisoners,  March  2003.  Cutrone 
“questions”  the  alternatives  to  brutal 
U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq. 

working-class  struggle  against  the  occupa- 
tion. the  victory  of  one  of  these  forces 
would  likely  come  about  through  a bloody 
alliance  with  imperialism. 

In  the  face  of  the  imperialists’  war 
provocations  against  Iran.  Cutrone  gro- 
tesquely argues  that  he  cannot  defend  Iran 
because  "the  U.S.  is  more  civilized”  (pyg. 
9 October  2006).  U.S.  imperialism  more 
“civilized”'.^!  Tell  that  to  the  victims  incin- 
erated at  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki,  slaugh- 
tered in  Vietnam,  tortured  at  Abu  Ghraib. 
or  left  to  drown  in  the  man-made  racist 
atrocity  in  the  face  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Iran  needs  nuclear  weapons  to  defend 
itself  against  the  blood-drenched  U.S,  rul- 
ers. Imperialist  hands  off  Iran!  As  part 
of  his  defense  of  Western  bourgeois 
"democracy"  and  "civilization,”  Cutrone 
also  nauseatingly  declares  that  "the  Israeli 
state/govt,”  should  be  defended  “against 
what  I think  Hamas  (and  even  Fatah,  e.g.. 
the  al-Aqsa  brigades)  represent”  (pyg.  15 
June  2(K)7).  We  say:  Defend  the  Palestin- 
ian people!  All  Israeli  troops,  settlers  out  of 
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WV  Photo 

Spartacist  banner  at  18  March  2007  antiwar  demo  in  New  York  calls  for  end 
to  Democratic  Party-supported  occupation  of  Afghanistan,  often  disappeared 
by  reformist  left. 


the  Occupied  Territories!  At  bottom,  the 
Isrueli/Paleslirtiun  conflict  is  one  of  inter- 
penetrated peoples,  two  populations  laying 
claim  to  the  same  small  piece  of  land, 
whose  conflicting  national  claims  cannot 
be  resolved  utider  capitalism.  The  lib- 
eration of  the  Palestinians  demands  a per- 
spective of  socialist  revolution  throughout 
the  Near  East.  We  defend  Hamas  and 
Fatah  against  the  Zionist  butchers,  while 
giving  them  not  one  iota  of  political 
support.  We  also  vigorously  oppose  act.s  of 
indiscriminate  terror  against  innocent 
Israeli  civilians,  which  only  drive  the 
Hebrew-speaking  population  toward  its 
own  ruling  class. 

At  home,  from  the  vantage  of  the  ivory 
tower.  Cutrone  disgustingly  slanders  cou- 
rageous black  militants  like  Malcolm  X as 
■■pathological"  (pyg.  26  April  2007).  The 
Platypi  hate  Malcolm  X for  the  same  rea- 
son that  the  racist  capitalist  rulers  feared 
and  hated  him:  he  was  an  uncompromis- 
ing fighter  for  black  freedom.  While  lack- 
ing a Marxist  understanding  of  the  need 
to  mobilize  the  multiracial  working  class 
independent  of  its  capitalist  masters. 
Malcolm  "X  was  a truth-teller  who  ex- 
posed the  hypocrisy  and  lies  of  the  capi- 
talist Democratic  and  Republican  parties 
and  advocated  the  right  of  armed  self- 
defense  against  Klan  and  police  terror. 
Platypus  instead  promotes  the  liberal  inte- 
grationist  program  of  Marlin  Luther  King 
and  Bayard  Rustin,  which  shackled  the 
civil  rights  movement  to  the  Democratic 
Party  of  racism  and  war  based  on  the  illu- 
sion that  black  equality  can  be  won  within 
the  confines  of  capitalism.  Understanding 
that  black  oppression  is  the  bedrock  of 
American  capitalism,  the  SYCs  fight  for 
revolutionary  iniegrationism.  We  seek  to 
mobilize  labor’s  power  to  combat  every 
instance  of  racist  discrimination,  such  as 
the  racist  political  frame-up  of  death  row 
political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  and 
the  Jim  Crow  "justice"  meted  out  to  the 
Jena  Six.  At  the  same  time,  we  understand 
that  black  freedom  will  not  be  won  short 


of  socialist  revolution.  For  black  libera- 
tion through  socialist  revolution! 

Platypus’s  academic  "Marxian”  preten- 
sions add  up  to  little  more  than  a handful 
of  Warxisi  terms — commodity  fetishism, 
alienation — gulled  of  revolutionary  con- 
tent and  wrapped  in  a fog  of  gobbledy- 
gook  cribbed  from  such  "theorists"  as  the 
dreary  German  anti-communist  Theodor 
Adorno.  Platypus’s  hot  air  has  absolutely 
nothing  to  do  with  what  Marx  himself 
considered  most  essential,  namely  that 
"class  struggle  necessarily  leads  to  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat”  (Letter  to 
J.  Weydemeyer.  5 March  1852).  As  Lenin 
explained  in  The  Slate  and  Revolution  '.  "A 
Marxist  is  one  who  extends  the  acceptance 
of  class  struggle  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  Herein  lies 
the  deepest  difference  between  a Marxist 
and  an  ordinary  petty  or  big  bourgeois.” 

The  1917  Russian  Revolution  is  a lit- 
mus test,  posing  the  question  of  prole- 
tarian dictatorship  pointblank.  The  petty- 
bourgeois  Cutrone  sneers  that  ‘■The 


Bolshevik  Revolution  was  a disaster, 
almost  from  the  beginning."  and  became 
■■less  and  less  defensible  over  time,  be- 
ginning at  least  as  early  as  1918"  (pyg. 
20  March  2007).  1918  notably  was  the 
year  when  the  Bolsheviks  expropriated 
the  bourgeoisie,  and  imperialist  troops 
invaded  to  smash  the  fledgling  workers 
stale.  As  Trotskyists,  we  hail  the  Bolshe- 
vik Revolution!  Despite  the  Stalinist 
degeneration  that  began  in  1923-24.  we 
fought  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  against 
imperialist  attack  and  counterrevolution. 
Cutrone  also  dismisses  the  Vietnamese 
workers  and  peasants'  battlefield  defeat 
of  U.S.  imperialism  as  a "pyrrhic  vic- 
tory." There  was  nothing  "pyrrhic”  about 
this  great  victory,  which  drove  out  the 
imperialists  and  overthrew  the  national 
bourgeoisie  through  a social  revolution. 
This  stinging  defeat  also  produced  the 
“Vietnam  syndrome."  helping  to  stay  U.S. 
imperialism’s  hands  militarily  for  over  a 
decade.  Today  we  defend  the  remaining 


deformed  workers  stales — China.  Viet- 
nam, Cuba  and  North  Korea — while  call- 
ing for  proletarian  political  revolution  to 
oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucracies. 

The  Platypi’s  outright  .support  to  the 
neocolonial  occupation  of  Iraq  may  set 
them  somewhat  apart  from  other  refor- 
mist leftists  active  at  SAIC  and  U of  C. 
such  as  the  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization (ISO).  Revolutionary  Communist 
Parly  (RCP).  Spark  and  Socialist  Alter- 
native (SAlt).  Not  that  this  stopped  the 
ISO  from  rubbing  shoulders  in  oh-so- 
comradely  dialogue  with  Cutrone  at  Platy- 
pus’s January  .30  "Imperialism"  forum.  At 
bottom,  no  less  than  Platypus,  these  other 
fake  socialists  stand  for  class  collabora- 
tion wjih  imperialism.  They  too  are  anti- 
Marxist  opponents  of  the  revolutionary 
workers  movement.  They  enthusiastically 
backed  (he  capitalist  rulers’  anti-Soviet 
war  drive  in  the  1980s.  taking  a side  with 
the  imperialist-backed  Islamic  reactionar- 
ies against  the  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan, 
and  then  cheering  the  Yellsin/Bush  coun- 
terrevolution that  overthrew  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1991-92.  None  of  these  groups 
took  a stand  in  defense  of  Iraq  in  2003. 
Instead,  the  ISO.  RCP.  Spark  and  SAll 
show  their  faith  in  the  capitalist  class 
enemy  by  trying  to  build  an  "antiwar 
movement"  consisting  of  ■‘peace-loving" 
people  of  all  different  classes  to  pressure 
the  imperialist  rulers  to  end  the  occupa- 
tion and  put  resources  into  “jobs  not  war." 
Their  goal  is  simply  to  pressure  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party — the  other  party  of  racist  U.S. 
imperialism — to  put  a more  ‘■humane" 
face  on  the  capitalist  profit  system. 

In  sharp  contrast,  the  SYCs  fight  to 
dispel  all  illusions  that  capitalism  can 
be  reformed  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  working  people  and  the  oppressed. 
We  fight  for  socialist  revolution  under 
the  leadership  of  a proletarian  vanguard 
party  like  Lenin  and  Trotsky's  Bolshe- 
viks. Youth  interested  in  joining  this  fight 
should  check  out  our  revolutionary  Troi- 
.skyist  program  and  literature.  ■ 


Nurses... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

government,  through  its  National  Labor 
Relations  Board,  expanded  the  use  of  this 
union-busting  ploy  with  its  ruling  on  the 
“Kentucky  River"  cases  in  October  2006 
(see  "Fight  NLRB  Union  Busting!".  WV 
No.  882.  8 December  2006). 

The  NYSNA  and  CNA  have  issued 
support  statements,  and  the  NYSNA  had 
a contingent  at  a rally  for  the  Sentosa  27 
last  year.  Members  of  these  unions  under- 
stand that  if  the  victimization  of  these  Fili- 
pino nurses  is  allowed  to  stand,  it  will  set 
a precedent  for  attacks  on  all  nurses,  espe- 
cially those  considering  strike  action.  But 
the  union  bureaucrats  dodge  a real  fight 
to  defend  the  Sentosa  nurses,  instead 
channeling  union  efforts  into  the  self- 
defeating  strategy  of  lobbying  capitalist 
politicians,  usually  Democrats  but  at 
limes  Green.s  and  Republicans. 

The  NYSNA.  along  with  other  groups 
in  the  campaign  for  the  Sentosa  27.  has 
thrown  its  weight  behind  calls  for  Demo- 
cratic New  York  governor  Eliot  Spitzer  to 
appoint  a special  prosecutor  to  handle  the 
cases  against  the  nurses.  Soon  after  the 
petition  campaign  for  u special  prosecutor 
began.  Sentosa  started  pouring  thousands 
of  dollars  into  Spitzer’s  campaign  coffers. 
The  same  Spitzer.  as  stale  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. invoked  the  slave-labor  Taylor  Law 
in  an  attempt  to  crush  the  2005  New  York 
City  transit  strike. 

And  it  was  liberal  New  York  Demo- 
cratic Senator  Charles  Schumer  who 
bailed  out  the  Sentosa  bosses  when  the 
Philippine  Overseas  Employment  Admin- 
istration (POEA)  suspended  Senlosa’s 
recruiting  license  in  May  2006  after 
the  nurses  filed  complaints.  Schumer  lob- 
bied the  Philippine  government  of  Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo.  The  POEA  quickly 
reinstated  Senlosa’s  license.  Sentosa’s 


associates  promptly  donated  $75,000  to 
the  Democratic  Senatorial  Campaign 
Committee  (DSCC)  headed  by  Schumer. 
Sentosa  had  earlier  given  some  $1 25.000 
to  the  DSCC  and  to  Schumer’s  re-election 
committee.  This  is  how  capitalist  "democ- 
racy" works.  As  Schumer  explained  in  his 
own  defense:  “I  regard  it  as  part  of  my  job 
to  help  New  York  companies.’' 

Schumer’s  Long  Island  finance  chair- 
man. Howard  Fensterman.  also  happens  to 
be  Senlosa’s  chief  attorney.  In  May  of 
2006.  Fensterman  and  the  Sentosa  bosses 
met  with  Suffolk  County  District  Attorney 
Thomas  Spota.  a Democrat  who  received 
campaign  contributions  from  Fensterman. 
to  push  for  prosecution  of  the  nurses.  Last 
March.  Spota  indicted  the  nurses  as  well 
as  their  lawyer,  who  also  was  hit  with  the 
bogus  charge  of  “criminal  solicitation"  for 
advising  the  workers  of  their  legal  rights. 
The  prosecution  of  the  nurses'  lawyer 
serves  to  strip  the  nurses  of  the  right  to 
adequate  defense  and  in  general  to  chill 
expressions  of  dissent. 

The  struggle  of  the  Sentosa  27  shows 
how  the  union  bureaucrats’  strategy  of  reli- 
ance on  the  Democrats  is  a recipe  for  dis- 
aster. This  support  to  the  political  parlies  of 
the  capitalist  class  enemy  flows  from  the 
union  lops’  acceptance  and  defense  of  the 
capitalist  profit  system  and  of  the  "national 
interests"  of  U.S.  imperialism.  In  opposi- 
tion to  the  class-collaborationist  union 
lops,  workers  need  to  forge  a class- 
struggle  leadership  in  the  unions — a lead- 
ership that  will  fight  for  a workers  parly 
independent  of  and  opposed  to  all  the 
parties  of  the  capitalist  class.  We  need  a 
workers  stale  where  those  who  labor  rule! 
Break  with  the  Democrats!  For  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party  that  fights  for  a 
workers  government! 

Suffolk  County,  a racist  hellhole  for 
blacks  and  immigrants,  is  one  of  the  most 
segregated  regions  in  the  U.S.  Last  year. 
Spota  oversaw  the  outrageous  prosecu- 


tion and  conviction  of  John  White,  a 
courageous  black  man  who  now  faces  15 
years  in  prison  for  the  crime  of  defend- 
ing his  home  and  family  against  a racist 
mob  of  white  youth  (see  "John  White 
Must  Go  Free!”.  WKNo.  905.  4 January). 
Suffolk  County  has  long  been  awash  in 
anti-immigrant  racism,  with  the  police 
rounding  up  "illegal"  immigrant  workers 
and  policies  that  make  "standing  while 
Latino"  illegal.  A local  reverend  has 
accused  the  Democratic  County  Execu- 
tive of  “ethnic  cleansing." 

Filipino  nurses  make  up  the  largest  sec- 
tion of  a huge  number  of  foreign-trained 
nurses  now  working  in  the  U.S.  The  nurs- 
ing shortage  is  due  primarily  to  a lack  of 
nursing  schools  and  teachers,  and  many 
nurses  leave  the  profession  due  to  the  low 
pay  and  horrible  working  conditions.  The 
U.S.  Health  and  Human  Services  Depart- 
ment estimates  that  8.5  percent  of  the 
nursing  positions  in  the  U.S.  are  now 
unfilled  and  that  by  2020  there  may  be 
810,000  unfilled  nursing  positions.  Thou- 
sands of  patients  die  each  year  as  a result 
of  inadequate  staffing,  just  one  example  of 
how  capitalism  sacrifices  lives  for  profits. 

Schumer’s  intervention  to  revoke  the 
suspension  of  Sentosa  touched  off  a 
storm  of  outrage  in  the  Philippines.  The 
Arroyo  regime,  backed  by  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. is  responsible  for  a bloody  campaign 
of  terror  against  leftists,  workers  and 
peasants  (.see  "Philippines:  Down  With 
Arroyo’s  Reign  of  Terror!",  WVNo.  878. 
13  October  2006).  "Labor  export"  has 
been  official  government  policy  for  over 
30  years  in  this  impoverished  neocolony 
and  remittances  from  overseas  workers — 
including  seamen  and  household  serv- 
ants. many  of  whom  are  brutally  mis- 
treated— account  for  .some  10  percent  of 
the  national  income.  Some  120.000  Fili- 
pino nurses  went  abroad  to  work  last 
year  alone.  The  Sentosa  27  have  won 
wide  support  in  both  the  U.S,  and  the 


Philippines,  including  from  the  Philip- 
pine Nurses  Association,  the  National 
Alliance  for  Filipino  Concerns,  the  Alli- 
ance of  Health  Workers  in  the  Philip- 
pines. and  the  International  Alliance  of 
Filipino  Migrant  Organizations.  Faced 
with  popular  outrage,  the  Philippine  par- 
liament has  held  hearings  into  the  case 
and  Arroyo  pledged  a token  amount 
of  money  for  the  Sentosa  nurses’  legal 
defense  last  November.  Predictably,  in 
early  February  the  Philippine  Department 
of  Justice  decided  not  to  prosecute  Sen- 
losa  for  its  recruitment  practices. 

As  the  Sentosa  27  show.  Filipino  immi- 
grant workers  can  be  a bridge  between  the 
multiracial  working  class  in  the  imperial- 
ist U.S,  and  workers  in  the  Philippines. 
Workers  in  the  U.S.  must  fight  against  the 
imperialist  subjugation  of  the  Philippines 
and  demand  the  immediate  withdrawal  of 
all  U.S.  troops  and  bases  from  there.  A 
revolutionary  workers  party  in  the  U.S. 
would  support  the  struggles  of  the  Fili- 
pino workers  and  oppressed  against  their 
own  bourgeoisie,  lackeys  of  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. As  we  wrote  in  "U.S.  Troops  Out 
of  the  Philippines!"  (WV  No.  779. 19  April 
2002):  “The  United  Slates  and  Philippine 
bourgeoisies  have  enjoyed  a neocolonial 
'special  relationship’  spanning  decades. 
The  special  relationship  that  the  Philip- 
pine and  American  workers  must  have  is 
one  of  internationalist  working-class  soli- 
darity. Led  by  a revolutionary  workers 
party,  the  American  working  class  will 
fulfill  its  task  of  aiding  the  enslaved 
masses  of  the  semicolonies  by  carrying 
out  a proletarian  revolution  in  the  bastion 
of  world  imperialism." 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  a 
legal  and  social  defense  organization  asso- 
ciated with  the  Spartacist  League,  has 
contributed  to  the  legal  defense  for  the 
Sentosa  27.  Send  donations  to:  Sentosa 
27  Legal  Defen.se  Trust,  P.O.  Box  730505. 
Elmhurst.  NY  1 1373.  ■ 
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Boston  1976:  While  racist  mobs  attacked  blacks  in  the  streets,  liberals  in  City 
Hall  and  Congress  killed  school  integration.  Below:  Spartacist  League  fought 
for  labor/black  mobilizations  to  stop  racist  attacks  on  busing  for  school 
integration,  Boston  1974. 
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Liberation... 
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concluded.  "Wake  the  F—  Up!”  (Revolu- 
tion. 9 December  2007).  This  is  the  kind 
of  unadulterated  liberalism  pushed  by  this 
group,  whose  aim  right  now  is  to  get  a 
Democrat  in  the  While  House  and  to 
impeach  Bush.  Against  this  liberal  muck, 
we  point  out  that  it  is  precisely  the  class 
foundations  of  black  oppression  that  were 
illuminated  so  well  in  Fraser’s  historical 
research  on  the  black  question  and  that 
we  have  to  assimilate.  Fraser  emphasized 
the  importance  of  studying  black  writers 
who  write  extensively  on  the  question 
of  race,  understanding  both  their  confu- 
sions and  their  contributions.  He  noted  in 
■■Revolutionary  Integration:  The  Dialec- 
tics of  Black  Liberation”  (Revolutionary 
Age.  1968)  the  following:  "The  Negro 
Question  is  a unique  racial  (not  national) 
question,  with  a movement  marked  by 
Integration  (not  Self-Determination)  as 
its  logical  and  historical  motive  force  and 
goal,  thereby  producing  a struggle  that  is 
necessarily  transitional  to  socialism  and 
a revolutionary  vanguard  for  the  entire 
working  class.” 

Today  the  struggle  for  integration, 
though  still  critical,  has  been  derailed  by 
the  liberals  and  the  reformists,  who  seek 
to  pressure  the  racist  federal  govern- 
ment and  especially  the  capitalist  Demo- 
cratic Parly  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
oppressed  and  the  exploited.  A key  turn- 
ing point  m the  derailing  of  that  struggle 
was  the  smashing  of  the  busing  program 
for  school  integration  in  Boston  in  1974- 
75,  Uniquely,  we  fought  for  labor/black 
defense  and  called  to  mobilize  the  inde- 
pendent power  of  the  working  class  to 
fight  to  extend  busing  to  the  suburbs. 

Back  in  1939.  cadre  from  the  then- 
revolutionary Socialist  Workers  Parly 
(SWP)  had  discussions  with  Bolshevik 
leader  Leon  Trotsky,  who  projected  the 
potential  vanguard  role  of  the  black  work- 
ing class  in  the  struggle  for  socialist 
revolution  in  the  U.S.  He  acknowledged 
that  he  lacked  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
question  of  black  oppression.  But  he  was 
quite  concerned  that  the  party  should 
have  a correct  orientation  toward  the 
most  dynamic  and  militant  section  of 
the  proletariat,  and  not  to  accommodate 
to  the  backward  elements  of  the  class. 
Trotsky  said,  “We  must  say  to  the  con- 
scious elements  of  the  Negroes  that  they 
are  convoked  by  the  historical  devel- 
opment to  become  a vanguard  of  the 
working  class"  (Leon  Trotsky  on  Black 


Nationalism  and  Self-Determination). 

Our  forebears,  the  Revolutionary  Ten- 
dency. the  left  oppositional  tendency  in 
the  SWP,  waged,  in  collaboration  with 
Fraser,  the  fight  for  the  program  of  revo- 
lutionary integrationism  at  the  SWP  con- 
vention in  1963.  when  that  party  was 
already  in  rapid  rightward  motion  away 
from  Trotskyism.  We  fought  against  the 
SWP’s  abstention  from  the  civil  rights 
movement  and  its  tailing  of  both  black 
nationalist  forces,  like  the  Nation  of 
Islam,  and  liberal  pacifists,  like  Martin 
Luther  King  and  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference. 

The  Fight  for  Black  Liberation 
in  the  Post-Soviet  World 

We’ve  had  many  discussions  about  the 
retrogression  of  consciousness  in  the 


post-Soviet  world.  Our  small  revolution- 
ary Marxist  group  is  under  multiple 
pressures  from  various  fronts.  We  fight 
against  the  backward  flow,  the  lower- 
ing of  the  ideological  level  by  constant 
bourgeois-liberal  pressures  that  preach 
the  lie  that  we  live  in  a “colorblind”  soci- 
ety. a democracy  where  freedom  reigns 
and  where  equality  has  basically  been 
achieved.  Or.  as  the  black  Democratic 
presidential  hopeful  Barack  Obama  said. 
“90  percent  of  the  way.”  Yeah,  who.se  90 
percent.^ 

In  light  of  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991- 
92.  the  bourgeoisie  proclaims  the  lie 
of  the  “death  of  communism."  This  has 
its  reflection  in  the  myth  of  the  “end 
of  racism"  and  the  burial  of  the  strug- 
gle for  racial  integration  as  a failed 


experiment.  As  on  all  the  fundamental 
questions — the  Russian  question,  the 
immigrant  question,  the  prospects  for 
class  struggle  against  the  capitalist 
exploiters — so.  too,  on  the  black  ques- 
tion the  political  pressure  is  to  lone  down 
and  curtail  our  powerful  Marxist  pro- 
gram in  order  to  not  alienate  the  bour- 
geois liberals  and  in  particular  the  other 
party  of  war  and  racism  and  terror,  the 
Democrats. 

We  have  to  face  reality  squarely.  There 
isn’t  much  multiracial  class  struggle 
against  the  capitalist  rulers  today.  But 
there  will  be.  The  contradictions  of  capi- 
talism necessarily  generate  class  strug- 
gle. and  the  fight  for  black  liberation  in 
the  U.S.  can  be  a powerful  motor  force 
for  sparking  class  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  rulers.  Some  of  us  here  remem- 
ber that  the  mass-based  civil  rights 
movement,  though  misled  and  derailed 
by  liberal  reformism,  played  a powerful 
role  in  shattering  the  anli-Communist 
consensus  of  the  McCarthyite  witchhunt 
of  the  1950s. 

Our  strategic  perspective  is  to  forge 
black  Trotskyist  cadre,  leaders  of  a 
Leninist-Trotskyist  vanguard  party  rooted 
in  the  entire  working  class  and  waging  a 
fight  on  behalf  of  all  of  the  oppressed  to 
win  conscious  workers  to  the  fight  for 
abortion  rights  for  women,  democratic 
rights  for  gays  (including  the  right  to 
marriage),  and  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants,  which  is  an  integral  part 
of  the  fight  for  socialist  revolution. 
There's  been  a ratcheting  up  of  the  anti- 
sex  witchhunt  against  "crimes  without 
victims."  against  prostitution,  pornogra- 
phy. The  racist  “war  on  drugs”  heavily 
impacts  upon  black  women,  who  are 
having  their  kids  snatched  away  from 
them  and  are  a rapidly  growing  propor- 
tion of  those  behind  bars. 

Our  struggle  for  black  freedom  is  not 
confined  to  the  national  terrain.  The  link 
between  the  U.S.  imperialist  wars  abroad 
in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  and  the  rising 
racist  reaction  at  home  should  be  quite 
clear.  We  have  pointed  out  in  our  press  that 
Charles  Graner,  one  of  the  guards  involved 
in  torture  at  Abu  Ghraib.  was  also  a guard 
at  the  prison  where  Mumia  is  housed, 
accused,  among  other  things,  of  slipping  a 
razor  blade  into  an  inmate’s  food.  We  have 
something  special  to  say  to  the  majority  of 
the  oppressed  black  masses,  who  in  larger 
numbers  historically  oppose  U.S.  imperi- 
alist adventures  against  dark-skinned  peo- 
ples: the  violent  and  bloody  and  corrupt 
and  hypocritical  ruling  class  that  slaugh- 
ters Iraqis  and  Afghanis  is  the  same  ruling 
class  whose  cops  gun  down  black  youth 
and  Latinos  on  a daily  basis.  This  occurs  in 
a country  in  which  there’s  a proliferation 
of  nooses  as  a means  of  inciting  racist 
terror,  including  even  in  workplaces  and 
working-class  areas. 

Our  literature  must  address  the  anti- 
China  imperialist  "human  rights”  cam- 
paign in  relationship  to  Darfur.  Sudan, 
especially  now  with  the  upcoming  Olym- 
pics in  Beijing.  A lot  of  black  liber- 
als have  joined  with  Zionists  and  other 
reactionaries  in  pushing  for  "humanitar- 
ian” imperialist  intervention  into  Darfur 
under  the  umbrella  of  the  United  Nations 
and  other  imperialist  forces.  They’re 
appealing  for  humanilarianism  from  the 
same  U.S.  imperialist  ruling  class  that 
during  the  apartheid  era  had  a policy 
of  “constructive  engagement”  with  the 
apartheid  butchers  in  South  Africa. 

Meanwhile,  by  their  own  numbers  the 
bourgeois  press,  which  likes  to  laud  U.S. 
imperialism  today  about  its  “aid  to 
Africa"  on  the  question  of  AIDS,  can't 
hide  the  truth  about  how  the  AIDS  epi- 
demic here  in  the  U.S.  is  taking  a heavy, 
disproportionate  toll  upon  black  people. 
There  was  a recent  report  that  in  the  U.S. 
in  2005  alone  some  17.000  people  died 
from  AIDS.  There’s  no  decent  health 
care  in  this  country  for  millions,  and  the 
capitalist  exploiters  put  nothing  before 
their  profits.  They  never  have  and  they 
never  will.  The  struggle  for  black  libera- 
tion is  explosive  not  simply  because  of 
the  weight  that  black  workers  still  have 
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izalion.  although  there  are  people  who 
listen  to  him  and  read  his  columns  in 
black  newspapers,  but  to  point  to  the  dif- 
ferent manifestations  of  bourgeois-liberal 
ideology  out  there.  Ofari  cites  black 
Democratic  mayor  Ron  Dellums  in  Oak- 
land. He  says  black  leaders  need  to  learn 
from  Dellums.  figure  out  a way  to  work 
with  Latino  politicians,  like  Dellums 
does,  and  build  a multiethnic  coalition. 
It  all  amounts  to  different  ways  of  slic- 
ing up  an  ever-shrinking  piece  of  the 
capitalist  pie.  We  vigorously  fight  against 
anti-immigrant  and  anti-Latino  chauvin- 
ism while  challenging  the  deeply  en- 
trenched anti-black  racism  that  forms  the 
cornerstone  of  U.S.  capitalism.  We  just 
published  our  new  Bhuk  History  ami  the 
Class  Sirtiiigle  pamphlet,  which  has  a 
number  of  important  articles  on  this 
question. 

I want  to  refer  to  a piece  by  Richard 
Fraser  called  “On  the  Negro  Question." 
an  SWP  internal  document  dated  7 June 
1952.  In  his  opening  paragraph.  Fraser 
states:  “The  existence  of  discrimination 
against  and  segregation  of  Negroes  in  the 
U.S.  is  an  historically  unique  form  of 
oppression  and  exploitation  in  that  it  is 
a special  form  which  can  be  identified 
neither  with  class  nor  national  oppres- 
sion. The  problem  of  its  elimination  from 
American  life  is  a great  challenge  to 
American  Marxism.  I would  hazard  that 
of  all  the  theoretical  problems  of  Ameri- 
can Marxism  the  Negro  question  is  the 
only  one  which  is  especially  unique,  truly 
American,” 

Now.  in  this  fine  document  Fraser  also 
stated  that  the  SWP  had  pronounced  theo- 


as  a highly  unionized  layer  of  the  work- 
ing class,  but  because  it  threatens  to 
destabilize  imperialist  rule  at  home  and 
has  internationalist  implications. 

The  “End  of  Racism”  Myth 

During  the  period  of  the  bipartisan 
anti-Soviet  war  drive,  we  used  to  run  arti- 
cles such  as  "Blacks  Don’t  Cry  for  Soli- 
damos'd"  (WPNo.  297,  22  January  1982). 
in  reference  to  the  CIA-  and  Vatican- 
backed  clerical-nationalist  “union"  that 
spearheaded  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  the  Polish  deformed  workers  stale.  You 
had  black  press  running  headlines  like. 
“Democracy  in  Poland — by  Reagan?"  We 
ran  headlines  like  “The  KKK  Doesn’t 
Ride  in  Moscow"  ( WV  No.  389,  1 8 Octo- 
ber 1985)  as  part  of  our  fight  to  win 
American  workers  to  the  defense  of  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  stale. 

In  the  U.S..  our  labor/black  mobiliza- 
tions that  have  swept  the  Klan  and  Nazi 
fascists  off  the  streets  over  the  past 
decades  were  built  in  political  confronta- 
tion with  the  black  Democrats  and  their 
reformist  tails.  Our  press  must  educate 
our  youth  and  our  working-class  reader- 
ship  about  our  history  on  the.se  ques- 
tions. about  what  strategy  and  program  is 
necessary  to  smash  the  roots  of  black 
oppression,  which  lie  and  are  lodged  in 
the  very  structure  of  racist  American 
capitalism. 

As  I said  earlier,  the  flipside  of  the 
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with  unions,  black  rights,  immigrant 
rights,  women’s  rights.  But  while  the 
Democrats  smile  in  your  face,  they  keep 
their  dagger  hidden.  Obama  denies  that 
the  Jena  Six  case  had  anything  to  do  with 
race.  This  is  not  just  a program  of  color- 
blindness. It’s  in  fact  a program  for  sub- 
ordinating the  interests  of  the  working 
masses  to  the  capitalist  rulers  in  the 
name  of  "national  unity”  patriotism. 

Every  day  in  this  sick,  barbaric,  capi- 
talist society,  black  people  are  con- 
fronted with  the  legacy  of  slavery  and 
the  enduring  reality  of  the  color  line, 
which  obscures  the  fundamental  division 
of  society  into  antagonistic  social  classes 
with  irreconcilably  opposed  class  inter- 
ests. While  Obama  was  celebrating  his 
victory  in  South  Carolina.  Confederate 
Hags — the  flag  of  slavery — were  flying 
around  him.  This.  143  years  after  the 
defeat  of  the  slavocracy  in  the  Civil  War! 
That's  why  we  have  a lot  of  unfinished 
business. 

Today  the  racism  is  increasingly  bla- 
tant. The  liberal  New  York  Times  now 
romanticizes  the  days  when  while  per- 
formers performed  in  blackface,  the  min- 
strel shows.  They  had  an  article  a few 
months  ago  about  A1  Jolson  and  what  a 
wonderful  guy  he  was.  Black  women  are 
called  "nappy-headed  hos.”  while  that 
racist,  sexist  pig  Don  Imus  predictably 
gels  a mere  slap  on  the  wrist,  and  is 
now  back  on  the  air.  There  are  increased 
racist  provocations  and  attacks,  which  the 
multiracial  labor  movement  must  fight 
tooth  and  nail.  All  this  must  be  part 
of  the  fight  to  build  a class-struggle 
workers  party  that  will  fight  for  a work- 
ers government. 

For  the  Unity  and  Integrity  of 
the  Working  Class! 

Increasingly  today,  petty-bourgeois 
black  “leaders"  are  playing  the  anti- 
immigrant  card,  and  they’re  getting 
slicker  about  it.  trying  to  maintain  their 
slice  of  the  dwindling  pie.  One  of  those 
who  was  once  a friend  of  Dick  Fraser’s, 
and  used  to  be  my  friend  too  when  he 
was  some  kind  of  radical,  is  Earl  Ofari 
Hutchinson.  He  is  especially  important 
in  L.A.  He  has  written  extensively  on 
blacks  and  the  left  In  his  belter  days 
he  wrote  a manuscript  called  "Blacks 
and  the  Early  American  Left:  A Study 
in  History  Reconstructed,”  which  is  a 
very  u.seful  analysis  about  the  role  of 
the  Communist  Party  in  winning  over 
a layer  of  blacks  in  its  early  decades. 
But  today,  he’s  a straight-out  bourgeois 
liberal.  He  recently  wrote  a book  called 
The  Latino  Challenge  to  Black  Amer- 
ica (2007)  where  he  argued  that  there’s 
a layer  of  Latino  capitalist  politicians 
who  recognize  the  numerical  superiority 
of  Latinos  today  and  the  black  politi- 
cians have  to  work  with  them,  because 
these  black  politicians  can't  have  as 
many  posts  and  positions  as  before.  Ofari 
argued  in  this  book  that  black  people 
shouldn’t  just  rely  on  the  Democrats  but 
should  look  to  other  bourgeois  politi- 
cians as  well. 

The  reason  why  I mention  Ofari  is  not 
because  he  represents  any  kind  of  organ- 
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retical  weaknesses  on  the  black  question, 
but  that  “Our  party  does  have  an  enviable 
record  in  practical  struggle.  We  have 
never  neglected  an  opportunity  to  enter 
into  a struggle  against  Jim  Crow  and 
its  various  manifestations  when  it  was 
physically  possible  for  us  to  do  so.  When 
it  was  impossible  for  us  to  engage  organ- 
izationally in  a struggle,  our  press  was 
tireless  in  its  defense  of  the  Negro  strug- 
gle and  exposed  every  faker  who  sought 
continued  on  page  8 


and  1 made  a trip  to  Detroit  a couple 
years  ago.  there  was  an  article  in  the 
local  press  about  a funeral  home  that 
had  closed  on  the  very  economically 
devastated  west  side  of  Detroit.  For  some 
reason  the  cops  opened  up  this  funeral 
home,  and  coffins  were  still  in  there 
with  two  black  males.  To  the  racist  capi- 
talist rulers,  black  life  is  increasingly 
expendable.  And  not  only  black  life — 
just  look  at  the  war  being  waged  against 
the  Latino  and  immigrant  populations. 


Black  History 
and  the  Class  Struggle 
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It’s  an  all-sided  class  war  against  the 
oppressed.  The  crumbling  anarchic  capi- 
talist economy  also  deeply  impacts  the 
white  working  class  and  the  middle 
class.  People  are  victimized  by  parasitic 
capitalists.  You  can  see  it  with  the  home 
foreclosures. 

The  upcoming  presidential  election  is 
significant  in  the  sense  that  for  the  first 
lime  ever,  the  Democratic  nomination 
will  likely  either  go  to  a woman.  Hillary 
Clinton,  or  a black  man.  Barack  Obama. 
Obama  says  this  is  a post-racial  America. 
He  can  say  that,  but  a lot  of  his  black  sup- 
porters are  rightfully  worried  about  some 
racist  nut  taking  him  out.  Sections  of  the 
ruling  class,  whose  interests  and  “demo- 
cratic" image  have  been  damaged  by  the 
last  eight  years  of  the  Bush  regime,  now 
seek  to  put  into  office  the  historically  pre- 
ferred instrument  for  carrying  out  future 
imperialist  wars,  the  “friends  of  labor" 
Democratic  Party. 

You  might  wonder  why  a black  bour- 
geois politician  such  as  Obama  can  deny 
the  deep-seated  racism  at  the  heart  of 
U.S.  capitalism.  Well,  he’s  one  of  those 
middle-class  beneficiaries  of  the  civil 
rights  movement;  he’s  a reflection  of  the 
utter  bankruptcy  of  the  so-called  black 
leadership,  many  of  whom  were  mayors 
in  the  ’80s  and  administered  capitalist 
austerity  programs  and  racist  cutbacks. 
Many  of  these  black  capitalist  politi- 
cians— Coleman  Young  in  Detroit  and 
Tom  Bradley  in  L.A.  come  to  mind — 
were  supported  by  the  fake  left.  The 
Republicans  are  pretty  up-front  about 
their  program.  They  want  to  do  away 


south  Africa:  Permanent  Revolution 
n.  “Two-Stage"  Stalinist  Retrayal 


bourgeoisie's  "death  of  communism"  tri- 
umphalism is  the  myth  of  the  "end  of 
racism."  This  is  particularly  embodied  in 
the  Obama  campaign.  But  as  you  go  to 
any  big  city,  you  will  see  the  shuttered 
factories,  the  huge  population  of  the  hun- 
gry and  the  homeless  and  the  nearly  50 
million  people  in  this  country  without 
health  care.  In  Detroit,  unemployment 
stands  at  70  percent  among  black  youth, 
forcing  many  to  survive  on  the  streets  by 
any  means  necessary.  When  a comrade 
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Black 

Liberation... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

lo  subordinate  it  to  other  considerations." 
Now.  he  wrote  this  during  the  period  of 
the  McCarthyite  witchhunt;  today  we  face 
the  political  pressures  of  the  post-Soviet 
world.  But  we.  too.  have  an  enviable 
record. 

The  Material  Roots  of 
Black  Oppression 

As  an  oppressed  race-color  caste,  black 
people  are  integrated  into  the  capitalist 
economy  but  forcibly  segregated  at  the 
bottom  of  society.  The  recent  Supreme 
Court  decision  scrapping  school  integra- 
tion plans  in  a couple  of  cities  was  a dec- 
laration of  intent  of  segregation  forever. 
This  goes  along  with  the  more  outspoken 
pseudo-scientific  racism  that's  beginning 
to  deepen,  even  in  the  mouths  of  scien- 
tists like  James  Watson — who.  by  the 
way.  gave  little  to  no  credit  lo  Rosalind 
Franklin,  disparaging  her  critical  role  in 
the  discovery  of  DNA. 

A former  member  of  the  Student  Non- 
violent Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC). 
H.  Rap  Brown  [Jamil  Al-Amin].  pul  it 
very  well; 

“Color  is  the  first  thing  Black  people 
in  america  become  aware  of.  You  are 
born  into  a world  that  has  given  color 
meaning  and  color  becomes  the  single 
most  determining  factor  of  your  exis- 
tence. Color  determines  where  you  live, 
how  you  live  and.  under  certain  circum- 
stances. if  you  will  live.  Color  deter- 
mines your  friends,  your  education,  your 
mother’s  and  father's  jobs,  where  you 
play,  what  you  play  and.  more  impor- 
tantly. what  you  think  of  yourself. 

"In  and  of  itself,  color  has  no  mean- 
ing. But  the  white  world  has  given  it 
meaning — political,  social,  economic, 
historical,  physiological  and  philosophi- 
cal. Once  color  has  been  given  mean- 
ing. an  order  is  thereby  established"  (Die 
N-—rDief.  1969). 

In  the  same  book,  he  also  stated,  "Being 
Black  in  this  country  is  like  somebody 
asking  you  to  play  white  Russian  roulette 
and  giving  you  a gun  with  bullets  in 
all  the  chambers.  Anyway  you  go.  Jim. 
that's  your  ass." 

Along  with  others — many  with  his 
courage — H.  Rap  Brown  was  a national- 
ist. He  had  a classless  view  of  society,  a 
view  that  led  many  black  radicals  of  the 
era  of  the  civil  rights  movement,  like  the 
Panthers,  to  reject  the  only  road  lo  black 
liberation — i.e.,  the  program  of  revolu- 
tionary integrationism.  the  mobilization 
of  the  multiracial  labor  movement  in  the 
struggle  for  black  freedom. 

1 mentioned  the  recent  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  decision  against  school  integration 
because  it  strikes  deep;  it  strikes  home.  It 
potentially  jeopardizes  almost  a thousand 
other  such  desegregation  plans.  We  know 
that  for  many  years  the  attacks  on  integra- 
tion have  been  full  steam  ahead.  But  this 
takes  us  back  to  1896.  in  which  the  “sep- 
arate but  equal"  doctrine  was  codified  in 
the  Plessy  v.  Ferguson  Supreme  Court 
decision.  Homer  Plessy.  a man  of  mixed- 
race  ancestry,  sued  in  Louisiana  when  he 


was  refused  seating  in  the  so-called 
“white  section"  of  a train.  The  court  deci- 
sion said  that  if  black  people  regard  this 
as  racial  discrimination,  it’s  because  they 
choose  to  put  such  an  interpretation  on  it. 

The  era  after  Reconstruction,  the  most 
radical  period  in  American  history,  was 
contradictory.  It  was  punctuated,  as  we 
know,  with  the  revolt  of  the  white  farm- 
ers in  the  1880s  alongside  black  farmers 
and  the  ri.se  of  the  Populist  Parly  led  by 
Tom  Watson,  who  eventually  became  a 
virulent  white  supremacist.  By  the  end  of 
the  1 9th  century,  white  supremacy  pre- 
vailed South  and  North,  backed  up  by 
the  state  and  federal  governments. 

The  period  at  the  end  of  the  1 9th  cen- 
tury. which  culminated  with  the  formal 
disenfranchisement  and  entrenchment  of 
legal  segregation  of  black  people  as  an 
oppressed  race-color  caste,  also  saw  the 
entry  of  U.S.  imperialism  on  the  world 
scene.  This  was  manifested  in  the  impe- 
rialist subjugation  of  dark-skinned  peo- 
ples in  Cuba,  the  Philippines  and  Hawaii. 


and  carried  out  under  the  racist  watch- 
word of  the  "while  man’s  burden.”  This 
is  the  context  in  which  conservative 
black  leader  Booker  T.  Washington  arose. 
He  was  a product  of  the  defeat  of  Recon- 
struction. The  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  were 
driving  to  keep  black  people  in  their 
"place"  in  order  to  divide  the  working 
class  and  also  to  keep  white  workers 
down. 

Booker  T.  Washington  assured  the 
white  racist  rulers:  "The  wi.sest  among 
my  race  understand  that  the  agitation  of 
questions  of  social  equality  is  the  extrem- 
ist folly.”  He  advocated  an  alliance  with 
the  while  capitalists  and  said  that  these 
are  the  greatest  friends  of  black  people, 
regarding  white  workers  as  lower-class 
trash.  There’s  a revival  of  Booker  T. 
Washingtonism,  if  you  will,  in  this  post- 
Soviet  period.  Ex-radical  black  writers — 
many  of  whom  were  years  ago  calling 
him  what  he  was.  an  Uncle  Tom  accom- 
modationisl  to  racist  segregation — are 
now  claiming  that  he  was  about  uplift. 
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about  giving  black  people  some  skills, 
self-esteem,  self-respect.  There’s  a book 
called  Crisis  of  the  Black  Intellectual 
by  a Southern  Connecticut  State  Univer- 
.sity  professor.  W.D.  Wright.  In  the  book. 
Wright  has  some  criticisms  of  Cornel 
West  and  of  the  feminists  and  of  black 
“leaders”  like  Al  Sharpton  and  Jesse 
Jackson.  But  then  he  points  lo  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  says  that  this  is  what  we 
need  today.  We  need  someone  like  that. 
Wright  says,  because  the  fight  for  racial 
integration  is  old  hat. 

During  our  subscription  drive  last  year, 
we  ran  into  several  black  students  who 
thought  that  the  Civil  War  was  unimpor- 
tant because  it  didn’t  end  racism,  while 
dismissing  organizations  like  the  Pan- 
thers that  fought  for  armed  self-defense 
against  racist  terror  as  a thing  of  the  past. 
Where  does  such  an  outlook  come  from? 
It  comes  from  defeats,  from  despair  of 
the  possibility  of  mobilizing  the  multi- 
racial working  class  lo  fight  against  black 
oppression  and  on  behalf  of  the  poor 
and  exploited.  We  oppose  those  who  say 
that  separate  can  be  equal,  that  there’s 
a separate  road  for  black  liberation  inde- 
pendent of  the  rest  of  American  society. 
Our  revolutionary  program  underlines 
that  the  fight  for  black  liberation  cannot 
be  achieved  through  liberal  integration- 
ism  or  petty-bourgeois  black  nationalism 
and  separatism,  but  rather  through  the 
struggle  for  revolutionary  integrationism. 
the  struggle  for  black  liberation  through 
socialist  revolution. 

Incarceration,  Unemployment 
and  Black  Oppression 

We  cannot  deny  the  minimal  gains 
won  through  massive  social  struggle  dur- 
ing the  civil  rights  movement,  gains  that 
have  increased  the  growth  of  a black 
middle  class  up  until  today,  with  more 
black  elected  officials  in  government  and 
more  corporate  officials,  as  well  as  more 
black  judges  and  cops,  enforcers  for  the 
racist  capitalist  state.  The  black  middle- 
class  elements  are  growing  and  there  are 
sharper  class  divisions  within  the  black 
population.  But  the  American  bourgeoi- 
sie remains  overwhelmingly  white.  At 
the  same  lime,  the  ruling  class  has  a 
new  layer  of  younger,  black  capitalist 
politicians  like  Cory  Booker  in  Newark. 
New  Jersey,  and  Obama,  who  are  being 
pushed  forward  to  repackage  the  “end  of 
racism"  lies. 

While  the  bourgeois  black  politicians 
regard  themselves  as  the  "natural  leaders 
of  the  black  masses."  black  workers  are 
still  a strategic  component  of  the  prole- 
tariat. forming  an  organic  link  to  the 
downtrodden  ghetto  masses.  The  black 
proletariat  has  borne  the  brunt  of  racist 
cutbacks  and  layoffs.  But  one  can  also 
see  the  potential  for  integrated  class 
struggle,  like  during  the  2005  New  York 
transit  strike  and  the  2007  Pascagoula, 
Mississippi,  shipyard  strike  of  white  and 
black  workers  against  the  largest  naval 
shipbuilder  in  the  world.  At  the  same 
lime,  in  relationship  lo  the  Latino  prole- 
tariat. the  weight  of  the  black  proletariat 
has  shrunk,  and  I think  that  the  statistics 
are  indicative. 

From  1 983  lo  2002,  there  were  2.3  mil- 
. lion  more  craft  and  skilled  manufactur- 
ing jobs,  with  the  percentage  of  blacks 
increasing  from  6.8  percent  to  7.4  percent. 
However.  Latinos  increased  from  8.5  per- 
cent of  craft  jobs  to  1 7. 1 percent,  a huge 
increase.  The  number  of  unskilled  manu- 
facturing jobs  in  that  period  decreased  by 
1. 3 million,  with  blacks  remaining  steady 
at  1 4 to  1 5 percent,  while  the  percentage 
of  Latinos  increased  from  9.4  percent  to 
20.9  percent.  This  represents  a significant 
decline  in  the  number  of  black  manufac- 
turing workers.  There’s  been  an  increase 
of  Latino  workers  in  non-farm  laboring 
jobs — helpers,  handlers,  textile,  etc.  It’s 
important  to  look  at  the  numbers. 

Also’  you  have  to  look  at  the  question 
since  the  I960s.  In  a book  called  fwrywA.v 
and  Freedom:  Race  and  Labor  in  Amer- 
ica Since  !H65.  Robert  H.  Zieger  noted 
that  the  greatest  relative  gains  in  earn- 
ings for  black  Americans  occurred  in  the 
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South  in  the  1960s,  By  the  late  '70s,  the 
economists  and  statisticians  had  con- 
cluded that  the  rise  of  black  employment 
in  Southern  industry  accounted  for  the 
bulk  of  the  recent  income  gains.  Clearly 
that  was  affected  very  greatly  over  the 
following  decade  with  deindustrialization 
and  the  shift  toward  high-tech  and  service 
sector  jobs.  And  black  workers  took  a 
very  big  hit.  The  deindustrialization  of 
the  American  heartland  hit  young  black 
men  with  particular  force.  I earlier  men- 
tioned the  unemployment  rate  of  young 
blacks  ini  Detroit  as  an  example — th^ 
average  in  most  cities  is  around  50  per- 
cent. It  understates  the  number  of  peo- 
ple unemployed  who  don't  even  bother 
to  look  for  work  because  there  aren't 
any  jobs. 

And  then  there's  the  question  of  incar- 
ceration. In  that  regard,  the  .statistics  and 
figures — when  you  think  about  the  incar- 
ceration of  blacks  in  this  country — arc 
quite  staggering.  This  is  not  Jim  Crow; 
but  it’s  certainly  an  intensification  of  the 
caste  oppression  of  black  people. 

Nationally.  2 percent  of  the  population 
cannot  vote  as  a result  of  felony  convic- 
tfons.  Some  13  percent  of  black  males 
are  disenfranchised,  with  one  in  four  per- 
manently barred  from  voting  in  seven 
stales.  In  Florida,  nearly  one-third  of  all 


tion  of  mandatory  sentencing  imposing 
harsher  terms  for  those  found  in  posses- 
sion of  crack  cocaine.  And  we  know  the 
role  of  black  Democrats  like  Jack.son  and 
Sharpton  in  supporting  and  pursuing  the 
racist  “war  on  drugs."  a key  linchpin  of 
increasing  incarceration. 

In  the  Transitional  Program  (1938). 
Trotsky  noted  that  under  decaying  capi- 
talism. unemployment  was  taking  on  not 
only  a conjunctural  but  structural  charac- 
ter. He  wrote: 

"Under  the  menace  of  its  own  disintegra- 
tion. the  proletariat  cannot  permit  the 
transformation  of  an  increasing  section 
of  the  workers  into  chronically  unem- 
ployed paupers,  living  off  the  slops  of  a 
crumbling  society.  The  right  to  employ- 
ment is  the  only  serious  right  left  to  the 
worker  in  a society  based  upon  exploita- 
tion. This  nghi  today  is  being  shorn  from 
him  at  every  step.  Against  unemploy- 
ment. 'structural'  as  well  as  'conjunc- 
tural.'  the  lime  is  right  to  advance,  along 
with  slogans  of  public  works,  the  slogans 
of  a sliding  scale  of  working  hours 
Trade  unions  and  other  organizations 
.should  bind  the  workers  and  the  unem- 
ployed together  in  solidarity  of  mutual 
responsibility," 

It  is  precisely  this  point  that  was  under- 
.scored  by  the  horrific  racist  atrocity  .seen 
in  the  devastating  effects  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  along  with  the  rapidly  crumbling 
infrastructure  that  highlights  the  urgency 


Troops  and  cops  rounded  up  minority  youth  in  South  Central  L.A.  during 
1992  explosion  after  acquittal  of  racist  cops  in  Rodney  King  beating.  L.A. 
mayor  Tom  Bradley  (inset),  one  of  black  Democratic  Party  mayors  whose  job 
was  to  keep  lid  on  ghetto  unrest. 


black  men  are  permanently  disenfran- 
chised. With  only  12  percent  of  the  U.S. 
population,  blacks  comprise  over  40  per- 
cent of  prison  inmates,  six  times  the  rate 
of  imprisonment  for  whites.  The  soaring 
rate  of  black  imprisonment  has  been  a 
subject  of  public  discussion  and  political 
debate  for  two  decades,  with  the  rise  of 
"three  strikes"  laws,  the  intensification 
of  the  “war  on  drugs"  and  the  introduc- 


of binding  together  unionized  workers 
and  the  unemployed  and  unorganized.  We 
have  to  raise  key  transitional  demands, 
such  as  those  outlined  by  Trotsky  in  the 
Transitional  Program,  in  the  party  press 
to  forge  this  link.  Our  call  for  the  de- 
criminalization of  drugs  and  our  opposi- 
tion to  "crimes  without  victims" — such  as 
prostitution  and  pornography — are  key.  as 
these  "crimes"  impact  g-eatly  upon 
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Admitted  FBI  fink 
Al  Sharpton 
marking  crack 
house  in  1986. 
His  "anti-drug" 
campaign  fed  into 
rulers’  racist 
“war  on  drugs." 


women,  especially  black  women.  Many 
families  are  now  being  completely  de- 
stroyed. Our  call  to  decriminalize  drugs 
can  effectively  counter  the  calls  being 
made  by  black  and  white  liberals  for 
more  cops  in  the  ghettos. 

We  must  raise  the  call  to  restore  full 
citizenship  rights  to  all  felons.  We  cate- 
gorically oppose  every  instance  of  disen- 
franchisement. which  disproportionately 
impacts  blacks  and  other  minorities.  But 
we  also  have  transitional  demands  that 
we  must  be  raising,  like:  jobs  for  all. 
organize  the  unorganized,  organize  the 
South. 

It  is  impossible  to  discuss  the  black 
question  in  the  U.S.  without  simultane- 
ously discussing  the  role  of  immigrant 
workers,  who  are  today  a key  component 
of  the  proletariat.  What  about  the  1994 
California  Proposition  187,  which  denied 
access  to  social  services  to  undocu- 
mented immigrants  and  was  passed  with 
sizeable  black  support?  We  have  the  phe- 
nomenon of  a few  blacks  joining  the 
anti-immigrant  Minutemen  vigilante  out- 
fit. This  is  the  kind  of  anti-immigrant 
garbage  that  we  have  to  combat  as  pari 
of  our  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
al!  immigrants. 

For  a Multiracial,  Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

Anti-black  racism  is  truly  horrifying. 
The  statistics  of  black  imprisonment  are 
just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  In  our  1966 
document,  "Black  and  Red"  (reprinted  in 
Marxist  Bulletin  No.  9),  we  posed  the 
burning  need  for  a fight  for  the  reten- 
tion of  black  workers  as  part  of  the 
proltariai.  recognizing  that  lumpeniza- 
tion  was  increasing.  It  is  in  the  objective 
interests  of  the  multiracial  working  class 
to  fight  on  behalf  of  black  rights,  on 
behalf  of  women’s  liberation,  on  behalf 
of  the  struggles  and  interests  of  al!  of  the 
oppressed. 

Karl  Marx  said  that  it's  not  in  the  first 
instance  a question  of  how  the  prole- 
tariat views  itself;  it’s  fundamentally  a 
question  of  what  its  objective  position 
is  in  capitalist  society.  The  workers  are 
propertyless  wage  slaves;  they  don’t  have 
any  stake  in  the  existing  capitalist  order. 
This  doesn’t  mean  that  revolutionary 
communist  consciousness  is  a spontane- 
ous product  of  class  struggle.  But  it 
means  that  we  can  facilitate  the  process 
by  consciously  standing  in  the  tradition 
of  the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  Richard 


Fraser  rooted  himself  in  the  Russian 
Revolution.  The  Bolsheviks  dealt  with 
special  oppression,  such  as  the  national 
question,  in  the  tsarist  empire.  It  was  the 
Bolsheviks  who  insisted  that  the  Ameri- 
can Communist  movement  address  front 
and  center  the  special  oppression  of 
black  people  and  win  them  to  the  fight 
for  socialist  revolution. 

In  recent  months,  we  have  run  into 
some  black  youth  who  doubled  our  char- 
acterization of  the  Democratic  Party  as  the 
historic  party  of  slavery  in  the  U.S.  Well, 
it  is  true.  And.  by  the  way.  New  York  City 
was  a hotbed  of  racist,  pro-Democralic 
Party  sentiment,  especially  during  the 
Civil  War.  Before  then.  New  York  was  one 
of  the  centers  of  the  slave  trade.  About  a 
year  ago,  there  was  an  exhibit  about  this 
in  New  York  City,  and  its  subtitle  was 
“Commerce  and  Conscience.” 

What  all  this  reveals  is  that  youth 
today,  including  black  youth,  are  not 
taught  about  this  country’s  history  and  do 
not  understand  the  material  roots  of  black 
oppression.  It  is  the  task  of  our  party  and 
press  to  motivate  to  a new  generation  why 
the  black  question  is  central  to  the  fight 
for  workers  revolution,  why  it  is  rooted  in 
the  very  history  of  racist  American  capi- 
talism. and  why  only  socialist  revolution 
can  achieve  black  liberation. 

I'll  end  with  this;  our  program  corre- 
sponds to  the  deeply  felt  interests  and 
needs  of  working  people  in  this  period  of 
decaying,  crumbling  capitalist  rule.  We 
are  determined  to  make  clear — not  least 
because  in  America  black  oppression  is 
the  envelope  for  class  exploitation — that 
it  is  in  the  interest  of  white.  Latino  and 
other  workers  to  fight  for  black  liberation. 
We  saw  it  in  2007  in  the  South,  when 
black  and  white  workers  joined  together 
against  the  shipyard  bosses  in  the  Pasca- 
goula strike.  We  see  it  in  the  struggle  of 
black.  Latino  and  while  workers  to  organ- 
ize at  the  Smithfield  meatpacking  plant  in 
Tar  Heel.  North  Carolina.  In  fact.  Mexi- 
can workers  last  year  joined  in  protest 
with  black  workers  who  were  denied  the 
Marlin  Luther  King  Day  holiday.  These 
are  small  examples,  but  they  show  the 
potential  for  united  class  struggle  and  for 
educating  the  most  conscious  elements 
of  the  working  class  in  the  understand- 
ing that  there  is  no  future  for  humanity 
unless  we  build  a multiracial,  revolution- 
ary workers  party  as  part  of  a reforged 
Trotskyist  Fourth  International  that  will 
fight  for  world  socialist  revolution.* 
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Waterboarding  in  Vietnam.  January  1968;  U.S.  occupying  forces  torture  cap- 
tured Vietnamese,  wrapping  his  head  in  towel  and  pouring  water  over  it. 


Padilla... 

(coniinued  from  page  12) 

say  this  repealed  sadistic  mauling  left  him 
with  mental  disabilities  from  which  he 
may  never  recover. 

Torture  is  all  over  this  case:  one  gov- 
ernment "source”  used  against  Padilla, 
Binyam  Muhammad,  was  captured  and 
tortured  in  Pakistan  and  then,  under  the 
U.S.  government's  policy  of  “extraordi- 
nary rendition."  sent  to  Morocco  to  be 
tortured.  On  February  5.  CIA  director 
Michael  Hayden  admitted  during  a Senate 
Intelligence  Committee  hearing  that  the 
CIA  used  waterboarding  torture  against 
another  central  ".source"  against  Padilla. 
Abu  Zubaydah.  as  well  as  two  others. 
Bombarded  with  noise  and  lights,  de- 
prived of  sleep  and  denied  pain  relief 
after  being  shot.  Zubaydah  was  broken 
to  the  point  of  saying  anything  his  cap- 
tors  wanted  to  hear,  even  as  an  FBI  expert 
on  A1  Qaeda  described  Zubaydah  as 
"insane,  certifiable,  split  personality." 

CIA  torture  is  no  aberration  but  is 
just  as  much  a part  of  the  fabric  of  the 
capitalist-imperialist  system  as  the  car- 
nage in  U.S.-occupied  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan and  the  barbaric  death  penalty  and 
racist  cop  terror  "at  home."  What  is  dif- 
ferent today  is  that  the  extralegal  repres- 
sion that  used  to  be  kept  under  wraps  is 
now  being  made  legal,  while  the  lexicon 
of  torture  has  become  a matter  of  open 
"civilized  debate"  among  Democratic  and 
Republican  bourgeois  politicians. 

The  conviction  and  sentencing  of  Jose 
Padilla  and  his  codefendants  was  a show 
trial,  and  one  with  the  clear  intent  of 
enshrining  as  permanent  features  of  the 
legal  system  an  array  of  repressive  laws 
and  measures  enacted  as  part  of  the 
"war  on  terror."  In  December  2007.  the 
Supreme  Court  heard  oral  arguments  on 
the  constitutionality  of  stripping  Guantd- 
namo  detainees  of  the  right  of  habeas 
corpus.  T\vo  months  later,  the  govern- 
ment filed  an  appeal  to  the  Court,  seek- 
ing to  overturn  a lower-court  ruling  that 
the  government  must  supply  more  infor- 
mation to  defend  its  designation  of  a de- 
tainee as  an  “enemy  combatant."  Mean- 
while. six  detainees  held  in  Guantdnamo 
Bay,  Cuba,  are  about  to  face  military  tri- 
bunals. accused  of  being  "conspirators" 
in  the  September  1 1 attacks.  Now  prose- 
cutors have  announced  that  they  intend 
to  seek  the  death  penalty. 

The  outrageousness,  depravity  and 
racist  character  of  the  government's 
detentions  in  Guantdnamo  were  high- 
lighted in  a 5 February  New  York  Times 
article  about  one  Abdul  Razzaq  Hekmati. 
an  Afghan  who  recently  died  of  cancer 
while  in  detention.  Hekmati  was  an  ally 
of  the  U.S..  having  fought  alongside  the 
CIA-armed  mujahedin  cutthroats  against 
the  Soviet  forces  that  intervened  into 
Afghanistan  in  the  1980s  on  the  side  of 
social  progress  and  in  defense  of  the 
USSR's  southern  border.  During  the  five 
years  of  his  detention,  no  one  would 
hear  his  pleas  that  they  had  the  wrong 
man.  In  addition  to  this  former  tool 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  there  are  hundreds 
of  other  prisoners  in  Guantdnamo’s  tor- 
ture chambers.  Free  all  the  detainees’ 
U.S.  out  of  Guantanamo! 

In  2002  and  2003.  when  Padilla  was 


detained  as  an  "enemy  combatant."  the 
Spartacist  League  and  Partisan  Defen.se 
Committee  filed  two  amici  curiae  (friends 
of  the  court)  briefs  on  his  behalf.  Our 
briefs  noted  that  the  "war  on  terror”  is 
"no  more  a ‘war’  in  a military  sense  than 
‘war  against  cancer.'  ‘war  against  obe- 
sity' or  a war  against  immorality.’  Like 
the  'war  against  communism'  and  the 
‘war  against  drugs.’  this  ‘war’  is  a pretext 
to  increase  the  state’s  police  powers  and 
repressive  apparatus.”  We  warned  that  the 
"Executive’s  declaration  that  its  ‘war 
against  terrorism’  forfeits  constitutional 
protections  for  designated  individuals" 
amounts  to  the  government  “proclaiming 
the  right  to  disappear  citizens  of  its 
choosing."  The  brief  underlined: 

“The  case  of  Jose  Padilla  tests  the  very 
existence  of  the  fundamental  rights  of 
due  process — liberty  of  the  individual 
from  the  arbitrary,  discriminatory  power 
of  the  state — and  the  freedoms  protected 
by  the  First  Amendment,  It  poses  the 
evisceration  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  citizenship  embodied  in  the  first  ten 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution  and 
secured  on  the  battlefield  of  the  Civil 
War  and  in  class  and  social  struggle  over 
the  past  hundred  and  more  years.  If  the 
imperial  President  is  upheld,  Padilla's 
detention  threatens  to  become  the  Dred 
Scott  case  of  our  time,  a declaration  that 
'Citizens  have  no  rights  that  the  govern- 
ment is  bound  to  respect’  " 

Down  With  “Conspiracy” 
Thought-Crime  Laws! 

Conspiracy  laws  provide  legal  cover 
for  repressing  the  government’s  perceived 
enemies  when  the  state  can  find  no  evi- 
dence of  any  criminal  activity.  In  Miami, 
the  Feds  are  forging  ahead  with  the 
"Liberty  City  7"  conspiracy  case,  in 
which  five  black  U.S.  citizens  and  two 
Haitians  were  rounded  up  in  an  FBI/ 
police  SWAT  operation  in  the  Miami 
Liberty  City  ghetto  and  charged  with  a 
trumped-up  "A1  Qaeda  plot"  to  blow  up 
the  Sears  Tower  in  Chicago.  By  the  gov- 
ernment’s own  admission,  none  of  the 
defendants  ever  had  any  contact  with  any 
A1  Qaeda  members,  other  than  a paid 
government  informant  pretending  to  be 
one.  and  never  acquired  any  weapons. 
In  December  the  jury  handed  a sting- 
ing defeat  to  the  government  by  acquit- 
ting one  defendant.  Haitian  immigrant 


Lyglenson  Lemorin.  With  the  jury  dead- 
locked on  the  other  six.  the  Feds  are 
now  retrying  them.  Meanwhile,  they  vin- 
dictively whisked  Lemorin.  a permanent 
legal  resident  with  no  criminal  record, 
into  deportation  proceedings  where  the 
“burden  of  proof’  for  their  charges  is  con- 
siderably lower,  while  the  judge  is  enforc- 
ing a gag  order  to  prevent  Lemorin  and 
his  lawyers  from  discussing  his  "not 
guilty”  verdict!  Drop  the  charges  against 
the  Liberty  City  7!  No  deportations! 

In  the  early  decades  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury. labor  unions  were  outlawed  as 
“criminal  conspiracies."  Conspiracy  laws 
have  been  used  time  and  again  to  rail- 
road leftists  and  radicals,  from  social- 
ist and  trade-union  opponents  of  World 
Wars  1 and  II  to  the  Communist  Party 
in  the  1950s  and  more  recently  radi- 
cal attorney  Lynne  Stewart.  Today  the 
bosses  at  Smithfield  Foods  in  Tar  Heel. 
North  Carolina,  have  filed  a racketeer- 
ing suit  against  the  United  Food  and 
Commercial  Workers,  using  RICO  (Rack- 
eteer Influenced  and  Corrupt  Organiza- 
tions) Act  conspiracy  laws  against  the 
union’s  attempts  to  organize  that  com- 
pany’s multiracial  workforce. 

When  Padilla  was  convicted  last 
August,  the  bourgeois  mouthpiece  New 
York  Times  editorialized  that  "it  would  be 
a mistake  to  see  it  as  a vindication  for  the 
Bush  administration’s  serial  abuse  of  the 
American  legal  system  in  the  name  of 
fighting  terrorism"  (17  August  2007).  The 
Times'  bottom  line  was  to  complain  that 
Padilla  “will  likely  never  be  brought  to 
trial  on  the  dirty-bomb  plot,  a much  pub- 
licized charge  that  cries  out  for  resolu- 
tion." and  that  the  conspiracy  case  might 
"be  reversed  on  appeal  because  of  his 
alleged  mistreatment  before  trial." 

What  concerns  liberals  and  Democrats 
about  the.  “war  on  terror”  are  purely 


Britain... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

society,  but  an  instrument  of  class  oppres- 
sion. In  his  seminal  work  of  1917.  State 
and  Revolution.  Bolshevik  leader  V.  1. 
Lenin  reiterated  the  Marxist  understanding 
of  the  state  as  consisting  at  its  core  of  "spe- 
cial bodies  of  armed  men  which  have  pris- 
ons. etc.,  at  their  command."  Under  capi- 
talism the  army,  the  police,  the  courts  and 
prison  .service,  as  well  as  the  state  bureauc- 


taciical  questions  of  how  best  to  mask 
the  bloody  visage  of  U.S.  imperialism 
revealed  so  grotesquely  by  the  occupa- 
tions of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  While 
more  farsighted  members  of  the  bour- 
geoisie would  prefer  that  kidnapping  and 
torture  remain  U.S.  imperialism’s  dirty 
secrets,  the  demented  Bush  regime  brags 
openly  of  its  barbarity. 

When  It  comes  to  the  interests  of  U.S. 
imperialism,  the  Democrats — including 
Hillary  Clinton  and  Barack  Obama — 
have  backed  the  "war  on  terror"  all  the 
way.  Clinton  voted  for  the  USA  Patriot 
Act  (Obama  was  not  in  the  Senate  when 
it  first  came  up),  and  both  she  and  Obama 
voted  to  reauthorize  it  in  2006.  And  if 
Democrats  posture  as  "antiwar"  and  tim- 
idly critique  the  Iraq  occupation,  it  is 
only  to  better  refurbish  tl)e  image  of  rapa- 
cious U.S.  imperialism  and  to  bolster  its 
strategic  interests  around  the  globe.  The 
draconian  policies  enacted  by  Bush  & Co. 
under  the  pretext  of  the  “war  on  terror" 
were  built  upon  laws  enacted  under  the 
Democratic  Bill  Clinton  administration, 
such  as  the  1996  Anti  terrorism  and  Effec- 
tive Death  Penalty  Act.  Indeed,  many  of 
the  "anti-terror"  prosecutions  are  based 
on  Clinton-era  laws. 

In  the  immediate  aftermath  of  the  Sep- 
tember 1 1 attacks,  we  warned  that  the 
laws  and  measures  targeting  immigrants 
from  overwhelmingly  Muslim  countries 
would  also  be  used  to  further  the  subjuga- 
tion of  black  people  and  the  exploitation 
of  labor.  It  is  in  the  direct  interest  of  the 
labor  movement  and  of  all  opponents  of 
racist  repression  and  defenders  of  civil 
liberties  to  call  for  the  freedom  of  Jose 
Padilla  and  all  the  detainees.  As  opposed 
to  the  "Anybody  but  Bush”  swamp  of  lib- 
erals and  reformist  leftists  who  seek  to 
pressure  the  Democrats  to  "fight  ” all  the 
way  to  the  White  House  in  2008,  we  stand 
in  principled  opposition  to  the  capital- 
ist Democratic  Party,  the  other  party  of 
racism  and  war.  We  underline  that  the 
system  of  capitalist  imperialism  has  been 
and  will  continue  to  be  enforced  through 
barbaric  measures  and  repression.  Our 
vigorous  defense  of  Padilla  is  rooted  in 
the  Marxist  understanding  that  the  capi- 
talist state  cannot  be  reformed  to  serve 
the  interests  of  the  working  class  and 
oppressed.  As  we  wrote  in  “Torture,  Lies 
and  Videotape”  (WVNo.  905. 4 January): 
‘The  apparatus  of  the  capitalist  state  has 
been  greatly  strengthened  by  measures 
enacted  in  the  'war  on  terror.'  However, 
what  the  government  is  actually  able  to 
gel  away  with  will  ultimately  be  deter- 
mined by  the  level  of  social  struggle.  We 
fight  to  forge  a workers  party  that  acts  as 
a tribune  of  the  people,  mobilizing  the 
social  power  of  the  proletariat  on  behalf 
of  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed.  In  the 
course  of  such  struggle,  the  proletariat 
must  be  won  to  understanding  the  need  to 
carry  out  a socialist  revolution  that  smashes 
the  capitalist  state  and  establishes  a dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat,  u workers  gov- 
ernment where  those  who  labor  rule.”* 


racy  all  exist  to  protect  the  wealth  and 
power  of  a tiny  minority  of  capitalists  who 
exploit  and  live  off  the  labour  of  the  work- 
ing masses.  This  state  cannot  be  reformed 
or  pressured  into  becoming  an  instrument 
of  working  people  and  the  oppressed.  The 
elimination  of  capitalist  exploitation  and 
oppression  and  the  building  of  a classless, 
socialist  society  require  that  the  capital- 
ist state  be  smashed  through  workers  revo- 
lution and  replaced  by  a workers  state, 
based  on  organs  of  proletarian  rule  such  as 
workers  councils.* 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

fight  is — to  ii  false  view  that  somehow  the 
justice  system  under  capitalism  can  be 
made  to  be  Just.  The  many  liberals  and 
reformists  who  call  for  a new  trial  for 
Mumia  also  fling  mud  on  the  Beverly 
confession,  Here's  a man  who  confessed 
to  shooting  Faulkner,  and  instead  of  peo- 
ple saying,  "Hey  this  is  great,  we  got 
somebody  who  confessed,"  and  looking 
at  the  mountains  of  evidence  supporting 
his  confession  and  explaining  all  the 
cra/.y  nonsensical  things  in  the  prosecu- 
tion's case — the  reformists  and  liberals 
say  it  is  a terrible  thing.  They  even  cast 
doubt  on  Mumia's  own  statement — the 
statement  that  he  presented  in  state  and 
federal  court — declaring.  "I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  killing  of  Officer  Faulkner. 
1 am  innocent,"  Do  you  ever  hear  anyone 
besides  us  say  that  Mumia  has  declared 
his  innocence  and  explained  what  he  saw 
happen  that  night?  No.  Instead  you  have 
people  who  are  heralded  on  platforms  by 
most  of  the  rest  of  the  left,  people  like 
David  Lindorff  and  others  who  say  some- 
thing like:  1 sort  of  defend  Mumia.  but  you 
know  it's  possible,  even  likely,  that  he 
really  did  shoot  the  cop.  And  that  passes 
for  people  who  say  that  they  are  defenders 
of  Mumia. 

Now  why  does  that  happen?  Again,  it 
goes  back  to  the  political  period  we  are 
in.  and  the  necessary  fights  we  have  to 
wage.  It  goes  back  to  the  whole  question 
of  what  the  Beverly  evidence  represents. 
What  does  it  mean  to  understand  that  in 
this  case  there  was  collusion  between  the 
cops  and  the  mob  and  the  D.A,  and  the 
Judges  to  see  Mumia  convicted  of  murder, 
to  see  him  executed?  It  means  that  there 
is  not  just  one  rogue  cop.  or  one  racist 
judge — though  Sabo  is  definitely  a racist 
judge — or  one  D.A.  who  is  "overzeal- 
ous."  It  is  an  indictment  of  the  entire 
bourgeois  legal  system,  which  is  class- 
biased  and  race-biased. 

And  what  liberals  want  to  do — and 
what  the  so-called  left  agrees  with — is  to 
attempt  to  clean  up  the  "justice"  system’s 
bad  image.  They  say  that  it  was  only  one 
bad  cop.  and  only  Judge  Sabo  who  is  the 
racist,  that  the  rest  of  them  aren’t  that 
bad,  that  federal  court  judge  Yohn  is 
really  an  honorable  man.  that  the  Third 
Circuit  is  the  most  liberal  in  the  coun- 
try— though,  of  course,  it's  where  reac- 
tionary Supreme  Court  Justice  Samuel 
Alito  comes  from.  They  say  this  even 
though  Marjorie  Rendell,  the  wife  of  Dem- 
ocratic Pennsylvania  governor  Ed  Rendell. 
the  former  D.A.  who  prosecuted  Mumia. 
sits  on  that  court.  What  does  all  that 
amount  to  except  trying  to  refurbish  the 
credentials  of  the  "justice"  system? 

For  Class-Struggle  Defense! 

As  Marxists — and  the  PDC  hasa  Marx- 
ist worldview — we  understand  that  the 
cops,  the  courts,  the  prisons,  the  armed 
forces,  are  the  core  components  of  the 
capitalist  state,  the  machinery  of  organ- 
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ized  violence  that  protects  the  rule  and 
profits  of  the  exploiting  class.  We  believe 
that  the  justice  system,  at  every  single 
level  in  Mumia’s  case  and  in  other  cases, 
has  declared  that  Mumia  has  no  rights 
that  it  is  bound  to  respect.  This  is  like 
what  was  done  by  the  Supreme  Court 
before  the  Civil  War  in  the  infamous  Dred 
Scott  decision,  which  upheld  slavery  and 
declared  that  black  people  have  no  rights 
that  whiles  are  bound  to  respect. 

A "new  trial"  is  a code  word  for  a pro- 
gram of  reliance  on  the  capitalist  class 
and  on  some  sort  of  benevolent  Demo- 
cratic Party  politician,  on  some  good 
judge;  a code  word  for  sowing  illusions 
that  fighters  for  the  oppressed  can  obtain 
justice  from  the  capitalist  courts.  Ttiis  has 
retarded  the  political  understanding  of 
those  who  joined  the  struggle  for  Mumia 
and  has  ultimately  served  to  demobilize 
the  movement  for  Mumia's  freedom.  It  is 
no  accident  that  in  the  lead-up  to  the 
Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  hearing 
this  past  May.  there  were  very  few  pro- 
tests and  events  organized  on  Mumia's 
behalf.  The  events  called  by  the  PDC  and 
its  cothinkers  internationally  numbered  a 
modest  few  hundred  here  or  there.  But 
those  were  the  largest  events  that  there 
were.  What  does  that  tell  you  about  the 
demobilization  of  a movement  that  once 
numbered  in  the  millions? 

I want  to  make  a point:  I'm  a lawyer, 
and  the  work  that  1 personally  did  and 
Jonathan  Piper,  another  lawyer  associated 
with  the  PDC.  has  done  in  Mumia's  case 
when  we  were  on  the  legal  team  from 
1995  to  1999  represents  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  hours  of  legal  work.  I'm  not 
saying  that  it  wasn’t  good  work  to  do.  But 
the  purpose  of  this  legal  work  was  not 
only  to  have  a fight  in  court,  but  to  pro- 
vide key  evidence  for  a movement  that 
would  take  this  evidence  and  fight  in 
the  streets,  mobilizing  the  working  class 
in  the  fight  for  Mumia's  freedom.  The 
organized  working  class  has  the  power  to 
actually  scare  the  hell  out  of  the  bour- 
geoisie and  to  let  them  know  that  if  some- 


Jenniler  Beach 


Prepare  Now  for 
Emergency  Protests! 


On  17  May  2007  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  heard  oral  arguments  in  Mumia's  case, 
and  there  could  be  a decision  at  any  time. 

If  the  Court  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
sentence  or  denies  Mumia’s  appeals  for 
a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  have  called  for  protests  the  day 
after  the  decision.  Others  have  also 
called  for  protests. 

For  more  information  see  the 

PDC  Web  site,  www.partisandefense.org 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 
FREE  MUMIA  NOW! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


thing  bad  happens  to  Mumia.  there  will  be 
a social  explosion.  This  perspective  is 
part  of  understanding  that  the  fight  for 
Mumia  is  part  of  the  fight  for  black  libera- 
tion, for  that  of  all  working  people  and 
the  oppressed,  which  requires  socialist 
revolution. 

1 also  want  to  make  the  point  that  if 
bourgeois  law  were  followed.  Mumia’s 
conviction  should  be  thrown  out,  dis- 
missed, no  new  trial,  no  nothing.  This  is 
because  there  is  constitutional  law  stipu- 
lating that  if  the  police  and  the  prosecution 
withhold  evidence  from  the  defense,  if 
they  suppress  evidence  of  Mumia’s  inno- 
cence. if  they  frame  people  up.  it  is  a vio- 
lation of  due  process  for  which  the  charges 
can  be  dismissed.  So  all  the  talk  about 
needing  a new  trial  to  free  Mumia  is  a lot 
of  legal  bunk.  It's  a way  to  give  support 
to  those  who  want  to  destroy  a movement 
that  could  be  based  on  the  fact  that  Mumia 
is  an  innocent  man  who  must  be  freed. 
The  legal  papers  we  filed  called  for  dismis- 
sal of  the  charges.  The  call  for  a new  trial 
does  not  even  have  legal  credibility;  it 


expresses  the  politics  of  sellout,  a betrayal 
of  everything  that  Mumia  represents. 

I would  just  like  to  note  that  when 
a death  warrant  was  signed  in  1995. 
there  were  protests  around  the  world  for 
Mumia’s  cause,  including  protests  based 
on  trade  unions  representing  millions  of 
workers  from  South  Africa  and  Europe  to 
the  U.S,  The  mobilizations  were  built  on 
the  fact  that  Mumia’s  frame-up  convic- 
tion was  political  and  racist,  and  that  the 
death  sentence  was  the  call  for  racist  legal 
lynching.  And  the  very  particulars  of 
Mumia's  case  provide  powerful  lessons, 
that  Mumia’s  freedom  can  be  wrested 
from  the  state  only  by  the  independent 
action  of  the  working  class  acting  with 
consciousness  of  its  social  power  to  w ith- 
hold  its  labor,  to  shut  down  industry,  com- 
munications and  transportation.  Mumia’s 
case  has  the  power  to  deepen  workers’ 
militancy,  class  solidarity  and  the  recog- 
nition that  the  fight  for  black  rights,  for 
immigrant  rights  and  to  end  exploitation 
and  oppression  is  one  fight. 

What  we  need  is  class-struggle  de- 
fense. We  need  united-front  defense  for 
Mumia  based  on  a class-struggle  pro- 
gram. This  means,  as  an  initial  basis,  that 
we  agree  that  Mumia  is  an  innocent  man. 
Free  him  now!  Abolish  the  racist  death 
penally!  We  are  prepared  to  work  with 
any  organization  that  supports  those  slo- 
gans, understanding  that  we  will  continue 
to  criticize  other  forces  in  this  united 
front  on  other  political  issues.  And  there 
are  a number  of  different  political  issues 
here.  As  I said.  Mumia  is  not  a Marxist. 

Finally.  I want  to  say  this;  the  labor 
movement,  the  revolutionary  movement 
internationally,  has  had  its  share  of  martyrs. 
We  don't  want  more  martyrs.  We  don't 
want  Mumia  to  be  a martyr.  And  he  must 
not  become  a martyr  to  the  racist  vicious- 
ness of  American  capital.  The  power  to  free 
Mumia  exists  in  (he  international  working 
class  and  our  task  is  to  rekindle  and  build  a 
mass  international  mobilization  based  on 
the  social  power  of  the  working  class  and 
its  many  allies  to  fight  for  Mumia’s  free- 
dom. Free  Mumia  now!* 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia ")  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  RO.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  earmarked  "Mumia"  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLG  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia's  lawyer  for  this  purpose 

Organize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization's  newsletter. 

Get  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet 
pamphlet,  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal 
Lynching  (available  in  English  and  German — 

$.50  each,  $10  for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation 
of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
right-wing  journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and 
Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying  tract  is  a 
rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for 
the  death  penalty  itself.  The  PDC's  other 
Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal— Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1),  lays  out 
the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the 
explosive  evidence  that  shatters  the  decades- 
long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom. 

Both  these  POC  pamphlets  politically  arm 
activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 
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PDC  Button;  "Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"— $1  each. 

PDC  Video;  From  Death  Row.  This  Is  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal— DVD.  $15  VHS, 

Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure;  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man:  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal!— $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable  to 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 
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Sentenced  to  17  Years  in  ^^War  on  Terror”  Show  Trial 


Free  Jose  Padilla! 
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Lett:  Spartacists  at  March  2002 
protest  in  Brooklyn  against  “war  on 
terror"  detention  of  Arab  and  Muslim 
immigrants.  Above;  Jose  Padilla  in 
federal  custody  in  Miami,  2006. 


On  January  22.  Jose  Padilla  was  sen- 
tenced by  a federal  court  in  Miami  to  17 
years  and  four  months  in  prison  based  on 
frame-up  charges  of  “conspiracy  to  mur- 
der. kidnap  and  maim.”  The  sentencing 
comes  after  nearly  six  years  of  hell  for 
Padilla,  a U.S.  citizen  who  was  effec- 
tively stripped  of  his  citizenship  rights  in 
the  name  of  the  bipartisan  "war  on  terror” 
unleashed  after  the  September  1 1 attacks 
on  the  World  Trade  Center  and  Pentagon. 
In  May  2002.  Padilla  was  seized  at 
Chicago's  O'Hare  airport.  Claiming  that 
he  was  plotting  to  set  off  a radioactive 
“dirty  bomb"  on  U.S.  soil,  the  govern- 
ment declared  Padilla  an  “unlawful 
enemy  combatant"  and  disappeared  him 
into  a Navy  brig  without  any  charges  or 
due  process.  He  was  trapped  in  a legal 
netherworld  with  no  way  to  challenge 
his  imprisonment,  tortured  and  deprived 
of  contact  with  family  and — for  almost 
two  years — lawyers.  In  2005.  to  avoid 
a Supreme  Court  decision  on  Padilla’s 
"unlawful  enemy  combatant"  designa- 
tion. the  Bush  administration  dropped  its 
"dirty  bomb"  plot  like  yesterday's  "weap- 
ons of  mass  destruction." 

Instead,  the  government  simply  added 
Padilla’s  name  to  pre-existing  "conspir- 
acy” indictments  against  Adham  Hassoun. 
a computer  programmer  of  Palestinian  de- 
scent. and  Kifah  Jayyousi.  a public  .school 
administrator.  Though  charges  against 
them  were  just  as  bogus,  they  were  sen- 


tenced to  over  15  years  and  over  12  years 
respectively.  Even  the  Bush-appointed 
judge  admitted  that  there  was  "no  evi- 
dence that  these  defendants  personally 
maimed,  kidnapped  or  killed  anyone.” 
But  12  to  17  years  based  on  no  evidence 
wasn’t  good  enough  for  the  prosecutors, 
who  had  demanded  life  sentences  and 


have  announced  that  they’re  considering 
an  appeal-  We  say;  Free  Jose  Padilla. 
Adham  Hassoun  and  Kifah  Jayyousi! 

For  nearly  four  years,  the  Feds  tortured 
Padilla  in  the  brig  through  extreme  sen- 
sory deprivation,  drugged  and  deprived 
him  of  sleep.  A motion  filed  by  Padilla’s 
lawyers  in  fall  2006  demanding  that  the 


criminal  charges  be  dismis.sed  described 
treatment  that  echoes  the  horrors  of  Abu 
Ghraib:  Padilla  was  “hooded  and  forced  to 
stand  in  stress  positions  for  long  dura- 
tions of  times"  and  "threatened  with 
imminent  execution.”  Two  psychiatrists 
and  a psychologist  who  examined  Padilla 
continued  on  page  10 


Health  Care  Bosses 
Target  Filipino  Nurses 


Supporters  of  Sentosa  27  march  in  New  York  City  in  Philippine  Independence 
Day  parade,  3 June  2007. 


Ten  Filipino  immigrant  nurses  and  their 
lawyer  await  trial  on  April  28  in  Suffolk 
County.  New  York,  on  bogus  charges  of 
conspiracy  and  “patient  endangerment" — 
when  not  a single  patient  was  in  fact 
endangered  or  even  inconvenienced.  This 
vindictive  and  unprecedented  prosecution 
is  retaliation  for  the  nurses'  decision  to 
stand  up  to  their  employer  SentosaCare, 
the  largest  for-profit  nursing  home  busi- 
ness in  the  state,  and  its  Manila-based 
recruiting  agency. 

The  attack  on  these  immigrant  workers, 
who  are  among  the  many  thousands  of 
Filipino  nurses  hired  to  work  in  the  U.S.  to 
alleviate  a severe  nursing  shortage,  points 
to  the  precarious  situation  of  immigrants 
as  a whole.  Sentosa  paid  the  nurses  re- 
duced wages,  denied  them  promised  bene- 
fits. subjected  them  to  intolerable  working 
conditions  and.  in  some  cases,  forced  them 
to  work  miles  away  from  the  home  they 
had  been  assigned  to.  “You  were  treated 
like  dirt.”  said  Juliet  Anilao.  a mother  of 
two  and  one  of  the  ten  indicted  nurses.  In 
April  2006.  after  the  company  ignored 
their  complaints,  these  ten  nurses,  along 
with  16  other  nurses  and  a physical  thera- 
pist collectively  known  as  the  Sentosa  27. 
filed  discrimination  suits  against  the  nurs- 
ing homes.  They  resigned  their  jobs  in  pro- 
test as  a last  re.sort.  believing  the  inaction 


of  the  nursing  home  bosses  was  putting  the 
patients  at  risk.  Nowihe  ten  nurses  face  ! 2 
counts,  each  carrying  a potential  sentence 
of  one  year  in  pri.son.  the  loss  of  their  nurs- 


ing licenses  and  deportation.  The  courage 
shown  by  the  Sentosa  27  has  prompted 
other  Filipino  nurses  victimized  by  Sen- 
tosa to  come  forward. 


The  manufactured  allegations  of  "endan- 
germent” were  already  dismissed  in  Sep- 
tember 2(K)6  by  the  New  York  State  Educa- 
tion Department,  and  another  report  issued 
this  January  by  the  New  York  Slate  Depart- 
ment of  Health  also  cleared  the  nurses.  Not 
only  did  the  nurses  not  place  any  patients 
in  jeopardy,  but  they  purposely  quit  at  the 
end  of  their  shifts,  having  completed  all 
their  duties  and  knowing  the  next  shift 
would  be  covered.  As  a representative  of 
the  New  York  State  Nurses  Association 
(NYSNA)  staled  in  support  of  the  Filipino 
nurses:  "It's  clear  to  us  that  this  employer 
wants  free  rein  to  bring  nurses  to  this  coun- 
try under  false  pretenses,  treat  them  like 
indentured  servants,  and  threaten  them 
with  imprisonment  if  they  don’t  keep  quiet 
and  obey  orders."  Drop  all  charges  against 
the  Filipino  nurses  and  their  lawyer,  Felix 
Vinluan!  Throw  out  the  bosses'  civil  suit! 
Immediate  compensation  of  all  wages  due! 

The  trade  unions  which  organize  nurses 
in  the  U.S.  and  wield  real  social  power, 
like  1 199SEIU  United  Healthcare  Workers 
East  and  AFSCME.  as  well  as  the  NYSNA 
and  California  Nurses  Association  (CNA). 
should  organize  all  Filipino  and  other 
immigrant  nurses  with  full  union  rights 
regarding  working  conditions,  wages  and 
benefits.  This  must  be  part  of  a union  drive 
to  organize  all  the  unorganized  and  must 
be  linked  to  the  fight  for  full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants!  These  nurses, 
like  all  other  immigrant  workers,  are  an 
integral  part  of  the  U.S.  working  class. 
The  ten  nurses  under  indictment  worked  at 
the  Avalon  Gardens  nursing  home,  where 
aides  and  other  workers  are  organized  by 
1 1 99.  However,  management  kept  the  Fili- 
pino nurses  out  of  the  union  by  categoriz- 
ing them  as  “supervisors.”  The  capitalist 
continued  on  page  5 
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Defend  the  Cuban  Revolutien! 


The  February  19  announcement  by 
Fidel  Castro  that  he  was  resigning  as 
president  of  the  State  Council  of  Cuba 
and  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  armed 
forces  was  met  with  a chorus  of  self- 
righteous  pronouncements  by  U.S.  bour- 
geois politicians.  President  Bush  took 
time  from  his  tour  of  Africa  to  offer 
to  "help"  Cubans  to  "realize  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty."  The  masses  of  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan,  devastated  by  years  of 
imperialist  war  and  occupation,  know  the 
realities  of  U.S.  imperialism's  “blessings 
of  liberty."  Republican  front-runner  John 
McCain  wished  Castro  dead,  declaring. 
“I  hope  that  he  has  the  opportunity 
to  meet  Karl  Marx  very  soon."  Demo- 
cratic front-runners  Hillary  Clinton  and 


Barack  Obama  prattled  on  about  helping 
Cuba  move  toward  “democracy,"  hypo- 
critically decrying  the  Castro  regime’s 
repression  against  pro-imperialist  dissi- 
dents. Meanwhile,  it  is  the  U.S.  that  is 
holding  hundreds  of  prisoners  with  no 
rights  in  the  torture  chambers  of  Guantd- 
namo  Bay.  a major  U.S.  military  base  on 
a piece  of  stolen  Cuban  land.  Free  the 
detainees!  U.S.  out  of  Guantdnamo! 

it  is  the  duty  of  the  international  pro- 
letariat. especially  the  working  class  in 
the  U.S..  to  stand  for  the  unconditional 
military  defense  of  the  Cuban  deformed 
workers  stale  against  imperialism  and 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  When  Cas- 
tro’s petty-bourgeois  guerrilla  forces 
marched  into  Havana  in  January  1959. 


the  bourgeois  army  and  the  rest  of 
the  capitalist  slate  apparatus  that  had 
propped  up  the  U.S. -backed  Batista  dic- 
tatorship shattered-  Ever  since  the  gov- 
ernment of  Fidel  Castro,  facing  implac- 
able hostility  by  the  U.S.,  expropriated 
the  capitalist  class  in  Cuba  in  1960-61, 
establishing  a deformed  workers  slate, 
the  U.S.  ruling  class  has  relentlessly 
worked  to  re-establish  bourgeois  rule  on 
the  island — from  the  1961  Playa  Gir6n 
(Bay  of  Pigs)  invasion  carried  out  by 
Democrat  John  F.  Kennedy  to  hundreds 
of  assassination  attempts  on  Castro; 
from  the  backing  of  gusano  (worms) 
counterrevolutionary  terrorists  in  Miami 
to  the  ongoing  economic  embargo. 

In  the  mid  1990s.  Bill  Clinton  twice 


tightened  the  embargo  in  an  attempt  to 
squeeze  Cuba  into  submission,  while  in 
2003  the  Bush  administration  .set  up  the 
Commission  for  Assistance  to  a Free 
Cuba  to  coordinate  U.S.  efforts  to  restore 
capitalism  on  the  island.  At  the  same 
time,  there  are  elements  within  the  U.S. 
bourgeoisie,  represented  by  the  likes  of 
Obama,  who  look  to  ease  the  48-year- 
long  economic  embargo  in  order  to  in- 
crease U.S.  imperialist  economic  pene- 
tration and  strengthen  the  forces  of 
counterrevolution  within  Cuba.  All 
sections  of  the  U.S.  ruling  class  are 
committed  to  reconquering  Cuba  for 
untrammeled  capitalist  exploitation. 

We  demand  an  end  fo  the  embargo 
continued  on  page  2 


Republicans,  Democrats  Step  Up  War  on  Our  Rights 


Government  Wiretapping: 


Big  Bretiier  is  Listening 


On  February  12,  the  Democratic- 
controlled  Senate  approved  a bill 
by  a vote  of  68  to  29  (with  19 
Democrats  voting  “yes")  that  would 
extend  for  six  years  the  govern- 
ment's legal  authority  to  spy  on 
U.S.  citizens  through  warrantless 
wiretaps.  This  bill,  known  as  the 
FISA  Amendments  Ad.  was  an 
extension  of  last  year’s  Protect 
America  Act.  a time-limited  law. 

The  Protect  America  Act  authorized 
the  National  Security  Agency 
(NSA)  to  monitor  the  telephone 
and  Internet  communications  of 
U.S.  citizens  without  a court  war- 
rant as  long  as  there  is  "rea.sonable 
belief"  that  one  parly  in  the  conver- 
sation is  not  in  the  U.S.  Impor- 
tantly. the  FISA  Amendments  Act 
grants  retroactive  immunity  from 
lawsuits  seeking  billions  of  dol- 
lars in  damages  from  phone  com- 
panies, such  as  AT&T  and  Sprint, 
that  have  been  collaborating  with 
the  government’s  eavesdropping 
schemes.  Democratic  presidential 
candidates  and  Senators  Hillary 

Clinton  and  Barack  Obama  were  con-  Democrats’  refusal  to  pass  the  bill  (and 

spicuously  absent  for.  this  vote  (although  then  promptly  left  for  his  tour  of  Africa). 

Obama  had  earlier  supported  an  amend-  Democratic  House  speaker  Nancy  Pelosi 

ment  against  the  immunity  for  telecom-  replied  that  "the  President  knows  full 

municalions  companies).  well  that  he  has  all  the  authority  he 

For  its  part,  the  Democratic-controlled  needs."  referring  to  the  1978  Foreign  In- 

House  adjourned  for  a week’s  recess  with-  telligence  Surveillance  Act  (FISA).  On 

out  taking  action  on  the  Senate  bill,  allow-  February  14.  House  Republicans  staged  a 

ing  the  Protect  America  Act  to  lapse.  well-publicized  walkout,  riled  up  by  the 

Reflecting  pressures  from  the  Democratic  failure  to  pass  the  Senate  bill  and  the 

base  in  an  election  period,  many  House  Democrats’  attempts  to  gel  a contempt  of 

Democrats  are  hesitant  to  provide  retro-  Congress  vole  against  White  House  Chief 

active  immunity  to  the  phone  companies.  of  Staff  Joshua  Bolien  and  former  coun.sel 

Bu.sh  declared  that  "our  country  is  more  in  Harriet  Miers  for  unanswered  subpoenas 

danger  of  an  attack”  because  of  the  House  in  a Congressional  probe  of  last  year’s 


NSA  Threat  Operations  Center  " In  the  Washington,  D.C.,  suburb  of  Fort  Meade, 
Maryland. 


U.S.  attorney  firings  scandal. 

The  New  York  Times  (15  February) 
remarked,  with  unintentional  irony,  that 
the  resistance  to  passing  the  Senate 
bill  constituted  the  Democrats’  "greatest 
challenge  to  Mr.  Bush  on  a major  na- 
tional security  issue  since  Democrats  look 
control  of  Congress  last  year."  Indeed,  as 
the  Times  article  continued:  "Last  sum- 
mer, Democrats  allowed  the  surveillance 
law  to  be  put  in  place  for  six  months 
although  many  of  them  oppo.sed  it.  They 
have  also  relented  in  tights  over  spend- 
ing on  the  Iraq  war  under  While  House 
pressure."  All  this  was  preceded  by  the 


Democrats’  near-unanimous  support 
for  the  2001  invasion  of  Afghani- 
stan and  bipartisan  backing  by  Con- 
gress for  the  2003  Iraq  invasion. 

The  Democrats,  the  other  part>  of 
war  and  racism,  are  no  less  com- 
mitted than  the  Republicans  to  the 
reactionary  "war  on  terror" — an  all- 
purpose pretense  for  the  U.S.  impe- 
rialist rulers  to  invade  and  attack 
other  countries  while  shredding 
the  civil  liberties  of  the  population 
"at  home.”  One  week  after  the  Sep- 
tember 1 1 attacks.  Congressional 
Democrats  overwhelmingly  joined 
Republicans  in  authorizing  Bush  to 
"use  all  necessary  and  appropriate 
force"  to  find  the  perpetrators — 
a vote  Bush  pointed  to  as  giving 
him  legal  authority  for  warrant- 
less wiretapping,  communications 
data  mining  and  the  like.  One  month 
later,  the  USA  Patriot  Act.  which 
expanded  the  government’s  author- 
ity to  monitor  anyone  it  claims  is 
involved  in  international  "terrorism." 
was  passed  with  near-unanimous 
support  from  the  Democrats.  And 
in  2(K)6.  the  Patriot  Act  was  re-authorized 
and  extended  with  the  support  of  key  Dem- 
ocrats, including  both  Clinton  and  Obama. 

The  current  infighting  between  Bush 
and  the  Republicans  on  one  side  and 
Congressional  Democrats  on  the  other  is 
merely  over  how  best  to  secure  and 
enhance  the  government'.s  apparatus  of 
repression.  Indeed,  the  sole  slicking 
point  for  House  Democrats  is  the  retro- 
active immunity  for  the  telecommunica- 
tions companies  that  assisted  the  govern- 
ment in  what  both  parties  agree  will 
henceforth  be  legal. 

continued  on  page  10 
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For  Unconditional  Military  Defense  of 
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Chinese  Deformed  Workers  State! 4 

Cuba... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

againsl  Cuba.  At  the  same  time,  we  warn 
that  the  calls  for  "free  elections"  are  noth- 
ing but  code  words  for  "democratic" 
counterrevolution,  for  the  “electoral"  rise 
to  power  of  capiialist-resiorationist  forces 
financed  by  U.S,  imperialism,  intent  on 
destroying  the  workers  state  and  wreak- 
ing massive  repression,  if  not  a blood- 
bath. again.st  workers  and  Communists. 

The  expropriation  of  the  holdings  of  the 
U.S.  imperialists  and  the  Cuban  bourgeoi- 
sie has  led  to  enormous  gains  for  Cuba's 
working  masses,  particularly  women  and 
blacks.  With  Soviet  aid,  a centralized, 
planned  economy  was  built,  guaranteeing 
jobs,  housing,  food  and  education.  Cuba's 
health  care  system,  despite  the  crippling 
effect  of  the  U.S.  blockade,  is  far  and 
away  the  best  among  Third  World  coun- 
tries. Cuban  doctors  have  provided  medi- 
cal assistance  to  scores  of  poor  countries. 
After  Hurricane  Katrina.  Cuban  doctors 
packed  their  bags  for  the  U.S.  to  assist  the 
victims,  but  were  refused  entrance. 

Following  the  1991-92  counterrevolu- 
tionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  degener- 


ated workers  stale,  which  had  supported 
Cuba  with  some  $4  billion  a year  in  aid 
and  provided  a crucial  military  shield 
against  the  U.S..  the  Cuban  economy 
massively  contracted.  In  response,  the 
Cuban  government  opened  sectors  of  its 
economy  to  imperialist  economic  pene- 
tration from  West  Europe  and  Canada, 
which  has  increased  inequality.  How- 
ever. in  recent  years,  the  government  has 
sought  to  reduce  dependence  on  imperial- 
ist investment  by  enacting  new  trade 
deals  with  the  capitalist  regime  of  Hugo 
Chavez  in  Venezuela  and  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state.  Today  there  is 
widespread  debate  about  a post-Fidel 
Cuba  undertaking  an  economic  "opening 
up"  along  Chinese  lines.  Regardless  of 
the  particular  Stalinist  economic  policies 
pursued  by  Raul  Castro,  who  has  taken 
over  as  Cuba’s  president  after  holding  the 
post  on  a provisional  basis  since  Fidel 
Castro  underwent  surgery  in  July  2006. 
we  underline  our  unconditional  military 
defense  of  Cuba — as  well  as  the  other 
remaining  deformed  workers  .stales  of 
China,  North  Korea  and  Vietnam. 

At  the  same  time,  we  stand  in  politi- 
cal opposition  to  the  Stalinist  bureau- 
cratic misrulers — a parasitic  layer  sitting 


For  Women’s  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

At  a time  when  women  in  the  most  "demo- 
cratic " capitalist  countries  were  denied  even 
the  right  to  vole,  the  October  Revolution  of 
1917  brought  unheard-of  gains  for  women  in 
all  areas  of  public  and  private  life.  Despite 
economic  backwardness  and  poverty,  the 
young  Soviet  Republic  sought  to  oven:ome  the 
material  foundations  of  women 's  oppression, 
rooted  in  the  institution  of  the  family.  But 
the  Bolsheviks  understood  that  complete  social 
e<iuality  would  only  he  attained  with  the 
abolition  of  clas.ses  in  a world  socialist  society,  requiring  the  extension  of  proletarian 
revolution  internationally.  Addressing  a meeting  of  working  women  in  19/8,  Bolshevik 
leader  V.  I.  Lenin  sires.sed  that  the  struggle  for  women 's  liberation  is  integral  to  the 
emancipation  of  labor  itself. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


There  can  be  no  socialist  revolution  unless  very  many  working  women  take  a big 
part  in  it. 

In  all  civilised  countries,  even  the  most  advanced,  women  are  actually  no  more  than 
domestic  slaves.  Women  do  not  enjoy  full  equality  in  any  capitalist  state,  not  even  in  the 
freest  of  republics. 

One  of  the  primary  tasks  of  the  Soviet  Republic  is  to  abolish  all  restrictions  on  women's 
nghls.  The  Soviet  government  has  completely  abolished  divorce  proceedings,  that  source 
of  bourgeois  degradation,  repression  and  humiliation. 

It  will  soon  be  a year  now  since  complete  freedom  of  divorce  was  legislated.  We 
have  passed  a decree  annulling  ail  distinction  between  legitimate  and  illegitimate  chil- 
dren and  removing  political  restrictions.  Nowhere  else  in  the  world  have  equality  and 
freedom  for  working  women  been  so  fully  established. 

We  know  that  it  is  the  working-class  woman  who  has  to  bear  the  full  brunt  of  anti- 
quated codes. 

For  the  first  time  in  history,  our  law  has  removed  everything  that  denied  women  rights. 
But  the  important  thing  is  not  the  law.  In  the  cities  and  industrial  areas  this  law  on  com- 
plete freedom  of  marriage  is  doing  all  right,  but  in  the  countryside  it  all  too  frequently 
remains  a dead  letter.  There  the  religious  marriage  still  predominates.  This  is  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  priests,  an  evil  that  is  harder  to  combat  than  the  old  legislation.'... 

The  status  of  women  up  to  now  has  been  compared  to  that  of  a slave;  women  have 
been  tied  to  the  home,  and  only  socialism  can  save  them  from  this.  They  will  only  be 
completely  emancipated  when  we  change  from  small-scale  individual  farming  to  col- 
lective farming  and  collective  working  of  the  land.  That  is  a difficult  task.  But  now 
that  Poor  Peasants’  Committees  are  being  formed,  the  time  has  come  when  the  social- 
ist revolution  is  being  consolidated.  .. 

The  experience  of  all  liberation  movements  has  shown  that  the  success  of  a revolution 
depends  on  how  much  the  women  take  part  in  it.  The  Soviet  government  is  doing  every- 
thing in  its  power  to  enable  women  to  carry  on  independent  proletarian  socialist  work. 

— V.  I.  Lenin.  “Speech  at  the  First  All-Russia  Congress  of  Working  Women" 

(November  1918) 
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on  lop  of  proletarian  properly  forms — 
whose  nationalist  dogma  of  "sociali.sm  in 
one  country”  i.s  an  obstacle  to  the  defense 
of  the  workers  stales.  Rather  than  fight- 
ing to  win  the  working  masses  in  Latin 
America  and  the  U.S.  to  the  struggle 
for  international  socialist  revolution,  the 
-Casiroite  Stalinist  bureaucracy  has  fos- 
tered illusions  in  "progressive"  bourgeois 
regimes,  from  Salvador  Allende  in  Chile 
in  the  early  1970s  to  Chdvez  today.  Out- 
rageously. on  February  20  the  Vatican’s 
secretary  of  state  arrived  in  Havana  to 
unveil  a monument  to  the  late  Pope  John 
Paul  II  on  the  tenth  anniversary  of  his 
visit  to  Cuba — a monument  to  the  Pope 
of  counterrevolution  who  worked  tire- 
lessly to  restore  capitalism  in  the  East 
European  deformed  workers  states,  espe- 
cially his  native  Poland! 

We  Trotskyists  stand  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  in  Havana  and  establish  a 
regime  of  workers  democracy,  based  on 
the  power  of  workers  councils,  and  revo- 
lutionary internationalism.  The  fight  to 
defend  and  extend  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion has  been  a hallmark  of  our  tendency 
from  its  origins  as  the  Revolutionary  Ten- 
dency (RT)  in  the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(SWP)  in  the  early  1960s.  Against  the 
SWP  majority,  which  equated  the  Castro 
regime  with  the  revolutionary  Bolshevik 
government  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  the  RT 
described  Cuba  as  a deformed  workers 
stale.  As  explained  in  the  1973  preface  to 
"Cuba  and  Marxist  Theory"  [Marxist 
Bulletin  No.  8).  the  RT 

"fought  for  three  main  programmatic 
points  in  orienting  to  the  Cuban  revolu- 
tion and  its  defense:  in.sistence  on  the  Per- 
manent Revolution,  i.c.  the  view  that  no 
essential  task  of  the  revolution  could  be 
• achieved  short  of  the  victory  and  con- 
solidation of  a workers  stale;  and.  corre- 


spondingly. insistence  on  the  struggle  for 
hegemony  of  the  working  clas.s  in  the 
revolution;  together  with  the  necessity  for 
a conscious  Trotskyist  party  as  the  prole- 
tarian vanguard  to  lead  that  struggle.” 

In  contrast  to  our  fight  for  workers 
political  revolution  and  international  so- 
cialist revolution,  various  leftist  intellec- 
tuals. including  prominent  Cuban  writer 
and  Castro  supporter  Celia  Hart,  have 
pushed  the  illusion  that  support  to  Hugo 
Chdvez's  bourgeois  regime  represents  the 
possibility  of  extending  the  Cuban  Revo- 
lution. Speaking  of  Chdvez 's  call  for 
“socialism,"  Hart  asserts:  "It's  like  seeing 
how  the  Permanent  Revolution  thesis  of 
that  Russian  ITroiskyJ  in  1905  comes  to 
life  a century  later."  In  fad.  Chdvez  is  a 
bourgeois  populist  ruler,  no  less  the  class 
opponent  of  the  victory  of  the  workers 
and  oppressed  than  any  neoliberal  politi- 
cian. He  has  moved  to  tighten  the  capital- 
ist slate's  control  over  the  workers  move- 
ment and.  as  even  Hart  admits,  is  not 
about  to  countenance  the  expropriation  of 
the  Venezuelan  bourgeoisie. 

The  main  ally  of  the  Cuban  masses  in 
their  fight  against  imperialism  and  coun- 
terrevolution is  the  international  proletariat, 
not  least  the  multiracial  working  class 
in  the  U.S.  The  Spartacist  League/U.S., 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  fights  to  forge  a revolutionary 
workers  party  that  brings  to  the  American 
proletariat  the  understanding  that  defense 
of  the  Cuban  Revolution  is  integral  to 
its  struggle  againsl  its  own  exploiters, 
the  U.S.  capitalist  rulers.  Along  with  our 
comrades  of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de 
Mexico  and  the  Trotskyist  League/Ligue 
Trotskysle  of  Canada,  we  fight  for  social- 
ist revolution  from  the  Yukon  to  the  Yuca- 
idn  and  throughout  the  Americas.  Down 
with  U.S.  imperialism!  Defend  Cuba!m 


Defend  Puerto  Rican  Teachers  Strike! 


On  February  21.  the  Federacion  de 
Maestros  de  Puerto  Rico  (FMPR).  the 
largest  public  employee  union  on  the 
island  representing  over  40.000  teachers, 
went  on  strike'  in  a fight  for  its  very 
existence  against  government  attempts  to 
smash  it.  The  teachers  are  on  strike  in 
defiance  of  Law  45 — similar  to  New  York 
State’s  Taylor  Law — prohibiting  public 
workers  in  Puerto  Rico  from  striking  or 
even  “promoting"  a strike.  The  teachers 
and  their  supporters  have  been  met  with 
brutal  police  repression.  Twenty-one  have 
been  arrested  (most  released  without 
charges).  In  retaliation  for  voting  to  strike, 
the  government  decertified  the  union, 
fined  it  $30,000.  hailed  the  dues  check-off, 
attempted  to  freeze  its  assets  and  issued 
an  order  against  its  3.000  elected  leaders 
and  delegates,  forbidding  them  from  rep- 
resenting their  members  or  running  in 
union  elections  until  2013!  The  govern- 
ment is  now  threatening  to  fine  the  union 
$10,000  for  each  day  of  the  strike.  The 
union  has  filed  a lawsuit  in  U.S.  federal 
court  appealing  the  government’s  attacks. 

In  a letter  of  solidarity  sent  to  the 
FMPR.  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee, 
a class-struggle  non-sectarian  legal  and 
social  defense  organization  associated 
with  the  Spartacist  League,  called  for 
labor  to  smash  the  union-busting  Law  45. 
The  letter  affirmed.  "The  attack  on  your 
union  is  an  attack  on  all  unions  and  the 
entire  working  class  in  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  United  States.”  Puerto  Rico  is  a 
colony  of  U.S.  imperialism,  and  it  is  ulti- 
mately Washington  that  holds  the  whip 
hand  over  the  Puerto  Rican  masses.  It  is 
crucial  for  the  U.S.  proletariat  to  defend 
the  struggles  of  our  class  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  Puerto  Rico,  and  stand  for  Puerto 
Rico’s  right  to  independence.  Victory  to 
the  teachers  strike! 

We  prim  below  a February  21  protest 
letter  by  the  PDC  addressed  to  An/bal 
Acevedo  Vi  Id.  the  governor  of  Puerto  Rico. 

* *-v  * 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  vig- 
orously protests  the  vicious  police  attacks 
againsl  strikers  and  supporters  of  the 
Federacion  de  Maestros  de  Puerto  Rico 
(FMPR)  teachers  union.  We  also  con- 


demn the  arrests  of  14  teachers.  We 
demand  their  immediate  release  and  that 
all  charges  be  dropped. 

The  FMPR  is  on  strike  after  more  than 
two  years  without  a contract.  They  are 
striking  over  deplorable  wages,  over- 
crowded classrooms  and  buildings  in  de- 
cay. This  morning,  police  attacked  strikers 
and  supporters  defending  the  picket  lines  at 
schools  all  over  the  island.  In  San  Juan,  one 
demonstrator  was  seen  bleeding  from  an 
open  head  wound  after  the  police  beat  him 
with  batons.  Strikers  picketing  at  school 
entrances  were  arrested  on  charges  of 
"obstructing  justice."  "provoking  damage 
to  a vehicle"  and  other  outrageous  charges. 

In  retaliation  for  exercising  its  right  to 
strike,  the  union  faces  threats  by  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Labor  Relations  Commission 
of  decertification  under  Law  45.  which 
forbids  public  employee  unions  from  strik- 
ing. The  PDC  vehemently  protests  this 
slave-labor  law.  The  PDC  demands  the 
immediate  release  of  all  strikers  and  sup- 
porters. Drop  all  charges  now!  * 

♦ * ♦ 

The  PDC  urges  all  unions  and  defend- 
ers of  workers  rights  to  contribute  to  the 
FMPR’s  strike  fund.  Wire  money  to 
the  union's  account  at:  Banco  Bilbao 
Vizcaya  Argentaria  de  Puerto  Rico;  rout- 
ing number:  021502228;  account  name: 
Grupo  Nacional  de  Apoyo  a Maestros  y 
Maestras,  Sucursal  018;  account  number: 

1 05040 1 162.1 
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Mobilize  Now  to  Free  Mumia! 

Pennsylvania  Court  Rejects  Mumia  Abu-Jamal’s  Appeal 

Federal  Court  Decision  Due 


The  following  press  release  was  issued 
on  February  21  by  the  Partisan  De- 
fense Committee,  a class-struggle,  non- 
seciarian  legal  and  social  defense  organ- 
ization as.sociated  with  the  Spariacist 
League. 

On  February  19.  the  Pennsylvania 
Supreme  Court  once  again  slammed  shut 
Its  doors  to  death  row  political  prisoner 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  Citing  procedural 
rules  that  bar  as  untimely  the  use  of  evi- 
dence discovered  after  trial  and  appeal, 
Pennsylvania’s  highest  court  turned  down 
Mumia's  request  for  a hearing  to  present 
evidence  that  key  witnesses  in  his  frame- 
up  trial  perjured  themselves  under  police 
coercion.  Still  pending  in  the  federal 
Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  is  Mu- 
mia's appeal  from  a denial  of  his  applica- 
tion for  habeas  corpus  seeking  to  over- 
turn his  conviction.  Oral  argument  in  that 
appeal  was  held  last  May.  and  a decision, 
either  upholding  the  death  sentence,  con- 
demning Mumia  to  a life  behind  bars  or 
ordering  a new  trial  or  additional  legal 
proceedings,  could  come  any  day. 

A Black  Panther  Party  spokesman  in 
his  youth,  and  later  a renowned  journalist 
and  supporter  of  the  Philadelphia  MOVE 
organization.  Mumia  was  framed  up  for 
the  murder  of  Philadelphia  police  officer 
Daniel  Faulkner  on  9 December  1981, 
and  he  was  sentenced  to  death  explicitly 
for  his  political  views.  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein. 
who  was  a member  of  Mumia’s  legal 
team  from  1995  to  1999.  stated,  "What 
the  court  again  refused  to  hear  is  a small 
piece  of  the  mountain  of  evidence  of 
Mumia’s  innocence.  The  proof  of  Mumia's 
innocence,  which  includes  the  confes- 
sion of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not 
Mumia.  shot  officer  Faulkner,  is  detailed 
in  the  PDC  Fact  Sheet  pamphlet,  Big 
Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal  Lynching" 
(http://www.partisandefense.org). 

Woikenstein  explained.  “The  evidence 
barred  by  the  Pennsylvania  court  cuts  to 
the  heart  of  the  prosecution  frame-up. 
The  only  witness  claiming  to  have  seen 
Mumia  with  a gun  in  hand  was  Cynthia 
White,  a prostitute  who  was  given  favors 
and  coerced  by  the  cops  to  lie.  Two 
months  after  Faulkner’s  death,  cops  and 
prosecutors  concocted  a story  that  while 
bleeding  nearly  to  death  on  the  Jefferson 
Hospital  Emergency  Room  floor.  Mumia 
screamed  out  a confession  to  Faulkner's 
murder.’’  She  continued,  "The  evidence 
barred  by  the  court  was  the  declarations 
by  Yvette  Williams,  who  was  in  jail  with 
Cynthia  White  in  December  1981.  and 
Kenneth  Pate,  step-brother  of  Priscilla 
Durham,  a Jefferson  Hospital  security 
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PDC  contingent  at  May  2007  Mumia  demonstration  in  Philadelphia. 


guard  who  testified  at  Mumia’s  trial  to 
hearing  the  bogus  confession.’’  In  her  28 
January  2002  declaration.  Williams  stated, 
"Cynthia  White  told  me  the  police  were 
making  her  he  and  say  she  saw  Mr.  Jamal 
shoot  Officer  Faulkner  when  she  really 
did  not  see  who  did  it,"  In  his  18  April 
2003  declaration.  Kenneth  Pate  recalled 
that  Durham  told  him  of  pressure  by  the 
cops  to  say  Mumia  confessed,  but  con- 
fided to  him  that  "All  1 heard  him  say 
was:  'Gel  off  me.  get  off  me,  they’re  try- 
ing to  kill  me',’’ 

Wolkenstein  pointed  out  that  "the  pre- 
text for  the  court’s  decision  is  Pennsylva- 
nia’s version  of  the  epidemic  of  laws 
adopted  across  the  country — chief  among 
them  Bill  Clinton's  1996  Antiterrorism 
and  Effective  Death  Penalty  Act — cutting 
off  the  right  of  appeals  for  the  thousands 
on  death  row,  Pennsylvania’s  law  was 
adopted  shortly  after  Mumia’s  first  post- 
conviction relief  (PCRA)  hearings  in 
1995.  precisely  to  cut  off  his  appeal 
rights."  Wolkenstein  continued.  "It  is  one 
of  the  many  ‘Mumia  rules’  that  have  been 
used  to  keep  this  innocent  man  on  death 
row.  Recalling  the  infamous  1857  Dred 
.Scott  case,  court  after  court — stale  and 
federal — have  declared  that  this  fighter 
for  black  freedom  has  no  rights  which 
they  are  bound  to  respect." 

Pam  Africa,  coordinator  of  the  Interna- 
tional Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  stated.  "I  am  not 
shocked  by  this  decision.  The  PA  Supreme 
Court  has  never  ruled  fairly  in  Mumia’s 


case,  especially  with  former  Philadelphia 
DA  Ron  Castille’s  participation.  This 
should  wake  people  up  to  see  the  injus- 
tice in  Mumia’s  case.’’  Castille,  chief 
justice  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme 
Court,  was  the  district  attorney  opposing 
Mumia’s  first  appeal,  and  was  later  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme 
Court  who  turned  down  Mumia’s  appeal 
of  the  denial  of  his  PCRA  in  1997, 
According  to  Wolkenstein.  "The  cur- 
rent appeal  shot  down  by  the  court  was 
filed  in  2(X)3.  shortly  after  the  same  court 
used  the  same  rules  to  refuse  to  even 
consider  the  confession  of  Arnold  Bev- 
erly that  he.  not  Mumia,  shot  and  killed 
officer  Faulkner."  Wolkenstein  explained. 
“Beverly  stated  that  he  and  another  man 
were  hired  to  kill  Faulkner  because 
Faulkner  interfered  with  graft  and  pay- 
offs to  allow  prostitution,  drugs  and 
gambling  in  the  Center  City  area.  This, 
and  a treasure  trove  of  supporting  evi- 


dence. was  filed  in  federal  and  state 
courts  along  with  Mumia’s  own  state- 
ment that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
shooting.  But  these  courts  refuse  to  hear 
the  evidence  because  it  underscores  that 
the  frame-up  of  Mumia  is  not  an  aberra- 
tion. the  working  of  one  racist  judge  or 
a few  rogue  cops,  but  the  workings  of 
the  racist  capitalist  justice  system."  She 
added.  "Neither  the  evidence  barred  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court,  nor 
other  parts  of  the  vast  evidence  of 
Mumia's  innocence,  is  even  before  the 
Third  Circuit," 

Gene  Herson.  Labor  Coordinator  of  the 
PDC.  staled,  "The  racist  capitalist  rulers 
want  Mumia's  legal  lynching  because 
they  see  in  him  the  spectre  of  black  revolt, 
because  of  his  determined  opposition  to 
the  racist  oppression  of  black  people 
which  is  a bedrock  of  American  capital- 
ism. There  is  no  justice  in  this  system 
for  people  like  Mumia.  for  fighters  for 
black  freedom,  for  labor  militants,  for 
opponents  of  the  capitalist  system  and 
its  Democratic  and  Republican  parlies." 
Herson  stressed  the  need  to  mobilize  the 
social  power  of  the  labor  movement, 
along  with  all  fighters  against  racist  injus- 
tice. behind  Mumia's  cause:  "The  only 
pressure  that  will  have  an  impact  on  the 
capitalist  rulers  and  their  courts  is  the  fear 
of  the  consequences  of  e.xecuiing  Mumia 
or  entombing  him  for  life.  It  took  a cam- 
paign of  international  mass  protest,  cru- 
cially including  trade  unionists,  to  stay 
the  executioner’s  hand  when  Mumia  was 
under  a death  warrant  in  1995.  " Herson 
pointed  to  the  call  by  the  PDC  and  other 
organizations  for  day-after  emergency 
protests  in  the  event  of  a negative  deci- 
sion by  the  Third  Circuit  and  to  a 
planned  national  protest  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  third  Saturday  after  (http;//www. 
partisandefense.org/events/index.html). 
He  emphasized.  “These  protests  must 
serve  as  a springboard  to  revive  mass  pro- 
test behind  the  call:  Mumia  is  innocent — 
Free  him  now!  Abolish  the  racist  death 
penalty'"* 


Jennilei 


Prepare  Now  for 
Emergency  Protests! 


On  17  May  2007  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  heard  oral  arguments  in  Mumia's  case, 
and  there  could  be  a decision  at  any  time. 

If  the  Court  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
sentence  or  denies  Mumia’s  appeals  for 
a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  have  called  for  protests  the  day 
after  the  decision.  Others  have  also 
called  for  protests. 

For  more  information  see  the 

PDC  Web  site,  www.partisandefense.org 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 
FREE  MUMIA  NOW! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  "National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation"  (earmarked  for  “Mumia")  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  earmarked  "Uumia"  as  well  as  collections  at  POC  or  other  events  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLG  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia’s  lawyer  for  this  purpose 

Organize  protest/  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization's  newsletter. 

Get  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English.  German  and  French— $.50  each.  $10 
for  30}  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
right-wing  journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying 
tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself. 
The  PDC’s  other  Mumia  pamphlet,  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1).  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters 
the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penaltyr — 
$1  each.  PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row.  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal~$10  DVD, 
$15  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man: 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!— $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail:  partisandefens6@earthlink.net  • Web  site:  www.partisandefense.org 
RO.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York,  NY  10013  • (212)406-4252 
RO.  Box  802867,  Chicago.  IL  60680  • (312)  563-0442 
c/o  Box  29574.  Los  Feliz  Station,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90029  • (213)380-8897 
RO,  Box  77462.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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German  Social  Democracy  Promotes  Capitalist  Counterrevolution 


For  Unconditional  Military  Defense  of 
Chinese  Deformed  Workers  State! 


For  Proletarian  Political  Revolution! 


The  following  article  is  translated  and 
reprinted,  in  edited  form,  from  Spartaki.st 
No.  169  (Winter  2007-2008),  newspaper 
of  the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Ger- 
many. section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League  (Fourth  Internationalist). 


SPARTAKIST 


German  chancellor  Angela  Merkel’s 
reception  of  the  Dalai  Lama  marks,  for 
now.  the  high  point  in  the  continued  anti- 
communist campaign  by  the  bourgeoisie 
and  its  ideologues  against  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state.  After  Merkel, 
U.S.  president  Bush  received  the  Dalai 
Lama — .surely  no  coincidence.  Crocodile 
tears  are  being  shed  over  the  “oppression 
of  Tibet,"  while  the  Communist  Party  of 
China  (CCP)  is  warned  to  observe  "hu- 
man rights.”  All  this  will  escalate  in  view 
of  the  upcoming  Olympic  Games  in  Bei- 
jing in  2008.  Merkel’s  provocation  set  off 
harsh  diplomatic  reactions  in  Beijing. 
Welt  online  (15  November  2007)  writes: 
"Beijing  strategists  are  following  not  only 
the  course  the  EU  takes  toward  China,  but 
also  how  closely  Europe,  which  under 
Jacques  Chirac  and  Gerhard  Schroder  had 
distanced  itself  from  the  USA,  is  again 
approaching  Washington.  The  new  close- 
ness doesn’t  suit  Beijing.  Thus  the  paper 
Global  Times  appeared  with  the  disap- 
proving headline.  ’England,  France  and 
Germany  compete  in  sucking  up  to  the 
USA’.’’  In  fact,  at  the  end  of  November 
the  EU  began  to  exert  massive  pressure  to 
get  the  Chinese  currency,  the  yuan,  reval- 
ued. and  the  chairman  of  the  Euro  group. 
Jean-Claude  Juncker,  has  is,sued  a barely 
veiled  threat  of  trade  war  against  China: 
"Protectionism  is  in  the  air."  warned 
Juncker  (Handelshlatt.  29  November 
2007).  In  the  meantime,  the  U.S,  imperi- 
alists have  concluded  an  anti-Chinese 
military  agreement  with  Japan  and  are 
arming  Taiwan  with  Patriot  missile  sys- 
tems. The  imperialists'  common  goal  is 
to  increase  the  military  and  economic 
pressure  on  China  and  isolate  it  politi- 
cally via  a new  "human  rights”  campaign. 

Merkel’s  reception  of  the  Dalai  Lama 
led  to  disputes  within  the  SPD/CDU 
coalition  government  of  the  Social  Dem- 
ocratic Party  (SPD)  and  the  Christian 
Democratic  Union  (CDU).  Foreign  Min- 
ister Steinmeier  of  the  SPD  criticized  the 
confrontational  course  of  the  CDU: 

“But  basically — and  the  Foreign  Minis- 
ter and  Chancellor  stick  to  this — they  are 
betting  on  differing  approaches  towards 
improving  the  human  rights  situation 


in  China....  [Steinmeier]  is  promoting 
‘long-term  structures’  in  (Germany's} 
China  policy,  recalling  Schroder’s  proj- 
ect. which  initiated  a dialogue  about  a 
stale  founded  on  the  rule  of  law  seven 
years  ago,  an  academic  project  of  Ger- 
man and  Chinese  jurists.  For  economic 
contacts,  it  was  claimed,  the  rule  of  law 
was  necessary — this  is  the  way  Beijing 
was  being  enticed  at  the  lime — and  part 
and  parcel  of  this  were  human  rights.” 
—FAZ.NET,  23  November  2007 
The  SPD  and  CDU  both  want  to  de- 
stroy the  Chinese  workers  stale  by  coun- 
terrevolution but  are  pursuing  different 


strategies  whereby  German  imperialism 
can  achieve  its  interests.  The  SPD  is  con- 
cerned that  Merkel's  closeness  to  the  U.S. 
might  damage  German  interests  in  China 
(and  Russia).  As  chancellor.  Schroder 
went  to  China  with  an  economic  delega- 
tion almost  every  year.  The  SPD  likewise 
is  pushing  the  anti-Communist  "human 
rights”  campaign,  but  more  from  the  back- 
ground. While  Merkel  strikes  a note  that 
recalls  Ronald  Reagan  in  Cold  War  11. 
SPD  policy  is  a continuation  of  their 
"Ostpolitik"  toward  East  Germany  (DDR) 
developed  by  Egon  Bahr  (SPD)  in 
the  mid  '60s  and  described  as  “change 
through  convergence.”  Here  “change” 
always  meant  capitalist  counterrevolution, 
but  in  the  name  of  "democracy.”  “a  social 
market  economy,''  "human  rights”  and — 


even  more  cynically — “workers’  rights.” 
As  in  the  Cold  War  against  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  imperialists  understand  by 
“human  right.s”  above  all  one  thing:  the 
right  of  the  bourgeoisie  to  unlimited 
exploitation  and  enslavement  of  the  work- 
ing masses.  And  this  “right”  was  "vio- 
lated” in  China  by  the  1949  Revolu- 
tion. which  drove  the  bourgeoisie  off 
the  Chinese  mainland.  In  spite  of  the  mar- 
ket reforms.  China  is  not  capitalist.  The 
private  sector  created  by  the  market 
reforms,  including  foreign  companies,  is 


predominantly  light  industry.  Heavy  in- 
dustry— steel,  non-ferrous  metals,  heavy 
machinery  production,  telecommunica- 
tions. energy,  petrochemicals — is  concen- 
trated in  state-owned  companies,  which 
are  strategically  far  more  important.  State 
ownership  of  land  has  prevented  the 
development  of  a layer  of  rich  large 
landowners  dominating  the  rural  areas. 
State  control  over  the  financial  system 
has  so  far  been  able  to  protect  the  Peo- 
ple's Republic  of  China  from  the  maneu- 
vers of  speculative  capital,  which  have 
ruined  the  economy  in  so  many  capitalist 
neocolonies. 

As  the  strongest  of  the  remaining 
deformed  workers  states.  China  has  been 
drawn  into  the  cross  hairs  of  the  imperi- 
alists especially  since  the  counterrevolu- 


tionary destruction  of  the  deformed  work- 
ers states  of  East  Europe  and.  in  particu- 
lar, the  destruction  of  the  degenerated 
workers  state  of  the  Soviet  Union  in 
1991-92.  As  a result  of  the  treacherous 
Stalinist  policy  of  “socialism  in  one  coun- 
try" and  its  associated  illusions  in  "peace- 
ful coexistence”  between  the  Chinese 
workers  state  and  imperialism,  the  Chi- 
nese bureaucracy  has  been  making  con- 
cessions to  the  imperialists.  Thus,  it  sup- 
ports the  "war  against  terror."  the  sanctions 
against  Iran  and  the  campaign  for  the 


nuclear  disarmament  of  North  Korea. 
Nonetheless,  China  is  surrounded  today 
by  a whole  system  of  U.S.  military  bases. 
Along  with  North  Korea,  it  is  on  the  Pen- 
tagon’s list  as  a potential  target  of  a 
nuclear  first  strike  by  the  U.S..  while  the 
U.S.  program  of  National  Missile  De- 
fense has  the  strategic  goal  of  neutraliz- 
ing China’s  modest  nuclear  capacities. 
Japan  and  the  U.S.  are  cooperating  mili- 
tarily. subordinating  their  rivalry  to  their 
common  hostility  to  the  workers  states  in 
Asia.  We  are  in  favor  of  China  and  North 
Korea  developing,  testing  and  producing 
nuclear  weapons  to  defend  themselves 
against  U.S.  and  Japanese  imperialism. 
We  tight  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  China  and  the  other  deformed 
workers  stales  of  North  Korea.  Cuba  and 
Vietnam  against  imperialism  and  internal 
counterrevolution. 

The  "Free  Tibet”  cause  originated  with 
the  machinations  of  the  American  CIA 
and  other  imperialist  forces  intent  on 
fomenting  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
China.  Until  its  overthrow  following  the 
1949  Chinese  Revolution,  the  Tibetan 
“Lamaocracy”  ruled  a society  where  slav- 
ery was  rampant,  medical  care  nonexist- 
ent and  literacy  the  preserve  of  (some  of) 
the  ruling  priest-caste.  As  in  the  case  of 
other  horribly  benighted  and  backward 
countries,  even  a modicum  of  moderniza- 
tion can  only  come  from  without. 

In  1950.  the  People’s  Liberation  Army 
(PLA)  occupied  Tibet  in  response  to 
counterrevolutionary  resistance  fomented 
by  U.S.  imperiali.sm  and  Taiwan.  In  1959. 
a rebellion  inspired,  armed  and  financed 
by  the  CIA  (with  help  from  Taiwan  and 
India)  culminated  in  a monk/aiistocrat- 
led  uprising  in  Lhasa,  which  was  crushed 
by  the  PLA.  Again.si  the  imperialist  hue 


Left:  Tibetan  Buddhist  monks  surrender  to  Chinese  Red  Army  troops  in  Lhasa  after  leading  reactionary  armed  revolt, 
April  1959.  Right:  Workers  in  China  s Qinghai  Province  constructing  world’s  highest  railway  line  that  climbs  to  16,64() 
feet  above  sea  level  to  cross  Tibetan  plateau.  The  train  line  is  now  in  operation. 


Left:  Baosteel  plant  in  Shanghai,  part  of  China’s  collectivized  Industry.  Right:  German  chancellor  Angela  Merkel 
welcomes  Dalai  Lama,  spearhead  of  “Free  Tibet"  movement  for  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  China. 
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and  cry  over  "poor  litlle  Tibet,"  the  Trot- 
skyists stood  forthrightly  for  the  defense 
of  China.  Following  the  defeat  of  the 
counterrevolutionary  uprising  in  1959, 
the  Chinese  deformed  workers  state  abol- 
ished iilag  (forced  peasant  labor),  slavery 
and  the  myriad  of  mandatory  taxes  paid 
to  the  aristocracy  and  monasteries.  The 
land,  livestock  and  tools  of  the  aristocrats 
who  fled  into  exile  were  distributed  to  the 
peasants,  as  were  the  land  and  chattels  of 
the  monasteries  that  had  participated  in 
the  uprising.  It  is  because  Tibet  is  part  of 
a deformed  workers  state  that  life  expec- 
tancy has  dramatically  increased  (from 
35.5  years  in  the  1950s  to  67  by  2001) 
and  infant  mortality  has  dramatically  de- 
creased (from  430  per  1,000  births  in 
1959  to  6.61). 

The  call  for  an  "independent  Tibet"  at 
this  time  can  only  be  a rallying  call  for 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Chinese  proletariat  must  com- 
bat the  Han  chauvinism  of  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  and  oppose  all  discrimina- 
tion against  Tibetans,  the  Muslim  Uighurs 
of  Xinjiang  and  other  national  and  ethnic 
minorities.  The  fate  of  the  Tibetan  peo- 
ple is  inextricably  bound  up  with  the 
struggle  for  proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion in  China  and  socialist  revolution  in 
the  capitalist  countries — from  the  Indian 
subcontinent  to  Japan  and  other  imperi- 
alist centers. 

The  fate  of  China,  the  most  populous 
land  on  earth,  where  the  bourgeoisie  was 
expropriated  by  the  1949  Revolution,  is 
of  central  interest  to  all  the  workers  of 
the  world.  The  international  proletariat 
must  be  won  to  the  understanding  that  it 
must  defend  China  against  internal  coun- 
terrevolution and  against  its  own  bour- 
geoisies. Ultimately,  only  a political  revo- 
lution in  China  can  lead  to  the  rule  of 
workers  soviets,  and  only  the  extension 
of  the  Chinese  Revolution  can  ensure  the 
defense  and  development  of  its  gains.  In 
Germany,  the  central  obstacle  to  this 
revolutionary  consciousness  is  the  social- 
democratic  program  of  pursuing  nation- 
alist protectionism  and  class  collabo- 
ration with  the  bourgeoisie  at  home, 
and  promoting  counterrevolution  in  the 
remaining  workers  states  under  cover  of 
“human  rights”  and  “democracy.” 

“Market  Reforms”  Sharpen 
Contradictions  in  the 
Chinese  Workers  State 

In  order  to  promote  counterrevolution, 
the  Imperialists  are  on  the  one  hand  put- 
ting more  military  pressure  on  China  and 
on  the  other  intensifying  their  economic 
penetration  by  utilizing  China's  "market 
reforms."  The  market  reforms  of  the  past 
decades  have  enormously  sharpened  the 
contradictions  in  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state.  But  contrary  to  the  wide- 
spread belief  on  the  left  that  China  is 
already  capitalist  or  irreversibly  on  the 
way  to  becoming  capitalist,  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  is  not  capable  of  bringing 
about  a cold,  step-by-step  restoration  of 
capitalism  from  above.  In  1936,  in  The 
Revolution  Betrayed,  Trotsky  explained 
in  regard  to  the  Soviet  degenerated  work- 
ers state  that  "a  further  development  of 
the  accumulating  contradictions  can  as 
well  lead  to  socialism  as  back  to  capital- 
ism; h)  on  the  road  to  capitalism  the 
counterrevolution  would  have  to  break 
the  resistance  of  the  workers;  i)  on  the 
road  to  socialism  the  workers  would 
have  to  overthrow  the  bureaucracy.” 

The  ruling  Stalinist  bureaucracy  is  a 
fragile,  contradictory  caste,  not  a homo- 
geneous class  based  on  private  ownership 
of  the  means  of  production.  The  accumu- 
lating contradictions  in  China  will  lead 
sooner  or  later  to  the  collapse  of  Stalin- 
ist bonapartism  and  the  political  shatter- 
ing of  the  ruling  Communist  Party.  But 
whether  this  is  followed  by  a capitalist 
counterrevolution  that  breaks  the  resis- 
tance of  the  Chinese  working  class  and 
destroys  the  workers  state,  or  by  a prole- 
tarian political  revolution  that  overthrows 
the  rule  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy, 
establishing  the  political  rule  of  workers 
soviets  in  China  and  fighting  to  extend 
the  Chinese  revolution  internationally, 
will  be  a question  of  struggle.  Basing 


China  Photos 


October  2007:  Workers  demonstrate  outside  paper  products  factory  in 
Shenzhen,  China,  to  demand  back  pay. 


ourselves  on  our  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  deformed  workers  states 
against  imperialist  attack  and  internal 
counterrevolution,  we  fight  for  proletar- 
ian political  revolutions  to  bring  down  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracies  and  establish  the 
rule  of  workers  soviets. 

With  the  Cftinese  Revolution  of  1949. 
capitalist  rule  was  smashed  and  Chinese 
society  fundamentally  transformed.  This 
victory  was  won  by  Mao  Zedong’s  Peo- 
ple's Liberation  Army,  which  was  based 
on  the  peasantry.  The  capitalists  and 
large  landowners  fled  to  Taiwan,  where 
they  were  protected  by  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. Mainland  China,  which  had  been 
divided  and  plundered  by  the  imperialists, 
was  unified.  China  was  reconstructed  as 
a workers  state  with  a centrally  planned 
economy;  this  was  a huge  social  leap  for- 
ward. Over  the  next  few  years,  land  was 
distributed  to  the  peasants,  the  key  indus- 
tries were  expropriated  and  a significant 
component  of  state-owned  industry  was 
built  up.  The  liberating  effect  of  the  Rev- 
olution is  evident  in  the  status  of  Chi- 
nese women,  who  made  enormous  progress 
over  their  previous  miserable  existence, 
symbolized  by  the  barbaric  practice  of 
footbinding. 

But  the  Chinese  CP  was  not  a party 
based  on  the  working  class;  rather  it 
rested  on  the  peasantry.  After  the  bour- 
geois Guomindang  had  massacred  the 
insurrectionary  workers  in  Shanghai  in 
1927,  the  CP  abandoned  the  working 
class.  Only  due  to  an  exceptional  histori- 
cal situation  was  it  able  to  smash  capital- 
ism two  decades  later.  The  working  class 
had  been  atomized  by  the  horrific  oppres- 
sion of  both  the  Guomindang  and  the 
Japanese  imperialists.  After  the  defeat  of 
Japan  in  the  Second  World  War.  bour- 
geois rule  was  unstable,  and  the  Guomin- 
dang regime  was  decaying  from  within. 
An  additional  factor  was  the  existence 
of  the  Soviet  workers  state,  which  was 
able  to  offer  economic  and  military  assis- 
tance to  the  new  People's  Republic.  From 
the  start,  the  CCP  regime  suppressed 
independent  action  by  the  working  class, 
while  falsely  claiming  to  be  building 
"socialism  in  one  country."  This  stood  in 
sharp  contradiction  to  the  beginnings  of 
the  Soviet  Union  in  the  October  Revo- 
lution of  1917.  a proletarian  revolution 
led  by  Lenin  and  Trotsky's  Bolshevik 


Party  that  translated  Marxism  into  deeds. 
The  October  Revolution  showed  that  the 
working  class  can  take  power  and  wield  it 
through  democratically  elected  workers 
soviets.  The  internationalist  early  Soviet 
Union  became  a beacon  to  the  working 
class  and  oppressed  worldwide. 

To  the  Bolshevik  leadership,  it  was 
clear  that  workers  revolutions  in  more 
advanced  countries  were  necessary  to 
establish  an  international  planned  econ- 
omy and  produce  the  social  growth  rates 
and  abundance  which  are  the  necessary 
foundation  for  socialism — a society 
based  on  equality  and  without  material 
want.  But  the  revolutionary  uprisings 
after  World  War  1.  in  particular  in  Ger- 
many, were  crushed  through  the  betrayal 
of  the  pro-capitalist  social  democrats  and 
because  there  were  no  experienced  par- 
ties. like  the  Bolsheviks,  that  could  have 
led  the  masses  to  conquer  state  power.  In 
the  wake  of  these  defeats,  especially  that 
of  the  German  Revolution  in  1923,  a con- 
servative nationalist  bureaucracy  took 
political  power  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  late 
!923-early  1924.  In  the  course  of  the 
degeneration  of  the  workers  state.  Stalin 
and  his  clique  turned  away  from  prole- 
tarian internationalism  and  created  the 
anti-Marxist  dogma  of  “building  social- 
ism in  one  country."  A few  years  later, 
seeking  “peaceful  coexistence”  with  impe- 
rialism. they  sabotaged  revolutionary  pos- 
sibilities abroad,  not  least  the  Second  Chi- 
nese Revolution  of  1925-27,  which  they 
betrayed  by  subordinating  the  young  Chi- 
nese CP  to  the  bourgeois  Guomindang. 

Historically,  the  anti-revolutionary  char- 
acter of  the  Chinese  bureaucracy  can  be 
seen  in  its  alliance  with  U.S.  imperialism 
against  the  Soviet  Union,  a logical  conse- 
quence of  the  search  for  “peaceful  coexis- 
tence" with  the  rulers  in  Washington. 
In  1972,  as  bombs  were  raining  down 
on  Vietnam.  Mao  Zedong  received  U.S. 
president  Nixon  in  Beijing.  These  politics 
were  continued  by  Mao’s  successor.  Deng 
Xiaoping.  In  1979.  four  years  after  the 
heroic  Vietnamese  had  defeated  the  U.S., 
Chinese  troops  criminally  invaded  Viet- 
nam. Shortly  thereafter,  China  supported 
the  murderous  Islamic  mujahedin  in 
Afghanistan,  who  were  fighting  against 
the  Soviet  Red  Army.  In  many  respects 
both  the  Mao  and  Deng  wings  of  the 
bureaucracy  helped  imperialism  destroy 


the  Soviet  Union.  And.  not  least,  it  was 
Mao’s  alliance  with  U.S.  imperialism  that 
prepared  the  way  for  Deng  to  open  the 
door  to  imperialism’s  economic  penetra- 
lion^of  China. 

The  market-oriented  reforms  initiated 
by  Deng  in  1978  were  made  possible  by 
the  previous  successes  of  the  planned 
economy  under  Mao.  They  were  an 
attempt  to  tackle  the  incompetence  of  the 
bureaucratic  command  economy,  within 
the  framework  of  Stalinist  bonapartism. 
As  we  wrote  in  the  1980s; 

"Within  the  framework  of  Stalinism, 
there  is  thus  an  inherent  tendency  to 
replace  centralized  planning  and  man- 
agement with  market  mechanisms.  Since 
managers  and  workers  cannot  be  subject 
to  the  discipline  of  soviet  democracy 
(workers  councils),  increa.singly  the 
bureaucracy  sees  subjecting  the  eco- 
nomic actors  to  the  discipline  of  market 
competition  as  the  only  answer  to  eco- 
nomic inefficiency." 

— "For  Central  Planning  Through 
Soviet  Democracy."  printed  in 
Spartacist  pamphlet.  "Market 
Socialism"  in  Eastern  Europe, 
July  1988 

The  Stalinist  bureaucracy  opened  the 
country  to  imperialist  investment,  privat- 
ized .strategically  unimportant  compa- 
nies and  ultimately  abandoned  the  state 
monopoly  of  foreign  trade.  The  planned 
economy  was  replaced  by  market  mecha- 
nisms and  agriculture  was  decollectiv- 
ized,  so  that  peasant  families  could  get 
their  own  little  piece  of  land  on  a long- 
term lease.  Over  time,  the  regime  abol- 
ished the  "iron  rice  bowl."  which  was 
based  on  guaranteeing  workers  a job  for 
life  and  was  .seen  by  urban  workers  as  an 
important  gain  of  the  1949  Revolution. 
But  a country  as  poor  and  backward  as 
China  could  obviously  not  offer  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  peasants  a job  in 
state  industry,  guaranteed  for  life  and  at 
a significantly  higher  wage  rate  than  the 
income  of  members  of  a rural  commune. 

In  fact,  industry  has  grown  enor- 
mously. and  over  half  the  working  popu- 
lation is  now  employed  in  manufac- 
turing, transport,  construction  and  the 
public  service  sector.  Up  to  150  million 
peasants  became  proletarians  since  “mar- 
ket reforms”  began.  According  to  Monthly 
Labour  Review  (July  2005),  there  were 
twice  as  many  industrial  workers  in  China 
as  in  all  the  G-7  states  together.  This  is  a 
progressive  development  of  great  histori- 
cal significance.  Development  in  China 
puts  the  growth  in  capitalist  neocolonies 
in  the  shade,  whether  it  be  “tiger  states" 
like  Indonesia  and  South  Korea,  or  India, 
which  won  its  independence  around  the 
same  time  as  China  but  remained  capital- 
ist. India’s  per  capita  gross  national  prod- 
uct is  only  half  that  of  China,  while  the 
poverty  rate  of  China  is  only  half  that  of 
India.  Child  malnutrition  is  75  percent 
lower  in  China  than  in  India.  In  China, 
almost  90  percent  of  women  are  literate, 
almost  twice  as  high  as  in  India. 

China  today  is  a country  seething  with 
discontent.  On  the  one  hand,  economic 
penetration  by  the  imperialists  has  enor- 
mously strengthened  the  forces  for  inter- 
nal counterrevolution.  A class  of  capitalist 
entrepreneurs  has  developed  with  family 
and  financial  connections  both  to  the  CCP 
bureaucracy  and  to  the  Chinese  capital- 
ists in  Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong.  A layer  of 
well-to-do  managers,  professionals  and 
continued  on  page  6 
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{continued fmm  page  5) 
technocrats  has  been  created  that  enjoys  a 
lifestyle  like  that  in  the  West.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  policies  carried  out  by  the  Bei- 
jmg  Stalinists  have  come  at  the  cost  of  a 
significant  part  of  the  working  class  and 
rural  toilers,  driving  them  into  poverty. 
Important  social  gains  such  as  health  care 
have  been  eroded,  millions  of  unem- 
ployed are  looking  for  new  jobs,  and  if 
they  find  work  at  all.  they  arc  employed 
m the  private  sector  under  much  worse 
conditions,  without  the  social  benefits  of 
the  state  sector.  Some  l.SO  million  migrant 
workers  have  moved  from  the  country- 
side into  the  cities,  where  they  toil  under 
wretched  conditions  with  few  political 
rights  and  are  often  scorned  by  urban 
workers.  The  result  is  massive  struggles; 
workers  protesting  against  non-payment 
of  wages,  layoffs  or  poor  working  con- 
ditions; peasants  protesting  against  cor- 
ruption and  illegal  theft  of  their  land  by 
party  bureaucrats  or  against  environmen- 
tal pollution.  We  support  these  struggles. 
The  ruling  bureaucracy  is  clearly  split 
between  elements  who  want  to  pursue  the 
economic  “reforms"  unabated,  those  who 
want  more  state  intervention  and  others 
who  want  to  return  to  a bureaucratically 
planned  economy. 

According  to  the  bureaucrats'  official 
Statistics,  there  were  87.000  protests  in 
2005  alone.  But  militancy  at  the  eco- 
nomic level  is  not  enough.  The  working 
class  must  take  up  the  struggle  at  the 
political  level.  What’s  needed  is  a revolu- 
tionary vanguard  party  in  China  to  fight 
for  a proletarian  political  revolution.  Such 
a party  would  fight  to  unite  all  sectors  of 
the  working  class  in  an  alliance  with  the 
rural  workers  and  the  urban  poor.  Migrant 
workers  must  receive  all  the  rights  of  legal 
residents — including  access  to  health 
care,  housing  and  public  education — and 
equal  pay  for  equal  work.  The  imperialist 
investments  in  the  private  sector  must  be 
renegotiated  in  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing class. 

As  we  explain  in  our  article  "China’s 
Market  Reforms’ — A Trotskyist  Analy- 
sis" [WV  Nos.  874  and  875.  4 August 
and  I September  2006),  a real  reduction 
m the  gap  between  the  city  and  the  coun- 
tryside requires  a massive  redistribution 
and  reallocation  of  economic  resources. 
The  introduction  of  modern  technology 
in  the  countryside  demands  a qualita- 
tively higher  industrial  base  than  that 
which  exists  today.  Correspondingly,  a 
growth  in  agricultural  productivity  would 
necessitate  an  enormous  extension  of 
industrial  jobs  in  the  urban  areas  in  order 
to  absorb  the  huge  workforce  which  would 
no  longer  be  required  in  the  countryside. 
This  would  no  doubt  be  a lengthy  proc- 
ess. especially  given  the  still  limited  size 
and  relatively  low  productivity  of  China's 
industrial  base. 

All  this  shows  the  strategic  necessity 
of  extending  the  Chinese  revolution  to 
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advanced  capitalist  countries  like  Japan 
and  of  establishing  an  international 
planned  economy;  both  the  tempo  and 
ultimately  the  viability  of  this  perspective 
depend  upon  it.  A red  China  of  work- 
ers councils  would  be  a beacon  for  the 
oppressed  working  masses  of  Asia  and 
the  entire  world.  A victorious  proletarian 
political  revolution  would  deal  a death- 
blow to  the  bourgeoisie’s  “death  of  com- 
munism" propaganda,  and  it  would  lift  up 
the  downtrodden  masses  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union  and  Eastern  Europe  and 
inspire  the  workers  of  Western  Europe. 

Protectionist  Campaign 
Against  China 

There  is  a mounting  campaign  by  the 
bourgeoisie  in  Germany  to  conjure  up  the 
image  of  a "Chinese  threat."  In  its  27 
August  2007  issue.  Der  Spiegel  vituper- 
ates in  its  lead  article;  "The  Yellow  Spies 
— How  China  Spies  on  German  Tech- 
nology," The  article  fulfills  its  promise  of 
racist  and  anti-Communist  witchhunting; 
“Every  student,  every  businessman"  from 
China  is  presented  "as  an  informer,  as 
a stool  pigeon."  “800.000  informers" 
worldwide  and  "in  Germany  alone  there 
are  more  than  27.000  Chinese  students." 
Then  China  is  accused  of  having  infected 
government  computers  with  “Trojans" — 
an  action  which  the  German  government 
is  now  planning  against  its  own  citizens! 

Der  Spiegel  waxes  indignant  over  the 
Chinese  workers  state;  "In  this  way  it 
not  only  steals  government  secrets — that 
alone  would  be  bad  enough.  At  the  same 
time.  It  is  also  stealing  national  wealth; 
German  know-how.  That  is  the  only  raw 
material  worth  mentioning  that  the  Fed- 
eral Republic  has  to  offer  in  the  interna- 
tional competition  for  prosperity."  This 
pushes  the  lie  that  it  is  China’s  economic 
development  that  threatens  the  living 
standards  of  the  working  class  in  Ger- 
many. and  not  the  German  bourgeoisie, 
which  is  continually  intensifying  exploi- 
tation here.  This  campaign  is  intended  to 
create  a climate  in  which  the  bour- 
geoisie’s all-sided  theft  of  wages  and 
social  benefits  from  the  working  popula- 
tion can  be  further  intensified,  so  as  to 
amass  more  profit  and  to  expand  against 
the  imperialist  competitors. 

As  far  as  “German  know-how"  is  con- 
cerned. a short  look  at  history  shows  us 
that  It  Is  by  no  means  as  German  as  the 
chauvinist  Spiegel  would  like  us  to  think. 
The  industrial  revolution  in  Germany 
was  earned  out  in  the  19th  century  with 
know-how  that  was  stolen  lock,  stock 
and  barrel  from  England,  the  leading 
industrial  power  of  the  day.  Be  it  the 
steam  engine,  mechanical  looms  or  steel 
production — that  was  all  spied  out  dur- 
ing factory  visits  in  England  and  then 
copied,  or  it  was  brought  into  the  coun- 
try by  the  recruitment  of  English  engi- 
neers. And  Japan  and  the  other  capitalist 
powers  which  rose  after  England  pro- 
ceeded no  differently. 

More  fundamentally,  all  nationalist 
protectionist  campaigns  serve  to  throttle 
workers’  struggles  to  defend  wages  and 
social  benefits.  The  trade-union  bureauc- 
racy constitutes  the  transmission  belt 
bringing  this  bourgeois  program  into  the 


working  class.  Instead  of  mobilizing 
workers  to  defend  their  interests  in  class 
struggle  against  the  bosses,  the  union 
bureaucrats,  with  their  program  of  class 
collaboration,  act  as  advisers  to  the  capi- 
talists on  how  to  run  the  shop  better. 

While  protectionism  is^  possible  op- 
tion for  the  bourgeoisie,  it  is  deadly  poi- 
son for  the  working  class,  splitting  the 
working  class  along  national  lines  ond 
subordinating  it  to  its  own  bourgeoisie. 
And  this  is  how  the  union  bureaucracy 
pits  the  multiethnic  German  working 
class  against  the  working  classes  of  other 
countries,  e.g..  against  "low-wage  com- 
petition" from  China  or  Eastern  Europe. 
The  Social  Democratic  union  bureauc- 
racy quite  consciously  refrains  from 
demands  for  import  controls  or  customs 
duties  since  it  deeply  shares  the  national- 


ist logic  of  "Siandori  Deutschland"  (Ger- 
many; the  place  for  investment  and  indus- 
try ).  knowing  that  the  welfare  of  German 
industry  depends  on  exports. 

One  example  is  Hamburg.  The  harbor 
workers’  willingness  to  struggle  against 
the  Port  Package  attacks  on  wages  and 
working  conditions  was  diverted  by  the 
union  bureaucracy  onto  a protectionist 
track  behind  their  "own"  bosses,  using 
the  slogan  “harbor  work  for  harbor  work- 
ers.” which  is  directly  aimed  against  sea- 
men. Hand  m hand  with  this,  the  union 
lops  explained  to  the  workers  at  a demon- 
stration on  1 1 January  2006:  "if  in  the 
future  powert'ul  global  players  from  Hong 
Kong  and  Singapore  can  buy  into  the 
Hamburg  harbor  company,  then  it  won’t 
be  much  longer  before  Asian  social  stan- 
dards with  day  labor,  mini-wage  and  hire 
and  fire  come  to  these  shores,”  The  picture 
painted  here  by  the  ver.di  service  sec- 
tor union  bureaucrats  serves  as  national- 
ist propaganda,  which  they  use  to  try  to 
rally  the  workers  behind  their  "own" 
bosses  and  their  government.  In  fact, 
there  hasn’t  been  a strike  in  the  Hamburg 
harbor  for  decades,  in  spite  of  relentless 
attacks  by  the  German  bosses,  while  even 
the  24-hour  strike  on  1 1 January  2006 
was  organized  so  as  not  to  hurt  the 
bosses.  Against  the  poison  of  nationalist . 
isolation,  the  working  class  must  be  won 
to  a clas.s-struggle  program  on  an  interna- 


tionalist basis;  Equal  pay  for  equal  work, 
regardless  of  who  carries  it  out!  The  har- 
bor workers  must  solidari/.e  with  every- 
one who  unloads  ships,  whether  seamen 
or  immigrants,  organize  them  in  a union 
and  fight  for  the  full  contract  wage  for  all. 
The  same  applies  to  the  truckers  in  the 
harbor  and  all  the  other  workers  who  have 
to  slave  below  contract  wages  in  the  har- 
bor. Harbor  contract  for  harbor  work! 
Organize  the  unorganized!  Full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants!  Down  with  the 
work  ban  against  East  European  workers! 

A 21  April  2005  article  by  the  Wolfs- 
burg local  of  the  IG  Metall  metal  workers 
union  summarizes  the  protectionist  jus- 
tifications employed  by  the  union  bureau- 
crats to  sell  out  the  struggles  that  were 
going  on  against  the  bosses’  massive 
attacks  on  strategic  sections  of  the  work- 
ing class,  as  at  VW  and  DaimlerChrysler: 
"For  some  time  now.  announcing  a (pos- 
sible! relocation  has  no  longer  been  a 
threat,  but  reality,  according  to  [Frank] 
Pa’tta  l-sccond  in  command  of  IG  Metall 
Wolfsburg],  The  trade  unionist  calculates 
that  '1.000  jobs  are  lost  daily  in  Ger- 
many’.. But.  Patia  admits,  saving  jobs 
doesn't  mean  making  them  secure;  ’Our 
processes  and  structures  must  again 
become  more  efficient.  Only  if  we  pro- 
duce and  sell  competitive  cars  at  Volks- 
wagen will  our  Jobs  also  remain 
secure — until  201 1 and  beyond’." 

After  concessions  were  made  by  IG 
Metall-Wolfsburg  to  the  VW  bosses,  pro- 
duction of  models  from  Brussels  and 
South  Africa  was  then  shifted  to  Wolfs- 
burg. and  more  than  half  the  jobs  in 
Brussels  were  axed.  While  the  IG  Metall 
bureaucrats  and  plant  council  princes 
like  to  prattle  about  international  soli- 
darity from  time  to  time,  the  struggle  of 
the  Belgian  VW  workers  for  their  jobs 
was  brutally  betrayed  here  for  a further 
dirty  deal  with  the  VW  bosses. 


The  working  class  in  Germany  must 
solidarize  with  the  powerful  Chine.se  pro- 
letariat on  the  basis  of  defense  of  the 
Chine.se  deformed  workers  state  against 
the  common  enemy:  the  imperialist  bour- 
geoisie. A counterrevolution  in  China 
would  not  just  mean  greater  immiseration 
of  the  Chinese  working  masses  than  is 
presently  the  case  in  Eastern  Europe  and 
the  former  Soviet  Union — a counterrevo- 
lution would  also  encourage  the  imperi- 
alists to  carry  out  another  wave  of  attacks 
against  the  working  class  here,  just  as 
they  did  following  the  destruction  of  the 
DDR  and  Soviet  Union. 

The  Counterrevolutionary  Role 
of  the  Social  Democracy 

This  support  of  their  own  bourgeoisie 
by  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  and  the 
social  democracy  via  nationalist  protec- 
tionism is  amplified  by  their  regurgita- 
tion of  the  bourgeoisie’s  "human  rights" 
campaign,  which  they  extend  with  an 
even  more  dangerous  variant,  "workers’ 
rights."  Since  the  October  Revolution  of 
1917.  the  social  democracy  has  raved 
against  the  workers  states  in  the  name  of 
“democracy."  This  derives  from  the  char- 
acter of  both  the  SPD  and  the  Linkspartei 
(Left  Party)  as  bourgeois  workers  parties, 
parties  whose  base  lies  in  the  working 
class,  above  all  via  their  connection  to 
the  trade  unions,  but  whose  program  and 
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Chinese  students  visiting  German  city  of  Chemnitz  are  among  those 
denounced  by  chauvinist  newsweekly  Der  Spiegel  (inset)  as  “Yeilow  Spies." 
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leadership  are  entirely  dedicated  to  capi- 
talism. Social  democracy  is  bused  on  a 
thin  privileged  layer  of  labor  aristocrats 
who  are  bribed  by  the  bourgeoisie  with 
the  help  of  superprofits  from  the  exploi- 
tation of  the  ncocolonial  peoples.  In 
August  1914  with  the  outbreak  of  the 
First  World  War.  an  imperialist  war  of 
conquest,  the  social  democracy  openly 
went  over  to  the  side  of  their  respective 
bourgeoisies,  mobilizing  the  workers  as 
cannon  fodder  against  their  class  broth- 
ers in  other  countries. 

Following  World  War  I a revolutionary 
wave  shook  the  capitalist  world.  Led  by 
Lenin  and  Trotsky's  Bolsheviks,  in  Octo- 
ber 1917  the  workers  in  Russia  had  over- 
thrown the  bourgeoisie,  smashed  their 
capitalist  stale  and  erected  a workers 
state  in  Western  Europe  the  social  democ- 
racy managed,  due  to  the  inexperience 
of  the  young,  newly  founded  Communist 
parlies,  to  save  bourgeois  rule.  In  Ger- 
many. the  SPD  organized  the  Frcikorps 
(paramilitary  bands)  and  had  Karl  Lieb- 
knecht  and  Rosa  Luxemburg  murdered, 
beheading  the  young  German  Communist 
Party  (KPD).  While  the  SPD  leaders 
Friedrich  Ebert.  Philipp  Scheidemann 
and  Gustav  Noske  drowned  the  revolution 
in  the  blood  of  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  workers,  ‘'left”  social  democrat  Karl 
Kautsky  of  the  social-pacifist  Independ- 
ent Social  Democratic  Party  ranted  against 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  and 
propagated  the  illusion  of  ‘ pure  democ- 
racy.” In  1918.  in  Tfw  Prvlelarian  Revo- 
lulion  and  the  Renegade  Kautsky.  Lenin 
explained  that  "democracy"  is  a type  of 
state.  And  the  state — at  its  core  the  police, 
army  and  courts — is  not  neutral.  So  the 
question  always  posed  for  Marxists  is; 
democracy  for  which  class?  Marx  drew 
the  decisive  lesson  from  the  Pans  Com- 
mune of  1871  that  the  proletariat  can- 
not simply  take  over  the  bourgeois  state 
machinery,  but  must  smash  it.  "shatter"  it 
and  replace  it  with  its  own  slate;  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat.  And  that  is 
exactly  what  Lenin  and  Trotsky's  Bolshe- 
viks did  in  the  October  Revolution  of  1 9 1 7. 

The  SPD's  agency  for  all  kinds  of  hid- 
den counterrevolutionary  activities  is  the 
fittingly  named  Friedrich  Ebert  Founda- 
tion (FES),  Ebert  was  the  Social  Demo- 
cratic hangman  of  the  November  Revolu- 
tion of  1918-19.  famous  for  having  said: 
"If  the  Kaiser  fails  to  abdicate,  then 
social  revolution  is  inevitable.  But  I 
don't  want  it.  indeed.  1 hate  it  like  sin." 
The  FES  is  a classic  "non"-governmenlal 
organization  (NGO)  closely  linked  to  the 
leaderships  of  the  DGB  (trade-union  fed- 
eration) and  the  SPD.  From  time  to  time 
It  presents  itself  as  an  organization  of 
the  German  workers  movement.  But  it 
serves  German  imperialism  and  seeks  to 
promote  its  interests  around  the  world. 
Thus  the  FES  acted  as  a conveyor  bell 
for  CIA  and  other  monies  in  order  to 
suppress  revolution  in  Portugal  in  1974. 
When  leftist  insurgents  in  Latin  America 
sought  power,  it  intervened  heavily  in 
order  to  prevent  them  from  following  the 
Cuban  road  and  smashing  capitalism. 
And  it  was  in  the  front  lines  of  the  drive 
to  counterrevolution  in  Eastern  Europe 
and  the  Soviet  Union.  It  is  the  instrument 
that  is  supposed  to  make  counterrevo- 
lution palatable  to  Chinese  workers  in 
exchange  for  a bit  of  worker  partici- 
pation {Miihesiinumiiig)  and  of  course 
"democracy."  To  this  end,  it  employs  the 
real  conflicts  in  Chinese  society,  present- 
ing to  the  workers  an  image  of  being  on 
their  side  against  exploitation,  frightful 
working  conditions  and  the  like. 

The  Social-Democratic  DGB  bureauc- 
racy does  the  same  thing,  IG  Metall- 
Wolfsburg  reported  as  follows  on  the  first 
official  visit  of  a DGB  delegation  since 
the  Tiananmen  Square  massacre  in  1989; 
“The  ACFTU  (All-China  Federation  of 
Trade  Unions)  has  well  over  100  million 
members.  But  il  is  not  a trade  union  in 
the  Western  sense.  For  this  it  lacks  the 
necessary  prerequisites  such  as  politi- 
cal independence,  freedom  for  opposi- 
tions. and  democratic  structures.  The 
Chinese  unions  see  themselves  more  as  a 
Iront-linc  organization  of  the  Communist 
Party.  Nonetheless  the  German  unions 
want  to  enter  into  a critical  dialogue  with 
the  Chinese  organization.  Following  the 
visit.  (DCiB  International  Division  head! 
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East  Berlin,  3 January  1990:  Spartakist  speaker  addresses  the  ICL-initiated 
250,000-strong  demonstration  at  Treptow  Park  against  fascist  desecration  of 
Soviet  war  memorial  and  In  defense  of  East  German  and  Soviet  workers  states. 


Karl  Feldengut  put  il  this  way:  We 
want  to  use  our  growing  economic  con- 
tacts with  China  in  order  to  promote 
free  trade  unions,  co-determination  and 
wages  based  on  collective  bargaining 
there'."  (19  April  2005) 

For  the  DGB  union  bureaucrats  to  lec- 
ture the  Chinese  union  federation  on 
"democratic  structures"  and  the  lack  of 
"freedom  for  oppositions"  has  got  to  be  a 
bad  joke.  The  DGB  is  bureaucratically 
controlled  by  the  social  democracy — the 
SPD  and.  since  1 990.  increasingly  the 
PDS/Linksparlei.  This  control  has  been 
enforced  by  the  social  democracy  with 
purges  and  expulsions  in  a fight  to  the 
finish  against  communists  and  other  left- 
ist opponents.  The  fight  for  unions  inde- 
pendent of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  in 
China  must  be  based  on  unconditional 
military  defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state.  Indepettdenl  unions  must 
stand  in  irreconcilable  opposition  to  the 
imperialists  and  their  ideological  agen- 
cies like  the  FES  and  the  whole  pack  of 
counterrevolutionary  NGOs.  Defense  of 
workers'  rights  presupposes  above  all  the 
defense  of  the  Chinese  workers  state  and 
its  collectivized  economy. 

SPD  ‘ Ostpolitik’’: 
Counterrevolution  in  the 
Name  of  “Workers’  Rights" 

As  far  as  "free  trade  unions"  are  con- 
cerned. Polish  Solidarno<d  should  serve 
as  a warning  for  Chinese  workers  and 
leftists.  In  Poland  the  aspirations  of  the 
working  class  had  repeatedly  been  disap- 
pointed by  the  .Stalinists,  .so  that  by  1 980  a 
majority  of  the  traditionally  pro-socialist 
Polish  proletariat  had  been  driven  into  the 
arms  of  the  Catholic  church.  By  Septem- 
ber 1 98 1 Solidarnosd  had  consolidated 
around  a program  of  capitalist  counter- 
revolution— its  demand  for  "free  elec- 
tions" was  intended  to  carry  out  a capi- 
talist restoration  under  the  cover  of 
parliamentary  governmental  activity.  We 
described  Solidarno<d  at  the  lime  as  a 
company  union  for  the  CIA  and  the  bank- 
ers. from  whom  they  received  millions  of 
dollars,  and  demanded.  "Stop  Solidarno<<5 
Counterrevolution!"  We  emphasized  that 
the  Polish  working  class  needed  a Trot- 
skyist party.  When  in  December  1981 
General  Wojciech  Jaruzelski  suppressed 
Solidarnosd’  grab  for  power,  we  sup- 
ported this  measure.  At  the  same  time  we 
warned  that  the  Stalinists  were  capable 
of  selling  out  the  Polish  workers  state 
to  capitalism,  as  they  ultimately  did  in 
1 989-90.  By  contrast,  the  fake-Trotskyisi 
left  wallowed  in  "solidarity  with  Soli- 
damo^d"  and  criticized  the  SPD  for  not 
being  aggressive  enough!  In  Poland  today 
you  can  see  the  results  of  defense  of 
"workers’  rights"  S la  the  SPD;  large 
parts  of  the  Polish  economy — mining, 
heavy  industry  and  textiles — have  been 
massively  destroyed,  unemployment  is 
around  20  percent  and  there  are  hardly 
any  unemployment  benefits.  Women's 
rights  have  been  smashed  and  a reaction- 
ary clerical  capitalist  system  established. 


A good  example  of  how  the  campaigns 
for  plant  councils  and  co-determination 
serve  counterrevolution  is  the  DDR  in 
I989-90.  In  the  fall  of  1989.  a few  months 
after  the  Tiananmen  Square  uprising  in 
Beijing,  the  Stalinist  Honecker  regime 
collapsed.  A proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion began  to  develop  in  the  DDR.  We 
mobilized  all  the  forces  of  our  interna- 
tional organization  in  order  to  build  a 
revolutionary  leadership  with  the  East 
German  workers.  Without  any  ifs.  ands  or 
buts.  we  fought  against  capitalist  counter- 
revolution. We  fought  for  the  revolution- 
ary reunification  of  Germany,  i.e..  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  in  the  DDR  and  for 
social  revolution  in  West  Germany  to 
overthrow  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie,  for 
a red  Germany  of  workers'  councils.  We 
called  for  the  formation  of  workers'  and 
soldiers'  councils,  in  order  to  organize 
the  working  class  as  a class  for  itself,  as 
a contender  for  political  rule.  Against 
illusions  that  the  SED-PDS  could  be 
reformed,  we  fought  to  build  a new  egali- 
tarian Leninist  party.  We  warned  against 
the  SPD  as  the  Trojan  horse  of  counter- 
revolution. A detailed  report  can  be  found 
in  "Revolution  vs.  Counterrevolution  in 
Germany  1989-90."  WV  Nos.  7.^0  and 
731,  25  February  and  10  March  20()0. 
Our  intervention  is  evaluated  in  Sparia- 
ci.si  (English-language  edition)  No.  47- 
48.  Winter  1992-93. 

And  the  SPD  likewise  intervened.  At 
the  beginning  of  October  1989  the  SDP. 
the  East  German  Social  Democratic  Party, 
was  founded;  it  was  composed  essentially 
of  Evangelical  (Protestant)  clerics.  This 
was  no  accident,  since  from  the  very 
beginning  the  Evangelical  Church  of  Ger- 
many (EKD)  played  a central  role  in 
working  out  and  implementing  the  Social 
Democratic  "Ostpolitik."  For  instance,  as 
early  as  1965  in  its  “Memorandum  on  the 
East"  the  EKD  called  for  recognizing  the 
Oder-Neisse  line  as  Germany's  border,  so 
as  to  create  closer  lies  with  the  East,  in  a 


break  from  the  then  prevailing  open 
revanchism.  Erhard  Eppler.  a member  of 
the  SPD  Executive  from  1970-91,  was 
a central  connecting  link  between  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  the  SPD.  In  the 
early  1980s.  with  the  rise  of  the  national- 
ist peace  movement  in  West  Germany,  the 
SPD  intensified  its  contacts  with  petty- 
bourgeois  pacifist  opposition  groups  in 
the  DDR  via  the  EKD. 

Counterposed  to  our  call  in  1989-90 
for  "Workers'  and  Soldiers’  Councils 
to  Power'"  the  capitalists,  social  demo- 
crats. Stalinist  combine  directors  and 
DDR  opposition  groups  like  the  United 
Left  (VL)  campaigned  for  plant  councils 
and  co-determination.  As  we  warned  in 
Spanakist  No.  68.  I March  1990;  "PDS 
(Parly  of  Democratic  Socialism)  chairman 
Gregor  Gysi  said  m a January  7 speech 
kicking  off  the  election  campaign  that 
‘co-determination  of  the  working  people’ 
was  necessary  in  the  case  of  ‘joint  ven- 
tures.’ and  plant  councils  were  suppos- 
edly a form  of  ‘democratizing  the  econ- 
omy.* To  the  contrary,  what  fs  at  stake 
here  is  the  sell-out  of  our  economy,  of  our 
VEBs  (state-owned  plants],  of  the  work- 
ers. of  the  DDR.”  The  intention  was  to 
disguise  the  fact  that  with  the  sellout  of 
the  DDR  workers'  factories  to  West  Ger- 
man capital,  they  were  to  be  disempow- 
ered  as  a class.  "Co-determination"  is  the 
class-collaborationist  illusion  of  a recon- 
ciliation of  the  interests  of  the  exploited 
with  their  exploiters:  this  was  brought 
home  after  reunification,  when  DDR 
industry  was  smashed  by  the  bourgeoisie 
through  the  Treuhand  (an  agency  set  up 
to  privatize  DDR  industry).  We  wrote: 
“But  at  a conference  of  plant  coun- 
cils called  by  the  VL  initiative  group, 
reports  about  the  real  conditions  of  'co- 
determination'  in  the  Federal  Republic 
had  a ‘.sobering’  effect,  according  to  Neues 
Deutschland  (5  February  (1990)). 

“Thus  the  call  for  factory  councils  often 
serves  to  mask  a program  for  the  restora- 
tion of  capitalism.  Against  this,  the 
Spanakist  Workers  Pany  of  Germany 
calls  for  workers  and  soldiers  councils  to 
power.  In  our  'Open  Letter  to  all  Com- 
munists' (Arprekorr  No.  18.  12  January 
[1990])  we  wrote;  ‘The  SED-PDS  now 
suggests  creating  plant  councils  "before 
capital  comes"  (A/D.  1 1 January  (1990)). 
The  Sparlakists  call  for  building  work- 
ers and  soldiers  councils  to  stop  capital 
from  coming!’" 

The  potential  for  a proletarian  political 
revolution  in  the  DDR  was  expre.ssed  on  3 
January  1990  in  the  pro-socialist,  united- 
front  rally  again.st  the  fascist  desecration 
of  the  Soviet  war  memorial  at  Berlin- 
Treptow  and  in  defense  of  the  DDR  and 
the  Soviet  workers  states,  which  we  initi- 
ated and  which  was  taken  up  by  the  SED- 
PDS,  In  front  of  more  than  250,000 
demonstrators,  we  Trotskyists  called  for 
political  revolution  and  warned  against 
the  SPD  as  the  Trojan  horse  of  counter- 
revolution. Gorbachev  became  aware  of 
the  danger  of  a political  revolution  that 
might  have  spread  to  the  Soviet  Union. 
He  saw  his  wheeling  and  dealing  with  the 
imperialists  in  danger  and  drove  the  capi- 
talist reunification  of  Germany  forward  at 
greater  speed,  carrying  it  out  with  the 
CDU  of  then-chancellor  Helmut  Kohl. 

The  SED  acceded  to  this  betrayal  and 
became  the  social-democratic  PDS  under 
continued  on  page  8 
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Workers  and  students  fraternize  with  troops  called  in  to  suppress  1989 
Tiananmen  uprising,  which  marked  incipient  political  revolution  against 
Chinese  Stalinist  regime. 
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Modrow’s  slogan.  “Germany  one  father- 
land!"  This  capitulation  demoralized  the 
pro-socialist  workers  who  had  looked  to 
the  SED-PDS  in  the  hope  that  it  would  be 
an  obstacle  to  counterrevolution.  More 
backward  sections  of  the  working  class 
and  the  DDR  petty  bourgeoisie,  who  had 
fallen  prey  to  the  illusions  of  social  well- 
being via  Anschluss,  were  encouraged. 
Thus  the  conservative  electoral  coalition, 
financed  with  many  millions  of  deutsch- 
marks  by  the  West  German  bourgeoisie, 
won  an  overwhelming  electoral  victory  in 
the  Volkskammer  (East  German  parlia- 
ment) elections  on  18  March  1990.  seal- 
ing the  fate  of  the  DDR.  As  we  wrote  in 
the  document  of  our  second  international 
ICL  conference,  the  ICL  intervention  in 
the  DDR  clearly  demonstrates  that  our 
program  of  political  revolution  and 
defense  of  the  gains  of  the  October  Revo- 
lution stood  opposed  to  the  Stalinist  pro- 
gram of  capitulation  and  counterrevolu- 
tion (see  Spartacist  (English-language 
edition]  No.  47-48.  Winter  1992-93). 

In  1992  the  SPD  defended  it.self 
against  charges  from  the  bourgeois  camp 
that  they  had  not  been  sufficiently  anti- 
communist and  had  courted  the  SED: 
“No.  the  Social  Democrats  have  no  rea- 
son at  all  to  hide  their  light  under  a 
bushel.  Their  Ostpolitik  was  successful: 
it  embraced  the  opponent,  the  SED.  until 
it  ultimately  suffocated  in  our  friendly 
clutches.  This  is  how  it  should  be 
viewed,  soberly  and  without  any  ideo- 
logical idealization"  (“The  New  Soci- 
ety.” Frankfurter  Hefte,  1992).  Indeed 
they  were  and  are  today  a Trojan  horse 
of  counterrevolution. 

Fake  Left  Tails 
Social  Democracy 

The  trade-union  left  trots  along  behind 
the  Social  Democracy.  At  Laboumet.de, 
a forum  of  the  union  left,  you  find  a lot 
of  articles  on  China  which  conjure  up 
anti-Communist  "human  rights"  and 
“workers*  rights."  The  “Asia  House"  in 
Essen  plays  a central  role  here,  oversee- 
ing various  projects  which  have  to  do 
with  “democracy”  and  ecology.  The  Asia 
House  is  financed  by.  among  others,  the 
development  .service  of  the  Evangelical 
church,  the  Environment  and  Develop- 
ment Foundation  of  Nonh-Rhine  West- 
phalia and  the  Greens’  Heinrich  Boll 
Foundation.  An  editor  of  taz  with  ties  to 
the  Asia  House  criticized  Merkel’s  China 
policies  on  the  Internet  paper  of  Asia 
House,  under  the  headline:  "A  new  tune 
doesn’t  mean  a different  policy"  (3  Sep- 
tember 2007).  This  means  that  Merkel 
still  isn't  anti-Communist  enough  for 
them,  Then  he  serves  up  all  the  filth  of 


the  imperialist  anti-China  campaign: 
“Here  at  home.  China's  image  has  rap- 
idly deteriorated  in  the  recent  period 
because  of  dangerous  cheap  products, 
ecological  over-exploitation  and  brazen 
spying  on  government  computers."  Even 
if  cleansed  of  the  deeply  racist  “yellow 
peril”  tones,  this  conjures  up.  just  as  in 
Spiegel,  a “threat"  to  Germany,  indeed  to 
the  whole  of  Europe; 

“The  rise  of  the  Middle  Kingdom  is  seen 
here  in  this  country  less  and  less  as  an 
opportunity,  and  more  and  more  strongly 
as  a threat.  But  like  the  German  image 
campaign,  this  only  reveals  the  real  rela- 
tionship of  power  The  Chinese  are  sure 
of  their  continued  political  and  economic 


celled  following  protests  by  the  Chinese 
government.  Our  French  comrades  of  the 
LTF  denounced  LO  for  inviting  Cai,  a 
continuation  of  LO’s  historical  support 
for  similar  counterrevolutionary  forces  in 
the  Cold  War  against  the  Soviet  Union 
(see  WV  No.  896.  3 August  2007). 

On  14  March  2007  there  was  a forum 
in  Hamburg  held  by  Laboumet,  Asia  House 
and  the  group  of  trade-union  leftists  “Jour 
fixe,"  associated  with  the  Linkspartei.  at 
which  Chinese  women  workers  reported 
on  the  wretched  working  conditions  at  the 
Gold  Peak  concern,  where  they  and  other 
women  workers  were  poisoned  with  cad- 
mium. The  sort  of  solidarity  the  forum 


ascent,  while  the  Germans  are  struggling 
to  stay  in  the  same  league,  while  also 
having  to  court  the  Chinese." 

Labournet  is  full  of  links  to  articles 
from  China  Labour  Bulletin  (CLB).  The 
CLB  and  its  founder  Han  Dongfang  have 
direct  connections  to  the  European  and 
American  imperialists.  Han,  who  is  also 
called  the  "Chinese  Lech  Walesa”  after 
the  leader  of  Solidarno^d,  has  for  years 
been  a regular  spokesman  for  Washing- 
ton’s Radio  Free  Asia  (RFA),  and  the 
CLB  Web  site  provides  a link  to  RFA. 
The  RFA  is  the  radio  station  of  the  CIA, 
operating  under  the  direction  of.  among 
others.  Condoleezza  Rice,  who  is  on  its 
board  of  directors.  In  Europe,  CLB 
spokesman  Cai  Chongguo  offers  himself 
to  the  imperialists  as  a China  “expert." 
The  French  fake  Trotskyists  of  Lutte 
Ouvridre  (LO)  invited  Cai  Chongguo  to 
their  annual  LO  Fete,  where  Cai  baldly 
admitted  in  his  opening  remarks:  "I 
speak  three  or  four  times  a week  for  the 
BBC,  Radio  Free  Asia.  Radio  France 
Internationale  and  Deutsche  Welle.  And 
naturally  also  sometimes  for  the  Chinese 
department  of  Voice  of  America.”  Two 
weeks  before  this.  Cai  had  been  invited 
by  the  EU  to  speak  in  Berlin  on  the  topic 
of  “labor  law”:  the  invitation  was  can- 
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BAY  AREA 


Thursday,  March  6,  7 p.m. 

For  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
SFSU.  Cesar  Chavez  Student  Center 
Room:  Rosa  Parks  E 

Information  and  readings;  (510)  839-0851 
or  e-mail:  sycbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


CHICAGO 


Tuesday,  March  11, 4:30  p.m. 

The  Russian  Revolution  of  1917: 
When  the  Workers  Took  Power 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
Student  Center  East,  Prairie  Rm.  (3rd  FI) 
750  S.  Halsted  Street 
Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail:  chlcagosyc@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Saturday,  March  8,  4:30  p.m. 
Free  Abortion  on  Demand! 

The  Class-Struggle  Road  to 
Women's  Liberation 
299  Broadway,  Suite  316 
(take  any  tram  to  City  Hall  or  Chambers  St.) 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail-  nysl@tiac,net 


TORONTO 


Monday,  March  10,  7:30  p.m. 
Down  With  the  Anti-Sex  Witchhunt! 
Government  Out  of  the  Bedroom! 
University  of  Toronto 
Sidney  Smith  Hall.  Room  2112 
100  St.  George  Street 

Information  and  readings  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail:  spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  March  5,  1:30  p.m. 
Video  Showing: 

From  Death  Row,  This  Is 
Mumia  AbU‘Jamal 

UBC  Student  Union  Building,  Room  21 1 

Wednesday,  March  12,  6 p.m. 
Women’s  Oppression  and  the 
Family — For  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
UBC  Student  Union  Building,  Room  212 
Information  and  readings:  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail;  trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 

Visit  the  iCL  Web  Site: 

wwwJcl-fLorg 


Spartakist  placard 
at  September  2007 
demonstration  in 
Berlin  calls  to 
“Defend  Cuba, 
China,  North  Korea 
and  Vietnam!  For 
Proletarian  Political 
Revolution!” 


had  in  mind  was  made  clear  right  at  the 
beginning  by  a ver.di  speaker.  He  pointed 
to  their  history  of  "successful  support”  to 
workers  struggles,  especially  their  invita- 
tion to  representatives  of  Solidamo<d. 
which  they  supported  at  the  time.  Our 
comrades  warned  against  counterrevolu- 
tionaries like  Han  Dongfang  and  explained 
how  Solidamos'd  counterrevolution  had 
plunged  the  Polish  workers  into  poverty. 
It  is  for  the  purpose  of  counterrevolution 
that  the  foriim  organizers  sought  to  mis- 
use the  just  struggle  of  (he  Gold  Peak 
workers. 

Fake  Trotskyists  for 
Counterrevolution  in  China 

The  majority  of  the  social-democratic 
fake  Trotskyists  claim  that  China  is  capi- 
talist. This  is  not  an  erroneous  analysis, 
but  an  anti-Communist  program  for  coun- 
terrevolution. The  method  is  not  new. 
The  centrist  social  democrat  Karl  Kaut- 
sky  labeled  the  Soviet  Union  "state 
capitalist"  in  order  to  justify  his  anti- 
BoLshevik  tirades.  During  the  Korean  War 
at  the  beginning  of  the  ’50s,  Tony  Cliff 
served  up  this  “theory"  again,  in  order  to 
justify  his  public  refusal  to  defend  the 
North  Korean  deformed  workers  state 
against  his  own  British  imperialism.  This 
was  a cowardly  capitulation  to  the  (hen- 
governing  Labour  Party,  for  which  Cliff’s 
followers  were  expelled  from  the  Fourth 
International.  In  1991  it  became  clear 
where  the  Cliffites’  imaginary  “third 
camp”  was  located  when  they  were  on 
Yeltsin’s  side  of  the  barricades  and  hailed 
his  counterrevolutionary  putsch:  "‘Com- 


munism has  collapsed.’  our  newspapers 
and  television  declare.  It  is  a fact  that 
should  have  every  socialist  rejoicing" 
(Socialist  Worker  [Britain],  31  August 
1991).  Very  far  from  being  a "step  side- 
ways." as  the  Cliffites  claim  to  this  very 
day,  counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union 
was  a devastating  step  backwards.  The 
economic  collapse  is  without  parallel  for  a 
modem  society.  Between  1991  and  1997. 
the  gross  national  product  in  Russia  fell  by 
more  than  80  percent.  In  the  year  2000. 
life  expectancy  was  lower  than  at  the  end 
of  (he  19th  century.  Unemployment  and 
poverty  are  rampant.  A counterrevolution 
in  China  would  have  even  more  devastat- 
ing effects  than  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Committee  for  a Workers’  Interna- 
tional (CWI).  which  in  Germany  is  Social- 
ist Alternative  (SAV),  also  claims  that 
China  is  capitalist; 

“Capitalism  in  China  ha.s  been  recreated 
under  the  tutelage  of  the  Stalinist  ruling 
party,  in  close  interaction  with  overseas 
capitalism  through  the  process  of  glo- 
balization. The  Chinese  capitalist  class 
is  extremely  dependent  on  this  state, 
primarily  to  protect  it  from  the  work- 
ing class,  and  for  this  reason  its  demo- 
cratic ambitions — and  desire  for  regime 
change — are  almost  nonexistent.” 

— “China  at  the  Crossroads," 
www.chinaworker.tk, 

24  May  2007 

So  according  to  the  CWI  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  transformed  itself  into  a rul- 
ing class  and  in  this  simple  way  the 
workers  state  became  a capitalist  state. 
As  Trotsky  explained  in  1933  in  "The 
Class  Nature  of  the  Soviet  Stale.”  this  is 
winding  in  reverse  the  reformist  film  of  a 
peaceful  step-by-step  transition  from  capi- 
talism to  socialism,  as  the  deeply  social- 
democratic  program  of  the  CWI  does 
in  fact  project.  For  them,  “socialism” 
is  the  “transfer  of  the  banks  and  con- 
cerns into  public  ownership"  by  a social- 
democratic  majority  in  the  bourgeois 
parliament.  In  fact,  a capitalist  counter- 
revolution would  have  to  triumph  at  the 
political  level  and  destroy  the  Chinese 
workers  state.  This  is  why  the  imperi- 
alist bourgeoisie  is  profoundly  hostile 
to  the  Chinese  workers  stale,  screaming 
for  “democracy"  along  with  its  social- 
democratic  stooges. 

Thus  the  CWI  calls  for  “permanent 
revolution”  in  China  for  "democratic 
change.”  This  is  a perversion  of  Trotsky’s 
theory  of  permanent  revolution,  a denial 
of  the  class  character  of  the  Chinese  state 
so  as  to  make  common  cause  with  coun- 
terrevolutionary forces  to  destroy  the 
deformed  workers  slate  in  the  name  of 
"democracy.”  This  can  be  clearly  seen  in 
the  CWI  criticism  of  CIA  favorite  Han 
Dongfang.  The  CWI  reproaches  Han  for 
having  illusions  in  the  Stalinists,  because 
he  supposedly  wants  to  win  the  official 
union  federation  “to  a democratic,  fight- 
ing standpoint.”  This  is  “completely  un- 
realistic,” they  say!  In  contrast  the  CWI 
stands  for  “independent"  unions,  just  as 
they  did  when  helping  to  build  Sofi- 
darno.sd  in  the  1980s.  Indeed,  the  CWI 
hardly  veils  its  call  for  legalization  of  the 
utterly  counterrevolutionary  Guomindang 
(GMD),  which  was  driven  from  the  main- 
land by  the  1949  Revolution:  “Marxists 
support  the  right  of  all  parties,  except  fas- 
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Capitalist  “Justice” = Racist  Repression 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Explosion... 

(continued  from  page  12} 

family  members  are  relying  on  commu- 
nity donations  to  afford  the  three-hour 
trip  to  Augusta.  Georgia,  to  see  their  rela- 
tives at  the  burn  ward.  As  she  told  WV, 
that  money  should  be  coming  from  the 
company.  Instead,  several  longshoremen 
who  work  near  the  sugar  plant  told  WV 
that  the  company  is  now  using  scare  tac- 
tics against  the  worker.s — claiming  that  if 
they  sue.  the  company  will  go  bankrupt 
and  the  plant  will  not  be  rebuilt.  Dixie 
Crystals  refinery  accounts  for  some  9 per- 
cent of  the  total  refined  sugar  capacity  in 
the  U.S.  The  Imperial  Sugar  Company, 
headquartered  near  Houston,  Texas,  is 
one  of  the  largest  sugar  companies  in  the 
U.S.,  with  gross  profits  of  almost  $105 
million  in  2007. 

To  the  capitalist  bosses,  the  lives  of 
workers  are  expendable  in  the  service  of 
the  bottom  line.  In  2006  alone,  more  than 
5,700  workers  died  at  work  and  millions 
more  were  injured  nationwide.  The  sugar 
refining  industry  is  prone  to  dust  explo- 
sions that  are  preventable.  Last  Novem- 
ber, an  explosion  rocked  the  Domino 
Sugar  refinery  in  Baltimore.  Maryland, 
injuring  two  workers.  According  to  the 
United  States  Chemical  Safety  Board 
(CSB),  between  1980  and  2005  there 
were  281  dust  explosions,  killing  119 
workers  and  injuring  718  more. 

In  the  clash  between  protecting  work- 
ers’ lives  and  boosting  capitalist  profits, 
the  main  weapon  workers  have  to  de- 
fend themselves  is  the  union.  The  Dixie 


Crystals  refinery  was  a non-union  plant, 
although  other  Imperial  Sugar  refineries 
are  unionized.  Every  factory  and  worksite 
should  have  union  safety  committees 
with  the  power  to  shut  down  unsafe  loca- 
tions. With  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
U.S.  workers  unorganized,  what  is  des- 
perately needed  is  a class-struggle  fight  to 
organize  the  unorganized.  Especially  in 
the  notoriously  anti-union,  "right  to  work” 
South,  this  means  that  the  labor  movement 
must  fight  against  the  racial  oppression  of 
black  people  that  has  long  been  used  by 
the  capitalists  to  divide  and  weaken  labor. 
The  name  Dixie  Crystals — with  a plant 
workforce  that  is  majority  black— high- 
lights this  legacy  of  racist  oppression. 

Workers  from  the  powerful  Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s  Association  (ILA). 
which  organizes  workers  at  other  sugar 
refineries,  had  unloaded  raw  sugar  at  the 
refinery’s  dock.  The  ILA  should  have 
been  playing  a leading  role  in  fighting  to 
unionize  that  plant,  but  the  Savannah 
labor  movement  has  never  made  a con- 
certed effort  to  organize  these  refinery 
workers.  Instead,  the  pro-capitalist  labor 
tops  push  reliance  on  capitalist  politicians 
and  government  agencies,  renouncing  the 
very  class-struggle  methods  that  built  the 
union  movement  in  this  country.  The 
response  of  the  United  Food  and  Com- 
mercial Workers  (UFCW)  and  the  Interna- 
tional Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  (IBT) — 
who  between  them  organize  sugar  plants 
throughout  the  country — to  the  disaster  in 
Port  Wentworth  is  indicative.  Rather  than 
seeing  it  as  a clarion  call  to  fight  to  organ- 
ize the  unorganized,  the  UFCW  and  IBT 
filed  a petition  to  the  Department  of 


Labor’s  Occupational  Safety  and  Health 
Administration  (OSHA)  to  strengthen  its 
regulations. 

Government  agencies  such  as  OSHA 
and  the  CSB  do  not  exist  to  protect  work- 
ers. Their  pretenses  to  safety  serve  to 
mask  capitalism’s  disregard  for  workers’ 
lives  and  safety.  The  labor  bureaucrats  are 
literally  putting  the  lives  and  safety  of 
workers  in  the  hands  of  the  bourgeois 
government,  which  exists  to  protect  the 
rule  and  profits  of  the  capitalist  bosses. 
As  part  of  a muckraking  series  on  work- 
ers' deaths.  New  York  Times  writer  David 
Barstow  pointed  out  in  a 22  December 
2003  article.  “When  Congress  established 
OSHA  in  1970.  it  made  it  a misde- 
meanor to  cause  the  death  of  a worker 
by  willfully  violating  safety  laws.  The 
maximum  sentence,  six  months  in  jail,  is 
half  the  maximum  for  harassing  a wild 
burro  on  federal  lands.”  Between  1982 
and  2002,  OSHA  refused  to  seek  prose- 
cution in  93  percent  of  the  1.242  cases 
where  OSHA  itself  concluded  workers 
had  died  from  willful  safety  violations. 
OSHA  had  not  inspected  the  Dixie  Crys- 
tals refinery  since  2000.  and  Dan  Fuqua, 
an  OSHA  spokesman  in  Atlanta,  told  WV 
that  the  agency  dismissed  a complaint 
several  years  ago  without  even  bothering 
to  visit  the  plant. 

In  an  article  on  the  Savannah  explo- 
sion. Socialist  Worker  (15  February), 
newspaper  of  the  reformist  International 
Socialist  Organization,  points  out,  "Since 
taking  office,  the  Bush  administration 
has  chipped  away  at  OSHA.  limiting  the 
institution  of  new  regulations  and  rolling 
back  existing  ones.”  Echoing  the  labor 


bureaucrats,  the  article  concludes.  "It  In 
little  wonder  the  agency  stresses  a 'vol- 
untary compliance  strategy.’  which  relies 
on  industry  associations  and  companies 
to  police  iherpselves."  What  Socialist 
Worker  willfully  disappears  is  that  the 
Democratic  Clinton  White  House  set  the 
lone  by  its  "New  OSHA"  initiative  that 
stressed  "partnership"  with  business  and 
"voluntary  compliance." 

The  labor  bureaucracy's  strategy  of 
relying  on  the  government  to  protect 
workers  is  part  and  parcel  of  its  class- 
collaborationist  reliance  on  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party  to  enact  more  labor- 
friendly  laws.  The  Change  to  Win  Coali- 
tion, to  which  both  the  IBT  and  the  UFCW 
belong,  has  endorsed  Barack  Obama’s 
presidential  campaign,  while  the  AFL-CIO 
can  be  trusted  to  campaign  for  whomever 
the  Democrats  nominate  this  year.  While 
the  Republicans  are  open  partisans  on  the 
side  of  the  capitalist  bosses,  the  Democrats 
posture  as  “friends  of  labor"  and  carry  out 
anti-working-class  policies. 

The  capitalist  rulers  are  waging  an  unre- 
lenting war  on  the  rights  of  workers,  the 
poor,  immigrants  and  black  people  to  live 
any  kind  of  decent  life.  As  we  wrote  after 
a mine  explosion  killed  twelve  workers 
("West  Virginia  Mine  Disaster:  Capitalist 
Murder,"  WV  No.  862,  20  January  2006): 

"Only  when  the  working  class  nps  the 
means  of  production  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  corrupt,  obscenely  rich  capitalist  class 
and  establishes  a planned  socialist  econ- 
omy can  the  health  and  safety  of  every 
person  be  ensured.  That  requires  the  forg- 
ing of  a multiracial  workers  party,  lead- 
ing all  the  exploited  and  oppressed  in  the 
struggle  for  socialist  revolution.  'S 


cists  (which  use  terror  against  the  work- 
ing class  and  all  democratic  rights),  to 
organize  independently  of  the  state.  This 
means  we  would  not  oppose  legalization 
of  the  GMD,  however  much  we  reject  its 
anti-working  class  policies.” 

This  stands  completely  in  continuity 
with  the  CWI’s  support  for  counterrevo- 
lution in  the  deformed  workers  stales  of 
East  Europe  and  in  the  degenerated  work- 
ers state  of  the  Soviet  Union.  In  1991, 
they  supported  Yeltsin's  counterrevolu- 
tionary coup  in  the  Soviet  Union,  in  the 
name  of  “democracy,"  Today  they  carp 
over  capitalist  Russia,  created  with  their 
support:  “But  ten  years  on,  Russia  and 
Indonesia  are  hardly  blossoming  democ- 
racies. On  the  contrary  both  are  pseudo- 
democracies in  which  real  power  rests 
with  unelected  elites  rather  than  the 
elected  politicians.”  Here  these  parlia- 
mentary fetishists  glorify  bourgeois 
democracy.  In  their  classically  social- 
democratic  worldview,  "socialist  democ- 
racy" will  be  achieved  by  “elected  politi- 
cians” who  win  “genuine  power”  through 
a majority  in  a bourgeois  parliament.  As 
Marx  and  Lenin  explained,  every  slate  is 
an  instrument  of  class  rule,  including  the 
modem  bourgeois  republic,  where  the 
democratic  forms  of  government  conceal 
the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  particularly 
effectively.  Lenin  asked  Karl  Kautsky. 
just  as  he  could  ask  the  CWI  today:  “Can 
it  be  that  the  learned  Kautsky  has  never 
heard  that  the  more  highly  democracy  is 
developed,  the  more  the  bourgeois  parlia- 
ments are  subjected  by  the  stock  ex- 
change and  the  bankers?”  [The  Proletar- 
ian Revolution  and  the  Renegade  Kautsky 
(1918)).  What  is  necessary  is  a socialist 
revolution  that  smashes  the  bourgeois 
state  machinery  and  replaces  it  by  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat,  a fact  which 
the  CWI.  like  Kautsky,  abhors. 

The  CWI  prefers  even  more  backward 
capitalist  slates  with  “pseudo  democracy" 
to  the  Chinese  deformed  workers  state. 
For  instance,  the  CWI  supports  independ- 
ence for  Taiwan,  which  it  justifies  by 
redefining  Taiwan  as  a separate  nation. 
Peter  Taaffe  explains:  "There  is  now 
clearly  a consciousness  of  a separate 
entity.  Taiwan,  and  a broad  'national  con- 
sciousness’ amongst  the  majority  of  the 
population”  (“Marxists.  Taiwan  and  the 
National  Question."  China  online, 

26  August  2005).  Taiwan  has  been  part  of 
China  for  centuries.  In  1949  the  Chinese 
bourgeoisie  fled  there  from  Mao's  troops. 


where  they  ruled  under  the  protection  of 
U.S.  imperialism.  For  the  imperiali.sts. 
above  all  Japan  and  the  USA.  Taiwan  is 
a dagger  at  the  throat  of  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  stale  and  a springboard 
for  counterrevolution  on  the  mainland.  So 
they  arm  it  to  the  teeth.  In  a military  con- 
flict between  China  and  Taiwan — which 
could  certainly  result  in  a counterrevolu- 
tionary imperialist  attack  on  China — we 
naturally  side  with  the  deformed  workers 
slate,  which  we  unconditionally  militarily 
defend.  The  Beijing  bureaucrats  are  fol- 
lowing a policy  of  “one  country,  two 
systems."  which  the  bureaucracy  intends 
as  a signal  to  the  Chinese  bourgeoisie 
that  in  the  case  of  reunification  their 
property  would  be  respected.  We.  on  the 
other  hand,  fight  for  the  revolution- 
ary reunification  of  China  and  Taiwan 
through  proletarian  political  revolution 
on  the  mainland  and  social  revolution  to 
bring  down  the  Chinese  bourgeoisie  in 
Taiwan. 

As  against  this,  the  CWI  takes  a side 
with  the  Taiwanese  bourgeoisie  and  the 
imperialists,  whom  it  supports.  The  real 
reason  is  again  social-democratic  support 
for  "democracy”:  “Nevertheless,  the  Chi- 
nese regime  is  a dictatorship.  Moreover, 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  Taiwanese 
masses  they  would  not  wish  to  place 
themselves  under  its  control,  preferring 
the  democratic  rights,  however  limited, 
which  they  enjoy  under  a bourgeois- 
democratic  regime,  as  in  Taiwan.”  In 
1989-90  in  Germany — which  was  until 
capitalist  reunification  one  nation  .sepa- 
rated. like  China  today,  by  a class  line — 
the  CWI  argued  the  reverse.  At  that  time 
they  trumpeted:  "The  SPD’s  Germany 
Policy — An  Offensive  for  Unity  and 
Socialism  Is  Needed"  (February  1990), 
slating:  "We  support  the  unification  of 
every  nation — even  the  German  one — as 
a historically  progressive  development 
and  as  a democratic  right”  {Voran  sup- 
plement, 25  January  1990).  In  both  cases 
one  thing  remains  the  same  for  the  CWI; 
They  are  always  on  the  side  of  counter- 
revolution, of  "democratic"  capitalism 
against  “Stalinist  dictatorship."  which  in 
reality  was  a form  of  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat,  albeit  deformed. 

That  certainly  doesn’t  go  over  well 
today,  especially  with  their  East  German 
members,  who  with  their  famine's  are 
directly  experiencing  the  "joys”  of  capi- 
talist parliamentary  democracy  in  the  for- 
mer DDR;  deindustrialization.  1 7 percent 


unemployment,  over  one  million  emi- 
grants since  1990.  Nazi  terror  on  the 
streets  against  leftists  and  immigrants, 
right  down  to  “national  liberated  zones." 
etc.  And  that's  why  today  the  Taaffeites 
seek  to  justify  their  support  for  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  DDR  in  1989-90 
by  saying  that  the  SAV's  leadership  in 
West  Germany  made  a mistake  in  think- 
ing back  then  in  February  1990  “that 
Germany  could  be  reunified  only  on  a 
socialist  basis.”  This  is  simply  a cover- 
up  and  nothing  has  changed  in  their 
social-democratic  politics.  Today  they 
are  at  it  again,  supporting  counterrevolu- 
tion in  China  by  persuading  workers  and 
leftist  youth  in  Germany  that  there  is 
nothing  to  defend  there,  hand  in  hand 
with  pushing  the  worst  kind  of  concilia- 
tion with  their  own  "democratic"  imperi- 
alist bourgeoisie. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  market  reforms 
have  fed  the  growth  of  enormous  forces 
in  China  for  capitalist  counterrevolution. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  has  arisen  in 
China  one  of  the  most  powerful  industrial 
proletariats  in  the  world,  which  is  attempt- 
ing in  numerous  struggles  to  defend  its 


economic  interests.  As  Trotsky  stated: 
■‘The  workers’  stale  must  be  taken  as  it 
has  emerged  from  the  merciless  labora- 
tory of  history  and  not  as  it  is  imagined 
by  a ‘socialist’  professor,  reflectively 
exploring  his  nose  with  his  finger.  Il  is 
the  duty  of  revolutionists  to  defend  every 
conquest  of  the  working  class  even 
though  it  may  he  distorted  by  the  pres- 
sure of  hostile  forces  Those  who  cannot 
defend  old  positions  will  never  conquer 
new  ones.” 

— "Balance  Sheet  of  the  Finnish 
Events."  1940 

The  question  of  revolution  and  coun- 
terrevolution in  China  is  of  central  inter- 
est to  the  working  cla.ss  of  the  whole 
world.  We  fight  to  build  Trotskyist  par- 
lies  worldwide.  The  working  class  in 
Germany  must  be  won  to  the  understand- 
ing that  it  is  necessary  to  defend  China 
against  the  German  bourgeoisie  and  its 
social-democratic  agents.  This  consti- 
tutes a central  component  of  breaking 
workers  from  their  illusions  in  bourgeois 
democracy  and  ultimately  mobilizing 
them  to  overthrow  German  imperialism 
and  to  set  up  a red  Germany  of  workers 
councils  as  part  of  a Socialist  United 
Stales  of  Europe.  ■ 
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Big  Brother... 

(conttmieJ  from  page  I ) 

Nol  content  with  the  post-9/ 1 1 laws 
and  measures  expanding  its  spying  pow- 
ers. the  Bush  administration  hud  pushed 
through  an  expanded  program  of  surveil- 
lance by  the  NSA.  which  in  turn  gained 
the  cooperation  of  phone  companies  to 
obtain  backdoor  access  to  streams  of 
domestic  and  international  communica- 
tions. The  NSA  now  has  a direct  hookup 
into  AT&T'.s  massive  database  of  nearly 
tH-o  trillion  phone  records.  After  disclo- 
sure of  this  wiretapping  by  the  New  York 
Times  in  December  2005,  the  Electronic 
Frontier  Foundation  launched  a class- 
action  lawsuit  against  AT&T,  based  in 
part  on  documents  provided  by  Mark 
Klein,  a retired  AT&T  technician,  charg- 
ing the  company  with  illegally  giving  the 
government  access  to  its  customers'  com- 
munications and  records. 

As  we  noted  in  ■■Government  .Spy  Net- 
work Exposed.  Again"  [WV  No.  871.  26 
May  2006): 

“The  current  expansion  of  the  govern- 
ment's repressive  apparatus  is  a signill- 
cant  e.scalaliot)  in  the  war  against  Ihe 
rights  of  working  people  and  the  op- 
pressed. The  NSA’s  invasion  of  privacy 
can  carry  drastic  cnnscc|uenccs.  Now.  if 
you  are  singled  out  and  labeled  a terrorist 
based  on  'classified*  evidence,  the  gov- 
ernment claims  the  right  to  'disappear* 
you  as  an  'enemy  combatant'  with  no 
legal  recourse.  The  'war  on  terror'  has 
accelerated  the  drive  toward  unfettered 
power  by  the  executive  branch.*' 

This  corresponds  to  the  needs  of  U.S. 
imperialism  as  it  asserts  itself  as  cop  of 
the  world. 

The  NSA  domestic  spying  program 
caused  something  of  a stir  when  it  first 
came  to  light,  and  even  now  the  full 
extent  of  this  surveillance  cannot  be 
known.  Meanwhile,  open  “debate"  over 
torture  techniques  such  as  waterboarding 
used  against  those  seized  in  Afghanistan 
and  Iraq  has  become  commonplace  in 
bourgeois  circles,  no  longer  a dirty  CIA 
practice  cloaked  in  secrecy.  The  world 
has  watched  in  horror  as  graphic  scenes 
and  revelations  of  torture  of  prisoners 
have  come  out  from  Bagram  in  Afghani- 
stan to  Abu  Ghraib  in  Iraq  and  Guanld- 
namo  Bay  in  Cuba.  The  same  goes  for 
the  U.S.  practice  of  "extraordinary  rendi- 
tion,” where  **terror  suspects**  are  shipped 
abroad,  to  places  such  as  Egypt,  Syria  and 
“black  site”  secret  pri.sons  in  Europe,  to  be 
tortured.  ("Rendition"  has  indeed  become 
pan  of  American  popular  culture,  as 
shown  by  last  year's  movie.  Rendition.) 

All  this  underlines  that  the  struggle 
against  the  U.S,  rulers*  attacks  on  working 
people  and  the  oppressed  "at  home  ' must 
be  integrally  linked  to  the  fight  against 
their  depredations  abroad.  For  the  immedi- 
ate. unconditional  withdrawal  of  all  U.S. 
forces  from  Iraq  and  Afghanistan!  Hands 
off  Iran!  Free  all  the  detainees  now! 

FISA,  Government  Surveillance 
and  Other  Dirty  Tricks 

Liberal  mythology  to  the  contrary. 
Bush  & Co.  did  not  invent,  but  expanded 
upon,  draconian  attacks  on  such  civil  lib- 
erties as  exist,  wrested  through  hard 
class  and  social  struggle.  The  perceptive 
historian  and  novelist  Gore  Vidal  noted; 
"Though  Bush's  predecessors  have  gen- 
erally had  rather  higher  IQs  than  his. 
they  [Democrats],  too,  assiduously  serve 
the  1%  that  owns  the  country"  (London 
Guardian.  21  April  2002).  Vidal  pointed 
out  that  it  was  former  Democratic  presi- 
dent Bill  Clinton  who  "set  in  place  the 
trigger  for  a police  state  which  his  suc- 
cessor is  now  happily  squeezing." 

Indeed,  the  Clinton  adminislration*s 
Antiterrorism  and  Effective  Death  Pen- 
alty Act  of  1996.  while  greatly  curtailing 
hahea.s  corpu.s  rights  for  death  row 
inmates,  provided  much  of  the  structure 
for  the  further  abrogation  of  democratic 
rights  under  Bush  & Co.  by  establishing 
secret  courts  and  denying  **terror"  sus- 
pects the  right  to  see  the  evidence  against 
them  or  to  cross-examine  their  accusers 
The  NSA  itself  was  founded  in  1952  by 
secret  order  of  Democratic  president 
Harry  Truman  primarily  to  spy  on  the 


Soviet  Union  during  the  Cold  War.  The 
NSA's  domestic  spying  underwent  sig- 
nificant expansion  under  the  Democratic 
Johnson  administration  in  1967  and  again 
under  the  Republican  Nixon  adminis- 
tration. In  the  1 960s  and  early  *70s.  the 
government  targeted  black  militant.s — 
killing  .^8  Panthers  and  imprisoning  hun- 
dreds more — under  its  COINTELPRO 
campaign.  At  the  same  time,  other  radi- 
cals. leftists  and  Vietnam  antiwar  activists 
were  gone  after  based  on  **watch  lists" 
given  to  the  NSA  by  the  FBI.  CIA  and 
other  agencies. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Watergate  scan- 
dal in  the  mid  1970s.  the  government's 


secret  police  were  nominally  reined  in. 
Revelations  that  the  Nixon  administration 
was  carrying  out  "black  bag  jobs"  even 
against  the  Democratic  Party  were  cause 
for  concern  among  significant  .sections 
of  the  American  bourgeoisie  over  such 
"excesses"  as  came  out  in  the  1975-76 
Senate  Church  Committee  hearings.  In 
1978.  the  Democratic  administration  of 
Jimmy  Carter  signed  the  Foreign  Intel- 
ligence Surveillance  Act.  Billed  as  a bar- 
rier to  NSA/CIA  domestic  spying.  FISA 
in  fact  codified  such  surveillance  by  add- 
ing a veneer  of  legality.  In  27  years,  the 
secret  FISA  court  that  is  suppo,sed  to  vet 
requests  for  wiretap  warrants  has  turned 
down  only  five  of  nearly  20,000  wiretap 
applications. 

The  Protect  America  Act  that  expired 
this  February  expanded  on  FISA,  who.se 
standards  were  already  loosened  by  the 
Patriot  Act-  Ca.ses  can  now  be  pursued 
when  surveillance  is  a "significant"  rather 
than  a "primary”  purpose  of  the  investiga- 
tion. A single  warrant  can  cover  multiple 
communications  involving  a target,  with- 
out specifying  a particular  telephone  line, 
computer  or  facility,  while  the  require- 
ment to  establish  a connection  between 
the  target  of  surveillance  and  a ‘'foreign 
power”  has  been  eliminated. 

In  the  past  few  years,  the  FBI  has 
served  tens  of  thousands  of  "national 
security  letters"  to  libraries,  phone  com- 
panies and  other  businesses  demanding 
the  records  of  anyone  deemed  to  be  “rele- 
vant" to  an  investigation  “against  interna- 
tional terrorism  or  clandestine  intelli- 
gence activities'*  {Wired  News.  16  March 
2006).  To  justify  these  police-state 
measures,  the  government  concocts  sto- 
ries about  “terrorist  sleepers”  who  lead 
outwardly  normal  lives — i.e..  everybody 
is  suspect.  Another  program.  “Secure 
Flight."  which  is  temporarily  suspended, 
aims  to  mine  commercial  databases  of 
personal  information  on  airline  passen- 
gers. Data  on  a staggering  number  of  air 
travelers  has  been  turned  over  to  the  gov- 
ernment by  major  airlines  (J5  million  in 
2004  alone),  which  the  government  has 
duly  used  to  suppress  protest.  During  the 
protests  against  the  U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq 
in  2005.  the  government  used  its  ''no-ny" 
list  (which  today  has  at  least  44.000  peo- 
ple on  It)  to  prevent  activists  from  attend- 
ing demonstrations  against  the  war. 

The  number  of  tiles  maintained  under 
the  government's  “Terrorist  Identities 
Datamart  Environment"  (TIDE)  has 


reached  hundreds  of  thou.sands,  with  the 
names  of  those  on  “watch  lists"  distrib- 
uted to  airlines,  cops,  border  guards  and 
U.S.  consulates.  One  man  on  such  a list 
was  Maher  Arar.  A Canadian  citizen  born 
in  Syria.  Arar  was  detained  by  U.S. 
authorities  while  trying  to  change  planes 
at  JFK  airport.  Accused  of  being  a “ter- 
rorist" on  the  basis  of  bogus  information 
provided  by  Canadian  authorities.  Arar 
was  deported  to  Syria,  where  he  was 
held  in  solitary  confinement  in  a coffin- 
.size  cell  and  tortured  for  nearly  a year 
before  being  released  back  to  Canada. 
Arar  secured  an  apology  and  a settlement 
of  $1 1.5  million  from  the  Canadian  gov- 


ernment. He  remains,  however,  on  the 
Stale  Department's  "watch  list." 

The  sinister  web  of  the  "war  on  terror" 
is  exemplified  by  the  ordeal  of  Jose 
Padilla,  an  American  citizen  who  was 
kidnapped,  tortured  and  stripped  of  his 
citizenship  rights  as  an  "unlawful  enemy 
combatant.”  Padilla  was  finally  granted  a 
show  trial  that  ended  with  his  conviction 
on  "conspiracy”  charges  and  a sentence 
of  17  years  in  prison  with  absolutely  no 
evidence  of  any  crime  (see  "Free  Jose 
Padilla!”  WV  No.  908.  15  February),  In 
2003  and  2004.  the  Spartacist  League  and 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  filed  two 
amici  curiae  (friends  of  the  court)  briefs 
on  Padilla’s  behalf.  We  wrote; 

“The  case  of  Jose  Padilla  tests  the  very 
existence  of  the  fundamental  rights  of 
due  process.,..  It  poses  the  evisceration 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship 
embodied  m the  first  ten  Amendments 
to  the  Constitution  and  secured  on  the 
battlefield  of  the  Civil  War  and  in  class 
and  social  struggle  over  the  past  hun- 
dred and  more  years  If  the  imperial 
President  is  upheld.  Padilla’s  detention 
threatens  to  become  the  Dred  Scott  case 
of  our  lime,  a declaration  that  'Citizens 
have  no  rights  that  the  government  is 
bound  to  respect'  ” 

Break  with  the  Democrats!  For 
a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

Behind  the  labyrinth  of  draconian 
measures  is  the  fundamental  fact  that  as 
long  as  the  capitalist  rulers  hold  slate 
power — regardless  of  which  capitalist 
party  governs — they  will  repress  and  per- 
secute their  political  opponents.  In  1984. 
the  Spartacist  League  won  a legal  vic- 
tory against  the  FBI  and  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's Guidelines  for  Domestic  Security/ 
Terrorism  Investigations,  which  sought  to 
slander  Marxist  advocacy  as  "terrorism  " 
— a modest  but  genuine  blow  to  the  gov- 
ernment's efforts  to  criminalize  leftist 
political  dissent.  As  we  wrote  in  "FBI 
Admits:  Marxists  Arc  Not  Terrorists." 
(WVNo.  368.  7 December  1984); 

“We  have  no  illusions  that  the  govern- 
ment's secret  police  have  stopped  or  will 
stop  their  har.nssmenl.  infiliraiion  and 
disruption  of  Marxist  political  organiza- 
tions and  other  perceived  political  oppo- 
nents of  the  governmeni.  We  do  know 
that  the  secret  police  have  nol  changed 
since  Kar!  M;ux  was  harassed  by  secret 
agents  of  Prussia,  that  us  long  us  the 
cupiialists  hold  stale  power,  their  police 
agents  will  continue’  their  dirty  work 
against  any  real  or  perceived  challenges 
to  their  class  nile  Our  sun  certainly  hus 
not  changed,  nor  could  it.  this  tact  of  life 
in  Amencan  capitalist  society," 


In  contrast,  our  reformist  opponents  on 
the  left  pin  their  hopes  on  a "reformed" 
capitalist  state  and  imperialist  policy,  and 
to  this  end  seek  the  election  of  a Demo- 
cratic Party  candidate  to  the  post  of  U.S. 
imperialism's  Commander  in  Chief.  In 
particular,  the  reformist  left  has  positioned 
itself  to  be  cheerleaders  from  Ihe  “left"  for 
Barack  Obama,  whose  rigorous  defense  of 
the  interests  of  U.S.  imperialism  is  in  no 
doubt — from  his  suppon  to  the  Afghani- 
stan occupation  to  his  bellicosity  toward 
Pakistan  as  well  as  Iran  and  the  North 
Korean  deformed  workers  slate. 

Obama’s  campaign  is  in  large  part 
based  on  the  lie  that  racist  oppression 
has  been  overcome  "90  percent  of  the 
way."  as  he  put  it.  As  we  underlined  in 
"The  Obama  Campaign  and  the  ‘End  of 
Racism'  Myth"  (WV  No.  906.  18  Janu- 
ary): “Contrary  to  the  myth  promoted  by 
Obama  and  other  liberals,  black  oppres- 
sion continues  to  be  the  central  defin- 
ing feature  of  U.S.  society.  It  is  materi- 
ally rooted  in  and  central  to  American 
capitalism."  We  stated  that  "our  struggle 
for  black  liberation  is  based  on  the  pro- 
gram of  revolutionary  integrationism."  the 
understanding  that  "full  equality  for  the 
black  masses  requires  that  the  working 
class  rip  the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  capitalist  rulers  and  reorganize  it  on  a 
socialist  basis." 

Against  this  revolutionary  perspective, 
pseudo-socialist  groups  such  as  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
fawn  over  this  bourgeois  politician.  A 
recent  Bay  Area  ISO  leaflet  titled  "Elec- 
tions *08:  The  Obama  Phenomenon  Hope 
for  Change"  all  but  called  for  a vote  to 
Obama,  declaring: 

“Anyone  committed  to  fighting  for 
change  today  should  see  how  Sen. 
Barack  Obama's  campaign  has  raised 
hopes  and  expectations.  People  are  be- 
coming convinced  of  the  most  basic 
sentiment  at  the  heart  of  all  the  great 
struggles  of  the  past:  that  what  we  do 
matters — and  that  could  mean  more  in 
the  future  than  the  candidate  trying  to 
employ  this  sentiment  to  gain  votes." 

The  pro-Democratic  Party  left,  which 
the  reformist  ISO  so  well  exemplifies,  is 
far  less  influential  than  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy,  while  reflecting  the  labor 
tops’  pro-capitalist  policies.  Many  millions 
of  hard-earned  union  dollars  have  been  and 
will  again  be  poured  into  the  coffers  of  the 
capitalist  Democratic  Party.  Unless  forced 
into  action  by  the  bosses'  provocations 
or  pressure  from  labor's  ranks,  the  labor 
bureaucrats  recoil  from  waging  even  the 
most  basic  struggle  on  behalf  of  their  mem- 
bers' rights,  let  alone  taking  up  the  strug- 
gle against  black  oppression  or  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants,  espe- 
cially targeted  by  the  "war  on  terror." 

The  apparatus  of  the  capitalist  stale  has 
been  greatly  strengthened  by  measures 
enacted  to  wage  the  “war  on  terror."  How- 
ever. what  the  government  is  able  to  get 
away  with  will  ultimately  be  determined 
by  the  level  of  social  struggle.  What  is 
necessary  is  a fight  to  forge  a new.  class- 
struggle  leadership  in  the  labor  move- 
ment. This  must  be  linked  to  the  fight  to 
build  a revolutionary,  multiracial  work- 
ers party  that  acts  as  the  tribune  of  the 
people  and  stands  for  the  political  inde- 
pendence of  the  working  class  against  the 
capitalist  stale  and  its  parlies — an  inter- 
nationalist beacon,  capable  of  mobilizing 
the  social  power  of  the  proletariat  on 
behalf  ot  all  the  oppressed.  In  the  course 
of  such  political  struggle,  we  seek  to  win 
the  working  class  to  the  understanding 
that  only  a fight  to  smash  the  capitalist 
stale  through  socialist  revolution  and  to 
establish  workers  rule  can  emancipate 
labor  and  rid  the  planet  of  the  horrors  of 
U.S.  imperialism.  ■ 


CORRECTION 

In  “Free  Jose  Padilla!"  {WV  No. 
908.  15  February),  we  incorrectly 
wrote  that  the  two  amici  curiae 
(Iriends  of  the  court)  briefs  by  the 
Spartacist  League  and  Partisan  De- 
fense Committee  on  Padilla  s behalf 
were  filed  in  2002  and  2003.  The 
briefs  were  filed  in  2003  and  2004. 


An(i-Terroftet\av«M  Imm'iqraTrts,  BlaciS;  Wtr- 


WV  Photo 

9 February  2002:  Bay  Area  longshoremen  were  at  the  core  of  united-front, 
labor-centered  mobilization  initiated  by  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and 
Labor  Black  League  in  defense  of  immigrant  rights  and  against  government’s 
"war  on  terror.’’ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


17  November  2006: 
Mass  walkout  by 
workers  at 
Smithfield  pork 
processing  plant 
In  Tar  Heel,  North 
Carolina,  protests 
victimization  of 
immigrant  workers. 


Rubiera/Fayetteville  Observer 


Smithfield... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

WV  No.  88 1 , 24  November  2006).  As  part 
of  the  nationwide  anti-immigrant  crack- 
down. i.C.E.  agents  raided  the  plant  and 
workers’  homes  in  January  and  August 
2007,  arresting  and  hauling  off  dozens. 

The  raids  sent  shockwaves  throughout 
surrounding  Bladen  County  and  the  rest  of 
eastern  North  Carolina.  Fearing  reprisals 
from  la  migra  immigration  authorities,  at 
least  1 . 1 00  immigrant  workers,  most  from 
Mexico,  have  left  Smithfield  since  the 
start  of  la.st  year,  when  Latinos  comprised 
over  half  of  the  plant’s  5.200  employees. 
Three  of  the  28  workers  arrested  in  the 
August  raid  were  sentenced  to  18  months 
in  prison  for  using  “fraudulent  docu- 
ments’’ to  get  their  jobs,  after  which  i.C.E. 
plans  to  deport  them.  Fifteen  of  the  re- 
maining workers  are  also  being  prosecuted. 

In  recent  months,  union  organizers 
have  been  rushing  to  the  trailers  of  immi- 
grant workers  facing  arrest  to  ensure  that 
someone  can  care  for  their  children. 
Indeed,  the  union  has  a responsibility  to 
defend  the  workers  it  is  fighting  to  organ- 
ize. What’s  needed  above  all  is  to  mobi- 
lize the  social  power  of  the  union  move- 
ment in  defense  of  immigrant  workers, 
fighting  for  full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants.  This  could  be  crucial  for 
revitalizing  the  labor  movement,  as  many 
immigrant  workers  bring  with  them  a his- 
tory of  militant  union  struggle.  Free  the 
detainees!  No  deportations! 

The  struggle  for  immigrant  rights  must 
be  linked  with  the  fight  against  black 
oppression.  This  is  key  to  organizing  the 
open  shop  South,  where  “right  to  work" 
laws  have  historically  been  backed  up  by 
Klan  terror.  An  organizing  campaign  at  a 
Perdue  poultry  plant  in  Dothan.  Alabama, 
failed  in  1995  after  a KKK-style  cross- 
burning  at  the  plant,  with  the  cross  bear- 
ing a union  T-shirt.  At  Tar  Heel,  shortly 
before  the  1997  vote,  workers  arrived  at 
work  and  saw  “N — r go  home"  painted 
on  the  side  of  the  union  trailer.  Some 
120  miles  from  Tar  Heel,  five  union 
organizers  and  leftists — supporters  of  the 
Communist  Workers  Party — were  gunned 
down  at  an  anti-Kian  rally  in  broad  day- 
light on  3 November  1979.  They  were 
killed  by  Klansmen  aided  and  abetted  by 
the  government,  from  the  Bureau  of  Alco- 
hol. Tobacco  and  Firearms  agent  who 
helped  train  the  killers  to  the  "former” 
FBI  informant  who  rode  with  the  Klans- 
men and  the  Greensboro  cop  who  brought 
up  the  rear  of  their  motorcade  of  death. 

Smithfield  managers  have  taken  every 
opportunity  to  inflame  racial  and  ethnic 
divisions.  While  blacks  and  Latinos  work 
the  dirty  jobs,  they  are  kept  segregated 
from  each  other  on  the  killing  fioor  and 
processing  lines.  Soon  after  the  1997  vote. 
Smithfield  began  hiring  immigrant  work- 
ers in  larger  numbers,  viewing  them  as 
vulnerable,  to  replace  pro-union  black 
workers.  The  fighting  unity  of  black. 
Latino  and  while  workers  is  key  to  organ- 
izing the  Smithfield  plant. 

Smithfield  has  aggressively  gobbled  up 
dozens  of  competitors  over  the  last  dec- 
ade. It  is  the  number  one  producer  and 
processor  of  pork  in  the  world,  control- 
ling nearly  one-third  of  the  U.S.  market. 
It  operates  plants  across  North  America 
and  Europe  with  sales  of  $12  billion  last 


year.  The  largest  is  the  one  million  square 
foot  facility  in  Tar  Heel,  where  32.000 
hogs  are  slaughtered  every  day.  To  meet 
company  goals,  the  processing  lines  at 
the  Tar  Heel  plant  are  kept  moving  dan- 
gerously fast.  The  punishing  work  leaves 
muscles  burning  and  hands  cramped  from 
thousands  of  cutting  motions  every  day. 
Despite  incentive  bonuses  for  managers  to 
keep  injury  report  rates  low.  the  number  of 
injuries  on  record  has  doubled  in  recent 
years,  as  workers  suffer  debilitating  hand 
and  repetitive-motion  injuries,  gashes,  stab 
and  cut  wounds,  even  death,  The  company 
has  an' enormous  annual  turnover  rate,  a 
te.siament  to  the  brutal  working  conditions. 

Workers  at  the  Tar  Heel  plant  have 
repeatedly  exhibited  courage  and  com- 
bativity  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  looking  to 
chew  them  up  and  spit  them  out.  When 
workers  on  the  plant  sanitation  crew 
walked  out  one  night  in  2003  in  protest 
over  wages  and  working  conditions,  com- 
pany cops  assaulted  them,  arresting  one 
and  threatening  to  turn  the  others  over  to  la 
migra.  In  2005,  another  group  of  workers 
walked  off  understaffed  lines,  demanding 
management  bring  in  more  people  for  the 
production  lines.  Last  summer,  livestock 
workers  carried  out  a sit-in  protest  to  get 
regular  access  to  clean  drinking  water.  The 
protest  occurred  after  state  OSHA  inspec- 
tors came  in  to  investigate — by  interrogat- 
ing workers  about  their  union  sympathies. 
The  walkout  in  defense  of  the  immigrant 
workers  in  November  2006  was  followed 
by  a walkout  of  several  hundred  workers 
on  Martin  Luther  King’s  birthday.  For  the 
first  time,  the  company  this  year  recog- 
nized MLK  Day  as  a paid  holiday. 

Yet  this  militancy  is  kept  in  check  by 
UFCW  officials  committed  to  an  impotent 
and  diversionary  “corporate  campaign.” 
This  losing  strategy  seeks  to  pressure  the 
bosses  and  stockholders  by  building  a pub- 
lic outcry  based  on  moral  indignation  at  the 
company’s  anti-labor  practices.  America’s 
labor  tops  have  by  and  large  renounced  the 
very  means  that  built  this  country’s  mass 
industrial  unions;  sit-down  strikes  to  oc- 
cupy the  plants  and  keep  out  the  scabs, 
mass  picket  lines  that  defy  injunctions,  and 
secondary  labor  boycotts.  No  amount  of 
protest  outside  events  for  "celebrity  chef’ 
and  Smithfield  spokeswoman  Paula  Deen, 
resolutions  condemning  Smithfield  from 
bourgeois  politicians  on  city  councils  or 
consumer  boycotts  of  Smithfield  ham  can 
replace  getting  Smithfield  where  it  hurts; 
by  shutting  down  production. 

Smithfield  is  actually  unionized  in  most 


locations  outside  of  North  Carolina;  half 
of  the  more  than  30,000  workers  at  its 
pork  plants  are  organized.  The  Tar  Heel 
plant  is  the  only  one  of  its  large  hog 
slaughterhouses  that  is  non-union.  In 
addition  to  the  UFCW.  there  are  unions 
representing  Smithfield  workers  in  France. 
Poland  and  Spain.  A union  leadership 
worth  its  salt  would  fight  for  union  rec- 
ognition by  mobilizing  joint  actions  by  all 
Smithfield  workers  and  coordinating  inter- 
national labor  solidarity.  A successful 
organizing  drive  in  Tar  Heel  could  serve 
as  a springboard  to  organize  the  South  and 
the  meatpacking  industry.  It  could  also 
render  the  RICO  lawsuit  a dead  letter. 

That  the  UFCW’s  “corporate  cam- 
paign” could  attract  the  support  of  then 
Democratic  presidential  candidate  John 
Edwards  last  year  underlines  how  tooth- 
less it  is.  Edwards  was  elected  as  a U.S. 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  in  1998  with 
the  endorsement  of  the  state  AFL-CIO — 
while  supporting  the  state's  "right  to 
work"  law.  which  has  helped  make  North 
Carolina  the  least  unionized  state.  Other 
bourgeois  politicians,  including  the  state 
Democratic  Party  executive  committee 
and  the  Reverends  Jesse  Jackson  and  A! 
Sharpton,  have  contacted  Smithfield  urg- 
ing the  company  to  talk  to  the  union. 

Tailing  behind  the  union  bureaucrats  are 
the  reformists  in  Workers  World  Party. 
They  have  uncritically  pushed  the  corpo- 
rate campaign,  whose  main  goal  is  to 
secure  a pledge  of  "neutrality”  from  Smith- 
field  in  the  union  organizing  effort.  Fat 
chance!  Backed  up  by  the  capitalist  state, 
time  and  again  Smithfield  has  resorted 
to  threats,  confiscation  of  union  material, 
racist  intimidation,  spying,  physical  as- 
saults. arrests  and  firings  to  get  its  way.  The 
RICO  lawsuit  is  only  the  late.st  chapter. 

Taking  aim  at  the  UFCW's  corporate 
campaign,  the  suit  seeks  $17  million  in 
damages  and  court  orders  barring  most  of 
its  activities.  The  union  is  cited  for  issuing 
press  releases  about  the  working  conditions 
at  Tar  Heel,  contacting  civil  rights  and 
environmental  groups  for  support,  organiz- 
ing protests,  lobbying  city  governments 
and  calling  for  boycotts.  For  decades,  the 
labor  tops  have  pointed  to  anti-labor  laws 


like  RICO  as  an  excuse  to  not  engage  in 
hard  class  struggle  and  instead  pursue  lega- 
listic corporate  campaigns.  Increasingly, 
the  bosses  have  used  these  .same  laws  to 
undercut  the  bureaucrats’  corporate  cam- 
paigns. In  2006,  Sutter  Health  hospitals 
won  a $17  million  verdict  against  UNITE- 
HERE  for  mailings  .sent  out  during  the 
union’s  corporate  campaign  against  a ven- 
dor. Angelica  Textile  Services. 

The  starting  point  for  any  serious  union 
organizing  drive  must  be  the  understand- 
ing that  this  capitalist  society  is  divided 
fundamentally  between  two  ho.stile  classe.s 
— the  workers  who  have  to  sell  their  labor 
power  and  the  capitalists  who  own  the 
means  of  production.  The  interests  of 
these  classes  are  irreconcilably  opposed. 
The  labor  tops  are  tied  to  the  capitalist 
order,  especially  through  their  "friends” 
in  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party.  They 
stand  for  collaboration  with  the  bosses, 
not  class  struggle  against  them. 

Playing  by  the  bosses’  rules  is  a strat- 
egy for  defeat.  In  1985-86.  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  workers  across  the  country 
were  inspired  by  striking  UFCW  Local 
P-9  workers  at  Hormel  in  Austin,  Minne- 
sota. who  defied  the  scabherding  UFCW 
International  and  dispatched  roving  pick- 
ets. But  the  strike  was  sold  out.  as  the 
local  leadership  put  its  faith  in  civil  dis- 
obedience and  consumer  boycotts  orches- 
trated by  Ray  Rogers,  the  pioneer  of  the 
corporate  campaign.  Instead  of  sitting 
down  in  the  plant,  workers  were  sitting 
down  in  the  streets.  In  the  end,  900  mem- 
bers of  Local  P-9  lost  their  jobs  to  scabs. 

In  the  fall  of  2003.  the  UFCW  launched 
what  was  to  become  a bitter  five-month- 
long strike  by  60,000  grocery  workers  in 
Southern  California.  Over  280.000  other 
UFCW  members  in  eleven  states  had  con- 
tracts coming  up  while  tens  of  thousands 
were  working  under  expired  contracts.  But 
the  UFCW  tops  isolated  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia workers  by  refusing  to  extend  the 
strike  nationally,  and  both  they  and  Team- 
sters officials  betrayed  it  by  allowing  the 
supermarkets’  distribution  centers  to  re- 
open. The  union  officials  instead  pushed 
consumer  boycotts,  and  the  strike  was 
defeated  (see  "UFCW  Strike:  A Battle  for 
All  Labor.”  WV  No.  8 1 9. 6 February  2004). 

The  ongoing  battle  to  organize  Smith- 
field’s  Tar  Heel  plant  is  a key  struggle  for 
workers  in  the  U.S.  today.  It  cries  out 
for  a determined  fight  against  the  deep 
racial  oppression  and  pervasive  anti-black 
racism  that  exist  in  this  country  and  for 
an  active  defense  of  immigrant  rights.  For 
this  perspective  to  become  a reality  will 
require  a sharp  political  struggle  against 
the  politics  of  class  collaboration  and  to 
oust  the  sellout  labor  bureaucrats  who  tie 
the  unions  to  the  Democratic  Parly.  It  is 
necessary  to  forge  a class-struggle  lead- 
ership within  the  unions  as  part  of  the 
fight  to  build  a revolutionary  workers 
parly.  Capitalist  exploitation  and  racist 
oppression  will  be  ended  only  once  the 
capitalist  class  is  expropriated  through 
socialist  revolution. ■ 
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WOKKiHS  VAHeOARP 

Imperial  Sugar  Explosion: 
Capitalists  Profit,  Workers  Die 


Eleven  Workers  Killed 
Near  Savannah,  Georgia 


FEBRUARY  25 — "The  building  shook, 
and  the  lights  went  out.  I thought  the  roof 
was  falling  in.”  a forklift  operator  told 
the  Savannah  Morning  News.  On  Febru- 
ary 7.  an  explosion  at  the  Dixie  Crystals 
sugar  refinery  just  outside  Savannah, 
Georgia,  ignited  the  plant  and  set  it 
ablaze.  Eleven  workers  have  died  so  far. 
Dozens  have  been  injured:  13  remain  hos- 
pitalized. “1  saw  people  come  running  out 
burnt,  screaming,  hollering,  their  skin 
hanging  off  them."  one  witness  told  the 
New  York  Times  (9  February).  Captain 
Matt  Stanley  from  the  Savannah  Fire 
Department  called  it  a "dormant  volcano 
full  of  lava"  (CNN.com.  12  February). 
A machine  operator  working  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  plant  described  how 
"there  was  fire  all  over  the  building."  "We 
climbed  out  of  there  from  the  third 
floor  to  the  first  fioor."  she  said.  “Half  the 
floor  was  gone.  The  second  fioor  was 
debris,  the  first  floor  was  debris"  {Ailania 
JounmI-Conshiution.  7 February).  For  a 
week  firefighters  battled  the  fire  while 
rescue  workers  looked  for  burnt  bodies. 

This  atrocity  was  no  "accident"  or 
“tragedy."  as  John  Sheptor.  the  CEO  of 
Imperial  Sugar,  the  plant's  parent  com- 
pany. claimed.  The  sugar  refinery  plant  at 
Port  Wentworth  was  a firetrap  waiting 
to  explode.  The  plant  was  first  built  in 
1917  and  one  of  the  antiquated  processing 


buildings  that  exploded  was  constructed 
of  wood  soaked  in  creosote — called  “fat 
lighter"  because  it  is  so  flammable.  Even 
though  the  plant  sits  right  by  the  Savan- 


nah River,  firefighters  quickly  encoun- 
tered water  pressure  problems  as  they 
combatted  the  blaze.  Government  investi- 
gators have  found  evidence  that  com- 


bustible sugar  dust  had  accumulated 
beneath  silos  next  to  the  processing  plant 
in  a basement  area  where  conveyor  belts 
are  used  to  move  processed  sugar.  In 
early  January,  the  plant  was  rocked  by  a 
smaller  explosion  in  the  dust  removal 
equipment. 

"We  are  concerned  about  the  fami- 
lies." intoned  CEO  Sheptor.  In  fact,  a rel- 
ative of  an  injured  worker  told  Workers 
Vanguard  that  the  workers’  impoverished 
continued  on  page  9 


Elrnore.Savannah  Morning  News  Bisson/Savannah  Morning  News 

Left;  Aftermath  of  explosion  and  fire  at  sugar  refinery  plant  in  Port  Wentworth,  Georgia.  Right:  Grieving  family 
members  and  friends  comfort  each  other  the  day  after  disaster. 


Organize  the  South! 


Smithfield  Plant: 
Smash  Anti-Union  RICO  Suit! 


Virginian-Pilot 

August  2006:  Members  of  United  Food  and  Commercial  Workers  demonstrate 
against  Smithfield  Foods  during  annual  shareholders  meeting  in  Richmond, 
Virginia. 


In  an  ominous  move  to  break  the  con- 
tentious 14-year  struggle  by  the  United 
Food  and  Commercial  Workers  (UFCW) 
to  organize  the  Smithfield  Foods  pork 
processing  plant  in  Tar  Heel.  North  Caro- 
lina. the  company  brought  a wide-ranging 
lawsuit  against  the  union  last  October.  In 
late  January,  a federal  district  court  judge 
rejected  a motion  to  dismiss  the  ca.se. 
filed  under  the  Racketeer  Influenced  and 
Corrupt  Organizations  (RICO)  Act.  If  the 
company  gets  its  way.  it  will  set  a dan- 
gerous precedent,  equating  union  efforts 
to  win  public  support  for  its  organizing 
campaigns  with  attempted  extortion.  The 
RICO  suit  is  a dagger  pointed  at  the  entire 
labor  movement — it  must  be  smashed  by 
mobilizing  workers  in  hard  class  struggle 
RICO  was  the  main  lever  by  which  the 
capitalist  state  assumed  sweeping  pow- 
ers in  the  1990s  over  the  Teamsters,  the 
HERE  hotel  and  restaurant  workers  and 
the  Laborers  unions,  as  well  as  a number 
of  union  district  councils.  Enacted  in 
1970  supposedly  to  fight  gangland  crime. 
RICO,  as  we  described  in  "Hands  Off 
the  Teamsters!”  (IVV  No.  474.  31  March 
1989).  “was  designed  to  be  a prime  weapon 
against  labor  and  the  left.”  Companies 
have  invoked  RICO  in  suits  against  numer- 
ous striking  unions,  including  the  United 
Mine  Workers  at  Canterbury  Coal  and  the 


Teamsters  at  Ovemile  Trucking,  for  con- 
fronting scabs  and  defending  their  picket 
lines.  To  pull  together  its  suit  against  the 
UFCW.  Smithfield  hired  one  of  the  law- 
yers who  helped  write  the  RICO  law.  It 
has  run  daily  TV  ads  on  English  and  Span- 
ish stations  comparing  UFCW  organizers 
to  Mafia  thugs.  For  the  bosses  and  their 
flunkies,  unions  are  "criminal  enterprises.” 
The  UFCW’s  organizing  campaign  in 


Tar  Heel  has  run  up  against  the  cops  and 
courts — the  core  components  of  the  capi- 
talist state,  which  exists  to  defend  the 
bourgeoisie's  rule  and  profits.  Shotgun- 
wielding  deputy  sheriffs  were  present  at 
the  plant  during  the  last  union  representa- 
tion election  in  1997.  At  the  end  of  the 
vote  count,  amid  a chorus  of  anti-black 
slurs,  two  union  supporters  were  dragged 
out  of  the  plant,  beaten  up  and  arrested 


by  deputy  sheriffs  doubling  as  plant 
security.  The  goons  were  later  rewarded 
with  positions  on  the  company’s  police 
force,  which  was  authorized  by  local 
authorities  to  patrol  the  plant  from  20(X) 
to  2005.  They  carried  concealed  weapons 
on  and  off  duty  and  arrested  and  detained 
union  activists  in  a jail  cell  in  the  plant 
These  goons  remain  at  the  plant  as  pri- 
vate security  to  terrorize  the  heavily 
black  and  Latino  immigrant  workforce. 

Smithfield  has  been  conspiring  with 
U S.  Immigration  and  Customs  Enforce- 
ment (I.C.E.)  to  get  rid  of  longtime  work- 
ers and  strong  union  supporters,  many 
of  them  undocumented  workers.  Around 
the  time  that  Smithfield  workers  joined 
national  immigrant  rights  protests,  idling 
the  Tar  Heel  plant  on  May  Day  2006. 
the  company  enrolled  in  the  IMAGE 
program — the  I.C.E.  Mutual  Agreement 
between  Government  and  Employers — 
to  purge  militant  "illegal”  workers,  In 
November  2006,  it  fired  75  workers  and 
threatened  to  fire  hundreds  more,  claiming 
that  their  identity  information  did  not 
match  government  records.  A two-day 
walkout  that  included  black  and  white 
workers  as  well  as  Latinos  forced  the 
company  to  rehire  everyone  (see  "Smith- 
field  Walkout  Saves  Immigrants’  Jobs." 

continued  on  page  11 
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Break  with  the  Democrats! 

For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party 
That  Fights  for  a Workers  Government! 


Left:  Job  seekers  wait  in  line  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  September  2007. 
Right:  Police  in  Georgia  carry  out  home  eviction  with  guns  drawn. 


“The  streets  are  empty.  Trash  rustles 
down  the  road  past  rusted  barbecues, 
abandoned  furniture,  sagging  homes  and 
gardens  turned  to  weed....  Faded  ‘for  sale' 
signs  sit  in  front  of  deserted  houses.  The 
residents  are  gone,  most  after  being  evicted 
for  missing  their  mortgage  payments.’* 
This  is  Mount  Pleasant,  once  a residential 
neighborhood  in  southeastern  Cleveland, 
now  a ghost  town  ravaged  by  the  mort- 
gage crisis  sweeping  the  country.  One  of 
its  few  remaining  residents.  Sarah  Evans. 
60.  herself  on  the  verge  of  losing  her  home 
of  30  years,  declared:  “I  had  my  Ameri- 
can Dream  but  it  became  a nightmare” 
(Agence  France-Presse.  28  January). 

Such  scenes  of  gutted  dwellings,  dev- 
astated communities  and  ruined  families 
are  being  multiplied  across  the  country  at 
a rate  not  seen  since  the  Great  Depres- 
sion of  the  1930s.  Last  year,  more  than 
1 percent  of  all  U.S.  households  were  in 
some  phase  of  the  foreclosure  process, 
facing  threats  of  eviction  or  watching 
helplessly  as  the  bank  prepared  to  auc- 
tion off  their  homes.  Enforcing  foreclo- 
sures is  an  act  of  brutal  state  repression: 
the  police  come  to  a home,  put  the  furni- 
ture and  other  possessions  on  the  street 
and  lock  the  family  out. 

In  some  largely  black  and  Latino 
neighborhoods  of  South  Chicago,  as  well 
as  across  the  Detroit  metropolitan  area, 
one  of  every  20  households  was  in  fore- 
closure. Many  other  regions,  including 
large  areas  of  California,  Florida.  Michi- 
gan and  Ohio,  are  being  hit  almost  as  hard. 
This  is  a monumental  disaster  for  poor  and 


working-class  families  whose  personal 
wealth,  to  the  extent  that  they  have  any.  is 
primeirily  invested  in  their  homes. 

The  destructive  irrationality  of  the  capi- 
talist system  is  highlighted  by  the  boom- 
and-bust  cycle,  this  lime  centered  on  the 
U.S.  housing  industry.  Following  the  re- 
cession that  came  on  the  heels  of  the 
slock  market  boom  of  the  mid-late  1 990s, 
frenzied  financial  speculation  look  hold 
in  real  estate  as  bankers  and  financial  ana- 
lysts crowed  that  home  prices  could  only 
keep  soaring.  Yet  as  has  necessarily  and 
repeatedly  happened  throughout  the  his- 
tory of  capitalism,  the  speculative  bubble 
burst. 

The  boom-and-bust  cycle,  driven  by 
the  anarchy  of  the  market,  is  intrinsic  to 
the  capitalist  system  of  production  and 
was  analyzed  a century  and  a half  ago  by 
Karl  Marx.  That  system  is  maintained  and 
.defended  by  both  major  political  parties  in 
this  country,  the  Republicans  and  Demo- 
crats (with  the  latter  often  posturing  as 
sympathetic  to  working  people).  We  .seek 
to  build  a workers  party  that  fights  for  the 
interests  of  the  working  class  and  all  the 
oppressed  against  this  brutally  exploita- 
tive system.  Those  interests  can  be  fully 
realized  only  through  the  overthrow  of 
the  capitalist  order  through  socialist  revo- 
lution and  its  replacement  by  a work- 
ers government  establishing  a planned, 
collectivized  economy  based  on  produc- 


tion for  human  need  and  not  for  profit. 

The  wealth  of  the  capitalist  class — the 
owners  of  the  means  of  production — 
derives  from  the  exploitation  of  labor, 
holding  down  and  driving  down  wages. 
Key  to  the  Marxist  understanding  of  the 
exploitation  of  labor  by  capital  is  the  labor 
theory  of  value.  As  a norm,  the  market 
value  of  a commodity  is  determined  by  the 
labor  time  necessary  to  produce  it.  During 
the  workday  the  value  that  a worker  pro- 
duces is  greater  than  the  value  of  the  wages 
he  receives.  The  difference  is  appropriated 
by  the  capitalist  as  surplus  value  in  the 
form  of  profits,  interest  and  rent. 

Over  the  past  three  and  a half  dec- 
ades. while  the  rich  have  fabulously  in- 
crea.sed  their  wealth,  the  average  weekly 
real  wages  for  non-supervisory  workers 
in  the  private  sector  have  fallen.  Yet  dur- 
ing this  period  labor  productivity  (accord- 
ing to  government  figures)  increased  by 
81  percent.  In  other  words,  there  has  been 
an  enormous  increase  in  what  Marx 
called  the  rate  of  exploitation.  This  is  the 
ratio  of  the  share  of  the  product  of  labor 
appropriated  by  the  capitalists  to  the 
share  represented  by  the  worker’s  wage. 

The  massive  shift  of  social  product 
from  labor  to  capital  did  not  encourage 
corporate  America  to  expand  productive 
capacity.  Just  the  opposite  has  happened. 
The  deterioration  in  the  condition  of 
the  working  class  is  directly  related  to 


the  deindustrialization  of  America.  Since 
1979  the  share  of  the  labor  force  em- 
ployed in  the  goods-producing  sector  has 
fallen  steadily  from  almost  28  percent  to 
16.6  percent  (in  2005).  Between  2000  and 
2005  alone,  over  three  million  manufac- 
turing jobs  were  eliminated. 

Liberal  Democrats  and  reformist  left- 
ists put  the  onus  for  the  deterioration  in 
workers'  living  standards  on  the  eco- 
nomic policies  of  the  Bush  White  House. 
But,  writing  in  the  19th  century.  Marx  ex- 
plained in  Capital  (Volume  I)  that  both 
the  ever-increasing  concentration  of  pro- 
duction and  the  immiseration  of  the 
laboring  masses  are  inherent  in  the  capi- 
talist system  itself: 

“Along  with  the  constantly  diminishing 
number  of  the  magnates  of  capital,  who 
usurp  and  monopolise  all  advantages  of 
this  process  of  transformation,  grows  the 
mass  of  misery,  oppression,  slavery,  deg- 
radation. exploitation;  but  with  this  too 
grows  the  revolt  of  the  working-class,  a 
class  always  increasing  in  numbers,  and 
disciplined,  united,  organised  by  the  very 
mechanism  of  the  process  of  capitalist 
production  itself.  The  monopoly  of  capi- 
tal becomes  a fetter  upon  the  mode  of 
production,  which  has  sprung  up  and 
flourished  along  with,  and  under  it.  Cen- 
tralisation of  the  means  of  production 
and  socialisation  of  labour  at  last  reach  a 
point  where  they  become  incompatible 
with  their  capitalist  integument.  This  in- 
tegument is  burst  asunder.  The  knell  of 
capitalist  priv.aie  property  sounds.  The 
expropriators  are  expropriated." 

To  realize  the  expropriation  of  the 
expropriators  requires  the  forging  of  a 
continued  on  page  8 
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Young  Spartacus 


The  Fight  for  Women's  Liheration....4 


Imprisoned  for  Surviving  1978  Cop  Attack 


Parole  Hearing  Approaches: 
Free  the  MOVE  Prisoners! 


For  the  first  time  since  their  impris- 
onment 30  years  ago.  the  eight  surviv- 
ing members  of  the  MOVE  9 are  eligible 
for  a parole  hearing  in  April.  Framed  up  on 
conspiracy  and  murder  charges  stemming 
from  the  killing  of  Philadelphia  police 
officer  James  Ramp  during  a vicious 
police  assault  on  MOVE'S  home  in  the 
Powelton  Village  neighborhood  on  8 
August  1978.  the  MOVE  members  were 
sentenced  to  prison  terms  of  30  to  100 
years.  In  1998.  Merle  Africa  died  in 
prison,  having  spent  nearly  20  years 
behind  bars.  Despite  persistent  persecu- 


tion and  repeated  harassment,  the  MOVE 
members  remain  strong  and  outspoken, 
steadfast  fighters  not  only  for  their  own 
freedom  but  also  for  the  freedom  of 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  America's  foremost 
death  row  political  prisoner  and  a long- 
time MOVE  supporter. 

MOVE  has  been  the  victim  of  some  of 
the  worst  racist  atrocities  meted  out  by  a 
capitalist  class  whose  rule  is  founded  on 
the  oppression  of  black  people.  On  1 3 May 
1985.  the  Philadelphia  police,  on  orders 
from  black  Democratic  mayor  Wilson 
Goode  and  assisted  by  the  Feds,  bombed 


move's  Osage  Avenue  home.  Eleven 
black  people,  five  of  them  children,  were 
killed  and  an  entire  city  block  burned  to  the 
ground.  As  we  said  in  protest  at  the  time, 
this  mass  murder  was  the  bloody  signature 
of  the  Reagan  years,  intended  "to  send  a 
message  to  black  America  and  'radicals'  of 
every  stripe.  ‘Anti-tetrorism*  means  mas- 
sive government  terror  against  anyone  who 
is  out  of  step  in  Reagan's  America"  {WV 
No.  379.  17  May  1985).  All  opponents  of 
racist  oppression  and  cop  brutality  must 
demand  freedom  for  the  MOVE  9! 

The  city  in  which  the  back-to-nature 
MOVE  organization  emerged  was  a racist 
hellhole  lorded  over  by  a force  of  killer 
cops  led  by  Frank  Rizzo,  first  as  deputy 
police  commissioner,  then  commissioner 
and  later  mayor.  In  the  “city  of  brotherly 
love.”  any  expression  of  black  dissent  was 
met  with  brutal  police  repression.  In  the 
mid  1960s.  Rizzo  instituted  special  rov- 
ing arsenals  stationed  in  black  neighbor- 
hoods so  that  buses  of  riot  cops  armed 
with  machine  guns,  tear  gas  and  heavy 
weaponry  could  meet  up  without  losing  a 
minute  in  smashing  some  political  dem- 
onstration. As  acting  commissioner  in 
1966.  Rizzo  led  80  cops,  with  a reserve 
contingent  of  hundreds,  in  publicized  raids 
on  apartments  associated  with  members 
of  the  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating 
Committee  on  the  pretext  of  busting  up  a 
bogus  plot  to  blow  up  buildings  in  the 
city.  And  in  1967,  with  the  racist  cry  "get 
their  black  asses."  Rizzo  unleashed  bus- 
loads of  baton-wielding  cops  against  black 
students  protesting  outside  the  Board  of 
Education,  sending  15  of  them  to  the  hos- 
pital. His  raids  on  Black  Panther  Party 
offices  in  1970.  when  Philly  cops  stripped 
Panthers  to  their  underwear  outside  their 
Wallace  Street  office,  earned  Rizzo  national 
notoriety  for  racist  "law  and  order." 

The  cops  also  turned  their  attention  to 
the  predominantly  black  MOVE  organi- 
zation. which  appeared  in  1972  protesting 
against  the  "system”  and  which  would 
come  to  proclaim  their  right  of  armed  self- 
defense.  Police  planted  themselves  on 
MOVE'S  doorstep,  hounding  members 
and  supporters  every  time  they  left  their 
home.  Arbitrary  stops,  beatings  and  hun- 
dreds of  arrests  were  standard  procedure. 
In  1 973-74  some  40  MOVE  members  had 
been  arrested  150  times,  fined  approxi- 
mately $15,000  and  given  sentences  of  up 
to  .several  years  in  jail.  By  1976.  the 
Philly  cops’  vendetta  against  MOVE  had 
escalated  into  a full-scale  war.  Blackjack- 
wielding  cops  descended  on  a MOVE 
celebration,  and  in  the  resulting  melee 
Janine  Africa's  newborn  infant  was  tram- 
pled to  death. 

May  1977  ushered  in  15  months  of 
round-the-clock  surveillance  and  a massive 
police  offensive.  The  following  March, 
police  implemented  a full-scale  barricade, 
sealing  off  a four-block  area  of  Powelton 
Village  with  eight-foot-high  fences  and 
cOtting  off  gas  and  water  lines  to  MOVE’S 
house.  At  6 a.m.  on  August  8. 6(X)  cops  sur- 
rounded the  home.  Two  hours  later,  one 
or  two  gunshots  were  heard.  Though  cops 
claimed  the  gunfire  came  from  the  MOVE 
house,  witnesses,  including  a reporter  for 
KYW  radio,  identified  the  gunfire  as  com- 
ing from  a building  behind  the  police  lines. 
For  the  next  two  minutes  police  fired  thou- 
sands of  rounds  of  ammunition  into  the 
home.  When  the  dust  cleared.  Pglice  Offi- 
cer James  Ramp  was  dead,  killed  by  the 
police  cross  fire. 

Standing  alone  among  journalists  in 
defense  of  MOVE  was  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
By  the  time  of  the  1 978  assault.  Mumia  had 


For  the  Right  of  All  Nations  to 
Self-Determination! 

In  fighting  for  an  American  proletarian 
revolution,  we  combat  national  chauvinism 
and  all  forms  of  national  oppression,  and 
we  insist  on  the  right  of  self-determination 
for  the  U.S.  colony  of  Puerto  Rico.  We 
are  guided  by  the  proletarian  internation- 
alism of  Bolshevik  leader  V.  /.  Lenin.  The 
Bolshevik  Party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  led 
the  multinational  working  class  of  the  Rus- 
sian "prison  house  of  peoples"  to  power  in 
the  1917  Octobfr  Revolution,  and  afterward 
forged  the  Third  (Communist)  International  to  build  new  communist  parties  committed 
to  struggle  for  international  socialist  revolution. 

In  the  internationalist  education  of  the  workers  of  the  oppressor  countries,  emphasis 
must  necessarily  be  laid  on  their  advocating  freedom  for  the  oppressed  countries  to 
secede  and  their  fighting  for  it.  Without  this  there  can  be  no  internationalism.  It  is  our 
right  and  duty  to  treat  every  Social-Democrat  of  an  oppressor  nation  who  fails  to  con- 
duct such  propaganda  as  a scoundrel  and  an  imperialist.  This  is  an  absolute  demand, 
even  where  the  chance  of  secession  being  possible  and  “practicable"  before  the  intro- 
duction of  socialism  is  only  one  in  a thousand. 

It  is  our  duty  to  teach  the  workers  to  be  “indifferent'’  to  national  distinctions.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  that.  But  it  must  not  be  the  indifference  of  the  annexationists.  A 
member  of  an  oppressor  nation  must  be  "indifferent"  to  whether  small  nations  belong  to 
his  state  or  to  a neighbouring  state,  or  to  themselves,  according  to  where  their  sympa- 
thies lie:  without  such  "indifference"  he  is  not  a Social-Democrat  [i.e..  communist]. 
To  be  an  internationalist  Social-Democrat  one  must  not  think  only  of  one's  own  nation, 
but  place  above  it  the  interests  of  all  nations,  their  common  liberty  and  equality.  Every- 
one accepts  this  m "theory"  but  displays  an  annexationist  indifference  in  practice. 
There  is  the  root  of  the  evil. 

On  the  other  hand,  a Social-Democrat  from  a small  nation  must  emphasise  in  his 
agitation  the  second  word  of  our  general  formula:  "voluntary  integration"  of  nations. 
He  may.  without  failing  in  his  duties  as  an  internationalist,  be  in  favour  of  both  the 
political  independence  of  his  nation  and  its  integration  with  the  neighbouring  slate  of 
X.  Y.  Z.  etc.  But  in  all  cases  he  must  fight  against  small-naiion  narrow-mindedness, 
seclusion  and  isolation,  consider  the  whole  and  the  general,  subordinate  the  particular 
to  the  general  interest. 

People  who  have  not  gone  into  the  question  thoroughly  think  that  it  is  "contra- 
dictory" for  the  Social-Democrats  of  oppressor  nations  to  insist  on  the  "freedom 
to  secede."  while  Social-Democrats  of  oppressed  nations  insist  on  the  "freedom  to 
integrate."  However,  a little  reflection  will  show  that  there  is  not.  and  cannot  be,  any 
other  road  to  internationalism  and  the  amalgamation  of  nations,  any  other  road  from  the 
given  situation  to  this  goal. 

— V.l.  Lenin,  "The  Discussion  on  Self-Determination  Summed  Up”  (July  1916) 
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Philadelphia  cops  brutalize  Delbert 
Africa  during  August  1978  siege  of 
MOVE'S  Powelton  Village  home. 

already  interviewed  victims  of  police  bru- 
tality and  was  acquiring  a reputation  as  the 
‘Voice  of  the  voiceless."  At  a press  confer- 
ence after  the  August  8 cop  attack  where 
Mumia  and  others  asked  a series  of  embar- 
rassing questions.  Riz-/o  railed  on  about  the 
need  to  reinstilute  the  death  penally  and 
blamed  a "new  breed  of  journalism”  for 
Ramp’s  death.  Looking  in  Mumia’s  direc- 
Uon,  Rizzo  spewed,  "They  believe  what 
you  write,  what  you  say.  And  it's  got  to 
slop.  And  one  day.  and  1 hope  it’s  in  my 
career,  that  you’re  going  to  have  to  be  held 
responsible,  and  accountable  for  what  you 
do."  At  the  same  press  conference.  D.A. 
Edward  Rendell  declared  that  the  police 
would  have  been  "within  their  rights  to 
have,  subsequent  to  the  shooting  of  Officer 
Ramp,  -Stormed  the  house  and  killed  all  of 
the  12  people  in  the  basement.” 

Two  months  after  the  attack  on  MOVE, 
Rizzo  campaigned  for  a change  to  the 
city’s  charter  that  would  allow  him  to 
run  for  a third  mayoral  term  under  the 
call.  "Vote  White,"  He  declared.  "Phila- 
delphia wouldn't  be  the  same  without 
Frank  Rizzo.”  Rizzo  lost,  but  for  the 
oppressed  black  masses  little  changed. 
In  August  1981.  the  MOVE  9 were  sen- 
tenced. Four  months  later.  Mumia  was 
arresteef  and  framed  up  on  false  charges 
of  killing  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner. 
The  following  July  he  was  sentenced  to 
death  explicitly  for  his  political  views. 
Mumia's  imprisonment,  removing  a pow- 
erful and  effective  voice  in  MOVE'S  de- 
fense. cleared  the  way  as  the  slate  esca- 
lated its  war  against  MOVE  culminating 
in  the  13  May  1985  bombing.  Ramona 
Africa,  sentenced  to  seven  years  in  prison 
for  the  "crime"  of  being  the  sole  adult  sur- 
vivor. served  every  single  day  of  her  term. 

The  ca.se  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  repre- 
sents what  the  death  penally  in  the  U.S.  is 
all  about — a legacy  of  chattel  slavery,  the 
lynch  rope  made  legal.  Targeted  by  the 
slate  from  the  time  he  was  a l5-year-old 
Black  Panther  Party  spokesman,  Mumia 
became  a MOVE  supporter  while  cov- 
ering the  prosecution  of  the  MOVE  9. 
Already  well  known  and  despised  by  the 
cops,  Mumia  was  made  a marked  man  by 
his  prominent  defense  of  MOVE  . Despite 
mountains  of  evidence  of  his  innocence, 
including  the  sworn  confession  of  Arnold 
Beverly  that  he.  not  Mumia,  shot  Faulk- 
ner. Mumia  remains  on  death  row.  Last 
May  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
heard  oral  argument  in  Mumia’s  case,  and 
a decision  restoring  the  death  sentence, 
condemning  him  to  prison  for  life  or 
ordering  a trial  or  new  hearings  could 
come  any  day.  Free  Mumia  now! 

After  30  years,  the  vendetta  against 
MOVE  has  not  subsided.  In  September 
2006  the  Philadelphia  police  awarded  its 
"Valor  Award"  to  nine  of  the  cops  who 
participated  in  the  August  8 attack.  The 
2008  Guinness  Book  of  World  Records 
grote.squcly  classified  the  May  1985  bomb- 
ing as  a "cult  suicide."  a characteri/ation 
first  coined  in  1985  by  then  D.A.  Edward 
Rendell.  who  declared.  “The.se  are  people 
who  essentially  committed  suicide  and 
murdered  their  own  children."  Currently 
Pennsylvania’s  governor.  Rendell  was  the 
continued  on  page  7 
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Peggy  Dye.  a longtime  triemi  ol  the  Spuria- 
cist  League  and  supporter  of  the  work  of  the 
Partisan  Defense  Cominillee.  died  of  cancer  in 
New  York  City  on  4 December  2(H)7  at  the  age 
of  64.  Peggy  was  from  a black  working-cla.ss 
family.  Her  mother  encouraged  her  to  go  to  a 
more  distant  school  in  an  integrated  neigh-  ' 
borhood  near  Chicago.  Later  she  received  a 
full  scholarship  to  the  elite,  all-women  Vassar 
College,  where  as  one  of  four  black  students 
she  faced  isolation  and  prejudice.  In  1965  she 
graduated  as  a history  major.  At  a March  K 
memorial,  her  best  friend  from  college  par- 
ticularly remembered  Peggy  for  bringing  her 
to  meetings  by  Malcolm  X. 

Peggy  described  herself  as  a freelance  inde- 
pendent writer/organi/er/public  affairs  consult- 
ant. She  also  worked  for  several  years  as  a 
city  planner,  but  was  fired  for  being  a whistle- 
blower. There  was  notliing  parochial  about 
Peggy.  In  1986.  Peggy  became  a war  corre- 
spondent in  Western  Sahara  and  then  traveled 
to  El  Salvador  to  report  on  the  hospital  condi- 
tion.s  during  the  civil  war.  In  1989.  she  wrote 
articles  for  the  Village  Voice  about  plans  to 
raze  Harlem's  landmark  Audubon  Ballroom, 
where  Malcolm  X wa.s  assassinated.  A talented 
writer,  she  spent  many  years  writing  a novel. 
Couniry  Negro  Spy,  which  she  was  still  work- 
ing on  when  she  died. 

We  first  knew  Peggy  in  the  late  ’60s.  when 
she  was  around  the  Spartacist  League.  When 
we  encountered  Peggy  again,  more  than  a 
decade  later,  she  was  working  with  Conrad 
Lynn,  a courageous  black  activist  and  radical 
civil  rights  lawyer. 

Peggy  became  more  actively  involved  with 
the  PDC  when  she  enthusiastically  supported 
the  mobilization  initiated  by  the  PDC  to  stop 
the  KKK  from  marching  in  New  York  City 
on  23  October  1999.  She  was  excited  to  see 
the  power  of  the  multiracial  working  class 
brought  to  bear  that  day,  when  8.000  people 
stopped  the  Klan  in  its  tracks.  To  be  sure. 

Peggy  was  very  preoccupied  with  reaching 
for  and  motivating  what  she  described  as 
spirituality  in  people,  with  which  we.  as  Marxists, 
disagree.  But  she  was  also  a very  political  person. 
While  never  a member  of  the  SL  or  the  Labor 
Black  League,  she  believed  in  the  need  to  trans- 
form this  capitalist  society  through  the  mobiliza- 
tion of  the  working  class  and  described  herself  as 
a revolutionary.  She  told  us  that  one  of  her  favor- 
ite books  was  Their  Morals  and  Ours  by  Leon 
Trotsky. 

Over  the  last  several  years,  until  she  became  ill 
and  could  no  longer  be  active.  Peggy's  work  wiihs 
the  PDC/LBL  was  primarily  around  the  campaign 
to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  a black  journalist  whom 
the  government  wants  to  execute  for  his  political 
beliefs  and  activities  as  u former  Black  Panther  and 
supporter  of  the  MOVE  organization. 

She  was  solidly  committed  to  fighting  to  free 
Mumia  and  she  had  no  patience  for  anything  short 
of  mobilizing  the  broadest  possible  masses  for 
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Mumia’s  freedom.  She  went  back  to  the  newspapers 
she  worked  on  in  the  labor  movement — of  DC  37. 
1199  SEIU.  the  national  writers  union — to  try  to 
get  articles  printed  publicizing  Mumia's  case.  and. 
no  doubt  as  a result  of  her  work.  1 199  had  a very 
powerful,  long  article  on  Mumia. 

At  a 28  October  2006  rally  for  Mumia  in  Har- 
lem, called  by  the  PDC  and  the  LBL.  a discussion 
erupted  when  a supporter  of  the  Free  Mumia  Coali- 
tion asked  the  audience  to  sign  a petition  to  name  a 
Harlem  street  in  honor  of  Mumia.  The  petition 
called  for  a “new  and  fair  trial"  rather  than  stating 
that  Mumia  is  innocent  and  calling  for  his  freedom. 
Thus  the  PDC  could  not  sign  it.  Peggy  spoke  from 
the  floor,  solidarizing  with  the  PDC  while  making 
clear  her  political  differences: 

‘Tm  noi  a member  of  the  Sparlacisl  League  and  I do 
support  u lot  of  what  the  Sparlacisl  League  says,  and 
I also  am  very  partisan  about  ihe  Partisan  Defense 
Cnmmiiiee...  . 


"First  of  all  I'd  like  lo  say  that  since  wc  are 
saying  differences,  you  know  the  mam  differ- 
ence that  I sometimes  have  with  ihc  Workers 
Vangutinl  and  the  Sparlacisis,  ,is  lhat  ihc  arti- 
cles arc  really  long  and  they're  hard  lo  read 
[laughter).  And  sometimes  there's  no  story, 
there's  just  a lot  ot  conclusions,  and  you  have 
to  really  think  hard.  So  I'm  a writer  and  I like 
a siory.  and  I want  to  understand  things  plain 
like  Malcolm  X said... 

"But  I'm  going  lo  say  something  really  plain 
now.  I work  with  another  group  that  supports 
Mumia.  and  I sal  and  cried  about  two  weeks 
ago  when  the  group  was  talking  about  sending 
out  a letter  to  ask  for  support  for  Mumia.  to 
raise  money  for  his  trial.  And  I said,  'Why 
don't  we  put  in  Ihe  letter  that  he's  innocent'’' 
Well,  all  hell  broke  out.  'We  can't  do  that, 
we'll  alienate  people  Some  people  think 
he's  guilty.'  And  I said.  'I'm  from  Chicago. 
Nobody  gives  money  to  a guilty  guy''  They 
said.  'We've  got  to  go  the  legal  route,  we've 
got  to  exhaust  the  possibiltlies.'  And  I said. 
'I’ve  got  this  thing  from  this  group  called  the 
Partisan  Defen.se  Committee’  I was  really 
proud  of  it;  I want  everybody  in  here  lo  go  out 
of  here  tonight  and  gel  a copy  of  Ihe  ad  with 
the  400  names.  1 said.  'Don’t  you  see  that 
Henry  Louis  Gales  and  Manning  Maruble  and 
Cindy  Sheehan,  they  all  signed  a letter  that 
said  they  believe  he's  innocent?  You  mean  to 
tell  me  we're  so  chickenshii  we  can't  say  he's 
innocent?'  Get  that  letter,  lake  it  to  1 199.  lake 
it  to  all  your  unions,  tell  them  to  put  it  in  the 
newspaper." 

Fighting  for  her  convictions.  Peggy  actively 
participated  in  our  effort  to  publicize  Mumia's 
case  and  was  insistent  that  we  put  an  ad  in 
the  Nation,  paying  out  of  her  own  pocket  to 
make  this  possible.  She  was  also  a regular 
PDC  sustainer. 

A memorial  for  Peggy  took  place  at  the 
Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Brooklyn,  which  she  had  attended.  Gene  Her- 
son,  supporter  of  the  SL  and  Labor  Coordina- 
tor for  the  PDC,  spoke  at  Ihe  memorial  and 
remarked  lhat  it  was  fitting  that  this  memorial 
was  held  in  a place  that  had  been  a major 
station  in  the  underground  railroad.  It  also 
took  place  on  International  Women's  Day.  At 
the  memorial,  her  friend  Marilyn  Nance  read 
a speech  Peggy  had  given  exactly  ten  years 
earlier,  on  International  Women's  Day  in  1998.  In 
lhat  speech.  Peggy  recalled  that  this  daV  also  com- 
memorates the  1911  Triangle  Shirtwaist  Factory 
fire  in  which  148  women  garment  workers,  most 
of  them  immigrants,  died  because  the  exit  doors 
were  locked.  She  noted  that  as  recently  as  1991.  at 
a chicken  processing  plant  in  North  Carolina.  25 
workers,  predominantly  black  women,  died  in  a fire 
in  similar  circumstances  and  that  a lot  of  women 
around  the  world  were  still  working  in  sweatshops 
in  horrible  conditions. 

Many  comrades,  especially  in  New  York,  grew 
to  know  Peggy  and  appreciated  that  she  wanted 
to  transmit  her  experience,  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  society  to  the  youth.  When  she  came 
to  our  forums,  she  would  always  raise  thought- 
provoking  interventions  and  questions.  This  viva- 
cious. feisty  and  passionate  activist  will  be  sorely 
missed. 


Drop  Charges  Against  Denver  Leftist  Larry  Hales! 


The  following  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
rniiiee  protest  letter  ivas'  sent  to  Denver 
Cit}-  Attorney  David  R.  Fine  and  Mayor 
John  Hickenlooper  on  March  H. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  pro- 
tests the  vicious  police  attack  and  bogus 
charges  of  “interfering  with  the  police" 
against  Larry  Hales,  a leader  of  the  Den- 
ver branch  of  Fight  Imperialism.  Stand 
Together  (FIST),  a contributing  editor  to 
Workers  World  newspaper  and  an  organ- 
izer against  police  brutality.  We  demand 
that  all  charges  be  dropped  immediately. . 

Hales  was  arrested  on  November  30 
after  ten  cops  burst  into  his  house  without 
a warrant.  The  cops  claimed  they  were 
seeking  a man  Hales  was  housing  at  the 
time,  a survivor  of  a police  gunshot  in  the 
back  who  was  on  parole  and  who  had  also 
filed  a civil  case  against  the  cops.  After 
he  informed  the  police  that  the  parolee 
was  not  home.  Hales  was  assaulted  and 
his  companion.  Melissa  Kleinman.  was 
handcuffed  to  a chair.  Having  ransacked 
his  home,  the  police  then  dragged  Hales 
off  iq  jail.  During  the  arraignment,  the 


prosecutor  suggested  that  more  charges 
might  be  pending. 

Hales  was  targeted  by  the  police  not 
only  because  he  is  a well-known  young 
black  activist  with  a history  of  protesting 
racist  police  terror,  but  also  because  he  is 
an  organizer  of  Re-create  68.  one  of  the 
groups  planning  demonstrations  at  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  (DNC) 
to  be  held  in  Denver  in  August.  Hales' 
arrest  was  a message  of  intimidation 
aimed  at  anyone  who  would  want  lo  pro- 
test. We  recall  that  for  the  2004  DNC 
protests  in  Boston,  armed  Coast  Guard 
boats  patrolled  Boston  Harbor  while  a 
razor  wire  steel  cage  was  set  up  as  the 
“free  speech  zone."  Congress  has  allo- 
cated $50  million  each  for  security  at  the 
Denver  DNC  and  the  St.  Paul  Republican 
National  Convention.  Already  last  May 
the  Denver  city  government  announced 
plans  to  clear  the  homeless  from  down- 
town streets  for  the  duration  of  the  con- 
vention. especially  in  the  so-called  “secu- 
rity perimeter." 

We  vigorously  protest  Hales’  outra- 


geous arrest  and  demand  that  all  charges 
against  him  be  dropped. 

* * * , 

The  PDC  has  contributed  to  Larry 
Hales’  legal  defense.  Donations  can  be 


sent  to:  National  Justice  for  Larry  Hales 
Committee,  c/o  Solidarity  Center.  55  W, 
17th  St..  #5C.  New  York.  NY  1001 1. 
Make  checks  payable  lo  Justice  for  Larry 
Hales/IAC.B 
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Spartacist  contingent  at  August  1970  Women’s  Strike  for  Equality  march  in  New  York  City. 
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LEFT  OPPOSITION  AT  NEW  HAVEN 

RevoliitiWry  Marxists 

I mcU'  1. 

^ Df  Mr  1969 
SDS  Conference 


In  honor  of  International  Women's  Day 
(March  8).  we  reprint  below  a position 
paper  first  presented  at  the  December  1 969 
New  Haven  conference  of  Students  for  a 
Democratic  Society  (SDS)  by  the  Revolu- 
tionary Marxist  Caucus  (RMC),  forerun- 
ner of  today’s  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs.  This 
is  a historic  document  of  the  Spartacist 
League,  part  of  our  struggle  to  bring  the 
materialist.  Marxist  analysis  of  the  nature 
of  women’s  oppression  to  the  New  Left 
in  the  period  of  the  early  growth  of  the 
radical  women’s  liberation  movement.  We 
put  forward  the  understanding  that  the 
core  institution  of  women’s  oppression, 
the  family,  arose  with  private  property  (see 
The  Origin  of  the  Family,  Private  Property, 
and  the  State  by  Friedrich  Engels).  While 
women’s  oppression  is  distinct  from  and 
predates  the  oppression  of  the  working 
class,  it  can  only  be  ended  through  social- 
ist revolution.  This  analysis  stands  against 
both  “lifestyle  liberationisl”  feminists  who 
view  gender  as  the  main  division  in  soci- 
ety and  Stalinists  (Maoist  and  otherwise) 
who  hold  the  position  that  the  family  can 
be  "a  unit  for  fighting  the  ruling  class”  (as 
the  Worker-Student  Alliance  [WSA]  cau- 
cus in  SDS  argued). 

SDS  was  originally  the  youth  group  of 
the  Cold  War.  anti-Soviet  “socialists"  of  the 
League  for  Industrial  Democracy  (LID). 
SDS  moved  leftward  under  the  impact  of 
events,  particularly  the  struggle  of  the  civil 
rights  movement  against  Jim  Crow  segre- 
gation in  the  South  and,  later,  the  struggles 
against  the  Vietnam  War.  In  1962,  SDS’s 
Port  Huron  Statement  toned  down  the  overt 
anti-Communism  that  was  the  stock  in 
trade  of  the  LID  social  democrats,  and  in 
retribution  SDS  leaders  were  locked  out 
of  their  offices.  By  the  end  of  1965,  SDS 
had  dropped  its  anti-Communist  exclusion 
clause  and  split  from  the  LID  entirely.  It 
grew  rapidly,  drawing  in  tens  of  thousands 
of  young  activists  at  its  peak. 
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In  the  summer  of  1 969.  SDS  underwent 
a split.  As  part  of  an  orientation  toward 
revolutionary  regroupmenl,  the  RMC.  sup- 
porters of  the  Trotskyist  program  of  the 
Spartacist  League,  critically  supported 
the  wing  led  by  Progressive  Labor  (PL) 
and  its  WSA  caucus,  which  put  forward 
a crudely  pro-working-class  orientation 
as  against  the  generally  Maoist  National 
Collective.  PL  itself  had  been  formed 
from  a left  split  from  the  extremely  refor- 
mist Communist  Party  in  the  direction  of 
Maoism. 

The  context  of  widespread  leftward 
movement,  fueled  not  least  by  opposition 
to  the  Vietnam  War  and  the  draft,  and  the 
politically  open  character  of  SDS  pro- 
vided an  arena  for  revolutionary  Marxists 
to  struggle  for  our  program.  The  RMC 
sought  to  take  full  advantage  of  this 
necessarily  time-limited  situation  in  win- 
ning young  would-be  revolutionaries  to 
Marxism.  To  this  end,  we  put  forward 
position  papers  and  resolutions  arguing 
for  the  program  of  revolutionary  prole- 
tarian internationalism.  We  fought  for 
Marxism  as  a program  for  the  liberation 
of  all  of  humanity,  especially  highlight- 
ing the  need  for  a materialist  program  to 
confront  the  oppression  of  women  and 
blacks  (see  also  “Racial  Oppression  and 
Working-Class  Politics,”  VV'V'No.  897,  31 
August  2007). 

This  position  paper  also  mentions  in 
passing  the  Young  Socialist  Alliance 
(YSA)  and  Independent  Socialist  Clubs 
(ISC).  The  former  was  the  youth  organ- 
ization of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party, 
a once  Trotskyist  organization  by  then 
degenerated  into  reformism — as  exem- 
plified by  its  leading  role  in  the  class- 
collaborationist  National  Peace  Action 
Coalition.  The  Coalition’s  purpose  was  to 
appeal  to  liberal  Democratic  Party  politi- 
cians who  sought  to  extricate  American 


imperialism  from  the  losing  colonial  war 
in  Vietnam  and  to  head  off  a challenge  to 
the  capitalist  order  at  home.  The  ISC 
were  a left  split  from  the  Cold  Warriors 
of  the  Socialist  Party  who  purveyed  the 
same  anti-Sovietism  with  different  trap- 
pings. Today,  readers  will  recognize  them 
as  the  still  rabidly  anti-Communisl  and 
helplessly  liberal  International  Socialist 
Organization. 

# >)!  * 

I.  SDS  and  Women's  Liberation 

SDS  needs  a clear,  accurate  class  analy- 
sis of  the  special  oppression  of  women 
and  a Marxist  program  for  women’s  lib- 
eration. No  other  radical  youth  group 
has  yet  undertaken  this  task.  The  YSA 
substitutes  enthusiastic  tail-ending  for 
program;  the  ISC  in  their  Statement  of 
Principles  patronizingly  caters  to  the  sep- 
aratist mood  by  telling  women  that  social- 
ist revolution  won’t  solve  their  problems 
automatically — as  if  other  sorts  of  oppres- 
sion would  disappear  without  the  inter- 
vention of  consciousness! 

The  existing  women’s  liberation  move- 
ment. both  liberal  and  radical,  seems  to 
see  sex  as  the  basic  “class  division"  in  soci- 
ety. This  low  level  of  theoretical  devel- 
opment means  an  opportunity  for  Marx- 
ists to  intervene  with  a working-class  line. 
However,  we  will  render  our  intervention 
useless  if  we  cling  to  an  oversimplified 
analysis  that  the  only  form  of  oppre.ssion 
is  class  oppression  and  confine  our  inter- 
est to  the  economic  superexploitation  of 
women  workers. 

The  class  question  is  the  decisive  issue 
in  class  society.  However,  other  addi- 
tional types  of  oppression  do  exist  as  well 
— e.g..  racial  oppression,  national  oppres- 
sion, women’s  oppression.  To  deny  that 
Marxist  revolutionaries  must  concern 
themselves  with  these  issues  is  sectarian 


and  blatantly  anti-Leninist.  It  is  vital  that 
revolutionaries  participate  in  these  strug- 
gles. The  basis  of  such  participation  must 
be  the  realization  that  the  class  question 
is  decisive  and  thus  any  movement  which 
fails  to  identify  itself  with  the  struggle  of 
the  working  class  against  the  capitalist 
class  is  doomed  to  be  beset  by  utopian- 
ism, crackpotism,  liberal  illusions  and — 
ultimately — irrelevance. 

The  SDS  resolution  (which  was  spon- 
sored by  the  WSA  caucus  and  opposed  by 
us)  passed  by  our  June  convention  (after 
the  walk-oui  of  the  RYM  [Revolution- 
ary Youth  Movement]  splitters)  did  not 
provide  a correct  analysis  or  program. 
This  failure  was  primarily  due  to  an 
anti-historical.  unMarxist  method  which 
resulted  in  an  entirely  incorrect  position 
on  the  family. 

II.  Oppression  and  the  Family 

The  June  WSA  resolution  included  the 
following  statement:  “The  family  does 
not  have  to  be  primarily  reactionary.  We 
should  attempt  to  attack  the  bourgeois 
aspect  and  make  the  family^  a unit  for 
fighting  the  ruling  class.” 

This  statement  is  flatly  wrong.  It  ig- 
nores. in  a crude  anti-theoretical  manner, 
the  entire  thrust  of  the  Marxian  critique 
of  the  family  in  order  to  accept  as  poten- 
tially revolutionary  an  institution  which  is 
inherently  reactionary.  The  family  can  no 
more  become  a unit  for  fighting  capital- 
ism than  can  racial  segregation,  which  is 
also  a bourgeois  institution.  Both  of  these 
socio-economic  institutions  are  oppres- 
sive and  help  maintain  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. Both  are  tools  by  which  the  ruling 
class  maintains  and  strengthens  false  con- 
sciousness in  the  working  class. 

As  a pro-working-class  student  organ- 
ization. SDS  must  provide  a Marxian 
class  analysis  of  the  social  oppression 
of  women.  The  primary  source  document 
for  this  analysis  is  The  Origin  of  the 
Family,  Private  Property,  and  the  State,  in 
which  Frederick  Engels  traces  the  history 
of  the  increasing  oppression  of  women 
through  the  various  stages  of  economic 
development  of  society,  showing  that  the 
appearance  of  private  property  brought 
with  it  the  necessity  of  transferring  this 
property  through  inheritance.  From  this 
flows  the  need  to  trace  descent;  and 
since  the  male,  in  the  primitive  division 
of  labor,  had  come  to  be  the  property- 
owner.  he  is  therefore  given  the  right 
to  exclusive  sexual  access  to  the  bearer 
of  his  children.  Hence,  tl\e  institution  of 
marriage  emerges. 

Following  the  method  of  Engels,  exam- 
ining the  oppression  of  women  in  class 
society  and  the  nature  of  das',  society 
itself,  we  must  seek  its  roots  in  the  primi- 
tive division  of  labor,  which  resulted  in 
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the  social  division  of  man  and  woman, 
placing  the  latter  in  a subordinate  posi- 
tion. as  class  society  was  bom.  Subse- 
quently the  class  divisions  transcended 
the  sexual  division,  and  class  became  the 
dominant  reality  of  society.  To  put  it 
another  way.  Mrs.  Rockefeller  and  her 
maid  both  suffer  in  varying  degree  from 
the  pervasive  oppression  of  females  and 
have  some  issues  in  common,  but  the 
maid  has  more  in  common  with  her  own 
husband  than  with  Mrs,  Rockefeller. 

Sexual  divisions  continue  to  be  socially 
enforced,  since  they  bolster  the  capitalist 
system.  The  social  inferiority  of  women  is 
maintained  by  the  entire  structure  of  class 
society,  including  its  ideologies.  Many 
women  iniernali/.e  and  come  to  believe 
the  false  ideas  of  class  culture,  and  •actu- 
ally feel  themselves  to  be  inferior.  Women 
today  tend  to  be  "under-achievers";  feel- 
ing rightly  that  there  is  not  much  future 
for  them,  they  waste  their  talents  and  ener- 
gies on  trivialities,  decide  to  live  through 
their  families  or  succumb  to  despair.  It  is 
our  task  to  offer  to  these  women  a worth- 
while goal;  their  own  liberation,  which 
cannot  be  a personal  "self-liberation"  but 
requires  a socialist  revolution  and  the 
withering  away  of  the  family.  As  commu- 
nist revolutionaries,  further,  these  women 
will  lead  incomparably  richer  lives.  They 
will  come  to  understand  their  own  oppres- 
sion and  the  origins,  the  nature  and  the 
future  of  the  family.  As  staled  by  Engels: 
"We  are  now  approaching  a social  revo- 
lution in  which  the  economic  founda- 
tions of  monogamy  as  they  have  existed 
will  disappear  just  as  surely  as  those  of 
Its  complement,  prostitution.  Monogamy 
arose  from  the  concentration  of  consider- 
able wealth  in  the  hands  of  a single  indi- 
vidual. a man.  and  from  the  need  to 
bequeath  this  wealth  to  the  children  of 
that  man  and  no  other. 

"For  this  purpose  the  monogamy  of  the 
woman  was  required,  not  that  of  the  man. 
But  by  transforming  by  far  the  greater 
portion,  at  any  rate,  of  permanent,  inher- 
itable wealth,  the  means  of  production, 
into  social  property,  the  coming  social 
revolution  will  reduce  to  a minimum  all 
this  anxiety  about  bequeathing  and  inher- 
iting..., The  position  of  men  will  be  very 
much  altered,  but  the  position  of  women, 
of  alt  women,  also  undergoes  significant 
change.  With  the  transfer  of  the  means  of 
production  into  common  ownership,  the 
single  family  ceases  to  be  the  economic 
unit  of  society.  Private  housekeeping 
is  transformed  into  a social  industry 
The  care  and  education  of  the  children 
becomes  a public  affair:  society  looks 
after  all  children  alike  whether  or  not  they 
arc.  in  bourgeois  legal  jargon,  legitimate." 

This  is  far  from  advocating  that  straw 
man  of  the  bosses’  press,  that  under  com- 
munism men  and  women  will  live  in 
separate  barracks  and  all  children  will  be 
brought  up  in  a stale  orphanage.  We  are 
rather  advocating  the  replacement  of  mar- 
riage as  a compulsory  economic  unit  with 
voluntary  forms  better  suited  to  people's 
physical  and  emotional  needs.  Since  the 
institution  of  the  family  is  an  integral  part 
of  the  capitalist  system,  the  struggle  for 
women’s  liberation  is  inseparable  from 
the  struggle  for  a socialist  revolution. 

III.  The  Family  and  the  Class 

The  WSA  resolution  states:  "With  the 
rise  of  capitalism  and  modern  industry, 
the  economic  foundation  on  which  the  tra- 
ditional family  was  based  was  destroyed. 
Women  were  taken  out  of  the  home 
and  put  into  the  factory.  But  the  special 
exploitation  of  women,  who  became  a 
cheap  reserve  labor  force,  continued.  To 
justify  the  double  exploitation  of  women 
workers,  the  ruling  class  fostered  the  ide- 
ology of  male  chauvinism." 

To  set  the  record  straight,  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  industrial  revolution 
women  and  children  formed  the  bulk  of 
the  industrial  proletariat.  The  reasons  for 
this  are  well  established.  Women  and  chil- 
dren were  cheap,  unskilled,  docile  labor 
used  by  the  rising  capitalists  to  batter 
down  the  wages  of  men  (usually  more 
highly  paid)  and  to  destroy  the  craft  indus- 
tries employing  (rela’tively)  highly  paid 
male  artisans.  To  quote  Marx  in  Capital. 
"The  value  of  labor  power  was  deter- 
mined not  only  by  the  labor-time  neces- 
sary to  maintain  the  individual  adult 
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U.S.  encourage  whites  to  oppress  blacks) 
and  false  consciousness  (racism).  The 
working  man  learns  to  direct  his  anger 
and  frustrations  against  his  wife,  rather 
than  against  the  bosses.  He  is  told  that  he 
is  the  boss  in  his  own  home  ("a  man’s 
home  is  his  castle").  Thus,  the  family  as 
an  economic  and  social  institution  is  a 
shackle  on  the  consciousness  of  the  men 
workers  as  well  as  that  of  women. 

The  Family  in 
Non-Capitalist  States 

The  family  serves  its  reactionary  Jtinc- 
tion  not  only  in  capitalist  societies  but 
also  in  the  bureaucratically-deformed  work- 
ers' stales — i.e.,  Russia.  China,  and  those 
other  nations  which  have  abolished  the 
material  basis  of  the  family — private  prop- 
erty— but  which  still  require  the  family  as 
a socio-cultural  institution  in  order  to 
suppress  the  consciousness  of  the  masses, 
rendering  them  subservient  to  the  para- 
sitic bureaucracies  headed  by  Brezhnev  & 
Co.,  Mao.  etc. 

For  example,  the  initial  effect  of  the 
Chinese  revolution — which  in  its  need  to 
fight  imperialism  found  itself  complet- 
ing the  tasks  of  the  bourgeois-democratic 
revolution  and  establishing  the  property 
relations  of  a workers’  state — was  the 
unleashing  of  an  immensely  progressive 
social  force.  The  feudal  oppression  of 
women  was  abolished.  But  in  the  absence 
of  workers'  democracy  in  China,  policy 
is  determined  by  the  whim  of  the  Maoist 
bureaucracy.  Hence,  the  ambivalent  atti- 
tude toward  the  family:  thus  the  bureauc- 
racy opposed  birth  control  during  the 
Great  Leap  Forward;  today  they  encour- 
age long  periods  of  celibacy  for  the  Chi- 
nese youth. 

The  survival  of  most  features  of  bour- 
geois family  life  within  the  non-capitalist 
continued  on  page  6 


laborer,  hut  nisn  by  that  necessary  to 
maintain  his  family.  Machinery,  by  throw- 
ing every  member  of  the  family  ipto  the 
labor  market,  spreads  the  value  of  man's 
labor-power  over  his  whole  family.  It 
thus  depreciates  his  labor  power." 
Consequently,  workers  with  large  families 
were  often  given  preference  by  the  early 
capitalists  who.  as  a matter  of  fact,  often 
compelled  the  worker  to  require  his  entire 
family  to  work  in  his  factory  or.lose  hisjob. 

The  bourgeoisie  of  this  period  actually 
devised  ideological  apologia  for  female 
and  child  labor  (see  Jurgen  Kuezynski. 
The  Ri.se  of  the  Working  Class,  Chapter  2. 
"The  Working  Class  Emerges”).  The  limi- 
tation of  female  and  child  labor  (by.  e.g.. 
the  Factory  Acts  in  Britain)  represented 
concessions  wrested  by  the  working  class 
from  capital.  The  progressive  withdrawal 
of  this  super-exploited  labor  from  the  fac- 
tory system  compelled  the  capitalists  to 
employ  machinery  in  their  stead  if  they 
wished  to  remain  in  business. 

The  destruction  of  the  traditional  family 
by  employing  women  and  children  in  pro- 
duction creates  the  possibility  of  founding 
the  relationship  between  the  .sexes  on  a 
new  economic  basis.  But.  the  spontaneous 
way  this  employment  developed  with  the 
rise  of  capital  was.  to  quote  Marx,  “a  pes- 
tiferous source  of  corruption  and  slavery" 
which  the  advanced  sections  of  the  work- 
ing class  fought.  The  kernel  of  this  contra- 
diction is  that  under  capitalism  the  family 
remains — because  there  is  no  other  socio- 
economic institution  to  replace  it. 

An  Institution  of  Indoctrination 

The  bourgeoisie  and  its  theorists  tin- 
kered with  the  old  institutions  in  order 
to  fit  them  better  into  the  new  indus- 
trial capitalism.  In  the  age  of  disintegrat- 
ing feudalism,  before  the  capitalists  had 
accumulated  much  experience  in  running 


their  own  system,  some  of  them  even 
toyed  with  very  radical  ideas  regarding 
the  state,  family  and  religion.  They  soon 
learned,  however,  that  whether  they  them- 
selves liked  conventional  family  life  or 
not.  or  whether  they  believed  in  God  or 
not.  the  institutions  of  religion  and  the 
family  were  indispensable  for  inculcat- 
ing the  required  docility,  submissiveness, 
respect  for  authority  and  superstition  in 
the  working  class.  Without  religion  and 
the  family  the  workers  would  be  far  more 
likely  to  become  troublesome.  For  this 
reason  the  bourgeoisie  learned  to  pay 
public  obeisance  to  the  ideals  of  religion 
and  the  family  whether  they  per.sonally 
believed  in  them  or  not.  When  economi- 
cally necessary,  the  capitali.st  class  will  tol- 
erate and  even  encourage  female  and  child 
labor — but  without  allowing  ihe  develop- 
ment of  institutions  to  replace  the  family. 
The  working  woman  is  not  really  freed 
from  her  role  as  household  slave  by  obtain- 
ing work  outside  the  home;  she  merely  has 
one  responsibility  added  to  another. 

Although  individual  families  were  de- 
stroyed— and  are  being  destroyed — by 
capitalism,  the  family  as  an  institution 
was  not  hurt,  as  it  rises  or  falls  with  the 
existence  of  private  property.  When  eco- 
nomic considerations  permitted,  the  rul- 
ing class  periodically  initiated  campaigns, 
through  the  media  and  the  churches,  to 
gel  women  back  into  the  home.  This  ten- 
dency reached  a peak  of  brutal  chauvin- 
ism and  cynical  barbarism  with  the  Nazi 
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slogan.  "Kinder.  Kiiche.  Kirche."  which 
portrays  the  woman  deluded  by  religion 
and  as  breeder,  babysitter  and  cook.  "The 
family  that  prays  together  stays  together”: 
both  religion  and  the  family  are  bourgeois 
institutions  of  false  consciousness. 

Functions  of  the  Family 

Women  and  children  left  the  process  of 
production,  not  chiefly  because  the  capital- 
ists feared  for  the  nuclear  family  and  forced 
them  out  but  in  large  pan  because  under 
capitalism  no  sub.stituie  for  the  family  is 
available.  The  domestic  labor  performed 
by  (he  housewife  has  no  exchange  value, 
and  the  family  is  socially  necessary  to 
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maintain  the  working  class.  The  necessity 
of  the  bourgeoisie  to  concentrate  and  trans- 
fer its  wealth  via  inheritance  makes  the 
family  an  ideological  necessity  for  capital- 
ism. Also,  the  struggle  by  the  working  class 
to  limit  the  exploitation  of  women  and 
children  necessarily  caused  production  to 
become  more  capital-intensive,  hence  ulti- 
mately raising  the  standard  of  living  of  the 
entire  working  class  while  in  the  long  run 
diminishing  the  amount  of  labor  needed  in 
production. 

In  the  present  period,  a period  of  capi- 
talism in  decay,  there  simply  are  not 
enough  jobs  to  go  around.  Women,  be- 
cause of  the  domestic  role  they  of  neces- 
sity (under  capitalism)  must  more  or  less 
fulfill,  are  on  the  fringes  of  the  reserve 
army  of  the  working  class.  When  they 
are  needed  in  production  (such  as  World 
War  II)  the  capitalists  have  no  compunc- 
tions about  the  sanctity  of  hearth  and 
home,  and  will  gladly  hire  them  to  do 
"men’s"  work  and  will  just  as  gladly  drop 
them  from  production  when  they  are  no 
longer  needed.  (An  unemployed  male  ex- 
soldiery would  be  a far  greater  threat  to 
the  bourgeois  order  than  the  more  docile 
women  unemployed  workers.) 

The  hollow  satisfactions  of  male  su- 
premacy within  the  home  oppress  both 
the  men  and  the  women  and  encourage 
false  consciousness  (male  chauvinism). 
By  way  of  comparison,  segregation  is 
similarly  a tool  of  oppression  (the  hollow 
satisfactions  of  white  supremacy  in  the 
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Women’s 

Liberation... 

(continueJ from  puf>e  5) 

world  simuUancously  reveals  somelhing 
about  both  the  family  and  the  nature  ot 
these  societies.  The  bourgeois  family  is 
still  the  family,  similar  in  decisive  re- 
spects to  the  family  in  non-capitalist  but 
not  classless  (e.g..  feudal  and  slave)  soci- 
eties. The  family  unit  represents  a divi- 
sion of  social  labor  far  older  than 
capitalism,  dating  back  to  the  first  "class" 
division  of  labor,  that  between  man  and 
woman.  As  such,  the  family  will  require 
more  than  the  abolition  of  capitali.sm 
(in  and  of  itselO  before  it  is  superseded 
entirely  by  a freer  system  of  relations 
between  men  and  women,  parents  and 
children.  Needless  to  say.  the  overthrow 
of  the  capitalists  and  their  state  by  the 
regime  of  workers*  power  i.s  absolutely 
essential  to  the  liberation  of  individuals 
from  the  narrowness,  authoritarianism 
and  se>iual  inequality  inherent  m family 
life.  But  we  should  recognize  that  this 
task  will  not  be  fully  accomplished  until 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  has 
fulfilled  its  historic  mission:  until  class 
distinctions  and  their  vestiges  have  been 
eradicated  from  society,  i.e..  mankind 
has  reached  the  stage  of  classless  soci- 
ety. communism.  The  same  holds  true 
for  other  features  of  class  societies  in 
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general — aspects  not  simply  peculiar  to 
capitalism,  such  as  the  need  for  a slate 
power  over  .society,  the  existence  of  a cer- 
tain amount  of  religious  superstition, 
what  Marx  called  "the  idiocy  of  rural 
life."  etc. 

No  society  could  today  be  entirely  free 
of  the  dark  heritage  of  the  family  with  its 
sexual  oppression  and  shut-in.  stultifying 
life  for  the  children.  What  is  most  repug- 
nant to  any  revolutionist  about  family  life 
in  the  deformed  workers’  slates,  how- 
ever. is  the  fact  that  the  political  elite 
ruling  these  societies  presents  the  survi- 
val of  an  archaic  and  reactionary  institu- 
tion as  a great  achievement  in  building 
socialism!  The  Bolsheviks  in  Lenin's 
time  never  glorified  the  family  as  an 
instrument — real  or  potential — for  revo- 
lutionary socialist  struggle  and  develop- 
ment. As  far  as  the  miserably  insufficient 
level  of  Russian  economy  and  culture 
permitted,  they  passed  laws  and  created 
institutions  designed  to  free  Soviet  citi- 
zens, particularly  the  women  and  chil- 
dren. from  the  oppressive  and  stultify- 
ing influence  of  the  family.  All  this  was 
of  course  reversed  with  the  advent  of 
Stalin’s  bureaucratic  regime,  which  con- 
tinues on  to  this  day.  After  wiping  out  the 
left  wing  of  the  Communist  Party  and 
stripping  the  Soviets  of  power,  the  Slalin- 
ized  regime  proceeded  to  make  divorce 
more  difficult,  illegalized  abortion,  en- 
hanced parental  authority,  and  worst  of 
all  called  this  adaptation  to  brutal  bare- 
foot Russian  medievalism — socialism! 
For  reasons  which  Stalinists  find  difficult 
to  explain,  the  Soviet  Great  Leap  Back- 
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ward  in  policy  regarding  women  and  the 
family  was  led  by  the  same  parasitic  gang 
who  murdered  the  Old  Bolsheviks  of  all 
viewpoints,  throttled  the  Spanish  revolu- 
tion and  let  Hitler  lake  power  without  fir- 
ing a shot.  Just  as  Stalin  was  willing  to 
use  Great  Russian  chauvinism  against 
national  minorities,  praise  the  Orthodox 
Church  and  foster  anti-Semitism,  so  he 
found  that  the  backward  Russian  family 
created  a base  for  his  bureaucratic  and 
authoritarian  aims.  Even  where  private 
property  no  longer  exists,  the  institution 
of  the  family  serves — at  best — to  hinder 
the  development  of  a socialist  society.  At 
worst  it  provides  a base  of  support  in  the 
culture  for  the  parasitic  bureaucrats  who 
barter  away  the  gains  of  the  revolution. 
SDS  cannot  wish  away  the  social  and 
cultural  significance  of  the  family  by 
words  about  making  it  "a  unit  for  fighting 
the  ruling  class.’’  Reactionary  institutions 
serve  reactionary  ends. 

IV.  The  Working  Woman 

The  economic  aspects  of  the  inferior 
position  of  women  in  our  society  pro- 
vide the  most  immediate  benefits  to 
capitalism.  Whenever  capital  needs  to 
draw  women  out  into  the  labor  force, 
it  has  been  able  to  use  the  ideology  of 
male  superiority  to  justify  the  super- 
exploitation of  women  workers — that  is. 
women  being  paid  less  fordoing  the  same 
work  as  the  men.  After  all.  "a  woman’s 
place  is  in  the  home."  "a  man  has  the 
responsibility  of  supporting  a family,  a 
woman  only  works  because  she  wants  to." 

The  assumption  is  that  the  woman’s 
main  role  is  that  of  the  tender  mother; 
hence,  she  is  forced  to  lake  care  of  her 
children,  even  if  they  are  unwanted,  even 
when  she  is  divorced.  Any  woman  who 
wants  more  out  of  life  is  termed  "unnatu- 
ral" or  “unfit."  The  lie  is  pushed  that 
women  are  fit  only  for  domestic  chores 
and  that  therefore  their  labor  is  not  worth 
as  much  as  the  labor  of  men. 

Women  make  up  one  third  of  the 
American  labor  force,  but  the  wages  of  the 
full-time  working  woman  average  only 
60%  of  those  of  the  average  male  working 
full-time.  The  non-white  working  woman, 
suffering  under  a double  load  of  exploita- 
tion and  oppression,  must  indeed  be  the 
most  victimized  category  in  American 
capitalist  society.  In  itself,  the  lower  aver- 
age income  of  women  workers  roughly 
indicates  the  degree  of  their  oppression, 
not  their  super-exploitation  relative  to 
working  men.  (They  might — and  do — 
take  home  less  money  because  they  are 
concentrated  in  less  productive  jobs.)  But 
women,  even  more  than  other  oppressed 
groups  such  as  Black  male  workers,  fre- 
quently receive  less  for  work  identical 
to  that  performed  by  more  highly  paid 
men.  In  addition  to  suffering  oppression 
and  discrimination,  working  women  are 
super-exploited  m the  literal  and  technical 
sense  of  the  term. 

Militancy  or  Passivity? 

In  the  months  ahead,  many  SDS  mem- 
bers expect  to  have  jobs,  either  full-time 
or  temporary,  m factories,  on  campus. 
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in  offices  and  hospitals,  wherever  labor 
struggles  are  going  on.  Those  of  us  in- 
volved in  assisting  striking  unions  will  be 
able  to  establish  contacts  with  workers 
on  the  picket  lines.  As  socialists,  we  must 
support  the  working  class  in  its  struggles 
and  seek  to  raise  consciousness,  point- 
ing out  that  male  chauvinism  divides  the 
workers,  that  lower  wages  lor  women 
means  lower  wages  for  everyone.  In  Brit- 
ain. where  unitins  have  calculated  that 
wages  would  increase  11%  if  women 
received  the  same  pay  as  men.  equal  pay 
for  equal  work  has  become  a major  union 
demand.  In  the  U.S..  a related  process  of 
awakening  is  going  on. 

Male  chauvinism  has  made  many 
women  workers  passive  in  accepting  their 
lower  wages  and  generally  poorer  work- 
ing conditions-  Many  women  are  con- 
vinced that  it  isn’t  "ladylike"  or  "femi- 
nine" to  be  really  militant,  that  political 
activity  is  only  for  men.  that  the  picket 
line  is  loo  dangerous  a place  for  women. 
These  attitudes  serve  the  bosses  and  must 
be  fought.  Radicals  should  encourage 
militancy  among  women  workers  and 
relate  women’s  oppression  to  the  oppres- 
sion and  alienation  that  all  workers  expe- 
rience under  capitalism.  Thus,  women's 
liberation  has  an  important  role  to  play 
in  the  .struggles  of  the  working  class. 
Further,  situations  sometimes  arise  where 
the  women — because  they  are  more  op- 
pressed by  poor  working  conditions,  low 
wages  and  speed-up — are  more  mili- 
tant than  the  men.  Women  are  not  pale, 
fragile,  helpless  creatures;  as  workers 
engaged  in  industrial  production,  they 
can  wield  workers’  power! 

V.  Male  Chauvinism  in 
the  Student  Movement 

The  student  movement  is  infected  with 
male  chauvinism,  a bourgeois  ideology, 
as  is  the  rest  of  society  under  capital- 
ism. Long  ago  most  of  us  faced  up  to  our 
own  deeply  imbedded  racist  attitudes  and 
began  to  conquer  them.  Now  we  must 
root  out  our  male  chauvinism  as  care- 
fully. Here  we  are  dealing  with  the  social 


and  psychological  forms  of  discrimina- 
tion rather  than  the  economic  aspects  of 
male  chauvinism.  We  must  recognize 
also  that  no  one — including  our  women 
members — is  automatical  ly  exempt  from 
male  chauvinist  attitudes.  We  must,  by 
scrupulous  attention  to  the  content  of  a 
pro-women’s  liberation  position,  prevent 
the  subject  from  becoming  a bandwagon 
which  intimidates  free  political  debate  in 
SDS  the  way  that  some  Black  hustlers 
have  sought  to/acist-bait  other  radicals 
into  accepting  their  positions  as  gospel. 

Male  chauvinism — perhaps  a mislead- 
ing term  since  it  tends  to  obscure  the  fact 
that  women’s  male  chauvinist  altitudes 
can  oppress  them  or  other  women — has 
hurt  the  radical  movement.  Many  poten- 
tially radical  women  are  unwilling  to 
join  an  organization  which  they  believe 
is  indifferent  to  women’s  oppression.  It 
is  a fact  that  a good  number  of  the  ersatz, 
crackpot  and  separatist  tendencies  in  the 
existing  women’s  liberation  groups  are  a 
reaction  to  the  male  chauvinism  in  the 
student  movement.  These  groups  blur 
over  class  lines  and  stress  "individual 
liberation"  and  other  utopian  schemes. 

Many  of  the  women  who  do  enter 
radical  politic.s  tend  to  play  supportive 
roles  and  are  not  encouraged  to  develop 
politically  or  exercise  leadership.  SDS 
must  rid  itself  of  male  chauvinism  and 
utilize  the  full  talents  of  all  its  members. 

VI.  SDS  and  Special  Groups 

It  is  not  enough  to  fight  individual 
aspects  of  women’s  oppression  within 
the  labor  movement  and  in  SDS.  Sepa- 
rate women’s  liberation  groups  offer  an 
opportunity  to  tie  together  all  aspects  of 
women’s  oppression  in  the  minds  of  their 
members,  and  hence  to  suggest  a single 
solution — which  is  socialism.  As  Marx- 
ists. we  recognize  that  special  oppression 
calls  for  special  defensive  and  combative 
organizations  of  the  oppressed.  For  this 
reason.  SDS  should  give  critical  support 
(determined  by  program)  to  Black  groups 
which  fight  the  special  oppression  of 
Black  people;  similarly  SDS  should  sup- 
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Tuesday,  April  8,  7 p.m. 
Imperialism  and  War 
SFSU 

Cesar  Chavez  Student  Center 
Room:  Rosa  Parks  D 
Information  and  readings  (510)  839-0851 
or  e-mail  sycbayarea@sbcglobal  net 
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Saturday,  March  22,  3 p.m. 

The  Obama  Campaign  and 
the  "End  of  Racism”  Myth 
222  S.  Morgan  Street.  Suite  2C 
(Buzzer  23) 

(Near  the  UlC/Halsted  stop  on  the  Glue  Line) 

information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail;  chicagosyc@sbcgloba1  net 
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Saturday,  April  5,  4:30  p.m. 

A Marxist  Perspective 
on  the  Near  East: 

For  a Socialist  Federation 
of  the  Near  East! 

299  Broadway.  Suite  318 
(take  any  tram  to  City  Hall  or  Chambers  St.) 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail;  nysi@tiac  net 
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Wednesday,  March  26,  6 p.m. 
Permanent  Revolution  vs. 
Bourgeois  Nationalism 
UBC  Student  Union  Building.  Rm,  212 
Information  and  readings  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail:  trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable  com 
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Monday,  March  17,  12  p.m. 
Film  Showing  and  Presentation: 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent; 
Free  Him  Now! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 
University  of  Toronto 
Sidney  Smith  Hall.  Room  2115 
100  St.  George  Street 


Monday.  March  24,  7:30  p.m. 

The  Fight  to  Build  a 
Revolutionary  Workers  Party 
in  the  Post-Soviet  Period 
University  of  Toronto 
Sidney  Smith  Hall,  Room  2112 
100  St.  George  Street 
Information  and  readings  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail  spartcan@on  aibn  com 
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port  women’s  groups  which  fight  on  the 
basis  of  a Marxist  program  for  the  special 
needs  of  women. 

Armed  with  a more  developed  politi- 
cal and  economic  analysis  of  society. 
SDS  members  should  be  able  to  win  the 
more  serious  groups  away  from  petty- 
bourgeois  amateur  therapy  sessions,  lib- 
eralism, female  separatism  and  vicarious 
anti-male  terrorism,  to  a working-class 
perspective.  Women’s  liberation  groups 
are  a good  arena  for  winning  militant 
women  over  to  SDS  and  to  socialism. 

VII.  Program  for 

Women’s  Liberation 

When  SDS  members  make  a political 
entry  into  a special  group  such  as  a 
women’s  liberation  group,  they  should 
be  armed  with  a program  that  raises  con- 


sciousness by  relating  specific  felt  needs 
to  the  broader  struggle  for  socialism.  We 
carry  through  (his  program  by  raising  a 
series  of  transitional  demands — that  is. 
demands  which  flow  from  the  specific 
struggle  but  which  lead  (he  struggle  to  a 
higher  level  of  militancy  and  political 
sophistication. 

We  move  that  SDS  accept  the  following 
program  for  struggle  and  agitate  around 
the  following  demands: 

For  the  abolition  of 
family  restrictions: 

1 . Abolition  of  abortion  laws;  each  woman 
must  be  free  to  make  her  own  decisions. 

2.  Free  abortions,  as  part  of  demand  for 
free  quality  medical  care  for  everybody, 
so  poor  women  will  have  the  same  free- 
dom of  choice  as  middle-class  women. 


3.  Freely  available  birth  control  devices 
and  information. 

4.  Free  full-time  child-care  facilities  for 
all  children,  the  expenses  to  be  borne  by 
the  employer  or  the  slate.  Free  pre-natal, 
maternity  and  post-natal  care  with  no 
loss  in  pay  for  time  off. 

5.  Establishment  of  free  voluntary  cafe- 
terias in  the  factories  and  other  places  of 
work. 

6.  Divorce  at  (he  request  of  either  partner. 
Abolition  of  alimony.  Expenses  for  chil- 
dren to  be  paid  by  the  state. 

7.  Lower  the  legal  age  of  adulthood  to 
16.  State  stipend  for  schooling  or  train- 
ing for  any  child  who  wishes  to  leave 
home.  Free  education  for  all  children,  with 
housing,  food  and  stipend.  No  loco  paren- 
fts.  Sludenl-teacher-worker  control  of  all 
schools  and  colleges. 


To  Tight  the  super-exploitation 
of  women  workers: 

8.  Full  and  equal  pay  for  equal  work. 

9.  Equal  work;  equal  access  to  all  job 
categories.  Shorter  work  week  with  no  loss 
in  pay  (“30  for  40")  to  eliminate  unem- 
ployment at  the  capitalists’  expense. 

To  Tight  mule  chauvinism: 

10.  An  end  to  all  forms  of  discrimina- 
tion— legal,  political,  social  and  cultural. 

SDS  should  seek  the  creation  of  a non- 
exclusionist  class-conscious  women’s  lib- 
eration organization  in  w'hich  SDS  mem- 
bers can  participate  and  struggle  on  the 
basis  of  the  above  program.  Toward  this 
end,  we  should  direct  interested  SDS  mem- 
bers to  seek  to  initiate,  along  with  other  radi- 
cal women,  a nationally -oriented  women's 
liberation  publication. ■ 


MOVE... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

D.A.  who  prosecuted  the  MOVE  9 and 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  and  is  one  of  a num- 
ber of  leading  figures  in  the  Pennsylvania 
state  government  for  whom  the  vendetta 
against  MOVE  and  Mumia  has  played  a 
key  role  in  building  their  careers.  His  wife 
Marjorie  Rendell  sits  on  the  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  that  is  about  to  rule  in 
Mumia’s  appeal.  Ronald  Castille.  chief 
justice  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court, 
was  the  D.A.  who  prosecuted  Ramona 
Africa  and  who  fought  Mumia's  appeals 
in  the  state  courts.  Longtime  Philadelphia 
D.A.  Lynne  Abraham  was  the  judge  who 
in  1985  issued  warrants  for  the  arrest  of 
MOVE  members  and  the  search  of  their 
Osage  Avenue  home,  laying  the  basis  for 
the  cop  massacre.  Abraham,  a staunch 
advocate  of  the  racist  death  penalty,  has 
fought  to  carry  out  Mumia’s  legal  lynch- 
ing for  the  past  1 7 years. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee — a 
class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  so- 
cial defense  organization  associated  with 
the  Spartacist  League — has  since  1986 
been  sending  monthly  stipends  to  the  im- 
prisoned MOVE  members  as  part  of  the 
PDC’s  program  of  support  to  class-war 
prisoners.  We  print  below  the  text  of  a 
March  6 PDC  letter  to  the  Parole  Board 
demanding  the  immediate  and  uncondi- 
tional release  of  the  MOVE  prisoners.  Let- 
ters demanding  freedom  for  MOVE  should 
be  sent  to  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Pro- 
bation and  Parole.  1101  South  Front  Street, 
Suite  5100,  Harrisburg,  PA  17104-2517. 
The  names  for  each  of  the  commissioners 
are  at:  www.pbpp.state.pa.us.  Copies  of 
letters  should  be  sent  to;  William  Phillips 
Africa,  AM  4984.  SCI-Dallas.  1000  Follies 
Road,  Dallas.  PA  18612-0286. 


The  Partisan  Defen.se  Committee  joins 
with  those  supporting  the  release  of  the 
eight  surviving  political  prisoners  who 
have  been  collectively  known  as  the 
MOVE  9-  These  men  and  women  were 
victims  of  racist  police  brutality  and  they 
should  not  have  spent  30  seconds  in  jail. 


13  May  1985: 
Black  Democratic 
mayor  Wilson 
Goode  ordered 
Philly  cops,  aided 
by  FBI,  to  bomb 
Osage  Avenue 
MOVE  home, 
killing  eleven 
people  and 
destroying 
entire  black 
neighborhood. 


much  less  nearly  30  years  in  state  prison. 
They  are  innocent  of  the  crimes  for  which 
they  were  convicted  and  imprisoned. 

After  a yearlong  siege,  on  August  8. 
1978,  an  army  of  nearly  600  police  sur- 
rounded the  MOVE  home  to  evict  its 
defenseless  residents.  Three  months  before 
the  attack  MOVE  had  allowed  the  police 
to  search  their  home,  resulting  in  the 
removal  of  what  were  inoperable  weapons. 
The  police  turned  on  "deluge  guns”  flood- 
ing the  basement  of  the  house  and  then 
unleashed  a furious  fusillade  so  intense 
that  one  of  their  own  officers,  James 
Ramp,  was  killed  in  the  police  cross  fire. 
When  the  adults  emerged,  police  publicly 
beat,  dragged,  kicked  and  stomped  on  Del- 
bert Africa.  The  outrage  sparked  by  Del- 
bert’s savage  beating,  captured  in  slow 
motion  on  television  news  cameras,  ulti- 
mately led  to  a federal  civil  rights  lawsuit 
and  indictments  against  three  of  the  police 
attackers.  Following  the  police  assault,  (he 
police  completely  bulldozed  the  house, 
destroying  not  only  evidence  of  their  own 
wrongdoing,  but  proof  that  the  MOVE 
members’  only  “crime”  was  to  survive. 

The  trial  of  the  MOVE  9 was  a travesty 


Jennifer  Beach 


Prepare  Now  for 
Emergency  Protests! 


On  17  May  2007  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  heard  oral  arguments  in  Mumia's  case, 
and  there  could  be  a decision  at  any  time. 

if  the  Court  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
sentence  or  denies  Mumia’s  appeals  for 
a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  have  called  for  protests  the  day 
after  the  decision.  Others  have  also 
called  for  protests. 

For  more  information  see  the 

PDC  Web  site,  www.partisandefense.org 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 
FREE  MUMIA  NOW! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


of  justice.  At  least  eight  witnesses  con- 
firmed that  no  gunshots  came  from  the 
MOVE  house.  Three  firemen  said  they 
did  not  know  where  (he  gunshots  came 
from  and  had  seen  no  MOVE  members 
with  guns.  When  weapons  supposedly 
found  at  the  MOVE  home  were  brought  to 
court,  none  of  them  had  any  fingerprints 
of  the  defendants  on  them  and  none  of  the 
MOVE  prisoners  were  ever  charged  with 
illegal  weapons  possession.  Despite  con- 
tradictory ballistic  and  forensic  testi- 
mony. all  nine  defendants  were  pro- 


nounced guilty  of  third-degree  murder, 
attempted  murder  and  seven  counts  of 
aggravated  assault.  They  were  also  con- 
victed of  conspiracy,  a catchall  charge 
used  especially  to  prosecute  people  for 
their  shared  political  beliefs  when  prose- 
cutors are  unable  to  prove  that  a crimi- 
nal act  was  committed.  After  the  trial, 
the  presiding  judge  Edwin  Maimed  was 
asked  “Who  shot  James  Ramp?"  His 
reply  was.  "1  haven’t  the  faintest  idea.” 

The  victimization  of  the  MOVE  9 was 
part  and  parcel  of  a years  long  vendetta 
against  MOVE  and  its  supporters.  In  1985 
they  watched  in  horror  from  their  Penn- 
sylvania prison  cells  as  the  Philadelphia 
police,  in  league  with  federal  authorities, 
dropped  a high-powered  explosive  bomb 
on  move’s  Osage  Avenue  home,  burn- 
ing to  death  eleven  black  people,  includ- 
ing five  children,  and  leaving  an  entire 
black  neighborhood  in  smoldering  ruins. 

It  is  an  injustice  that  these  men  and 
women  have  been  incarcerated  at  all.  They 
are  innocent  survivors  of  premeditated 
police  assaults.  We  are  mindful  (hat  a com- 
mon ruse  for  denying  parole  for  those  who 
have  been  falsely  convicted  is  the  claimed 
failure  to  show  "remorse.”  Having  com- 
mitted no  crime,  the  imprisoned  MOVE 
members  have  no  reason  to  demonstrate 
any  so-called  "remorse."  We  do  not  forget 
that  Merle  Africa  died  in  prison  in  1998 
having  undergone  nearly  two  decades  of 
wrongful  imprisonment.  We  call  for  the 
immediate,  unconditional  release  of  Deb- 
bie Africa.  Janine  Africa,  Janet  Africa. 
Chuck  Africa,  Eddie  Africa.  Phil  Africa. 
Delbert  Africa  and  Mike  Africa.* 


Join  the  Campaign  to  Free  Mumia! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia”)  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  RO.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  earmarked  “Mumia''  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLQ  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia’s  lawyer  for  this  purpose. 

Organize  protest/  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia, 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization’s  newsletter 

Get  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English.  German  and  French— $.50  each,  $10 
for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
right-wing  journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying 
tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself. 
The  PDC's  other  Mumia  pamphlet,  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1).  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters 
the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia's  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"— 
$1  each.  PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— $10  DVD, 
$15  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man: 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! — $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail:  partisandefense@earthlink.net  • Web  site:  www.partisandefense.org 

RO.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10013  • (212)406-4252 
PO.  Box  802867,  Chicago,  IL  60680  • (312)563-0442 
RO.  Box  74575,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004  • (213)380-8897 
RO.  Box  77462,  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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Homeless  families  wait  on  Bronx  sidewalk  for  emergency  assignment  to 
shelter,  2007. 


Capitalism... 

( continue J from  paye  1) 

revolutionary  party  to  lead  the  proletariat 
in  the  fight  lor  working-class  rule. 

Financial  Crisis  Deepens 

The  current  financial  crisis  was  trig- 
gered by  the  collapse  of  the  market  for 
subprime  mortgages.  These  are  loans  to 
families  with  low  incomes  and.  in  some 
cases,  checkered  credit  histories  that 
would  in  the  past  have  disqualified  them 
from  home  ownership.  Bankers  and  other 
financial  operators  induced  such  families 
into  “buying"  rather  than  renting  a house 
by  offering  them  "leaser"  loans  with  low 


PART  ONE 


initial  interest,  no  down  payments  and 
deferred  repayment  on  principal.  Now 
with  rising  interest  rates  along  with 
higher  property  taxes  and  insurance  pre- 
miums. many  of  these  families,  as  well  as 
many  above  the  subprime  category,  are 
being  hit  with  monthly  payments  they 
cannot  afford.  More  than  1 .8  million  sub- 


prime  mortgages  are  scheduled  to  reset  to 
higher  interest  rates  this  year  and  next. 

Lending  scams  like  subprime  mortgages 
have  especially  targeted  black.  Latino  and 
other  minority  communities.  More  than 
half  of  all  black  borrowers  face  such  high- 
risk.  high-cost  loans.  Even  high-income 
blacks  and  Latinos  are  two  to  three  limes 
more  likely  to  have  subprime  loans  than 
comparable  non-Latino  white  borrowers. 
A study  by  the  National  Community  Rein- 
vestment Coalition  showed  that  black  and 
Latino  loan  applicants  were  half  as  likely 
as  whiles  to  even  be  told  by  brokers  what 
interest  rates  they  would  have  to  pay.  One 
study  concluded  that  "the  current  fore- 
closure crisis  can  be  considered  the  great- 
est loss  of  wealth  for  communities  and 
individuals  of  color  in  modem  US  history" 
(United  for  a Fair  Economy.  Foreclosed: 
State  of  the  Dream  2008). 

The  U.S.  “subprime  mess,"  as  the  busi- 
ness press  now  calls  it,  has  roiled  interna- 
tional financial  markets  since  last  August, 
when  nearly  the  entire  spectrum  of  credit 
markets  seized  up.  Large  firms  found  it 
almost  impossible  to  borrow  by  issuing 
corporate  bonds,  and  banks  almo.st  stopped 
lending  to  one  another.  Floyd  Norris  of 
the  New  York  Times  (10  August  2007) 
called  it  "the  2 1 st-cenlury  equivalent  of  a 
run  on  a bank." 

Indeed,  last  September's  credit  crisis 
triggered  Britain’s  first  classic  bank  run 
in  over  a century,  as  long  lines  of  frantic 
customers  of  Nbrthem  Rock  clamored  to 
withdraw  their  money,  helping  to  bring 
that  bank  to  its  knees.  Desperately  trying 
to  unfreeze  the  financial  markets,  cen- 
tral banks  in  the  U.S.  and  Europe  have 
granted  over  half  a trillion  dollars  in 
loans  to  large  banks.  In  a string  of  moves 
since  last  September,  the  U.S.  Federal 
Reserve  slashed  the  interest  rate  that 
banks  charge  one  another  for  overnight 
loans  from  5.25  percent  to  3 percent.  In 
this  way  the  government  is  seeking  to  bail 
out  those  financial  capitalists  who  bet 


the  wrong  way  on  mortgage-backed  secu- 
rities. Wall  Street  financial  journalist 
James  Grant  commented  acidly  on  the 
Fed's  policy  that  "capitalism  without 
financial  failure  is  not  capitalism  at  all, 
but  a kind  of  socialism  for  the  rich"  [New 
York  Times,  26  August  2007). 

Another  major  factor  feeding  into  the 
current  economic  crisis  is  the  sky-high 
price  of  oil  now  hovering  around  its  real 
(inflation-adjusted)  historical  peak.  What 
we  sec  here  is  the  combined  impact  of  the 
anarchy  of  the  capitalist  market  with  the 
extortionate  practices  of  capitalist  monopo- 
lies. During  the  1990s  the  price  of  oil  fell 
steadily,  reaching  a tow  point  by  the  end 
of  the  decade.  As  a consequence.  Exxon- 
Mobil and  the  other  members  of  the 
Anglo-American  oil  cartel  cut  back  in 
developing  new  oil  fields  and  expanding 
refining  capacity.  Nonetheless,  there  is 
still  a plentiful  supply  of  oil  m the  ground 
that  is  readily  extractable,  especially  in 
Saudi  Arabia,  by  far  the  world's  biggest 
producer.  But  that  oil  is  being  deliber- 
ately withheld  from  the  market  by  Exxon- 
Mobil et  al.  in  league  with  U.S.  impe- 
rialism's client,  the  Saudi  monarchy,  and 
other  member  slates  of  the  OPEC  oil  car- 
tel. At  the  same  time,  in.slability.  graphi- 
cally expressed  by  the  bloody  Iraq  occu- 
pation. has  served  to  drive  up  the  price  of 
oil.  Meanwhile,  the  downward  slide  of 
the  dollar  against  other  world  currencies 
has  helped  push  up  the  price  of  oil  (which 
is  priced  in  dollars),  in  turn  prompt- 
ing a wave  of  speculative  buying  by 
bankers  and  other  financial  operators  (AP. 
3 March).  As  a result,  working  families 
are  being  wracked  by  skyrocketing  heat- 
ing fuel  and  gasoline  prices,  even  though 
U.S.  inventories  are  relatively  high. 

It  is  now  widely  recognized  that  the  U.S. 
economy  is  tumbling  into  recession,  as 
consumers  slash  spending  and  companies, 
finding  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  borrow, 
cut  back  investment  and  lay  off  workers. 
Since  interest  rate  cuts  began  last  Septem- 
ber, the  Standard  & Poor’s  500-siock  index 
has  lost  about  9 percent  of  its  value.  An 
economic  downturn  in  the  United  Stales — 
which  despite  the  erosion  of  its  dominance 
over  the  past  several  decades  is  still  re- 
sponsible for  about  a quarter  of  the  world's 
output — would  have  devastating  impact 
internationally,  especially  in  semicolonial 
countries  like  Mexico. 

Desperate  to  head  off  a recession.  Dem- 
ocrats and  Republicans  in  Congress  voted 
to  jump-start  U.S.  consumer  spending  by 
disbursing  government  payments  totaling 
over  $100  billion.  By  proposing  to  stimu- 
late the  economy  through  subsidizing  con- 
sumption. the  bourgeoisie  implicitly  (and 
unconsciously)  endorsed  the  following 
observation  by  Karl  Marx  in  Capital  (Vol- 
ume III):  "The  ultimate  reason  for  all  real 
crises  always  remains  the  poverty  and 


restricted  consumption  of  the  masses  as 
oppo.sed  to  the  drive  of  capitalist  produc- 
tion to  develop  the  productive  forces  as 
though  only  the  absolute  consuming  power 
of  society  constituted  their  limit.” 

For  a Workers  Government  to 
Expropriate  the  Bourgeoisie! 

Democratic  presidential  hopefuls  Barack 
Obama  and  Hillary  Clinton  promise  to 
produce  a financial  windfall  by  withdraw- 
ing many  (but  not  all)  troops  from  Iraq. 
That  money,  they  say.  could  then  be  used 
to  pay  for  improved  health  care,  educa- 
tion and  other  services.  This  is  a cynical 
lie.  Imperialism  is  the  highest  stage  of 
capitalism.  The  scramble  for  markets,  natu- 
ral resources  and  sources  of  cheap  labor 
between  the  capitalist-imperialist  powers 
necessarily  produces  a drive  toward  war 
—colonial  war  as  well  as  wars  among  the 
imperialist  powers  themselves  (e.g..  World 
Wars  1 and  ID.  Despite  Obama's  early 
opposition  to  the  invasion  of  Iraq,  he  and 
Clinton  have  repeatedly  voted  to  finance 
that  murderous  occupation  to  the  tune  of 
hundreds  of  billions  of  dollars.  Both  call 
for  escalating  the  war  in  Afghanistan  and 
have  made  not-so- veiled  threats  of  a pos- 
sible military  attack  on  Iran. 

Calls  for  “Money  for  jobs  and  edu- 
cation. not  for  war"  or  tax-the-rich 
schemes  are  commonly  put  forward  by 
phony  "socialists”  like  the  Internation- 
al Socialist  Organization  and  Workers 
World  Parly.  This  only  serves  to  rein- 
force the  liberal  illusion  that  the  murder- 
ous. profit-driven  capitalist  system  can 
be  reformed  to  serve  human  needs  by 
convincing  or  pressuring  the  bourgeois 
rulers  to  reorder  their  priorities.  But  the 
bourgeoisie's  top  priority  is  to  maintain 
and  defend  the  capitalist  system,  which 
necessarily  entails  war,  racist  oppression 
and  exploitation. 

The  enormous  increase  in  the  rale  of 
exploitation  of  a generation  of  workers  is 


expressed  in  decades  of  givcback  union 
contracts,  two-tier  wage  systems  and  simi- 
lar devices  acceded  to  by  the  trade-union 
bureaucrats.  As  V.  I.  Lenin  explained  in 
Imperialism,  the  Highest  Stage  of  Capital- 
ism (1916).  the  bourgeoisie  has  cultivated 
a materially  privileged  social  .stratum — the 
labor  bureaucracy — which  while  sitting 
atop  the  mass  organizations  of  the  work- 
ing class,  serves  to  ensure  the  subordina- 
tion of  the  workers  to  the  interests  of  the 
class  enemy  of  the  proletariat.  In  the  U.S.. 
this  collaboration  with  the  capitalist  rulers 
is  exemplified  by  the  labor  bureaucrats' 
overwhelming  fealty  to  the  Democratic 
Party,  of  which  they  are  an  integral  part. 
No  less  than  the  Republicans,  the  Demo- 
crats are  a party  of  and  for  the  capital- 
ist class — the  difference  being  that  while 
the  Republicans  make  no  bones  about 
openly  trying  to  oppress  working  peo- 
ple. the  Democrats  do  the  same  while  be- 
moaning the  consequences  or  proclaiming 
themselves  "friends  of  labor.” 

The  pro-capitalist  trade-union  bureau- 
crats have  by  and  large  renounced  the 
class-struggle  methods  that  built  the  mass 
industrial  unions  in  the  1930s.  such  as 
mass  picketing,  plant  occupations  and 
secondary  labor  strikes  (refusing  to  han- 
dle struck  goods).  The  labor  tops  did 
everything  in  their  power  to  isolate  major 
recent  strikes  that,  moreover,  had  broad 
popular  support,  notably  the  2005  New 
York  City  transit  strike  and  the  super- 
market workers  strike  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia in  2003-04. 

It  is  necessary  to  forge  a new  leader- 
ship of  the  unions  based  on  the  under- 
standing that  there  are  two  decisive 
classes  in  capitalist  society,  the  proletariat 
and  the  bourgeoisie,  whose  interests  are 
irreconcilably  opposed.  Such  a leader- 
ship. fighting  for  the  unity  of  the  multi- 
racial proletariat  in  hard  class  struggle, 
would  link  those  struggles  to  defense  of 
the  social  interests  of  black  people.  Lati- 
nos and  other  oppressed  minorities.  The 
organized  workers  movement  must  de- 
mand full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immi- 
grants. documented  or  undocumented,  to 
unite  the  working  class  regardless  of 
its  origins;  must  fight  for  labor/black 
mobilizations  to  stop  the  KKK  and  other 
racist  terrorists;  must  fight  to  organize  the 
open  shop  South,  where  "right  to  work" 
laws  have  historically  been  backed  by 
Klan  terror.  Proletarian-centered  actions 
are  necessary  to  fight  against  U.S.  impe- 
rialism's military  depredations,  such  as 
the  occupation  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan, 
and  combat  the  intensified  state  repres- 
sion carried  out  in  the  name  of  the  "war 
on  terror”— a war  on  immigrants,  black 
people  and  labor  at  home  and  an  all- 
purpose pretense  for  imperialist  war  and 
plunder  internationally. 

A class-struggle  leadership  of  the 
unions  would  fight  for  a series  of  transi- 
tional demands,  which  start  from  the  cur- 
rent consciousness  of  wide  layers  of  the 
working  class  and  their  daily  struggles 
against  the  capitalists  and  lead  to  the 
program  of  proletarian  revolution.  The 
fight  to  mobilize  labor  in  struggle  for  its 
class  interests  must  include  the  fight  for 
a shorter  workweek  with  no  loss  in  pay 
in  order  to  fight  unemployment  and 
the  bosses’  union-busting  drive  for  "two- 
tier"  contracts;  for  union  defense  guards 
against  the  scabherders;  for  mass  picket- 
ing and  plant  occupations  to  win  strikes 
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1929  Stock 
market  crash. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Victory  to  UAW  American  Axle  Strike  I 


MARCH  10 — Some  3.650  United  Auto  , 
Workers  (UAW)  members  are  on  strike 
against  American  Axle  & Manufactur- 
ing Holdings  (AAM).  They  walked  out 
of  five  plants  in  Michigan  and  upstate 
New  York  on  February  26  in  a struggle 
against  massive  cuts  demanded  by  the 
auto  bosses,  The  strike  has  reverber- 
ated throughout  the  industry,  with  parts 
shortages  forcing  General  Motors  to 
idle  or  partially  shut  down  29  factories 
and  other  suppliers  to  cut  production. 

Backed  by  Detroit’s  Big  Three 
automakers  and  Wall  Street.  AAM.  a 
profitable  company  spun  off  of  GM. 
wants  to  slash  wages  and  benefits  by 
nearly  two-thirds,  including  reducing 
wages  down  to  $14  per  hour.  The  union 
battle  at  American  Axle  takes  place  as 
the  Big  Three  seek  to  buy  out  tens  of 
thousands  of  senior  workers,  which 
would  further  divide  and  weaken  the 
UAW  by  creating  a smaller,  low-wage 
workforce.  Striking  AAM  workers  are 
fighting  to  put  a halt  to  the  endless  con- 
cessions repeatedly  accepted  by  the 
UAW  tops.  Fed  up  with  givebacks.  one 
striker  at  the  Detroit  Gear  & Axle  plant 
picket  line  told  Workers  Vanguard: 
“Now  that  we  are  out,  we're  not  going 
to  back  down.” 


GM  boasts  that  its  large  inventory  of 
pickups  and  SUVs  will  allow  it  to  with- 
stand a prolonged  strike.  Against  the 
automakers’  hardball  tactics,  the  UAW 
and  the  entire  labor  movement  have  to 
revive  the  class-struggle  methods  that 
built  the  unions  in  the  first  place — from 
mass  UAW  pickets  shutting  down  pro- 
duction to  the  Teamsters  and  other 
unions  hot-cargoing  stockpiled  car  in- 
ventory! But  to  wage  such  a fight 
against  the  automakers  also  requires 
a political  struggle  against  the  pro- 
capitalist union  misleaders  who  cravenly 
abide  by  the  bosses’  rules  and  rely  on 
protectionist  appeals  to  capitalist  politi- 
cians. particularly  the  Democrats.  This 
has  led  to  the  decline  of  the  UAW  and 
the  union  movement  as  a whole. 

The  auto  bosses  smell  blood  in  no 
small  part  due  to  the  abject  capitula- 
tions of  the  UAW  tops.  Joining  the 
companies  in  railing  against  “unfair” 
competition,  union  officials  routinely 
ram  through  givebacks  with  the  He 
that  they  will  “save  American  Jobs." 
Racist,  chauvinist  protectionism  scape- 
goats foreign  workers  when  the  real 
culprits  are  the  union-busting,  profit- 
hungry  American  capitalists. 

A mere  40  miles  from  American 


Axle’s  Detroit  plant  is  a non-union 
AAM  plant  in  Oxford.  The  key  to  the 
survival  of  the  UAW  is  organizing  the 
large  and  growing  number  of  unorgan- 
ized auto  workers  in  the  U.S..  mainly 
concentrated  in  the  South.  Such  an  or- 
ganizing drive  would  require  the  union 
to  take  up  the  struggle  against  black 
oppression,  a cornerstone  of  American 


WV  Photo 

capitalism,  as  well  as  fight  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants. 
The  way  forward  is  to  forge  interna- 
tional solidarity  with  workers  abroad 
and  unity  of  the  multiracial  working 
class  at  home,  alongside  the  struggle  to 
replace  the  current  labor  misleaders 
with  a class-struggle  leadership.  Vic- 
tory to  the  UAW  strike! 


instead  of  bowing  to  the  bosses’  laws. 

To  forge  such  a leadership  requires 
a political  fight  within  the  labor  move- 
ment to  sweep  away  all  wings  of  the  pre- 
capitalist labor  bureaucracy.  This  Is  inte- 
grally linked  to  the  fight  for  a workers 
party — like  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolshe- 
vik Party  that  led  the  Russian  Revolution 
of  1917 — to  provide  revolutionary  lead- 


ership to  the  struggles  of  the  workers  in 
the  fight  for  socialist  revolution  and  the 
building  of  a workers  state  where  those 
who  labor  rule. 

The  Clinton  Era  Economy  and 
Its  Liberal  Apologists 

Obama,  Clinton  and  the  trade-union 
bureaucrats  portray  the  years  of  the  Bill 
Clinton  presidency  as  a golden  age  of 
successful  economic  stewardship.  Paul 
Krugman,  probably  the  country’s  most 
widely  read  liberal  economist,  painted  a 
glowing  picture  of  the  U.S.  economy  in 
the  late  1990s:  “The  economy  was  boom- 
ing. jobs  were  plentiful,  and  millions  of 
people  were  getting  rich.  Budget  deficits 
had  given  way  to  record  surpluses....  The 
future  seemed  almost  incredibly  bright” 
(preface  to  The  Great  Unraveling:  Losing 
Our  Wm-  in  the  New  Century  (2(X)3)). 

It  didn’t  look  that  bright  to  those  less 
favored.  During  the  1990s  the  U.S.  con- 
tinued to  experience  at  an  accelerated 
pace  ever-widening  economic  and  social 
inequalities.  In  1991  under  Bush  1.  the 
average  corporate  CEO  (chief  executive 
officer)  made  113  times  more  than  the 
average  worker.  In  2001.  when  Clinton 
turned  over  the  White  House  to  Bush  II. 
corporate  CEOs  were  making  449  times 
more  than  the  average  worker! 

Liberal  publicists  for  the  Democrats  can 


argue  that  real  wages  for  most  people  did 
increase  during  the  boom  years  of  the  late 
1990s.  But  that  was  nowhere  near  enough 
to  reverse  the  long-term  immiseraiion  of 
the  American  working  class.  In  2000.  after 
nine  years  of  an  economic  expansion,  the 
real  average  annual  income  of  workers  in 
their  twenties  with  a high  school-only  edu- 
cation was  16  percent  less  than  what  their 


Bill  Clinton  signing 
1996  bill  to  “end 
welfare  as  we 
know  it,”  consigning 
millions  of  poor  and 
black  people, 
especially  women, 
to  the  scrap  heap. 

In  The  Audacity  of 
Hope,  Obama 
declared  that 
Clinton  was  “right 
about  welfare.” 


parents  had  earned  three  decades  before. 

Underlying  the  fiscal  turnaround  of  the 
late  1990s  (which  turned  out  to  be  short- 
lived) was  a world-historic  defeat  for 
the  international  proletariat — the  counter- 
revolutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  East  and  Central  European 
workers  states.  In  1991-92,  the  Soviet 
Union,  which  had  been  politically  under- 
mined for  decades  by  Stalinist  bureau- 
cratic rule,  succumbed  to  the  pressures 
of  world  imperialism,  triggering  a cat- 
astrophic economic  collapse  and  corre- 
sponding social  degradation  in  the  for- 
mer Soviet  bloc  that  is  historically 
unprecedented  in  any  advanced  industrial 
society.  From  1989  to  1994.  male  life 
expectancy  in  Russia  dropped  by  over  six 
years  to  57.6.  and  from  1991  to  2001. 
deaths  exceeded  births  by  nearly  seven 
million. 

^ Triumphantly  proclaiming  the  “death 
of  communism."  the  men  who  run  Wall 
Street  and  the  Fortune  500  corporations 
now  believe  they  can  do  anything  to 
the  workers,  the  poor,  the  elderly,  the 
black  and  Latino  communities  without 
the  slightest  danger  of  serious  social  tur- 
moil. not  to  speak  of  revolution.  As  mas- 
ters of  the  “world’s  only  superpower.”  the 
U.S.  ruling  class  was  able  during  the 
1990s  to  reduce  the  country's  military 
expenditure  while  still  maintaining  abso- 


lute superiority  in  armed  force  on  the 
global  level.  The  share  of  military  spend- 
ing in  the  U.S.  gross  domestic  product 
declined  from  close  to  5 percent  in  1992 
to  3 percent  in  2000.  Nonetheless,  in  that 
latter  year  the  Pentagon  budget  of  $300 
billion  was  greater  than  the  combined 
total  military  spending  of  all  other  mem- 
bers of  NATO  as  well  as  Russia  and  all 


countries  in  the  Near  East. 

There  was.  however,  no  "peace  divi- 
dend” for  American  working  people. 
Quite  the  contrary.  The  budget  surpluses 
of  the  latter  Clinton  years  were  achieved 
in  part  by  substantially  reducing  domestic 
social  programs,  e.specially  those  benefit- 
ing the  poorest  sections  of  the  populace. 
Between  1992  and  2000.  as  Clinton  did 
away  with  "welfare  as  we  know  it.”  the 
share  of  federal  government  spending 
for  programs  labeled  “income  security” 
(unemployment  insurance,  welfare,  food 
stamps  and  other  poverty  programs) 
declined  from  over  3 percent  to  2.6  per- 
cent of  the  country’s  gross  domestic  prod- 
uct. Also  reduced  was  federal  govern- 


ment spending  (as  a proportion  of  total 
national  output)  for  education,  transpor- 
tation. scientific  research  and  environ- 
mental protection. 

Why  were  the  Clintonite  New  Demo- 
crats able  to  reduce  a wide  range  of  social 
programs  beneficial  to  working  people? 
A key  was  the  steady  decline  in  the 
strength  of  the  organized  labor  movement 
over  the  previous  decade  and  a half, 
beginning  under  the  previous  Democratic 
administration  of  Jimmy  Carter  in  the  late 
1970s.  As  the  sharp  world  economic 
downturn  of  1974-75  revealed  the  weak- 
ened position  of  American  capitalism  vis- 
a-vis  its  West  European  and  Japanese 
rivals,  the  U.S.  ruling  class  moved  to 
restore  profitability  by  intensifying  the 
rate  of  exploitation.  Corporate  managers 
demanded  and  got  from  the  servile,  pre- 
capitalist AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  give- 
back  contracts  and  two-tier  wage  systems 
with  lower  pay  scales  for  newly  hired 
younger  workers.  The  smashing  of  the 
PATCO  air  traffic  controllers  union  in 
1981 — conceived  by  Democrat  Jimmy 
Carter  and  implemented  by  Ronald  Rea- 
gan— was  the  model  of  what  the  bour- 
geoisie had  in  store  for  the  labor  move- 
ment. In  turn,  the  supine  surrender  of 
the  labor  tops  to  Reagan's  busting  of 
PATCO  was  a badge  of  infamy  that 
became  a model  for  the  union  tops’ 
response  to  the  capitalists’  drive  to  gut  the 
labor  movement. 

During  the  16  years  between  the  in- 
augurations of  Carter  and  Bill  Clinton,  the 
unionization  of  the  labor  force  declined 
from  26  to  18  percent.  It  now  stands  at  12 
percent,  and  at  only  7.5  percent  in  the 
private  sector.  Responsibility  for  the  de- 
unionization  of  the  American  working 
class  lies  with  the  defeatist  and  treacher- 
ous policies  of  the  labor  bureaucracy,  aptly 
continued  on  page  W 
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Francisco  Olvera 


January  31:  Workers  and  peasants  demonstrate  in  downtown  Mexico  City 
against  NAFTA  “free  trade”  agreement. 


Capitalism... 

(continut’J  from  page 

described  by  Ihe  ecirly  20(h*century  Amer- 
ican socialist  Daniel  Dc  Leon  as  the 
"labor  lieutenants  of  the  capitalist  class," 

Against  Chauvinist 
Protectionism! 

For  International  Labor 
Solidarity! 

The  economic  slowdown  in  the  U.S.  has 
been  accompanied  by  increasing  calls  for 
chauvinist  protectionism  that  are  pushed 
by  both  Democratic  politicians  and  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy.  In  pushing  trade 
protectionfsm  against  China,  the  labor 
lops  combine  anti-Communism  with  flag- 
waving  national  chauvinism.  During  the 
Cold  War  era.  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy 
was  among  the  most  rabid  supporters  of 
American  imperialism  against  the  Soviet 
Union.  Today,  these  labor  misleaders  are 
directing  their  virulent  hostility  toward  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China  in  the  name  of 
"workers’  rights.” 


UAW 


During  1937  Flint  sit-down  strikes, 
UAW  workers  occupied  GM  plants. 
Such  class-struggle  methods  are 
needed  to  revitalize  the  unions. 

China  is  not  a capitalist  but  a workers 
state,  albeit  one  that  was  bureaucratically 
deformed  from  its  inception.  The  fact  that 
capitalist  rule  was  overthrown  in  China 
by  the  1949  Revolution,  leading  to  the 
building  of  a collectivized  economy,  rep- 
resents a historic  gain  for  the  working 
class  internationally.  Despite  inroads  of 
"market  reforms,”  the  core  of  China’s 
economy  remains  collectivized,  including 
in  the  state  ownership  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem. While  the  U.S.  is  moving  into  a 
recession  amid  fears  that  this  will  drag 
down  the  rest  of  the  capitalist  world. 
China  has  maintained  a high  level  of  eco- 


nomic growth — 1 1 percent  last  year. 

• \i  the  same  time,  a deepgoing  and 
prolonged  downturn  in  Ihe  U.S..  especially 
il  .iccompamed  by  trade-protectionist 
measures,  would  have  a negative  impact  on 
China’s  economy.  But  unlike  scmicolomal 
capitalist  countries  like  Mexico.  China  has 
the  capacity  to  counteract  a steep  decline 
in  export  earnings  by  rechanneling  in- 
vestment for  domestic  purpo.ses.  Address- 
ing this  question,  the  London  Eeonomist 
(5  January ) pointed  out:  “China’s  economy 
is  driven  not  by  exports  but  by  investment, 
whicli  accounts  for  over  40%  of  GDP 
(gross  domestic  product].”  The  Evonomist 
cites  a study  by  Dragonomics.  a Beijing- 
based  research  firm,  indicating  that  only  7 
percent  of  total  investment  is  directly  tied 
to  export  production. 

The  aim  of  the  U.S.  and  other  imperi- 
alists is  to  destroy  the  Chinese  workers 
slate  and  restore  bourgeois  rule  in  order  to 
turn  the  Chinese  mainland  into  one  gigan- 
tic sweatshop  for  the  generation  of  capi- 
talist profits.  The  international  working 
class  must  stand  for  the  unconditional 
military  defense  of  China  against  impe- 
rialist attack  from  without  and  counter- 
revolution from  within.  At  the  same  time, 
we  call  for  proletarian  political  revolution 
to  oust  the  parasitic  and  nationalist  Sta- 
linist bureaucrats  and  to  establish  a re- 
gime based  on  workers  democracy  and 
revolutionary  internationalism. 

Chauvinist  protectionism — this  lime 
mainly  directed  against  Mexico — was 
front  and  center  in  Ihe  Democratic  pri- 
mary campaign  in  Ohio,  where  both  Hil- 
lary Clinton  and  Barack  Obama  railed 
against  NAFTA  (North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement)  and  promised  to  rene- 
gotiate its  terms  with  Canada  and  Mex- 
ico. Part  of  the  Midwest  “rust  belt.”  Ohio 
has  experienced  a decades-long  decline 
in  manufacturing  employment;  2()().00() 
jobs  were  lost  in  the  last  seven  years 
alone.  In  their  present-day  nationalist  op- 
position to  NAFTA.  Hillary  Clinton  (who 
earlier  supported  her  husband’s  signing  of 
NAFTA)  and  Barack  Obama  portray  the 
U.S..  the  world’s  most  powerful  imperi- 
alist stale,  as  the  victim  of  this  agreement, 
rather  than  semicolonial  Mexico. 

For  their  part,  the  misleaders  of  the 
AFL-CIO  and  Change  to  Win  trade-union 
federations  blame  workers  in  other  coun- 
tries for  "stealing"  U.S.  Jobs  and  argue 
that  by  "protecting”  American  industry 
from  foreign  competition,  American  work- 
ers will  benefit  and  the  outflow  of  jobs, 
from  the  U.S.  will  be  Mopped.  This  is  a 
lie.  The  capitalists  will  do  what  they  need 
to  do  in  order  to  increase  their  profit 
margins — by  intensifying  exploitation  of 
workers  at  home  and/or  by  exporting  their 
capital. 'thus  moving  jobs  to  countries 
where  labor  costs  are  cheaper.  In  opposi- 
tion to  protectionism,  the  labor  movement 
must  fight  for  international  labor  solidar- 
ity. linking  the  economic  and  other  strug- 
gles of  workers  in  the  U.S.  with  those  of 
workers  around  the  world,  particularly  in 


such  Third  World  countries  as  Mexico. 
What  is  ultimately  necessary  is  the  sweep- 
ing away  of  the  global  capitalist  order 
through  a series  of  socialist  revolutions 
that  establish  an  internaiional  planned 
economy. 

Protectionism  is  deadly  poison  for 
workers  in  the  U.S..  not  least  because  it  is 
based  on  the  lie  that  their  enemies  are  the 
workers  of  other  countries  while  serving 
to  conceal  the  fact  that  il  is  the  capital- 
ists and  their  system  that  are  responsible 
for  the  destitution  of  the  working  class. 
When  NAFTA  was  being  negotiated  in 
1991  under  the  Republican  presidency 
of  George  Bush  1.  the  Grupo  Esparta- 
quista  de  Mexico,  the  Spartacist  League/ 
U.S.  and  the  Trotskyist  League  of  Can- 
ada— sections  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League — issued  a joint  statement. 
“Stop  U.S.  ‘Free  Trade’  Rape  of  Mex- 
ico.” explaining  that  "Yankee  imperial- 
ism wants  to  turn  Mexico  into  a giant 
maquiladora,  or  free  trade  zone — ‘free’ 
of  unions,  and  ‘free’  for  capital."  At  the 
same  time,  we  pointed  out  that  the  "main 
opposition  to  the  trade  pact  has  come 
from  the  openly  racist  and  protection- 
ist AFL-CIO  bureaucracy,  which  treach- 
erously sets  U.S.  workers  against  their 
Mexican  and  Canadian  class  brothers  and 
sisters"  (WV  No.  530,  5 July  1991). 

A few  years  later,  NAFTA  was  imple- 
mented by  Bush's  Democratic  successor. 
Bill  Clinton  Indeed,  this  "free  trade"  pact 
was  a centerpiece  of  his  international 
economic  policies.  Since  then  the  effects 
of  NAFTA  have  been,  as  we  warned,  dis- 
astrous for  the  workers,  peasants  and 
urban  poor  of  Mexico.  Given  the  back- 
wardness of  Mexican  agriculture  and  the 
inability  of  the  peasants  to  compete  with 
U.S.  agribusiness,  NAFTA  has  caused  mil- 
lions of  peasants  to  be  condemned  to  mis- 
ery. while  millions  more  try  to  survive  by 
emigrating  to  the  U.S.  or  to  the  big  cities 
of  Mexico,  where  they  join  the  huge  army 
that  makes  up  the  “informal  economy.” 

Labor  should  be  mobilized  in  opposi- 
tion to  NAFTA — but  not  on  the  basis  of 
the  "stars  and  stripes"  chauvinism  and 
racist  job-trusting  protectionism  exempli- 
fied by  the  Teamster  bureaucracy's  years- 
long  campaign  against  Mexican  truckers 
using  U.S.  highways.  We  oppose  NAFTA 
as  a "free  trade”  rape  of  Mexico  under 
which  the  U.S.  rulers  are  increasing  their 
profits  and  power  through  the  superex- 
ploitation  of  Mexican  workers  while  also 
bringing  about  the  economic  ruination  of 
Mexican  peasants. 

Labor  Must  Fight  for 
Immigrant  Rights! 

Over  the  last  several  years,  the  bour- 
geois rulers  have  intensified  their  drive 
against  immigrants;  deportations  have 
been  on  the  rise  while  agents  of  th? 
Bureau  of  Immigration  and  Customs 
Enforcement  (I.C.E.)  have  carried  out 
brutal  anti-immigrant  raids  at  homes  and 
workplaces.  Last  year’s  Republican  de- 
bates saw  the  candidates  competing  with 
each  other  over  who  could  be  the  most 
racist  and  anti-immigrant  bigot.  As  for 
the  Democrats,  both  Obama  and  Clinton 
voted  in  May  2006  for  the  Senate’s 
"Comprehensive  Immigration  Reform 


Act."  which  would  have  .set  up  a “guest 
worker”  program,  the  modem  equivalent 
of  indentured  servitude,  lying  immigrants’ 
visas  to  their  employers  and  depriving 
them  of  any  rights.  Obama  and  Clinton 
also  voted  in  September  2006  for  the 
"Secure  Fence  Act"  mandating  the  con- 
struction of  a 700-mile  wall  along  the 
U.S. /Mexico  border. 

For  their  part,  the  labor  bureaucrats 
have  not  waged  any  real  struggle  against 
the  anti-immigrant  drive.  As  the  SL/U.S. 
and  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico 
declared  in  a joint  statement  printed  in 
VVV  No.  867  (31  March  2006): 

"Instead  of  mobilizing  union  power  in 
defense  of  immigrants,  the  union  tops 
embrace  one  or  another  of  the  capi- 
talists' anti-immigrant  'reforms.'  particu- 
larly tavonng  their  .so-called  'friends’ 
in  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party.  This 
policy  of  cla.vs  collaboration,  sacrificing 
labor's  interests  on  the  altar  of  capitalist 
profitability,  flows  from  the  labor  bureauc- 
racy's support  for  the  capitalist  system  and 
its  identification  with  the  'national  inter- 
ests' of  U.S.  imperialism.  This  program 
has  led  to  defeat  after  defeat,  leaving  the 
U.S.  labor  movement  weaker  today  than  at 
any  lime  since  the  early  1900s." 


AP 


Undated  photo  of  anti-China  UAW 
protesters  in  Washington.  D.C.  Anti- 
Communist  protectionism  is  poison 
for  U.S.  workers. 

Change  to  Win.  which  includes  the 
Teamsters,  as  well  as  the  SEIU  service 
workers  and  other  heavily  immigrant 
unions,  has  pushed  immigration  "reform” 
bills  with  provisions  to  expand  so-called 
"guest  worker"  programs  While  the 
Change  to  Win  leaders’  rivals  in  the 
AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  oppose  expand- 
ing "guest  worker"  programs,  they  do  not 
fight  for  citizenship  rights  for  immigrants 
or  even  condemn  plans  to  further  militar- 
ize the  border. 

It  is  in  the  vital  interest  of  the  U.S. 
labor  movement  to  mobilize  in  defense  ol 
immigrants,  who  form  a key  and  vibrant 
component  of  the  U.S.  working  class  and 
a living  bridge  to  the  struggles  of  work- 
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ing  people  in  Mexico  and  elsewhere.  One 
key  labor  baltle  is  the  years-long  effort 
by  the  United  Food  and  Commercial 
Workers  to  organue  the  Smithlield  pork 
processing  plant — the  largest  such  plant 
in  the  world — in  Tar  Heel.  North  Caro- 
lina. Smithfield  management  has  repeat- 
edly collaborated  with  I.C.E,  to  target 
militant  immigrant  workers,  who  along 
with  black  workers  make  up  the  bulk  of 
the  workforce  (see  ‘‘Snuthfield  Plant; 
Smash  Anti-Union  RICO  Suit!".  WVNo. 
909.  29  February). 

The  labor  movement  must  mobilize  to 
organize  immigrant  workers  into  the 
unions  and  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights 
for  all  immigrants.  It  is  particularly  im- 
pbrtant  to  combat  anii-inwnigrant  chau- 
vinism in  the  working  class,  while  the 
immigrant-derived  proletariat  and  all 
workers  must  grasp  that  anti-black  racism 
remains  the  touchstone  of  social  reaction 
in  this  country. 

Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Barack  Obama,  son  of  a Kenyan  father 
and  a white  American  mother,  is  the  first 
black  candidate  who  could  actually  be 
elected  president.  Obama  appears  to  be 
perfectly  well  qualified  to  be  the  chief 
executive  of  U.S,  imperialism,  including 
by  refurbishing  its  credentials  on  the 
world  arena.  A central  theme  of  his  cam- 
paign is  that  he  stands  for  a “color-blind" 
America.  Contrary  to  the  myth  promoted 
by  Obama  and  other  liberals,  black 
oppression  continues  to  be  the  central 
defining  feature  of  U.S.  society.  A year 
after  Obama  gave  his  2004  Democratic 
National  Convention  speech,  which  pro- 
pelled him  to  national  fame,  the  horror  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  would  expose  (again) 
Obama’s  "end  of  racism"  lie  for  what  it  i.s. 
In  response  to  this  glaring  racist  atrocity. 
Obama  declared  that  "the  incompetence 
was  color-blind."  As  we  wrote  in  "The 
Obama  Campaign  and  the  ‘End  of  Racism’ 
Myth"  (lyv  No.  906.  18  January); 

"The  daily  reality  of  racist  oppression 
carTbc  measured  in  astronomical  unem- 
ployment rates  for  blacks  and  decrepit 
ghetto  housing;  rampant  police  terror 
and  the  consignmeni  of  nearly  one  mil- 
lion black  men  and  women  to  America’s 
hellhole  prisons,  mainly  due  to  the  'war 
on  drugs’;  pnson-like  inner-city  schools 
and  the  purge  of  black  youth  from  higher 
education.  Obama  looks  upon  all  this 
and  claims,  as  he  did  in  his  speech  m 
Selma  last  year,  that  the  civil  rights 


Teachers... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

burning  against  colonial  injustices,  most 
Puerto  Ricans  presently  do  not  support 
independence  from  the  U.S..  which 
would  deprive  them  of  the  legal  right  to 
live  and  work  in  the  U.S..  as  about  half 
the  Puerto  Rican  population  does,  with- 
out la  migra  storming  into  their  homes 
or  workplaces  to  arrest  and  deport  them. 

A.s  revolutionary  internationalists,  we 
oppose  every  form  of  U.S.  imperialist 
oppression.  We  are  for  the  right  of  self- 
determination  for  Puerto  Rico  and  demand 
all  U.S.  troops  and  federal  agents  out  of 
Puerto  Rico.  We  fight  for  the  revolution- 
ary unity  of  the  working  masses  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  mainland  in  the  struggle 
against  racist  colonial  oppression  and 
capitalist  exploitation.  In  the  imperialist 
metropolis  we  fight  to  break  the  working 
class  from  the  pro-imperialist  chauvin- 
ism purveyed  by  the  labor  misleaders.  In 
the  colonies  and  neocolonies  we  simi- 
larly fight  to  break  the  hold  of  national- 
ist false  consciousness.  The  idea  of  a 
peaceful  union  of  equal  nations  under 
imperialism  is  illusory;  under  capitalism, 
the  division  of  nations  into  oppressing 
and  oppressed  i.s  both  fundamental  and 
inevitable.  Thus  the  struggle  for  genuine 
equality  of  nations  poses  the  overthrow 
of  the  capitalist  system  in  both  the  U.S 
and  Puerto  Rico. 

Our  position  on  the  right  of  independ- 
ence for  Puerto  Rico  stands  in  contrast 
to  that  of  the  Internationalist  Group 
(IG).  founded  by  a small  group  of  former 
Spartacist  League  members,  which  calls 


movement  brought  America  '90  percent 
of  the  way'  loward  racial  equality!" 

Liberal  publicists  point  with  approval 
to  a reduction  in  the  official  government 
poverty  rate  under  the  Clinton  presidency 
from  almost  I4percentin  1992  to  slightly 
over  1 1 percent  in  2000.  However,  this 
statistic  masks  the  fact  that  the  economic 
condition  of  the  large  majority  of  those  at 


fell  within  the  bottom  10  percent  of  the 
national  income  distribution.  During  the 
1991-2000  period.  percent  of  black 
families  fell  into  that  category! 

Deepening  the  devastation  of  the  coun- 
try’s ghettos.  Clinton  greatly  increa.sed 
the  incarceration  rale  of  black  people  and 
other  minorities,  surpassing  the  rate  dur- 
ing Ronald  Reagan’s  terms.  Especially  us 
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the  rock  bottom  of  American  society — 
numbering  in  the  tens  of  millions — actu- 
ally worsened  during  this  period.  Indeed, 
the  average  poor  person  fell  farther  below 
the  poverty  line  in  1 999  than  in  any  year 
since  1 979.  the  first  year  for  which  such 
data  are  available. 

The  main  reason  was  the  elimination 
in  1 996  by  the  Clinton  administration, 
with  bipartisan  Congressional  support, 
of  the  principal  federal  welfare  pro- 
gram, Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children.  Obama  has  retrospectively 
embraced  that  policy,  writing  in  his  2006 
book.  The  Audacity  of  Hope,  that  “we 
should  also  acknowledge  that  conser- 
vatives— and  Bill  Clinton — were  right 
about  welfare."  The  result  was  that  mil- 
lions of  single  mothers,  disproportion- 
ately black  and  Latino,  were  condemned 
to  even  greater  destitution  than  before. 
In  the  period  1964-1973.  24  percent  of 
black  families  were  so  poor  that  they 


a result  of  the  racist  "war  on  drugs"  (a 
war  on  the  ghettos  and  barrios),  when 
Clinton  left  office  in  January  2001  almost 
one  in  ten  black  men  between  the  ages  of 
25  and  29  was  in  prison.  Today,  over 
900.000  black  men  and  women,  including 
one  out  of  every  eight  black  men  between 
the  ages  of  25  and  29,  are  in  prison. 

Once  supplying  a “reserve  army  of 
labor"  to  be  employed  when  the  bosses 
needed  them,  the  ghetto  poor  have  been 
largely  discarded  by  a ruling  class  that  no 
longer  needs  their  labor  power  But  black 
workers  remain  a significant  component 
of  organized  labor,  integrated  into  stra- 
tegic sections  of  the  proletariat,  in  whose 
hands  lies  the  power  to  break  the  chains 
of  capitalist  exploitation  and  racial  op- 
pression. Black  workers  today  are  still 
about  30  percent  more  likely  than  the  rest 
of  the  workforce  to  be  in  a union.  They 
also  make  up  a large  percentage  of  union- 
ized blue  collar  workers  in  the  public  sec- 


for "unconditional  independence."  Self- 
determination  is  a democratic  right:  to 
impose  a separate  state  on  a people  "un- 
conditionally’’ is  not  self-determination. 
The  sympathies  of  the  population  are  a 
large  factor  for  Marxists  in  determining 
how  to  gel  the  national  question  off  the 
agenda  and  clear  the  road  for  revolutionary 
internationalist  class  struggle.  The  centrist 
IG’s  position,  in  contrast,  is  in  the  service 
of  ingratiating  themselves  with  the  petty- 
bourgeois  nationalists  in.Puerto  Rico  (see 
"For  the  Right  of  Independence  for  Puerto 
Rico!”  WV  No.  704,  8 January  1999). 

The  independeniislas'  program  of 
unity  of  all  Puerto  Ricans,  including  their 
"own"  bourgeoisie,  at  the  expense  of 
working-class  unity  inside  Puerto  Rico 
and  internationally,  means  betrayal  of  the 
working  class.  A clear  example  is  the 
Movimiento  Independentisia  National 
Hostosiano  (MINH).  While  the  MINH 
came  over  to  supporting  the  strike  after 
it  began,  in  the  lead-up  to  the  strike 
the  MINH  national  leadership  lined  up 
behind  the  bosses,  condemning  the  call 
for  a strike.  MINH  leader  Julio  A.  Muri- 
ente  Pdrez  slated  in  an  undated  Claridad 
Web  posting;  "We  do  not  agree  with  the 
characterization  made  by  the  FMPR's 
leadership  that  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation is  a class  enemy  of  the  teach- 
ers. even  if  it  is  a governmental  agency"! 
Logically  for  these  nationalists,  all  Puerto 
Ricans  are  “friends"  even  when  they 
arc  agents  of  the  capitalist  government. 
Thus,  for  them,  there  are  no  Puerto  Rican 
class  enemies  of  the  toiling  masses. 

The  SPM/AMPR  tops  alibi  their  anti- 
strike  treachery  by  pointing  to  Law  45. 
which  nominally  recognizes  union  repre- 


sentation for  public  employees  while 
prohibiting,  by  law.  the  one  real  weapon 
that  workers,  have — the  right  to  withhold 
their  labor  power  through  strike  action. 
In  much  the  same  way.  the  labor  offi- 
cialdom of  New  York  City — not  least 
UFT  head  Randi  Weingarten  and  SEIU 
honcho  Dennis  Rivera — let  the  TWU 
transit  workers  union  fight  alone  in  their 
2005  strike.  They  aided  and  abetted 
the  capitalist  politicians  and  the  MTA 
plantation-overseer-like  bo.sses  of  the 
multiracial  transit  union  by  refusing  to 
support  the  TWU’s  "illegal”  strike  under 
the  slave-labor  Taylor  Law.  Far  from 
embracing  city  labor’s  best  shot  at  turn- 
ing this  law  into  a scrap  of  paper  through 
solidarity  action  with  the  powerful  tran- 
sit union’s  strike,  the  New  York  labor 
tops  found  the  Taylor  Law  a convenient 
excu.se  for  their  own  miserable  avoidance 
of  militant  class  struggle  on  behalf  of 
their  members. 

Supporting  class  struggle  is  anathema 
to  the  U.S.  labor  tops,  who  preach  the  lie 
that  support  to  the  capitalist  Democratic 
Party  is  in  the  interests  of  the  working 
people.  We  oppose  capitalist  parties  and 
politicians  (Republican.  Democratic  and 
Green  alike)  on  principle  and  fight  to 
build  a revolutionary  workers  party  to 
overthrow  capitalism  through  socialist  rev- 
olution. as  the  Bolsheviks  in  Russia  did  in 
1917.  While  the  union  bureaucrats  pour 
millions  into  the  coffers  of  Hillary  Clin- 
ton and  Barack  Obama,  we  fight  to  break 
workers  from  illusions  in  the  Democrats. 

The  FMPR  leaders  who  led  the  strike  in 
defiance  of  Law  45  do  not  call  for  smash- 
ing it  but  rather  are  working  to  amend 
it  through  "legislative  channels"  to  elimi- 


tor. such  as  transit  workers.  Won  to  a 
revolutionary  program,  black  workers 
will  be  the  living  link  fusing  the  anger  of 
the  dispitssessed  ghetto  masses  with  the 
social  power  of  the  multiracial  prole- 
tariat. and  will  play  a vanguard  role  in  the 
fight  for  a socialist  America. 

The  forciye  subjugation  and  segrega- 
tion of  much  of  the  black  population  at 
the  bottom  of  this  society  is  an  essential 
foundation  stone  of  American  capitalism. 
At  the  same  lime,  the  capitalist  rulers 
have  fomented  racial  hatred  and  made 
the  color  bar  a key  dividing  line  in  this 
country  in  order  to  obscure  the  irrecon- 
cilable class  divide  between  labor  and 
capital.  The  road  to  black  freedom  lies 
in  the  struggle  to  shatter  this  racist  capi- 
talist system  through  proletarian  social- 
ist revolution,  and  the  power  to  do  that 
lies  with  the  multiracial  working  class. 
But  this  power  cannot  and  will  not  be 
realized  unless  a class-struggle  labor 
movement  actively  champions  the  cause 
of  black  liberation  and  is  mobilized  in 
defense  of  the  rights  of  immigrants  and 
all  the  oppressed. 

Against  both  the  liberal-reformist  and 
black  separatist  respon,ses  to  black  op- 
pression. we  base  our  struggle  for  black 
liberation  on  the  program  of  revolution- 
ary integrationism.  While  combatting 
every  manifestation  of  racist  oppression, 
fighting  in  particular  to  mobilize  the 
social  power  of  the  multiracial  labor 
movement,  we  underline  that  full  equality 
for  the  black  masses  requires  'that  the 
working  class  rip  the  economy  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  racist  capitalist  rulers 
and  reorganize  it  on  a socialist  basis. 
Only  then  will  it  be  possible  to  eliminate 
the  material  roots  of  black  oppression 
through  the  full  integration  of  black  peo- 
ple into  an  egalitarian  socialist  society 
based  on  a collectivized  economy  with 
quality  jobs,  housing,  health  care  and 
education  for  all. 

The  success  or  failure  of  the  multi- 
racial working  class  to  achieve  vic- 
tory depends  upon  the  organization  and 
consciousness  of  the  masses,  i.e.,  on  rev- 
olutionary leadership.  It  is  vitally  neces- 
sary to  forge  an  international  Leninist- 
Trotskyisi  vanguard  party,  the  essential 
instrument  to  lead  the  multiracfhl  work- 
ing class  to  power,  to  expropriate  the 
capitalist  class  and  set  up  a collectivized 
planned  economy. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED) 


nate  the  no-strike  clause.  The  FMPR 
leadership  has  not.  in  fact,  called  for 
what  is  necessary;  the  repeal  of  Law  45. 
Union  recognition  has  never  been  granted 
through  the  benevolence  of  capitalist  gov- 
ernments and  their  laws — it  has  been  won 
through  hard  class  battles,  more  often 
than  not  in  open  defiance  of  anti-labor 
laws.  Oppose  the  class  treason  of  the 
American  labor  bureaucracy!  Defend  the 
FMPR  teachers  union!* 
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Defend  FMPR  Teachers  Union! 


MARCH  1 1 — The  Federaci6n  de  Maes- 
tros de  Puerto  Rico  (FMPR).  representing 
some  42.000  teachers,  waged  a coura- 
geous nationwide  strike  from  February  2 1 
to  March  5.  After  working  without  a 
contract  for  more  than  two  years,  the 
teachers  struck  against  a union-busting 
.school  privatization  plan  and  against 
wages  that  are  less  than  half  the  average 
salary  of  U.S.  mainland  teachers,  who  are 
themselves  miserably  underpaid.  Teachers 
and  students  m Puerto  Rico  endure  over- 
crowded classes,  crumbling  buildings, 
outdated  textbooks  or  no  books  at  all  and 
school  bathrooms  without  toilet  paper. 
The  strikers’  demands  for  improvement 
of  these  intolerable  conditions  were  met 
with  the  U.S.  imperialists’  racist  con- 
tempt for  the  schoolchildren  in  Amer- 
ica’s Puerto  Rican  colony,  which  mirrors 
the  contempt  the  rulers  show  for  poor, 
working-class  and  especially  black  and 
Latino  children  “at  home." 

At  the  peak  of  the  strike,  the  union 
effectively  shut  down  80T3ercent  of  the 
schools  across  the  island.  Over  8.000 
union  members,  a reported  80  percent  of 
whom  were  women,  mobilized  on  the 
picket  lines,  along  with  many  supporters, 
including  a contingent  of  union  truck 
drivers  at  one  school.  Students  conducted 
a one-day  strike  at  the  University  of 
Puerto  Rico  in  solidarity  with  the  striking 
teachers.  Indeed,  the  strike  had  broad 
support  from  the  population:  on  its  third 
ddy.  84  percent  of  elementary  and  high 
school  students  were  absent  from  school. 
In  response,  the  government  threatened  to 
fail  students  for  the  year  unless  they 
crossed  the  picket  lines. 

In  defiance  of  the  slave-labor  Law  45. 
which  forbids  waging  or  even  "promot- 
ing” strike  action  by  public  workers,  the 
union  had  to  go  up  against  the  govern- 
ment, its  courts,  and  scabherding  police 
who  busted  open  the  head  of  one  picketer 
on  the  first  day  and  brutally  assaulted 
many  others.  At  least  30  people  were 
arrested  in  the  strike,  and  charges  are 
pending  against  four.  We  demand;  Drop 
all  the  charges  now! 

The  Spartacist  League/U.S.  called  upon 
all  workers,  especially  in  the  belly  of 
the  U.S.  imperialist  beast,  to  support  the 
FMPR  strike  and  to  oppose  the  govern- 
ment’s union-busting  campaign.  As  we 
wrote  in  "Defend  Puerto  Rican  Teachers 
Strike!”  (WV  No.  909,  29  February): 
"Puerto  Rico  is  a colony  of  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. and  it  is  ultimately  Washington 
that  holds  the  whip  hand  over  the  Puerto 
Rican  masses.  It  i.s  crucial  for  the  U.S. 
proletariat  to  defend  the  .struggles  of 
our  class  brothers  and  sisters  in  Puerto 
Rico,  and  stand  for  Puerto  Rico’s  right  to 
independence.” 

Scandalously,  in  the  face  of  such 
struggle,  the  bureaucrats  of  the  Service 
Employees  International  Union  (SEIU, 
affiliated  with  the  Change  to  Win  federa- 
tion) and  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers  (AFT.  affiliated  with  the  AFL- 
CIO)  did  everything  in  their  power  to 
knife  the  FMPR  union.  The  SEIU  is  rep- 
resented by  their  Puerto  Rican  affiliate, 
the  Sindicato  Puertorriqueno  de  Maes- 
tros (SPM).  The  SPM  in  turn  is  a sub- 
sidiary of  the  Asociacidn  de  Maestros 
de  Puerto  Rico  (AMPR).  which  was 
founded  as  a professional  organization  of 
principals  and  supervisors.  In  January, 
SEIU  and  AMPR  tops  announced  that 
the  SPM  would  call  for  a union  elec- 
tion to  oust  the  FMPR.  The  government 
decertified  the  FMPR  a few  days  later. 

On  March  5.  in  the  face  of  scabbing 
organized  with  the  help  of  the  SEIU  lack- 
eys under  the  protection  of  the  riot  police. 


Pro-Imperialist  SEIU,  AFT  Tops 
Knife  Puerto  Rico  Strikers 


the  union  voted  to  call  a strike  "recess" 
without  a contract.  The  government  now 
promises  to  halt  its  plans  to  turn  500 
schools  into  privatized  charter  schools,  no 
reprisals  against  strikers,  and  a $250 


monthly  increase  to  the  $1,500  base 
salary,  effective  this  July.  However,  the 
FMPR  still  faces  the  government  attempt 
to  destroy  the  union  through  decertifica- 
tion, which  the  union  is  appealing. 

According  to  an  article  by  Juan  Gonza- 
lez in  the  29  February  Daily  News,  SEIU 
vice  president  Dennis  Rivera  said  he  met 
with  Puerto  Rican  Governor  Anfbal  Ace- 


"out  of  27.000  associates  [of  the  AMPR). 
eight  are  on  the  picket  line"  (£/  Vocero, 
26  February).  In  an  undated  letter  to 
Secretary  of  Education  Rafael  Aragunde 
posted  on  AMPR’s  Web  site.  Di'az  called 


on  the  capitalist  government  to  protect 
the  safety  of  scabs. 

The  AFT's  role  has  been  no  less  treach- 
erous. The  FMPR  voted  in  2004  to  dis- 
affiliate from  the  AFT.  In  response,  the 
AFT  sued  the  FMPR  in  2005,  taking  the 
union  to  the  courts  of  the  capitalist- 
imperialist  rulers,  in  an  unsuccessful  bid 


to  overturn  the  decision  to  disaffiliate 
from  the  AFT.  This  is  class  treason!  This 
is  the  same  imperialist  ruling  class  whose 
FBI  thugs  killed  Puerto  Rican  independ- 
ence militant  Filiberto  Ojeda  Rfos  in 
2005  and  which  continues  its  long  ven- 
detta against  independentistas.  The  Spar- 
tacisl  League  opposes  on  principle  suing 
the  unions  in  the  courts  of  the  class 
enemy,  whose  only  interest  in  intervening 
is  to  impede  and  punish  unions’  efforts  to 
wage  class  struggle. 

In  mobilizing  scabs  against  the  FMPR, 
the  pro-capitalist  union  bureaucracies  are 
dutifully  doing  the  dirty  work  of  the  U.S. 
imperialist  oppressors.  These  labor  lieuten- 
ants of  capital  also  work  overtime  for  class 
peace  at  home,  largely  by  tying  workers 
to  the  Democratic  Party  of  racism  and 
imperialist  war.  The  AFT  tops  have  a long 
history  of  being  especially  active  social- 
democratic  front  men  for  U.S.  imperialism. 
In  the  1980s.  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Federation  of  Teachers  (UFT).  which  is 
the  New  York  local  of  the  AFT.  directly 
spon.sored  Polish  Solidarnosd.  the  only 
"union”  in  history  that  had  the  blessing  of 
the  Pope.  Ronald  Reagan  and  the  CIA. 

The  Spartacist  League  was  in  the  fore- 
front in  opposing  Solidarno<c's  counter- 
revolutionary bid  for  power,  which  aimed 
to  overthrow  the  Polish  deformed  workers 
state.  As  part  of  our  fight  in  defense  of 
the  Soviet  degenerated  workers  state,  as 
well  as  Poland  and  the  other  deformed 
workers  states  in  East  and  Central  Europe, 
we  organized  a demonstration  outside  the 
UFT’s  New  York  headquarters  against 
Solidarnos'c  in  1981.  We  fight  for  the 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
remaining  deformed  workers  states — 
China.  Cuba.  North  Korea  and  Vietnam — 
against  imperialist  attack  and  internal 
counterrevolution.  At  the  same  lime,  we 
call  for  workers  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  nationalist  Stalinist  bureaucrats  and 
replace  them  with  regimes  ba.sed  on  work- 
ers democracy  and  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalism. This  is  roughly  analogous  to 
how  workers  must  defend  their  unions 
against  the  capitalist  rulers  while  fighting 
for  a new.  class-struggle  leadership. 

Puerto  Rican  workers,  both  on  the 
island  and  in  the  U.S.,  are  exploited  as 
a low-wage  labor  pool  by  the  capital- 
ist ruling  class.  Some  48  percent  of 
the  island’s  population  lives  below  the 
poverty  line.  Second-class  "citizens”  of 
the  U.S.  with  no  right  to  vote  in  federal 
elections  and  no  voting  representatives  in 
Congress,  they  are  politically  dispos- 
sessed and  suffer  the  classic  national 
oppression  of  a colonized  people.  While 
continued  on  page  II 


CMI-Puerto  Rico 


Teachers  take  to  the  streets  in  San  Juan,  February  17.  Banner  reads:  "Contract 
or  Strike!” 


vedo  Vil6  "maybe  20  times.”  while  deny- 
ing claims  that  the  government  gave 
its  support  to  the  SEIU’s  raiding  expe- 
dition against  the  FMPR  in  exchange 
for  Rivera’s  offer  to  make  $3-4  million 
in  contributions  to  the  governor.  FMPR 
president  Rafael  Feliciano  Herndndez 
told  Workers  Vanguard  that  on  February 
28  the  Department  of  Education  and  the 
union  had  almost  reached  a settlement. 
Feliciano  said  that  government  officials 
informed  the  FMPR  that  SEIU  represen- 
tatives were  in  contact  that  same  day  with 
the  Puerto  Rican  government  to  lobby 
against  the  government’s  settling  with  the 
union. 

in  the  first  days  of  the  strike,  the  SEIU 
leadership’s  minions  m the  AMPR  took  a 
clear  side — as  scabs!  Aida  Diaz,  presi- 
dent of  the  AMPR.  denounced  the  strike, 
claiming  the  strike  vote  itself  was  illegiti- 
mate. Then  Diaz  despicably  bragged  that 


New  York  City 
demonstration 
at  Puerto  Rican 
government 
offices  in  defense 
of  striking  Puerto 
Rican  teachers. 
March  4. 
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Obama’s  Speech:  “National  Unity”  in  Service  of  U.S.  Imperialism 


Break  with  Democratic  Party 
of  War  and  Racism! 


Barack  Obama's  “A  More 
Perfect  Union”  speech  has 
overwhelmingly  received  acco- 
lades from  across  the  bour- 
geois political  spectrum,  hailed  as  "open- 
ing a dialogue”  on  race  in  America.  What 
Obama  gave  was.  in  fact,  a "national 
unity”  speech,  putting  himself  forward 
as  the  bourgeoisie's  best  candidate  to 
run  bloody  U.S.  imperialism  and  keep 
working  people,  blacks,  immigrants  and 
all  the  oppressed  down.  Obama,  linked 
to  the  Illinois  Democratic  machine,  seems 
well  qualified  to  be  the  chief  executive  of 


U.S.  imperialism,  including  by  refurbish- 
ing its  credentials  in  the  world  arena. 

As  against  the  reformist  left,  which  is 
either  explicitly  or  implicitly  behind 
Obama,  we  revolutionary  Marxists  fight 
to  break  workers  and  the  oppressed 
from  illusions  in  the  Democrats,  the 


other  party  of  war  and  racism.  We  do  not 
extend  any  political  support  to  any  capi- 
talist politician — Barack  Obama.  Hillary 
Clinton.  John  McCain  or  Ralph  Nader 
— Democrat.  Republican  or  Green.  We 
stand  for  the  complete  political  inde- 
pendence of  the  working  class.  Our 


aim  is  the  forging  of  a 
revolutionary  multiracial 
workers  party  that  fights 
to  overturn  the  capitalist 
system  through  workers  revolution  and  to 
establish  a workers  government. 

Obama  sought  to  run  on  an  “end  of 
racism”  message.  But  in  racist,  capital- 
ist America,  there  was  no  way  to  disap- 
pear race  from  this  race.  For  days,  the 
media  had  been  playing  in  endless  loops 
comments  made  by  Jeremiah  Wright, 
a military  veteran  and.  since  1972.  a 
continued  on  page  2 


South  Africa: 

For  a Black-Centered 
Workers  Gevernment! 


Zuma’s  ANC:  Repackaging  Capitalist  Enslavement 


Break  with  the  ANC/SACP/COSATU 
Nationalist  Popular  Front! 


JOHANNESBURG — As  he  approaches 
the  100-day  mark  as  the  new  leader  of 
the  African  National  Congress  (ANC). 
Jacob  Zuma  is  working  to  consolidate 
his  position  as  the  presumed  successor 
to  Thabo  Mbeki  as  president  of  South 
Africa.  Zuma  handily  defeated  Mbeki  at 
the  ANC’s  52nd  National  Congress  in 
Polokwane  in  December  with  the  back- 
ing of  the  South  African  Communist 
Party  (SACP).  the  Congress  of  South  Afri- 
can Trade  Unions  (COSATU)  leadership 
and  the  ANC  Youth  League.  Zuma  was 
elected  by  secret  ballot  in  one  of  the 
most  divided  ANC  congresses  since  1958. 
after  which  a faction  broke  away  to 
form  the  Pan  Africanist  Congress.  The 
top  six  positions  in  the  ANC  were  swept 
by  Zuma  supporters,  including  SACP 
national  chairman  Gwede  Mantashe. 

Zuma’s  champions  on  the  left  portray 
him  as  an  ally  of  the  trade  unions  and  as 
close  to  tlie  black  masses,  while  Mbeki  is 
painted  as  a tool  of  big  business.  Among 
the  more  than  4.000  delegates  at  Polo- 
kwane. Zuma’s  supporters  accused  Mbeki 
of  concentrating  power  around  his  presi- 
dency and  alienating  the  ANC  member- 
ship. while  Zuma  was  seen  as  more 
approachable  and  willing  to  listen  to  the 
.SACP  and  COSATU.  the  ANC’s  partners  in 
the  ruling  Tripartite  Alliance.  In  fact,  both 
bourgeois  politicians  are  committed  to 


maintaining  neo-apartheid  capitalist  rule. 

Zuma’s  election  was  a distorted  reflec- 
tion of  the  anger  at  the  ba.se  of  society 
over  the  fact  that  the  last  1 3 years  of  neo- 
apartheid rule  had  benefitted  the  white 
capitalists  and  the  emerging  black  elite, 
known  as  ‘‘gravy  trainers”  or  "fat  cats.”  at 
the  expense  of  the  impoverished  masses. 
By  neo-apartheid,  we  mean  a situation 
where  the  rigid,  legally  enforced  racial 
segregation  and  subjugation  that  defined 
apartheid  are  no  more,  but  behind  the 
"liberation"  rhetoric  of  the  Tripartite  Alli- 
ance and  the  democratic  trappings  of 
"one  man.  one  vote.”  the  economic  and 
social  foundations  of  white  supremacy 
based  on  the  superexploitation  of  over- 
whelmingly black  labour  remain  intact. 

The  "coalition”  behind  Zuma  includes 
prominent  black  businessmen  and  a sec- 
tion of  the  capitalist  class  that  hopes  that 
his  popularity  among  the  dispossessed 
makes  him  better  able  to  contain  their 
anger  in  this  very  unstable  society.  Much 
of  (he  black  population  rightly  feels 
cheated  because  while  apartheid  is  gone, 
the  expectation  of  achieving  racial  and 
social  equality  has  not  been  met.  Under 
the  title  “SA’s  Time  Bomb."  the  weekly 
Mad  & Guardian  (6  July  2007)  observed 
before  the  opening  of  the  SACP’s  12th 
National  Congress  last  year:  "Mid-winter. 
An  angry  wind  is  blowing  through  South 
Africa’s  wealth-gap.  Delivery  failures  fuel 
violent  protest  in  bleak  townships.  Pov- 
erty is  pushing  crime  to  new  levels.  Work- 
ers want  their  share  of  swollen  profits," 

Today  there  is  constant  repression  by 
the  Alliance  government  against  people 
protesting  evictions  and  demanding  basic. 


Baynes/Oie  Burger 


Top;  South 
African  cops 
enforce  eviction 
of  squatters  in 
Delft,  near  Cape 
Town,  February. 

Right:  Strikers 
march  in  Durban 
during  June 
2007  public 
workers  strike, 
largest  since 
end  of  apartheid 
government 
in  1994. 
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decent  housing  and  the  provision  of  elec- 
tricity and  water.  In  the  current  electricity 
crisis,  the  Eskom  utility  has  periodically 
shut  down  service  not  only  in  the  cities 


and  townships  but  even  in  the  plati- 
num and  gold  mines  and  other  key  capi- 
talist enterprises.  Thousands  of  miners 
continued  on  page  6 


Obama... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

paslor  of  Chicago's  Trinity  United  Church 
of  Christ,  to  which  Obama  belongs.  The 
pastor's  remarks — many  of  them  pointing 
to  the  crimes  of  the  U.S.  government — 
simply  expressed  the  deeply  felt  anger  of 
much  of  the  black  population,  and  simi- 
lar remarks  can  be  heard  at  many  a pulpit 
in  America’s  black  churches;  in  fact.  Trin- 
ity is  affiliated  to  a mainstream,  predom- 
inantly white  denomination.  Responding 
to  the  Wright  controversy.  Obama,  the 
son  of  a Kenyan  man  and  white  American 
woman,  used  his  own  pulpit  in  Philadel- 
phia to  give  his  speech  on  race. 

Flanked  by  eight  American  flags. 
Obama  delivered  his  particular  Demo- 
cratic Party  version  of  “national  unity" 
populism,  evoking  a reconciliation  that 
preserves  the  racist,  capitalist  status  quo. 
Declaiming  that  black  people’s  “anger  is 
real"  and  that  condemning  it  “without 
understanding  its  roots,  only  serves  to 
widen  the  chasm  of  misunderstanding 
that  exists  between  the  races,"  Obama 
went  on  to  pander  to  anti-black  chau- 
vinism. Speaking  of  black  people,  he 


pointed  to  “our  own  complicity  in  our 
condition” — blaming  the  oppressed  for 
their  own  oppression.  He  denounced  wel- 
fare and  conciliated  racist  opposition  to 
affirmative  action  and  school  integra- 
tion through  busing.  He  promoted  the 
“quintessentially  American — and  yes.  con- 
servative— notion  of  self-help,"  echoing 
Booker  T,  Washington,  who  over  a cen- 
tury ago  preached  accommodation  to  the 
racist  status  quo  by  telling  impoverished 
blacks  to  pull  themselves  up  by  their 
bootstraps,  if  they  owned  any. 

In  his  speech.  Obama  also  promoted 
protectionist  chauvinism,  made  clear  his 
support  for  Israel,  denounced  “radical 
• Islam”  and  cheered  on  the  imperialist 
"war  on  terror.”  Speaking  of  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  invasion  of  Iraq.  Obama  made 
clear  in  an  interview  with  right-wing 
radio  broadcaster  Michael  Smerconish 
that  was  excerpted  in  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  (24  March);  “It’s  not  that  I was 
opposed  to  war.  it's  that  I felt  that  we 
had  a war  that  we  had  not  finished" 
in  Afghanistan.  Smerconish,  who  found 
Obama’s  March  18  speech  "stunning,” 
recently  co-authored  Murdered  hy  Mumia 
with  Maureen  Faulkner,  a lying  tract  aimed 
at  greasing  the  skids  for  the  execution  of 


Imperialism  and  World  Economy 

By  the  end  of  the  1 9th  century,  the  world 
capitalist  economy  um  dominated  hy  the 
monopolies,  trusts  and  cartels  of  the  great 
powers  in  North  America.  West  Europe  and 
Japan.  Twice  in  the  20th  century — in  World 
War  / and  // — the  imperialists  waged  war 
against  each  other  for  the  redivision  of  mar- 
kets and  spheres  of  exploitation.  It  was  in 
the  context  of  the  First  World  War  that  the 
1917  Bolshevik  Revolution  took  place,  the 
greatest  historic  victory  for  the  international 
proletariat.  Only  the  working  class  has  the 
social  power  to  sweep  away  the  capitalist  order  through  socialist  revolution  and  lay 
the  basis  for  an  internationally  planned  and  collectivized  economy,  the  essential  pre- 
condition for  human  emancipation  from  imperialist  subjugation  and  war.  In  his  work 
Imperialism  and  World  Economy,  written  in  1915  and  published  two  years  later,  then- 
leading  Bolshevik  Nikolai  Bukharin  outlined  imperialism's  development. 


TROTSKY 


The  development  of  the  productive  forces  of  world  capitalism  has  made  gigantic 
strides  in  the  last  decades.  The  upper  hand  in  the  competitive  struggle  has  everywhere 
been  gained  by  large-scale  production;  it  has  consolidated  the  “magnates  of  capi- 
tal” into  an  ironclad  organisation,  which  has  taken  possession  of  the  entire  economic 
life.  State  power  has  become  the  domain  of  a financial  oligarchy;  the  latter  manages 
production  which  is  tied  up  by  the  banks  into  one  knot.  This  process  of  the  organisation 
of  production  has  proceeded  from  below;  it  has  fortified  itself  within  the  framework 
of  modem  states,  which  have  become  an  exact  expression  of  the  interests  of  finance 
capital.  Every  one  of  the  capitalistically  advanced  “national  economies"  has  turned 
into  some  kind  of  a “national”  trust.  This  process  of  the  organisation  of  the  economi- 
cally advanced  sections  of  world  economy,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  accompanied 
by  an  extraordinary  sharpening  of  their  mutual  competition.  The  overproduction  of 
commodities,  which  is  connected  with  the  growth  of  large  enterprises;  the  export  pol- 
icy of  the  cartels,  and  the  narrowing  of  the  sales  markets  in  connection  with  the  colo- 
nial and  tariff  policy  of  the  capitalist  powers;  the  growing  disproportion  between 
tremendously  developed  industry  and  backward  agriculture;  the  gigantic  growth  of 
capital  export  and  the  economic  subjugation  of  entire  regions  by  “national"  banking 
combines — all  this  has  thrown  into  the  sharpest  possible  relief  the  clash  of  interests 
between  the  “national”  groups  of  capital.  Those  groups  find  their  final  argument  in  the 
force  and  power  of  the  state  organisation,  first  of  all  in  its  army  and  navy.  A mighty 
state  military  power  is  the  last  trump  in  the  struggle  of  the  powers.  The  fighting  force  in 
the  world  market  thus  depends  upon  the  power  and  consolidation  of  the  "nation,”  upon 
its  financial  and  military  resources.  A self-sufficient  national  stale,  and  an  economic 
unit  limitlessly  expending  its  great  power  until  it  becomes  a world  kingdom — a world- 
wide empire — such  is  the  ideal  built  up  by  finance  capital. 

— Nikolai  Bukharin.  Imperialism  and  World  Economy  (1917) 
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America’s  foremost  death  row  political 
prisoner.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  a courageous 
fighter  against  black  oppression. 

Obama  began  and  ended  his  speech 
by  paying  homage  to  America’s  “found- 
ing fathers,”  claiming  that  "the  answer  to 
the  slavery  question  was  already  embed- 
ded within  our  Constitution.”  What  the 
"founding  fathers”  embedded  in  the  Con- 
stitution was  slavery,  it  look  a bloody 
Civil  War  to  smash  the  Southern  slavoc- 
racy.  But  the  ensuing  defeat  of  Radical 
Reconstruction — the  most  democratic 
period  for  black  people  in  American  his- 
tory— left  blacks,  legally  freed  from  slav- 
ery. subject  to  the  tyranny  of  the  defeated 
slaveowners  and  KKK  enforcers. 

Notably.  Obama  referred  in  his  speech 
to  the  “brutal  legacy  of  slavery  and  Jim 
Crow.”  But  he  talked  about  race  in  order 
to  disappear  the  brutal  realities  of  racist 
American  capitalism  today.  While  refus- 
ing to  disown  Wright,  he  condemned 
his  “simply  inexcusable”  comments,  de- 
claring that  Wright’s  “profound  mistake” 
was  that  “he  spoke  as  if  our  society  was 
static;  as  if  no  progress  has  been  made;  as 
if  (his  country.  ..is  still  irrevocably  bound 
to  a tragic  past.” 

Black  oppression  has  been  and  re- 
mains the  bedrock  of  American  capital- 
ism, which  is  based  on  the  exploitation 
of  the  entire  multiracial  working  class. 
As  we  wrote  in  “The  Obama  Campaign 
and  the  ’End  of  Racism’  Myth”  (WV  No. 
906.  1 8 January): 

"Contrary  (o  (he  myth  promoted  by 
Obama  and  other  liberals,  black  oppres- 
sion continues  to  be  (he  central  defining 
feature  of  U.S.  society.  It  is  materially 
rooted  in  and  central  to  American  capi- 
talism. As  against  both  liberal  inte- 
grationist.s  and  black  nationalists,  our 
struggle  for  black  liberation  is  based  on 
the  program  of  revolutionary  integra- 
tionism.  While  opposing  every  manifes- 
tation of  racist  oppression,  fighting  in 
particular  to  mobilize  the  social  power 
of  the  multiracial  labor  movement,  we 
underline  that  full  equality  for  the  black 
masses  requires  that  the  working  class 


rip  the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
capitalist  rulers  and  reorganize  it  on  a 
socialist  basis.  Only  then  will  it  be  pos- 
sible to  eliminate  the  material  roots 
of  black  oppression  through  the  inte- 
gration of  black  people  into  an  egalitar- 
ian socialist  society  based  on  a collectiv- 
ized economy  with  jobs  and  quality 
housing,  health  care  and  education  for 
all." 

Obama  is  the  first  black  candidate  with 
a real  shot  at  being  elected  U.S.  president, 
the  lop  cop.  If  he  (or  Hillary  Clinton) 
wins,  it  would  be  significant.  But  it  would 
do  nothing  to  change  the  fundamental 
conditions  of  working  people,  blacks, 
women  and  the  oppressed.  Look  at  the 
numerous  black  Democrats  who  have 
been  employed  as  mayors  and  police 
chiefs  of  major  urban  areas — from  L.A. 
to  Chicago.  Detroit.  Philadelphia  and 
elsewhere.  Their  job  has  been  to  kick 
working  and  black  people  down,  to  over- 
see rampant  cop  terror  and  administer  the 
slashing  of  social  programs — their  value 
to  the  racist  rulers  is  embodied  in  the 
statement  by  black  former  New  York  City 
mayor  David  Dinkins:  “They’ll  take  it 
from  me,”  Obama  simply  seeks  to  be- 
come the  overseer  for  the  whole  planta- 
tion, The  class  he  .serves  is  a reactionary 
gendarme  internationally  and  the  enemy 
of  the  multiracial  proletariat  and  op- 
pres,sed  masses  “at  home."  not  least  since 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  which  left  Washington 
less  restrained  in  its  machinations. 

The  emancipation  of  the  working  class 
and  (he  liberation  of  black  people  can  be 
realized  only  by  the  destruction  of  the 
American  capitalist  system  through  social- 
ist revolution.  As  stated  in  the  preamble  to 
the  program  of  the  Labor  Black  Leagues, 
which  are  fraternally  allied  to  the  Sparta- 
cist League;  “We  fight  to  win  the  entire 
working  class,  including  white  workers  as 
well  as  (he  growing  number  of  Lafino 
and  other  immigrants,  to  the  fight  for 
black  liberation,  strategic  to  the  American 
revolution."  ■ 
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or  e-mail:  $partcan@on.albn.com 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

www.icl-fi.org 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


PDC  Speaker  at  SL  Black  History  Month  Forum: 

Mumia’s  Freedom  Would  Be  a Victory 
for  the  International  Working  Class 


We  print  below,  edited  for  publication, 
a presentation  by  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee speaker  Erica  Williamson  at  a Feb- 
ntarv  23  New  York  City  Spariacist  League 
Black  History  Month  forum. 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  a former  Black 
Panther,  a MOVE  supporter,  an  award- 
winning journalist  who  still  fights  with 
his  pen  from  death  row  against  racism 
and  imperialist  war.  Falsely  convicted  of 
the  1981  murder  of  Police  Officer  Daniel 
Faulkner.  Mumia  was  sentenced  to  death 
in  1982  becau.se  the  ruling  class  sees  in 
him  the  spectre  of  black  revolt.  In  seeking 
to  kill  Mumia.  the  ruling  class  wants  to 
fulfill  the  threat  of  FBI  head  J.  Edgar 
Hoover  that  “The  Negro  youth  and  mod- 
erate(s]  must  be  made  to  understand  that 
if  they  succumb  to  revolutionary  teach- 
ings. they  will  be  dead  revolutionaries.” 
Mumia’s  frame-up  shows  the  continuing 
legacy  of  the  FBI’s  COINTELPRO  cam- 
paign of  government  violence,  harass- 
ment and  disruption  against  leftists  and 
black  radicals  in  the  1960s  in  which  38 
Black  Panthers  were  killed  and  hundreds 
more  imprisoned. 

Recall  that  only  two  and  a half  years 
ago  the  FBI  carried  out  the  coldblooded 
assassination  of  Puerto  Rican  nationalist 
Filiberto  Ojeda  Rtos — they  did  to  him 
what  they  want  to  see  done  to  former  Pan- 
ther and  Black  Liberation  Army  member 
Assaia  Shakur  in  Cuba  and  what  they 
would  like  to  see  done  to  Mumia.  In 
defending  radical  black  activists  like 
Mumia  and  Shakur,  in  fighting  against 
government  repression,  in  fighting  in 
defense  of  black  and  poor  people,  such  as 
those  victimized  by  the  capitalist  rulers  in 
the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  in  mobi- 
lizing in  defense  of  our  striking  trade- 
union  sisters  and  brothers  in  Puerto  Rico 
— in  all  this,  we  are  guided  by  our  under- 
standing that  the  capitalist  slate  and  its 
courts,  and  the  capitalist  system  as  a whole, 
have  got  to  go. 

Mumia's  case  is  the  defining  political 
death  penally  case  of  our  generation.  It 
illustrates  the  racist  oppression  endemic  in 
this  country  in  its  cruelest,  most  vicious 
form.  It  lays  bare  the  essence  of  the  capi- 
talist state  as  an  in.strument  of  repression 
against  working  people  and  the  oppressed. 
We  are  opposed  to  the  death  penalty  as  a 
matter  of  principle — it  is  not  for  the  stale 
to  determine  who  is  to  live  or  die. 

Mumia’s  case  represents  what  the  death 
penally  is  all  about — a legacy  of  chat- 
tel slavery,  the  lynch  rope  made  legal. 


W/V  Photo 

PDC  speaker  Erica  Williamson  at  February  23  Spartacist  League  Black 
History  Month  forum  In  New  York  City. 


Mumia’s  case  also  has  everything  to  do 
with  the  fact  that  racial  oppression  is  very 
much  a thriving  force  in  this  society.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  lie  promoted  by  Demo- 
cratic presidential  hopeful  Barack  Obama 
that  the  civil  rights  movement  brought 
America  “90  percent  of  the  way”  toward 
racial  equality.  Just  tell  that  to  Mumia.  Or 
to  the  eight  surviving  members  of  the 
MOVE  9 who  are  still  locked  away  in 
prison,  where  in  May  1985  they  wit- 
nessed on  television  the  massacre  of  their 
families  and  members  of  their  organiza- 
tion. including  five  children,  when  black 
Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode  ordered 
the  Philly  cops,  backed  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. to  drop  a bomb  on  their  home. 

The  capitalist  Democratic  Party  is  no 
answer  to  ending  black  oppression.  As  an 
oppressed  race-color  caste,  black  people 
are  integrated  into  the  capitalist  economy 
but  forcibly  segregated  at  the  bottom 
of  society.  Against  both  the  liberals  and 
the  black  nationalists,  we  stand  for  the 
program  of  revolutionary  integrationism: 
black  liberation  requires  a workers  revo- 
lution that  overthrows  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. Only  then  will  it  be  possible  to 
eliminate  the  material  roots  of  black  op- 
pression through  the  full  integration  of 
black  people  into  an  egalitarian  socialist 
society  based  on  a collectivized  economy 
with  quality  jobs,  housing,  health  care 
and  education  for  all. 

We  fight  for  integrated  class  struggle 
by  the  multiracial  American  proletariat. 
The  capitalist  rulers  use  black  oppression 


as  a key  wedge  to  keep  the  working  class 
divided  and  from  uniting  in  struggle 
against  them.  The  power  to  defend  all 
intended  victims  of  this  racist  capitalist 
slate  is  going  to  come  out  of  the  social 
power  of  the  working  class,  leading  be- 
hind it  all  the  oppressed.  That  means 
labor  strikes  and  mass  protests  and  dem- 
onstrations organized  around  the  power 
of  the  labor  movement  in  this  country  and 
internationally.  What  is  necessary  is  to 
build  a workers  party  that  fights  to  mobi- 
lize the  working  class  in  the  struggle  for 
a workers  government. 

The  fight  for  black  liberation  in  the  U.S. 
can  be  a powerful  motor  force  for  sparking 
class  struggle  against  the  capitalist  rulers. 
There  may  not  be  much  class  struggle 
against  the  capitalist  rulers  today,  in  part 
because  the  pro-capitalist  labor  lops  have 
a program  of  class  peace  with  the  bosses. 
But  the  perspective  of  fighting  to  mobilize 
workers  with  their  social  power  in  the 


streets  and  at  the  point  of  production  to 
stop  the  legal  lynching  of  an  innocent 
man  is  a crucial  step  for  the  labor  move- 
ment that  must  happen.  Mumia’s  freedom 
would  be  a victory  not  only  for  the  fight 
for  black  liberation,  but  for  the  working 
class  internationally. 

We  fight  for  united  class-struggle  de- 
fense and  united-front  actions  to  free 
Mumia.  We  look  to  the  labor  movement, 
which  has  the  power  to  bring  the  capital- 
ist .system’s  wheels  to  a halt.  One  exam- 
ple of  the  social  power  of  labor  was  the 
2005  New  York  City  TWU  Local  100 
transit  strike,  which  crippled  the  city.  A 
small  example  of  what  we  mean  by  class- 
struggle  defense  and  united-front  action 
was  in  Oakland  in  February  2002,  when 
the  PDC  and  Labor  Black  League  for 
Social  Defense  initiated  a united-front 
demonstration,  centered  on  the  powerful 
ILWU  longshore  union,  in  defense  of 
immigrants  and  against  the  USA  Patriot 
Act  and  the  Maritime  Security  Act.  We 
vigorously  fight  against  anti-immigrant 
and  anti-Lalino  chauvinism  while  chal- 
lenging the  deeply  entrenched  black  op- 
pression that  forms  the  cornerstone  of 
American  capitalism.  Integrated  class- 
struggle  defense  is  crucial  to  fighting 
the  backward  racism,  sexism  and  anti- 
immigrant  chauvinism  inside  and  outside 
the  unions;  it  is  also  critical  to  smashing 
the  very  system  that  breeds  this  backward 
consciousness  and  whose  means  of  exis- 
tence is  working-class  exploitation. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  is 
a non-sectarian  class-struggle  defense 
organization,  which  champions  cases  and 
causes  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  of 
the'  working  people.  Our  views  are  in 
political  accordance  with  the  Spartacist 
League.  We  took  up  Mumia’s  case  over 
20  years  ago  and  have  fought  for  a class- 
struggle  defense  program  modeled  after 
continued  on  page  II 


Jennilet  Beach 


Prepare  Now  for 
Emergency  Protests! 


On  17  May  2007  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  heard  oral  arguments  in  Mumia’s  case, 
and  there  could  be  a decision  at  any  time. 

If  the  Court  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
sentence  or  denies  Mumia’s  appeals  for 
a new  trial  or  a new  hearing,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  have  called  for  protests  the  day 
after  the  decision.  Others  have  also 
called  for  protests. 

For  more  information  see  the 

PDC  Web  site,  www.partisandefense.org 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 
FREE  MUMIA  NOW! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia ')  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  RO.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  earmarked  “Mumia”  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  for  Mumia’s 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLG  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia's  lawyer  for  this  purpose. 

OrgsniZB  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia’s  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia’s  case  in  your  union  or  organization’s  newsietter. 

Get  the  facts/  New  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet,  Big  Lies  in  (he  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English,  German  and  French — $.50  each.  $10 
for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
right-wing  journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying 
tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself. 
The  PDC’s  other  Mumia  pamphlet,  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1),  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters 
the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia's  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!" — 
$1  each  PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— $^0  DVD. 
$15  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure;  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man: 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! — $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  ComfTiittee 

e-mail:  partisandefense@earthlink.net  • Website:  www.partisandefense.org 
PO.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10013  • (212)406-4252 
PO,  Box  802867,  Chicago.  IL  60680  • (312)  563-0442 
PO.  Box  74575.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004  • (213)380-8897 
RO.  60x77462.  San  Francisco,  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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Foreclosures,  Unemployment, 

Union  Busting: 


Capitalism  U.S.A. 


Pan  One  of  this  article  appeared  in 
WV  No.  910(14  March). 

The  collapse  of  the  U.S.  housing 
boom  is  but  the  most  recent  visible 
manifestation  of  the  debt-ridden  finan- 
cial house  of  cards  that  is  the  capitalist 
economy.  The  financial  crisis  that  began 
last  summer  is  now  impacting  the  domes- 
tic economy  as  a whole.  In  February, 
payroll  employment  fell  by  63.000.  the 
biggest  monthly  drop  in  nearly  five 
years.  On  March  20.  the  Labor  Depart- 

PART  TWO 

ment  reported  that  the  average  of  appli- 
cations for  jobless  benefits  for  the  prior 
four  weeks  had  reached  over  365,000. 
the  highest  level  since  Hurricane  Katrina 
hit  the  Gulf  Coast  in  2005.  Almost  all 
business  sectors  are  shedding  jobs,  with 
the  biggest  decline  in  manufacturing  and 
construction.  Another  index  of  a down- 
turn is  that  last  month  retail  sales 
declined,  especially  for  autos,  furniture 
and  consumer  electronics. 

Meanwhile,  financial  turbulence  con- 
tinues to  batter  Wall  Street.  Witness  the 
spectacular  collapse  earlier  this  month  of 
Bear  Steams,  a venerable,  major  invest- 
ment bank  whose  risky  investments  back- 
fired. One  financial  analyst  commented; 
“Once  you  have  a run  on  the  bank  you  are 
in  a death  spiral  and  your  assets  become 
worthless**  (New  York  Times,  17  March). 
If  Bear  had  gone  bankrupt  outright,  it 
would  have  caused  heavy  losses  for  the 
many  financial  outfits  that  have  lent 
money  to  the  investment  bank  or  that 
market  their  securities  through  it. 

Thus  the  masters  of  Wall  Street  and 
Washington  organized  a “rescue**  opera- 
tion. The  Federal  Reserve  (the  U.S.  central 
bank)  has  agreed  to  guarantee  $30  bil- 
lion of  the  firm*s  “most  toxic*’  investment 
holdings,  while  financial  giant  JPMorgan 
Chase  moved  to  buy  up  Bear*s  stock  at  $2 
a share,  less  than  one-twentieth  the  firm*s 
market  price  a few  days  before.  Bear 
stockholders,  including  many  of  its  em- 
ployees who  have  their  retirement  funds 
tied  to  Bear  stock,  are  furious  and  are  try- 
ing to  scuttle  the  deal  and  force  JPMorgan 
or  another  bank  to  put  up  more  money. 
Whatever  the  outcome,  no  one  thinks  that 
the  “rescue”  of  Bear  Steams  will  ease  the 
financial  crisis.  The  question  of  the  day  on 
Wall  Street  is:  who*s  next? 

Indeed,  the  Fed  has  allocated  some 
$400  billion  for  a series  of  emergency 
short-term  loans,  including  for  invest- 
ment banks.  For  many  of  these,  the 
government  would  accept  risky  invest- 
ments. including  hard-to-sell  securities 
backed  by  mortgages,  as  collateral  in 
order  to  prevent  a panicked  run  on 
the  banks.  Moreover,  in  announcing  the 
Bear  deal,  the  Fed  also  stated  that  it 
was  launching  a new  program  to  lend 
money  to  the  20  largest  investment  banks 
that  serve  as  "primary 
dealers"  and  trade  Treas- 
ury securities  directly 
with  the  Fed.  According 
to  the  New  York  Times 
18  March),  "Fed  offi- 
. lals  raised  the  stakes 
by  offering  investment 
banks  a new  loan  pro- 
gram without  any  ex- 
plicit size  limit.’*  This 
could  lead  to  the  whole- 
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sale  transfer  of  losses  from  investment 
banks  to  the  Fed  (i.e..  taxpayers),  “nation- 
alizing** the  potential  losses  of  Wall 
Street  parasites  caused  by  the  mortgage 
crisis.  Bear  Steams  and  other  investment 
giants  get  rescued  while  working  peo- 
ple suffer,  many  unable  to  even  escape 
their  debts  through  bankruptcy  because 
of  a 2005  bankruptcy  “reform**  law  that 
received  support  from  Democrats  as  well 
as  Republicans. 

The  panicky  financial  conditions  and 
economic  downturn  have  also  demon- 
strated the  bankruptcy,  so  to  speak,  of 
monetarism,  which  has  been  the  domi- 
nant economic  doctrine  of  the  bourgeois 
right  since  the  ascendancy  of  Ronald 
Reagan  and  Britain *s  Margaret  Thatcher 
in  the  1980s.  The  ideologues  of  monetar- 
ism maintain  that  the  government,  in  par- 
ticular. the  central  bank,  can  effectively 
control  economic  activity  by  adjusting 
the  amount  of  money  in  the  banking  sys- 
tem along  with  interest  rates.  Like  many 
capitalist  theorists  before  them,  the  ideo- 
logues of  monetarism  believed  they 
could  minimize,  if  not  eliminate,  eco- 
nomic downturns — i.e.,  resolve  the  in- 
herent boom-bust  cycles  of  capitalism.  A 
practitioner  of  monetarism,  former  Fed- 
eral Reserve  head  Alan  Greenspan  was 
hailed  as  a maestro  in  bourgeois  circles 
for  overseeing  for  18  years  a massive 


expansion  of  financial  wealth.  But  now 
the  bubble  has  burst  and  much  of  that 
wealth  has  disappeared.  There  is  real 
panic  among  Wall  Street  bankers  and 
corporate  executives  while  working  peo- 
ple are  fearful — and  rightly  so — about 
what  the  economic  future  holds  in  store 
for  them. 

When  the  Fed  lowered  interest  rates 
earlier  this  month  by  another  unusually 
large  0.75  percentage  point — sending 
stocks  up  the  following  day — it  revealed 
a certain  improvisational  panic.  The  im- 
pending recession  has  been  accompanied 
by  increasing  inflation.  The  Associated 
Press  (18  March)  reported  that  wholesale 
prices  rose  again  in  February,  with  prices, 
outside  of  food  and  energy,  shooting  up 
at  the  fastest  pace  in  15  months.  Not- 
withstanding the  recent  drop  in  the  price 
of  commodities  such  as  crude  oil  and 
gold,  the  costs  of  energy,  such  as  gaso- 
line for  your  car.  and  basic  foods  (neither 
of  which  are  counted  in  "core  inflation" 
figures)  have  been  consistently  rising, 
hitting  working  people  hardest.  A cut  in 
the  interest  rate  by  the  Fed  could  serve 
to  further  drive  down  the  dollar  and 
fuel  inflation.  As  the  Washington  Po.st 
(19  March)  stated.  “By  reducing  the 
interest  rate  financial  institutions  charge 
each  other  for  short-term  loans,  the  Fed 
makes  money  more  readily  and  cheaply 
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available.’*  The  Post  went  on  to  note: 
“Through  higher  consumer  prices,  all 
Americans  would  effectively  help  pay 
for  the  rescue  of  the  financial  industry. 
The  decline  in  housing  prices  might  be 
tempered,  but  inflation  would  eat  away 
at  real  housing  values.** 

According  to  the  New  York  Times  (18 
March),  the  Fed  currently  has  a total 
reserve  of  some  $800  billion,  half  of 
which  has  already  been  pledged  to  rescue 
failing  banks  and  investment  firms.  As 
former  treasury  .secretary  under  Clinton. 
Lawrence  Summers,  pointed  out:  ‘There 
is  a fundamental  issue,  which  is  that  the 
financial  system  is  short  of  capital  and  is 
under  pressure  to  contract"  (New  York 
Times.  17  March).  As  it  is,  since  last  sum- 
mer the  Fed  had  already  opened  the  loan 
spigot  to  banks  at  lower  interest  rales.  But 
the  banks  have  jacked  up  their  interest 
rates  to  borrowers,  whether  businesses  or 
households,  while  imposing  more  strin- 
gent conditions  for  making  any  loans  at 
all  and  shunning  all  but  the  safest  securi- 
ties. Meanwhile,  corporate  executives  are 
disinclined  to  borrow  to  expand  produc- 
tion and  employment  with  an  economy 
that  is  likely  already  in  recession. 

For  Class  Struggle! 

The  economic  downturn  has  become 
one  of  the  central  factors  in  the  Demo- 
cratic primaries  between  Barack  Obama 
and  Hillary  Clinton,  with  each  of  them 
proposing  plans  to  stimulate  the  economy 
while  laying  the  impending  recession  on 
the  doorstep  of  the  Republican  adminis- 
tration of  George  W.  Bush.  But  the  eco- 
nomic ills  suffered  by  America’s  working 
masses  are  not  fundamentally  the  product 
of  the  particular  policies  of  an  adminis- 
tration, notwithstanding  its  overt  hostility 
to  workers  and  the  poor.  For  decades, 
workers*  productivity  has  drastically 
increased  while  real  wages  have  fallen. 
Economic  crises  are  a result  of  the  irra- 
tionality of  capitalism,  under  which  social 
production  is  based  on  the  private  owner- 
ship of  the  means  of  production. 

From  the  militancy  shown  by  immi- 
grant and  black  workers  in  the  years-Iong 
bitter  struggle  to  organize  the  Smithfield 
pork  processing  plant  in  Tar  Heel.  North 
Carolina,  to  the  2003-04  strikes  by  gro- 
cery workers  in  Southern  California,  to 
the  2005  New  York  City  transit  strike  and 
the  ongoing  strike  against  American  Axle 
by  the  United  Auto  Workers,  working  peo- 
ple have  shown  their  willingness  to  fight 
to  defend  their  livelihoods.  But  they  face 
formidable  obstacles.  Union-busting  is  a 
billion  dollar  industry,  and  the  bourgeois 
rulers  have  on  their  side  a panoply  of 
anti-labor  legislation  and  the  entire  state 
apparatus — consisting  at  its  core  of  the 
police,  courts,  prisons  and  mililary — which 
exists  to  defend  the  rule  and  profits  of  the 
bourgeoisie. 

Within  the  labor  movement,  the  prole- 
tariat is  saddled  by  a pro-capitalist  union 
bureaucracy  that  pro- 
motes the  lie  that  the 
interests  of  labor  and 
capital  are  compatible. 
This  bureaucracy,  which 
parasitically  sits  atop  the 
unions,  is  on  the  one 
hand  susceptible  to  the 
demands  of  its  working- 
class  base.  At  it  is 
pressured  both  1)/  labor’s 
ranks  and  the  pro\oca- 
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tions  of  the  bosses  into  strikes  and  other 
labor  action.  On  the  other  hand,  they  have 
often  thrown  in  the  towel  or  signed  egre- 
gious give-buck  contracts.  Unions  will 
not  get  anywhere  playing  by  the  bosses’ 
rules.  It  is  necessary  to  revive  muss  picket 
lines  that  slop  the  scabs,  sit-down  strikes 
and  plant  occupations,  secondary  boy- 
cotts and  other  methods  of  class  struggle 
that  built  this  country’s  industrial  unions 
and  that  the  trade-union  tops  have  by  and 
large  renounced  today.  This  poses  the 
need  for  a struggle  against  the  politics  of 
the  current  crop  of  union  misleaders  in 
both  the  AFL-CIO  and  Change  to  Win 
union  federations. 

Wall  Street  is  not  a world  unto  it- 
.self,  governed  exclusively  by  the  actions 
and  interactions  of  investment  bankers, 
money  managers,  corporate  CEOs  and 
other  "players."  The  increasing  disap- 
pearance of  good  jobs  and  their  replace- 
ment by  McJobs.  the  slashing  of  pensions 
and  health  care  benefits,  the  enormous 
weakening  of  the  unions — all  this  and 
more  takes  place  with  the  acquiescence  of 
the  labor  tops.  Instead  of  mobilising  in 
struggle,  they  tie  working  people  and  the 
oppressed  to  the  capitalist  system,  espe- 
cially through  support  to  the  Democratic 
Party,  the  other  party  of  American  capi- 
talism. racism  and  war.  Every  year,  mil- 
lions upon  millions  of  dollars  of  union 


presidency,  highly  touted  by  both  Barack 
Obama  and  Hillary  Clinton,  was  that  fed- 
eral government  budget  deficits  gave  way 
in  the  late  1990s  to  surpluses  for  four 
straight  years  for  the  first  time  since  the 
boom  years  of  the  late  1920s.  From  the 
outset,  reducing  government  expenditure 
was  the  number  one  economic  priority 
of  Clinton  and  the  "New  Democrats" 
Shortly  after  winning  the  election  in 
November  1992.  he  remarked:  "We’re 
Eisenhower  Republicans  here  ...  We  stand 
for  lower  deficits,  free  trade,  and  the  bond 
market,  isn’t  that  great’.’"  (quoted  in 
Robert  Pollin,  Contours  of  Descent:  U.S. 
Economic  Fractures  and  the  iMtidscape 
of  Global  Austerity.  2003), 

The  Eisenhower  administration  in  the 
1950s  came  to  power  only  a few  years 
following  U.S.  imperialism’s  victory  in 
the  Second  World  War.  which  was 
accompanied  by  the  devastation  of  Euro- 
pean and  Japanese  industrial  capacity. 
By  the  early-to-mid  1950s.  the  U.S. 
had  by  far  the  largest  and  most  techno- 
logically advanced  productive  capacity 
of  any  capitalist  country.  American- 
manufactured  products  dominated  world 
trade,  while  the  dollar,  then  considered 
"as  good  as  gold,"  dominated  interna- 
tional financial  markets.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances. American  capitalism  could 
thus  afford  to  improve  the  living  stan- 
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members’  dues  are  wasted  on  backing 
one  capitalist  politician  or  another  as  a 
“friend”  of  labor,  as  has  already  begun 
to  happen  this  election  year  with  some 
unions  supporting  Clinton  and  others 
Obama  (while  others  are  biding  their  time 
to  see  who  gets  the  nomination), 

What  is  necessary  is  a fight  to  build  a 
new,  class-struggle  leadership  in  the  trade 
unions  that  begins  with  the  understanding 
that  the  interests  of  labor  and  capital  can 
never  be  reconciled.  Forged  in  struggle, 
such  a leadership  will  link  the  struggles 
of  the  working  mas.ses  to  the  fight  for 
immigrant  rights,  mobilizing  for  full  citi- 
zenship rights  for  all  immigrants,  and 
against  black  oppression,  the  corner- 
stone of  American  capitalism.  The  need 
for  a fighting  union  leadership  must  be 
part  of  the  struggle  to  build  a revolution- 
ary workers  party,  independent  of  and 
opposed  to  all  the  capitalist  parties  and 
their  politicians,  that  fights  for  working- 
class  rule.  Within  the  framework  of  the 
capitalist  order,  trade-union  struggles  for 
higher  wages  and  better  working  condi- 
tions are  essentially  a type  of  guerrilla 
struggle.  The  working  class  will  be  sub- 
jected to  continual  attempts  to  increase 
the  rate  of  exploitation  and  to  the  threat  of 
deepening  immiscration  until  it  expropri- 
ates the  capitalist  class  through  a social- 
ist revolution  and  establishes  a planned 
economy  in  which  production  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  of  society. 

Myths  of  the  Clinton 
Administration 

It  is  today  a widespread  illusion — pro- 
moted by  both  the  Democrats  and  the 
trade-union  tops — that  the  time  of  the 
Clinton  administration  represented  “gold- 
en years"  for  America’s  working  people. 
In  fact,  the  Clinton  administration  over- 
saw the  massive  slashing  of  social  .serv- 
ices. such  as  welfare,  the  unprecedented 
rise  in  the  rate  of  incarceration,  especially 
targeting  young  black  men,  and  the  fur- 
ther weakening  of  the  unions. 

One  of  the  main  structural  changes  in 
the  U.S.  economy  under  the  Bill  Clinton 


dards  of  most  working  people  while  still 
maintaining  more  than  healthy  profits. 
Not  so  during  the  Clinton  years. 

Spokesmen  for  the  Clinton  administra- 
tion. notably  treasury  secretary  Robert 
Rubin.^maintained  that  reducing  the  gov- 
ernment debt  was  necessary  to  revitalize 
the  U.S.  economy.  Financing  the  large, 
persistent  deficits,  they  argued,  resulted 
in  higher  interest  rates  and  crowded  out 
corporate  investment  in  new  plants  and 
equipment.  In  some  circumstances,  a 
government  budget  surplus  would — ^ la 
Rubin — stimulate  additional  productive 
capital  investment,  but  not  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  U.S.  economy  in  the  late 
1990s.  In  paying  down  the  federal  debt, 
the  U.S,  Treasury  transferred  hundreds 
of  billions  of  dollars  from  taxpayers  to 
wealthy 'bondholders,  (Eighty  percent  of 
the  domestic  holdings  of  government  and 
corporate  bonds  are  owned  by  the  top  10 
percent  of  U S,  households  in  terms  of 
income.)  The  financial  windfall  received 
by  these  bondholders  from  Clinton. 
Rubin  & Co.  in  the  late  1990s  was  mainly 
rechanneled  into  stock  market  specula- 
tion and  an  orgy  of  spending  on  creature 
comforts  by  the  rich  and  the  more  afflu- 
ent sections  of  (he  petty  bourgeoisie. 

Frantic  speculation  on  Wall  Street,  cen- 
tered on  dot-coms  and  other  technology 
companies,  drove  stock  prices  to  irra- 
tional heights.  In  early  2000.  the  average 
corporate  share  was  selling  for  39  times 
the  company’s  annual  earnings  per  share. 
(By  way  of  comparison,  just  before  the 
Great  Crash  of  1929  the  price/earnings 
ratio  for  corporate  stocks  was  32.)  None- 
theless. many  bourgeois  economic  ideo- 
logues denied  that  the  stock  market  was 
being  driven  by  speculative  frenzy, 
instead  claiming  that  the  IT  (information 
technology)  “revolution"  had  fundamen- 
tally rewritten  the  laws  governing  the 
capitalist  mode  of  production  by  creating 
a "new  economy"  of  boundless  prosperity. 

But  far  from  fundamentally  changing 
(he  way  in  which  capitalism  operated, 
the  IT  "revolution"  generated  a classic 
boom-bust  investment  cycle  of  the  kind 


Welfare 
recipients  in  Los 
Angeles,  1994. 
Democrat  Bill 
Clinton  gutted 
welfare  in  1996, 
starving  millions 
of  single 
mothers  and 
their  children. 


described  by  Karl  Marx.  As  Marx  ex- 
plained. capitalists  invest  in  expanding 
production  capacity  on  (he  assumption 
that  the  additional  output,  whether  auto- 
mobiles or  Internet  services,  can  be  sold 
for  the  existing  rate  of  profit — or  at  a 
higher  rate  of  profit  if  they’re  investing  in 
cost-cutting  technology.  However,  during 
periods  of  expansion  the  average  rate  of 
profit  tends  to  fall.  Even  if  productivity 
rises  and  wages  don’t,  increased  profit 
per  worker  does  not  offset  increa.sed  capi- 
tal per  worker. 

This  dynamic  was  clearly  exhibited  by 
(he  telecommunications  industry,  one  of 
the  mainstays  of  (he  "new  economy”  of  the 
late  1 990s.  The  return  on  capital  for  tele- 
com companies  fell  steadily  from  1 2.5  per- 
cent in  1 996  to  8.5  percent  in  2000.  Tele- 
communications was  an  extreme  case  of 
what  happened  throughout  the  economy  as 
(he  boom  went  bust.  Business  Week  (9 
April  2001)  summed  it  up — from  the 
standpoint  of  capital,  of  course,  not  labor: 
"Afier  years  of  frantically  investing  to 
build  up  (he  human  and  physical  capac- 
ity to  keep  up  with  soaring  growth,  the 
U.S.  economy  is  struggling  with  over- 
capacity as  far  as  the  eye  can  .see.  From 
Intel’s  half-finished  building  in  Austin, 
to  the  multitudes  of  identical  retail  stores 
that  seem  to  dot  every  other  corner,  to 
the  gaping,  empty  billboards  that  loom 
over  New  York's  Times  Square,  every 
sector  is  struggling  with  the  hangover 
caused  by  loo  many  years  of  too  much 
investment." 

Obviously,  for  working  people  there 
cannot  possibly  be  too  many  job  opportu- 
nities and  goods  and  services  available. 
What  business  executives  and  their  ideo- 
logical spokesmen  mean  by  "overca- 
pacity" is  that  the  U.S.  has  the  actual 
capacity  to  produce  more  goods  and  serv- 
ices than  can  be  sold  at  a satisfactory  rate 
of  profit.  Writing  in  the  19th  century. 
Marx  explained  in  Capital  (Volume  III): 
"There  arc  not  too  many  necessities  of 
life  produced,  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
isting population.  Quite  the  reverse. 
Too  little  is  produced  to  decently  and 
humanely  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  great 
mass.... 

"Too  many  means  of  labour  and  neces- 
sities of  life  are  produced  at  limes  to  per- 
mit of  their  serving  as  means  for  the 
exploitation  of  labourers  at  a certain  rate 
of  profit’’ 

The  Slock  market  boom  of  the  late 
1990s  was  driven  by  speculation,  with 
Wall  Street  manipulating  both  the  de- 
mand for  and  supply  of  corporate  shares. 
The  price  of  a corporate  share  usually 
contains  what  Marx  called  "fictitious 
capital."  That  is.  the  market  value  of  the 
outstanding  shares  of  a given  corporation 
is  greater  than  actual  value  of  its  produc- 
tive assets  such  as  plant  and  equipment. 
The  difference  arises  because  the  share 
price  includes  an  expectation  of  future 
profits.  During  a stock  market  boom, 
the  volume  of  fictitious  capital  reaches 
stratospheric  levels  because  the  expecta- 
tion of  higher  stock  prices  becomes  the 
main  factor  driving  up  their  price. 

Beginning  in  the  1980s.  corporate 
America,  encouraged  by  changes  in  lax 
laws,  shifted  from  pension  plans  with 
defined  benefits  to  contributing  a certain 
amount  to  workers’  40 1 ( k)  plans  or  other 
types  of  individual  retirement  accounts. 
Working  people  were  in  effect  forced  to 
provide  for  their  old  age  by  investing  m 
the  securities  market,  weighing  potential 


gains  against  risk.  Wall  Street  launched  a 
hard-sell  advertising  campaign  to  con- 
vince the  American  public  that  stocks 
were  the  best  possible  long-term  invest- 
ment. "You  can't  beat  the  S&P  500" 
became  the  conventional  wisdom  propa- 
gated in  brokerage  offices,  bank  trust 
departments,  the  financial  columns  of 
daily  newspapers  and  TV  ads  by  big 
Wall  Street  firms. 

During  the  1990s  boom,  most  large 
corporations  repurchased  on  a massive 
scale  their  own  outstanding  shares,  ex- 
pending for  this  operation  an  average  of 
$120  billion  a year  between  1994  and 
2000.  Some  40  percent  of  after-tax  corpo- 
rate profits,  rather  than  being  invested 
in  increasing  productive  capacity,  was 
instead  expended  in  giving  mainly 
wealthy  stockholders  windfall  gains  to 
artificially  inflate  share  prices.  These 
financial  manipulations  thus  had  a neg- 
ative effect  on  expanding  productive 
capacity,  especially  in  manufacturing. 
The  share  of  industrial  plant  and  equip- 
ment as  a percentage  of  all  business 
assets  fell  to  18  percent  in  the  1990s,  the 
lowest  level  in  (he  entire  post-World 
War  11  era.  Since  then,  the  decline  of 
the  manufacturing  sector  has  continued 
apace.  The  mainstay  of  the  economy  in 
the  first  years  of  the  2 1 st  century  was  the 
now-collapsed  housing  boom  that  added 
not  one  whit  to  real  productive  capacity. 

How  Wall  Street  Fueled 
Housing-Price  Bubble 

Not  that  long  ago.  most  residential 
mortgages  were  held  by  commercial 
banks  or  companies  specializing  in  home 
finance.  Then,  about  the  time  that  the 
stock  market  boom  went  bust  in  2000-01. 
large  institutional  investors  such  as  cor- 
porate and  government  pension  funds, 
insurance  companies  and  hedge  funds 
(private  investment  pools  accessible  only 
to  financial  institutions  and  the  wealthy) 
went  into  the  residential  real  estate  mar- 
ket in  a big  way.  Abetting  the  mas- 
sive influx  of  finance  capital  into  resi- 
dential real  estate  was  Greenspan’s  Fed. 
which  kept  interest  rates  low  by  histori- 
cal Standards  (or  even  in  the  negative 
continued  on  page  10 
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South  Africa... 


(continued  from  puj^e  1) 


be  emancipated  only  through  a socialist 
revolution  that  shatters  the  capitalist  state 
and  creates  a workers  state — the  dictator- 
ship of  the  proletariat. 

As  under  apartheid,  the  role  of  the 
capitalist  state  in  the  "new,”  “democratic'’ 
South  Africa  is  to  defend  the  rule  and 
profits  of  the  Randlords — and  the  inter- 
ests of  their  senior  partners  on  Wall  Street 
and  in  the  City  of  London — against  the 
oppressed  black,  coloured  (mixed-race) 
and  Indian  toilers.  The  fundamental  racial 
divide  between  the  privileged  white 


Kliptown, 
Soweto.  Nearly 
14  years  after 
fall  of  apartheid. 
South  Africa's 
black  masses 
continue  to  live 
in  abject 
poverty. 


History  and  the  Class  Struggle  No.  8, 
July  1 99 1 ).  the  S ACP,  drawing  on  its  cre- 
dentials for  militancy  in  the  fight  against 
apartheid,  "is  the  vehicle  through  which 
South  African  rulers  seek  to  tame  the 
combative  black  unions  and  draw  them 
into  active  participation  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  ‘post-apartheid’  capitalist  state." 

A few  years  later  the  Mandela  govern- 
ment moved  to  halt  a wave  of  strikes  by 
mainly  black  workers  whose  expectations 
had  been  raised  by  the  demise  of  apart- 
heid. This  was  the  period  of  the  Recon- 
struction and  Development  Programme 
(RDP),  drawn  up  by  COSATU,  which  the 
SACP  paints  as  a golden  era  in  line  with 
its  mythology  of  a "national  democratic 
revolution.”  The  alleged  "pro-worker"  pol- 


armed  cops  occupied  surrounding  town- 
ships to  suppress  resistance. 

Last  year’s  public  workers  strike  was 
sold  out  by  the  COSATU  tops,  who  re- 
fused to  mobilise  unions  like  the  miners 
and  metal  workers  that  had  the  social 
power  to  win  the  strike.  The  same  SACP 
that  claimed  to  support  the  strike  acted  as 
strikebreakers  via  its  government  minis- 
ters: Safety  and  Security  minister  Charles 
Nqakula  set  the  army  and  cops  against  the 
strikers,  while  Intelligence  Services  min- 
ister Ronnie  Kasrils  unleashed  his  spies 
against  the  teachers  union. 

Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  V.  1.  Lenin 
of  the  October  Revolution  of  1917, 
pointed  out  in  his  unfinished  1940  essay 
“Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of  Imperial- 
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are  facing  retrenchment  (layoffs)  as  the 
bosses  threaten  to  shut  down  less  produc- 
tive mines. 

We  noted  after  Mbeki  ousted  Zuma 
as  deputy  president  in  June  2005.  osten- 
sibly for  corruption,  that  "the  SACP  and 
COSATU  tops  have  sought  to  deflect  the 
growing  anger  against  the  government 
among  the  working  class  and  township 
poor  into  support  for  the  Zuma  ‘camp' 
of  the  ANC"  ("Permanent  Revolution 
vs.  ‘Two-Stage’  Stalinist  Betrayal.”  WV 
No.  875.  1 September  2006;  reprinted  in 
Spariocisl  South  Africa  No.  5.  Spring 
2007).  We  revolutionary  Trotskyists  are 
on  principle  opposed  to  the  Tripartite 
Alliance,  a nationalist  popular  front  that 
subordinates  the  interests  of  the  exploited 
and  the  oppressed  to  the  capitalist  ruling 
class.  This  is  a bourgeois  government . act- 
ing as  the  executive  committee  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  capitalist  class  as  a 
whole.  We  do  not  extend  any  political 
support  to  any  bourgeois  politician,  be  it 
Zuma.  Mbeki  or  Nelson  Mandela.  Nor 
would  we  run  for  an  executive  office  of 
the  capitalist  slate,  such  as  mayor  or 
president.  From  the  local  level  to  the 


national  government,  such  offices  are 
responsible  for  commanding  the  armed 
bodies  of  men — the  police,  prison  guards 
and  army — that  make  up  the  core  of  the 
capitalist  state. 

Spartacist  South  Africa,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
internationalist),  fights  to  break  the  pro- 
letariat and  oppressed  masses  from  the 
capitalist  Tripartite  Alliance  and  all  forms 
of  class  collaboration.  We  fight  to  build 
a Leninist-Trotskyist  workers  party  that 
stands  for  the  political  independence  of  the 
proletariat.  Along  the  lines  laid  out  by 
Leon  Trotsky’s  theory  of  permanent  revo- 
lution, we  say  that  the  liberation  of  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  requires  a prole- 
tarian revolution  that  overthrows  neo- 
apartheid  capitalism  and  establishes  a 
black-centred  workers  government  that 
would  expropriate  the  capitalist  class  and 
fight  to  extend  workers  rule  internation- 
ally, especially  to  the  imperialist  centres  of 
West  Europe.  North  America  and  Japan. 

SACP:  A Bourgeois 
Workers  Party 

Opposing  the  fight  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion. the  SACP  declares  that  "the  post- 
1994  democratic  state  is  not  inherently 
capitalist,  it  is.  in  fact,  a sharply  class- 
contested  reality"  (Bua  Komanisi!  Spe- 
cial Edition.  May  2006).  This  claptrap 
flies  in  the  face  of  the  teachings  of  Karl 
Marx.  Friedrich  Engels  and  V,  1.  Lenin, 
who  tirelessly  argued  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a class-neutral  "democracy”  and 
combated  illusions  that  the  state  can 
reconcile  the  counterposed  class  interests 
of  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat. 
Every  state  is  an  apparatus  of  repression 
protecting  the  social  interests  and  prop- 
erty forms  of  the  dominant  class.  Sum- 
ming up  the  lessons  of  the  Paris  Com- 
mune of  1 87 1 . Marx  and  Engels  declared: 
"The  working  class  cannot  simply  lay 
hold  of  the  ready-made  state  machinery 
and  wield  it  for  it.s  own  purposes”  (1872 
preface  to  the  German  edition  of  the 
Communist  Manifesto).  The  proletariat  can 
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Left:  ANC  president  Jacob  Zuma  (left)  with  SACP  general  secretary  Blade  Nzimande  and  COSATU  general  secretary 
Zwelinzima  Vavl.  Right:  Former  COSATU  president  Willie  Madisha  with  South  African  president  Thabo  Mbeki  (right). 


pro-capitalist  leadership  and  programme. 
There  is  growing  anger,  discontent  and 
ferment  at  the  base  of  the  SACP.  A revo- 
lutionary workers  party  will  be  built  in 
political  combat  against  the  SACP  and 
other  reformist  groups,  whose  best  ele- 
ments must  be  won  away  from  their  class- 
collaborationist  leaderships  to  the  Trot- 
skyist programme. 

SACP,  COSATU  Tops: 
Capitalism’s  Labour  Lieutenants 

By  virtue  of  its  role  in  production,  the 
proletariat  uniquely  has  the  ability  to 
withhold  its  labour  power  and  thereby 
turn  off  the  spigot  of  capitalist  profit.  This 
gives  it  the  potential  to  lead  all  the 
oppressed  to  shatter  the  capitalist  system 
of  exploitation,  seize  the  means  of  pro- 
duction and  build  a collectivised  econ- 
omy. Heavily  overlapping  the  COSATU 
bureaucracy,  the  SACP  leadership’s  serv- 
ices to  the  bourgeoisie  are  not  simply 
on  an  electoral  level.  It  has  been  instru- 
mental in  containing  labour  struggle, 
at  the  same  time  providing  ministers 
and  provincial  premiers  to  staff  the  ANC- 
led  government  and  its  repressive  state 
apparatus. 

The  SACP's  loyalty  to  the  bourgeois 
order  was  clearly  seen  in  the  1990 
Mercedes-Benz  South  Africa  strike  in 
East  London,  part  of  a massive  upsurge  in 
black  labour  struggle  during  the  waning 
years  of  apartheid.  Workers  occupying 
the  plant  ran  the  flags  of  the  ANC  and 
SACP.  recently  legalised  in  the  course  of 
"power-sharing"  negotiations  with  the 
apartheid  rulers,  up  the  company  flag- 
poles. Recoiling  in  horror  over  this  dis- 
play of  the  workers'  social  power,  late 
SACP  leader  Joe  Slovo  and  National 
Union  of  Metal  Workers  of  South  Africa 
(NUMSA)  head  Moses  Mayekiso  flew  in 
at  the  company’s  request  to  get  the  strik- 
ers back  to  work.  As  we  warned  in  “South 
Africa  and  Permanent  Revolution”  {Black 


ides  of  the  RDP  were  supposedly  re- 
versed with  the  implementation  of  the 
1996  Growth.  Employment  and  Redis- 
tribution programme  (GEAR).  The  SACP 
holds  up  the  RDP  as  "proof’  that  an 
ANC-Ied  government  can  be  pressured  to 
serve  the  interests  of  the  working  class. 
This  is  premised  on  a lying  denial  of  the 
class  character  of  the  Tripartite  Alliance: 
a bourgeois  government  that  serves  capi- 
talist interests.  The  same  fairy  tale  is 
pushed  by  reformists  like  the  Democratic 
Socialist  Movement  which  claims  that  up 
until  the  introduction  of  GEAR,  the  ANC 
could  have  been  won  to  socialism! 

As  we  noted  in  our  press  at  the  time, 
the  RDP’s  promise  of  reforms  was  a total 
sham  ("Mandela  Regime  Cracks  Down 
on  Black  Labor.”  WVNo.  637.  19  January 
1 996).  The  supposedly  progressive  period 
of  the  RDP  largely  coincided  with  the  first 
post-apartheid  regime,  the  Government  of 
National  Unity,  a coalition  between  the 
Tripartite  Alliance  and  the  white  Nation- 
alist Party  of  F.  W,  De  Klerk.  It  was  in  this 
context  in  1995  that  a militant  munici- 
pal workers  strike  was  fired  on  by  the 
cops,  and  a national  nurses  strike  took 
place.  With  nurses  denouncing  Mandela 
as  "the  driver  of  the  gravy  train,"  a num- 
ber of  SACP  and  COSATU  bureaucrats 
denounced  the  strike  as  "counterrevolu- 
tionary." The  strike  was  broken  and  6,000 
nurses  were  dismissed  by  the  Eastern 
Cape  provincial  government  headed  by 
the  late  Raymond  Mhlaba.  who  was 
SACP  national  chairman  at  the  lime! 
This  was  followed  in  2000  by  the  crush- 
ing of  a wildcat  strike  at  Volkswagen 
in  Uitenhage.  near  Port  Elizabeth.  After 
Thabo  Mbeki,  addressing  Parliament, 
denounced  the  strike  as  "illegal  and 
unjustified,"  SACP  leader  Blade  Nzi- 
mande called  his  speech  "very  unifying." 
The  SACP-dominated  NUMSA  bureauc- 
racy mobilised  to  break  the  strike.  More 
than  1,300  workers  were  fired,  and  200 
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minority  living  in  First  World  conditions 
and  the  mass  of  the  black  populace  living 
in  Third  World  poverty  continues  to  exist. 
To  justify  its  rule,  the  Tripartite  Alliance 
promotes  the  ideology  of  nationalism — 
the  false  belief  that  the  black  African  peo- 
ple. brutally  oppressed  by  the  white  rul- 
ers. all  have  a common  interest  that  stands 
higher  than  class  divisions.  The  SACP 
packages  this  class  collaborationism  as 
the  "national  democratic  revolution.”  a 
version  of  the  Menshevik-Stalinist  pro- 
gramme of  "two-stage  revolution.” 

The  false  consciousness  of  national- 
ism, now  reinforced  by  the  replacement 
of  the  arrogant  technocrat  Mbeki  by  the 
populist  Zuma,  is  the  glue  holding  the 
Tripartite  Alliance  together  and  the  big- 
gest obstacle  to  winning  advanced  work- 
ers to  a Marxist  viewpoint.  A crystal  clear 
example  is  the  notion  spread  by  the 
SACP.  COSATU  leaders  and  other  refor- 
mists that  black  police  in  post-apartheid 
South  Africa  are  the  workers’  friends. 
This  illusion  is  reinforced  by  the  fact  that 
some  cops  in  the  "new”  South  Africa 
formerly  served  as  armed  fighters  in  the 
ANC’s  struggle  against  apartheid.  Black 
cops  under  apartheid  were  despised 
becau.se  they  were  correctly  seen  as  serv- 
ing the  interests  of  the  oppressor.  But 
now.  the  line  of  the  ANC  and  its  refor- 
mist supporters  is  that  the  stale,  with 
its  majority-black  "democratic”  govern- 
ment, serves  the  masses.  So  a white  cop 
may  still  be  a racist  Boer  but  a black  cop 
is  your  "comrade.”  Meanwhile,  they’re 
doing  the  same  thing:  breaking  strikes 
and  firing  rubber  bullets  at  township  and 
student  protesters.  The  police  are  paid 
enforcers  of  racist  capitalist  rule.  In  South 
Africa  and  elsewhere,  the  ICL  demands: 
Cops  out  of  the  labour  movement! 

The  reformist  SACP,  with  its  decades 
of  deeply  ingrained  class  collaboration, 
is  an  obstacle  to  the  fight  to  forge  a 
revolutionary  leadership  of  the  proletariat 
and  the  oppressed  masses.  The  SACP  is 
what  Lenin  called  a bourgeois  workers 
parly,  with  a working-class  base  and  a 


ist  Decay”:  “Either  the  trade  unions  of 
our  time  will  serve  as  secondary  instru- 
ments of  imperialist  capital  to  subordi- 
nate and  discipline  the  Avorkcrs  and  to 
obstruct  the  revolulitm  or,  on  the  contrary, 
the  unions  will  become  tools  of  the  revo- 
lutionary movement  of  the  proletariat  " 
There  must  be  a new,  class-struggle  lead- 
ership of  the  union  movement  committed 
to  the  independence  of  the  working  class 
from  the  capitalist  state.  Forging  such  a 
leadership  is  inseparable  from  the  fight 
to  build  a revolutionary  workers  party 
through  breaking  the  proletariat  from  the 
Tripartite  Alliance. 

The  Popular  Front:  Not  a Tactic 
but  the  Greatest  of  Crimes 

At  the  Polokwane  congress.  SACP 
national  officers  took  positions  at  the  very 
top  of  the  ANC.  These  are  the  fruits  of  the 
long  drawn-out  call  on  workers  to  "swell 
the  ranks  of  the  ANC.”  which  plays  on 
illusions  that  the  working  class  can  gain 
"hegemony"  within  the  Tripartite  Alli- 
ance. As  part  of  the  ANC-led  government, 
the  SACP  tops  bear  responsibility  for  the 
government's  attacks  on  workers  and  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  criminal  neglect  of 
those  suffering  from  AIDS  and  HIV. 

The  ANC/SACP/COSATU  alliance  is 
a nationalist  popular  front,  a bourgeois 
formation.  As  described  in  the  Spartacist 
pamphlet.  The  Stalin  School  of  Falsifi- 
cation Revisited,  "The  popular  front  is 
nothing  more  than  an  expression  of  the 
theories  and  practices  of  class  collabora- 
tion— a bloc  of  organizations  and  parties 
representing  various  classes  on  the  basis 
of  a common  program,  the  defense  of 
bourgeois  democracy.”  In  the  popular 
front,  the  reformist  workers  parlies  accept 
the  limits  of  the  programme  of  their  capi- 
talist "ally."  The  SACP/COSATU  alliance 
with  the  ANC  means  the  subordination  of 
the  independent  interests  of  the  prole- 
tariat to  those  of  bourgeois  nationalism. 
The  Tripartite  Alliance  chains  the  work- 
ers to  their  class  enemies  where  the  capi- 
talists and  black  elites  are  the  riders  and 
the  workers  are  the  horses.  This  will  con- 
tinue under  Zuma. 

In  Russia,  after  the  February  1917 
Revolution,  when  the  tsar's  government 
collapsed,  the  reformist  Mensheviks  sup- 
ported the  liberal  bourgeois  Provisional 
Government  and  later  joined  it.  forming  a 
popular-front  government  (though  the  term 
did  not  exist  at  the  time).  Lenin  waged  a 
merciless  political  struggle  against  the 
Mensheviks  and  those  in  the  Bolshevik 
Party  who  conciliated  them.  This  was  cru- 
cial in  preparing  the  Bolsheviks  to  lead 
the  October  Revolution,  which  created  a 
workers  state.  It  was  in  this  period  that 
Lenin  programmatically  converged  with 
Trotsky,  whose  perspective  of  permanent 
revolution  laid  out  that  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution would  succeed  only  as  a proletarian 
revolution,  supported  by  the  poor  peas- 
antry and  fighting  for  international  exten- 
sion. Although  betrayed  and  ultimately 
sold  out  by  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  that 
usurped  political  power  from  the  prole- 
tariat beginning  in  1923-24.  the  Octo- 
ber Revolution  contains  crucial  lessons 
for  the  fight  for  proletarian  revolution  in 
South  Africa  and  internationally  (see  "The 
Development  and  Extension  of  Leon  Trot- 
sky's Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution." 
WV  Nos.  9(}l-904,  26  October.  9 Novem- 
ber. 23  November  and  7 December  2007). 

The  history  of  the  international  working- 
class  struggle  against  capitalist  wage  slav- 
ery abounds  with  betrayals  by  Stalinism, 
whose  anti-Marxist  dogma  of  "socialism 
in  one  country"  meant  pursuit  of  the 
pipe  dream  of  "peaceful  coexistence” 
with  world  imperialism  and  opposition  to 
the  struggle  for  international  socialist 
revolution.  In  many  cases  workers  paid 
with  their  blood  for  the  treacherous  poli- 
cies of  their  leaders.  An  example  was  the 
Second  Chinese  Revolution  of  1925-27, 
where  Stalin’s  Comintern  ordered  the 
Chinese  Communists  to  liquidate  into  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  Guomindang  (GMD). 
which  led  to  a bloody  massacre  of  Com- 
munists and  militant  workers  by  the  GMD. 
In  1935.  with  the  elaboration  of  the 
"Popular  Front"  at  the  Seventh  (and  last) 
Congress  of  the  Comintern,  the  Stalinists 


explicitly  and  officially  embraced  the 
programme  of  class  collaboration  with  the 
"democratic”  bourgeoisies.  Popular-front 
betrayals  were  committed  in  France  and 
Spain  in  the  1930s.  in  Chile  in  the  1970s 
and  elsewhere.  Time  and  again,  opportu- 
nities for  workers  revolution  were  squan- 
dered by  the  Stalinist  misleaders.  In  1936. 
Trotsky  characterised  the  popular  front  as 
the  "main  question  of  proletarian  class 
strategy  for  this  epoch.  It  also  offers  the 
best  criterion  for  the  difference  between 
Bolshevism  and  Menshevism"  { The  Span- 
ish Revolution.  I9SJ-39). 

Uses  and  Misuses  of  Race  and 
Class  in  South  Africa 

The  SACP  uses  the  historical  overlap 
between  race  and  class  in  South  Africa  to 
justify  its  class-collaborationist  alliance 
with  the  ANC.  which  dates  back  to  deci- 
sions made  at  the  1928  Sixth  Congress  of 
the  Stalinised  Communist  International. 
This  overlap  derives  from  the  fact  that  the 
European  colonial-settler  rulers  did  not 
allow  the  development  of  a black  African 
property-owning  class.  After  the  discov- 
ery of  diamonds  and  gold  in  the  second 
half- of  the  19th  century,  the  capitalist 
class  made  fabulous  profits  in  mining  and 
other  industries  off  the  brutal  exploitation 
of  black,  coloured  and  Indian  workers. 

It  was  not  until  the  height  of  the  anti- 
apartheid  struggle  in  the  1980s.  which 
was  marked  especially  by  the  militancy  of 
black  labour,  that  the  white  rulers  came  to 
understand  the  importance  of  developing 
a black  petty  bourgeoisie  as  a buffer 
between  the  impoverished  black  majority 
and  the  privileged  white  minority.  This 
began  to  take  place  before  the  post- 1994 
procession  of  ANC  cronies  riding  the 
gravy  train,  The  appetite  by  a layer  of 
blacks  to  be  integrated  into  the  dominant 
white  capitalist  class  was  prevalent  at  the 
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1912  founding  of  the  ANC,  which  was 
dominated  by  tribal  chiefs,  lawyers  and 
other  representatives  of  the  black  elite. 

The  ANC’s  1955  Freedom  Charter, 
which  many  SACPers  uphold  as  a “social- 
ist" document,  makes  no  reference  to 
socialism  or  to  the  working  class  taking 
power.  Raising  basic  democratic  demands 
like  "one  man.  one  vote"  and  equality 
before  the  law.  it  called  for  the  country’s 
mineral  wealth,  banks  and  monopolies  to 
"be  transferred  to  the  ownership  of  the 
people  as  a whole."  While  many  point  to 
this  as  a demand  to  nationalise  indus- 
try and  the  land,  this  was  a nationalist- 
populist  call  that  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  socialist  expropriation  of  the  capitalist 
class.  At  bottom,  the  Charter  sought  to 
advance  the  creation  of  a black  capital- 
ist class.  In  any  event,  Mandela  & Co. 
dropped  all  talk  of  nationalisations  soon 
after  “power-sharing"  negotiations  got 
under  way.  Today,  while  the  Alliance 
government  trumpets  its  "black  economic 
empowerment”  schemes,  the  black  "credit 
card  millionaires"  remain  indebted  to  the 
banks  and  their  white  sponsors.  Hence 
financial  corruption  has  become  the  main 
avenue  of  capital  accumulation  for  the 
small  layer  of  black  exploiters. 

During  the  1980s  there  were  huge  con- 
frontations between  the  apartheid  regime 
and  the  oppressed  masses.  While  defend- 
ing the  courageous  anti-apartheid  fight- 
ers against  state  repression,  we  stressed 
that  "the  ANC’s  policy  of  ‘making  the 
townships  ungovernable’  is  designed  to 
pressure,  not  overthrow,  the  white  rul- 


January  2000:  After 
more  than  4,000 
workers  at  Volkswagen 
plant  near  Port 
Elizabeth  staged 
wildcat  strike  in 
defense  of  suspended 
shop  stewards  from 
NUMSA  metal  workers 
union,  the  South 
African  Communist 
Party-dominated 
NUMSA  bureaucracy 
mobilized  to  break 
strike.  Over  1,300 
workers  were  fired  and 
200  armed  cops 
occupied  surrounding 
townships  to  suppress 
resistance. 


ing  class”  ("Smash  Apartheid!  For  Work- 
ers Revolution !"  WV  No.  395.  1 7 January 
1 986).  Simultaneously  the  ANC  had  em- 
barked on  a campaign  to  persuade  the 
Western  capitalists  to  divest  from  South 
Africa.  In  1994  the  ANC  did  consummate 
its  aspirations  to  share  power  with  the 
while  racist  ruling  class.  Many  complain 
today  that  the  ANC  in  power  has  aban- 
doned its  "revolutionary”  past.  But  what 
the  ANC  is  doing  is  the  logical  outcome 
of  its  bourgeois-nationalist  programme. 
In  overseeing  the  exploitation  of  "their” 
own  working  people,  they  have  acted  in  a 
fashion  not  qualitatively  different  from 
what  was  done  by  other  former  bourgeois- 
national  liberation  movements,  such  as 
those  in  Algeria  or  Zimbabwe. 

A key  factor  in  the  ANC  coalition’s 
accession  to  power  was  the  1 99 1 -92  coun- 
terrevolutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  which  for  decades  had  supported 
the  ANC  materially  and  diplomatically. 
As  the  Stalinist  regime  of  Mikhail  Gorba- 


Execution  of  Chinese 
Communist  in  1927, 
one  of  thousands 
massacred  following 
coup  by  Guomindang 
(GMD)  leader  Chiang 
Kai-shek.  Stalinists 
subordinated 
proletariat  to 
bourgeois-nationalist 
GMD  during  1925-27 
Chinese  Revolution 
and  ordered 
Communists  to  join 
GMD,  leading  to 
bloody  massacre  of 
Communists  and 
militant  workers. 


chev  fell  apart,  and  in  the  context  of  mili- 
tant labour  struggles  in  South  Africa,  the 
ANC  embraced  "power  sharing"  with  the 
racist  apartheid  rulers,  a section  of  whom 
accepted  that  ANC  rule  no  longer  threat- 
ened the  while  economic  oligarchy. 

The  road  to  genuine  national  and  social 
liberation  in  South  Africa  is  laid  out  by 
Trotsky’s  theory  of  permanent  revolution, 
which  is  based  on  the  understanding  that 
the  bourgeoisie  in  countries  of  belated 
capitalist  development  is  too  weak,  de- 
pendent on  the  imperialists  and  fearful  of 
the  masses  to  carry  out  the  democratic 
tasks  associated  with  the  classic  bour- 
geois revolutions  in  England  and  France. 
Only  proletarian  socialist  revolution  can 
satisfy  the  acutely  felt  needs  for  social 
and  economic  justice  for  the  oppressed 
majority.  This  perspective  is  powerfully 
captured  in  Trotsky’s  20  April  1 935  letter 
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to  his  South  African  supporters:  “Insofar 
as  a victorious  revolution  will  radically 
change  not  only  the  relation  between  the 
classes,  but  also  between  the  races,  and 
will  assure  to  the  blacks  that  place  in  the 
state  which  corresponds  to  their  numbers, 
insofar  will  the  social  revolution  in  South 
Africa  also  have  a national  character" 
(quoted  in  the  1997  ICL  pamphlet.  Polem- 
ics on  the  South  African  Left). 

The  task  of  national  emancipation 
requires  the  proletarian  seizure  of  power 
and  the  establishment  of  a black-centred 
workers  government,  which  would  fight 
like  hell  to  extend  socialist  revolution 
internationally.  "Black-centred"  precisely 
means  that  it  is  not  racially  exclusive  but 
includes  a full  role  and  democratic  rights 
for  coloureds.  Indians  and  those  whites 
prepared  to  live  under  a government 
based  centrally  on  the  black  African  toil- 
ers. As  we  have  noted; 

"Instead  of  the  mass  starvation  and  inter- 
necine tribal  strife  which  have  marked 
the  ‘independent’  neocolonial  states  of 
black  Africa,  proletarian  class  rule  in 
South  Africa  will  open  the  way  to  social- 
ist construction,  based  on  the  higher  lev- 
els of  industry  and  culture,  in  which 
whites  will  also  have  a necessary  place.... 
South  Africa  is  the  one  place  in  sub- 
Saharan  Africa  where  there  is  the  pos- 
sibility for  a workers  state,  because  here 
the  black  population  has  been  partially 
absorbed,  at  the  bottom,  into  a mod- 
ern industrialized  society  which  can. 
based  on  the  revolutionary  reorganiza- 
tion of  society,  provide  a decent  life  for 
its  citizens.” 

— "South  Africa:  Razor's  Edge.” 
Vt'V'No.  376  (5  April  1985). 
reprinted  in  Black  History  and  the 
Class  Struggle  No.  8 (July  1991) 

We  have  defended  our  call  for  a black- 
centred  workers  government  against  the 
Workers  International  Vanguard  League, 
an  organisation  based  in  the  Western  Cape 
that  is  characterised  by  a kind  of  "col- 
oured nationalism"  and  that  buys  into  the 
big  lie  that  national  liberation  and  racial 
equality  can  be  achieved  under  capitalism 
(see  "A  Reply  to  the  Workers  Interna- 
tional Vanguard  League”  in  our  1 998  pam- 
phlet Hate  Trotskyism,  Hate  the  Spartacists 
No.  1 ).  Against  the  capitalists’  divide-and- 
rule  policies  that  pit  sections  of  the  work- 
ing class  against  each  other  on  colour, 
national  and  tribal  lines,  our  call  promotes 
the  class  unity  of  the  proletariat,  from  the 
black  miners  to  the  large  concentrations 
of  the  coloured  and  Indian  working  class 
in  the  Western  Cape  and  the  city  of  Dur- 
ban and  its  surroundings,  respectively. 
It  also  fights  against  tribal  divisions 
among  black  Africans,  which  were  artifi- 
cially maintained  and  reinforced  under 
apartheid  but  which  continue  to  be  felt. 

continued  on  page  8 
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San  Francisco,  November  1984:  International  Longshore  and  Warehouse 
Union  Militant  Caucus  supporters  man  picket  line  calling  for  solid  union  action 
to  shut  down  all  work  on  cargo  aboard  South  African  ship  Nedlloyd  Kimber- 
ley. The  Militant  Caucus,  whose  work  the  Spartacist  League  supported,  fought 
for  international  labor  boycott  of  all  cargo  to  or  from  South  Africa  in  solidar- 
ity with  black  South  African  workers  struggle  against  apartheid. 


South  Africa... 

(coniinued  from  page  7) 

An  ominous  example  was  seen  recently 
in  Welkom.  Orange  Free  State,  when  the 
National  Union  of  Mineworkers.  South 
Africa’s  most  powerful  industrial  union, 
became  bitterly  divided  along  tribal  lines. 

In  reviving  the  call  for  a black-centred 
workers  government,  we  note  that  we 
incorrectly  stopped  using  this  slogan  after 
200I.  This  deprived  us  of  a crucial 
weapon  in  combating  the  illusion  that 
the  "national  democratic  revolution  ” has 
achieved  a "rainbow  nation"  based  on 
the  ANC’s  celebrated  doctrine  of  "non- 
racialism."  Not  a day  passes  in  the  "new” 
South  Africa  without  a horrible  exam- 
ple of  continued  racist  oppression.  In 
mid  January,  an  1 8-year-old  white  youth 
killed  four  black  people  and  injured 
nine  in  a shooting  spree  at  the  Skierlik 
squatter  camp  in  North  West  province. 
More  recently  came  the  revelation  of  a 
video  shot  last  year  by  four  white  stu- 
dents at  the  University  of  the  Free  State, 
a stronghold  of  right-wing  Afrikaners, 
that  showed  them  grotesquely  abusing 
older  black  workers  on  the  campus, 
including  by  feeding  them  urine-spiked 
food-  This  was  part  of  a campaign  lasting 
more  than  a decade  against  integrating 
university  residences. 

The  ANC  and 
Neo-Apartheid  Capitalism 

In  rallying  support  forZuma.  the  SACP 
and  COSATU  misleaders  point  to  his  ple- 
beian background  and  history  as  a central 
leader  of  Umkhonto  we  Sizwe.  the  ANC’s 
military  wing,  during  the  anti-apartheid 
struggle.  Zuma.  who  spent  ten  years  on 
Robben  Island  as  a political  prisoner, 
often  sings  the  Umkhonto  song,  “Awu- 
leth’  Umshini  Wami"  (Bring  Me  My 
Machine  Gun),  at  his  public  appearances. 

After  he  was  ousted  as  deputy  presi- 
dent. Zuma  began  playing  to  the  anger  at 
the  base  of  the  ANC  over  Mbeki's  purg- 
ing and  silencing  of  his  opponents,  por- 
traying himself  as  concerned  with  work- 
ers and  the  poor.  While  Mbeki  is  viewed 
as  wanting  to  move  toward  breaking  the 
ANC  from  the  SACP  and  COSATU.  Zuma 
has  repeatedly  asserted  the  importance 
of  maintaining  the  Tripartite  Alliance.  At 
last  year's  SACP  congress.  Zuma  liberally 
quoted  from  the  Communist  Manifesto 
and  thanked  the  party  for  helping  educate 
him.  COSATU  general  secretary  Zwelin- 
zima  Vavi  recently  told  the  Mail  <&  Guard- 
ian (29  February).  “We  have  never  pre- 
sented Zuma  as  a socialist  who  will  lead  a 
socialist  revolution  or  a messiah  with  a 
magic  wand.  But  we  are  comfortable  with 
his  leadership  style;  he  is  humble  and 
accessible." 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  Polokwane  con- 
gress. Zuma  travelled  around  the  world  in 
an  attempt  to  reassure  capitalists  that  he 
would  not  change  government  policy. 
More  recently  he  suggested  to  the  Finan- 
cial Mail,  a mouthpiece  for  the  capital- 
ists. that  South  Africa  might  need 
to  reform  its  labour  regulations — i.e., 
squeeze  even  more  out  of  the  workers. 
After  catching  heal  from  the  union  tops. 
Zuma  turned  around  to  declare  that  he 
would  "lay  down  his  life"  for  the  workers. 
But  when  the  public  workers  strike  polar- 


ised the  country  last  June.  Zuma  did  not 
even  express  support  for  the  strikers. 

Zuma  is  a bourgeois  populist  politi- 
cian. claiming  to  represent  the  interests  of 
the  people.  But  “the  people”  are  divided 
into  classes  with  counterposed  interests. 
The  two  fundamental  classes  in  modem 
society  are  the  bourgeoisie,  whose  inter- 
ests Zuma  represents,  and  the  proletariat. 
If  Zuma  becomes  president,  he  will  be  the 
head  of  the  capitalist  state  that  exists  to 
suppress  the  working  class  and  the  poor 
on  behalf  of  the  bosses. 

Even  within  the  framework  of  bour- 
geois politics,  there  is  nothing  inherently 
progressive  about  populism.  Populist  ap- 
peals frequently  incorporate  heavy  doses 
of  bigotry,  appealing  to  backward  alti- 
tudes pervasive  in  capitalist  society.  Thus 
Zuma  openly  expres.ses  contempt  for 
women  and  homosexuals.  Notoriously, 
during  his  2006  trial  on  rape  charges, 
which  resulted  in  his  acquittal,  he  ignor- 
antly said  that  he  look  a shower  after 
having  sex  with  an  HIV-positive  woman 
to  prevent  him  from  becoming  infected! 
Mbeki,  meanwhile,  is  infamous  for  deny- 
ing that  HIV  causes  AIDS. 

Zuma  has  also  called  to  get  lough  on 
crime,  which  we  communists  understand 
to  be  a code  word  used  to  prepare  pub- 
lic opinion  for  further  attacks  against 
the  poor  and  unemployed,  and  especially 
their  immigrant  components.  He  has  said 
that  there  should  be  a referendum  on 
bringing  back  the  death  penalty  if  enough 
South  Africans  express  their  support — a 
previously  taboo  issue  among  ANC  lead- 
ers given  the  horrors  of  executions  as  a 
tool  of  apartheid  repression.  Moreover, 
the  death  penalty  would  be  used  as  a 
weapon  against  perceived  political  oppo- 
nents of  the  bourgeoisie,  ultimately  the 
proletariat  and  its  vanguard.  We  are  op- 
posed to  the  death  penalty  as  a matter  of 
principle.  We  do  not  accord  the  state  the 
right  to  determine  who  lives  or  dies. 

Zuma  also  partakes  in  Zulu  traditional- 
ist practices  such  as  polygamy  and  main- 
tains lies  to  the  Zulu  royal  family.  Many 
Zulus  and  others  saw  Zuma's  dismissal  in 
2005  as  an  anti-Zulu  plot  by  Mbeki  and 
other  Xhosa  central  leaders  of  the  ANC. 
The  ANC  is  not  a tribalist  organisation;  it 
represents  the  interests  of  the  (overwhelm- 


ingly white)  capitalist  class  against  work- 
ers of  all  racial  and  ethnic  groups;  Zulu, 
Xhosa  and  other  black  Africans.  Indians, 
coloureds  and  whites.  However,  the  work- 
ings of  capitalism  ensure  that  tribal  divi- 
sions are  maintained  and  fostered  under 
the  ANC/SACP/COSATU  government. 

Lately  Zuma  has  been  running  from  one 
court  to  another  to  fend  off  revived  and 
expanded  criminal  corruption,  racketeer- 
ing, money  laundering  and  fraud  charges. 
The  charges  came  down  shortly  after 
Zuma’s  victory  at  Polokwane.  feeding  the 
view  that  Mbeki  was  using  stale  institu- 
tions to  avenge  his  defeat.  COSATU  and 
the  SACP  have  rallied  behind  Zuma  over 
the  case,  calling  to  drop  the  charges.  If 
Zuma  is  convicted  at  his  trial,  scheduled 
for  August,  he  could  be  prevented  from 
taking  office  as  South  Africa’s  president 
following  the  2009  parliamentary  elec- 
tions. There  is  already  talk  about  the  ANC 
replacing  Zuma  with  his  deputy.  Kgalema 
Motlanthe.  if  this  happens. 

Our  position  is  that  the  working  class 
has  no  interest  in  taking  a position  on  the 
charges  against  Zuma  per  se.  The  whole 
affair  reeks  of  bourgeois  hypocrisy.  South 
Africa's  government  is  corrupt  from  top  to 
bottom,  as  is  every  other  capitalist  gov- 
ernment on  the  face  of  the  earth.  From 
our  Marxist  standpoint,  the  worst  cor- 
ruption is  the  political  corruption  repre- 
sented by  the  SACP/COSATU  mislead- 
ers’ tying  the  proletariat  to  its  class  enemy 
in  the  name  of  the  "national  democratic 
revolution.” 

Left  Tails  of  Tripartite  Alliance 

Spartacist  South  Africa  is  unique  in 
calling  to  break  with  the  Tripartite  Alli- 
ance and  to  build  a Bolshevik  workers 
party.  In  contrast,  the  activity  of  the 
reformist  left  is  firmly  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Alliance,  reinforcing  the 
political  chains  binding  the  masses  to  neo- 
apartheid capitalism. 

At  the  SACP  12ih  National  Congress, 
dissidents  centred  in  Gauteng  and  East- 
ern Cape  provinces  put  forward  a resolu- 
tion that  the  party  run  its  own  candi- 
dates in  the  2009  parliamentary  elections, 
separate  from  the  ANC  slate.  The  argu- 
ment that  this  would  represent  a form  of 
working-class  independence  was  a sham. 
The  resolution  explicitly  asserted  that  the 
"revolutionary  alliance  led  by  the  ANC" 
is  "an  historic  and  important  alliance  that 
should  be  preserved."  This  meant  that  the 
SACP  would  continue  to  serve  in  the  capi- 
talist government  but  as  part  of  a coali- 
tion with  the  ANC  rather  than  as  ANC 
ministers.  The  resolution’s  backers  in- 
cluded SACP  cadres  who  claim  to  oppose 
the  ANC  but  have  actively  suppressed 
workers  struggles  on  behalf  of  the  Alli- 
ance. not  least  by  helping  break  the  2000 
Volkswagen  strike. 

Some  left  groups  criticise  the  SACP  for 
its  open  embrace  of  Zuma  while  calling 
for  mass  pressure  on  Zuma’s  ANC  to  sup- 
posedly force  it  to  be  responsive  to  the 
workers  and  the  poor.  This  viewpoint  is 
shared  by  some  elements  of  the  journal 
Amandla,  which  has  ties  to  both  the  SACP 
and  to  bourgeois  academics  like  Noam 
Chomsky  and  other  spokesmen  for  the 


popular-frontist  World  Social  Forum 
(WSF).  An  Amandla  (20  January)  edito- 
rial on  the  Polokwane  congress  com- 
plained that  "the  leadership  struggle  has 
produced  no  candidate  with  an  alternative 
to  the  social  liberal  or  pro  market  policies 
implemented  by  Mbeki.”  Covering  up  the 
bourgeois  character  of  the  ANC.  it  went 
on  to  say  that  "a  popular  tsunami"  was 
necessary  for  "disentangling  the  ANC 
from  the  many  threads  binding  the 
organisation,  some  <if  its  leading  members 
and  its  policies  to  big  business."  Rather 
than  calling  to  break  from  the  ANC, 
Amandla  is  simply  seeking  to  apply  pres- 
sure to  reform  this  bourgeois-nationalist 
organisation. 

The  same  basic  line  is  offered  by  the 
WSF-affiliated  Anti-Privatisation  Forum 
(APF).  the  Keep  Left!  organisation  asso- 
ciated with  the  British  Socialist  Workers 
Party  of  the  late  Tony  Cliff  and  the  Dem- 
ocratic Socialist  Movement  (DSM)  of 
Peter  Taaffe’s  Committee  for  a Workers’ 
International  (CWI).  The  APF.  to  which 
Keep  Left!  is  affiliated  and  whose  hon- 
chos include  Trevor  Ngwane  and  former 
SACPer  Dale  McKinley,  is  financed  by 
capitalist  institutions  like  Oxfam  (Can- 
ada) and  War  on  Want,  which  receives 
funding  from  the  European  Union  imperi- 
alists. This  is  totally  in  keeping  with  the 
World  Social  Forum,  whose  backers  in- 
clude such  bulwarks  of  the  capitalist  order 
as  the  Ford  Foundation  and  a number  of 
bourgeois  government  leaders.  The  APF 
has  always  played  the  role  of  a left  tail  on 
the  Tripartite  Alliance,  advising  it  on  how 
to  implement  capitalism  supposedly  with 
a human  face. 

At  a 26  January  WSF  “day  of  action" 
in  Johannesburg.  Keep  Left!  leader  Alan 
Goatley  shared  the  stage  with  SACP  Gau- 
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Protesters  In  Durban  march  in  2003  to 
demand  affordable  retroviral  drugs. 
ANC-led  government  denies  millions 
of  HiV/AIDS  patients  access  to  such 
medication. 

teng  provincial  secretary  Zico  Tamela  and 
others.  With  no  words  of  criticism,  they 
gloated  about  their  renewed  unity  follow- 
ing the  ANC  congress.  Keep  Left!  voted 
for  the  Tripartite  Alliance  government  in 
1 994  and  1 999  and  during  that  time  made 
an  entry  into  the  SACP,  which  did  not 
last.  These  Cliffites  entered  the  SACP 
based  on  their  shared  embrace  of  neo- 
apartheid rule  and  the  proposition  that 
now  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  no  more, 
they  could  mix  banners  with  this  Stalinist 
party.  These  shameless  anti-Communists 
enthusiastically  supported  the  counter- 
revolutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  reformists’  subservience  to  the 
Tripartite  Alliance  was  displayed  at  a 23 
February  public  meeting  in  Soweto  fea- 
turing speakers  from  the  APF-affiliaied 
Socialist  Group,  the  Soweto  Electricity 
Crisis  Committee,  a greater  Johannes- 
burg SACP  district.  Keep  Left!  and  the 
DSM.  While  the  meeting  was  titled  “Is 
Jacob  Zuma  an  Answer  to  the  Workers' 
Struggles?"  the  only  clear  "No!”  came 
Irom  Spartacist  supporters  and  several 
others  who  intervened  during  the  tloor 
discussion  period.  In  contrast.  Keep  Left! 
spokesman  Claire  Ceruti  bragged.  “We 
brought  Mbeki  down”  and  proclaimed 
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(hat  without  mass  protests.  Zuma  “will 
almost  surely  betray  us." 

DSM  speaker  Wei/man  Hamilton  de- 
scribed how  his  organisation  spent  nearly 
two  decades  as  the  Marxist  Workers’ 
Tendency  inside  the  bourgeois  ANC. 
which  (hey  only  left  in  1996,  when, 
he  said,  the  adoption  of  GEAR  suppos- 
edly marked  the  ■‘turning  point  in  the 
transformation  of  the  ANC  into  the  con- 
scious agent  of  capital."  The  DSM/CWl’s 
political  support  to  capitalist  parties 
and  governments  extends  to  Venezuela’s 
nationalist  populist  strongman  Hugo 
Chdvez.  (he  bourgeois  Green  Party  in 
(he  U.S.  and  far  beyond.  Hamilton  cyni- 
cally intoned  that  the  ANC  was  never  a 
working-class  organisation.  As  one  older 
black  man  said  during  the  discussion 
period,  why  are  we  being  told  now.  after 
all  those  years  of  supporting  (he  ANC. 
that  it  is  capitalist  and  that  we  need 
socialism? 

Hamilton  repeatedly  raised  the  call  on 
COSATU  to  form  a "mass  workers  party." 
This  is  not  a call  to  break  with  class  col- 
laborationism  but  a pitch  for  a new  refor- 
mist party.  The  COSATU  bureaucrats 
already  have  a "mass  workers  party":  the 
SACP.  Together  (hey  act  to  police  the 
working  class  and  township  masses  on 
behalf  of  the  capitalist  rulers.  Speaking 
from  the  floor.  Trevor  Ngwane  of  the 
Socialist  Group  echoed  the  DSM's  pitch 
and  stated  that  such  a party  would  mainly 
provide  an  electoral  alternative  to  the  Tri- 
partite Alliance. 

Spartacist  comrades  intervened  to  put 
forward  our  programmatic  opposition  to 
the  nationalist  popular  front  and  the  ref- 
ormist left  that  tails  it.  One  comrade 
noted  that  the  bourgeoisie  deals  with 
opposition  not  only  through  repression 
but  also  through  co-optation.  Pointing  to 
the  WSF/APF  as  exemplifying  the  latter, 
she  described  these  formations  as  prod- 
ucts of  the  counterrevolutionary  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Union  and  "death  of 
communism”  ideology. 

Another  Spartacist  speaker  denounced 
Keep  Leftl’s  line  that  cops  are  workers, 
stating  that  this  tramples  on  the  Marxist 
understanding  of  the  capitalist  slate.  Ceruti 
responded  by  indicating  a member  of  the 
main  police  “union"  in  the  audience,  say- 
ing. “I’m  very  glad  that  the  comrade  from 
POPCRU  is  here"  and  that  “police  are  also 
people."  The  DSM  is  known  for  support- 
ing strikes  by  security  guards,  prison 
guards  and  cops,  while  a number  of  SACP 
dissidents  who  swear  allegiance  to  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat  are  involved  in 
organising  police  "unions." 

Leninist  Party: 

Tribune  of  the  People 

In  fighting  to  build  a revolutionary 
workers  party,  we  raise  transitional  de- 
mands that  link  the  immediate,  felt  needs 
of  the  masses  to  the  proletarian  seizure  of 
state  power.  Such  demands  can  link  the 
township  poor,  who  are  often  the  most 
combative  in  fighting  for  their  needs  but 
who  lack  social  power,  with  the  industrial 
proletariat,  which  has  its  hands  directly 
on  the  means  of  production.  The  SACP 
and  COSATU  misleaders  treacherously 
keep  the  township  protests  isolated  from 
labour  struggle,  which  is  not  surprising 
given  that  they  are  part  of  the  government 
enforcing  service  cut-offs. 

To  deal  with  the  astronomically  high 
levels  of  unemployment  especially  among 
black  Africans,  we  demand  a massive  pro- 
gramme of  public  works  and  the  division 
of  available  work  amongst  all  those  capa- 
ble of  working  through  a shorter  work- 
week without  loss  of  pay.  Such  demands 
are  vital  in  a country  where  millions  lack 
decent  housing  and  many  have  no  elec- 
tricity. telephone,  water  or  even  sewage 
services.  The  number  of  people  trying  to 
live  on  under  US$  1 .00  a day  has  doubled 
between  1996  and  2005.  Prices  of  neces- 
sities are  skyrocketing.  We  fight  for  a 
sliding  scale  of  wages  to  fully  protect 
against  cost-of-living  increases!  As  Trot- 
sky wrote  in  the  1938  Transitional  Pro- 
gramme. “If  capitalism  is  incapable  of 
satisfying  the  demands  inevitably  arising 
from  the  calamities  generated  by  itself, 
then  let  it  perish." 


February: 
Workers  protest 
after  six  workers 
are  killed  in 
furnace  explosion 
at  Assmang 
ferromanganese 
smelter  near 
Durban. 


People  have  been  on  the  waiting  list  for 
tiny,  flimsy  "Reconstruction  and  Devel- 
opment Programme"  houses  since  1996, 
and  (he  backlog  has  become  completely 
unmanageable.  Nationalising  privately 
owned  urban  land  would  lay  the  basis  for 
building  racially  integrated  residential 
areas,  battering  down  the  old  ‘apartheid 
walls  and  solving  the  problem  of  mass 
homelessness  amongst  the  poor  who  live 
in  squalid  shacks  and  squatter  camps.  To 
finally  redress  the  expropriation  of  land 
by  white  farmers,  codified  in  the  1913 
Land  Act.  and  the  relegation  of  rural 
blacks  to  (he  desolate  former  bantustans. 
a proletarian  regime  would  expropriate 
the  large  commercial  farms  and  promote 
collectivised  and  stale-owned  agriculture 
under  the  control  of  farm  workers. 

Currently,  some  1 .000  people  die  every 
day  because  of  the  criminal  neglect  of 
AIDS  by  the  Tripartite  Alliance  govern- 
ment. The  demand  for  expropriation  of 
the  pharmaceutical  companies  is  critical 
in  the  fight  to  provide  free  anti-retroviral 
drugs  to  people  with  HIV/AIDS.  Pouring 
massive  resources  into  research  to  find  a 
cure  is  an  international  necessity.  A revo- 
lutionary workers  party  would  call  to 
nationalise  all  private  hospitals  and  clin- 
ics as  a step  toward  providing  free,  qual- 
ity health  care  for  all! 

A Trotskyist  party  in  South  Africa 
would  champion  women’s  equality,  de- 
manding equal  pay  for  equal  work  and  the 
full  integration  of  women  into  the  work- 
force as  well  as  free,  safe  abortion  on 
demand  and  an  end  to  tribalist  patriarchal 
practices  such  as  lobola  (bride  price)  and 
polygamy.  Women  were  not  only  part  of 
but  often  played  a leading  role  in  the  early 
trade-union  movement  and  in  the  strug- 
gles against  the  apartheid-era  pass  laws 
and  repression  in  the  townships,  gelling 
raped  and  violated  in  many  different  ways 
by  the  apartheid  security  forces.  As  Lenin 
noted  in  addressing  the  First  All-Russia 
Congress  of  Working  Women  one  year 
after  the  Bolshevik  Revolution,  “There  can 
be  no  socialist  revolution  unless  very  many 
working  women  take  a big  part  in  it." 

The  end  of  the  last  academic  year  and 
the  beginning  of  the  current  one  in  Janu- 
ary has  seen  fierce  struggles  by  students 
at  Wits  University  in  Johannesburg.  Dur- 
ban's University  of  Technology.  Tshwane 
(Pretoria)  University  of  Technology  and 
other  campuses  defending  their  right 
to  learn.  The  Alliance  government’s  re- 
sponse has  been  police  repression,  with 
scores  of  students  arrested  and  many  oth- 
ers fired  on  with  rubber  bullets.  Free, 
integrated,  quality  education  through  the 
university  level,  with  a living  stipend  for 
all  students,  and  the  nationalisation  of 
private  schools  and  universities  is  our 
answer  to  the  financial  exclusions  facing 
students  from  poor  and  working-class 
backgrounds. 

Against  the  myth  that  the  neo-apartheid 
rulers  are  cohering  a nation  on  the  foun- 
dations left  by  the  white-supremacist 
regime,  we  point  out  that  South  Africa 
is  not  a nation.  The  boundaries  of  almost 
all  African  stales,  including  South  Africa, 
were  arbitrarily  drawn  up  by  the  impe- 
rialists and  have  no  national  legitimacy. 
Anglo  American  and  the  other  Randlords 
dominate  not  only  South  Africa  but 
also  many  countries  to  the  north  Our  call 
for  a black-centred  workers  government 


is  part  of  our  struggle  for  a socialist 
federation  of  Southern  Africa. 

A large  percentage  of  workers  in  min- 
ing and  other  industries  in  South  Africa 
come  from  neighbouring  countries  and 
have  been  an  integral  part  in  building  the 
economy  and  the  labour  movement.  The 
leader  of  the  first  industrial  union  of  non- 
white  workers,  the  Industrial  and  Com- 
mercial Workers  Union,  was  Clements 
Kadalie.  an  immigrant  from  present-day 
Malawi.  We  demand  full  South  African 
citizenship  rights  for  all  foreign-born 
workers  and  their  families  and  for  who- 
ever else  has  made  it  to  this  country! 

It  is  in  this  light  that  we  register  our  out- 
rage against  the  brutal,  apartheid-style  mid- 
night police  raid  against  asylum-seekers 
from  Zimbabwe  and  other  migrants 
at  the  Johannesburg  Central  Methodist 
Church  in  January.  The  cops  arrested 
some  1 ,500  people,  stole  legal  papers  and 
other  personal  possessions  and  assaulted 
occupants  including  Bishop  Paul  Verryn. 
“Illegal"  farm  workers  from  Zimbabwe 
are  regularly  rounded  up  and  jailed,  often 
without  being  paid  for  their  back-breaking 
labour.  With  the  Tripartite  Alliance  gov- 
ernment using  immigrants  as  scapegoats 
for  entrenched  poverty  and  unemploy- 
ment, deadly  attacks  on  Somali  shop- 
keepers and  other  immigrants  are  grow- 
ing in  the  black  townships. 

South  African  workers  must  defend  the 
rights  of  immigrants  as  integral  to  the 
struggle  for  their  own  interests.  This 
stands  in  counterposition  to  the  COSATU 
leadership's  protectionist  “buy  South  Afri- 
can” campaign.  We  fight  to  build  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party  that  acts  as  the 
tribune  of  the  people,  championing  the 
rights  of  all  the  exploited  and  the  op- 
pressed— from  immigrant  workers  and 
the  unemployed  to  women  and  gays — 
against  the  common  capitalist  enemy. 
This  is  crucial  in  transforming  the  prole- 
tariat from  being  a class  in  itself  to  a class 
for  itself — i.e..  conscious  of  its  historical 
task  as  the  gravedigger  of  capitalism. 

For  Revolutionary 
Internationalism! 

The  liberation  of  the  black  and  other 
non-while  masses  can  never  be  achieved 
short  of  the  overthrow  of  South  African 
capitalism,  a system  based  on  white  privi- 
lege and  superexploited  black  labour.  A 
black-centred  workers  government  would 
.seize  the  economy  from  the  fabulously 
wealthy  conglomerates  that  are  the  true 
masters  of  neo-apartheid  capitalism.  It 
would  expropriate  without  compensation 
the  industries,  mines  and  banks — the 
complete  antithesis  of  the  late  SACP 


leader  Joe  Slovo’s  "sunset  clauses"  for 
the  "democratic"  transition,  which  guar- 
anteed the  privileges  of  the  white  popula- 
tion that  owned  everything  while  blacks 
owned  nothing.  The  expropriation  of  the 
bourgeoisie  would  begin  to  lay  the  mate- 
rial foundations  for  social  equality.  But 
this  perspective  can  only  be  fully  realised 
through  the  extension  of  socialist  revolu- 
tion to  the  most  advanced  capitalist  coun- 
tries and  the  establishment  of  a collectiv- 
ised. planned  world  economy. 

Many  militants  in  South  Africa  believe 
that  a workers  revolution  would  inevi- 
tably be  crushed  by  the  imperialists  and 
write  off  the  possibility  that  the  workers 
in  North  America.  Europe  and  Japan  will 
ever  overthrow  their  "own"  capitalist  rul- 
ers. No  one  would  deny  that  the  U.S.  and 
other  capitalist  powers  represent  a for- 
midable obstacle  to  proletarian  revolu- 
tions. But  the  struggles  of  working  peo- 
ple in  the  imperialist  powers  against 
the  capitalist  bosses — for  example,  the 
2005  New  York  City  transit  strike  in  defi- 
ance of  the  law;  last  year’s  French  rail 
workers  strike;  this  month’s  public  work- 
ers strikes  in  Germany — underline  what 
we  wrote  in  Part  Four  of  “The  Develop- 
ment and  Extension  of  Leon  Trotsky’s 
Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution"  {WV 
No.  904.  7 December  2007): 

“The  imperialist  countries  are  class- 
divided  societies  with  deep  discontents 
and  insoluble  contradictions,  neces.sarily 
leading  to  class  and  other  social  strug- 
gles. In  the  course  of  sharp  class  struggle 
and  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
revolutionary  party  that  patiently  edu- 
cates the  working  class  in  the  under- 
standing not  only  of  its  social  power  but 
of  its  historic  interests,  the  workers  will 
become  conscious  of  themselves  as  a 
class  fighting  for  itself  and  for  all  the 
oppressed  against  the  capitalist  order.... 
“Our  struggle  to  forge  Leninist  vanguard 
parties  is  based  on  th^e  understanding  that 
when  such  panics  become  rooted  in  the 
working  class,  this  will  reflect  a qualita- 
tive change  in  the  political  consciousness 
of  the  proletariat." 

A proletarian  revolution  in  South 
Africa  would  resonate  powerfully  among 
working  people  throughout  the  world, 
from  Nigeria’s  oil  workers  and  the  work- 
ing masses  of  northern  Africa  to  working 
people  in  Brazil,  the  U.S..  Italy.  Greece 
and  elsewhere.  Conver.sely.  a successful 
proletarian  seizure  of  state  power  in  one 
of  the  imperialist  countries  would  have 
enormou.s  revolutionary  repercussions  in 
Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America.  All  this 
underscores  that  the  fight  to  build  a 
Bolshevik  workers  party  in  South  Africa 
must  be  waged  as  part  of  the  struggle 
to  reforge  Trotsky’s  Fourth  International, 
world  party  of  socialist  revolution,* 
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Dead  German 
soldiers  on 
battlefield.  1917. 
World  War  I was 
interimperialist 
carnage  for 
redivision  of 
world  markets 
and  spheres  of 
exploitation. 


Capitalism... 

(contimu’cl  from  page  5) 

once  inflation  is  taken  into  account). 

Financial  operators  now  victimized 
low-income  families,  heavily  black  and 
Latino,  with  so-called  subprime  mort- 
gages— home  loans  with  sky-high  com- 
missions and  interest  rales,  often  dis- 
guised by  low  initial  rales  that  were  then 
jacked  up  after  a few  years.  The  tidal 
wave  of  subprime  mortgages  had  its  ori- 
gins in  banking  deregulation  of  the  1 980s 
and  '90s.  A 2 1 March  piece  in  the  New 
York  Times  by  liberal  mainstream  econo- 
mist Paul  Krugman  noted  that  to  bypass 
government  regulations.  Wall  Street  cre- 
ated a "shadow  banking  system"  that 
“took  over  more  and  more  of  the  banking 
business,  because  the  unregulated  players 
in  this  system  seemed  to  offer  better  deals 
than  conventional  banks.  Meanwhile, 
those  who  worried  about  the  fact  that  this 
brave  new  world  of  finance  lacked  a 
safety  net  were  dismissed  as  hopelessly 
old-fashioned." 

The  sharp  increase  in  cutthroat  com- 
petition caused  many  banks  to  close 
branches  in  minority  areas  and  relocate 
them  in  higher-income,  more  profitable 
areas.  The  result; 

“Subprime  lenders  took  their  place.  Be- 
cause many  of  these  are  mortgage  and 
finance  companies,  they  are  not  regu- 
lated as  closely  as  are  banks  and  other 
depository  institutions....  Indeed,  it  may 
be  that  depository  institutions  set  up  sub- 
prime affiliates  for  these  very  reasons." 

— Richard  Williams  et  al.. 

“The  Changing  Face  of  Inequality 
in  Home  Mortgage  Lending," 
Social  Problems,  May  2005 
As  Bill  Clinton  was  leaving  office,  a 
record  47  percent  of  black  people  owned 
their  own  homes.  For  many,  it  would 
prove  to  be  a cruel  illusion. 

The  financiers  involved  in  the  sub- 
prime business  knew  full  well  that  many 


of  those  loans  could  not  be  repaid.  But 
they  figured  that  as  long  as  housing 
prices  continued  to  go  up.  homeowners 
in  financial  difficulty,  instead  of  default- 
ing on  their  loans,  would  refinance  their 
mortgages  or  sell  their  homes  to  pay  off 
their  debt. 

However,  the  housing-price  bubble 
was  not  mainly  fueled  at  the  low  (sub- 
prime)  end  of  the  mortgage  market. 
Many  affluent  petty-bourgeois  families 
and  some  better-off  working-class  fami- 
lies were  burned  when  the  stock  market 
boom  went  bust  in  2000-01.  They  were 
then  convinced  that  housing  was  a much 
more  secure  and  even  lucrative  financial 
investment  than  corporate  securities.  By 
2005  over  one-third  of  houses  sold  were 
not  for  primary  residences  but  were 
rather  vacation  homes  or  purely  specula- 
tive ventures.  People  were  buying  houses 
financed  by  mortgage  loans  with  the 
intention  of  "flipping"  them,  that  is. 
reselling  them  at  a higher  price. 

At  the  same  time,  many  families  took 
advantage  of  the  lower  interest  rates  to 
extract  equity  from  their  homes  by  re- 
financing. Consider  a family  that  pur- 
chased a house  for  $.100,000  ten  years 
before.  Suppose  that  ihrtiugh  a decade  of 
mortgage  payments  the  family  had  built 
$150,000  in  equity  in  their  home  and 


reduced  the  outstanding  balance  on  their 
mortgage  to  $15(),00().  They  then  borrow 
$200. 000  against  their  house  at  a lower 
interest  rate,  repay  the  balance  of  the  old 
mortgage  and  use  the  additional  $50,000 
to  pay  for  their  children's  education,  buy 
a second  car  or  some  other  form  of  con- 
sumption. Thus  the  housing  boom  of  the 
past  half  decade  has  actually  resulted  in 
a decline  in  family  home  ownership  in 
net  financial  terms.  While  homeowners’ 
equity  has  increased  by  $4.3  trillion 
since  2000.  outstanding  mortgage  debt 
increased  by  $5  trillion. 

A Rickety  Financial 
House  of  Cards 

Over  the  past  several  years  there  has 
been  an  enormous  expansitm  of  debt 
among  all  mqjor  components  of  the  U.S. 
economy — households,  corporations  and 
the  federal  government.  The  past  decade 
and  a half  has  seen  the  effective  disap- 
pearance of  household  savings,  which 
three  years  ago  actually  turned  negative. 
That  is.  American  families  consumed 
more  than  they  earned  mainly  by  con- 
verting home  equity  into  additional 
mortgage  debt.  For  most  working-class 
families,  the  disappearance  of  household 
savings  and  escalation  of  debt  has  been 
mainly  caused  by  the  stagnation  of  real 
income.  The  New  York  Times  (8  March) 
noted.  "Most  American  households  are 
still  not  earning  as  much  annually  as 
they  did  in  1999,  once  inflation  is  taken 
into  account.  Since  the  Census  Bureau 
began  keeping  records  in  the  1960s.  a 
prolonged  expansion  has  never  ended 
without  household  income  having  set  a 
new  record." 

To  make  ends  meet,  working  people 
have  borrowed  against  the  equity  in  their 
homes,  maxed  out  their  credit  cards  or 
otherwi.se  had  recourse  to  the  loan  sharks 
of  Wall  Street.  In  1995.  on  average  U.S. 
households  owed  62  cents  in  debt  for 


every  dollar  in  income.  A decade  later 
the  indebtedness  ratio  had  almost  dou- 
bled reaching  $1.16  for  every  dollar 
in  income.  Many  working-class  families 
are  one  or  two  paychecks  from  fore- 
closure on  their  homes,  repossession 
of  their  cars,  telling  their  children  that 
they  cannot  afford  to  continue  their  col- 
lege education  or  filing  for  personal 
bankruptcy. 

In  the  banking  sector,  the  tremendous 
expansion  of  risk  and  instability  since 
the  late  1980s  is  linked  to  important 
changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
structure  and  functioning  of  U.S.  and 
global  financial  markets.  The  current 
financial  panic  was  in  part  set  off  by  a 
collapse  of  confidence  in  the  value  of 
CDOs  (collateralized  debt  obligations) 
and  other  similar  bonds  that  are  issued 
based  on  the  value  of  different  classes  of 
bundled  mortgages,  including  subprinie. 
The  volume  of  such  mortgage-backed 
securities  soared  from  less  than  one  tril- 
lion dollars  in  2000  to  over  $3  trillion  in 
2003.  The  current  volume  ol  CDOs  cir- 
culating in  financial  markets  totals  $6.5 
trillion,  an  amount  greater  than  the  mar- 
ket for  U.S.  Treasury  bonds. 

A key  component  of  the  new  financial 
architecture  has  been  the  exphisive  devel- 
opment of  derivatives,  securities  whose 


value  derives  from  that  of  an  underlying 
asset.  A major  attraction  of  using  deriva- 
tives for  speculatitm  is  that  the  amount 
of  money  that  can  be  won  if  the  bet  pays 
can  be  enormous  compared  to  the  initial 
investment.  Hillary  Clinton — with  a little 
help  from  a friendly  trader — famously 
parlayed  $1,000  into  almost  $100,000 
by  trading  cattle  futures.  However,  the 
losses  in  derivative  operations  can  also 
be  astroriomical.  The  French  bank  So- 
cidtd  Gendrale  discovered  this  recently 
when  a rogue  trader's  secret  bets  on 
stock  market  indices  went,  in  the  space 
of  a few  weeks,  from  a gain  (on  paper) 
of  almost  $2  billion  to  costing  the  bank  a 
$7  billion  loss. 

CDOs.  derivatives  and  other  new  forms 
of  money  capital  that  were  touted  as 
spreading  financial  risk  instead  spread 
financial  panic.  What  we  are  witnessing 
is  a classic  financial  crisis  such  as  de- 
scribed by  Marx  in  Capital  (Volume  III): 
“This  confusion  and  stagnation  paralyses 
the  function  of  money  as  a medium  of 
payment,  whose  development  is  geared 

- to  the  development  of  capital  and  is 
based  on  those  presupposed  price  rela- 
tions. The  chain  of  payment  obliga- 
tions due  at  specific  dates  is  broken  in 
a hundred  places.  The  confusion  is  aug- 
mented by  the  attendant  collapse  of  the 
credit  system,  which  develops  simultane- 
ously with  capital,  and  leads  to  violent 
and  acute  crises,  to  sudden  and  forcible 
depreciations,  to  the  actual  stagnation 
and  disruption  of  the  process  of  repro- 
duction, and  thus  to  a real  falling  off  in 
reproduction." 

Writing  in  the  op-ed  page  of  the  New 
York  Times  (5  March).  Stephen  Roach, 
head  of  East  Asian  operations  for  the 
giant  Wall  Street  investment  bank  Mor- 
gan Stanley,  called  attention  to  the  par- 
allels between  Japan’s  financial  crisis  in 
the  early  1990s  and  that  in  the  U.S.  today. 
During  the  late  1980s,  Japan’s  central 
bank  pursued  a "loose"  monetary  policy 
fueling  enormous  speculative  bubbles  in 
both  the  corporate  stock  and  real  estate 
markets.  When  the  bubbles  burst,  a large 
fraction  of  the  “capital"  of  Japanese 
banks  suddenly  was  transformed  into  “non- 
performing" loans.  As  a consequence 
Japan  suffered  years  of  economic  stagna- 
tion— the  1990s  were  later  called  the 
"lost  decade" — followed  by  a weak  and 
halting  recovery.  Roach  pointed  out:  "In 
Japan.'a  banking  crisis  constricted  lending 
for  years.  In  the  United  Slates,  a full- 
blown credit  crisis  could  do  the  same." 

In  fact,  as  Marx  observed  in  Capi- 
ta! (Volume  111)  more  than  a century 
ago.  “The  credit  system  accelerates  the 
material  development  of  the  productive 
forces  and  the  establishment  of  the 
world-market....  Al  the  same  time  credit 
accelerates  the  violent  eruptions  of  this 
contradiction — crises — and  thereby  the 
elements  of  disintegration  of  the  old 
mode  of  production.” 

Finance  Capital  and  the 
Imperialist  Epoch 

Between  the  lime  Marx  had  written 
Capital  and  the  end  of  the  19ih  century, 
the  imperialist  system — the  system  of 
modern,  decaying  capitalism — had  devel- 
oped within  the  most  advanced  capitalist 
powers.  Underlying  the  close  link  be- 
tween financial  crises  and  the  contraction 
of  production  and  employment  is  the 
dominant  role  of  finance  capital  in  capi- 
talist imperialism  today 

In  his  1916  study.  Imperialism,  the 
Highest  Stage  of  Capitalism.  Bolshevik 
leader  V,  1 Lenin  emphasi/eii  that  the 


monopolization  of  production  and  the 
dominant  role  of  finance  capital  impel  the 
imperialist  powers  to  divide  the  world  as 
they  strive  for  markets  and  spheres  of 
exploitation  in  more  backward  capitalist 
countries  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  Amer- 
ica. Lenin  underlined  that  large  banks 
have  become  "powerful  monopolies  hav- 
ing at  their  command  almost  the  whole  of 
the  money  capital  of  all  the  capitalists  and 
small  businessmen  and  also  the  larger 
part  of  the  means  of  production  and 
sources  of  raw  materials  in  any  one  coun- 
try and  in  a number  of  countries."  In  a 
1920  preface  to  Imperialism,  he  wrote:  "It 
is  proved  in  the  pamphlet  that  the  war 
of  1914-18  was  imperialist  (that  is.  an 
annexationist,  predatory,  war  of  plunder) 
on  the  part  of  both  sides;  it  was  a war  for 
the  division  of  the  world,  for  the  partition 
and  repartition  of  colonies  and  spheres  of 
influence  of  finance  capital,  etc." 

The  struggle  of  the  imperialist  powers 
to  redivide  markets  and  spheres  of  ex- 
ploitation also  led  to  the  Second  World 
War  of  1939-45.  But  there  was  a major 
difference:  the  existence  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  which  emerged  out  of  the  1917 
Bolshevik  Revolution  and  remained  a 
workers  stale  despite  its  degeneration 
under  the  nationalist  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. In  its  drive  to  dominate  Europe. 
Germany  invaded  and  sought  to  subju- 
gate Soviet  Russia.  The  defeat  of  the 
German  Wehrmacht  by  the  Soviet  Red 
Army  decisively  affected  the  shape  of 
the  postwar  world.  The  United  Stales, 
with  the  defeat  of  its  main  imperialist 
rivals.  Germany  and  Japan,  became  the 
hegemonic  world  capitalist  power.  But 
the  global  hegemony  of  American  impe- 
rialism was  blocked  by  the  Soviet  Union, 
which  had  emerged  from  the  war  as  the 
second-strongest  slate  in  the  world. 

In  1991-92.  the  Soviet  Union,  inter- 
nally weakened  by  decades  of  Stalinist 
misrule,  was  destroyed  by  imperialist- 
backed  capitalist  counterrevolution.  An 
important  aspect  of  the  ensuing  bour- 
geois ideological  triumphalism  over  this 
world-historic  defeat  for  the  international 
proletariat  was  expressed  in  the  term 
"globalization."  Henceforth  the  finan- 
ciers and  industrial  capitalists  of  North 
America.  West  Europe  and  Japan  would 
supposedly  exercise  untrammeled  eco- 
nomic domination  throughout  the  world. 

Many  leftist  critics  of  “globalization" 
accepted  the  basic  premise  that  this  con- 
stituted a new  and  fundamentally  different 
form  of  capitalist  rule.  They  maintained 
that  large  banks  and  industrial  corpora- 
tions had  become  genuinely  “transna- 
tional." that  they  were  no  longer  lied  to 
particular  imperialist  nation-states.  Op- 
posing this  position,  we  wrote  in  our  1999 
Spartacist  pamphlet.  Imperialism,  the 
"Global  Economy’'  and  Labor  Refor- 
mism: “This  view  expresses  a liberal  ideal- 
ist outlook  since  it  implicitly  assumes  that 
capitalists  do  not  need  state  power — i.e.. 
armed  bodies  of  men — to  protect  their 
property  against  challenges  from  both  the 
exploited  classes  and  rival  capitalists  in 
other  countries. . . . Whether  undertaken  by 
corporations,  banks  or  other  financial 
institutions,  foreign  investment  depends 
on  the  political,  economic  and  military 
power  ol  the  states  controlled  by  the  own- 
ers ot  these  capitalist  enterprises." 

The  current  international  financial  cn- 
sis  has  intensified  the  conflicts  of  inter- 
est between  L'.S.  imperialism  and  its 
West  European  and  Japanese  rivals.  Thus 
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Striking  UFCW  grocery  workers  in  Inglewood,  California,  January  2004. 
Defense  of  health  benefits  was  key  issue  in  five-month  strike. 
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Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

the  early  International  Labor  Defense 
under  the  leadership  of  James  P.  Cannon 
and  their  campaign  to  free  Italian  immi- 
grant anarchists  Sacco  and  Van/.eiti.  who 
were  framed  up  by  the  capitalist  state 
and  executed  in  1927  (see  "Lessons  of 
the  Fight  to  Free  Sacco  and  Van/etti." 
WV  Nos.  897  and  898.  31  August  and 
14  September  2007).  The  policy  of  class- 
struggle  defense  means  no  illusions  in 
capitalist  injustice  and  all  faith  in  the 
power  of  the  masses.  This  understanding 
is  the  key  to  victory  in  the  struggle  for 
Mumia’s  freedom.  The  social  power  of 
labor  must  be  mobilized  behind  Mumia’s 
cause  based  on  the  understanding  that  he 
is  innocent  and  the  victim  of  a racist, 
political  frame-up. 

But  instead,  the  fight  for  Mumia  has 
been  and  continues  to  be  demobilized  by  a 
policy  pursued  by  liberals  and  the  refor- 
mist left  of  impotent  appeals  to  the  "jus- 
tice" and  "fairness”  of  the  capitalist  courts, 
represented  by  the  call  for  a new  trial  and 
a fairer  process.  In  opposition  to  mobiliz- 
ing the  multiracial  proletariat  for  Mumia's 
freedom,  refomiists  like  the  Workers  World 
Party  and  the  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization appeal  to  the  bourgeois  courts  to  do 


right  by  Mumia.  While  the  PDC  stands  for 
pursuing  all  legal  avenues  in  Mumia’s 
case,  we  know  that  the  pressure  of  interna- 
tional class  struggle  is  necessary  to  compel 
the  courts  to  free  him. 

The  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
Maureen  Faulkner  and  right-wing  radio 
journalist  Michael  Smerconish  is  a racist 
smear  job  on  Mumia  and  on  his  support- 
ers. It  is  a rallying  cry  for  his  execution, 
and  for  the  racist  death  penalty  more 
broadly.  The  publication  of  this  book 
shows  that  there  are  two  clearly  defined 
sides:  those  who  fight  for  Mumia's  free- 
dom based  on  his  innocence  and  the 
forces  of  racist  "law  and  order"  who 
seek  his  blood.  The  PDC  published  a fact 
sheet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal 
Lynching,  which  everyone  here  should 
gel.  read  and  distribute  broad  and  wide 
(see  www.parlisandefense.org). 

On  February  19.  citing  procedural  rules 
that  bar  as  untimely  the  use  of  evidence 
discovered  after  trial  and  appeal.  Penn- 
sylvania’s Supreme  Court  turned  down 
Mumia’s  request  for  a hearing  to  present 
evidence  that  key  witnesses  in  his  1982 
frame-up  trial  perjured  themselves  under 
police  coercion.  The  court  once  again 
slammed  shut  its  doors  to  death  row  politi- 
cal prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  proving 
that  there  is  no  justice  in  the  capitalist 
courts  for  Mumia.  Still  pending  in  the 


U.S.  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  is 
Mumia's  appeal  from  a denial  of  his 
application  for  habeas  corpus  seeking  to 
overturn  his  conviction.  Oral  argument  in 
that  appeal  was  held  last  May,  and  a deci- 
sion. either  upholding  the  death  sentence, 
condemning  Mumia  to  a life  behind  bars 
or  ordering  a new  trial  or  additional  legal 
proceedings,  could  come  any  day. 

The  U.S.  federal  appeals  court  is  not 
required  to  consider  all  the  issues  that 
Mumia  has  raised— even  though  virtu- 
ally every  democratic  right,  from  free- 
dom of  speech  and  association  to  a trial 
based  on  due  process,  was  violated  in 
Mumia's  case.  The  court  is  not  consider- 
ing any  evidence  of  Mumia’s  innocence 
or  the  state  frame-up  against  him.  The 
state  and  federal  courts  have  refused  to 
even  consider  the  confession  of  Arnold 
Beverly  that  he,  not  Mumia.  shot  and 
killed  Officer  Faulkner.  Gel  the  PDC’s 
2006  pamphlet  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal — Mumia  Is  Innocent!  [see 
www.panisandefense.org/pubs/innocent/). 

We  don’t  know  when  or  how  the  Third 
Circuit  Coun  will  rule.  However,  we  do 
know  that  the  job  of  the  courts  is  to  carry 
out  capitalist  injustice  and  that  Mumia’s 
case  is  a textbook  example  of  police 
frame-up.  an  object  lesson  in  the  class 
nature  of  the  capitalist  state.  The  capital- 
ist stale,  with  its  cops  and  courts,  is  a 


machine  for  the  organized  violence  by 
the  capitalists  to  defend  the  profit  sys- 
tem against  working  people,  minorities 
and  all  the  oppressed.  The  state  is  deter- 
mined as  ever  to  see  Mumia  executed  or 
entombed  for  life.  Comrades  and  friends, 
wc  have  a real  fight  ahead  of  us. 

In  preparation  for  a decision — and 
because  no  other  organization  at  the  time 
had  called  for  any  protest — the  PDC  and 
Labor  Black  Leagues  called  for  emer- 
gency demonstrations  to  take  place  the 
day  after  a decision  if  the  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  rules  to  uphold  the  death 
sentence  or  denies  Mumia’s  appeals  for  a 
new  trial  or  a new  hearing  (for  more  infor- 
mation. see:  www.partisandefense.org/ 
events/].  After  we  initiated  our  emergency 
demos,  other  organizations,  including  the 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Coalition  (NYC), 
have  called  for  similar  emergency  demon- 
strations. The  PDC  will  also  be  building  a 
class-struggle  defense  contingent  for  the 
national  Mumia  rally  in  Philly  called  by 
the  International  Concerned  Family  and 
Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  on  the  third 
Saturday  after  a decision.  We  cal)  on  you 
to  take  the  bus  down  with  us  and  march 
under  our  banner:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is 
Innocent — Free  Him  Now!  There  Is 
No  Justice  in  the  Capitalist  Courts! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!  Mobi- 
lize Labor's  Power — For  Mass  Protestim 


Tibet... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

supported  the  counterrevolutionary  de- 
struction of  the  USSR,  a world-historic 
defeat  for  the  international  proletariat  that 
has  brought  devastation  and  misery  to 
the  peoples  of  the  former  Soviet  Union. 
In  France,  the  misnamed  Ligue  Commu- 
niste  R^volutionnaire.  which  is  associated 
with  Socialist  Action  in  the  U.S.,  imme- 
diately solidari/ed  with  the  lamas,  con- 
demning the  "repression  which  is  meted 
out  by  the  Beijing  regime"  and  calling  for 
“self  determination"  ( 1 8 March  statement ). 
Their  Japanese  affiliate.  Kakehashi.  called 
for  the  "right  of  .self-determination  for 
the  Tibetan  people”  and  demanded  that 
China  "accept  an  international  investiga- 
tion team"  (Kakehashi.  24  March). 

Meanwhile,  the  reformists  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  a Workers’  International,  which 
publishes  China  Worker  and  is  as.sociated 
with  Socialist  Alternative  in  the  U.S.. 
have  declared  themselves  to  be  for  Tibet’s 
"right  to  independence."  They  saluted  the 
supposed  "radical  layers”  among  Tibetan 
youth  as  against  the  "conciliatory  ap- 
proach" of  the  Dalai  Lama,  while  admit- 
ting that  “national  independence  on  u 
capitalist  basis  can  in  no  way  solve  the 
problems  of  the  impoverished  masses" 
(China  Worker.  18  March).  Enemies  of 
the  Chinese  deformed  workers  slate. 
the.se  opponents  of  the  revolutionary  inter- 
nationalist workers  movement  are  willing 
to  consign  the  Tibetan  masses  to  the 
return  of  the  lamaocracy.  The  pseudo- 
Marxists’  calls  for  Tibetan  "independ- 
ence" stand  to  the  right  of  even  the  Dalai 
Lama,  who  admitted  in  2005:  “As  the 
material  development  of  China  moves  for- 
ward we  gain  materially,  like  the  railway. 


the  downward  slide  of  the  dollar  against 
the  euro  has  caused  alarm  in  Europe, 
especially  in  France.  The  European 
plane  manufacturer  Airbus,  citing  "life- 
threatening”  losses  {jetliners  are  priced 
in  dollars),  is  reportedly  considering 
plans  to  relocate  production  to  Alabama 
and  elsewhere  in  the  dollar  zone.  Like- 
wise. the  recent  sharp  decline  of  the  dol- 
lar against  the  Japanese  yen  has  hurt 
major  corporations  such  as  Sony  and 
Toyota  that  are  heavily  dependent  on 
exports.  The  German  newsweekly  Der 
Spiegel  (30  November  2007)  warned: 
"Rarely  has  the  world  economy  been  so 
out  of  whack  or  have  global  imbalances 
been  greater."  The  magazine  expressed  the 
anxiety  of  the  German  bourgeoisie  over 
the  deepening  financial  crisis  in  the  U.S.: 
“In  this  case — when  the  'inlcclion 
spreads.'  as  a leading  Gemian  banker 


If  we  were  a separate  country  it  would  be 
very  difficult  and  we  would  not  benefit" 
(South  China  Morning  Post,  14  March). 

Patterned  after  the  Soviet  Union  after 
the  usurpation  of  political  power  from  the 
working  cla.ss  by  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy, 
the  Chinese  workers  state  was  deformed 
from  its  inception.  The  Chinese  Commu- 
nist Party  (CCP)  of  Mao  Zedong  that  car- 
ried out  the  1949  Revolution  was  not  a 
party  based  on  the  working  class,  but 
rather  the  peasantry.  From  the  start,  the 
CCP  regime  suppressed  independent 
action  by  the  working  class,  excluding 
it  from  political  power.  Representing  a 
nationalist  bureaucratic  caste  resting  atop 
the  collectivized  economy,  the  Beijing  Sta- 
linist regime  preached  the  profoundly  anti- 
Marxist  notion  that  socialism — a classless, 
egalitarian  society  based  on  material  abun- 
dance— could  be  built  in  a single  country. 
In  practice,  "socialism  in  one  country" 
meant  accommodation  to  world  imperial- 
ism and  opposition  to  the  perspective  of 
workers  revolution  internationally. 

In  their  futile  pursuit  of  "peaceful 
coexistence"  with  world  imperialism,  the 
Stalinist  misrulers  themselves  undermine 
the  defense  of  the  Chinese  workers  slate. 
The  official  statements  from  Beijing  con- 
demning the  riots  in  Tibet  have  laid  the 
blame  solely  on  the  Dalai  Lama:  left 
unsaid  is  the  role  of  the  imperialists.  But 
as  a New  York  Times  (22  March)  op-ed 
article  by  one  Patrick  French,  a former 
director  of  the  "Free  Tibet  Campaign"  in 
London,  stated.  "The  International  Cam- 
paign for  Tibet,  based  in  Washington,  is 
now  a more  powerful  and  effective  force 
on  global  opinion  than  the  Dalai  Lama’s 
outfit  in  northern  India."  This  “Free 
Tibet”  supporter  went  on  to  underline  that 
"the  European  and  American  pro-Tibet 
organizations  are  the  tail  that  wags  the 


puts  it — banks  would  be  forced  to  make 
far  more  drastic  value  adjustments.  Not 
only  would  this  poi.son  the  spending  cli- 
mate. but  it  would  also  undermine  for- 
eign investors’  confidence  in  the  US 
economy  This  in  turn  would  lead  to  a far 
more  substantial  slide  in  the  dollar’s 
value,  and  probably  a crash  on  the  mar- 
kets. which  are  still  at  surprisingly  high 
price  levels  today." 

The  continued  existence  of  the  bour- 
geois nation-state — the  central  political 
pillar  of  bourgeois  rule — is  a fundamen- 
tal barrier  to  the  rational  expansion  of 
productive  capacity  benefiting  working 
people  throughout  the  world.  To  achieve 
that,  it  is  necessary  to  overthrow  the 
capitalist-imperialist  system  through  a 
scries  of  proletarian  revolutions  that  lay 
the  basis  for  an  internationally  planned, 
socialist  economy. 

(TO  BE  CONTINUED] 


dog  of  the  Tibetan  govemmcnt-in-exile." 
He  also  noted  that  "after  scouring  the 
archives  in  Dharamsala"  he  found  "that 
there  was  no  evidence"  to  support  the 
claim  raised  by  his  and  other  "Free  Tibet” 
groups  that  1.2  million  Tibetans  have 
been  killed  since  the  Chinese  entered 
Tibet  in  1950. 

At  the  same  lime.  Chinese  Stalinism 
has  meant  nationalism  and  Han  chauvin- 
ism. During  the  misnamed  "Great  Prole- 
tarian Cultural  Revolution"  that  began  in 
the  mid  1960s.  in  which  Mao  mobilized 
millions  of  student  youth  to  buttress  his 
position  in  an  intra-bureaucratic  factional 
feud.  Mao  subjected  the  Tibetans  to  fierce 
Great  Han  chauvinism.  Tibetan  language 
and  native  dress  were  proscribed.  Much 
of  what  had  been  at  the  core  of  Tibetan 
culture  was  simply  smashed  up  and  de- 
stroyed, although  with  the  beneficial  side 
effect  of  driving  monks  into  actual  labor. 

After  Mao’s  death.  Deng  Xiaoping 
lifted  the  strictures  against  Tibetan  lan- 
guage. attire  and  hairstyles.  At  the  same 
time,  monasteries  were  rebuilt  and  refur- 
bished. and  idle  monks  returned  in  droves 
and  numbered  40,000  to  50.()()()  by  the  late 
1990s.  Meanwhile,  the  "market  reforms” 
initiated  under  Deng  have  increased  Han 
privilege  m the  area.  The  real  gains  won 
by  the  Tibetan  masses  from  the  1949  Chi- 
nese Revolution  stand  alongside  continu- 
ing inequalities. 

Over  92  percent  of  China’s  population 
is  Han.  It  is  vital  for  the  Chinese  prole- 
tariat to  combat  the  Han  chauvinism 
of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  and  oppose 
all  discrimination  against  Tibetans,  the 
Muslim  Uighurs  of  Xinjiang  and  other 
national  and  ethnic  minorities.  What  is 
needed  is  a fight  to  sweep  away  Stalinist 
bureaucratic  rule  in  China  and  replace  it 
with  a regime  based  on  workers  democ- 
racy. expressed  through  workers  and 
peasants  councils  and  rooted  in  Marxist 
internationalism.  This  would  be  a workers 


political  revolution,  not  a social  one.  It 
would  be  based  on  defending  the  Chinese 
workers  state  and  fighting  for  interna- 
tional socialist  revolution.  Key  to  realiz- 
ing this  perspective  is  the  forging  of  a 
Trotskyist  party  in  China.  The  fate  of  the 
Tibetan  people  is  inextricably  bound  up 
with  the  struggle  for  proletarian  political 
revolution  in  China  and  socialist  revolu- 
tion in  the  capitalist  countries — from  the 
Indian  subcontinent  to  Japan,  the  U.S. 
and  other  imperialist  centers. 

Back  in  1959,  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
failed  Tibetan  uprising.  James  Robertson, 
one  of  the  founding  leaders  of  our  inter- 
national tendency  and  national  chairman 
of  the  Spartacist  League,  wrote  a leaflet 
that  was  printed  in  Young  Socialist  (June 
1959).  newspaper  of  the  Young  Socialist 
Clubs,  forerunner  of  the  youth  group  of 
the  then-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(SWP).  Robertson  was  a former  member 
of  a Shachtmanite  organization  that  had  a 
"third  campist"  (i.e.,  non-defensist)  posi- 
tion toward  the  Soviet  Union.  An  ardent 
communist,  he  was  won  to  Trotskyism 
and  joined  the  SWP.  This  leaflet,  tilled 
“The  Tibetan  Brigade:  Crocodile  Tears 
Stain  the  Monkscloth”  and  issued  by  the 
Eugene  V.  Debs  Club  of  Berkeley,  was  his 
first  statement  of  Trotskyist  Soviet  defens- 
ism.  In  it  he  asserted: 

"The  real  choice  for  Tibet  if  Chinese 
control  were  thrown  off  is  not  independ- 
ent nationhood  bui  abject  dependence  on 
American  arms,  money  and  advisors.... 
“The  victory  of  the  Chinese  Communist 
government  is  clearly  the  progressive 
choice  in  the  present  contest.  However, 
to  recognize  this  is  not  to  whitewash  that 
regime.  Bui  even  in  its  distorted  way  it 
is  part  of  great  and  positive  changes  on 
the  Asian  mainland,  changes  that  eventu- 
ally will  be  the  Maoists’  own  undoing. 
Through  these  very  achievements  the 
regime  will  be  overthrown  by  the  mass 
of  people  anxious  to  rule  their  own  desti- 
nies without  the  intervention  of  a privi- 
leged elite.  That  is  the  future;  the  Tibetan 
monk-rulers  are  the  pa.st.“« 
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Defend  Chinese  Deformed  Workers  State! 


Lhasa:  Counterrevolutionary  rioters  in  streets  (left).  Owner  sifts  through  remains  of  shop,  March  16  (right).  Ethnic  Chinese  businesses  have  been  especially 
targeted  by  rampaging  mobs. 


“An  orgy  of  anti-Chinese  rioting."  That's 
how  the  Economist  online  (14  March), 
which  had  the  only  official  foreign  corre- 
spondent in  Lhasa,  described  the  protests  in 
the  Tibet  Autonomous  Region.  Launched 
on  March  10  to  commemorate  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  1959  uprising  against  Chinese 
rule — an  uprising  inspired,  armed  and 
financed  by  the  CIA — the  protests  were  led 
by  Buddhist  lamas  and  were  echoed  by  co- 
ordinated actions  in  China's  Gansu,  Qing- 
hai  and  Sichuan  provinces,  where  there  are 
substantial  Tibetan  populations.  There  was 
also  a march  in  India  from  the  center  of 
the  Dalai  Lama's  “government  in  exile." 
Shouting  “Long  live  Tibet"  and  "Long  live 
the  Dalai  Lama."  rioters  led  by  monks, 
often  at  the  head  of  teenage  gangs,  ram- 
paged in  Lhasa's  old  Tibetan  quarter,  burn- 
ing and  destroying  shops  run  by  ethnic  Chi- 
nese and  killing  at  least  13  people.  Among 
those  attacked  were  also  ethnic  Chinese 
Hui.  a Muslim  minority  in  the  region.  The 
Economist  (22  March)  reported  that  "shops 
owned  by  Tibetans  were  marked  as  such 
with  traditional  white  scarves....  They 
were  spared  destruction." 

The  protests  in  Tibet  are  reactionary. 
anii-Communist  and  counterrevolution- 
ary. As  Trotskyists  (i.e..  genuine  Marx- 
ists). we  of  the  International  Communist 
League  fight  for  the  unconditional  mili- 
tary defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state  against  imperialist  attack 
and  capitalist  counterrevolution — as  we 
do  for  the  other  remaining  deformed 
workers  slates  of  North  Korea.  Vietnam 
and  Cuba.  The  1949  Revolution  that  over- 
threw capitalist  rule  in  China  has  resulted 
in  enormous  gains  for  that  country's 
working  and  peasant  masses,  including 
for  the  people  of  Tibet,  which,  until  the 
victory  of  Chinese  forces  there  in  1959, 
was  ruled  by  a pro-slavery  "Lamaocracy." 
The  "Free  Tibet"  cause  originated  with 
the  machinations  of  the  CIA  and  other 
imperialist  forces  intent  on  restoring 
capitalism  in  China,  which  would  once 
again  reduce  the  country  to  semicolonial 
subjugation.  The  call  to  “Free  Tibet"  is  a 
rallying  cry  for  counterrevolution  and 


would  in  fact  mean  imperialist  lordship 
over  the  Tibetan  masses.  The  counter- 
revolutionary destruction  of  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state  would  be  a tre- 
mendous defeat  for  the  international  pro- 
letariat, including  for  the  Tibetan  people. 

Before  being  crushed  by  the  People’s 
Liberation  Army  in  1959,  the  Lamaist 
theocracy  in  Tibet  was  perhaps  propor- 
tionally the  largest  and  most  idle  ruling 
stratum  in  human  history,  economically 
supported  by  peasants,  growers  of  barley 
and  herders  of  yak.  At  base,  this  meant 
that  the  back-breaking  labor  was  mostly 


done  by  women,  since  both  the  monks 
and  a not  small  portion  of  the  male 
population,  who  emulated  the  monastic 
life  after  “sinning"  by  procreating,  were 
employed  in  contemplation. 

After  suppressing  the  CIA-backed 
1959  uprising,  the  Chinese  government 
abolished  ulag  (forced  peasant  labor) 
and  pul  an  end  to  flogging,  mutilation 
and  amputation  as  forms  of  criminal  pun- 
ishment. The  land,  livestock  and  tools  of 
the  aristocrats  who  fled  into  exile  were 
distributed  to  the  peasants,  as  were  the 
land  and  chattels  of  the  monasteries  that 
had  participated  in  the  uprising.  The 


Chinese  deformed  workers  state  estab- 
lished secular  education  and  constructed 
running  water  and  electrical  systems  in 
Lhasa.  As  a result,  the  average  life  span 
of  Tibetans,  which  had  been  35  years  in 
1950,  rose  to  67  in  2001.  Infant  mortality, 
which  was  an  astounding  43  percent  in 
1950.  dramatically  decreased  to  0.661 
percent  in  2000.  The  recent  opening  of 
the  Lhasa-Qinghai  railway,  connecting 
Tibet  to  China,  has  led  to  economic 
development  and  an  improvement  of  liv- 
ing standards.  These  gains  are  testimony 
to  the  social  progress  resulting  from  the 


expropriation  of  the  capitalist  class  and 
landlords  and  the  institution  of  prole- 
tarian property  forms  that  issued  out  of 
the  1949  Chinese  Revolution. 

Especially  since  the  counterrevolution- 
ary destruction  of  the  deformed  workers 
states  of  East  Europe  and.  in  particular, 
the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state  in  1991-92.  China  has  been 
increasingly  in  the  cross  hairs  of  the 
imperialists.  To  promote  counterrevolu- 
tion. they  combine  pursuit  of  the  eco- 
nomic openings  offered  by  the  Beijing 
Stalinist  bureaucracy,  through  which  they 
seek  to  encourage  internal  counterrevolu- 


tion. with  escalating  military  pressure. 
China,  the  strongest  of  the  remaining  de- 
formed workers  states,  is  surrounded  by 
a whole  system  of  U.S.  military  bases. 
Along  with  North  Korea,  it  is  on  the 
Pentagon's  hit  list  as  a potential  target 
of  a nuclear  first  strike,  while  the  U.S. 
program  of  National  Missile  Defense  has 
the  strategic  goal  of  neutralizing  China's 
modest  nuclear  capacities. 

The  imperialist  rulers  hope  to  take 
advantage  of  the  upcoming  Beijing  2008 
Olympics  to  intensify  their  pressure  on 
China  through  their  support  to  the  Dalai 
Lama.  In  a provocation  that  prefig- 
ured the  Tibet  riots,  within  a space  of 
five  weeks  beginning  last  September  the 
Dalai  Lama  met  with  German  chancellor 
Angela  Merkel  in  Berlin.  U.S.  president 
Bush  in  Washington — the  first  time  a 
sitting  U.S.  president  has  met  publicly 
with  the  Dalai  Lama — and  Canadian 
prime  minister  Stephen  Harper.  Now. 
British  prime  minister  Gordon  Brown  has 
announced  that  he  will  host  the  Dalai 
Lama  in  London  this  coming  May. 

While  the  Bush  administration  has 
called  on  China  to  exercise  "restraint"  in 
Tibet,  the  Democrats  have  sought  to  outdo 
the  Bush  gang  in  belligerence  toward 
China.  After  the  Tibet  riots  broke  out. 
Democratic  House  speaker  Nancy  Pelosi 
visited  the  headquarters  of  the  Dalai  Lama 
in  Dharamsula.  India.  In  a March  12  state- 
ment. Pelosi  condemned  “the  violent  re- 
sponse by  Chine.se  forces  to  peaceful  pro- 
testers in  Tibet."  While  Democratic 
presidential  hopeful  Hillary  Clinton  issued 
a statement  declaring  that  "Chinese 
repression  in  Tibet  continues."  Barack 
Obama's  statement  echoed  Pelosi’s  in  con- 
demning "the  use  of  violence  to  put  down 
peaceful  protests."  In  fact,  during  the  vio- 
lent riots.  China’s  security  forces  “appear 
to  have  acted  with  relative  restraint."  as  the 
Economist  online  ( 16  MiU"ch)  reported. 

For  their  part,  the  fake  “socialists” 
are  marching  in  lockstep  behind  their 
imperialist  rulers’  attempts  to  foment 
counterrevolution  in  China,  just  as  they 
continued  on  pa^e  I / 


AP 


March  21:  Democratic  House  speaker  Nancy  Pelosi  with  Dalai  Lama,  leader  of 
“Free  Tibet”  movement,  a rallying  cry  for  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  China. 
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All  Out  for  United-Front  Mobilizations! 


WVPholo 


New  York  City,  March  26:  Emergency  demonstration  initiated  by  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  and  Labor  Black  League  at  downtown  federal  building 
protests  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  decision  upholding  frame-up  convic- 
tion of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 


In  response  to  the  March  27  federal 
Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  decision 
upholding  the  frame-up  conviction  of 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  emergency  protests 
were  held  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee and  Labor  Black  Leagues  in  the 
U.S.  and  by  the  PDC’s  fraternal  organi- 
zations internationally  (see  article,  p.  8). 
The  PDC  and  LBLs  have  also  initialed 
united-front  protests  in  Oakland  on  April 


19  and  in  Los  Angeles  and  Chicago  on 
April  26  under  the  slogans:  ’’Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!”  United- 
front  protests  under  the  same  slogans 


have  also  been  called  by  fraternal  organ- 
izations of  the  PDC  in  London  and 
Toronto  on  April  19  and  Sydney  on  April 
23.  Additionally,  the  Grupo  Espartaquista 
de  Mexico  has  initiated  a united-front 


protest  on  April  24  in  Mexico  City. 

In  New  York  City,  the  PDC  and  LBL 
are  building  a Class-Struggle  Contingent 
for  the  April  19  rally  in  Philadelphia 
initiated  by  the  International  Concerned 
Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
The  Class-Struggle  Contingent  will  march 
under  the  slogans:  “Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is 
Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the 
continued  on  page  9 


Five  Years  of  Bloody  Imperialist  Occupation 


All  U.S.  Troops  Out  of  Iraq  Now! 


APRIL  8 — After  five  years  of-imperial- 
isi  war  and  occupation.  Iraq,  once  one 
of  the  more  advanced  countries  in  the 
Near  East,  has  been  reduced  to  a living 
hell  by  American  rulers  with  the  mind- 
set of  "born  again”  biblical  primitives 
and  the  technology  of  2 1 si-century  indus- 
trial capitalism.  Over  one  million  Iraqis 
have  lost  their  lives  either  at  the  hands 
of  the  imperialist  occupiers  or  in  the 


sectarian  and  communal  bloodbath  that 
was  unleashed  by  "Operation  Iraqi  Free- 
dom." Four  million  Iraqis  have  fled  their 
homes.  70  percent  of  the  population 
lacks  access  to  clean  drinking  water,  and 
more  than  half  lives  on  less  than  one 
dollar  a day.  Following  a trip  to  Bagh- 
dad by  Republican  vice  president  Dick 
Cheney  in  March,  such  “peace”  as  the 
U.S.  imperialists  had  literally  purcha.sed 
through  buying  an  army  of  9().()00  Sun- 
nis called  the  "Sons  of  Iraq”  and  a cease- 
fire deal  with  the  Shi’ite  Mahdi  Army  of 
Moqtada  al-Sadr.  blew  up. 

Hoping  to  piece  off  the  Sunni  popu- 
lation. which  massively  boycotted  the 


2005  elections.  Cheney  pul  the  arm  on 
the  Iraqi  puppet  government  to  call  elec- 
tions that  would  allow  the  Sunni  leaders 
to  gain  control  of  provinces  where  Sun- 
nis are  a majority.  This  was  followed 
by  the  massive  assault  on  the  oil-rich 
Shi’ite  city  of  Basra.  Iraq’s  main  export 
point  in  the  south,  by  Iraqi  govern- 
ment troops  backed  up  with  air  and  artil- 
lery bombardment  by  U.S.  and  British 
imperialist  forces.  The  purpose  was 
to  disarm  and  defeat  al-Sadr's  forces, 
which  would  easily  sweep  any  elec- 
tions in  Ba.sra.  as  opposed  to  the  Shi’ite 
Dawa  party  of  Iraqi  prime  minister 
Nuri  Kamal  al-Maliki  and  his  coalition 


partners  in  the  Islamic  Supreme  Coun- 
cil. Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  military  has 
launched  an  assault  on  Sadr  City  in 
Baghdad,  which  is  run  by  al-Sadr’s 
Mahdi  Army,  in  an  attempt  to  stop  the 
mortar  and  rocket  attacks  raining  down 
on  the  U.S. -controlled  Green  Zone. 

Bush  hailed  the  assault  on  Basra — 
where  tens  of  thousands  of  families  were 
trapped  in  their  homes  for  a week  with- 
out electricity  or  water  and  unknown 
hundreds  killed — as  a "positive  moment 
in  the  development  of  a sovereign  na- 
tion” (London  Guardian.  4 April).  This 
was  echoed  by  British  Labour  Party 
continued  on  page  2 


Protest  Government  Attacks 
on  Workers  in  Egypt! 


The  followinfi  Partisan  Dejvnsc  Com- 
nuttev  letter  was  sent  to  the  Eyypiian 
Enihassy  in  Wa\hiti};i(>ii.  D.C..  on  April  H. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  vehe- 
mently protests  the  brutal  police  attack 
against  protesting  workers  and  residents 
in  the  northern  industrial  city  of  Mahalla 
al-Kohra.  As  baton-wielding  riot  cops 
viciously  beat  protesters,  armored  vehicles 
fired  tear  gas  canisters  and  other  projec- 
tiles into  crowds  that  included  women  and 
children.  Reports  from  Mahalla  as.sert  that 
police  also  fired  live  ammunition  at  pro- 
testers. killing  at  least  two  people. 

Workers  at  the  Gha2l  el-Mahalla  textile 
plant,  the  largest  in  the  Near  East  and  the 
center  of  the  Egyptian  strike  wave  that 
began  in  late  2006.  had  planned  to  strike 
on  April  6 over  low  wages  and  rising  food 
prices.  Before  the  Sunday  shift  change 


began,  plainclothes  police  took  control  of 
the  plant  and  arrested  some  LSt)  workers, 
preventing  the  strike  from  proceeding. 
When  thousands  of  workers  and  support- 
ers protested  later  in  the  day,  riot  cops 
launched  their  murderous  assault,  arrest- 
ing hundreds  more.  Further  protests  and 
repression  took  place  the  next  day.. 

The  FDC  stands  in  complete  solidar- 
ity with  the  struggles  of  Egypt's  work- 
ing masses.  With  economic  conditions 
deteriorating,  solidarity  actions  with  the 
Mahalla  workers  were  carried  out  in 
Cairo  and  elsewhere  despite  the  mas- 
sive mobilization  of  police  and  security 
forces  that  arrested  hundreds  across  the 
country.  Cairo  .schools  were  almost  com- 
pletely empty  on  April  6.  while  hundreds 
of  students  demonstrated  at  Helwan  and 
Cairo  universities  in  the  capital.  A long- 


time ally  of  U.S.  imperialism  and  second 
only  to  Israel  in  the  amount  of  U.S.  aid  it 
receives,  the  Egyptian  government  has 
responded  to  the  growing  militancy  of 
Egypt's  workers  movement  with  an  iron 
fist,  while  cracking  down  on  opposition- 
ists of  all  political  stripes,  The  l*DC 
demands  the  immediate  release  of  all 
the  arrested!  Drop  alt  charges!  Cops 
out  of  the  plant!  Hands  off  the  Ghazl 
el-Mahalla  workers! 

• • * 

The  PDC  calls  on  the  international 
workers  movement  and  all  opponents  of 
government  repression  to  protest  the  Mu- 
barak regime's  attacks.  Send  protest  let- 
ters to:  Egyptian  Embassy.  3521  Interna- 
tional Cl.  N.W,,  Washington.  D.C.  20008; 
fax:  (202)  244-5 1 3 1 or  (202)  244-43 1 9.  ■ 
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Mahalla  at-Kobra,  April  6;  Protester 
bloodied  as  Egyptian  police  brutally 
attack  demonstration  after  suppress- 
ing strike  by  workers  at  Ghazl  el- 
Mahalla  textile  plant. 


Iraq... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 

prime  minister  Gordon  Brown,  who 
announced  that  there  would  be  no  further 
reduction  in  British  troops  in  Basra  with 
the  Orwellian  declaration:  "What  is  hap- 
pening in  Basra  is  a manifestation  of  our 
policy  to  give  Iraqis  control  of  their  own 
security"  (Guardian,  2 April). 


But  this  offensive  blew  up  in  the  faces 
of  the  Iraqi  government  and  its  imperial- 
ist masters.  More  than  1.000  Iraqi  soldiers 
and  police,  including  dozens  of  officers 
and  at  least  two  commanders,  deserted. 
Al-Maliki  scrambled  to  recruit  10,000 
more  Shi'iie  troops,  further  inflaming  the 
Sunnis,  to  whom  the  government  has 
resisted  giving  positions  in  the  army.  It 
took  the  intervention  of  Iran  to  broker  a 
cease-fire  between  the  Iraqi  government 


and  al-Sadr.  who  emerged  as  the  victor. 
Al-Sadr  is  now  calling  for  mass  protests 
against  the  occupation  on  April  9 in  order 
to  increase  his  leverage  for  a seal  at  the 
imperialists’  table.  Meanwhile,  the  stage 
is  set  for  increasing  communal  slaughter, 
which  is  currently  measured  in  a death 
toil  of  1.500  Iraqis  a month. 

As  revolutionary  Marxists  in  the  belly 
of  the  imperialist  beast,  we  demand  the 
immediate  and  unconditional  withdrawal 
of  all  U.S.  troops  from  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan. Just  as  we  look  a side  in  defense  of 
Afghanistan  and  Iraq  against  the  U.S. 
invaders  while  politically  opposing  the 
Taliban  reactionaries  and  Saddam  Hus- 
sein’s bloody  capitalist  regime,  we  have  a 
side  today:  against  the  U.S.  occupiers  and 
their  allies.  Insofar  as  the  forces  on  the 
ground  in  Iraq  aim  their  fire  at  the  occupi- 
ers and  their  Iraqi  lackeys,  we  call  for  their 
military  defense  against  U.S.  imperialism, 
while  vehemently  opposing  Islamic  funda- 
mentalism. nationalism  and  the  communal 
slaughter  devastating  the  Iraqi  population. 

Our  starting  point  is  the  understand- 
ing that  wars  of  imperialist  depredation 
and  occupations  are  the  necessary  prod- 
uct of  the  capitalist  system.  War  is  the 
concentrated  expression  of  a profit  sys- 
tem that  daily  slaughters  workers  on  the 
job.  that  consigns  millions  to  the  scrap 
heap,  that  metes  out  brutal,  racist  cop 
repression.  Imperialism  is  capitalism  in 
its  death  agony,  m which  a handful  of 
advanced  powers  compete  for  control 
of  markets,  raw  materials  and  access  to 
cheap  labor.  To  gel  rid  of  war.  poverty 
and  oppression,  the  entire  capitalist  sys- 
tem must  be  overthrown  through  workers 
revolutions  in  the  U.S.  and  internationally. 

Our  revolutionary  perspective  stands  in 
stark  contrast  to  that  of  the  reformists  and 
their  various  antiwar  coalitions.  Respond- 
ing to  the  launching  of  the  one-sided 
slaughter  of  Iraq,  the  reformists  peddled 
the  lie  that  if  millions  mobilized,  they 
could  pressure  the  imperialist  rulers,  par- 
ticularly in  their  Democratic  Party  face, 
to  serve  the  "will  of  the  people.”  Contrary 
to  this  bourgeois-democratic  myth,  the 
policies  of  U.S.  imperialism  are  deter- 
mined not  by  the  electorate  but  by  the 
interests  of  the  capitalist  ruling  class,  as 
overseen  by  the  Republicans  and  Demo- 
crats alike.  There  is.  indeed,  deepgoing 
discontent  over  the  Iraq  occupation  among 
broad  sectors  of  the  U.S.  population,  fur- 
ther exasperated  by  the  deepening  eco- 
nomic downturn.  But  the  tens  of  thousands 
who  came  out  in  protest  against  the  war 
five  years  ago  have  long  since  evaporated, 
dissolved  by  the  refonnists’  "Anybody  but 
Bush."  pro-Democraiic  Party  electoralism. 

The  Democrats'  calls  for  a "phased 
withdrawal”  of  "combat  troops"  from  Iraq 
(while  maintaining  bases  in  the  country) 
reflect  the  understanding  of  the  more 
rational  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  that 
the  Iraq  occupation  is  a quagmire,  in 
which  the  interests  of  U.S.  imperialism 


are  threatened.  At  the  same  time,  Hillary 
Clinton  and  Barack  Obama,  the  two  con- 
tenders for  the  Democratic  presidential 
nomination,  compete  in  trying  to  oui-Bush 
Bush  as  proponents  of  the  "war  on  terror," 
with  calls  to  increase  U.S.  imperialist 
forces  in  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan. 
After  the  failed  assault  on  al-Sadr's  forces 
in  Basra,  the  Democratic  chairman  of  the 
House  Armed  Services  Committee.  Ike 
Skelton,  joined  the  Bush  administration 
in  rattling  the  nuclear  saber  against  Iran. 

The  London  Telegraph  (5  April)  cited 
"a  strong  statement"  by  General  David 
Petraeus,  commander  of  American  forces 
in  Iraq,  that  "Iran’s  intervention  in  Iraq 
could  set  the  stage  for  a US  attack  on  Ira- 
nian military  facilities."  Opining  that 
"there  are  signs  that  targeting  Iran  would 
unite  American  politicians  acro.ss  the  bitter 
divide  on  Iraq."  the  article  pointed  to  Skel- 
ton’s declaration  that  "Iran  is  the  bull  in  the 
china  shop."  In  the  event  of  an  attack  by 
the  U.S.  or  any  force  acting  as  its  proxy 
(Israel,  for  example),  the  international  pro- 
letariat must  stand  for  the  military  defense 
of  Iran  while  giving  no  political  support  to 
the  reactionary  mullah-led  regime.  As  we 
have  repeatedly  stressed,  in  the  face  of 
imperialist  nuclear  blackmail  and  continu- 
ing threats  of  attack.  Iran  needs  nuclear 
weapons  and  adequate  delivery  systems  as 
deterrence.  Hands  off  Iran! 

A statement  by  the  Political  Bureau 
of  the  Spariacist  League/U.S..  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League,  in 
re.sponse  to  the  2003  U.S.  invasion  oflraq, 
declared:  "With  the  world’s  mightiest  em- 
pire arrayed  against  neocolonial  Iraq,  it 
could  not  be  clearer  that  the  chief  means 
of  defending  Iraq  is  through  international 
class  struggle,  particularly  in  the  United 
States”  (see  “Defend  Iraq  Against  U.S./ 
British  Attack!”  WV  No.  800.  28  March 
2003).  Now  the  ILWU  longshore  union  is 
calling  for  an  eight-hour  work  stoppage 
on  May  1 in  opposition  to  the  war.  We 
are  all  in  favor  of  a work  stoppage  to 
demand  that  all  U.S.  troops  get  out  of 
Iraq,  But  this  action  is  being  built  by  the 
ILWU  International  bureaucracy  through 
social-patriotic  appeals  to  "express  sup- 
port for  the  troops  by  bringing  them 
home  safely,”  and  comes  together  with  the 
ILWU’s  endorsement  of  Barack  Obama. 

Labor  cannot  be  mobilized  in  class 
struggle  against  the  bloody  depredations 
of  the  American  capitalist  rulers  abroad 
when  it  is  chained  to  the  parties  and 
armed  forces  of  U.S.  imperialism!  The 
social  power  of  the  multiracial  work* 
ing  class  must  be  mobilized  against  the 
capitalist  system  that  breeds  war.  To  this 
end.  it  is  necessary  to  forge  a new  class- 
struggle  leadership  of  the  unions  linked 
to  the  building  of  a revolutionary  workers 
party  to  lead  the  fight  for  workers  power 
through  international  socialist  revolution. 
Break  with  the  Democrats!  For  a class- 
struggle  workers  parry!  Defeat  U.S.  impe- 
rialism through  workers  revoluiion!m 


For  Class-Struggle  Defense! 

Writing  in  mid-August  1927  after  a tempo- 
rary stay  of  execution  wuj  granted  for  anar- 
chists Nicola  Sacco  and  Bartolomeo  Vanzetfi. 

James  P.  Cannon,  founder  of  the  Interna- 
tional Labor  Defense  and  later  of  American 
Trotskyism,  upheld  the  necessity  for  class- 
struggle  defense  against  the  liberals  and  ref- 
onnists who  preached  reliance  on  the  capital- 
ist courts.  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  were  executed 
on  23  August  1927. 

The  eleventh-hour  reprieve  for  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti  was  brought  about  by  the  thunder- 
ous clamor  of  the  laboring  masses  of  the  world  who  demonstrated  their  international 
working  class  solidarity  in  an  imposing  manner.  It  did  not  for  a moment  mean,  as  some 
naive  people  believe,  that  the  Massachusetts  Bourbons  whose  whole  energy  is  bent  on 
continuing  their  horrible  torture  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  until  they  can  safely  destroy 
them  in  the  electric  chair,  have  experienced  any  change  of  heart.  On  the  contrary,  the 
reprieve  only  enabled  them  to  create  most  dangerous  illusions  and  to  gain /or  them- 
selves some  relief  from  the  aroused  world’s  millions. 

To  believe  otherwise  is  to  fall  victim  to  just  those  illusions  that  the  reactionaries  are 
anxious  to  spread.  Not  to  realize  that  this  latest  action  is  a maneuver  to  gain  time,  dur- 
ing which  to  demoralize  and  split  and  weaken  the  protest  movement,  is  to  fail  to  see  the 
fundamental  question  involved.  Those  who  from  the  beginning  had  seen  the  class  issue 
in  the  case,  and  based  their  activities  and  confidence  on  the  mass  movement  of  the 
workers,  were  entirely  correct,  and  all  events  have  proved  this  ... 

The  case  has  always  been  an  issue  of  the  class  struggle  and  not  merely  one  of  an 
exceptional  miscarriage  of  so-called  justice.  The  Massachusetts  Bourbons  know  this 
well,  and  they  recognize  the  magnificent  protest  movement  as  a distinctly  class  move- 
ment against  which  there  must  be.  and  is  being,  organized  a counter-campaign.... 

No  faith  in  capitalist  justice  and  institutions!  That  is  the  lesson  of  history  confirmed 
by  every  development  in  the  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  ca.se. 

— James  P.  Cannon.  “Class  Against  Class  in  the  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  Case.” 

Labor  Defender,  September  1927,  reprinted  in  Notebook  of  an  Agimmr  (1958) 
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Abolish  the  Death  Penalty! 


The  followin}i  (iriicle  i.s  a (ranslaiion 
of  a Spariacisi  suppU'inenl  published  by 
our  comrades  of  the  Spartacist  Group 
Japan,  seclion  of  ihe  luiernalional  Com- 
munist League  (Fourth  Internalionalisi}. 
on  I H November  2007. 


On  23  August  2006.  three  death  row 
prisoners  were  legally  murdered  by  the 
Japanese  state  in  Tokyo  and  Nagoya  pris- 
ons, one  of  whose  appeals  was  still  pend- 
ing. This  brings  to  ten  the  number  of 
people  executed  within  less  than  eight 
months.  This  year,  the  number  of  death 
row  inmates  in  Japan  exceeded  100  for 
the  first  lime  since  WWII — twice  as 
many  as  one  decade  ago.  Having  often 
been  locked  up  for  decades  in  prisons 
where  isolation  and  terror  reign,  without 
any  prior  warning  of  their  impending  exe- 
cution until  about  one  hour  before,  death 
row  prisoners  wake  every  morning  terror- 
ized by  the  thought  that  today  could  be 
the  day  of  their  execution.  The  state  even 
robs  their  families  of  any  possibility  of 
exchanging  last  words  with  them;  they 
are  only  informed  after  the  execution. 
The  execution  is  carried  out  by  hanging; 
often  death  is  not  instantaneous  and  pris- 
oners struggle  for  15  to  20  minutes  or 
more  before  being  strangled  to  death.  All 
this  simply  underscores  that  the  death 
penalty  is  a barbaric  outrage  intended  to 
terrorize  and  intimidate  the  whole  popu- 
lation. particularly  all  perceived  oppo- 
nents of  this  brutal  capitalist  system. 

The  death  penalty  is  one  of  the  main 
cogs  of  the  capitalist  state — the  capital- 
ists' machine  of  repression  to  maintain 
their  class  rule  and  profits.  It  is  a barbaric 
legacy  of  the  rampant  torture  and  murder 
by  the  ruling  classes  of  previous  class 
societies,  a system  of  legal  murder  that 
reinforces  the  brutalization  of  society  in 
all  respects.  As  communists,  we  fight 
against  the  death  penalty  as  pan  of  our 
struggle  for  proletarian  revolution  to  over- 
throw the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie.  We 
stand  for  the  abolition  of  the  death  penally 
everywhere  on  principle — for  the  guilty  as 
well  as  the  innocent.  We  do  not  accord  the 
state  the  right  to  decide  who  lives  and  who 
dies;  abolish  the  death  penalty! 

The  state  is  not  neutral.  It  is  a weapon 
for  class  rule.  At  its  core  are  the  police, 
courts,  prisons  and  army.  Under  capital- 
ism, the  very  purpose  of  the  state  is  to  en- 
force the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  through 
organized  violence  against  the  working 
class  and  all  the  oppres.sed.  Currently,  the 
Japanese  bourgeoisie  seeks  to  increase 
the  rate  of  exploitation  of  workers  even 
further  in  order  to  increase  its  profits, 
the  better  to  compete  with  its  imperialist 


Protesters 
outside  Osaka 
detention  center 
call  to  abolish  the 
death  penalty. 


rivals.  In  this  context,  the  use  of  the  death 
penalty  is  a graphic  display  of  the  power 
of  the  Japanese  stale,  as  a warning  to  any- 
one who  might  undertake  class  struggle 
to  resist  this  brutal  exploitation. 

While  Japanese  imperialism  is  enforc- 
ing its  class  interests  against  the  working 
class  at  home,  it  is  also  accelerating  its 
military  buildup.  Imperialism  is  the  high- 
est stage  of  capitalism,  based  on  the  con- 
centration of  industrial  and  bank  capital 
in  the  hands  of  the  most  powerful  capi- 
talists— in  Japan  the  zaibutsu.  To  further 
their  plunder  and  exploitation  iniemaiion- 
ally.  the  imperialists  need  the  stale  and  an 
army  to  protect  and  expand  their  offshore 
capital,  just  as  they  need  the  slate  to  en- 
force exploitation  domestically.  Thus,  in 


the  middle  of  March  2007  the  Japanese 
imperialist  state  concluded  a military 
agreement  with  Australia,  part  of  the  cur- 
rent imperialist  military  encirclement  of 
China.  This  comes  on  top  of  enormous 
expenditures  by  Japanese  imperialism  to 
build  up  a "missile  defense"  as  part  of  its 
counterrevolutionary  alliance  with  U.S. 
imperialism,  directly  targeting  the  de- 
formed workers  states  of  China  and  North 
Korea,  which  the  imperialists  hunger  to 
turn  into  giant  sweatshops.  (A  deformed 
workers  stale  is  a slate  in  which  the  bour- 
geoisie has  been  expropriated  and  a social- 
ized economy  has  been  built,  but  the  work- 


ing class  does  not  exercise  political  power, 
which  has  been  usurped  by  a privileged 
Stalinist  bureaucracy.  ,We  stand  for  the 
unconditional  military  defense  against 
imperialism  and  internal  counterrevolu- 
tion of  such  deformed  workers  states.  A 
workers  political  revolution  is  necessary 
to  oust  the  bureaucracy,  establish  prole- 
tarian democracy  and  establish  an  inter- 
nationalist policy  committed  to  the  fight 
for  new  socialist  revolutions  worldwide.) 

The  Death  Penalty:  Weapon 
of  Repression  Against  the 
Proletariat  and  the  Oppressed 

In  Japan,  historically  the  death  penalty 
has  served  the  bourgeoisie  in  its  repres- 
sion of  the  workers  movement  and  the 


oppressed,  and  to  stabilize  its  rule  at  criti- 
cal junctures.  In  the  early  1870s,  shortly 
after  the  Meiji  Restoration,  the  bourgeoi- 
sie sought  to  lay  the  basis  for  a stable 
capitalist  state  by  executing  thousands  of 
peasants  for  revolting  against  the  blood- 
sucking landlords.  Then,  following  Japa- 
nese imperialism’s  victory  in  1905  in  the 
war  against  Russia,  the  bourgeoisie  was 
shaken  by  a wave  of  proletarian  rebel- 
lions— most  significantly  of  the  miners 
in  Ashio  in  1907 — that  the  army  was 
brought  in  to  crush.  Immediately  follow- 
ing this,  the  Penal  Code  (1907)  and  (he 
Prison  Law  (1908)  were  introduced — the 
two  key  regulations  for  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  death  penally  today,  used  prac- 
tically unchanged  since  they  were  first 
introduced.  These  laws  sought  to  ensure 
the  stable  development  oHapanese  impe- 
rialism through  more  efficient  and  mur- 
derous repression  the  proletariat. 

After  the  defeat  of  Japanese  imperial- 
ism by  American  imperialism  m WWII.  a 
tremendous  upsurge  in  workers'  struggles 
broke  out.  leading  the  powerful  Japanese 
Communist  Parly  iJCPl-led  trade  union 
federation  Sanbeisii  to  call  for  a general 
strike  on  I February  1947  to  oust  the 
right-wing  Yoshida  cabinet  and  establish 
a "people's  government."  However,  the 
reformist  JCP  was  unwilling  and  unpre- 
pared to  fight  for  power  and  called  off  the 
strike  at  the  last  minute,  handing  the  pro- 
letariat a huge  defeat.  Nonetheless,  the 


Painting  of  1907  Ashio  copper  miners  strike.  More  than  3.000  miners  battled 
military,  police. 


Reformist  Left  Pushes  illusions 
in  Bourgeois  Democracy 


bourgeoisie's  self-confidence  had  been 
con.siderably  shaken.  As  part  of  its  efforts 
to  intimidate  the  working  class  and  pre- 
vent renewed  class  struggle,  the  slate 
stepped  up  Its  use  of  the  death  penalty, 
with  over  90  people  executed  over  the 
next  three  years. 

In  addition  to  the  thousands  of  poor 
and  working  people  who  have  died  at  the 
hands  of  the  state  through  legal  murder, 
(he  state  and  its  institutions  also  seek  to 
use  murder  to  decapitate  the  leadership  of 
the  working  class  whenever  the  ruling 
class  sees  this  as  necessary  and  can  get 
away  with  it.  In  I923.  the  Great  Kanto 
Earthquake  was  followed  by  pogroms 
that  killed  6.000  Koreans,  and  the  police, 
army  and  right  wing  hunted  down  and 
killed  hundreds  of  Chinese.  Communists, 
anarchists  and  labor  leaders.  In  addition, 
the  capitalist  rulers  have  repeatedly  staged 
exemplary  executions  of  their  perceived 
opponents  for  the  sheer  purpose  of  try- 
ing to  paralyze  protest  through  instilling 
terror — from  the  prominent  anarchists 
Koioku  Shusui  and  Kanno  Suga  {exe- 
cuted in  191 1 ) to  the  heroic  Soviet  spies 
Richard  Sorge  and  Ozaki  Hotsumi.  These 
latter  led  a Soviet  spy  ring  during  WWII. 
when  the  urgent  task  for  all  revolutionar- 
ies was  the  military  defense  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Sorge  and  Ozaki  were  brilliant 
and  audacious  in  getting  crucial  advance 
information  about  German  imperialism’s 
attack  on  the  Soviet  Union,  but  Stalin 
ignored  their  warnings  and  later  betrayed 
them.  In  I944.  the  Japanese  imperialists 
executed  Sorge  and  Ozaki.  The  date  was 
November  7 — the  anniversary  of  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution — symbolizing  the  capi- 
talists' fear  and  hatred  of  the  USSR  and 
their  determination  to  prevent  proletarian 
revolution  in  Japan, 

Significantly,  the  current  law  pre- 
scribes death  for  1 7 offenses  including 
murder,  “assistance  to  the  enemy"  in  time 
of  war.  and  "insurrection."  While  recently 
the  death  penally  has  been  used  against 
tho.se  convicted  of  horrific  crimes  involv- 
ing murder,  the  bourgeoisie  will  turn 
murderous  slate  repression  against  work- 
ers. communists  and  all  the  oppressed  if 
it  sees  this  as  necessary. 

For  a Class-Struggle  Fight 
Against  State  Repression! 

Today’s  stepped-up  “anti-crime"  cam- 
paign. which  includes  the  execution  of 
people  who  have  been  on  death  row 
for  decades,  is  a strategy  to  justify  the 
strengthening  of  the  slate  apparatus. 
Manipulating  the  population's  fears  about 
violent  crimes  like  murder  and  rape,  the 
capitalist  class  seeks  to  impose  ever  more 
draconian  measures  of  repression.  The 
government  seeks  to  generate  a climate  of 
hysteria  over  an  alleged  rise  in  violent 
crime  and.  in  particular,  to  identify  for- 
eigners with  "crime."  While  pushing  this 
vile  racism,  the  capitalist  stale  carries 
out  daily  violence  against  the  oppressed, 
especially  immigrants. 

The  Japanese  prisons  and  detention 
centers  are  notorious  for  systematic  vio- 
lence by  guards  against  inmates,  trom 
suspicious  “suicides"  to  torture  and  the 
denial  of  appropriate  medical  care.  .A  case 
in  point  IS  Patrick  Rashien  from  Burma: 
having  lived  and  worked  in  Japan  for  20 
years,  he  was  arrested  in  2003  and  held  in 
a detention  center  until  2005.  Ha\  mg  suf- 
fered the  terror  inside  and  been  deprived 
of  health  care,  he  died  two  weeks  after 
his  release  iP.  Kashien’s  case  and  other 
examples  ot  this  horrible  reality  are  pow- 
erfully documented  in  the  book  Wall  of 
t oniinued  on  page  4 
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Japanese 
Imperialism's  war 
crimes  in  Nanjing: 
Chinese  prisoners 
used  as  live 
targets  for  bayonet 
practice,  1938. 


plan  in  the  interests  of  workers  and  the 


Japan... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

Tears— The  Real  Situation  of  the  " Deten- 
tion Centers  for  Foreigners"  of  the  Inte- 
rior Ministry  (2007).)  As  communists 
fighting  to  be  a tribune  of  the  people,  that 
champions  the  interests  not  only  of  the 
proletariat  but  of  all  the  oppressed,  we 
say:  Close  all  detention  centers!  No  de- 
portations! Full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants  and  all  those  who  live  here! 

Chosen  Soren  [the  pro-North  Korean 
organization)  is  being  targeted  for  whole- 
sale destruction  by  the  bourgeoisie.  The 
bourgeois  courts  ordered  it  to  pay  the  hor- 
rendous sum  of  62.7  billion  yen.  and  the 
government  has  already  impounded  its 
headquarters,  all  under  the  pretext  that 
Chosen  Soren  failed  to  repay  debts  and 
taxes  that  were  imposed  on  it  at  outra- 
geous rates  in  order  to  bankrupt  it.  This 
follows  a series  of  raids  on  its  premises 
around  the  country  over  the  past  year, 
under  cover  of  investigating  alleged  "kid- 
nappings" and  even  "illegal  exports"  of 
medicine  to  North  Korea!  The  bourgeoi- 
sie's campaign  against  Chosen  Soren  is 
twofold.  It  is  vile.  anti-Korean  racism, 
used  to  split  and  weaken  the  working 
class  in  the  face  of  all-sided  attacks  on 
living  Standards.  However,  it  is  also  an 
anti-Communisi  campaign  to  demonize 
the  North  Korean  deformed  workers 
state.  Japanese  imperialism  is  enraged 
that  its  former  colony  not  only  got  inde- 
pendence. but  then  went  on  to  overthrow 
the  rule  of  capitalism  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  country.  While  politically  ruled  by 
an  anti-revolutionary  Stalinist  caste,  the 
smashing  of  capitalism  in  North  Korea  is 
a gain  for  the  international  proletariat 
that  must  be  defended  against  imperialist 
attack  and  capitalist  counterrevolution 
(.see  Spariacist  Japan  leaflet  “Defend 
North  Korea!"  I5  July  2006).  Down  with 
the  economic  sanctions  against  North 
Korea!  Defend  Chosen  Soren! 

Oppressed  minorities  are  frequently 
the  first  targets  of  state  repression.  The 
Burakumin  [de.scendants  of  Japan’s  low- 
caste  "untouchables”  still  facing  discrim- 
ination] Kazuo  Ishikawa.  framed  by  the 
capitalist  state  for  a murder  he  did  not 
commit,  sentenced  to  death  in  1 964  and 
sent  to  death  row.  is  a case  in  point.  Hav- 
ing arrested  Ishikawa  in  I963.  the  cops 
employed  their  standard  practice  and  ter- 
rorized Ishikawa  into  signing  the  cops' 
lying  deposition.  However,  this  and  all 
the  manufactured  evidence  presented  in 
the  so-called  "Sayama  [city  in  which  the 
murder  took  place)  trial”  could  not  cover 
the  monstrosity  of  the  frame-up.  Among 
other  things,  a threatening  letter  written 
by  the  murderer  had  clearly  been  written 
by  a highly  educated  person  with  the 
ability  to  compose  correct  text.  However, 
because  of  poverty  and  discrimination. 
Ishikawa  was  able  to  attend  virtually  no 
classes  in  elementary  school  and  was  not 


able  to  read  and  write.  In  1 974,  the  Tokyo 
High  Court  commuted  the  death  sentence 
to  life  imprisonment  in  order  to  cover  up 
the  frame-up  and  entomb  Ishikawa  for 
life  in  prison. 

Large  numbers  of  Burakumin  and 
non-Burakumin  workers  took  part  in  the 
movement  to  free  Ishikawa  because  they 
recognized  in  his  frame-up  the  brutal 
di.scrimination  and  exploitation  they  en- 
counter daily  in  the  capitalist  system. 
After  more  than  30  years  in  prison  hell, 
petitioning  by  a large  number  of  Buraku- 
min organizations,  as  well  as  by  Jichirou 
[public  workers  union]  and  other  unions, 
won  Ishikawa’s  provisional  release  in 
1 994  to  a life  he  describes  as  having  to 
wear  “invisible  handcuffs."  Ishikawa  and 
his  supporters  are  campaigning  for  a new 
trial  to  lay  bare  all  facts,  demonstrate  the 
frame-up  and  clear  his  name.  We  say: 
immediately  overturn  the  conviction  of 
Kazuo  Ishikawa!  This  case  shows  in  clear 
relief  the  nature  of  the  capitalist  state: 
the  conscious  collaboration  between  the 
police,  prosecution,  judges  and  courts  with 
the  single  aim  of  legally  murdering  him 
or  locking  him  up  for  life.  It  shows  that 
the  whole  purpose  of  the  state  machinery 
is  to  repress  first  the  most  vulnerable  lay- 
ers of  the  oppressed,  then  ultimately  the 
proletariat.  This  is  because  it  is  the  pro- 
letariat's potential  power  to  smash  capi- 
talism through  workers  revolution  that  the 
bourgeoisie  fears  more  than  anything. 

In  Japan  the  bourgeoisie  is  represented 
in  politics  by  both  the  Liberal  Democratic 


Party  (LDP)  and  the  Democratic  Party 
(DP).  The  LDP  government  is  particu- 
larly vile,  chauvinist  and  justly  hated  by 
many  workers  and  youth.  A taste  of  this 
was  given  recently,  when  LDP  justice 
minister  Hatoyama  demanded  that  all  exe- 
cutions proceed  automatically  by  elimi- 
nating the  need  for  a minister’s  signature. 
But  we  must  be  clear  that  the  Democratic 
Party,  which  won  a majority  in  the  July 
[2007]  elections  to  the  Upper  House,  is 
no  less  a committed  enemy  of  working 
people  and  the  oppressed.  The  DP  is  a 
capitalist  party  aiming  to  pursue  Japa- 
nese imperialism’s  interests  abroad  and 


domestically,  simply  with  different  tac- 
tics than  the  LDP.  The  DP  already  prom- 
ises massive  attacks  on  public  workers 
as  well  as  further  splitting  the  proletariat 
by  decreasing  minimum  wages  for  the 
very  young  and  very  old  workers.  And. 
of  course,  the  DP  also  agrees  to  esca- 
late state  repression,  e.g..  demanding 
more  police  on  the  streets. 

The  reformist  left  either  from  time  to 
time  openly  collaborates  with  the  DP 
(like  [the  United  Secretariat  affiliate] 
Kakehashi  in  the  2007  Tokyo  governor 
elections)  or  occasionally  grumbles  that 
the  DP  "capitulates"  or  has  "sold  out  tre- 
mendously" to  the  LDP  (["third  campist" 


group]  Chukaku.  Zenshin  No.  2103).  In 
contrast,  as  Marxists,  we  draw  a class  line 
against  the  DP.  explaining  to  workers  that 
it  also  represents  the  class  enemy.  Instead 
of  looking  for  some  nonexistent  “lesser 
evil"  wing  of  the  capitalist  exploiters,  it 
is  necessary  to  mobilize  the  social  power 
of  the  proletariat  in  class  struggle  against 
the  bosses’  attacks  on  working  people 
and  the  oppressed. 

Capitalist  society  is  divided  into 
classes  with  irreconcilable  interests — 
centrally  the  capitalists  and  the  workers. 
Capitalism  is  based  on  the  capitalists’ 
exploitation  of  the  working  class.  The 
capitalists  own  the  means  of  production 
— the  factories,  machines  and  transporta- 
tion— and  their  objective,  rather  than  to 
produce  for  people’s  needs,  is  to  maximize 
their  profits.  Exploitation,  poverty,  racism 
and  war  are  inherent  in  this  system.  What’s 
more,  the  nation-state,  on  which  capital- 
ism is  based,  is  an  obstacle  to  the  further 
development  of  the  productive  forces  of 
humanity.  It  is  impossible  to  reform  capi- 
talism to  make  it  function  in  the  interests 
of  the  workers  and  the  oppressed. 

However,  workers  are  not  simply  vic- 
tims. In  the  words  of  Karl  Marx,  the 
working  class  is  the  “gravedigger  of  capi- 
talism." It  uniquely  has  the  social  power, 
because  of  its  position  in  production,  its 
numbers  and  organization,  to  overthrow 
the  rule  of  the  capitalists,  establish  work- 
ers states  and  build  an  international 
planned  economy  run  in  the  interests  of 
the  workers  and  oppressed.  This  planned 
economy  will  abolish  the  anarchy  of  the 
capitalist  profit  system,  which  leads  to 
periodic  economic  crises  and  large-scale 
misery.  The  consequent  development  of 
humanity’s  productive  forces— directed 
not  in  the  interest  of  mutually  compet- 
ing capitalists,  but  rather  by  the  whole 
society  operating  according  to  a definite 


oppressed — will  lift  all  of  humanity  to 
a living  standard  above  even  the  most 
advanced  capitalist  countries. 

However,  the  key  obstacles  to  mobiliz- 
ing the  workers  in  their  class  interest  are 
the  bourgeois  workers  parties  of  the  JCP 
and  Social  Democratic  Party  (SDP)  as 
well  as  the  bureaucratic  trade-union  lead- 
erships who  follow  these  parties,  or  are 
even  linked  to  the  capitalist  DP  directly, 
like  the  Rengo  federation,  which  organ- 
izes those  workers  with  the  most  social 
power.  Both  the  JCP  and  SDP  are  organi- 
cally linked  to  the  working  class  but  have 
a thoroughly  pro-capitalist  leadership  and 
program — and  thus  are  programmatically 
based  on  the  defense  of  the  capitalist 
order.  While  occasionally  using  slightly 
more  militant  rhetoric,  reformist  groups 
like  Kakehashi  or  Chukaku  and  [the  "third 
campist"]  Kakumaru  push  fundamentally 
the  same  reformist  lie  that  capitalism  can 
be  made  to  work  in  the  interest  of  the 
oppres.sed.  In  contrast,  we  in  the  Spartacist 
Group  Japan  struggle  to  forge  a revolution- 
ary. internationalist,  proletarian  party  that 
fights  for  workers  revolution  to  overthrow 
the  rule  of  the  Japanese  imperialists,  as 
part  of  the  struggle  to  uproot  capitalism 
by  workers  revolutions  worldwide. 

Mobilize  Labor  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

Our  organization,  the  International 
Communist  League,  has  been  campaign- 
ing internationally  to  free  American  death 
row  prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  the  U.S.’s 
foremost  political  prisoner.  Targeted  by  the 
FBI  at  least  as  early  as  1 969  when  he  was 
a 1 5-year-old  spokesman  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  in  Philadelphia.  Mumia  is  an 
award-winning  journalist  and  supporter  of 
the  MOVE  organization.  Based  solely  on 
his  political  history  and  beliefs,  he  was 
railroaded  to  death  row  in  1982  on  false 
charges  of  killing  a police  officer.  The  state 
seeks  to  silence  this  powerful  "voice  of  the 
voiceless."  In  the  U.S..  the  racist  death 
penalty  is  rooted  in  the  slave  system — it  is 
the  slaveholders’  lynch  rope  made  legal. 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  racist 
death  penalty!  (See  Spartacist  Japan  sup- 
plement, 13  June  2006.) 

Mumia’s  case  is  at  a critical  juncture. 
Following  a hearing  earlier  this  year  in 
May  [2007],  the  U.S.  federal  appeals 
court  will  pronounce  on  Mumia’s  fate, 
and  a decision  could  come  at  any  lime. 
Now  more  than  ever  it  is  urgent  to  mobi- 
lize protest  based  on  the  power  of  the 
international  working  class.  Now  more 
than  ever  there  must  be  no  illusions  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  "justice  system"  (the 
capitalist  injustice  system).  Abu-Jamal 
was  railroaded  to  death  row  in  a trial  that 
was  a concerted  travesty  of  justice — from 
the  notorious  "hanging  judge”  to  the  racist 
jury  selection,  from  the  fabricated  "con- 
fession" to  the  invented  ballistics  evi- 
dence. from  the  prosecution’s  buying  or 
naked  coercion  of  witnesses  to  the  multi- 
ple violations  of  Mumia’s  constitutional 
rights.  For  the  past  25  years,  the  U.S. 
courts  have  rejected  or  even  refused  to 
consider  the  overwhelming  evidence  of 
his  innocence,  including  the  .sworn  con- 
fession of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not 
Mumia.  killed  the  police  officer.  The 
American  bourgeoisie  sees  in  Mumia  the 
spectre  of  black  revolt.  Thus,  they  are 
determined  to  legally  lynch  him  or  bury 
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him  in  ihe  living  hell  that  is  prison.  That 
must  not  happen! 

When  Mumia  was  facing  an  execution 
warrant  in  1995,  it  was  worldwide  pro- 
tests initiated  by  efforts  undertaken  by  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee — a class- 
struggle  legal  and  social  defense  organi- 
zation associated  with  the  SL/U.S..  sec- 
tion of  the  ICL — and  supported  by  labor 
unions  representing  millions  of  workers 
that  won  a stay  of  execution  for  Mumia. 
However,  this  movement  was  demobil- 
ized by  the  reformist  left,  who  pu.shed 
illusions  in  the  capitalist  state  with  their 
calls  for  a "new  and  fair  trial."  As  if  the 
bourgeoisie  would  ever  give  him  a "fair" 
trial!  While  standing  for  pursuing  every 
possible  legal  avenue  on  Mumia’s  behalf, 
we  must  not  put  any  faith  in  the  "justice" 
of  the  capitalist  courts.  It  will  lake  an 
international  mobilization  of  the  masses, 
centrally  the  workers  movement,  to  win 
Mumia's  freedom.  Now  is  the  time;  mass 
protest  to  demand  Mumia’s  immediate 
freedom  has  to  be  rekindled! 

For  reformists,  the  evidence  of  Mumia's 
innocence  is  uncomfortable,  because  it 
proves  that  his  ca.se  is  not  an  aberration, 
that  it  is  not  about  one  racist  judge  or  one 
bad  cop.  In  fact,  the  case  is  about  the 
whole  racist  capitalist  system  that  will  do 
anything  it  can  to  silence  its  most  militant 
opponents.  Reformists  seek  to  hide  the 
nature  of  the  state  and  preach  reliance  on 
the  very  same  courts  that  framed  Mumia 
to  begin  with.  Thus  our  fight  to  rekindle 
the  mass  movement  centered  on  the  labor 
movement  centrally  involves  fighting  the 
illusions  in  the  capitalist  state  pushed  by 
the  reformist  organizations.  No  illusions 
in  the  capitalist  courts!  Mumia  is  innocent! 
Labor  must  mobilize  to  free  him  now!  In 
the  context  of  the  increased  state  repres- 
sion here  in  Japan,  it  is  clear;  the  fight  for 
Mumia's  freedom  is  the  fight  against 
capitalist  tyranny  and  injustice  not  only  in 
the  U.S.  but  here  in  Japan  and  every- 
where. It  is  an  integral  part  of  the  fight 
to  finish  off  capitalism  once  and  for  all 
through  international  workers  revolution. 

Reformist  Left  Pushes  Illusions 
in  Bourgeois  Democracy 

The  bourgeoisie  and  its  political  repre- 
sentatives have  their  differences  on  the 
death  penalty,  but  these  differences  are 
entirely  tactical:  what  works  best  to  main- 
tain an  efficient  apparatus  of  repression 
against  the  oppressed,  The  DP  in  2003 
supported  a motion  in  the  Diet  [parlia- 
ment] for  a “moratorium  on  executions 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  death-penalty 
investigation  committee  comes  out." 
while  “conducting  a full  discussion"  and 
establishing  a "lifelong  prison  term”  with- 
out any  possibility  for  provisional  release 
(which  currently  does  not  exist  in  Japa- 
nese law).  The  DP  underlined,  “As  the 
Democratic  Party,  we  decided  to  sup- 
port this  law.  since  its  aim  is  not  abolish- 
ing the  death  penalty  it.self,  and  it  is 
important  to  establish  a parliamentary 
investigation  committee  and  hold  wide- 
ranging  discussions  including  on  the  pros 
and  cons  of  the  death  penalty.”  Recently 
Yoshihiro  Yasuda.  one  of  the  country’s 
most  outspoken  anti-death  penalty  law- 
yers. who  has  braved  intimidation  and 
death  threats  for  his  position,  has  started 
supporting  the  idea  of  establishing  a “life- 
long prison  term”  replacing  the  death 
penalty.  This  is  also  the  position  of  the 
"League  of  Parliamentarians  for  Abol- 
ishing the  Death  Penalty.”  which  is 
headed  by  former  cop  Shizuka  Kamei. 
However,  in  contrast  to  the  DP.  the  sig- 
nificance of  this  latter  group's  position 
is  that  it  has  members  from  the  LDP, 
DP  and  from  the  SDP  and  JCP'  While 
we  can  expect  that  parts  of  the  bourg- 
eoisie will  seek  to  “discuss  the  pros  and 
cons”  of  the  death  penalty  (like  the  DP)  or 
abolish  it  (like  Kamei)  in  the  interests  of 
what  method  of  state  repression  works 
best,  for  members  of  the  JCP  and  SDP  to 
join  in  proposing  to  the  bourgeoisie  the 
alternative  of  entombing  people  for  life  in 
prison  hell  is  a fundamental  betrayal  of 
the  interests  of  the  proletariat.  As  com- 
munists, the  SGJ  would  welcome  any 
spanner  thrown  into  the  state  machinery 
of  legal  murder,  but  we  do  not  seek  to 


advise  the  bourgeoisie  on  alternatives! 

Such  betrayals  are  part  and  parcel  of 
the  reformist  program  of  the  JCP.  which 
outrageously  intones  that  "in  case  there 
are  not  enough  police  officers,  we  are  for 
the  minimum  necessary  increase  of  the 
number  of  police  officers”  and  that  "the 
increase  of  the  number  of  judges  cannot 
be  postponed”  (JCP  20H7  election  bro- 
chure). Police  are  not  "public  workers”  as 
the  JCP  declares.  They,  as  well  as  judges, 
are  an  integral  part  of  the  bourgeois 
machine  of  repression.  Increasing  their 
numbers  can  only  mean  increased  repres- 


sion against  the  working  class  and  all  the 
oppressed.  Consistent  with  this  disgust- 
ing capitulation,  the  JCP  is  conspicuously 
silent  in  not  protesting  the  recent  exe- 
cutions. even  though  on  paper  the  JCP 
stands  for  abolishing  the  death  penalty. 
Characteristically,  a key  document  by  the 
JCP  stating  its  opposition  to  the  death 
penalty  is. ..its  1 946  proposal  for  a capital- 
ist constitution  for  Japan  based  on  the 
rule  of  the  blood-soaked  bourgeoisie! 
With  this  perspective  of  class  collabora- 
tion. it  is  no  wonder  that  the  leadership  of 
the  JCP  has  refused  to  mobilize  their 
working-class  base  against  attacks  by  the 
bourgeoisie  and  in  particular  against  the 
death  penalty. 

Both  the  SDP  and  the  Kakehashi  group 
have  openly  denounced  recent  execu- 
tions. participated  in  protests,  and  Kake- 
hashi openly  calls  to  abolish  the  death 
penalty.  But  the  hallmark  of  reformist 
groups  like  Kakehashi  is  that  they  cannot 
manage  to  correctly  oppose  concrete 
measures  of  bourgeois  repression  without 
at  the  same  time  building  up  illusions  that 
capitalist  imperialism  can  be  made  to 
operate  in  a truly  democratic  manner  on 
behalf  of  the  oppressed,  Perhaps  most 
grotesque  in  this  regard  is  a recent  com- 
ment by  Chukaku  about  the  proposed 
"citizen  judge”  system,  where  they  write 
(Zenshin  No.  2271)  that  its  introduction 
would  be  "an  attack  transforming  the 
legal  system  under  the  current  constitu- 
tion— which  has  as  its  pillar  fundamen- 


tal human  rights."  But  Kakehashi  pushes 
the  same  kind  of  line  more  subtly,  in 
its  recent  articles  (Kakehashi  No.  1992, 
No.  1980)  saying  not  one  word  on  how 
the  death  penalty  is  connected  to  main- 
taining the  class  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie. 
While  the  SDP  grotesquely  praises  the 
"anti-death  penalty”  rhetoric  of  the  UN. 
Kakehashi  follows  along  by  printing  the 
report  of  the  UN  "anti-torture"  body  in  its 
pages  (Kakehashi  No.  1980),  without  a 
word  of  criticism  or  characterization  of 
what  the  UN  is.  In  reality  the  UN  is  a den 
of  imperialist  thieves  and  their  victims 


and — among  other  crimes — responsible 
(with  the  full  support  of  the  Japanese 
government)  for  starving  over  1 .5  million 
Iraqis  to  death  through  its  economic 
sanctions. 

In  fact,  sowing  illusions  that  the  UN 
could  act  in  the  interests  of  the  oppressed 
is  totally  in  line  with  both  SDP  and  Kake- 
hashi pushing  the  lie  that  if  only  the  death 
penalty  were  abolished  and  maybe  some 
other  “corrections”  made,  the  capitalist 
system  could  function  in  the  interests  of 
the  oppressed.  But  most  advanced  capi- 
talist states,  such  as  Germany  and  Britain, 
have  abolished  the  death  penalty  and  are 
no  less  committed  to  maintaining  exploi- 
tation and  oppression  through  brutal  state 
repression.  Of  course,  neither  group  men- 
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lions  that  under  Socialist  Party  prime 
minister  Murayama  in  the  ■90s  two  exe- 
cutions were  carried  out.  This  underlines 
how  the  violence  of  the  bourgeoisie  and 
its  state  against  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  cannot  be  eradicated  short  of 
workers  revolution. 

- As  for  its  ultimate  perspective.  Kake- 
hashi states:  "Since  our  19th  conference 
in  2002.  our  position,  in  order  to  promote 
the  anti-capitalist  alternative. ..has  been 
to  stand  for  the  realization  of  'global 
peace,  justice,  human  rights,  democracy'” 
(Kakehashi\-^o.  1958-59.  I January  201)7). 
Even  occasionally  calling  this  program 
"socialist"  cannot  cover  the  fact  that  it  is 
fundamentally  a liberal  conception  that 
one  can  achieve  "human  rights"  or  “de- 
mocracy” within  the  framework  of  the 
capitalist  state.  Consistent  with  its  deeply 
social-democratic  program.  Kakehashi 
presents  the  death  penalty  as  largely  a 
moral  question,  divorced  from  the  class 
struggle.  The  book  What  Is  the  Death 
Penalty?  (1992)  by  Murano.  uncriti- 
cally publicized  by  Kakehashi,  says:  “Of 
course,  outstanding  personalities  In  the 
fields  of  both  religion  [!]  and  educa- 
tion...will  be  able  to  lead  the  people  in  a 
good/sane  direction,  by  explaining  how 
the  death  penalty  itself  is  demeaning  to 
the  human  heart.  People  who  face  the 
death  penally  in  reality  like  prosecutors, 
judges,  people  working  in  the  prison 
system,  and  the  Minister  of  Justice  will 
be  even  more  capable  of  doing  this.” 
Instead  of  seeking  to  mobilize  the  prole- 
tariat in  opposition  to  the  capitalist  state 
and  its  representatives,  this  directly  ap- 
peals to  the  stale  apparatus  to  be  more 
humane,  and  “lead  the  people  in  a good 
direction”!! 

By  pushing  the  reformist  lie  that  vio- 
lence by  the  capitalist  state  is  not  an 
inherent  part  of  this  exploitation  system 
but  simply  a bad  policy,  Kakehashi  sows 
illusions  in  reforming  the  capitalist  state, 
and  it  is  such  illusions  that  politically 
paralyze  the  proletariat.  Kakehashi  is  thus 
a political  obstacle  to  mobilizing  the 
proletariat  in  class  struggle  against  slate 
repression,  and  thus  also  for  the  overall 
struggle  for  workers  revolution.  The  cur- 
rent situation  cries  out  for  a generalized 
counteroffensive  by  the  working  class  at 
the  head  of  all  the  oppressed.  If  mobilized 
independently  of  the  bourgeoisie  in  class 
struggle,  the  many-millioned  proletariat 
would  be  a powerful  force  in  defense  of 
its  own  interests. 

The  SGJ  seeks  to  intervene  in  class  and 
other  social  struggles  to  win  workers  and 
youth  to  the  fight  to  forge  a revolutionary 
workers  party.  This  party  will  be  forged 
in  political  struggle  against  the  reformism 
of  the  JCP.  SDP  and  their  tails  like  Kake- 
hashi. We  fight  for  a revolutionary  trans- 
formation of  this  country,  a proletarian 
social  revolution  that  will  end  the  savage 
exploitation  and  brutal  racial  oppression 
of  capitalist  class  rule  and  the  barbarism 
through  which  it  is  enforced.  The  revolu- 
tionary party  we  struggle  to  build  will  be 
internationalist,  joining  together  the  strug- 
gles of  the  proletariat  and  oppressed  in 
the  imperialist  centers  like  Japan  with 
the  struggles  of  those  of  the  oppressed 
nations.  Our  objective  is  the  working  class 
taking  power,  smashing  the  capitalist  state 
and  establishing  its  own  state — the  dicta- 
torship of  the  proletariat.  This  will  be  the 
first  step  toward  a world  free  of  war. 
racism,  poverty  and  exploitation.  Join  us 
in  this  struggle  !■ 


For  more  information  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail:  spartcan@on  aibn.com 
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Top;  Prominent  anarchists  Kotoku  Shusui  and 
Kanno  Suga,  executed  along  with  ten  others 
in  1911  for  alleged  plot  to  kill  the  emperor. 
Heroic  Soviet  spies  Richard  Sorge  (top  right) 
and  Ozaki  Hotsumi,  executed  in  1944.  Below: 
Spartacist  Group  Japan  public  meeting  com- 
memorates 90th  anniversary  of  the  Russian 
Revolution  at  the  graves  of  Sorge  and  Ozaki, 
November  2007. 
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Trotskyist  League/Spartacus  Youth  Club  Forum 


Venezuela: 

Break  with  Bourgeois  Populism! 
For  Workers  Revolution! 

U.S.  Hands  Off! 
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Open  Letter  to  Fighters 
for  Mumia’s  Freedom 


For  Mass  Labor  Mobilizations  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

For  United-Front  Action! 


The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  issued 
the  following  open  letter  on  April  H. 

The  March  27  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  decision  condemns  Mumia  to 
either  execution  or  the  living  death  of  life 
in  prison.  This  ruling  should  make  clear  to 
all  who  are  committed  to  the  fight  to  free 
this  innocent  man  that  he  can  get  no  jus- 
tice at  the  hands  of  the  very  forces  that 
framed  him  up  and  sentenced  him  to  die. 
At  every  step,  the  courts  have  made  clear 
that  Mumia  has  no  rights  that  they  are 
bound  to  respect  and  that  innocence  does 
not  matter.  Even  those  who  have  mobi- 
lized for  many  years  on  the  basis  that 
Mumia  could  gel  a "new,  fair  trial"  now 
proclaim  that  there  should  he  no  illusions 
m the  American  injustice  system.  Now 
more  than  ever,  mobilizing  mass  militant 
protest  in  the  fight  for  Mumia's  freedom 
must  be  based  on  rejecting  any  reliance 
on  the  courts. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and 
its  fraternal  defense  organizations  interna- 
tionally have  pul  out  a call  for  united-front 
action,  centered  on  the  social  power  of  the 
multiracial  labor  movement,  from  Oak- 
land and  L.  A.  to  Chicago.  London.  Sydney 
and  elsewhere  under  the  slogans:  "Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"  These 
protests  have  been  endorsed  by  trade  unions, 
such  as  United  Auto  Workers  Local  3212 
in  Chicago,  the  New  York  City  chapter  of 
the  Coalition  of  Black  Trade  Unionists 
and  the  Finsbury  Park  Branch  of  the  RMT 
rail  and  transit  workers  union  in  England, 
by, former  Black  Panther  Party  militants, 
including  Emory  Douglas  and  David  Hil- 
liard as  well  as  Ray  Boudreaux  and  Rich- 
ard Brown,  two  of  the  "San  Francisco  8“ 
who  are  being  dragged  through  the  courts 
on  frame-up  charges  of  killing  a cop  that 
had  been  dismissed  30  years  ago. 

But  when  we  went  to  an  April  5 meeting 
of  the  San  Francisco  Mobilization  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  to  propose  that  they 
endorse  the  Oakland  mobilization  initialed 
by  the  PDC  and  Labor  Black  League 
for  Social  Defense,  they  outright  refused. 
Jefl'  Mackler.  a leader  of  Socialist  Action 
and  director  of  the  Mobe.  pointed  to 
the  PDC/LBL  mobilization  call  and  de- 
nounced the  criticisms  there  of  Socialist 
Action  and  others  who  have  subordinated 
the  fight  for  Mumia's  freedom  to  the  call 
for  a “new  trial,"  He  said  that  he  would  not 
want  the  "good  name"  of  the  Mobe  tar- 
nished by  endorsing  the  Oakland  demon- 
stration. He  accused  us  of  being  sectarian. 
In  fact,  the  Spartacist  League,  with  which 
the  PDC  is  associated,  gave  critical  support 
to  Mackler’s  2006  Senatorial  campaign. 

Over  two  years  ago.  when  the  Third 
Circuit  Court  allowed  Mumia  to  raise  a 
paltry  ihree~oul  of  over  two  dozen — 
issues  on  appeal.  Mackler  declared  that 
the  ruling  was  “a  major  blow  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania legal  establishment."  When  the 
recent  court  ruling  burst  his  bubble. 
Mackler  conceded  that  his  Mobe  was  in  a 
"demoralized  state."  Indeed,  this  meeting, 
which  was  to  plan  for  a protest  announced 
by  the  Mobe  for  April  20  in  defense  of 
Mumia.  made  clear  that  they  have  no  con- 
crete' plans  for  a protest. 

On  April  6.  PDC  representatives  at- 


tended a New  York  planning  meeting 
called  by  the  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
Coalition  (NYC)  for  the  April  19  demon- 
stration in  Philadelphia.  Unlike  their  past 
appeals  for  a "new  trial.”  the  Coalition's 
flyer  for  the  Philly  protest  declared.  "We 
Say  Free  Mumia  Now!"  Recognizing  that 
this  opened  the  possibility  of  building  a 
united-front  action  to  mobiliz.e  the  broad- 
est number  of  forces  on  the  basis  of  fight- 
ing for  Mumia's  freedom,  we  distributed  a 
letter  signed  by  PDC  counsel  Rachel  Wolk- 
enstein  (printed  below)  and  sought  to  pre- 
sent a motion  motivating  the  need  for 
united-front  action.  In  response.  Suzanne 
Ross,  a leader  of  the  New  York  Free 
Mumia  Coalition,  declared  there  would  be 
no  united  front  and  physically  excluded  us 
from^he  meeting.  What  are  they  afraid  of.’ 

Ever  since  the  PDC  took  up  Mumia's 
case  over  20  years  ago.  we  have  sought  to 
mobilize  the  broadest  forces  in  his  defense. 
Rallies  and  protests  initiated  by  the  PDC 
for  Mumia's  freedom  have  always  wel- 
comed organizations  and  individuals  repre- 
senting diverse  political  viewpoints  and 
encouraged  them  to  air  their  points  of  view, 
including  political  differences.  Indeed,  we 
had  offered  the  New  York  Coalition  a 
speaker  at  the  PDC/LBL-initiated  emer- 
gency protest  in  lower  Manhattan  on 
March  28  (an  offer  they  rejected).  We  also 
recognized  that  these  forces  were  very  far 
removed  from  our  class-struggle  perspec- 
tive. Our  fight  to  free  Mumia  and  abolish 
the  racist  death  penalty  is  part  of  our  strug- 
gle to  bring  working  people  and  the  op- 
pressed to  the  conscious  understanding  that 
the  capitalist  state,  its  cops  and  courts,  is 
not  some  "neutral”  agency  that  serves  soci- 
ety as  a whole,  but  rather  exists  to  defend 
the  class  rule  and  profits  of  the  capitalists 
against  tho.se  whom  they  exploit  and  op- 
press. The  frame-up  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
is  a stark  expression  of  the  class  and  race 
bias  of  the  capitalist  courts  and  underline.s 
the  need  for  the  multiracial  working  class 
to  champion  the  fight  for  black  liberation. 

We  fight  for  mass  protest  for  Mumia’s 
freedom  based  on  labor's  social  power, 
which  lies  in  its  ability  to  choke  off  the 
profits  that  are  the  lifeblood  of  capitalism. 
To  that  end.  the  PDC  has  fought  for  genuine 
united-front  action  in  Mumia's  defense — 
i.e..  unity  in  action  based  on  agreed-upon 
slogans  and  complete  freedom  of  criticism. 
That  means  an  open  debate  about  what 
strategy  is  needed  to  rebuild  the  movement 
for  Mumia  and  fight  for  his  freedom.  The 
call  for  a "new  trial"  is  based  on  a political 
program  of  reliance  on  the  capitalist  class, 
its  politicians  and  courts  to  afford  ju.stice  to 
fighters  for  the  oppressed.  Nobody  ever 
called  for  a "new  trial''  for  Angela  Davis. 
Huey  Newton  or  Nelson  Mandela.  Had  the 
political  counterposition  between  our  call 
to  "Free  Mumia"  and  those  advocating  a 
“new  trial"  been  openly  debated  over  the 
past  decade,  the  movement  for  Mumia 
today  would  have  been  stronger  and  firmly 
based  on  the  need  to  mobilize  to  free  this 
innocent  man. 

Our  exposure  of  how  the  liberals  and 
reformists  have  undermined  the  fight  for 
Mumia's  freedom  with  their  calls  for  a 
"new.  fair  trial"  has  earned  us  the  w rath  of 
those  who  are  hostile  to  the  perspective  of 


a class-struggle  movement  for  Mumia’s 
freedom.  The  rejection  of  our  urgent  call 
for  united-front  action  by  the  Mobe  and 
the  New  York  Coalition  is  political  cow- 
ardice. At  this  urgent  hour,  they  are  sub- 
ordinating the  fight  for  Mumia's  freedom 
to  their  fear  of  political  debate. 

The  call  for  a "new  trial”  was  con- 
.sciously  tailored  to  appeal  to  liberals  whose 
concern  lies  with  preserving  the  fraud  of 
American  "democracy."  not  with  Mumia's 
freedom.  A prime  example  is  journalist 
David  Lindorff.  who  openly  staled  in  his 
book.  Killing  Time,  that  'Tm  not  convinced 
that  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  was  simply  an 
inmx'eni  bystander"  and  that  Mumia  may 
have  shot  officer  Faulkner.  Lindorff  is  wel- 
comed with  open  arms  by  the  reformists 
while  the  PD(?.  which  has  fought  for  20 
years  to  prove  Mumia's  innocence  and  win 
his  freedom,  is  excluded. 

When  Mumia  was  faced  with  imminent 
death  at  the  hands  of  the  state's  executioner 
in  1995.  mass  protests,  including  by  unions 
and  other  organizations  representing  mil- 
lions. were  mobilized  around  the  world  and 
stayed  the  executioner's  hand.  Before  this. 
Socialist  Action  and  others  had  little  to  say 
about  Mumia's  case.  Court  hearings  that 
summer  to  overturn  his  frame-up  convic- 
tion revealed  more  and  more  evidence  of 
Mumia's  innocence,  much  of  it  uncovered 
by  PDC  counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein  and 
Jonathan  Piper,  who  served  on  Mumia’s 
legal  defense  from  1995  to  1999.  But 
rather  than  using  this  evidence  to  arm 
Mumia's  supporters  and  win  new  activists 
to  the  fight  for  his  freedom,  the  reformist 
left  adopted  the  call  for  a "new  trial.”  As 
each  new  witness  gave  further  proof  of 
Mumia’s  innocence — William  Singletary. 
Veronica  Jones.  Pamela  Jenkins — the  ref- 
ormists deepened  their  commitment  to 
promoting  illusions  in  American  "justice.” 
This  demobilized  a movement  of  millions 
— the  clear  message  was;  Why  mobilize 
on  the  streets  and  in  the  unions  if  Mumia 
can  get  justice  in  the  courts? 

By  2001.  the  reformists  were  actively 
burying  evidence  of  Mumia's  innocence.  In 
March  of  that  year.  Dan  Williams,  then  co- 
counsel to  Leonard  Weinglass  on  Mumia's 
legal  team,  published  Executing  Justice. 
which  denigrated  evidence  of  Mumia's 
innocence,  denouncing  the  confession  of 
Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not  Mumia.  killed 
officer  Faulkner,  before  that  evidence  was 
filed  in  court.  For  this  betrayal.  Mumia 
fired  Weinglass  and  Williams,  In  May 
2001.  Mumia's  new  legal  team  filed  the 
Beverly  evidence  in  state  and  federal  courts 
along  with  sworn  declarations  by  Mumia 
and  his  brother.  Billy  Cook,  that  Mumia 
had  nothing  to  do  with  Faulkner's  shooting. 
These  statements  only  amplified  the  moun- 
tains of  evidence  of  Mumia’s  innocence. 
But  they  were  too  hot  for  the  reformists  and 
liberals  to  handle.  Speaking  to  lliem.  Mumia 
wrote  in  May  2001:  "Many  of  you  have 
said  that  you  don’t  believe  in  the  system, 
yet.  in  your  hearts  you  refuse  to  let  it  go.” 

Four  months  later,  in  the  face  of  the 
September  1 1 attacks  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  and  Pentagon,  the  liberals  and  ref- 
ormists recoiled  under  the  pressure  of 
increased  repression  and  "national  unity” 
patriotism.  In  December  2001.  federal 


district  court  judge  William  Yohn  over- 
turned the  death  sentence  while  affirming 
Mumia’s  frame-up  conviction.  This  was  a 
demoralizing  blow  to  the  advocates  of  a 
"new  trial.”  who  had  long  preached  that 
Mumia  would  find  justice  in  the  federal 
courts.  But  rather  than  mobilizing  on  the 
call  to  free  Mumia.  they  told  activists  to 
look  to  the  next  federal  appeals  court. 
Protests  that  once  drew  tens  of  thousands 
were  reduced  to  a few  hundred  at  best. 

Time  is  short.  Mumia  has  nearly  reached 
the  end  of  the  fegal  road,  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  believe  he  can  receive  a bet- 
ter outcome  before  the  full  Third  Circuit 
Court  or  from  the  neo-segregationist  U.S. 
Supreme  Court.  Mumia's  struggle  embod- 
ies the  struggle  against  this  system  of  capi- 
talist exploitation  and  racist  oppression. 
This  underlines  the  urgent  need  to  mobilize 
the  social  power  of  labor  in  his  defense. 
There  can  be  no  flinching  on  Mumia’s  inno- 
cence. on  the  need  to  fight  for  his  freedom 
and  to  abolish  the  racist  death  penalty.  We 
call  on  all  fighters  for  Mumia's  freedom  to 
mobilize  now  and  join  in  genuine  mass 
united-front  protests.  Mumia  Ahu-Jamal  is 
innocent!  Free  Mumia  now!  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty! 


We  print  below  in  full  the  letter,  signed 
h\  PDC  counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein.  that 
irn.s  distributed  at  the  April  6 New  York 
Free  Mumia  Coalition  meeting. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  a leatlei  calling 
for  the  19  April  demonstration  in  Phila- 
delphia under  the  slogan  "We  Say  Free 
Mumia  Now!"  The  fight  for  Mumia's 
freedom  is  at  an  urgent  juncture.  The 
recent  court  decision  illuminates  for  any 
who  continued  to  have  such  illusions  that 
there  is  no  justice  in  the  capitalist  courts. 
As  Pam  Africa  stated  in  her  "Call  for  19 
April  Mobilization"  that  was  published 
in  Workers  World  on  3 April;  “We  have 
absolutely  no  faith  in  the  judicial  system, 
but  if  Mumia  does  have  a court  proceed- 
ing. we  will  continue  to  mobilize  to  pack 
the  courtroom  and  the  streets  in  support  of 
Mumia,  just  like  we  have  always  done 
whenever  there  was  a courtroom  proceed- 
ing for  Mumia.  whether  he  was  present 
or  not.  However,  we  know  that  if  Mumia 
gets  justice,  it  will  not  come  from  the 
courts,  but  only  from  the  pressure  gener- 
ated by  the  people." 

We  need  to  bring  out  all  the  forces  who 
agree  to  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  in  a 
mass  united-front  action  in  Philadelphia 
on  19  April.  We  are  already  working  to  that 
end  and  are  building  a contingent  for  that 
demonstration.  This  is  an  urgent  situation 
since  the  racist  rulers  are  still  committed 
to  putting  Mumia  to  death  or  entombing 
him  for  life — which  we  cannot  allow.  The 
March  27  decision  by  the  Third  Circuit 
Court  is  a wake  up  cal!  to  any  activist  who 
thought  that  the  federal  courts  could  be 
equitable  and  fair  to  Mumia.  25  years  of 
legal  proceedings  starkly  show  that  there 
is  no  middle  ground — it's  either  fight  for 
Mumia's  freedom  or  accede  to  his  legal 
lynching  or  life  in  prison. 

As  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
argued  in  Philadelphia  at  the  31  March 
planning  meeting,  we  are  renewing  our 
appeal  that  the  19  April  demonstration  be 
built  on  the  basis  of  a united  front:  unity  in 
action  while  having  freedom  of  criticism. 
That  means  all  participating  organizations 
agreeing  with  the  slogan  "Free  Mumia 
Now!"  should  be  encouraged  to  put  for- 
ward their  own  views  in  their  leaflets,  plac- 
ards and  chants  to  build  for  the  19  April 
rally  under  their  own  names.  Every  endorser 
should  be  encouraged  to  put  out  their  own 
statement  for  the  rally  with  which  other 
endorsers  would  not  necessarily  agree. 
Endorsers  would  only  agree  with  the  united 
front  slogan — Free  Mumia  Now! — and 
the  time,  date  and  place  of  the  rally.  No 
endorser  would  be  affiliated  with  the  con- 
tent of  the  leaflets  of  any  other  endorsing 
organization.  All  endorsing  organizations 
would  be  able  to  have  a speaker  at  the 
podium  as  well,  This  way.  the  maximum 
number  of  organizations  representing  the 
most  diverse  opinions  can  be  united  against 
this  racist  frame-up  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
and  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom'  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


PDC  Press  Release 


Free  Mumia  Now! 

Third  Circuit  Court  Upholds  Frame-Up  Conviction  of 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  Orders  Hearing  to 
Reinstate  Death  Penalty  or  Entomb  Him  for  Life 


We  prim  below  a March  27  press 
release  issued  by  ihe  Pariisan  Defense 
Conmjiilee.  The  PDC  is  a Liass-slruf»gle. 
non-secfarian  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  associated  with  the  Spariu- 
cist  League. 

Emergency  Protests,  March  28  in  cities 
across  the  U.S.,  internationally  on  March 
28  and  29:  Freedom  Now  for  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal!  Contact  the  PDC  for  local  infor- 
mation or  go  to  www.partisandefense.org. 

The  federal  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  ruled  today  to  uphold  the  frame- 
up  conviction  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  for 
the  1981  killing  of  Philadelphia  police 
officer  Daniel  Faulkner.  The  court's  ruling 
means  that  Mumia  faces  either  execution 


or  Ihe  living  death  of  life  in  prison.  In 
upholding  federal  district  court  Judge 
William  Yohn’s  2001  decision  reversing 
Mumia's  death  sentence,  the  court  has 
ruled  that  either  a new  sentencing  hearing 
lake  place,  where  the  death  sentence  could 
be  reinstated,  or  that  Mumia  automati- 
cally be  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment. 
Both  sides  are  likely  to  appeal  the  ruling. 

Rachel  Wolkenstein,  counsel  for  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee,  stated  today: 
•■‘The  court's  decision  is  an  outrage,  a slap 
in  the  face  to  all  opponents  of  racist  injus- 
tice. This  ruling  shows  that  no  Justice  can 
be  expected  from  the  capitalist  courts.  It 
shows  yet  again  that  the  cops,  prosecutors 
and  courts — with  the  support  of  capital- 


ist politicians.  Democrats  as  well  as  Re- 
publicans— are  determined  to  carry  out 
Mumia’s  legal  lynching  or  bury  him  for 
life  in  prison.  We  must  not  let  this  hap- 
pen! Mumia  must  be  freed  now!" 

Wolkenstein  added:  ‘‘After  barring  evi- 
dence of  Mumia’s  innocence,  today’s 
court  decision  retailed  as  fact  the  prose- 
cution’s long-discredited  lie  that  Mumia 
killed  Officer  Faulkner.  Every  leg  of  the 
prosecution’s  case  against  Mumia  has 
been  proven  time  and  again  to  be  a fabri- 
cation. from  Mumia’s  alleged  ’confes- 
sion’ on  the  night  of  the  killing  to  the 
prosecution  witnesses  who  were  coerced 
into  false  testimony  to  the  supposed  mur- 
der weapon  that  was  not  even  tested  to 
see  If  it  was  fired. 

"There  is  a mountain  of  evidence  prov- 
ing that  Mumia  is  the  victim  of  a racist 
political  frame-up.  Every  piece  of  evi- 
dence in  the  case,  from  the  forensics  to 
the  ballistics  to  the  eyewitnesses,  proves 
that  Mumia  is  innocent.  This  includes  the 
sworn  confession  of  Arnold  Beverly  that 
he.  not  Mumia.  shot  and  killed  Officer 
Faulkner.  The  Beverly  evidence  was  sub- 
mitted to  federal  and  stale  courts  in  200 1 . 
but  they  have  refused  to  consider  it.  The 
continued  on  page  II 


Pam  Africa,  coordinator  of  Interna- 
tional Concerned  Family  and  Friends 
of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  at  March  31 
press  conference  called  by  ICFFMAJ 
in  Philadelphia.  ■* 


Mobilize  Now  For  United-Front  Protests! 

Oakland  t Toronto  Z Chicago  . Los  Angeles 


Satv  April  19,  2:30  p.m. 

14th  and  Broadway 

(near  the  Federal  Building) 

More  info:  {510)  839-0852  or 
pdcbayare8@sbcglobal.net 
Sparfacus  Youth  Club  Video  Showing 
and  Organizing  Meeting 
Thursday,  April  17,  5 p m. 

SFSU,  Cesar  Chavez  Student  Center 
Rosa  Parks  A,  San  Francisco 

More  into.  (510)  839-0851  or 
sycbayarea@sbcglobal  net 


Sat.,  April  19,  1 p.m. 

Across  the  street  from  the 
U.S.  Consulate,  360  University  Ave. 
between  Dundas  (St.  Patrick  Station) 
and  Queen  (Osgoode  Station) 

More  info:  {416}  593-4138  or 
pdctoronto@bellnet.ca 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  Organizing  Meeting 
Saturday.  April  12.  4 p.m. 

U of  T.  Room  2105.  Sidney  Smith  Hall 
100  St  George  Street 
$partcan@on  atbn  com 


Sat.,  April  26,  12  noon 

Federal  Plaza 

{Adams  and  Dearborn) 

More  info:  (312)  563-0442  or 
chicagopdc@sbcglobal.net 

Labor  Black  Struggle  League 
Discussion  and  Organizing  Meeting 
Saturday,  April  12,  4 p.m 
Spartacist  Public  Office  222  S,  Morgan  St, 
{at  Jackson),  ring  #23  on  buzzer 
(312)  563-0441  or  chicagospartacisl@sbcg1obal  net 


Sat.,  April  26,  1 p.m. 

Westwood  Federal  Building 

11000  Wilshire  Blvd. 

More  info:  (213)380-8897  or 
pdc-la@sbcglobal.net 
Labor  Black  League  Organizing  Meeting 
Saturday.  April  12.  2 p.m. 

3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Room  215 
(across  from  Beverly/Varmont  Red  Line  Station] 
UCLA  Organizing  Meeting 
Tuesday,  April  15, 6 p.m.,  Royce  Hall.  Rm.  152 
(213)  380-6239 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


Partial  list  of  endorsers  of  these  various  protests 
as  of  8 April  2008: 

Afrikan  Liberation  Day  Organising  Committee,  London,  England 
Amalgamated  Transit  Union  Local  241 , Chicago,  IL 
Amalgamated  Transit  Union  Local  306,  Chicago.  IL 
Charles  Barron,  Councilmember,  New  York  City  Council,* 

New  York,  NY 

Black  Action  Defense  Committee  Inc..  Toronto,  ON,  Canada 
Dave  Bleakney.  National  Union  Representative,  Canadian  Union  of 
Postal  Workers.*  Ottawa.  ON.  Canada 
Richard  Brown,  member.  Committee  for  the  Defense  of  Human 
Rights  (SF  8),*  San  Francisco,  CA 
Cardiff  Nexus  Innocence  Project,  Cardiff.  Wales 
Coalition  of  Black  Trade  Unionists  (CBTU)  New  York  City 
Chapter,  New  York,  NY 

Monique  Code,  spokesperson  for  Jamal  Hart,  New  York,  NY 
Colectivo  Rebeldia,  Mexico  City.  Mexico 
Emory  Douglas.  Revolutionary  Artist/Minister  of  Culture,  Black 
Panther  Party,*  San  Francisco.  CA 
Michael  Eric  Dyson,  Professor.  Georgetown  University.* 
Washington,  D C 

Mike  Elliot,  Chair,  UAW  Standing  Committee,  United  Auto  Workers 
Local  551.*  Park  Forest.  IL 
Christiane  Ensslin,  Editor,  Cologne,  Germany 
Professor  Dr.  Heinrich  Fink.  Chairman.  WN-BdA  (Association  of 
the  Victims  of  the  Nazi  Regime  - Coalition  of  Anti-fascists),* 

Berlin.  Germany 


Gay  Liberation  Network,  Chicago,  IL 

Goldli,  daughter  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  Philadelphia,  PA 

Marty  Goodman,  member,  former  Executive  Board  member, 

TWU  Local  too,*  New  York,  NY 

Keith  Hamilton.  Executive  Board  member.  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU)  Local  10.*  Oakland,  CA 
Stuart  Hanlon,  attorney.  San  Francisco,  CA 
Jack  Heyman.  Executive  Board  member.  ILWU  Local  10*.  member. 
Labor  Action  Committee  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal, 

San  Francisco.  CA 

David  Hilliard.  Or  Huey  P Newton  Foundation,  Oakland,  CA 
Michael  Hoard.  Co-chair,  African  American  Longshore  Coalition,* 
Seattle,  WA 

International  Longshoremen's  Association  Local  1422, 
Charleston,  SC 

Labor  Action  Committee  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  Oakland,  CA 
Jose  Rosario  Marroquin  Farrera,  Coordinator  of  the  Communi- 
cation and  Analysis  Area,  Centro  de  Derechos  Humanos  Miguel 
Agustin  Pro,*  Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Horacio  Mena,  .Mternate  Steward,  AFSCME  Local  444.*  Berkeley,  CA 
Piergiorgio  Moro.  Workplace  Delegate.  Australian  Services  Union- 
A&S,*  Melbourne,  Australia 

National  Union  of  Rail.  Maritime  and  Transport  Workers 
Finsbury  Park  Branch.  Hertfordshire,  England 
Navenda  Civata  Demokratika  kurd  e.V.,  Berlin.  Germany 
Darryl  "Mike  D."  Payne,  President.  International  Longshoremen's 
Association  Local  1526,'  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
Gilies  Perrault.  writer,  France 


Jose  Antonio  Ramos-Collazo.  Delegate  of  the  Utuado  Local  Board, 
Federacion  de  Maestros  de  Puerto  Rico,*  Utuado.  Puerto  Rico 
Region  4 Area  Women's  Caucus  United  Auto  Workers. 
Maywood,  IL 

Kenneth  Riley.  President,  International  Longshoremen's 
Association  Local  1422.  Charleston,  SC 
San  Francisco  Bay  View  National  Black  Newspaper. 

San  Francisco.  CA 

Chris  Silvers,  Secretary-Treasurer.  International  Brotherhood  of 
Teamsters  Local  808,*  Long  Island  City,  NY 
Donald  A.  Smith,  Trustee.  Executive  Board  member.  National 
Association  of  Letter  Carriers  Branch  2200,*  Pasadena,  CA 
SSEU  Local  371,  New  York,  NY 

Bernhard  Stietz-Leipnitz,  member  of  the  Hamburg  Executive 
Board,  ver.di  (Public  Service  Workers  Union),*  Hamburg,  Germany 
Toronto  Forum  on  Cuba,  Toronto.  ON,  Canada 
UAW  Local  3212,  Chicago,  IL 
Henry  Walton,  HosUProducer,  Labor  Review  - KPFK,* 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

Standlsh  E.  Willis.  Chair,  National  Conference  of  Black  Lavryers 
Chicago  Chapter.*  Chicago,  IL 

'Organizational  affiliation  listed  for  identification  purposes  only. 
We  want  to  make  it  very  clear  that  the  endorsers  of  the  united- 
front  protests  do  not  necessarily  agree  in  any  particular  with 
the  call  by  the  PDC/LBLs  printed  on  page  1. 


Join  the  PDC/LBL  Class-Struggle  Contingent  in  Philadelphia 

at  the  National  Demonstration  called  by  International  Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


Contingent 

Slogans: 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 
There  Is  No  Justice  in  the  Capitalist  Courts!  Mobilize  Labor’s  Power — For  Mass  Protest! 

Saturday,  April  19,  11  a.m.  Federal  Building,  6th  Street  and  Market 

For  more  information  and  round-trip  transportation  from  New  York  City  contact  the  PDC:  (212)  406-4252  or  partisandefense@earthlink.net 

Saturday,  April  12,  2 p.m.:  Spartacus  Youth  Club  Video  Showing  and  Organizing  Meeting  for  Philly  April  19th  PDC/LBL  Contingent 

Spartacist  Public  Office:  299  Broadway.  Suite  310,  New  York  City  (take  any  train  to  City  Hall  or  Chambers  St.);  (212)  267-1025  or  nysl@liac.net 


U.S.  united-front  demonstrations  are  initiated  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black  Leagues. 
For  information  on  Berlin,  London,  Mexico  City,  Paris  and  Sydney  demonstrations,  visit:  www.partisandefense.org 

The  POC  IS  a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organization  which  champions  cases  and  causes  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  working  people 

This  purpose  is  in  accordance  with  the  political  views  of  the  Spartacist  League 
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Worldwide  Emergency  Protests  Against  Federal  Court  Ruling 


After  the  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  heard  oral  arguments 
in  Mumia's  case  last  May,  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee 
and  Labor  Black  Leagues,  along 
with  the  PDC's  fraternal  defense 
organi^alions  worldwide,  an- 
nounced emergency  protests  for 
the  day  after  a negative  court 
decision.  After  the  federal  court’s 
March  27  ruling  upholding  the 
frame-up  conviction  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  while  ordering  a 
new  sentencing  hearing,  on 
March  28  the  PDC  and  LBLs 
held  emergency  protests  in  New 
York.  Chicago.  Oakland  and 
Los  Angeles.  Defense  organizations  linked 
with  the  International  Communist  League’s 
sections  also  held  protest  rallies  in  Toronto. 
Berlin.  London  on  March  28  and  in  Paris. 
Hamburg  and  Sydney  on  March  29.  On 
March  28.  our  comrades  in  Mexico  City 
organize^  a rally  at  UNAM  (the  National 
Autonomous  University  of  Mexico),  while 
in  Vancouver,  Canada,  comrades  held  a 
united-front  speakout  at  the  University  of 
British  Columbia.  The  protests  brought  out 
trade  unionists,  students,  anti-racist  activ- 
ists as  well  as  spokesmen  from  some  of  our 
political  opponents  on  the  left.  These  dem- 
onstrations were  launching  pads  for  the 
united-front  protests  that  have  been  called 
for  April  in  cities  around  the  world  {see 
campaign  announcement,  page  7),  part  of 
the  fight  to  revive  the  movement  for  Mumia. 

In  New  York,  some  130  protesters 
joined  the  picket  line  called  by  the  PDC 
and  LBL  in  lower  Manhattan.  PDC  coun- 
sel Rachel  Wolkenstein  called  the  deci- 
sion an  outrage,  adding:  "Once  again. 
Mumia’s  case  proves  unquestionably  the 
injustice  that  exists  in  the  capitalist  legal 
system.’’  As  Wolkenstein  noted  in  a state- 
ment to  a March  31  press  conference  in 
Philadelphia  called  by  Pam  Africa,  coor- 
dinator of  the  International  Concerned 
Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal: 
“The  Third  Circuit  decision  created  an- 
other set  of  'Mumia  rules’ — those  excep- 
tions to  well-established  judicial  prece- 
dent.” Her  statement  continued:  "Every 
possible  legal  avenue  must  be  vigorously 
pursued  to  challenge  the  Court  of  Appeals' 
decision.  But  we  cannot  afford  to  have 
any  illusions.  The  pressure  that  can  make 
the  courts  yield  is  that  of  mass  inter- 
national protest,  crucially  based  on  the 
power  of  labor." 

At  the  New  York  City  protest.  Mumia’s 
daughter,  Goldii.  gave  a powerful  speech, 
calling  to  continue  the  fight  to  free  Mumia; 
“Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  guilty  of  nothing. 
He  is  an  innocent  man  and  his  life  is  ai 
stake  by  the  state  for  nothing,  because  of 
his  political  beliefs.  We  need  to  let  peo- 
ple know,  all  the  people  out  here  on  the 


'‘Labor  Has  the  Power 
to  Make  the  Courts  Bow! 

Mumia  Is  Innocent! 

Free  Him  Now! 


free  Mmia’juiiiTjifyf 

Ubolish  the 


ff 
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Mumia's  daughter,  Goldii,  addresses  over  100  demonstrators  in  tower 
Manhattan  at  March  28  emergency  protest  initiated  by  PDC  and  LBL. 


streets,  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  an  innocent 
man!  We  will  not  let  him  die!...  The  evi- 
dence to  prove  that  he  is  innocent  is 
there.  But  they  want  to  deny  it  because 
they  are  afraid  of  him.  because  of  his 
eloquence,  his  intelligence.... 

“People  on  the  street,  you  need  to  lake 
action!  You  need  to  read  some  real  stuff 
from  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee, 
read  some  information  for  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal.  Please,  we  are  not  going  to  let 
this  happen!" 

Monique  Code  also  spoke  at  the  New 
York  rally,  on  behalf  of  Mumia’s  son. 
Jamal  Hart,  who  was  framed  up  and 
sentenced  in  1998  to  l5-and-a-half  years 
in  prison  on  bogus  firearms  possession 
charges — the  state’s  revenge  for  his  devo- 
tion to  the  campaign  to  free  his  father. 
Charles  Jenkins,  member  of  Transport 
Workers  Union  (TWU)  Local  100  and 
Second  Vice  President  of  the  NYC  chapter 
of  the  Coalition  of  Black  Trade  Unionists, 
called  to  mobilize  labor:  “We  have  some 


brothers  from  the  TWU  and.  along  with 
myself,  we  intend  to  put  the  leadership  on 
the  spot — to  raise  the  issue  of  not  putting 
money  into  the  politicians’  pockets  but  to 
fight  for  the  social  issues  that  affect  every 
one  of  us.  Free  Mumia!  Labor  has  to  do 
its  part  in  this  struggle.” 

Tom  Cowperthwaite  spoke  for  the  LBL 
and  pointed  to  the  social  power  shown  by 
his  union,  TWU  Local  100.  when  it  went 
on  strike  in  December  2005  in  defiance  of 
anti-strike  laws,  crippling  New  York  City 
for  three  days.  He  said:  "Imagine  if  one  of 
our  demands  had  been  ’Free  Mumia!*” 
He  stressed  the  need  to  combat  illusions 
in  capitalist  Democratic  politicians,  such 
as  Barack  Obama,  that  are  an  obstacle  to 
the  consciousness  necessary  to  mobilize 
labor’s  independent  power. 

Several  PDC  and  Spartacist  supporters 
also  attended  a protest  held  the  same  day  in 
Harlem,  which  had  been  called  by  the  New 


York  Free  Mumia  Coalition 
after  the  PDC/LBL  had  already 
announced  plans  for  emergency 
protests.  That  rally,  which  had 
no  speakers  and  was  attended 
by  nearly  all  the  left  groups 
in  the  city,  drew  about  200 
people.  It  was  followed  by  a 
planning  meeting  for  the  April 
19  Philadelphia  demonstration, 
where  coalition  leader  Suzanne 
Ross  stated:  "If  we  can  bring 
enough  pressure  in  the  streets, 
then  Hillary  Clinton  might  .sup- 
port Mumia — for  one  minute — 
to  get  the  black  vote”!  Several 
people  groaned  in  disbelief  and 
a PDC  supporter  blurted  out.  “Are  you 
out  of  your  mind?!”  Ross’  statement  is 
the  crystallized  (and  inane)  expression  of 
the  reformists’  subordination  of  the  fight 
to  free  Mumia  to  liberal  pressure  politics. 

At  the  Oakland  PDC/LBL  protest, 
which  drew  over  100  people,  Fred  Hamp- 
ton Jr.  the  son  of  the  Black  Panther  Party 
leader  killed  in  1969  by  the  Chicago  cops 
working  with  the  FBI.  addressed  the  crowd: 
“We  made  it  clear  that  the  same  U.S. 
COINTEL  program  that  targeted  Fred 
Hampton  when  he  was  14  years  old.  the 
same  COINTELPRO  that  targeted  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  when  he  was  16  years  old.  the 
same  COINTELPRO  that  has  increased  the 
bounty  on  the  head  of  Assata  Shakur. 
our  modern-day  Harriet  Tubman  ...  that 
same  counterinsurgency,  the  same  vicious 
COINTELPRO  continues.”  Also  speaking 
in  Oakland,  along  with  other  unionists, 
was  Jack  Heyman,  a representative  of  the 
ILWU  Local  10  longshore  union. 

At  the  Berlin  emergency  protest,  called 
by  the  Committee  for  Social  Defense 
(KfsV).  Steffen  Singer,  speaking  for  the 
Spartakist  Workers  Pany  of  Germany, 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  pointed  to  the  way  reformist 
organizations  in  Germany  covered  the 
new  court  decision  in  Mumia’s  case.  Cit- 
ing the  headline  of  a column  in  the  paper 
of  Linkspartei  (Left  Party),  “New  Hope 
for  Mumia.”  Singer  explained:  "What  this 
headline  meant  was:  stay  at  home,  trust 
the  courts,  you  don’t  have  to  go  into 
the  streets,  everything  will  be  okay." 
Those  class-collaborationist  politics. 
Singer  said,  are  what  we  “have  to  fight 
consistently  if  we  want  to  get  a mass 
movement  on  the  streets  again.” 

The  KfsV  has  issued  an  April  3 leaflet 
to  mobilize  a class-struggle  contingent 
for  a Mumia  protest  called  by  the  Berlin 
Coalition  for  Mumia  for  April  12.  The 
leaflet  explains:  “Not  only  the  multiracial 
working  class  in  the  U.S..  but  also  the 
multiethnic  working  class  in  Germany 
and  Europe,  has  every  interest  in  fight- 


Join  the  Campaign  to  Free  Mumia! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed 
for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National 
Lawyers  Guild  Foundation”  (earmarked  for 
“Mumia")  and  mail  to:  Committee  to  Save  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  PO.  Box  2012.  New  York,  NY  10159. 
Donations  earmarked  "Mumia'  as  well  as  collections  at 
PDC  or  other  events  for  Mgmia’s  legal  defense  are  receipted 
and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLG  account  as  has 
been  designated  by  Mumia's  lawyer  (or  this  purpose. 

Organize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your 
unions,  campus,  community  and  religious 
organizations  demanding  Mumia’s  freedom. 

Get  your  union  or  organization  to  make  a 
contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for 
Mumia.  Publicize  Mumia’s  case  in  your  union  or 
organization's  newsletter. 


Gef  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal 
Lynching  (available  in  English.  German  and  French— $.50  each,  $10  for  30)  is  a 
detailed  refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by  right-wing  journalist 
Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying  tract  is  a rallying  cry  not 
only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself.  The  PDC’s  other  Mumia 
pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1).  lays  out 
the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against  Mumia  and  provides  additional 
detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters  the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this 
fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC  pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the 
struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  "Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"— $1  each. 

PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— DVD,  $15  VHS. 

Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man:  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal!—$2  for  25  copies. 

Order  from/make  checks  payable  to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our 
New  York  City  address  below. 


Partisan  Defense  Committee  e-mail;  partisandefense(Searthlink.net  • M/eb  site;  www.partisandefense.org 

• RO.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York,  NY  10013.  (212)  406-4252  • PO.  Box  802867.  Chicago,  IL  60680.  (312)  563-0442 

• RO.  Box  74575.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004,  (213)  380-8897  • RO.  Box  77462.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107,  (510)  839-0852 
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Mumia  Is  Innocent! 
Free  Him  Now! 
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Emergency  protests  called  by  POC  and  LBLs  in  U.S.  and  by  fraternal  defense  organizations  internationally  denounce  Third 
Circuit  Court  ruling,  demand  Mumia’s  immediate  freedom. 


ing  for  Mumia....  The  capiialisl 
rulers  in  Germany  use  racist  oppres* 
sion  to  split  the  multiethnic  work- 
ing class  in  Germany,  with  its 
central  component  of  Turkish  and 
Kurdish  workers  ...  A union  that 
defends  Mumia.  defends  itself." 

The  leaflet  raises  the  call  to  defend 
the  Turkish  leftist  DHKP-C  and  the 
Kurdish  PKK.  targeted  by  the  Ger- 
man government  as  "terrorists." 

Everywhere,  the  emergency  pro- 
tests— in  their  speeches,  chants  and 
placards — demanded  freedom  for 
all  class-war  prisoners.  In  New 
York,  chants  rang  out  for  freedom 
for  the  Cuban  Five  and  the  eight 
surviving  members  of  the  MOVE 
9.  The  MOVE  prisoners  have  spent 
some  30  years  in  prison  t>n  frame- 
up  charges  stemming  from  (he 
death  of  a Philly  cop  who  was 
killed  in  the  police’s  own  cross  fire 
during  the  vicious  police  assault 
on  move’s  home  in  Powelton 
Village  in  August  1978.  A parole 
hearing  for  Debbie  Africa.  Janet 
Africa  and  Janine  Africa  is  sched- 
uled for  April  10.  Free  ail  the 
MOVE  prisoners  now! 

At  the  London  protest,  Steve 
Hedley  from  the  Rail.  Maritime 
and  Transport  Workers  union  took 
on  the  question  of  calls  for  a new 
trial,  noting;  “There  was  never  ever 
any  arguments  that  the  Birming- 
ham Six  and  the  Guildford  Four 
should  have  another  trial.  These 
people  were  innocent.,  it  was  a 
frame  up.  We  all  know  that  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  was  framed  up.  there’s  abso- 
lutely no  need  whatsoever  for  another 
trial.  He’s  an  innocent  man." 

At  the  Toronto  protest.  Fred  Loft,  a 
member  of  the  Canadian  Union  of  Public 
Employees,  said;  "We.  the  aboriginal  peo- 
ple. have  the  same  issue  going  on  with 
Leonard  Peltier.  Leonard  Peltier  was  an 
innocent  man  that  was  said  to  have  killed 
two  FBI  agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reser- 


vation. All  fabricated  evidence."  He  noted 
that  Mumia  “belonged,  at  one  lime  or 
another,  to  the  Black  Panther  organiza- 
tion. Leonard  Peltier,  again,  belonged  to 
AIM  [American  Indian  Movement).” 

At  every  protest,  speakers  for  the  SL 
and  other  sections  of  the  ICL  emphasized 
that  the  fight  to  free  Mumia  is  central  to 
our  defense  of  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  and  to  the  fight  for  socialist 


revolution.  In  Los  Angeles.  SL  speaker 
Diana  Coleman  noted  that  "the  fight 
against  capitalism  at  home,  including  for 
Mumia’s  freedom,  also  means  fighting 
against  imperialism  abroad."  Against  the 
reformist  left’s  support  to  the  counter- 
revolutionary calls  to  "Free  Tibet."  speak- 
ers underlined  our  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
slate.  Workers  Vanguard  salesmen  high- 


lighted the  article.  "Counterrevolutionary 
Riots  in  Tbel."  in  HTNo.  91 1 (28  March). 

Mumia  is  hated  and  feared  by  the  rul- 
ing class  as  "the  voice  of  the  voiceless" 
and  a symbol  of  black  revolt.  That  is  why 
the  capitalist  ruling  class  has  marked 
him  for  death.  As  the  PDC  has  under- 
lined. Mumia  fought  for  all  of  us;  now 
we  must  rededicale  ourselves  to  fight 
until  he  is  set  free.! 


All  Out... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

Racist  Death  Penalty!  There  Is  No  Justice 
in  the  Capitalist  Courts!  Mobilize  Labor’s 
Power — For  Mass  Protest!" 

We  print  below  the  April  4 call  by  the 
PDC  and  LBL  for  the  April  19  united- 
front  mobilization  in  Oakland. 

* • x< 

America’s  racist  rulers  want  to  silence 
the  powerful  voice  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
The  March  27  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  decision  upholding  Mumia’s 
frame-up  conviction  for  the  1981  killing 
of  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner  proves, 
again,  that  there  is  no  justice  in  the  capi- 
talist courts.  It  is  a slap  in  the  face  to 
all  opponents  of  racist  injustice.  Mumia 
now  faces  the  prospect  of  another  sen- 
tencing hearing — not  a new  trial — where 
the  death  sentence  could  be  reinstated  or 
where  he  could  be  entombed  in  prison 
for  life.  We  must  not  let  this  happen! 
Mumia  must  be  freed  now!  All  out  on 
April  19  in  Oakland.  Join  the  united- 
front  mobilization  initiated  by  the  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense  under 
the  slogans:  “Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Inno- 
cent! Free  Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the 
Racist  Death  Penalty! " 

The  court’s  ruling  is  just  a newer  ver- 
sion of  the  December  2001  decision  of 
federal  district  court  judge  William  Yohn. 
which  overturned  Mumia’s  death  sentence 
while  upholding  his  conviction.  As  Mumia 
stated  in  2002  after  Yohn's  decision:  "I 
continue  to  be  innocent.  A court  cannot 
make  an  innocent  man  guilty  ...  Another 
year  of  struggle,  another  year  of  fighting, 
not  for  life  in  a cage,  but  for  freedom.” 

Mumia  was  framed  up  because  of  his 
lifelong  struggle  against  racist  oppression 
and  police  terror — first  as  a Black  Pan- 
ther Party  spokesman,  then  as  a MOVE 
supporter  and  an  outspoken  journalist 
renowned  as  the  "voice  of  the  voiceless." 


The  cops,  prosecutors  and  courts — with 
the  support  of  capitalist  politicians.  Dem- 
ocrats and  Republicans — see  in  Mumia 
the  spectre  of  black  revolt,  a voice  of  defi- 
ant opposition  to  the  oppression  of  black 
people  that  is  a cornerstone  of  American 
capitalism.  It  is  notable  that  the  March  27 
decision  comes  just  before  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Democratic  Party  primary,  in  which 
both  Barack  Obama  and  Hillary  Clinton 
support  the  death  penalty.  A key  sup- 
porter of  Clinton  is  Democratic  governor 
Ed  Rendell.  who  was  the  district  attorney 
of  Philadelphia  during  Mumia’s  1982 
trial  and  who  has  vowed  to  sign  a death 
warrant  if  the  death  sentence  is  rein- 
stated. It  is  hardly  a coincidence  that  the 
court’s  decision  comes  just  before  the 
parole  hearing  scheduled  for  April  for  the 
eight  surviving  members  of  the  MOVE  9. 
who  have  spent  30  years  in  prison.  Free 
the  MOVE  prisoners  now! 

It  is  all  the  more  urgent  today  to  revi- 
talize mass  protest  to  free  Mumia  on  the 
basis  that  he  is  innocent,  the  victim  of  a 
racist  and  political  frame-up,  and  to  link 
his  fight  to  the  struggle  to  abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty.  Mumia’s  struggle  is 
the  struggle  against  the  injustices  inher- 
ent in  capitalism:  poverty,  racist  oppres- 
sion. war.  The  fight  for  Mumia  is  the  fight 
for  black  rights,  for  workers’  rights,  for 
the  rights  of  all  the  oppressed.  The  rulers’ 
vendetta  against  him  is  a vendetta  against 
all  who  challenge  cop  repression,  trade 
unionists  who  defend  their  picket  lines, 
those  who  protest  U.S.  imperialist  depre- 
dations in  Iraq,  Afghanistan  and  else- 
where. After  more  than  25  years  on  death 
row,  Mumia  still  stands  defiant,  writing 
commentaries  in  defense  of  the  rights  of 
black  people,  immigrants,  unions.  Work- 
ers. blacks,  immigrants  and  all  opponents 
of  racist  oppression  must  mobilize  now 
for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

Mumia  is  the  victim  not  of  one  rogue 
cop.  "overzealous"  pro.secutor  or  racist 
judge,  but  of  the  entire  capitalist  injustice 
system.  His  freedom  will  not  be  won 
through  reliance  on  the  capitalist  courts  or 


politicians,  but  through  the  independent 
mobilization  of  the  social  power  of  the 
working  class.  It  was  international  protest, 
involving  the  labor  movement  worldwide, 
that  won  Mumia  a stay  of  execution  when 
a death  warrant  was  signed  in  1995.  But  a 
movement  of  millions  was  demobilized 
by  reformist  left  groups  such  as  Workers 
World  Party,  Socialist  Action,  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  and  the 
Revolutionary  Communist  Party — and  all 
the  various  coalitions  these  outfits  set  up 
and  support.  These  groups  subordinated 
the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  to  the  call 
for  a “new  trial,"  promoting  the  lie  that 
Mumia  could  get  a fair  hearing  from  the 
courts  that  have  kept  him  behind  bars  and 
rejected  every  appeal. 

To  the  millions  of  activists  who  saw  in 
Mumia’s  struggle  their  own  struggles,  the 
reformists’  message  was  not  to  fight  but 
instead  to  look  to  the  "next  court."  Accord- 
ing to  the  reformists,  the  same  capitalist 
slate  that  killed  38  Panthers,  that  massa- 
cred eleven  black  people  in  the  1985  fire- 
bombing of  MOVE’S  Osage  Avenue  home 
in  Philadelphia,  that  has  incarcerated 
nearly  a million  black  men  and  women, 
was  going  to  give  Mumia  justice!  Behind 
the  call  for  a “new  trial"  is  a political  pro- 
gram directly  counlerposed  to  a mobiliza- 
tion of  working-class  power  for  Mumia’s 
freedom.  The  March  27  decision  should 
be  a wake-up  call  to  any  activists  who 
bought  into  the  reformists'  lies  about  the 
“fairness”  of  the  courts.  We  emphasize 
that  while  every  legal  avenue  must  be 
pursued  in  the  fight  to  free  Mumia,  the 
pressure  that  can  make  the  courts  yield  is 
that  of  mass  international  protest,  cru- 
cially based  on  the  power  of  labor. 

What  is  necessary  is  class-struggle 
defense  based  on  the  understanding  that 
capitalist  society  is  fundamentally  divided 
between  two  hostile  classes — the  capital- 
ist exploiters  and  the  working  class — and 
that  the  capitalist  stale  and  its  courts  are 
organs  of  repression  against  working  peo- 
ple and  the  oppressed.  We  fight  for  gen- 
uine united-front  defense;  mobilizing  in 


action  organizations  representing  differ- 
ent political  viewpoints  based  on  agreed- 
upon  slogans  with  full  freedom  of  criti- 
cism. where  the  contending  strategies  in 
the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  can  be 
debated  out  in  the  open. 

The  rulers  know  Mumia  is  innocent. 
Starting  over  15  years  ago.  PDC  counsel 
Rachel  Wolkenstein  and  Jonathan  Piper, 
who  served  on  Mumia's  legal  defense 
from  1995  to  1999,  uncovered  additional 
massive  evidence  of  his  innocence.  This 
included  witness  William  Singletary  who 
said  Mumia  was  not  the  shooter;  wit- 
nesses Veronica  Jones  and  Pamela  Jenkins 
who  testified  that  prosecution  witnesses 
were  coerced  into  lying;  forensic  evidence 
that  proved  that  the  prosecution’s  story  of 
the  shooting  was  fabricated;  the  sworn 
confession  of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he,  not 
Mumia.  shot  officer  Faulkner.  But  time 
and  again,  the  courts  have  rejected  or 
refused  to  even  hear  this  evidence. 

The  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  cuts  to 
the  core  of  racist  American  capitalism 
and  its  state.  We  fight  for  Mumia’s  free- 
dom as  part  of  the  broader  struggle  for 
black  liberation  based  on  the  program  of 
revolutionary  integrationism.  Combatting 
every  manifestation  of  racist  oppression, 
we  underline  that  full  equality  for  the 
black  masses  requires  that  the  working 
class  rip  the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  racist  capitalist  rulers  and  reorganize 
it  on  a socialist  basis.  Only  then  will  it  be 
possible  to  eliminate  the  material  roots  of 
black  oppression  through  the  full  integra- 
tion of  black  people  into  an  egalitarian 
socialist  society  based  on  a collectivized 
economy  with  quality  jobs,  housing, 
health  care  and  education  for  all.  For  black 
liberation  through  socialist  revolution! 

The  multiracial  working  class  has 
every  interest  in  fighting  for  Mumia. 
Mass  united-front  mobilizations  are  ur- 
gently needed  to  free  him  and  to  send  a 
mes.sage  to  the  racist  capitalist  rulers  and 
their  courts;  We  will  not  let  Mumia  die  or 
rot  another  day  in  prison!  Free  Mumia 
now!  All  out  on  April  I9!m 
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Hu  Jintao. 
now  Chinese 
president, 
visiting  Wail 
Street,  April 
2002. 


Capitalism... 

(cominueil  from  page  12) 

to  be  based  on  the  fact  that  the  core  sec- 
tors of  the  industrial  economy  remain 
coMectivi/ed  while  the  banking  system 
remains  effectively  stale-owned.  These 
factors  have  been  key  to  the  prodigious 
expansion  of  industrial  capacity  in  China 
in  recent  decades  and  with  it  a corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  social  weight  of 
the  urban  working  class.  China  has  also 
developed  a large  technical  intelligentsia. 
The  expansion  of  industrial  capacity 
has  not  been  one-sidedly  concentrated  in 
labor-intensive  light  manufactures.  China 
is  now  the  world’s  largest  producer  of 
steel  and  is  becoming  a major  producer 
of  a wide  range  of  industrial  goods — for 
example,  automobiles  and  other  motor- 
ized vehicles,  ships  and  port  cranes — 
involving  relatively  advanced  technologies, 
though  China's  productivity  is  substan- 
tially lower  than  that  of  advanced  capital- 
ist countries. 

Significantly,  during  the  East  Asian 
financial/economic  crisis  in  the  late  1990s. 
China  uniquely  maintained  a high  level  of 
economic  growth  and  industrial  develop- 
ment State  ownership  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem effectively  insulated  China  from  the 
volatile  movements  of  speculative  money- 
capital  that  wreaked  havoc  on  the  capital- 
ist countries  of  the  region  from  Indonesia 
to  South  Korea.  China  did  experience  a 
decline  in  exports  to  the  region  and  also  a 
reduction  in  investment  by  offshore  Chi- 
nese capitalists.  However,  the  Beijing 
regime  was  able  to  offset  these  losses 
by  expanding  and  redirecting  government 
and  state-owned  bank  expenditure  to  in- 
dustrial construction  and  infrastructure. 
While  a prolonged  international  economic 
downturn  today  would  negatively  impact 
China,  the  fact  that  it  is  a workers  state 
gives  the  Beijing  regime  the  option  of 
intervening  into  the  economy  outside  the 
framework  of  the  global  capitalist  market 
to  at  least  partially  offset  the  effects  of  an 
economic  slowdown.  For  example.  China 
has  the  capacity  to  counteract  a sleep 
decline  in  export  earnings  by  rechannel- 
ing investment  for  domestic  purpo.ses. 

Smashing  the  Chinese  workers  stale  is 
a strategic  goal  for  the  capitalist  powers, 
centrally  the  American  imperialists,  who 
seek  to  turn  China  into  a vast  sphere 
of  untrammeled  exploitation  and  super- 
profits. To  that  end.  they  are  increasing 
the  military  pressure  on  China  while  pur- 
suing a policy  of  internal  economic  and 
political  subversion.  The  U.S.  has  con- 
tinually maintained  capitalist  Taiwan  as  a 
dagger  aimed  at  (he  Chinese  deformed 
workers  slate,  while  promoting  counter- 
revolutionary insurgency  such  as  in  Tibet 
in  the  name  of  “human  rights.”  An  8 
March  article  in  Asia  Times  by  Hamp- 
shire professor  Michael  T.  Klare  points 
out  that  on  February  4.  Bush  announced 
a baseline  military  budget  of  some  $5 1 5.4 
billion  for  the  next  year,  which  did  not 
include  funds  for  the  Iraq  and  Afghan- 
istan occupations.  While  China  is  not 
mentioned  by  name  in  the  Pentagon’s  fis- 
cal year  request,  the  largest  in  inflation- 
adjusted  dollars  since  World  War  II.  Klare 
notes,  “Probe  a little  deeper  into  Pentagon 
thinking,  and  only  one  potential  super- 
power emerges  to  justify  all  thi.s  vast 


spending:  the  People's  Republic  of  China." 

As  Trot.skyi.sts  (i.e..  genuine  Marxists), 
we  stand  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  China  against  imperialist  attack 
and  internal  counterrevolution,  just  as  we 
stand  for  the  military  defense  of  the  other 
remaining  deformed  workers  states;  Cuba. 
North  Korea  and  Vietnam.  Defense  of  the 
Chinese  workers  stale  is  undermined  by 
the  rule  of  the  nationalist  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy whose  policies  are  encapsulated  in  the 
anti-Marxist  dogma  of  “building  social- 
ism in  one  country  " and  “peaceful  coexis- 
tence” with  world  imperialism. 

Along  with  the  Indonesian  Communist 
Parly,  the  Chinese  Stalinist  regime  (as 
well  as  the  Stalinists  in  Moscow)  offered 
political  support  to  Indonesian  president 
Sukarno,  subordinating  the  proletariat  to 
his  capitalist  government.  The  result  of 
that  treacherous  policy  was  the  1965-66 
slaughter  of  over  a million  Communists, 
workers,  peasants  and  ethnic  Chinese  car- 
ried out  by  an  alliance  between  the  army 
and  Islamic  fanatics  and  with  the  direct 
involvement  of  the  American  CIA  and  its 
Australian  junior  partner.  For  32  years 
afterward.  Indonesia  was  ruled  by  the 
blood-drenched  Suharto  regime.  In  1972. 
when  the  U.S.  was  raining  bombs  down 
on  Vietnam.  Mao  sealed  his  anti-Soviet 
alliance  with  U.S.  imperialism.  Mao’s  pol- 
icy was  extended  under  the  regime  of  Deng 
Xiaoping,  which  in  the  1980s  supponed 
the  Afghan  mujahedin  against  the  Soviet 
Red  Army.  Today,  in  signing  on  to  the  U.S.- 
led  “war  on  terror.”  the  Beijing  Stalinist 
bureaucrats  have  encouraged  U.S.  imperi- 
alism in  Its  counterrevolutionary  drive. 

We  call  for  a proletarian  political  revo- 
lution to  oust  the  venal  and  oppressive 
CCP  regime  and  replace  it  with  a govern- 
ment ba.sed  on  democratically  elected 
workers  and  peasants  councils  and  revolu- 
tionary internationalism.  Despite  the  enor- 
mous gains  of  the  1949  Revolution,  China 
remains  a majority-peasant  country  with 
a relatively  low  level  of  productivity  at  its 
industrial  base.  A rational  collectivization 
and  modernization  of  Chinese  agriculture 
and  industry  will,  in  the  final  analysis, 
hinge  on  the  aid  that  China  would  receive 
from  a socialist  Japan.  Europe  or  Amer- 
ica, underlining  again  the  need  for  inter- 
national proletarian  revolution. 

U.S.  Imperialism: 
lUlilrtaiy  Superpower, 
Deteriorating  Economic  Base 

The  current  commercial  and  financial 
relations  between  the  U.S.  and  China  are 
not  just  governed  by  calculations  of  shon- 


term  economic  advantage  but  must  be 
understood  in  the  broader  context  of 
American  imperiali.sm’s  drive  to  restore 
capitalism  and  reduce  China  to  semicolo- 
nial subjugation.  By  opening  its  domestic 
market  to  manufactured  goods  from  China 
on  a massive  scale,  the  U.S.  ruling  cias.s 
has  sought  to  foster  economic  depend- 
ency on  the  part  of  elements  of  the  CCP 
officialdom,  newly  fledged  Chinese  capi- 
talist entrepreneurs  and  a section  of  the 
administrative  and  technocratic  petty  bour- 
geoisie. By  helping  to  finance  the  U.S. 
government  debt,  the  Beijing  Stalinists 
seek  to  counter  moves  toward  anti-China 
trade  protectionism  and  otherwise  appease 
the  ma.sters  of  Wall  Street  and  Washington. 

However,  the  sheer  magnitude  of  the 
U.S.  trade  deficit  on  the  one  side  and  the 
enormous  stock  of  depreciating  U.S.  Treas- 
ury lOUs  in  the  coffers  of  the  People’s 
Bank  of  China  on  the  other  make  this 
arrangement  increasingly  untenable.  Pres- 
sure is  mounting  in  Washington  for  anti- 
China  trade  protectionism,  especially  since 
the  Democrats  won  the  2006  Congres- 
sional elections.  Liberal  politicians  and 
union  bureaucrats  use  China-bashing  to 
deflect  working-class  discontent  over  stag- 


nant wages  and  corporate  attacks  on  health 
care  and  pension  benefits.  In  reality. 
China  has  little  to  do  with  the  U.S.  trade 
deficit,  much  less  the  immiseraiion  of  the 
American  working  class.  A large  fraction 
of  the  goods  China  exports  to  North 
America  and  West  Europe  consists  of 
components  made  in  Japan.  South  Korea 
and  Taiwan.  If  the  U.S.  ruling  class  re- 
sorted to  general  protectionist  measures, 
this  could  .serve  to  trigger  a global  trade 
war.  sow  chaos  in  world  financial  markets 
and  greatly  heighten  tensions  between  the 
major  imperialist  states,  as  well  as  with 
the  Chinese  deformed  workers  state. 

For  its  part,  the  Beijing  Stalinist  regime 
faces  a situation  in  which  anti-China  senti- 
ment is  on  the  rise  in  the  U.S.  while  the 
financial  costs  of  accommodating  U S. 
imperialism  are  also  increasing.  The  Chi- 
nese central  hank  has  begun,  albeit  on 
a very  small  scale,  to  shill  its  foreign- 
exchange  reserves  from  dollars  into  other 
currencies  and  more  lucrative  dollur- 
denorninaled  assets.  Last  summer.  Xiu  Bin. 
director  ot  the  financial  research  depart- 
ment of  the  Slate  Council,  suggested  that 
China  s $400  billion  in  U S.  Treasury 
securities  could  be  used  as  a bargaining 
chip  in  negotiations  with  Washington  over 
trade  and  currency  rcaligninem. 

Along  similar  lines,  an  opinion  piece  tn 
the  official  Chino  Daily  by  He  Fan,  an 


economist  with  the  China  Academy  of 
Social  Sciences,  warned  that  if  China 
accedes  to  the  U.S.  demand  to  sharply 
appreciate  the  yuan  against  the  dollar,  the 
central  bank  would  be  forced  to  sell  dol- 
lars. “which  might  lead  to  a mass  depre- 
ciation of  the  U.S.  dollar  against  other 
currencies”  ( Wushingion  Post.  9 August 
2007).  Subsequently,  the  central  bank,  in 
an  attempt  to  reassure  Washington,  an- 
nounced it  had  no  plans  to  sell  off  its  dol- 
lar assets  Regardless  of  the  short-term 
policies  of  the  Chinese  Stalinist  regime 
and  also  the  Japanese  imperialist  bour- 
geoisie. conditions  exist  for  a major  inter- 
national financial  crisis  disrupting  trade 
and  leading  lo  a worldwide  recession. 

For  Workers  Revolution! 

Following  the  counterrevolutionary  de- 
struction of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92. 
the  U.S.  ruling  class  declared  its  slate  lo 
be  the  “world’s  only  superpower”  that 
would  henceforth  dominate  the  rest  of  the 
world.  At  the  same  time,  the  post-Soviet 
period  is  marked  by  the  reduced  weight 
of  American  capital  in  international  com- 
modity and  financial  markets.  This  gives 
the  American  imperialist  ruling  class  an 
especially  irrational,  destructive  and  dan- 
gerous character.  Witness  the  murderous 
occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  on 
the  international  scene  and  the  escalating 
attacks  on  the  working  class,  black  .peo- 
ple. immigrants  and  all  the  oppressed  "at 
home.” 

War.  poverty,  economic  crisis  are  all 
endemic  to  the  capitalist  system,  which  is 
based  on  the  private  ownership  of  the 
means  of  production — the  factories,  elec- 
trical power  plants  and  grids,  airlines,  oil 
fields,  mines,  means  of  transport,  etc.  It 
is  a system  in  which  production  is  based 
on  profits  for  a few  wealthy  capital- 
ists, while  the  rest  of  the  population  is 
faced  with  increasing  assaults  on  its  liv- 
ing standards  or  utter  poverty.  But  capi- 
talism also  creates  its  own  gravedigger; 


the  working  class,  which  is  forced  to 
sell  its  labor  power  in  order  to  survive. 
Despite  the  decline  in  American  manu- 
facturing job.s.  the  U.S.  share  of  global 
manufacturing  has  remained  around  20 
percent  since  1982.  underlining  the  stra- 
tegic importance  of  this  country’s  indus- 
trial proletariat. 

Only  the  proletariat  has  the  social 
power  and  objective  interest  to  sweep 
away  this  deeply  irrational  and  inhumane 
system  through  social  revolution  and 
replace  it  with  a planned  economy  in 
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US  Navy 

December  2007;  U.S.  and  Japanese  warships  practice  anti-submarine 
maneuvers  in  Pacific.  U.S. -Japan  military  alliance  is  directed  against  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state. 
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Chinese  auto  workers  in  Haikou,  Hainan  Province.  China  is  the  world  s third-largest  producer  of  motor  vehicles  atter  Japan  and  U.S.  Right:  Workers 
demonstrate  outside  paper  products  factory  in  Shenzhen  to  demand  back  pay,  October  2007. 


which  production  is  based  on  the  human 
needs  of  all.  rather  than  profits  for  the 
few.  The  only  answer  to  the  anarchy  and 
brutality  of  the  capitalist  system  lies  in 
the  struggle  for  socialist  revolutions  inter- 
nationally to  sweep  away  the  bourgeois 
ruling  classes  and  their  capitalist  states 
and  forge  in  their  place  workers  govern- 
ments where  those  who  labor  rule. 

As  the  impending  recession  signals 
even  greater  immiseration  for  working 
people  in  the  U.S.  and  throughout  the 
capitalist  world,  the  need  to  struggle 


against  this  destructive  and  exploitative 
system  becomes  even  more  urgent  and 
compelling.  Key  to  such  a perspective  is  a 
political  struggle  against  the  labor  bureauc- 
racies of  the  AFL-CIO  and  Change  to  Win 
trade-union  federations,  which  tie  the  mul- 
tiracial American  proletariat  to  its  class 
enemy,  especially  through  support  to  the 
capitalist  Democratic  Party,  of  which  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy  is  a component. 

The  fight  to  build  a new.  class-struggle 
leadership  in  the  labor  movement  must  be 
linked  to  the  struggle  to  forge  a revolu- 


tionary, multiracial  workers  party  in  the 
U.S..  section  of  a reforged  Fourth  Interna- 
tional. Such  a party  would  be  formed  in 
opposition  to  all  capitalist  parties  and 
their  politicians  and  built  in  political 
struggle  against  labor  bureaucrats  who 
bind  the  exploited  and  oppressed  to  the 
bloodsuckers  of  Wall  Street.  As  Trotsky 
wrote  in  the  1938  Transitional  Program, 
the  founding  document  of  the  Fourth 
International: 

“The  question  is  one  of  guarding  the  pro- 
letariat from  decay,  demoralization  and 


ruin.  The  question  is  one  of  life  or  death 
of  the  only  creative  and  progressive 
class,  and  by  that  token  of  the  future  of 
mankind.  If  capitalism  is  incapable  of 
satisfying  the  demands  inevitably  aris- 
ing from  the  calamities  generated  by 
itself,  then  let  it  perish.  'Realizability'  or 
'unrealizabiliiy'  is  in  the  given  instance 
a question  of  the  relationship  of  forces, 
which  can  be  decided  only  by  the  strug- 
gle. By  means  of  this  struggle,  no  matter 
what  its  immediate  practical  successes 
may  be.  the  workers  will  best  come  to 
understand  the  necessity  of  liquidating 
capitalist  slavery.'  * 


Press  Release... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

Pariisan  Defense  Committee  recently  put 
out  a Fact  Sheet  pamphlet — Murdered  by 
Mumia:  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal 
Lynching — that  details  the  evidence  of 
Mumia's  innocence,"  The  pamphlet  is 
available  at;  www.partisandefense.org. 

Wolkenstein  underlined:  "The  real  rea- 
son Mumia  was  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  death  was  his  lifelong  commitment  to 
the  fight  for  black  freedom  from  the  age 
of  14,  The  racist  rulers  see  in  Mumia  the 
spectre  of  black  revolt.  The  Philly  cops 
and  FBI  carried  out  a vendetia  against 
him  from  the  time  he  was  a 15-year-old 
spokesman  for  the  Black  Panther  Party. 
That  vendetta  continued  when  he  became 
an  outspoken  Journalist  known  as  the 
'voice  of  the  voiceless*  and  a supporter  of 
the  MOVE  organization,  which  was  also 
in  the  cross  hairs  of  the  Phiily  police. 
In  repeatedly  ruling  to  uphold  Mumia's 
conviction,  the  courts  have  flouted  prece- 
dent after  precedent,  including  the  1986 
Supreme  Court  Batson  decision,  which 
stated  that  prosecutors  could  not  exclude 
jurors  based  on  race. 

“Mumia  should  never  have  been 
arrested,  tried  or  spent  a minute  in 
prison.  In  the  infamous  1857  Dred  Scott 
case  that  sanctified  slavery,  the  Supreme 
Court  said  that  a black  man  has  no  rights 
that  the  white  man  is  bound  to  respect. 
The  capitalist  stale  and  its  courts  have 
made  clear  that  Mumia  has  no  rights  that 
the  courts  are  bound  to  respect." 

Pam  Africa,  head  of  the  Inlemalional 
Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  told  the  PDC:  “Speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  movement  and  Mumia,  it 
should  be  evident  to  people  that  there  is 
no  way  Mumia  can  have  a fair  hearing 
in  the  courts.  From  day  one.  we  have 
called  to  release  Mumia  now!  This  is 
based  on  the  evidence  that  keeps  mount- 
ing of  Mumia's  innocence,  and  that  the 
whole  world  knows.  Mumia  wants  to  be 
released  from  prison,  he  does  not  want 
to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  in  prison.  Do 
for  Mumia  what  he  has  done  for  us. 
Stand  up'” 

Referring  to  today's  decision,  Wolken- 
stein noted:  “The  court  dismissed  the 
overwhelming  proof  of  racist  jury-rigging 
that  marked  Mumia’s  1982  trial,  where 
the  prosecution  used  eleven  of  its  15  per- 
emptory challenges  to  gel  rid  of  black 
jurors.  Purging  blacks  from  juries  was 
so  ingrained  in  the  Philadelphia  Dis- 
tnet  Aliomey's  office,  that  they  even  pro- 
duced an  instructional  video  in  1987  to 


train  prosecutors  in  the  practice." 

Responding  to  the  majority's  argument 
that  the  D.A.'s  “instructional  video”  was 
irrelevant  because  it  was  made  five  years 
after  Mumia’s  trial.  Judge  Thomas  L. 
Ambro,  the  one  dis.senting  judge,  stated. 
“I  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  cul- 
ture in  the  Philadelphia  D.A.’s  Office  was 
any  better  five  years  before  the  training 
video  was  made."  Ambro  argued  that 
Mumia  should  receive  a new  hearing  in 


federal  district  court  where  the  prosecu- 
tion would  be  required  to  justify  its  exclu- 
sion of  black  jurors,  noting  that  "this  was 
a racially  charged  case.” 

More  than  900  individuals  and  organi- 
zations. including  unions  representing 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers,  have 
signed  a PDC  statement  titled.  “We  De- 
mand the  Immediate  Freedom  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  an  Innocent  Man,”  that  also 
calls  for  the  abolition  of  the  death 
penalty.  Signatories  include  the  Maritime 
Union  of  Australia  Sydney  and  Victorian 
branches,  the  National  Union  of  Mine- 
workers  in  Johannesburg,  South  Africa. 
1 199  SEIU  in  New  York  City  and  In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s  Association 
Local  1422  in  Charleston.  South  Caro- 
lina. Responding  to  today’s  ruling.  Sadie 
Sanders.  Political  Action  Chair  of  the 
New  York  chapter  of  the  Coalition  of 
Black  Trade  Unionists,  said,  "We  should 
all  be  outraged  about  this  decision"  and 
noted  that  her  organization  "will  do 


whatever  we  can"  to  free  Mumia. 

PDC  Labor  Coordinator  Gene  Herson 
stated;  “It  is  necessary  to  turn  words  into 
labor  actions  to  fight  for  Mumia’s  free- 
dom. While  we  support  utilizing  every 
legal  recourse,  we  have  no  illusions  in  the 
capitalist  court  system.  It  was  mass  inter- 
national protest,  crucially  including  trade 
unionists,  that  stayed  the  executioner’s 
hand  in  August  1995,  after  a death  war- 
rant for  Mumia  was  signed.  The  multi- 


racial labor  movement  must  be  mobilized 
independently  of  the  forces  of  the  capital- 
ist state. 

"Today's  decision  makes  it  all  the  more 
urgent  to  revitalize  mass  protest  to  free 
Mumia  on  the  basis  that  he  is  an  innocent 
man.  and  to  link  his  fight  to  the  struggle 
to  abolish  the  racist  death  penalty."  Her- 
son added.  “Mumia’s  freedom  will  not  be 
won  through  reliance  on  the  rigged  'jus- 
tice* system  or  on  capitalist  politicians, 
including  Hillary  Clinton  and  Barack 
Obama  who  both  support  the  death 
penalty.  The  power  that  can  turn  the  tide 
is  the  power  of  millions — working  peo- 
ple. anti-racist  youth,  death  penalty  abo- 
litionists— united  in  struggle  to  demand 
Mumia’s  freedom." 

Herson  contrasted  the  PDC’s  class- 
struggle  perspective  to  "those  groups  who 
have  focused  on  calling  fora  new  trial  for 
Mumia.  That  call  means  relying  on  the 
same  racist  courts  that  at  every  level 
have  upheld  Mumia’s  trame-up  convic- 


tion. It  means  illusions  that  Mumia  can 
get  justice  from  the  same  state  that  killed 
38  Black  Panthers  as  part  of  the  FBI’s 
COINTELPRO.  and  that  massacred  eleven 
black  people,  including  women  and  chil- 
dren. in  the  1985  firebombing  of  MOVE, 
it  is  hardly  a coincidence  that  this  deci- 
sion comes  just  before  the  parole  hearing 
scheduled  for  April  for  the  eight  surviving 
members  of  the  MOVE  9,  who  have  spent 
30  years  in  prison,"  The  MOVE  9 were 
framed  up  on  conspiracy  and  murder 
charges  stemming  from  the  killing  of 
Philadelphia  officer  James  Ramp,  who 
was  killed  in  the  police’s  own  cross  fire 
during  the  vicious  police  assault  on 
move's  home  in  the  Powelton  Village 
neighborhood  of  Philadelphia  in  August 
1978,  Free  the  MOVE  prisoners  now! 

Tom  Cowperihwaiie  of  the  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense  stated. 
“The  racists  in  black  robes  have  spoken. 
It’s  long  past  lime  for  the  court  of  the 
masses  to  have  their  say.’’  Pointing  to  the 
December  2005  New  York  City  transit 
strike,  which  crippled  the  financial  capi- 
tal of  the  world  for  three  days,  Cowperth- 
waite.  a member  of  Transport  Workers 
Union  Local  100.  added.  "Thai’s  the 
same  power  we  need  to  mobilize  to  free 
Mumia  and  all  class-war  prisoners.  In 
every  workplace,  the  words  ‘Strike!’  and 
'Free  Mumia!’  should  ring  out  in  the 
same  breath.  Mobilize  labor’s  power  to 
free  Mumia  now!  Abolish  the  racist  death 
penally'"* 
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May  1985;  Police 
helicopter 
. dropping  bomb 
on  MOVE’S 
Osage  Avenue 
house.  Eleven 
people,  MOVE 
members  and 
their  children, 
were  killed  and 
an  entire 
neighborhood 
destroyed  In  the 
ensuing  inferno. 
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Foreclosures,  Unemployment, 

Union  Busting: 


Capitalism  U.S.A. 


Johnny  Knox 


Los  Angeles:  SEIU  Local  660  members  and  community  activists  protest  against 
threatened  closure  of  King/Drew  hospital's  trauma  unit,  September  2004. 
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PART  THREE 


The  ongoing  economic  crisis  in  the 
U.S.  continues  to  deepen.  Poor  and  minor- 
ity families  are  being  driven  out  of  their 
homes  through  mortgage  foreclosures. 
Meanwhile,  the  investment  bank  crisis — 
exemplified  by  the  near  implosion  of 
onetime  financial  giant  Bear  Stearns — 
continues  to  shake  Wall  Street  and  be- 
yond. According  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  some  80.000  jobs  disappeared 
m the  month  of  March  alone,  the  largest 
job  loss  since  March  2003.  Since  the  start 
of  the  year,  over  230.000  jobs  have  been 
lost.  This  sustained  job  loss  points  to  a 
deep,  impending  recession. 

Compounding  the  crisis  in  the  U.S.  is 
the  federal  budget  deficit;  the  world's 
wealthiest  country  is  also  the  biggest 
debtor  nation.  Right  after  George  W.  Bush 
took  over  the  White  House,  he  and  the 
Republican  majority  in  Congress  pushed 
through  a major  tax  cut.  over  40  percent 
of  which  went  to  the  wealthiest  20  per- 
cent of  U.S.  households.  At  the  same 
time,  the  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter and  the  Pentagon  in  September  2001, 
provided  a pretext  for  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ist ruling  class  to  rev  up  its  military  spend- 
ing in  the  name  of  “the  war  on  global 
terror."  From  2000  to  2007,  the  federal 
government  went  from  running  a surplus 
of  $236  billion  to  a deficit  of  $ 1 62  billion. 

Both  the  Reagan  and  Bush  I!  tax  cuts 
were  deliberately  intended  to  produce  large 
federal  budget  deficits.  Why?  In  order  to 
increase  the  political  pressures  for  slash- 
ing social  programs.  The  late  Milton  Fried- 
man. dean  of  U.S.  right-wing  economists, 
bluntly  stated  this  strategy  in  the  premier 
mouthpiece  of  American  capital,  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  (19  January  2003): 

"How  can  we  ever  cut  government  down 
to  size?  I believe  there  is  one  and 
only  one  way;  the  way  parents  control 
spendthrift  children,  cutting  their  allow- 
ance. For  government,  that  means  cutting 
taxes.  Resulting  deficits  will  be  an  effec- 
tive— I would  go  so  far  as  to  say.  the 
only  effective — restraint  on  the  spending 
propensities  of  the  executive  branch  and 
the  legislature." 

While  using  different  rhetoric  and  argu- 
mentation. the  Democrats'  “solution"  to  the 
budget  deficit  is  substantially  the  same. 
They  contend  tharthe  two  big  entitlement 
programs — Social  Security  and  Medi- 
care— are  an  unsustainable 
burden  on  the  U.S.  econ- 
omy- Thus  Alice  M.  Riv- 
lin  (director  of  the  While 
House  Office  of  Manage- 
ment and  Budget  under 
Clinton)  and  Isabel  Saw- 
hill  (a  Senior  Fellow  at  the 
Brookings  institution)  insist, 

"Although  few  elected  offi- 
cials are  willing  to  say  so, 
retirement  programs  must  be 


modified  to  avoid  their  consuming  the 
entire  federal  budget”  (Restoring  Fiscal 
Sanity:  How  to  Balance  the  Budget. 
Brookings  Institution  [2004]).  Concretely, 
these  liberal  economic  advisers  to  the 
Democratic  Patty  propose  to  cut  Social 
Security  pension  benefits  by  various  mech- 
anisms (increasing  the  age  eligibility  for 
full  benefits,  adjusting  downward  the  cost- 
of-living  escalator)  while  reducing  spend- 
ing on  Medicare  programs. 

This  country  is  more  than  wealthy 
enough  to  provide  good-paying  jobs,  a 
decent  living  standard  and  quality  medi- 
cal care,  housing  and  education  for  every- 
one who  lives  here.  But  for  that  to  be  real- 
ized requires  that  the  rule  of  the  rapacious 
capitalist  class  be  overthrown  by  a prole- 
tarian socialist  revolution. 

Defend  the  Chinese  Deformed 
Workers  State! 

In  the  mid  1960s.  manufacturing  output 
was  27  percent  of  the  U.S.  gross  national 
product  and  its  share  of  employment  was 
24  percent.  By  the  early  2000s,  the  weight 
of  manufacturing  had  been  reduced  to  14 
percent  of  national  output  while  employing 
1 1 percent  of  the  labor  force.  Three  years 
ago.  a main.slream  bourgeois  academic 
economist,  Ronald  McKinnon,  pointed  to 
the  connection  between  the  deindustrializa- 


tion of  the  U.S.  economy  and  its  increasing 
international  indebtedness; 

“The  United  Slates  is  the  world's  cham- 
pion borrower  in  international  markets. 
Foreign  central  banks,  which  hold  more 
than  half  the  outstanding  stock  of  U.S. 
Treasury  bonds,  have  become  the  princi- 
p’al  source  of  finance  for  the  federal  gov- 
ernment's burgeoning  fiscal  deficits.... 
Besides  this  massive  government  dissav- 
ing. meager  saving  by  American  house- 
holds forces  U.S.  corporations  also  to 
borrow  abroad  to  supplement  finance  for 
domestic  investment  ” 

— “America’s  Financial  Mess: 

It’s  Time  to  Eliminate  the  U.S. 
Saving  Deficiency.” 

The  Iniernaiinnal  Economy. 

22  September  2004 

Since  then,  the  conditions  described  by 
McKinnon  have  gotten  worse.  Expending 
more  than  it  produces,  the  U.S.  consis- 
tently runs  large  balance  of  trade  defi- 
cits concentrated  in  manufactured  good.s. 
Over  the  past  few  years,  the  dollar 
has  undergone  a substantial  depreciation 
against  the  euro  and'more  recently  also 
against  the  Japanese  yen  and  to  a lesser 
extent  the  Chinese  yuan.  However,  the 
“cheaper"  dollar  has  had  little  or  no  effect 
111  reducing  the  country’s  yawning  trade 
deficit.  What  then  has  to  dale  prevented 
a free-fall  plunge  of  the  dollar  in  world 
currency  markets  and/or  a quantum  leap 
in  global  intere,st  rates  as  investors  guard 


against  that  risk?  Mainly  the  willing- 
ness of  the  Japanese  and  Chinese  gov- 
ernments to  accumulate  an  ever  larger 
stock  of  U.S.  Treasury  bonds  and  bills 
as  a major  component  of  their  foreign- 
exchange  reserves. 

The  business  pres.s  sometimes  treats 
the  economic  motivations  of  Japan  and 
China  in  relation  to  the  U.S.  as  if  they 
were  basically  similar.  That  is.  both  seek 
to  prevent  a too  sharp  appreciation  of 
their  respective  currencies  against  the 
dollar  in  order  to  maintain  a competitive 
advantage  in  world  commodity  markets. 
However.  Japan  and  China  are  two  funda- 
mentally difl^erent  kinds  of  states  and  soci- 
eties and  therefore  have  fundamentally 
different  relationships  to  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. Japan  is  an  impenalist  country  that  is 
both  an  economic  rival  and  a political- 
military  ally  of  the  U.S.,  an  alliance  pri- 
marily directed  against  the  Chinese  and 
North  Korean  deformed  workers  stales. 

The  1949  Chinese  Revolution  over- 
threw capitalisi/landlord  rule  and  ripped 
the  world’s  most  populous  country  out  of 
the  clutches  of  the  imperialist  powers 
that  had  long  held  China  in  their  grip. 
Emerging  from  the  military  victory  of 
peasant-guerrilla  forces  led  by  the  Stalin- 
ist Chinese  Communist  Party  (CCP).  the 
People's  Republic  of  China  was  and  re- 
mains a bureaucratically  deformed  workers 
slate.  Despite  Stalinist  bureaucratic  para- 
sitism and  mismanagement,  the  collec- 
tivization of  the  economy  has  resulted  in 
enormous  social  gains  for  workers,  peas- 
ants and  women. 

Following  the  death  of  Mao  Zedong 
in  1976.  the  CCP  regime  introduced  a 
series  of  market-oriented  policies  in  the 
economy.  These  included  attracting  large- 
scale  investment,  concentrated  in  manu- 
facturing, by  Western  and  Japanese  cor- 
porations and  offshore  Chinese  capitalists 
in  Hong  Kong  and  Taiwan.  There  has 
also  emerged  a sizable  class  of  capitalist 
entrepreneurs  on  the  mainland.  As  a con- 
sequence of  these  developments,  there 
is  now  a widespread  belief,  extending 
across  the  political  spectrum  from  right 
to  left,  that  China  has  become  capitalist 
or  is  rapidly  and  irreversibly  becoming 
so.  Pseudo-Marxist  groups  that  promote 
this  illusion  do  so  in  the  service  of  lining 
up  with  their  “own"  bourgeois  rulers' 
drive  for  capitalist  restoration  in  China. 

In  maintaining  that  China  continues 
to  be  a workers  state,  we  do  not  deny 
or  minimize  the  growing  social  weight 
in  China  of  both  the  newly  fledged  capi- 
talist entrepreneurs  on  the 
mainland  and  the  old,  estab- 
lished offshore  Chine.se  bour- 
geoisie in  Taiwan  and  Hong 
Kong.  However,  capitalists  in 
China  are  .still  prevented  from 
organizing  themselves  politi- 
cally and  vying  for  power. 
At  the  same  time,  the  politi- 
cal power  of  the  Beijing  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  continues 
continued  on  page  10 
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For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party 
That  Fights  for  a Workers  Government! 
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The  following  article  was 
issued  by  Workers  Vanguard 
on  April  1 7.  It  H’ax  distributed 
at  the  Philadelphia  April  19 
"Free  Mumia  ” demonstration 
initiated  by  the  International 
Concerned  Family  and  Friends 
of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  and  at 
the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee/Labor Black  League-initialed  united- 
front  protest  for  Mumia 's  freedom  in  Oak- 
land the  same  day. 

The  2008  presidential  elections  have 
been  called  "historic.”  For  the  first  time, 
the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  Party  will 
either  be  a black  man,  Barack  Obama,  or 
a woman,  Hillary  Clinton.  As  the  second 
term  of  the  oddly  demented  and  widely 
despised  Bush  administration  comes  to 
a close — with  the  bloody  and  unpopu- 
lar Iraq  occupation,  the  Abu  Ghraib  and 
other  torture  scandals,  an  impending  re- 
cession, foreclosures,  job  losses,  union- 
busting.  escalating  attacks  on  civil  liber- 
ties— there  is  a desire  among  the  populace 
for  "change.” 

Trade-union  bureaucrats,  black  bour- 
geois politicians,  reformist  leftists  and  oth- 
ers have  seized  on  .social  discontent  to 
peddle  the  lie  that  support  to  the  "lesser 
evil"  capitalist  Democratic  Party — the 
other  party  of  war  and  racism — will  serve 
the  interests  of  working  people  and  the  op- 
pressed. But  as  we  wrote  in  "The  Obama 
Campaign  and  the  ’End  of  Racism'  Myth” 
(WVNo.  906,  18  January): 

“If  this  deeply  racist  country,  where  relig- 
ious obscurantism  and  anti-woman  bigotry 
are  pervasive,  ever  sees  a black  or  female 
president,  it  would  certainly  be  a signifi- 
cant development.  But  it  would  do  nothing 
to  change  the  oppression  of  women, 
which  is  rooted  in  the  institution  of  the 
family  in  class  society,  or  of  black  people, 
which  forms  the  cornerstone  of  American 
capitalism.  Simply  pul,  the  liberation  of 
black  people  and  women  will  not  happen 
short  of  the  destruction  of  the  capitalist 
system  through  socialist  revolution." 

As  Trotskyists  (i.e..  genuine  Marxists), 
we  fight  for  the  political  independence 
of  the  working  class  from  the  capitalist 
class  enemy.  We  do  not  extend  any  polit- 
ical support  on  principle  to  any  capitalist 
politician — Democrat.  Republican.  Green 
or  "Independent."  In  his  1917  work. 
The  Stale  and  Revolution,  Bolshevik  leader 


Break  with  the  Democratic  Party 
of  Imperialist  War  and  Racism! 

For  a Class-Struggle  Workers  Party! 


V.  I.  Lenin  underlined  that  bourgeois 
democracy  means  voters  get  to  "decide 
once  every  few  years  which  member 
of  the  ruling  class  is  to  repress  and  crush 
the  people.”  The  bourgeoisie  uses  the 
facade  of  “democracy”  to  mask  its  class 


dictatorship,  to  give  a democratic  veneer 
to  decisions  made,  as  Lenin  said,  in  the 
stock  exchanges,  clubs  and  dinner  par- 
ties of  the  big  bourgeoisie.  In  this,  the 
rulers  are  aided  by  the  reformist  left, 
which  promotes  the  lie  that  Democratic 


Above:  Desperate  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina  trying  to  escape  hellish  con- 
ditions in  New  Orleans  Superdome,  September  2005.  Below:  UAW  picket  line 
at  GM  plant  in  Flint,  Michigan,  during  September  2007  two-day  national  strike. 

Ryan  Garza/Flint  Journal 


Party  "lesser  evilism”  serves 
the  interests  of  working  peo- 
ple and  the  oppressed. 

The  capitalist  state — con- 
sisting at  its  core  of  the  police, 
military,  prisons  and  courts — 
is  an  instrument  of  repression 
that  exists  to  defend  the  rule 
and  profits  of  the  bourgeoisie. 
It  cannot  be  reformed  to  serve  the  inter- 
ests of  working  people  and  the  oppressed, 
and  the  history  of  working-class  struggle 
confirms  this  basic  fact,  not  least  the  1 87 1 
Paris  Commune.  After  France,  under  the 
regime  of  Napoleon  Ml.  was  defeated  by 
Prussia  in  1870.  a right-wing  government 
was  formed,  acquiring  a “democratic" 
sanction  through  the  electoral  support 
of  the  mass  of  peasant  petty  proprietors, 
then  the  majority  of  the  populace.  When 
that  government  sent  the  army  into  Paris 
to  disarm  the  predominantly  working- 
class  National  Guard,  the  proletarian 
forces  drove  out  the  army.  This  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  Commune,  which  gov- 
erned the  city  for  nearly  three  months 
before  the  army  crushed  it,  slaughtering 
over  20,000  people. 

As  Lenin  pointed  out,  Karl  Marx  found 
only  one  point  from  the  1848  Communist 
Manifesto  that  he  considered  out  of  date. 
Based  on  the  experience  of  the  Paris 
Commune,  Marx  wrote  in  The  Civil  War 
in  France  that  "the  working  class  cannot 
simply  lay  hold  of  the  ready-made  state 
machinery  and  wield  it  for  its  own  pur- 
poses.” As  Lenin  underlined  in  The  State 
and  Revolution,  "The  working  class  must 
break  up.  smash  the  ’ready-made  state 
machinery.’  and  not  confine  itself  merely 
to  laying  hold  of  it.”  The  working  class 
must  rule  with  its  own  stale,  the  dictator- 
ship of  the  proletariat. 

As  a direct  consequence  of  our  revolu- 
tionary position,  we  Marxists  do  not  run 
for  executive  office — such  as  mayor,  gov- 
ernor or  president — although  Marxists 
can  and  sometimes  do  run  for  parliamen- 
tary office  as  a tactic  to  propagate  our  rev- 
olutionary program.  The  U.S.  president  is 
the  chief  executive  responsible  for  the 
biggest  military  power  in  history  and  for 
the  domestic  machinery  of  repression  that 
maintains  social  oppression  and  exploita- 
tion. To  run  for  executive  office  means  to 
aspire  to  be  the  next  Commander-in- 
Chief,  to  decide  w ho  gets  tortured,  bombed 
and  invaded  (see  Spartacist  [English- 
language  edition)  No.  60.  Autumn  2007). 

With  its  hands  directly  on  the  means 
of  production — factories,  mines,  transport 
continued  on  page  9 
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Letters 


The  Inedible  in  Defense  of  the  Unspeakable 


1 1 April  2008 

Dear  Comrades. 

Evidently  the  Internationa!  Bolshevik 
Tendency  (BT)  couldn't  find  sufficient 
ammunition  in  its  well-stocked  arsenal 
of  lies  against  our  organization  to  an- 
swer The  Logan  Dossier,  which  thor- 
oughly documents  the  only-too-true  and 
proven  crimes  of  the  BT’s  international 
leader.  Bill  Logan.  Logan  was  expelled 
from  our  international  tendency  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  delegates  at  our 
first  international  conference  in  1979 
as  a “proven,  massive  liar  and  a sexual 
sociopath  who  manipulated  the  private 
lives  of  comrades  for  reasons  of  power 
politics  and  his  own  aberrant  appetites 
and  compulsions  in  the  ^uise  of  Marx- 
ism.” Thirty  years  after  the  fact,  the 
BT  now  charges  that  there  was  “a  defi- 
nite whiff  of  homophobia  in  the  motion 
motivating  Bill’s  expulsion"!  This  all- 
new  malicious  invention  introduces  the 
BT’s  “On  the  Logan  Show  Trial."  Its  not- 
so-subtle  purpose  is  to  distract  from  their 
studious  evasion  of  the  mass  of  factual 


evidence  of  Logan's  cruel,  sadistic  and 
cult-like  practices  in  his  capacity  as 
National  Chairman  of  our  Australian  sec- 
tion in  the  mid-1970s,  compiled  in  the 
nearly  200  pages  of  The  Logan  Dossier. 

The  charge  that  we  are  “homophobic” 
will  surely  shock  the  sensibilities  of  those 
leftists,  feminists  and  others  who  have 
slandered  us  as  “child  molesters"  and 


worse  for  our  forthright,  and  rather  ele- 
mentary. opposition  to  the  intervention 
of  the  capitalist  state  into  consensual 
sexual  relations  of  whatever  type.  It  is  a 
telling  indictment  of  the  BT's  own  atti- 
tude toward  homosexuality  that  they 
associate  "aberrant  appetites  and  compul- 
sions” with  homosexuality.  Such  is  in 
keeping  with  the  contemptuous  indiffer- 


Documentary  Evidence  and 
Testimony  in  the  August  1979 
Trial  and  Expulsion  of  Bill  Logan 
from  the  international  Spartacist 
tendency  for  Crimes  Against 
Communist  Morality  and 
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Mobilize  Labor’s  Power  to  Free 
All  Class-War  Prisoners! 

Founded  by  the  early  Communist  Party', 
the  International  Labor  Defense  and  its  paper 
Labor  Defender  were  based  on  the  Marxist 
understanding  that  the  capitalist  stale  is  a 
machinery'  of  organized  violence  to  protect 
the  rule  and  profits  of  the  bourgeoisie.  This 
understanding  is  vital  today  in  the  fight  to 
mobilize  labor's  social  power  for  the  cau.se 
of  Mtimia  Abu- Jamal's  freedom.  The  Labor 
Defender  article  excerpted  below,  published 
shortly  before  the  1928  presidential  elec- 
tions. underscores  the  link  between  the  struggle  to  free  all  cla.s.s-war  prisoners  and  the 
fight  for  the  political  independence  of  the  working  class  from  the  capitalist  order,  its 
state  and  all  its  parties. 

The  election  campaign  h in  full  swing.  The  candidates  of  the  two  capitalist  parties 
are  competing  with  each  other  in  seeking  the  favor  of  Wall  Street.  Reactionary  labor 
leaders  at  the  head  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  refuse  as  yet  to  lake  a stand  for 
or  against  either  of  the  two  chief  capitalist  standard  bearers — A1  Smith  and  Herbert 
Hoover.  They  prefer  to  bargain  for  themselves  individually.  Each  labor  leader  may  now 
hunt  for  himself  and  if  he  brings  home  a kill  it  will  be  his  own. 

The  two  big  parties  of  capitalism  are  interested  in  labor — to  exploit  it.  In  their  plat- 
forms there  is  no  plank,  no  promise  that  could  satisfy  even  the  most  conservative 
worker.  A sop  on  the  injunction,  a meaningless  jumble  of  words.... 

Unlike  the  two  other  parties  claiming  to  represent  labor,  the  Socialist  and  Socialist 
Labor  Parties,  which  carry  on  no  concrete  or  militant  struggle  for  the  release  of  class 
war  prisoners,  the  Workers  (Communist)  Party  has  raised  the  slogan  of  "Release  the 
Class  War  Prisoners"  and  endorsed  a vigorous  campaign  in  behalf  of  the  men  behind 
the  bars;  against  the  bourbon  savagery  of  lynchings;  against  injunctions  and  the  use  of 
troops  in  strikes;  and  a well  rounded-out  program  of  class  struggle. 

Every  militant  worker  who  is  conscious  of  his  interests  is  prepared  to  organize 
around  the  banner  of  the  class  struggle,  in  and  out  of  elections,  and  mobilize  his  forces 
to  smash  the  oppressors  of  labor  and  to  build  on  the  ruins  of  the  present  robber  system 
a .social  order  that  will  give  the  worker  his  due  social  .share  of  the  product  of  his  toil  and 
will  force  the  parasite  to  work  or  starve. 

When  that  day  comes  there  will  be  no  class  war  prisoners. 

— “The  Class  War  Prisoners  and  the  Elections.” 

Labor  Defender.  September  1928 
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ence  of  this  outfit  to  the  fight  against 
special  oppression,  from  their  sneering 
denunciation  of  a memorial  meeting  we 
organized  in  1 985  for  the  survivors  of 
the  police/PBl’s  bombing  of  the  MOVE 
organization  in  Philadelphia — in  which 
eleven  black  people,  including  five  chil- 
dren. were  killed — lo  their  Maple  Leaf. 
Canadian-chauvinist  opposition  to  inde- 
pendence for  Quebec,  • 

Our  defense  of  those  persecuted  by  the 
bourgeois  state,  which  has  included  the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Associa- 
tion. is  an  expression  of  our  communist  pur- 
pose, In  1977.  the  Spartacist  League/U.S. 
carried  out  a unique  fusion  with  the  Red 
Flag  Union,  a collective  that  developed  out 
of  the  New  Leftist  gay  liberation  milieu, 
and  in  the  early  '70s.  a number  of  activists 
from  the  East  Oakland  Women  as  well  as 
others  in  the  left  wing  of  the  feminist 
women's  movement  were  won  lo  our  com- 
munist program  for  women’s  liberation. 

Bill  Logan  was  expelled  because  he  was 
the  antithesis  of  the  very  essence  of  the  lib- 
erating goals  of  communism.  As  we  wrote  in 
the  Preface  to  The  Logan  Dossier  (reprinted 
in  WV  No.  900.  1 2 October  2007): 

"We  strive  for  a society  in  which  all 
forms  of  social  oppression,  exploitation 
and  degradation — the  warped  byproducts 
of  material  scarcity — will  be  things  of  the 
past.  To  this  end.  we  seek  to  make  the 
proletariat — though  shaped  by  the  defor- 
mities of  capitalist  class  rule — conscious 
of  its  historic  role  as  the  gravedigger  of 


the  capitalist  system,  and  of  class  society 
as  a whole.  Power  politics,  lying  and  sex- 
ual manipulation  are  antithetical  to  this 
purpose.  The  Leninist  party  demands  a 
monopoly  on  the  political  activities  of 
those  who  join  our  movement.  All  the 
more  so  do  wc  draw  a hard  line  against 
interference  in  comrades’  personal  lives. 
Driven  by  considerations  of  power  and 
control,  Logan  was  a malicious  puppet- 
muster  who  was  sadistically  destructive 
of  people’s  personal  lives — making  peo- 
ple live  together  who  did  not  want  to  do 
so.  causing  people  who  did  want  to  live 
together  to  break  up.  There  is  no  place  for 
the  likes  of  a William  King  Logan  in  our 
movement.'' 

At  the  time  of  Logan’s  trial,  no  one. 
including  Logan  himself,  had  or  had  given 
any  intimation  that  he  was  gay.  On  the 
contrary,  he  and  his  companion  Adaire 
were  in  appearance  and  attitude  the  epit- 
ome of  straight-laced,  uptight  Presby- 
terian missionaries,  something  straight 
out  of  the  painting  "American  Gothic.”  In 
practice,  Logan's  twisted  and  perverse 
anti-sexual  pathology  was  expressed  in 
his  "slogan"  for  the  membership.  "Sew 
up  their  c— ts.  cut  off  their  balls!”  Hardly 
the  words  of  a sexual  libertarian!  On  the 
contrary,  for  Logan  sex  was  power,  lo  be 
wielded  for  his  own  control.  The  most 
intimate  details  of  comrades'  personal 
lives  were  manipulated,  with  couples  bro- 
ken up  or  sexual  relations  manufactured 
by  Logan  in  the  guise  of  “building  the 
party."  Children  were  verboten.  and  ster- 
ilization and  abortion  were  upheld  as  a 
party  duly  by  Logan.  He  sadistically  pres- 
sured a young  woman  comrade  to  have  an 
abortion  and.  when  that  failed,  to  give 
up  her  child  for  adoption,  driving  her  to 
attempt  suicide. 

While  allowing  that  perhaps  Logan 
was  brutal  and  even  grossly  abusive,  the 
BT  continues  to  try  to  pass  off  his  un- 
speakable crimes  as  merely  an  exten- 
sion of  our  organizational  practices.  In 
fact,  we  have  drawn  a hard  line  against 
party  interference  in  comrades'  personal 
lives  since  the  earliest  days  of  our  organ- 
ization. following  a dispute  with  some 
comrades  in  our  local  in  the  Bay  Area, 
where  New  Left-derived  notions  of  the 
"personal  is  political”  were  rife  on  the 
left.  Our  policy  was  codified  in  our  1969 
document.  "Development  and  Tactics  of 
the  Spartacist  League."  which,  under  the 
section  "SL  Functioning."  states:  “The 
SL  seeks  to  regulate  personal  aspects 
of  comrades’  lives  only  where  those 
aspects  themselves  intrude  decisively  in 
the  political  or  organizational  life  of  the 
members,  particularly  in  security  mat- 
ters" (reprinted  in  “Basic  Documents 
continued  on  page  II 


On  Green  Party’s  Candidate 
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Dear  comrades, 

The  WV  No.  91 1 (28  March)  article  on 
Obama.  “Break  with  the  Democratic  Party 
of  War  and  Racism!”  states  that  as  Marx- 
ists we  do  not  "extend  any  political  sup- 
port to  any  capitalist  politician — Barack 
Obama,  Hillary  Clinton.  John  McCain  or 
Ralph  Nader — Democrat,  Republican  or 
Green.”  This  implies  that  Ralph  Nader  is 
the  capitalist  Green  Party  candidate  for 
president.  However,  in  February  Nader 
declared  that  he  would  not  run  for  or 
accept  the  nomination  lo  be  the  Green 
candidate. 

Instead,  the  front-runner  for  the  Green 
nomination  is  a black  woman,  Cynthia 
McKinney,  who  as  a Democrat  from 
Georgia  was  driven  out  of  Congress  in 
2002  for  her  criticism  of  Israel.  If  you 
want  a real  populist  who  is  not  a bible- 
ihumper,  McKinney  is  as  close  as  you 
get  in  America.  She  calls  for  amnesty 


for  immigrants,  repeal  of  the  Patriot  Act, 
the  Secret  Evidence  Act  and  the  Mili- 
tary Tribunals  Act.  A February  6 editorial 
by  Workers  World  Party  enthuses  that 
McKinney  “has  a program  supporting  the 
struggle  for  Black  rights  and  women’s 
rights,  anti-war  and  pro-worker  and  in 
solidarity  with  immigrants."  These  refor- 
mists previously  endorsed  McKinney’s 
successful  campaign  in  2004  to  return  to 
Congress  on  the  Democratic  Party  ticket. 

Blacks  don’t  have  a lot  of  illu.sions 
in  Ralph  Nader,  but  some  do  in  McKin- 
ney. especially  those  who  do  not  sup- 
port Obama.  Of  course,  she  sings  the  same 
old  song  of  "money  for  jobs,  not  for  war" 
and  is  running  to  hold  the  Democrats 
"accountable.”  The  role  of  "progressive" 
bourgeois  politicians  like  McKinney  is  to 
head  off  and  contain  any  potential  social 
struggle,  keeping  it  safely  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  capitalist  system. 

Best  comradely  regards. 

R.S. 
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Socialist  Alternative: 

Cheerleaders  for  Capitalist  Counterrevolution 


VVt’  reprint  below  a March  4 teaj- 
lel  issued  by  the  Spartacist  League 
of  Australia,  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League. 

No  doubt  still  high  on  social-democratic 
euphoria  over  [Kevin)  Rudd's  newly  elect- 
ed federal  ALP  (Australian  Labor  Party) 
government,  a band  of  belligerent  Social- 
ist Alternative  (SAll)  cadre,  screaming 
and  jostling,  tried  to  prevent  two  sup- 
porters of  the  Marxist  Spartacist  League 
selling  outside  their  2 February  Sydney 
University  "public"  event  on  the  Russian 
Revolution  (communists  were  barred  from 
attending).  Our  supporters  completed  their 
sale,  at  a distance  from  the  anti-communist 
SAlt  honchos,  who.se  despicable  attempts 
at  intimidation  and  political  suppression 
included  threats  to  call  campus  security. 
Confronted  with  the  current  issue  of  Aus- 
tralasian Spartacist  [No.  200.  Summer 
2007/08]  headlined  “Rudd's  ALP  Rules 
for  Racist  Australian  Imperialism."  what 
really  had  these  hardened  Laborites  in 
a frenzy  is  our  Trotskyist  program  of 
unconditional  military  defence  of  the 
deformed  workers  states — today.  China. 
North  Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba — -against 
Australian  and  U.S.  imperialism.  A par- 
ticular target  of  their  hostility  is  our 
defence  of  China  and  North  Korea's  pos- 
session of  nuclear  weapons  as  a necessary 
deterrent  against  the  imperialist  nuclear 
cowboys  in  Washington  and  their  Austra- 
lian junior  partners. 

It  is  laughable  for  SAlt  to  present 
themselves  as  Marxist  authorities  on  the 
1917  Russian  Revolution.  From  their 
hatred  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  to  their 
treacherous  call  for  workers  to  vote  for 
the  capitalist  Greens  in  the  recent  elec- 
tions (an  act  of  class  betrayal).  SAlt’s  tra- 
ditions have  more  to  do  with  the  Menshe- 
vik opponents  of  the  Russian  Revolution. 
Led  by  Lenin  and  Trotsky's  Bolshevik 
Party,  the  Russian  Revolution  established 
the  world’s  first  workers  stale — a historic 
victory  for  the  international  proletariat. 
Despite  its  subsequent  degeneration  under 
a nationalist  parasitic  bureaucratic  caste, 
which  usurped  political  power  from  the 
Soviet  proletariat  in  a political  counter- 
revolution beginning  in  1923-24  under 
J.  V.  Stalin,  the  proletarian  properly  forms 
created  by  the  October  Revolution  of  1917 
remained.  Ba.sed  on  these  collectivised 
property  forms,  the  Soviet  state  remained 
a workers  state,  albeit  bureaucratically 
degenerated,  until  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution in  1991-92.  It  was  the  elemen- 
tary duty  of  revolutionaries  to  stand  for 
the  unconditional  military  defence  of  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  state  and  the 
deformed  workers  states  created  in  the  Sta- 
linist image  following  World  War  II — in 
Eastern  Europe.  China,  North  Korea.  Cuba 
and  Vietnam — against  imperialist  attack 
and  internal  capitalist  counterrevolution. 

Not  so  for  Socialist  Alternative.  Their 
political  origins  go  back  to  the  late  Tony 
Cliff  and  his  followers  in  Britain,  who 
were  expelled  from  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International  in  1950  for  reneging  on 
this  program  of  unconditional  military 
defence.  Bowing  to  the  pressure  of  anti- 
communist Cold  War  hysteria  during  the 
Korean  War.  Cliff  capitulated  to  the  Brit- 
ish bourgeoisie  and  the  then-ruling  Brit- 
ish Labour  Party,  refusing  to  defend  the 
Soviet  Union.  China  and  North  Korea 
against  the  imperialist  attack.  Cliff’s 
claim  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  “state 
capitalist’’  (promoted  by  earlier  social 
democrats  who  had  opposed  the  Rus- 
sian October  Revolution  of  1917)  was 
the  “Iheorclical’’  justification  for  his 
pro-imperialist  program.  Today  SAlt  con- 
tinue to  rehash  this  bogus  “theory."  rant- 
ing about  an  imagined  capitalist  "North 
Korean  ruling  class"  while  actually  falling 
in  behind  blood-drenched  "democratic" 
imperialism. 

Ever  since- the  Korean  War  ended  in 


Defend  Cliina,  Nortli  Korea,  Vietnam  and  Cuba! 


a stalemate,  the  strategic  aim  of  U.S. 
imperialism,  backed  by  Britain  and  Aus- 
tralia, has  been  to  isolate  and  destroy  the 
Stalinist-led  North  Korean  deformed 
workers  stale,  on  the  road  to  overturning 
the  gains  of  the  1949  Chinese  Revolu- 
tion. Today  this  includes  the  encircle- 
ment of  China  with  imperialist  military 
installations  from  South  Korea  to  north- 
ern Australia  to  Central  Asia.  Backing 
the  imperialists’  drive  for  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  China,  in  every  issue  of 


occupation  of  East  Timor  with  placards 
proclaiming  "East  Timor — blood  on  How- 
ard’s hands.”  They  enthusiastically  sup- 
ported the  union  bans  on  Indonesia  that 
were  organised  by  the  Laborite  trade- 
union  misleaders  to  speed  up  the  Aus- 
tralian imperialist  military  intervention. 
During  the  imperialist  war  on  Iraq  begin- 
ning in  2003.  SAlt  refused  to  take  a side 
in  military  defence  of  neocolonial  Iraq. 
Showing  faith  in  the  capitalist  rulers,  they 
instead  helped  build  popular-frontist 
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We  Said:  No  Vote  to  Labor  or  Bourgeois  Greens! 

Rudd's  ALP  Rules  for 
Racist  Australian  Imperialism 


Australasian  Spartacist 

Spartacist  League  of  Australia  contingent  at  protest  against  Asia  Pacific 
Economic  Cooperation  (APEC)  summit  in  Sydney,  8 September  2007. 


their  paper,  in  their  "who  are  Socialist 
Alternative?”  column,  SAlt  pushes  hos- 
tility to  China  labelling  it  an  exploitative 
society  “essentially  no  different  from 
the  West.”  They  have  promoted  the 
CIA’s  “Free  Tibet"  rallying  cry  for  coun- 
terrevolution and  lauded  pro-imperialist 
"trade-union  activist"  Han  Dongfang 
who  has  been  featured  on  radio  broad- 
casts of  official  mouthpieces  of  U.S.  im- 
perialism. Voice  of  America  an<i  Radio 
Free  Asia. 

SAlt  have  a long  history  as  anti-Marxist 
opponents  of  the  revolutionary  workers 
movement  and  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat. Throughout  the  1980s  as  then- 
members  of  the  Cliffite  international 
Socialist  Organisation,  SAlt  cadre  tailed 
the  anti-Soviet,  union-busting  Hawke/ 
Keating  Labor  regimes.  They  sided  with 
the  woman-haling,  CIA-funded  muja- 
hedin cutthroats  against  the  liberating 
forces  of  the  Soviet  Red  Army  in  Afghan- 
istan and  championed  the  anti-Semitic, 
anti-abortion  and  reactionary  Solidamos'd 
— ihe  chosen  instrument  of  the  Vatican. 
Wall  Street  and  Western  social  democ- 
racy for  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
Poland.  They  cheered  the  Yeltsin/Bush 
capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1991-92.  which  ushered  in  mass 
unemployment,  starvation  and  nationalist 
fratricide. 

SAlt’s  loyalty  to  capitalist  “democracy" 
and  "human  rights”  imperialism  was  also 
demonstrated  in  September  1999  when 
they  participated  in  the  chauvinist  "troops 
in"  rallies  for  the  Australian  military 


“antiwar”  coalitions  with  “peace  lovers" 
from  all  classes  to  appeal  to  the  bourgeoi- 
.sie  for  an  end  to  the  sub.sequeni  occupa- 
tion. A key  demand  of  these  coalitions. 
"Bring  the  troops  home."  dovetails  with 
the  bourgeois  Greens  and  ALP  push  for  a 
more  aggressive  role  for  the  Australian 
imperialist  military  in  the  Asia-Pacific 
region,  including  against  North  Korea 
and  China. 

Peddling  the  lie  that  the  capitalist  rul- 
ers can  be  pressured  to  act  on  behalf  of 
the  oppressed,  class-collaborationists  like 
SAlt  sow  reformist  illusions  in  the  capi- 
talist state.  However  this  state,  consisting 
at  its  core  of  the  police,  courts,  prisons 
and  military,  exists  to  uphold  the  rule  of 
the  bosses  over  the  working  class  and 
oppressed.  It  cannot  be  reformed — it  must 
be  shattered  through  workers  revolution. 
Key  to  this  perspective  is  the  fight  to 
mobilise  the  working  class  in  independ- 
ent class-struggle  opposition  to  the  capi- 
talist rulers  at  home  and  abroad.  We  de- 
mand: Australian  troops  and  cop.s  get  out 
of  Aboriginal  communities!  Australian 
imperialist  troops/cops  get  out  of  Iraq. 
Afghanistan,  the  Pacific  and  East  Timor! 

Our  unconditional  military  defence  of 
the  Chinese.  North  Korean.  Vietnamese 
and  Cuban  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  states  against  imperialist  attack 
and  internal  capitalist  counterrevolution 
is  a cornerstone  of  our  revolutionary 
program.  Within  this  framework  we  also 
fight  for  proletarian  political  revolution 
to  oust  the  parasitic  Stalinist  caste  that 
sits  atop  these  workers  states  and  whose 


bureaucratic  mismanagement  and 
appeasement  of  imperialism  paves 
the  way  for  capitalist  restoration.  Our 
defence  of  the  deformed  workers 
states  is  a defence  of  the  overturn  and 
expropriation  of  capitalism.  To  abandon 
defence  of  the  deformed  workers  states  is 
to  abandon  the  cause  of  international 
proletarian  revolution. 

The  International  Communist  League 
has  fought,  and  will  continue  to  fight, 
tooth  and  nail  against  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution. When  Solidamosd  made  its 
counterrevolutionary  bid  for  power  in 
Poland  in  1981.  we  forthrightly  said: 
"Stop  Solidamos'd  Counterrevolution !"  In 
late  1989.  the  ICL  intervened  to  fight  to 
bring  revolutionary  leadership  to  the 
incipient  workers  political  revolution  in 
the  Ea.st  German  (DDR)  deformed  work- 
ers state,  fighting  for  a government  of 
workers  councils.  Against  the  capitalist 
anschluss  that  eventually  swallowed  up 
the  DDR.  we  uniquely  fought  for  work- 
ers political  revolution  in  the  East  and 
socialist  revolution  in  the  West,  as  the 
road  to  a red  soviet  Germany  in  a Social- 
ist United  States  of  Europe.  I n Moscow  in 
1991-92.  we  fought-  to  mobili.se  prole- 
tarian opposition  to  the  impending  capi- 
talist catastrophe  including  distributing 
over  100.0(X)  Russian-language  leaflets  call- 
ing for  “Soviet  Workers!  Defeat  Yeltsin- 
Bush  Counterrevolution!"  The  overturn 
of  the  world’s  first  workers  state  was  a 
historic  defeat  for  the  international  prole- 
tariat. throwing  back  political  conscious- 
ness. albeit  unevenly,  such  that  today  few 
workers  identify  their  struggles  with  the 
fight  for  socialism.  It  has  also  removed 
the  primary  military  and  political  counter- 
weight to  rampant  imperialist  pillage  across 
the  globe. 

In  this  deeply  reactionary  post-Soviet 
world,  the  bourgeoisie  has  introduced 
draconian  racist  "anti-terror"  legislation 
that  shreds  the  democratic  rights  of,  all 
and  ultimately  is  aimed  against  the  left 
and  labour  movement.  Finding  its  echo 
on  the  campuses,  in  recent  years  Sydney 
Uni  administration  has  unleashed  its 
security  guards  to  repeatedly  harass,  cen- 
sor and  drive  leftists  off  the  campus.  It  is 
in  this  context  that  SAlt  cadre  threatened 
to  call  these  private  cops  of  the  capitalist 
administration  against  our  comrades  on 
2 February.  SAlt’s  attempted  censorship 
and  threats  can  only  serve  the  interests 
of  the  bourgeoisie,  which  is  hell-bent 
on  promoting  its  “death  of  Communism" 
ideology  in  the  service  of  erasing  all 
memory  of  the  historic  significance  and 
gains  of  the  Russian  Revolution. 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  that  SAlt 
has  welcomed  into  its  ranks  one  Azlan 
McLennan,  the  Democratic  Socialist  Per- 
spective (DSP)  anti-communist  thug  who 
punched  a female  SL  supporter  in  the 
face  at  a 2006  Melbourne  trade-union 
rally!  (See  "We  Will  Not  Be  Silenced!" 
Australasian  Spartacist  No.  196,  Spring 
2006.)  In  widely  exposing  and  condemn- 
ing this  DSP  thug  attack  we  asserted 
that,  in  the  polemical  traditions  of  Marx. 
Engels.  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  we  will  con- 
tinue to  argue  program  and  principle 
against  p.seudo-socialisis  such  as  the  DSP 
and  SAlt  in  order  to  clearly  expose  and 
defeat  their  sellout  politics.  This  is  part  of 
the  struggle  to  win  workers  and  others 
from  the  poisonous  grip  of  Laborism  to 
the  Trotskyist  program  necessary  to  fight 
to  sweep  away  racist  Australian  capital- 
ism through  workers  revolution.  We  fight 
to  build  internationalist  proletarian  van- 
guard parties  like  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolsheviks,  which  can  lead  the  working 
masses  in  new  October  Revolutions  to 
open  the  road  to  a classless  communist 
future.  Workers,  leftist  youth  and  all  those 
interested  in  joining  this  historic  fight 
should  check  out  our  revolutionary  Trot- 
skyist program.* 
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Clockwise  from  top:  Oakland,  April  19: 
Richard  Brown,  Hank  Jones,  Ray  Boudreaux 
(at  microphone)  and  Francisco  Torres  of 
“San  Francisco  8”  address  united-front 
mobilization  initiated  by  PDC  and  LBL. 
London,  April  19:  Stephen  Medley  from  Rail, 


Mu, 


Maritime  and  Transport  Workers  union  addresses 
pr  ta  ' PDC-initiated  united-front  Mumia  protest.  Toronto, 
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April  19:  United-front  demonstration  for  Mumia 
called  by  PDC.  Berlin,  April  12  and  Paris,  April  19: 
Class-Struggle  contingents  built  by  POC's  fraternal 
defense  organizations  at  Mumia  protests. 
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Mumia... 

{continued  from  page  12) 

Afrikan  Liberation  Day  Organising  Com- 
mittee. Brother  Ras  Bob  for  the  Pan 
Afrikan  Society  Community  Forum  and 
Brother  Otongogara  for  the  George  Jack- 
son*  Socialist  League.  Jessica  Huntley, 
who  helped  found  Bogle-L’Ouverture  Pub- 
lications. spoke,  giving  a very  powerful 
and  vivid  picture  of  Mumia’s  profession- 
alism and  political  knowledge  as  a jour- 
nalist when  she  had  met  him  in  1981.  She 
spoke  of  how  Mumia  called  her  after  he 
was  arrested,  telling  her  he  was  in  prison 
for  a crime  he  did  not  commit. 

Speaking  for  the  PDC,  Kate  Klein 
explained  the  PDC’s  perspective  of  a 
class-struggle  fight  to  free  Mumia: 

“From  South  African  workers  battling 
neo-apartheid  repression  to  the  multi- 
racial transport  workers  in  New  York  City 
to  postal  workers  here  in  Britain  fighting 
against  union-busting  privatisation,  we 
want  to  see  strikes  against  the  capital- 
ists and  their  governments,  and  in  those 
strikes,  along  with  the  demands  that  are 
raised,  emblazoned  on  their  banners  we 
want  to  see:  Free  Mumia!  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty!  Because  like  any 
fight  against  racist  oppression  and  class 
exploitation,  this  is  not  a fight  that  will 
be  won  in  a courtroom  but  on  the  streets 
in  mass  struggle.  And  the  same  vicious 
system  that  wants  Mumia  dead  carries 
out  imperialist  wars  and  occupations, 
starves  the  African  continent  and  keeps 
working  people  the  world  over  in  chains.” 

Chanting  “Mumia  is  innocent!  Free  him 
now!  Labor  has  the  power  to  make  the 
courts  bow!"  the  PDC  and  LBL-organized 
Class-Struggle  Contingent  in  the  Phila- 
delphia protest  drew  some  150  people, 
including  trade  unionists  from  NYC’s 
powerful  Transport  Workers  Union  Local 
100.  The  contingent  marched  under  the 
slogans.  "Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent! 
Free  Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the  Racist 
Death  Penalty!  There  Is  No  Justice  in  the 
Capitalist  Courts!  Mobilize  Labor’s 
Power — For  Mass  Protest!"  Others  at  the 
protest  included  Workers  World  Party,  the 
Revolutionary  Communist  Party  (through 
its  October  22nd  Coalition)  and  the  Party 
for  Socialism  and  Liberation.  The  class- 
struggle  perspective  of  the  PDC’s  contin- 


gent stood  in  stark  contrast  to  the  politics 
of  these  reformist  groups,  which  have  long 
promoted  the  illusion  that  Mumia  could 
get  "justice”  from  the  capitalist  courts. 

In  building  for  this  demonstration,  on 
April  18  the  PDC  raised  a banner  calling 
for  Mumia’s  freedom  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
Barack  Obama  rally  of  some  35.000  peo- 
ple in  Philadelphia.  Many  of  Obama’s 
younger  supporters  were  shocked  to  learn 
that  he — as  well  as  Hillary  Clinton — sup- 
ports the  death  penalty,  and,  in  fact,  a num- 
ber of  youth  met  at  the  rally  came  to  the 
Philly  protest.  After  we  raised  the  PDC 
banner,  an  "Obama  Country"  banner  was 
moved  in  front  of  it.  A 22  April  letter  to 
the  Philadelphia  Daily  News  by  Bob  Her- 
ing.  an  Obama  supporter  who  was  at  the 
rally,  described  how  Obama’s  official  vol- 
unteers “had  been  told  by  the  campaign 
to  block  the  Mumia  sign  from  the  view  of 
the  stage  and  the  cameras.”  He  noted  that 
a campaign  staffer  asked  him  to  sympa- 
thize with  the  decision  to  "limit  the  dis- 
tractions.” adding.  “I  can’t  sympathize.” 

Unlike  the  reformists  who  promote 
Democratic  Party  "lesser  evilism.”  cur- 
rently through  either  explicit  or  implicit 


support  to  Obama,  we  fight  to  break  work- 
ers and  youth  from  support  to  all  capital- 
ist parties  and  politicians.  At  the  Obama 
rally,  our  comrades  distributed  copies  of 
our  article.  "Obama.  Clinton:  No  Friends 
of  Workers,  Blacks,  the  Oppressed."  which 
was  issued  on  April  17  and  also  distrib- 
uted at  the  Philadelphia  and  Oakland  pro- 
tests (see  page  1). 

At  (he  Philadelphia  Mumia  protest,  the 
cops  acted  to  protect  fascist  vermin  who 
came  to  attack  the  demonstration.  Mar- 
shals from  the  PDC/LBL  contingent 
effectively  repulsed  a fascist  provocation 
again.st  the  protest.  In  response  to  the 
fascist  provocation,  marchers  in  the  PDC 
contingent  chanted.  “Fascists  out!"  and 
"Stop  the  Nazis!  Stop  the  Klan!  Only 
workers  defense  guards  can!”  It  is  hardly 
an  accident  that  the  race-terrorist  fas- 
cists— the  deadly  enemies  of  labor,  blacks 
and  all  the  oppressed — came  forward  as 
the  stormtroopers  for  those  who  seek 
Mumia’s  legal  lynching.  This  affirms  that 
the  cause  of  Mumia  is  the  cause  of  labor, 
the  cause  of  black  freedom,  the  cause  of 
all  the  oppressed. 

The  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  is  at  a 


Congress  of 
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demanding 
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freedom  and 
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CONCRtSS  OP  SOUTB  AFRICAN  TRADE  UNIONS 


Lener  «l  tupport  from  COSATU  W Cipe  in  tuppon  of  national  andot^meni 
Campaign  to  free  Mumia  Abu  Jamal 

COSATU  andoraoa  Uto  campaign  to  free  Comtida  ASU  JAMAL 

The  campaign  has  ovar  the  years  provided  strong  evSdonee  on  why  H is  Important  lo 
free  comrade  ASU  JAMAL  It « unaeecptablo  that  someone  is  framed  for  there 
conv«bons  and  pofiticsl  hieioiy  of  being  a voice  for  the  voiceless  Aa  wen  at 
questioning  the  esablishment  and  there  anempis  to  keep  the  status  quo  In  tack  in 
Iho  USA 

This  case  does  in  many  respect  show  the  batneaa  of  the  USAfushea  system 
against  the  poor  The  case  itself  has  thrown  up  many  of  the  latent  raesm  that  eidst  in 
tha  judiciary  and  the  lack  of  proper  procedure  being  applied  ui  ths  ease.  Tha  details 
of  this  case  are  well  recorded  and  the  pnnciple  must  be  opposed  by  all  Ireedom 
loving  people  aaoae  ma  world  We  know  that  the  Slack  Panders  have  taken  up 
many  of  the  struggles  egamsi  apartheid  and  we  are  honour  bound  lo  rcdprocaie  as 
well  as  because  of  our  deep  seated  eommivnenl  to  social  justice. 

We  wtD  stand  vnlh  the  millions  of  people  across  tha  world  that  are  calling  for  justice  to 
be  done  and  will  join  the  protest  egainst  Ihts  travesty  of  Justice 


South  Afrieal 


critical  juncture.  The  statements  in  defense 
of  Mumia  must  be  turned  into  mass  action, 
centered  on  labor’s  power.  We  call  on 
everyone  to  redouble  their  efforts  to  build 
the  upcoming  united-front  demonstrations, 
which  will  take  place  in  Sydney.  Australia, 
on  April  23,  Mexico  City  on  April  24,  and 
Chicago  and  L.A.  on  April  26.  Fight  for 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal’s  freedom! 

We  print  below  the  speech  delivered 
by  Spartacist  League  speaker  Reuben 
Samuels  at  the  April  19  Oakland  united- 
front  protest  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 

* * * 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  buried  behind  bars, 
facing  death  because  of  his  lifelong  devo- 
tion to  black  freedom  and  social  emancipa- 
tion. On  March  28,  I said  our  task  is  to 
assist  the  international  working  class  in 
making  the  cause  of  this  brave  class  warrior 
their  own  so  that  the  demand  Free  Mumia 
rings  out  from  worker-led  protest  around 
the  world:  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

Over  the  last  three  weeks,  our  united- 
front  protests  to  free  Mumia.  which  you 
helped  build  (most  of  you),  have  become 
an  internationalist  platform  for  labor  and 
the  oppressed  throughout  the  world  to 
express  their  solidarity  with  this  voice 
of  black  revolt  and  to  express  their  oppo- 
sition to  racist  U.S.  imperialism.  From 
South  Africa  to  Scotland,  more  than  300 
organizations  and  individuals,  including 
trade  unions  representing  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  workers,  have  endorsed  our 
call.  Mumia  is  innocent,  free  him  now! 
Mumia  is  innocent,  free  him  now! 

The  racist  death  penalty  is  the  legacy 
of  chattel  slavery;  it  is  the  lynch  mob 
deputized  and  given  blue  uniforms  and 
black  robes.  This  past  Wednesday  it  was 
reaffirmed  by  the  nine  Supreme  Hang- 
men of  the  Land.  We  say:  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty!  Abolish  the  racist 
death  penalty! 

The  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  lo 
bury  Mumia  alive  or  subject  him  to 
another  death  penalty  hearing  is  a demon- 
.stration,  once  again,  that  there  is  no  jus- 
tice in  the  capitalist  courts.  And  once 
again  it  is  a damning  indictment  of  those 
like  the  San  Francisco  Mobilization  lo 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  and  Socialist 
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PDC  Speaker  at  Toronto  United-Front  Protest 

“For  Class-Struggle  Defense! 

For  Mass  Protest  for  Mumia’s  Freedom!” 


We  print  below  the  speech  given  by  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  speaker  Debby 
Spector  at  the  April  19  Toronto  united- 
front  protest  called  by  the  PDC  as  part  of 
its  international  campaign  for  Mumia's 
freedom. 

The  racist  rulers  want  to  put  Mumia  to 
death  or  entomb  him  for  life.  We  say  no!! 
TVenty-five  years  of  legal  proceedings 
starkly  show  there  is  no  middle  ground — 
it’s  either  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  or 
accede  to  his  legal  lynching  or  life  in 
prison.  The  question  is:  how  do  we  fight 
to  win  his  freedom?  What  path  leads  to 
victory? 

Mumia’s  frame-up  is  a stark  expression 
of  the  class  and  race  bias  of  the  capitalist 
courts.  The  rulers  see  in  Mumia  the  spec- 
tre of  black  revolt,  a voice  of  defiant 
opposition  to  the  oppression  of  black  peo- 
ple that  is  the  cornerstone  of  American 
capitalism.  The  March  27  ruling  should 


make  clear  to  all  that  Mumia  can  get  no 
justice  at  the  hands  of  the  very  forces  that 
framed  him  up  and  sentenced  him  to  die. 

Ever  since  the  PDC  took  up  Mumia’s 
case  over  20  years  ago.  we  have  sought 
to  mobilize  the  broadest  forces  in  his 
defense.  Today’s  protest  is  one  of  many 
internationally  that  have  been  endorsed 
by  unions  representing  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  workers,  and  by  many  other 
organizations  and  individuals.  I want  to 
greet  especially  the  trade  unionists 
who’ve  come  out  today  with  their  ban- 
ners: CUPW,  the  Steelworkers,  CUPE. 
UFCW.  I’m  a member  of  the  Amalga- 
mated Transit  Union  Local  113.  Last 
year  our  local  too  voted  to  join  the  fight 
to  free  Mumia. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  fights 
for  class-struggle  defense — for  mass  pro- 
test for  Mumia’s  freedom  based  on  labor’s 
social  power,  its  ability  to  choke  off 


the  profits  that  are  capitalism’s  lifeblood. 
Genuine  united-front  action  in  Mumia’s 
defense  means  unity  in  action  and  com- 
plete freedom  of  criticism.  It  means  open 
debate  about  what  strategy  is  needed  to 
rebuild  the  movement  for  Mumia  and 
fight  for  his  freedom.  It  is  not  a peace 
pact  with  reformists  who  push  deadly 
illusions  in  the  bosses’  courts,  but  a strug- 
gle against  them. 

The  liberals  and  the  reformists  under- 
mined the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  by 
diverting  protests  into  pleas  for  a “new,  fair 
trial.’’  We  say  the  movement  for  Mumia 
must  be  rebuilt  on  the  basis  of  a clear 
understanding  that  he  is  innocent;  indeed, 
another  man.  Arnold  Beverly,  has  con- 
fessed to  the  killing.  Mumia  must  be  freed, 
and  the  power  of  labor  must  be  brought  to 
bear  on  his  behalf  and  that  of  all  the 
oppressed.  The  power  of  millions  of  work- 
ing people  around  the  world — that’s  how 


PDC 


we  can  make  the  rulers  back  down! 

Mumia’s  struggle  embodies  the  strug- 
gle against  the  whole  capitalist  system  of 
exploitation  and  racist  oppression.  He  has 
now  nearly  reached  the  end  of  the  legal 
road.  It  is  urgent  that  we  mobilize  labor 
power  in  his  defense — in  the  factories,  on 
the  shop  floors  and  in  the  streets.  Mumia 
is  innocent!  Free  him  now’m 


Lucas  Blue  Flores  Piran 


Philadelphia,  April  18:  As  part  of  building  April  19  Mumia  demonstration,  PDC 
supporters  raised  banner  catling  for  Mumia's  freedom  In  vicinity  of  Obama 
campaign  rally. 


Action,  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party,  Work- 
ers World  Party  and  others  who  called  for 
this  innocent  man.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  to 
be  retried  by  the  very  capitalist  courts  that 
framed  him  up  and  sought  his  execution. 
Retried  for  what?  He  should  never  have 
spent  a day  in  jail!  The  Labor  Action 
Committee  now  says  it  has  always  known 
there  is  no  justice  in  the  capitalist  courts, 
but  it  was  founded  in  solidarity  with  the 
Mobe  and  its  demand  for  a "new  trial.” 
When  we  asked  the  Mobe  to  join  this 
united-front  effort  to  free  Mumia,  they 
said,  oh  no.  it  would  damage  their  “good 
name.”  We  wouldn’t  want  that  to  happen. 
We  won’t  let  the  Mobe  demobilizers  turn 
us  around.  Mumia  is  innocent,  free  him 
now!  Mumia  is  innocent!  Free  him  now! 

While  favoring  every  legal  means  on 
Mumia’s  behalf,  we  place  all  our  faith  in 
the  social  power  of  the  international 
working  class.  In  1995  when  Mumia  was 
only  weeks  and  days  away  from  execu- 
tion. we  and  many  others  launched  a cam- 
paign of  mass  protest  based  on  the  power 
of  organized  labor  that  circled  the  globe 
and  saved  his  life.  At  that  very  moment, 
his  life  hanging  in  the  balance,  the  prin- 
cipal organ  of  American  finance  capi- 
tal, the  Wall  Street  Journal,  seeking  to 
sabotage  our  international  campaign  to 
save  Mumia’s  life,  got  ammo  from  the  so- 
called  Bolshevik  Tendency,  the  anti- 
Spartacist  League  slander  machine.  They 
branded  us  as  a Jimstown  suicide  cult. 


just  like  the  bourgeoisie  branded  the  vic- 
tims of  the  government's  1985  bombing  of 
the  MOVE  home  in  Philadelphia,  murder- 
ing eleven  men,  women  and  children,  and 
claiming,  yes,  they  were  a suicide  cult. 
Anti-communist  slander,  always  vile,  is 
seldom  original. 

The  election  of  either  a black  man  or  a 
white  woman  to  occupy  the  While  House 
would  be  a significant  event — no  doubt 


U.S.  imperialism  needs  a facelift — but  it 
won’t  change  the  conditions  of  women’s 
and  black  oppression  that  are  rooted  in  the 
family  and  class  exploitation.  Democratic 
front-runner  Barack  Obama  confronts  race 
to  take  race  off  the  agenda  in  the  service 
of  flag-waving  national  unity  around  the 
so-called  "war  on  terrorism.”  war  on  Mus- 
lims. war  on  Palestinians.  Oh  yes,  Obama 
claims  the  civil  rights  movement  brought 


us  90  percent  of  the  way  to  racial  equality. 
But  the  courageous  foot  soldiers  of  that 
era  did  not  stand  up  to  Klan  and  cop  terror 
in  order  to  .see  their  hopes  and  dreams 
washed  away  in  the  racist  travesty  of  po.st- 
Kairina  New  Orleans,  or  after  they  pro- 
tested Jim  Crow  justice  in  Jena,  to  see 
lynch  ropes  hanging  from  the  halls  of 
Columbia  University  to  the  docks  of  L.A. 

Chained  to  the  capitalist  Democrats,  the 
civil  rights  movement  could  not  challenge 
the  economic  foundations  of  black  oppres- 
sion. The  best  militants,  who  rejected  the 
liberal  pacifism  of  the  so-called  "Moses 
Generation"  and  wanted  radical  change, 
formed  the  Black  Panther  Party.  But  they 
could  not  see  past  the  trade-union  mislead- 
ers  who  turned  their  backs  on  black  free- 
dom, and  the  Panthers  rejected  the  working 
class  as  the  key  agent  for  social  revolution. 
Instead  they  embraced  black  nationalism 
centered  on  the  ghetto  poor  and  powerless, 
turning  toward  community  social  work  or 
the  fantasy  of  urban  guerrilla  warfare. 

Black  oppression  is  the  bedrock  of 
American  capitalism.  It  will  not  be  got- 
ten rid  of  until  capitalism  itself  is  swept 
away  in  a socialist  revolution.  Because  of 
blacks’  special  oppression  and  history  of 
social  struggle,  black  workers  are  des- 
tined to  be  in  the  forefront  of  the  struggle 
for  revolutionary  leadership.  Black  work- 
ers are  the  vital  link  between  the  anger  of 
the  ghetto  and  power  of  the  proletariat, 
continued  on  page  6 


Spartacist  League/Labor  Black  League  Forums 


Break  with  the  Democrats! 

For  a Class-Struggle  Workers  Party! 

Race,  Class  and  the  Fight  for 
a Workers  America 

For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


Update  and  report  back  on  the  international  campaign  to 
free  innocent  death  row  political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal, 
and  the  continuing  campaign  to  win  his  freedom 


BAY  AREA 

■ 

CHICAGO 

Saturday,  May  10,  3 p.m. 

First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Oakland 
Reception  Room 
2619  Broadway 
Oakland 

(near  27th,  19th  St.  BART) 

For  more  information: 

(510)  839-0851 
slbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


Saturday,  May  17 

Time  and  location  to  be  announced 

For  more  information;  (312)  563-0441 
chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturday,  May  17,  4 p.m. 

Mount  Hollywood  Congregational  Church 
4607  Prospect  Avenue 
(near  Vermont/Sunset  Red  Line  Station) 

For  info;  (213)  380-8239,  slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


Spartacist  League/Spartacus  Youth  Club  Forum 


From  Chain  Gangs  to  the  Racist  “War  on  Drugs” 

Mass  Black  Incarceration 
in  Capitalist  America 

With  a report  on  the  international  campaign  to 
free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


Saturday,  May  10,  4:30  p.m. 

322  W.  48th  St  . 1st  floor 
(between  Sth  and  9th  Aves.;  A,  C or  E to  42nd  St.) 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


For  more  information: 

(212)  267-1025  or  nyst@tiac.net 


Labor  Black  League  Readers  Circle 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Him  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 

Presentation  on  Mumia's  case  and  a report  back  on  the 
international  demonstrations  of  April  19-26 

Come  to  our  Workers  Vanguard  Readers  Circle  discussion 
on  the  article  on  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  in  this  issue. 


Tuesday,  April  29,  6 p.m. 

299  Broadway.  Suite  318 
(north  of  Chambers  Street) 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


For  more  information:  (212)  267-1025 


25  APRIL  2008 


5 


From  Death  Row, 
This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 

When  Courts  G( 

B Wrong 

We’re  often  surprised  when  courts  get  it  wrong,  but 
why? 

It's  because  we  expect  them  to  get  it  right — and 
therein  lies  the  surprise. 

For,  if  history  is  any  judge,  we  should  all  be  sur- 
prised when  they  get  it  right.  For  courts  are  political 
institutions,  and  politics  is  rarely  about  right  or  wrong; 
it’s  about  power.  As  in  who  has  it;  and  who  doesn’t. 

Courts  were  set  up  to  protect  (he  wealth  and  prop- 
erty of  the  powerful,  not  the  powerless;  and  any 
honest  reading  of  legal  history  leads  one  back  to  that 
conclusion. 

Here  in  this  country  courts  were  places  for  slave- 
masters.  not  slaves,  and  the  words  of  a "justice"  of 
the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court.  Thomas  Ruffin, 
are  instructive  as  he  illustrates  what  underpins  the 
law  in  1829;  “The  power  of  the  master  must  be  abso- 


lute. to  render  the  submission  of  the  slave  perfect... 
As  a principle  of  moral  right,  every  person  in  his 
retirement  must  repudiate  it.  But  in  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  things  it  must  be  so."* 

Most  of  us  have  heard  of  the  infamous  Dre<l  Scon 
(1857)  case,  but  how  many  of  us  know  that  a gen- 
eration before  Dred  was  decided,  a Pennsylvania 
Supreme  Court  opinion  said  essentially  the  same 
things?  In  Hobbs  v.  Fogg  (1837)  the  state’s  highest 
court  ruled  that  Blacks  were  not  party  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  therefore  couldn’t  vote. 

And  although  Dred  Scon  became  a cause  for  war,  by 
war’s  end.  it  was  the  courts,  in  cases  like  Plessy  v.  Fer- 
guson (1896)  that  upheld  racial  segregation,  discrimi- 
nation and  oppression  against  Black  people — even  in 
stark  violation  of  the  words  in  the  Constitution. 

We  like  to  think  of  this  as  ancient  history;  then — 


not  now.  But  these  are  the  very  foundation  stones 
upon  which  America  was  built. 

My  father  was  born  one  year  after  Plessy  was 
decided,  and  he  lived  almost  all  his  life  under  its 
cruel  restrictions. 

The  law  has  only  moved  when  people  organized  to 
make  it  so.  As  that  great  abolitionist,  freedom-fighter, 
and  rabble-rouser.  Frederick  Douglass  has  taught, 
“Power  concedes  nothing  without  demand....  It  never 
has — and  never  will..." 

Social  movements  in  the  streets  brought  an  end  to 
Plessy,  not  lawsuits. 

People,  organized,  shook  the  status  quo.  not  neat 
words  typed  on  crisp  white  paper. 

When  people  organize,  they  make  change. 

5 April  2(X)8 

G200H  Mumia  Ahu-Janial 

[*5«i<rre:  Aptheker,  Herbert.  American  Negro  Slave  Re- 
volts iNcvj  York:  International  Publ..  1943  [ 1987 J).  p.  66) 


Send  urgently  needed  contributions  for  Mumia 's 
legal  defense,  made  payable  to  ‘‘National  Lawyers 
Guild  Foundation**  and  earmarked  for  “Mumia." 
to:  Committee  to  Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  P.O. 
Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

If  you  wish  to  correspond  with  Mumia,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  SCI  Greene, 
175  Progress  Drive,  Waynesburg.  PA  15370. 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

American  workers  revolution  needs  black 
leadership. 

Our  program  for  black  liberation  is  revo- 
lutionary integrationism.  This  is  counter- 
posed  to  liberal  integration  that  holds  that 
black  equality  can  be  achieved  within  the 
capitalist  system — founded  on  the  forcible 
subjugation  of  blacks  at  the  bottom  of  soci- 
ety. It  is  counterposed  to  petty-bourgeois 
black  nationalism:  an  ideology  of  defeat 
that  would  deny  blacks  their  birthright — 
the  wealth  and  culture  of  this  country  that 
their  labor  has  played  a decisive  role  in 
creating.  Oh  yes.  40  acres  and  a mule,  land 
compensations,  settlements  for  slavery — 
better  than  that,  we  want  it  all!  The  work- 
ing class  has  the  power  to  take  it  all! 

Brother  Heyman  from  ILWU  Local 
10.  who  spoke  at  our  last  rally — and  his 
union  has  endorsed  this  rally — spoke  of 


the  stop-work  action  on  April  24.  1999 
that  shut  down  the  West  Coast  ports  in 
solidarity  with  Mumia.  That  was  indeed 
a real  demonstration  of  the  social  power 
that  must  be  mobilized  to  free  Mumia. 
But  this  action  was  politically  under- 
mined by  tying  it  to  the  protests  that  day 
whose  central  call  was  for  a “new  trial." 

Likewise,  a work  stoppage  on  May 
1st.  the  international  workers  holiday, 
could  be  a powerful  blow  against  the 
bloody  imperialist  occupation  of  Iraq. 
But  the  ILWU  international  leadership 
has  wrapped  the  call  for  this  stop-work 
action  in  "support  our  troops”  jingoism. 
The  butchers  of  Falluja,  the  torturers 
of  Abu  Ghraib  are  not  “our”  troops.  Just 
like  the  courts  that  entomb  Mumia  are  not 
“our"  courts.  The  stale  that  wages  war 
on  any  that  would  oppose  it  is  not  “our" 
state.  And  the  Democratic  Party — whether 
represented  by  Clinton  or  Obama,  whose 
candidacy  the  ILWU  bureaucracy  has 
endorsed — is  not  “our”  party.  Like  the 


Republicans,  it’s  the  party  of  imperialist 
war  and  capitalist  exploitation. 

You  cannot  fight  against  the  bosses’  war 
by  the  bosses’  rules.  The  pro-capitalist 
labor  tops,  their  left-talkers  included, 
are  the  enforcers  of  the  bosses’  rules  in 
the  labor  movement.  They  must  be 
replaced  by  a leadership  devoted  to  the 
principles  of  the  class  struggle  on  the 
political  and  economic  plane. 

Our  .struggle  to  free  Mumia  and  all  class- 
war  political  prisoners  is  part  and  parcel 
of  our  struggle  to  mobilize  the  working 
class  and  the  oppressed  to  storm,  yes.  storm 
the  helli.sh  prison  that  is  capitalism.  That 
begins  with  the  fight  for  the  political  inde- 
pendence of  the  working  class.  Break  with 
the  big  parties  of  capital,  the  Democrats 
and  Republicans,  as  well  as  the  little  party 
of  capital,  the  Greens.  We  would  defend 
Obama  against  any  racist  blowback  from 
this  campaign,  but  we  give  no  political 
support  to  this  or  any  other  representative 
of  the  capitalist  class  dictatorship. 


Today  the  Democrats  and  the  reformist 
left  support  “Free  Tibet”  as  the  spear- 
head for  counterrevolution  in  China.  The 
extension  of  the  Chinese  Revolution  to 
Tibet  ended  slavery  and  the  status  of 
women  as  beasts  of  burden.  It  opened  the 
road  for  social  progress  for  this  benighted 
society.  We  say:  Unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
state  against  capitalist  counterrevolution 
and  imperialist  intervention!  The  working 
people  of  China  must  fight  for  a political 
revolution  to  replace  the  nationalist  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  with  the  rule  of  work- 
ers. soldiers  and  peasants  councils. 

Help  us  build  a revolutionary  workers 
party  that  fights  for  Mumia’s  freedom, 
black  freedom,  full  immigrant  rights.  Help 
us  impart  the  understanding  that  those 
who  labor  must  rule,  in  order  to  expropri- 
ate the  greed-crazed  capilali,sis  before  they 
destroy  us  all.  Forward  to  the  reforging  of 
Trotsky’s  Fourth  International,  world  party 
of  socialist  revolution!* 


Outrage!  Parole  Denied 

We  Demand:  Free  the 
MOVE  9 Prisoners  Now! 


Wide  World 


After  spending  some  30  years  in  Penn- 
sylvania’s prison  dungeons,  enduring 
persistent  persecution  and  harassment. 
Janine  Africa,  Janet  Africa  and  Debbie 
Africa,  three  of  the  eight  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  MOVE  9.  were  outrageously 
denied  parole  on  April  22.  Michael  Africa, 
Delbert  Africa.  Eddie  Africa  and  Phil 
Africa  are  to  be  interviewed  by  the  parole 
board  later  in  April.  Chuck  Africa  is  sche- 
duled for  later  this  year.  The  MOVE  mem- 
bers were  sentenced  to  30  to  100  years  in 
prison,  having  been  framed  up  for  con- 
spiracy and  murder  stemming  from  the 
killing  of  Philadelphia  police  officer  James 
Ramp,  who  died  in  the  cops’  own  cross 
fire  during  a vicious  600-man  police 
assault  on  MOVE’S  Powelton  Village 
home  on  8 August  1978.  In  1998.  Merle 
Africa  died  in  prison,  having  spent  nearly 
20  years  behind  bars. 

The  MOVE  prisoners  remain  strong 
and  steadfast  fighters  not  only  for  their 
own  freedom  but  also  for  the  freedom  of 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  America’s  foremost 
death  row  political  prisoner  and  longtime 
MOVE  supporter.  These  innocent  men 
and  women  should  not  have  spent  one 
moment  in  prison.  The  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  has  been  sending  monthly  sti- 
pends to  the  imprisoned  M(3VE  members 


since  1986  as  part  of  the  PDC’s  pro- 
gram of  support  to  class-war  prisoners. 
We  demand  the  immediate,  unconditional 
release  of  the  MOVE  prisoners! 

The  city  in  which  MOVE  emerged  was 
a racist  hellhole  lorded  over  by  a police 
force  determined  to  ruthlessly  repress  any 
expression  of  black  dissent.  This  included 
targeting  the  predominantly  black,  back-lo- 
nature  MOVE  organization,  which  pro- 
tested against  the  “system"  and  proclaimed 
their  right  of  armed  self-defense.  At  a press 
conference  following  the  1978  siege  of 
move’s  house,  into  which  police  fired 
thousands  of  rounds  of  ammunition,  then- 
Philadelphia  D.A.  Edward  Rendell  (who  is 
now  Pennsylvania’s  governor)  declared 
that  police  would  have  been  “within  their 
rights  to  have,  subsequent  to  the  shooting 
of  Officer  Ramp,  stormed  the  house  and 
killed  all  of  the  1 2 people  in  the  basement." 

On  13  May  1985.  less  than  four  years 
after  the  MOVE  9 were  sentenced  and 
three  years  after  Mumia’s  frame-up  trial, 
the  Philadelphia  police,  under  the  direction 
of  black  Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode 
and  in  league  with  federal  authorities, 
dropped  a bomb  on  MOVE'S  Osage  Ave- 
nue home.  Eleven  black  people,  including 
five  children,  were  burned  to  death  and  an 
entire  black  neighborhood  of  more  than  60 


August  1978: 

In  vendetta 
against  MOVE, 
nearly  600 
Philadelphia  cops 
launched 
murderous  assault 
on  Powelton 
Village  MOVE 
house. 

homes  was  incinerated.  Ramona  Africa 
was  sentenced  to  seven  years  in  prison  for 
the  “crime”  of  being  the  sole  adult  survi- 
vor of  this  racist  atrocity,  and  she  was 
made  to  serve  every  single  day  of  her  sen- 
tence. On  April  14.  the  U.S.  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  upheld  a 2005  ruling  that 
slashed  the  damages  awarded  by  a jury  to 
two  dozen  people  who  lost  their  homes  in 
the  May  1985  attack,  and  then  vindictively 
cut  them  even  further!  This  is  the  same 
court  that  last  month  upheld  Mumia’s 
frame-up  conviction. 

In  denying  parole  to  Janine  Africa.  Janet 
Africa  and  Debbie  Africa,  the  parole  board 
stated  that  the  MOVE  prisoners  “refused  to 
accept  responsibility"  and,  according  to  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer,  "lacked  remorse” 
(Philly.com.  22  April).  As  the  PDC  noted  in 
a March  6 protest  letter  to  the  parole  board 
calling  for  the  release  of  the  MOVE  prison- 


ers (see  “Parole  Hearing  Approaches:  Free 
the  MOVE  Prisoners!”  WV  No.  910,  14 
March):  “We  are  mindful  that  a common 
ruse  for  denying  parole  for  those  who  have 
been  falsely  convicted  is  the  claimed  failure 
to  show  ‘remorse.’  Having  committed  no 
crime,  the  imprisoned  MOVE  members 
have  no  reason  to  demonstrate  any  so-called 
‘remorse’.”  Free  the  MOVE  prisoners  noH’.' 

* * * 

Letters  demanding  freedom  for  the 
MOVE  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Board  of  Probation  and 
Parole,  1 lOl  South  Front  Street.  Suite 
5100.  Harrisburg.  PA  17104-2517.  The 
names  for  each  of  the  commissioners  are 
at:  www.pbpp.staie.pa.us.  Copies  of  let- 
ters should  be  sent  to:  William  Phillips 
Africa.  AM  4984.  SCl-Dallas.  1000  Fol- 
lies Road.  Dallas.  PA  18612-0286. ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Radio  Interview 


“Frederick  Douglass  Taught  Us  That  Power 
Concedes  Nothing  Without  a Demand” 


The  following  inten-iew  with  Mumui 
Abu-Jamal  by  Prisoners  of  Conscience 
Commiflee  (POCC)  Block  Report  Radio 
aired  on  the  Flashpoints  program  of 
Berkeley's  KPFA  on  April  7.  It  »»■«.?  tran- 
scribed by  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee on  April  15.  For  the  audio  link,  go  to 
hllp://ww\v.  partisandefense.org/media/ 
Mumia-Flashpoints.mpJ. 

Minister  of  Information  JR:  Today 
we  will  he  talking  to  political  prisoner 
of  26  years.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  about  his 
response  to  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals'  denial  of  him  a trial,  in  his  first 
interview  about  the  situation  since  it  has 
happened. 

JR:  To  kick  it  off.  Mumia.  we  recently 
suffered  a setback  in  this  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  decision.  What  is  your 
response  and  how  do  you  look  at  the 
situation  at  this  juncture? 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal:  Well.  I've  learned 
over  the  years  to  always  look  at  oral  argu- 
ments with  a degree  of  skepticism.  This 
has  only  reinforced  that  opinion.  Years 
ago.  many  years  ago.  in  1987.  it  may 
have  been,  when  we  were  in  front  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court,  several  of 
my  lawyers  at  that  time,  they  came  back 
to  me  after  the  oral  arguments  and  they 
were  effusive  because  they  heard  how 
angry  the  justices  were  at  the  Philadelphia 
D.A.’s  office,  and  they  heard  the  questions 
and  they  heard  the  answers  and  they  were 
like.  "Ah.  ah.  this  is  great.  Mumia." 

Now.  this  was  early,  but  1 held  on  to 
my  skepticism.  You  learn  that  after  many 
years  in  prison,  but  also  many  years  in 
politics,  especially  black  revolutionary 
politics.  And  this  really  was  more  of  the 
same. 

A reporter  who  looked  at  the  case 
called  it  the  “Mumia  exception."  The  fact 
of  the  matter  is.  it’s  not  the  Mumia  excep- 
tion: it's  the  "Mumia  rule"  because  this 
has  happened  before,  so  we  shouldn’t  be 
surprised. 

JR:  I know  there’s  some  people  out  here 
who  have  been  calling  it  a victory.  Can 
you  explain  how  it  is  not  a victory  but  a 
setback? 

MAJ:  Well,  if  it  was  a victory,  it’s  a tiny, 
small  victory,  but  not  a victory.  If  you 
look  at  what  the  court  said  and  what  they 
did:  what  they  did  is.  they  made  up  new 
rules.  You  see.  that  is  not  a victory.  That 
is.  again,  the  Mumia  rule.  The  same  thing 
that  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court  did. 
For  people  who  do  know  and  who’ve 
read  legal  cases,  there  is  a case  called 
Commonwealth  v.  Baker.  It  was  decided  in 
1986. 1 know  that  the  Internet  is  out  there 
so  It  enables  people  to  do  a lot  more 
research  in  ways  that  were  difficult  to  do 
many  years  ago.  But  if  you  look  up  Com- 
monwealth V.  Baker,  decided  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Supreme  Court  in  1986,  and  you 
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just  in  capital  case  law  but  m the  Law.  He 
is  a famed  lawyer.  .So  having  read  the 
cases  and  read  the  briefs,  he  was  sure,  you 
see.  but  he  was  wrong.  Because,  even 
lawyers  who  are  very  smart  and  very 
good,  what  they  don't  factor  in  is  politics 
in  the  law.  What  they  don’t  factor  in  is 
personality  in  the  law.  What  they  don’t 
factor  in  is  the  power  of  the  law  to  change 
itself  like  a chameleon.  And  many  people 
who  are  very  well-informed  or  radical  or 
even  revolutionary,  for  a moment,  for  a 
moment,  said  this  is  good,  because  what 
they  heard,  or  what  they  read,  or  what 
they  saw  at  oral  arguments  gave  them  the 
belief  that  this  would  be  different.  Well 
we've  learned  otherwise  haven’t  we?  So 
we  go  back  to  basics. 

I'm  not  going  to  tell  people  what  to  do 
or  how  to  organize.  They  know  how  to 
do  that.  They  need  to  trust  in  their  own 
instincts.  I believe  in  the  people.  I've 
always  believed  in  it  since  1 was  a very 
young  teenager.  And  the  people  never  let 
you  down,  I mean,  they  do  what's  right 
because  they  know  in  their  hearts  what’s 
right.  And  I commend  them  for  it. 

I just  did  a piece,  yesterday,  about  how 
we  have  a history  that  we  forget  about 
sometimes.  A history  of  the  courts  being 
on  the  side  of  repression,  being  on  the 
side,  not  of  freedom,  but  of  enslavement, 
literally.  That’s  what  Dred  Scott  is  all 
about.  If  you  look  at  Ples.sy  v.  Ferguson, 
that’s  what  that  was  all  about. 

A lot  of  people  still  believe  that  Brttwn 
continued  on  page  8 


sometnmg  mat  was  unjust  oeiore.  mat  s 
not  a victory,  it's  not  a victory.  But  we 
struggle  on. 

Fred  Hampton  Jr:  Right  on.  brother. 
Ona  MOVE.  Free  'em  all. 

JR:  What’s  up  Fred  Jr? 

FHJ:  Same  struggle,  different  round, 
again,  as  always  it’s  inspiring  to  hear 
you,  brother. 

MAJ:  And  you.  I saw  you  actually  on 
PBS  about  three  or  four  nights  ago. 

FHJ:  Oh  yeah? 

MAJ:  Yeah,  you  were  speaking  with  a 
group  of  young  kids  on  a bus. 

FHJ:  Okay.  yeah.  yeah.  1 know  exactly 
what  program  you're  talking  about.  Right 
on.  We're  trying  to  get  the  word  out 
through  every  venue  possible,  you  know? 
MAJ:  That’s  exactly  what  you  said. 

FHJ:  Yes  indeed,  yes  indeed.  We’re  clear 
that  we’ve  got  to  continue  to  reiterate  the 
fact  that  we’ve  got  to  do  our  thing  out 
here  on  the  streets  throughout  the  world. 
It's  going  to  take  the  pressure  from  the 
people  to  get  the  desired  results,  but 
what  tactics  do  you  think  that  we  can 
tweak,  or  what  should  we  really  touch  on 
or  really  stress,  again  upping  the  ante 
about  this  campaign? 

MAJ:  I think  you  really  hit  the  nail  on 
the  head.  I think  many  people,  even  peo- 
ple who  consider  themselves  radicals  and 
revolutionaries,  got  caught  sleeping  for  a 
moment.  1 mean,  they  either  heard  about 
or  they  were  present  at  or  they  read 
about  the  oral  arguments,  and  they  said. 
"Whoa!  He’s  got  that," 

Let  me  tell  you  a story,  if  I may.  that  a 
friend  of  mine,  who  is  a lawyer,  told  me 
several  days  ago.  This  was  in  Pittsburgh, 
and  it  was  a conference,  a discussion 
given  by  a very  well-known  black  capital- 
case  lawyer,  who  is  from  Alabama.  His 
name  is  Bryan  Stevenson,  and  he  was 
speaking  to  a group  opposed  to  the  death 
penalty  generally,  but  also  students  and 
law  students  and  other  people.  And  he 
gave  his  speech  and  it  was  very  nicely 
received,  and  at  the  end  people  got  up  and 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation"  (earmarked  for  “Mumia”)  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 
Donations  earmarked  'Mumia*  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLG  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia’s  lawyer  for  this  purpose 

Organize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization's  newsletter. 

Get  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet 
pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal 
Lynching  (available  in  English,  German  and 
French— $.50  each,  $10  for  30)  is  a detailed 
refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by 
Mumia  by  right-wing  journalist  Michael 
Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose 
lying  tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute 
Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself.  The 
PDC's  other  Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — Mumia  Is  Innocent! 

($1),  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state 
vendetta  against  Mumia  and  provides 
additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence 
that  shatters  the  decades-long  frame-up  of 
this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the 
struggle  for  Mumia's  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  "Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!” — $1  each. 

PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row.  This  Is  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal-~$W  DVD,  $15  VHS. 

Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man:  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal!— $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable  to  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 
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Mumia ist unscfiuidig! 

Freiheit  jetzt! 


Mumia  Is  Innocent! 
Free  Him  Now! 


POC  Fact  Sheet 


big  lies 

IN  THE  SEBVICE 
or  tEGAL  LYHCHIM6 


Cm*  inn  M Eanti  taw 
"********' 


Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail:  partisandefensegiearlhlink.net  • Web  site:  www.partisandefense.org 
PO,  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York,  NY  10013  • (212)  406-4252 
RO,  Box  802867,  Chicago,  IL  60680  • (312)  563-0442 
RO.  Box  74575,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004  . (213)  380-8897 
RO  Box  77462,  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 


read  the  argument  that  got  him  off  of 
death  row.  and  then  read  that  same  argu- 
ment made  by  the  same  prosecutor,  in 
front  of  the  same  judge,  in  the  .same 
courthouse,  it  not  the  same  room,  and 


asked  questions.  Well  someone  got  up 
and  said.  "Well,  what  do  you  think  about 
Mumia?"  And  the  guy  .says.  "Ah.  don't 
worry  about  that,  he’s  got  a now  trial." 
And  as  fate  would  have  it  about  five  min- 


James'Priiladeiphia Inquirer 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  in  1969,  age  15,  as  Minister  of  Information  for  Philadelphia 
Black  Panther  Party. 


then  see  how  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme 
Court  created  a new  rule  in  Abu-Jamal, 
and  then  reinstated  the  old  rule  several 
years  later.  So  it's  the  "Mu  rule"  once 
again.  When  a court  has  to  make  up  new 
rules  and  make  up  new  laws  to  uphold 


utes  before  he  said  that,  someone  re- 
ceived a text  message.  It  was  around  1 1 
o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  27ih.  and 
they  received  a text  message  telling  them 
what  the  Third  Circuit  had  done.  And  this 
is  a guy  who  is  a recognized  expert,  not 
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Interview... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

u Boani  of  Education  changed  everything. 
Well  it  changed  some  things  for  some 
people.  If  you're  well  to  do  and  your  par- 
ent is  a lawyer  or  a doctor  or  a professor 
or  something  like  that,  then  you're  OK. 
You  still  have  problems  but  you’re  OK. 
You  have  the  resources  to  take  care  of 
your  family  and  do  what  you  have  to  do 
to  live  a very  good  life,  one  that  your  par- 
ents or  grandparents  couldn't  even  think 
of.  But  if  you’re  black  and  poor  in  this 
society,  things  have  not  really  changed 
for  you.  In  fact,  in  many  ways  they've 
gotten  worse.  I mean  we  talk  about  Brown 
V.  Board  of  Education,  decided  in.  what. 
1955.  1953.  which  ended  segregation  in 
law  in  the  United  States.  But  1 went  to 
high  school  in  the  '60s  in  a segregated 
school.  I'd  been  in  a segregated  elemen- 
tary school,  a segregated  junior  high 
school.  The  only  real  integration  1 re- 
ceived in  my  schooling  was  in  summer 
school  or  in  college.  And  the  same 
schools  that  I went  to  as  rfkid  are  not  very 
different  for  people  who  would  be  the  age 
of  my  grandkids  or  teenagers  today.  Seg- 
regation in  law  is  one  thing;  segregation 
in  real  life  is  another.  So  we  have  to 


remember  what  we  know  and  act  on  what 
we  know.  Remember  what  the  elder, 
Frederick  Douglass,  taught  us:  that  power 
concedes  nothing  without  a demand. 

FHJ:  This  has  been  addressed  on  a num- 
ber of  occasions,  by  you  and  so  many 
other  forces.  But  could  you  state  to  us 
what  the  ca.se  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  what 
it  represents’?  And  why  we  have  every 
apparatus  from  rappers  being  reprimanded 
when  they  try  to  speak  about  you  in  their 
videos,  to  certain  media  outlets  being 
reprimanded,  to  even  the  fact  that  the 
Governor  of  California,  Arnold  Schwar- 
Anegger.  on  his  page  five  of  denial  of 
clemency  for  Stanley  Tookie  Williams,  he 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  Stanley  Tookie 
Williams  identified  with  such  forces  as 
Field  Marshal  George  Jackson  and  in- 
cluding Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  What  you 
represent — is  it  a symbol?  What  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  what  it  represents — could 
you  state  that  for  us? 

MAJ:  I think  for  many  people,  espe- 
cially for  those  in  the  establishment.  I 
represent,  in  many  ways,  their  greatest 
nightmare,  because  for  many  people  who 
don’t  know,  who  have  not  lived... 

VOICE:  This  call  is  from  the  State  Cor- 
rectional Institution  at  Greene  and  is 
subject  to  monitoring  and  recording. 


MAJ:  ...in  that  period  and  they  don't 
know  about  the  Black  Panther  Party  and 
the  black  liberation  movement.  They  may 
know  tangentially  about  the  civil  rights 
movement.  They  think  that  everything  is 
hunky-dory  and  nice  now.  Tho.se  people 
who  live  it,  know  it.  they  know  otherwise. 
They  know  that  the  life  of  a black  person 
in  the  ghetto  or  the  life  of  a brown  person 
in  the  barrio  today,  is  unmitigated  hell. 
They’re  still  fighting  for  their  40  acres 
and  two  mules  because  they  ain't  got 
nothing.  And  on  top  of  that  they  have  the 
contempt  of  the  black  bourgeoisie  which 
is  now  married  with  the  contempt  of  the 
political  class.  But  what  they  fear  is 
black... 

VOICE:  You  have  60  seconds  remaining. 
MAJ:  , . . What  they  fear  is  the  black  revo- 
lution reigniting,  you  see.  and  that’s  why 
we  have  the  present  politics  we  have,  the 
politics  of  acquiescence  where  black  peo- 
ple are  apologizing  for  what  their  preach- 
ers tell  them  in  church.  And  that  used  to 
be  one  of  the  few  sites  where  people 
could  speak  about  freedom,  could  speak 
truth  to  power.  Now  it  has  to  be  politically 
watered  down  so  that  outsiders,  people 
who  have  never  been  in  a black  church, 
are  going  to  dictate... 

VOICE:  You  have  30  seconds  remaining. 


MAJ:  ...what  black  people  listen  to.  it’s 
madness,  Ona  MOVE. 

FHJ:  Ona  MOVE.  Free  'em  all.  You 
hear  that  clamor  out  there  in  different 
languages  from  Scandinavia  to  Africa 
and  all  throughout  the  world.  That  loud 
noise  is  to  let  them  know  that  people  out 
there  are  saying.  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Free  'em  all!" 

MAJ:  Give  my  love  and  tell  'em  Ona 
MOVE! 

FHJ:  Ona  MOVE! 

MAJ:  Thank  you  all! 

FHJ:  Thank  you! 

JR:  You  were  just  listening  to  the  voice 
of  political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
as  he  responded  for  the  first  time  publicly 
to  the  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
decision  to  not  grant  him  a trial.  We  are 
asking  our  listeners  to  get  involved  in  the 
Free  Mumia  campaign  now  because  your 
help  is  needed  in  getting  this  former 
Black  Panther  out  of  the  cross  hairs 
of  the  United  States  government  who 
wants  to  kill  this  freedom  fighter  and 
prolific  journalist  who  many  know  as 
the  voice  of  the  voiceless.  This  is  the 
Minister  of  Information  JR  and  Chair- 
man Fred  Hampton  Jr  on  POCC  Block 
Report  Radio  signing  off.B 


Mobilize  For  United-Front  Protests! 


Chicago 


Sat-r  April  26,  12  noon 

Federal  Plaza 

(Adams  and  Dearborn) 

For  more  intormation:  (312)  563-0442 
or  chicagopdc<a<sbcglobal.net 
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Mumiaha'JM 


Los  Angeles 

Sat,  April  26,  1 p.m. 

Westwood  Federal  Building 

11000  Wilshire  Blvd. 

For  more  information:  (213)380-8897 
or  pclc-l8(S)sbcglobal.nel 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


This  is  a partial  list  of  endorsers  (as  of  22  April  2008)  of 
the  united-front  protests  listed  above,  and  those  already 
held  in  London,  Oakland  and  Toronto  on  April  19,  and 
upcoming  in  Sydney  on  April  23  and  in  Mexico  City  on 
April  24.  For  the  full  listing,  visit  www.partisandefense.org 


Aberdeen  Trades  Union  Council.  Aberdeen.  Scotland 
African  Liberation  Support  Campaign,  London.  England 
Robert  L.  Allen,  Adjunct  Professor,  African  American  Studies, 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley,*  Berkeley,  CA 
Amalgamated  Transit  Union  (ATU)  Local  241,  Chicago.  IL 
Amalgamated  Transit  Union  (ATU)  Local  308,  Chicago,  IL 
Asian  Communities  Council  of  Canada,  East  Toronto,  ON,  Canada 
Australia  Asia  Worker  Links,  Melbourne.  Australia 
Lydia  Barashango,  sister  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
Charles  Barron.  Councilmember,  New  York  City  Council,*  New  York.  NY 
Black  Action  Defense  Committee  Inc..  Toronto,  ON,  Canada 
Dave  Bleakney,  National  Union  Representative,  Canadian  Union  of 
Postal  Workers,'  Ottawa,  ON,  Canada 
Elaine  Brown.  Brunswick,  GA 

Canadian  Union  of  Postal  Workers  — Syndicat  des  Travallleurs  et 
Travailleuses  des  Postes,  Ottawa,  ON,  Canada 
Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees  Local  3902,  Toronto,  ON, 
Canada 

Cardiff  Nexus  Innocence  Project,  Cardiff,  Wales 
CGT  Dockers  Union  Marseille.  Marseille,  France 
CGT  Union  of  Petrochemical  Workers  at  Total  in  Gonfrevitle, 
Harfleur,  France 

Coalition  of  Black  Trade  Unionists  (CBTU)  New  York  City  Chapter. 

New  York,  NY  ^ 

COBAS  PT  CUB  (Postal  Workers  Union),  Milano,  Italy 
Monique  Code,  spokesperson  for  Jamal  Hart,  New  York,  NY 
Colectivo  Rebeldia,  Mexico  City.  Mexico 
Leroy  Collier,  President.  National  Association  of  Letter  Carriers 
(NALC).  Branch  2200.*  Pasadena,  CA 
Committee  for  the  Defense  of  Human  Rights  (SF8),  San  Francisco,  CA 
Communication  Workers  Union  Eastern  Region.  London,  England 
Congress  of  South  African  Trade  Unions — Western  Cape,  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa 

Day-Mer  Turkish  and  Kurdish  Community  Centre.  London.  England 
Jim  Deery,  Chairperson,  Greater  New  Lodge  Community  Forum  — 
North  Belfast.*  North  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland 
Emory  Douglas,  Revolutionary  Artist/Minister  of  Culture.  Black 
Panther  Party,*  San  Francisco.  CA 

Michael  Eric  Dyson,  Professor,  Georgetown  University,*  Washington,  DC. 
iEurekal,  Mexico  City.  Mexico 


Vilma  Fillcl.  President,  Canadian  Hispanic  Congress.*  Toronto. 

ON,  Canada 

Professor  Dr.  Heinrich  Fink,  Chairman.  WN-6dA  (Association  of  the 
Victims  of  the  Nazi  Regime  — Coalition  of  Anti-fascists).*  Berlin, 
Germany 

Freedom  Socialist  Party  Bay  Area  Branch,  San  Francisco.  CA 
Gay  Liberation  Network.  Chicago.  IL 
Goldll.  daughter  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamai,  Philadelphia,  PA 
Aleida  Guevara  March.  Medical  Specialist,  Ministry  of  Public  Health 
(MINSAP).*  Cuba 

Fred  Hampton  Jr..  Chairman.  Prisoners  of  Conscience  Committee. 
Chicago.  IL 

Stuart  Hanlon,  attorney.  San  Francisco.  CA 
Noelle  Hanrahan,  Prison  Radio.  San  Francisco,  CA 
Jack  Heyman,  Executive  Board  member.  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU)  Local  10*;  member.  Labor  Action 
Committee  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  San  Francisco,  CA 
David  Hilliard,  Dr.  Huey  P Newton  Foundation,  Oakland,  CA 
Hospital  Employees'  Union,  Burnaby,  BC,  Canada 
Rosario  Ibarra.  National  Coordinator,  IEurekal.  Mexico  City.  Mexico 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth  Internationalist) 
International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  Local  10. 

San  Francisco,  CA  (Oakland  demonstration  only] 

International  Longshoremen’s  Association  (ILA)  Local  1422, 
Charleston.  SC 

Dr.  John  Kanl,  Executive  Trustee,  Market  Theatre,*  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa 

Yuri  Kochiyama,  member,  Asians  for  the  San  Francisco  Eight,* 
Oakland.  CA 

La  Raza  Centro  Legal/San  Francisco  Day  Labor  Program. 

San  Francisco.  CA 

Rachel  Laforest,  Director  of  Organizing,  Transport  Workers  Union 
(TWU)  Locai  100.*  New  York.  NY 

Darlyne  A.  Lawson,  Recording  Secretary,  Transport  Workers  Union 
(TWU)  Local  100,*  New  York,  NY 
Choi  Soo  Lee.  Special  Consultant,  At  Risk  Asian  American  Youth 
Project  at  San  Francisco  State  University,*  San  Francisco,  CA 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  Canada.  Canada 
Liga  de  Trabajadores  por  e)  Sociallsmo  — Contracorriente, 

Mexico  City,  Mexico 

Frederick  Loft,  member.  Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees*, 
member.  Six  Nations  of  the  Grand  River  Territory,*  Hamilton.. 

ON.  Canada 

Manning  Marable,  Professor.  Columbia  University,*  New  York,  NY 
Maritime  Union  of  Australia  Victorian  Branch,  West  Melbourne. 
Australia 

Cynthia  McKinney,  Atlanta.  GA 

Kim  Moody,  National  Union  of  Journalists.*  London,  England 
Jenny  Munro,  Wiradjuri  Aboriginal  Nation,*  Sydney,  Australia 


National  Lawyers  Guild/L.A.,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
National  Union  of  Mine  Workers,  Johannesburg,  South  Africa 
National  Union  of  Rail,  Maritime  and  Transport  Workers  Finsbury 
Park  Branch.  London.  England 
Navenda  CIvata  Oemokratika  kurd  e.V.,  Berlin,  Germany 
Klllu  Nyasha,  Host  of  ‘Freedom  is  a Constant  Struggle,"  SF  Live.* 
San  Francisco,  CA 

Oakland  Education  Association,  Oakland,  CA 
OPZZ  Konfederaeja  Pracy  (All-Poland  Workers  Trade  Union 
Confederation  of  Labor),  Warsaw,  Poland 
P.A.M.E.  (All-Workers  Fighting  Front),  Athens.  Greece 
Partido  Revoluclonario  de  los  Trabajadores  (PRT), 

Mexico  City,  Mexico 
Partisan  Defense  Committee 

Darryl  “Mike  0."  Payne,  President.  ILA  Local  1526.*  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
Gilles  Perrault,  writer,  France 

Region  4 Area  Women's  Caucus  United  Auto  Workers  (UAW), 
Maywood,  IL 

Kenneth  Riley.  President,  ILA  Local  1422,  Charleston.  SC 
San  Francisco  Bay  View  Natlonai  Black  Newspaper.  San  Francisco,  CA 
Scottish  Trades  Union  Congress.  Glasgow,  Scotland 
Social  Service  Employees  Union  (SSEU)  Locai  371.  New  York,  NY 
South  African  Municipal  Workers  Union  (SAMWU)  Gauteng 
Province.  Johannesburg,  South  Africa 
South  African  Transport  and  Allied  Workers  Union  (SATAWU). 

Johannesburg,  South  Africa 
Spartacist  League/U.S. 

Lynne  Stewart,  Founder.  Lynne  Stewart  Organization,*  New  York.  NY 
Bernhard  Stietz-Leipnitz,  member  of  the  Hamburg  Executive  Board, 
ver.di  (Public  Service  Workers  Union),*  Hamburg.  Germany 
SUD  Rail  Workers  Union  of  Paris  Left  Bank,  Paris,  France 
Clarence  Thomas,  Executive  Board  member,  ILWU  Local  10.* 

San  Francisco,  CA 

Timor  Leste  Trade  Union  Confederation,  East  Timor 
Trade  Union  Assembly  of  the  School  of  Political  and  Social 
Sciences  UNAM/STUNAM,  Mexico  City.  Mexico 
UAW  Local  3212.  Chicago,  IL 
United  Steelworkers  Local  Union  675,  Carson.  CA 
United  Steelworkers  (USW)  Local  1998  Toronto.  ON.  Canada 
Glenroy  Watson,  Chair,  Rail,  Maritime  and  Transport  Union  Finsbury 
Park  Branch,  London,  England 
Cornel  West 

Slandish  E.  WIHis,  Chair,  National  Conference  of  Black  Lawyers 
Chicago  Chapter,*  Chicago,  IL 

* Organizational  affiliation  listed  for  identification  purposes  only. 

We  wanf  fo  make  it  very  clear  that  the  endorsers  ot  the  united-front 
demonstrations  do  not  necessarily  agree  in  any  particular  with  the 
calls  by  the  PDC. 


U.S.  united-front  demonstrations  are  initiated  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  the  Labor  Black  Leagues. 

For  more  information  visit:  www.partisandefense.org 

The  PDC  IS  a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organization  which  champ, ons  cases  and  causes  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  working  people.  This  purpose  e in  accordance  with  the  political  \news  of  the  Spartacst  League. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Obama... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

— ihc  proletariat  is  the  only  class  with 
the  social  power  and  objective  interest  to 
lead  all  the  oppressed  in  sweeping  away 
the  capitalist  order.  Led  by  a Marxist 
vanguard  party,  the  working  class  can 
expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  and  reorgan- 
ize society  on  a socialist  basis.  But  the 
workers*  social  power  is  lettered  by  the 
pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucracy,  which 
ties  the  proletariat  to  the  bourgeois  class 
enemy,  especially  through  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  What  is  necessary  is  a polit- 
ical struggle  to  oust  the  trade-union 
bureaucrats  and  replace  them  with  a 
class-struggle  leadership  as  part  of  the 
fight  to  build  a revolutionary  workers 
party  that  fights  for  workers  power. 

Race  and  Bourgeois  Elections 

Illusions  in  Obama  are  widespread, 
notwithstanding  his  actual  policies,  many 
of  which  are  to  the  right  of  Clinton.  In 
the  face  of  the  history  of  black  oppres- 
sion in  the  U.S.,  the  possibility  of  elect- 
ing the  first  black  president  has  propelled 
many  black  people  to  support  Obama. 
He  has  also  been  especially  popular  with 
liberal-minded  college  youth,  who  view 
Obama  as  a charismatic,  honest  politi- 
cian. above  the  mudslinging  and  corrup- 
tion that  define  American  politics. 

In  fact,  no  less  than  Hillary  Clinton  (or 
John  McCain,  the  presumptive  Republi- 
can nominee).  Obama  is  a mainstream 
bourgeois  politician.  In  their  campaigns, 
both  Clinton  and  Obama  are  pandering  to 
backward  voters,  downplaying  or  outright 
disappearing  such  key  questions  as  abor- 
tion rights  for  women.  It  is  a testament 
to  the  grotesque  nature  of  bourgeois  poli- 
tics that  Clinton — who  with  her  husband 
earned  over  $109  million  over  the  last 
eight  years — is  perceived  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  white  working-class  vote, 
while  Obama,  who  has  tried  to  run  on  an 
"end  of  racism”  message,  is  pulling  nearly 
every  black  vote. 

Despite  his  best  efforts,  in  racist,  capi- 
talist America,  Obama,  the  son  of  a Ken- 
yan man  and  a white  woman  from  Kansas, 
could  not  disappear  race  in  this  race.  This 
became  clear  when  the  media  began  play- 
ing comments  made  by  Jeremiah  Wright. 
Obama's  former  pastor  at  Chicago's 
Trinity  United  Church  of  Christ.  After 
Obama  delivered  his  March  18  “A  More 
Perfect  Union"  speech,  we  underlined  in 
"Break  with  Democratic  Party  of  War  and 
Racism!”  (WV No.  91 1.  28  March):  "What 
Obama  gave  was.  in  fact,  a 'national  unity' 
speech,  putting  himself  forward  as  the 
bourgeoisie's  best  candidate  to  run  bloody 
U.S.  imperialis/n  and  keep  working  peo- 
ple. blacks,  immigrants  and  all  the  op- 
pressed down.  Obama,  linked  to  the  Illi- 
nois Democratic  machine,  seems  well 
qualified  to  be  the  chief  executive  of  U.S. 
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Yn.  OtMm*'*  voting  numbon  p<oi— it  u»  an  ofportiWty 
bocMO  thoy  ihovi  th<t  young  poopi*  aro  now  low  cyniol 
«nd  mon  opon  to  *toBung  poUtKS.*  8ut  jufi  vrfiat  poMa 
b axiool  Th*  highly  poHtkood  Hitlor  Youth  woron't  cyncol. 
Many  ownosTty  hofwd  for  tho  bottor  world  Nas  impon«litm 
eUimodtooffor.  AndHitlor.  aft«r*H.  profoMMig  **oa«K*m.* 
wa*  Mm  to  rally  many  wall  moarung  poopla  laalting  dtang* 
to  tupport  Gorman  induRriar«U'  doadly  tchoma*  for  tor- 
ritorial  ozpantlon. 

Unlou  wa  actrvoly  partidpat*  in  Obama  * campaign  and 
aKpOM  hi*  truo  purpo*#*.  any  Obama  *ucc*m  at  tht  poils 
will  prov*  daadly  to  tho  working  dau  Tho  fatally  dacaptiva 
optimi*m  ha  lallt  masks  imparialist  objoctrvo*  that  aro  tho 
oxact  opposita  of  PIP’S  workir>g.da*s  program  Our  lor>g- 
larm  g^s  aro  waging  a rovolutlon  to  dooiroy  tho  profit 
systom  and  its  ondloss  war*  and  making  a communi«t-lod 
workirtg  das*  tho  rviWrs  of  soootyO 


Fake  Marxists  promote  Democratic 
Party  “lesser  evitism”  through  Barack 
Obama.  Left:  ISO-led  protesters 
unfurl  banner  at  February  2007 
Obama  campaign  rally,  University 
of  Illinois-Chicago. 

Above:  Progressive  Labor  Party  calls 
to  “actively  participate  in  Obama's 
campaign.’’ 


Chicagoist 

imperialism,  including  by  refurbishing  ils 
credentials  in  the  world  arena.” 

Flanked  by  eight  American  flags, 
Obama  in  his  speech  promoted  protec- 
tionist chauvinism,  made  clear  his  sup- 
port for  Israel,  denounced  "radical  Islam" 
and  cheered  on  the  imperialist  “war  on 
terror."  He  denounced  welfare  and  con- 
ciliated racist  opposition  to  affirmative 
action  and  school  integration  through 
busing,  while  promoting  the  "quintessen- 
lially  American — and  yes.  conservative — 
notion  of  self-help” — an  echo  of  Booker 
T-  Washington,  who  over  a century  ago 
preached  accommodation  to  the  racist 
status  quo  by  telling  impoverished  blacks 
to  pull  themselves  up  by  their  bootstraps 
(if  they  owned  any).  It  was  a speech  com- 
pletely in  line  with  his  lie  that  the  civil 
rights  movement  moved  this  country  "90 
percent  of  the  way”  to  ending  racism. 
Obama  talked  about  race  in  order  to  dis- 
appear the  brutal  realities  of  racist  Ameri- 
can capitalism  today,  condemning  Wright 
for  speaking  "as  if  this  country. ..is  still 
irrevocably  bound  to  a tragic  past." 

From  the  racist  atrocity  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  Gulf  Coast  in  the  face  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  to  the  mass  incarcera- 
tion of  nearly  a million  black  men  and 
women,  black  oppression  has  been  and 
remains  the  bedrock  of  American  capital- 
ism, which  is  based  on  the  exploitation 
of  the  entire  multiracial  working  class. 
This  reality  has  left  its  imprint  upon  the 
American  working  class.  The  U.S.  is  the 
only  advanced  capitalist  country  lacking 
a mass  workers  party  representing  even  a 
deformed  expression  of  the  political  inde- 
pendence of  the  proletariat. 

The  history  of  the  U.S.  workers  move- 
ment is  one  of  heroic  and  often  bloody 
economic  struggle  (for  example,  prole- 
tarian holidays  .such  as  May  Day  and 
International  Women’s  Day  have  their  ori- 
gins in  the  American  workers  movement). 
At  the  same  time,  the  capitalist  rulers  have 
long  fomented  ethnic  and  religious  hatred 
to  keep  the  proletariat  divided  and  thus 
politically  backward.  Well  into  the  20lh 
century,  the  rulers  pitted  “native”  Protes- 
tants against  mainly  Catholic  immigrant 
workers.  With  the  mass  migration  of 
blacks  from  the  South  to  the  industrial 
cities  of  the  North,  religious  and  ethnic 
hostilities  in  the  proletariat  came  to  be 
supplanted  by  anti-black  racism,  serving 
to  obscure  the  irreconcilable  class  divide. 
It  is  in  the  vital  interest  of  the  entire  work- 
ing class  to  fight  against  black  oppression. 
As  we  underlined  in  "The  Obama  Cam- 
paign and  the  'End  of  Racism’  Myth”: 
"Ci>nirary  to  the  myth  promoted  by 
Obama  and  other  liberals,  black  oppres- 
sion continues  to  be  the  central  defining 
Icature  of  II  S society.  It  is  materially 
rooted  in  and  central  to  American  capital- 
ism. As  against  both  liberal  integration- 
ists  and  black  nationalists,  our  strug- 
lor  black  liberation  is  based  on  the 
program  of  revolutionary  integralionism. 
While  opposing  every  manifestation  of 
racist  oppression,  fighting  in  particular  to 
mobilize  the  social  power  of  the  multira- 
cial labor  movement,  we  underline  that 
full  equality  for  the  black  masses  requires 
that  the  working  class  rip  the  economy  out 


ol  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  rulers  and 
reorganize  it  on  a socialist  basis.  Only 
llicn  will  it  be  possible  to  eliminate  the 
material  roots  of  black  oppression  through 
the  integration  of  black  people  into  an 
egalitarian  socialist  society  based  on  a col- 
lectivized economy  with  Jobs  and  quality 
housing,  health  care  and  education  for  all.” 
The  way  forward  in  the  struggle  against 
the  racist  capitalist  system  requires  break- 
ing the  political  chains  that  bind  work- 
ers, blacks,  and  the  oppressed  to  the  class 
enemy,  particularly  through  support  to  the 
Democratic  Party.  It  means  waging  politi- 
cal struggle  against  the  labor  tops,  many  of 
whom  are  leading  lights  m the  Democratic 
Party,  as  well  as  against  the  reformists  who 
have  again  and  again  pushed  the  "fight  the 
right"  politics  of  "lesser  evilism.” 

Such  a political  struggle  for  the  politi- 
cal independence  of  the  working  class 
and  the  fight  for  black  liberation  must 
have  as  its  starting  point  revolutionary 
inlernaiionalism.  It  was  the  Bolshevik 
leaders  of  the  1917  October  Revolution 
and  early  Communist  International  who 
imparted  to  the  young  American  Commu- 
nist Party  the  necessity  of  addressing  the 
fight  against  racial  oppression  in  the  U.S. 
Underlining  the  link  between  the  strug- 
gle for  black  freedom  and  opposition  to 
U.S.  imperialism.  Spartacist  League  Cen- 
tral Committee  member  Don  Alexander 
noted  in  a presentation  at  a recent  gather- 
ing of  the  SL/U.S.  CC  (“For  a Workers 
America!"  IWNo.  908.  15  February): 
"Our  struggle  for  black  freedom  is  not 
confined  to  the  national  terrain....  We 
have  something  special  to  say  to  the 
majority  of  the  oppressed  black  masses, 
who  in  larger  numbers  historically 
oppo.se  U.S.  imperialist  adventures  against 
dark-skinned  peoples:  the  violent  and 
bloody  and  corrupt  and  hypocritical  rul- 
ing class  that  slaughters  Iraqis  and 
Afghanis  is  the  same  ruling  class  who.se 
cops  gun  down  black  youth  and  Latinos 
on  a daily  basis.... 

“We  are  determined  to  make  clear — not 
least  because  in  America  black  oppres- 
sion is  (he  envelope  for  class  exploita- 
tion— (hat  it  is  in  (he  interest  of  white. 
Latino  and  other  workers  to  fight  for 
black  liberation.” 

Mobilize  Labor's  Power  to 
Free  Mumia  Now! 

The  upcoming  Pennsylvania  primaries, 
set  for  April  22.  intersect  the  March  27 


decision  by  the  federal  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  that  upheld  the  frame-up  con- 
viction of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  for  the  1981 
killing  <»1  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner. 
Mountains  of  evidence  of  his  innocence 
exist,  including  the  confession  of  Arnold 
Beverly  that  he.  not  Mumia.  killed  Faulk- 
ner. But  the  courts  have  either  rejected  or 
refused  to  hear  that  evidence,  A former 
Black  Panther  Party  spokesman,  a sup- 
porter of  the  persecuted  MOVE  organiza- 
tion, an  eloquent  journalist  and  fighter 
against  oppression  known  as  the  "voice  of 
the  voiceless."  Mumia  represents  for  the 
ruling  class  the  spectre  of  black  revolt. 

Against  the  recent  court  decision,  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee — a class- 
struggle.  non-sectarian  legal  and  social 
defense  organization  associated  with  the 
Spartacist  League — and  the  PDC’s  fra- 
ternal defense  organizations  have  initi- 
ated and  called  united-front  demonstra- 
tions in  cities  across  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  under  the  slogans:  “Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"  (See 
ad  on  page  8.) 

The  ca.se  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  lays  bare 
the  inherent  injustices  of  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. It  underlines  two  of  the  most  funda- 
mental questions  for  the  American  prole- 
tariat: the  nature  of  the  capitalist  state 
and  its  courts  as  instruments  of  repres- 
sion against  working  people  and  the 
oppressed,  and  the  fight  for  black  libera- 
tion. Whul  i.s  necessary  is  a class-struggle 
light  to  free  Mumia — one  based  on  the 
understanding  that  capitalist  society  is  fun- 
damentally divided  between  two  hostile 
classes,  the  capitalist  exploiters  and  the 
working  class.  It  is  the  working  class — 
which  can  cut  the  flow  of  capitalist  profit 
by  withholding  its  labor — that  has  the 
social  power  to  make  the  courts  yield  and 
to  win  Mumia's  freedom.  This  is  the  politi- 
cal program  that  the  SL  and  PDC  have 
consistently  advocated  in  our  struggle  for 
Mumia's  freedom,  not  least  against  the  ref- 
ormists and  liberals  who  have  promoted 
illusions  in  the  capitalist  state  and  its  “jus- 
tice" system,  as  exemplified  by  their  long- 
time subordination  of  the  cal!  to  free 
Mumia  to  the  demand  for  a "new  trial  ' 

Crassly  expressing  the  logic  behind  the 
illusions  promoted  by  groups  such  as 
Workers  World  Party  (WWP)  is  a state- 
ment titled  "No  Justice,  No  Peace"  by  a 
representative  of  the  New  York  Coali- 
tion to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  which 
slated:  "Both  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  and 
Barack  Obama  endorse  capital  punish- 
ment. even  though  they  know  the  system 
is  imperfect  and  it  doesn't  deter  violent 
crime.  Let's  see  where  they  stand  on 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  who  has  not  had  a vio- 
lent past;  in  fact,  it's  quite  the  opposite,  as 
you  already  know.  It's  not  too  late  to  force 
them  to  do  right  by  Mumia  and  all  the 
other  political  prisoners  rotting  in  prison." 

Who  are  they  kidding?!  Clinton’s  big- 
gest backer  in  the  stale  is  Pennsylvania 
governor  Ed  Rendell.  the  district  attorney 
who  oversaw  the  frame-up  conviction  of 
Mumia.  In  turn,  Obama’s  praises  have 
been  sung  by  Philadelphia  right-wing 
radio  broadcaster  Michael  Smerconish. 
who  described  Obama’s  March  18  speech 
as  "stunning”  and.  though  a Republican, 
recently  declared.  "If  I could.  I would 
vote  for  Obama."  Smerconish  recently  co- 
authored Murtiered  by  Mumia  with  Mau- 
reen Faulkner,  a lying  tract  aimed  at 
continued  on  page  10 
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Obama... 

i continued  from  page  9) 

greasing  the  skids  for  the  legal  lynching 
of  Mumia. 

Perhaps  it  was  more  than  irony  that 
Obama  gave  his  "Perfect  Union"  speech  in 
Philadelphia,  the  city  where  Mumia  was 
framed  up.  Not  far  from  where  Obama 
spoke,  a brutal  massacre  took  place;  the 
1985  bombing  of  the  MOVE  commune, 
which  slaughtered  eleven  black  men. 
women  and  children  and  destroyed  an 
entire  black  neighborhood.  TTiis  was  car- 
ried out  by  black  Democratic  mayor  Wil- 
son Goode  in  collusion  with  the  Feds.  In 
seeking  the  presidency.  Obama  is  follow- 
ing the  tradition  of  black  Democrats  who 
have  been  employed  as  mayors  and  police 
chiefs  of  major  urban  areas — from  L.A.  to 
Chicago.  Detroit.  Philadelphia  and  else- 
where. Theirjob  has  been  to  keep  working 
and  black  people  down.  Their  value  to  the 
racist  rulers  is  embodied  in  the  statement 
by  black  former  New  York  City  mayor 
David  Dinkins:  "They'll  take  it  from  me." 
Obama  simply  seeks  to  become  the  over- 
seer for  the  whole  bloody  plantation. 

The  very  existence  of  the  death  pen- 
alty in  the  U.S. — a legacy  of  black  chattel 
slavery — underlines  the  centrality  of  black 
oppression  to  American  capitalism.  No 
other  advanced  capitalist  country  but 
Japan  continues  to  use  this  barbaric  prac- 
tice. As  Marxists,  we  oppose  (he  death 
penalty  on  principle,  for  the  guilty  as 
well  as  the  innocent-  We  do  not  accord 
the  stale  the  right  to  decide  who  lives 
and  who  dies.  Abolish  (he  death  penalty! 
No  to  legal  lynching! 

For  his  part,  upon  taking  office  in  the 
Illinois  slate  legislature  in  1998,  Obama 
voted  to  expand  the  list  of  crimes  eligible 
for  the  death  penalty.  While  he  supported 
the  moratorium  on  capital  punishment  by 
Republican  governor  George  Ryan  (who 
went  on  to  commute  the  sentence  of  every 
death  row  inmate  before  leaving  office  in 
2003).  Obama's  purpose  was  to  refurbish 
the  Illinois  killing  machine  to  "make  sure 
you've  got  the  right  person  before  you 
consider  the  death  penalty." 

On  April  16,  the  racist  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  voted  7-2  to  uphold  capital  punish- 
ment by  lethal  injection,  which  had  been 
challenged  by  death  row  inmates  who 
pointed  to  cases  showing  that  the  con- 
demned victim  suffers  excruciating  pain 
during  their  killing  while  being  paralyzed 
and  unable  to  cry  out.  In  the  majority  opin- 
ion. Chief  Justice  John  Roberts  wrote  that 
"simply  because  an  execution  method  may 
result  in  pain"  does  not  mean  that  it  is 
"cruel  and  unusual."  The  spectacle  of  the 
Supreme  Court  "Justices”  debating  how 
best  to  kill  a human  being  is  testament  to 
the  utter  barbarism  of  American  capital- 
ism. It  recalls  the  "debates"  in  bourgeois 
circles  over  what  torture  techniques  to  use 
against  detainees.  Virginia  has  already 
announced  that  it  will  lift  its  unofficial 
moratorium  on  executions;  the  machinery 
of  death  is  about  to  start  up  again. 

“Socialists”  in  the  Service  of 
the  Bourgeoisie 

Much  of  what  passes  for  the  left  in  this 
country  has  either  explicitly  or  implicitly 
endorsed  a Democratic  Party  victory  over 
the  Republicans  in  the  upcoming  election, 
invariably  through  accolades  for  Barack 
Obama.  Having  built  an  “antiwar  move- 
ment” premised  on  appealing  to  bourgeois 
(Democratic)  politicians  to  "end  the  war" 
in  Iraq,  the  liberals  and  their  reformist 
supporters  have  now  buried  that  "move- 
ment" in  the  morass  of  American  electoral 
politics.  As  reformists,  their  starting  point 
is  not  the  fight  for  socialist  revolution, 
but  rather  the  lie  that  capitalism  can  be 
reformed  to  serve  the  interests  of  working 
people  and  the  oppressed. 

Workers  World  Parly  leader  Larry 
Holmes  delivered  a presentation  on  "Glob- 
alization. Economic  Crisis  & Obama" 
(published  in  a Workers  posting.  21 
February)  that  spoke  of  the  Obama  cam- 
paign po.sing  "a  problem  for  serious  left- 
ists or  revolutionaries.  But  1 think  in- 
evitably it  will  be  more  helpful  than 
harmful.  Right  now.  things  have  been  so 


difficult,  almost  anything  that  shakes 
things  up  is  beneficial,  because  at  least 
Obama  has  a lot  of  people  thinking  and 
talking  and  debating,  particularly  all 
these  white  people." 

To  be  sure.  WWP  has  not  openly 
endorsed  the  Democrat  Obama;  rather, 
they  are  enthusing  over  capitalist  Green 
Party  candidate  Cynthia  McKinney  (whom 
they  endorsed  when  she  was  a Democratic 
Party  Congressional  candidate  in  2004). 
They  have,  however,  gone  to  great  lengths 
to  leave  the  door  open.  A Workers  World 
(9  January)  editorial  states: 

"With  an  Obama  candidacy,  working- 
class  and  revolutionary  orgunizaiions 
will  have  to  stay  sensitive  to  the  impact 
of  racism  on  the  electoral  campaign, 
even  as  the  left  differentiates  itself  from 
Obama  as  well  as  the  Republican.  The 


named  Revolutionary  Communist  Parly 
(RCP).  which  created  the  "World  Can’t 
Wait!  Drive  Out  the  Bush  Regime!"  proj- 
ect— not  coincidentally,  the  same  project 
of  the  Democrats  this  year.  During  the 
2004  elections,  they  advised:  "vole  for 
Kerry  if  you  fee!  you  really  have  to"  (Revo- 
lutionary Worker.  29  August  2004).  One 
can  guess  where  the  RCP  will  end  up  this 
year  with  the  far  more  popular  Obama. 

Meanwhile,  the  Progressive  Labor  Party 
(PL)  has  openly  declared,  with  the  bizarre 
"logic"  that  only  PL  can  conjure:  "Unless 
we  actively  participate  in  Obama’s  cam- 
paign and  expose  his  true  purposes,  any 
Obama  success  at  the  polls  will  prove 
deadly  to  (he  working  class."  Not  content 
with  this  reformist/Stalinist  liquidation  into 
the  campaign  for  a representative  of  the 
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left  will  also  have  lo  adjust  its  approach 
should  there  be  an  active  intervention  of 
the  population  in  the  electoral  process, 
especially  if  an  economic  or  war  crisis 
arises  during  the  election." 

Stay  tuned.  Workers  World  supported 
Jesse  Jackson  in  1988  and  other  black 
Democrats  since. 

Then  there  is  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  an  anli-Communist 
grouping  that  supported  the  counterrevo- 
lutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  degen- 
erated workers  state,  a world-historic  de- 
feat for  the  international  proletariat.  In 
California,  the  ISO  ran  its  honcho.  Todd 
Chretien,  as  a U.S.  Senate  candidate  for 
the  capitalist  Green  Party  in  2006.  Now. 
the  ISO  has  geared  its  ranks  lo  set  their 
sights  on  the  bourgeois  electoral  prize, 
ditching  their  former  support  to  Ralph 
Nader — Green  candidate  and  “independ- 
ent” in  2000  and  2004  respectively — as  a 
"poor  use  of  scarce  resources  for  those 
who  want  lo  build  a stronger  left.”  While 
criticizing  Obama’s  policies,  the  ISO’s 
International  Socialist  Review  (March- 
April  2008)  elaborates: 

"If  a Democrat  wins  the  White  House 
and  the  Democrats  hold  the  Congress, 
will  this  mark  a rebirth  of  liberalism?  The 
answer  is  both  yes  and  no.  In  the  sense 
that  both  Clinton  and  Obama  stand  to  the 
'left'  of  McCain  on  most  issues,  and  a 
Democratic  victory  would  break  years  of 
right-wing  Republican  dominance.  liber- 
alism would  receive  a boost.  What  is 
more,  millions  of  Americans  would  vole 
for  Democratic  candidates  hoping  that 
they  would  act  on  the  issues  that  concern 
the  majorily;  ending  the  war  in  Iraq,  fix- 
ing the  housing  mess,  providing  universal 
health  care.  If  the  mainstream  political 
system  began  to  raise  these  ‘liberal' 
issues,  people’s  expectations  that  some- 
thing could  be  done  about  them  would  be 
raised.  And  just  breaking  the  stifling  con- 
servative orthodoxy  of  the  last  generation 
would  make  liberalism  a more  viable 
ideological  alternative  for  millions  who 
want  to  see  real  social  change." 

To  the  ISO,  the  aim  is  to  resurrect  Dem- 
ocratic Pany  liberalism,  which  is  based  on 
the  maintenance  of  racist  American  capi- 
talism (though  with  the  facade  of  a "human 
face").  Small  wonder  that  on  the  ground 
ISO  members  in  the  Bay  Area  were  circu- 
lating a leaflet;  "Elections  '()8/The  Obama 
Phenomenon  Hope  for  Change.” 

Among  the  groups  that  have  most 
openly  pushed  “Anybody  but  Bush”  Dem- 
ocratic Party  "lesser  evilism”  is  the  mis- 


Oer  Spiegel 

Liberal  Democratic  politicians,  “made 
men"  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Left:  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  signs  1934  crime  bill  vastly 
expanding  repressive  powers  of  federal 
agents,  as  J.  Edgar  Hoover  looks  on. 
Above:  President  John  Kennedy  flanked 
by  Attorney  General  Robert  Kennedy 
and  FBI  director  Hoover. 

class  enemy,  PL  adds  a grotesque  twist, 
comparing  Obama’s  followers  to  the  Hiller 
Youth:  "Many  eame.stly  hoped  for  the  bet- 
ter world  Nazi  imperialism  claimed  to 
offer.  And  Hitler,  after  all.  professing 
’socialism,’  was  able  to  rally  many  well- 
meaning  people  .seeking  change”  (Chal- 
lenge. 26  March).  This  is  the  same  group 
that  grotesquely  ran  on  the  back  page  of  its 
paper.  Challenge  (3  January  2007).  a doc- 
tored phoiQ  of  Obama  in  a Klan  suit!  After 
deploying  its  members  into  such  reaction- 
ary outfits  as  church  groups  and  the  impe- 
rialist volunteer  army,  and  (again)  into 
“active  participation"  in  Obama's  campaign 
(and  now  vicariously  into  the  Hitler  Youth), 
one  can  only  wonder  what  PL  will  do  next. 

“Made  Men”  of  the  Bourgeoisie 

While  a shell  of  its  former  self,  the 
Communist  Party  (CP)  in  pushing  Dem- 
ocratic Party  “lesser  evilism."  especially 
support  for  Obama,  does  put  succinctly 
what  the  rest  of  thq  left  pushes  in  some- 
what more  tortured  terms.  CPUSA  Online 
(lO  April)  plainly  states  in  regard  to 
Obama  and  Clinton  that  "neither  candi- 
date is  of  the  left.  But  history  leaches  us 
that  when  mobilized,  labor  and  people's 
forces  can  push  through  and  win  progres- 
sive gains  in  a climate  like  today.  Frank- 
lin Delano  Rooseveh  did  not  run  on  a 
New  Deal  program,  ^ut  was  propelled  to 
create  it  by  the  unity  in  action  of  millions 
of  unemployed  and  their  allies.  A land- 
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slide  vote  gives  leverage  to  organize  with 
the  new  President  and  Congress.” 

Contrary  to  the  dreams  of  the  CP  (and 
the  rest  of  the  reformist  left),  it  is  not  "the 
people"  that  gets  to  decide  who  will  head 
the  U,S.  government,  but  the  bourgeois 
rulers,  who  vet  their  candidates  to  ensure 
that  they  fit  the  criteria.  Any  bourgeois 
candidate — regardless  of  color  or  gender, 
or  of  how  liberal  or  conservative  they 
may  be — must  be  the  "made  men"  of  the 
bourgeoisie,  roughly  analogous  lo  the 
Mafia’s  "made  men."  For  example.  liberal 
icon  Earl  Warren  is  best  known  for  his 
role  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  1 954  Brown  v.  Board  of  Edu- 
cation decision  that  ended  de  jure  school 
segregation  and  for  the  expansion  of  civil 
liberties  under  the  "Warren  Court"  during 
the  tumultuous  I960s.  Originally.  Warren 
was  a little-known  California  district 
attorney  until  winning  his  spurs  through 
his  frame-up  prosecution  of  three  offi- 
cials of  the  Maritime  Firemen’s  Union 
on  the  West  Coast.  The  unionists  were 
charged  with  conspiring  to  hire  a pair  of 
goons  to  beat  up  a chief  engineer  who  had 
been  fighting  the  union’s  organizing 
efforts  (and  who  was  later  found  beaten 
and  knifed  to  death);  Nominated  by  the 
Democratic.  Republican  and  Progressive 
parlies.  Warren  became  California  attor- 
ney general  from  1 939  to  1 942.  in  which 
capacity  he  called  for  the  expulsion  of 
Japanese  Americans  from  the  West  Coast. 

As  for  Roosevelt,  quite  the  blue- 
blooded  patrician,  his  New  Deal  coalition 
in  response  to  the  Great  Depression 
included  everything  from  the  Stalinized 
CP  to  Northern  liberals  to  racist  Southern 
Democratic  Party  Dixiecrats.  Thus,  FDR 
opposed  anti-lynching  legislation.  His 
New  Deal  consisted  of  palliative  reforms 
intended  to  stifle  the  huge  workers  up- 
surge that  created  the  mass,  integrated 
industrial  unions  of  the  CIO  in  the  1930s. 
and  subordinate  the  labor  movement  to 
the  state.  In  1942.  FDR  issued  the  notori- 
ous order  to  imprison  Japanese  Americans 
in  concentration  camps  for  the  duration  of 
World  War  II.  FDR  was  supported  by  the 
CP.  which  helped  line  up  many  of  the 
more  advanced  workers  behind  Roosevelt 
in  World  War  II.  In  contrast.-our  forebears 
in  the  Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party 
denounced  the  Second  World  War  as  an 
interimperialist  war  in  which  revolution- 
aries took  no  side  between  the  compet- 
ing "Allied"  and  "Axis"  powers,  but  stood 
foursquare  in  defense  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  its  Red  Army.  For  this.  18  of  their 
leaders  were  imprisoned.  The  CP’s  sup- 
port to  World  War  II  included  no-strike 
pledges,  smothering  the  struggle  for  black 
rights  and  support  to  the  A-bombing  of 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki. 

It  is  also  the  case  that  Roosevelt  gave 
J.  Edgar  Hoover  free  rein  to  conduct 
domestic  surveillance  on  anything  and 
anybody  considered  "subversive"  after 
Hoover  squelched  a coup  conspiracy 
agains,t  FDR  in  1934.  The  details  of  the 
coup  were  given  away  to  Hoover  by  Major 
General  Smedley  Butler,  ex-commandant 
of  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps.  He  had  alleg- 
edly been  asked  by  the  newly  formed  fas- 
cistic  American  Liberty  League,  a group 
financially  backed  by  a number  of  promi- 
nent capitalists,  to  lead  a march  of  half  a 
million  veterans  on  Washington  in  the 
interest  of  staging  a coup.  The  free  rein 


Marxist  Working-Class  Biweekly  of  the  Spartacist  League 


J $10/22  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  □ New  CJ  Renewal 

(includes  English-language  Spanaasl  and  Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle) 
international  rates:  $26/22  issues— Airmail  $10/22  issues— Seamail 
□ $2/6  introductory  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  (includes  English-language  Spartaerso 
Li  $2/4  issues  of  Esparlaco  (en  espanol)  (includes  Spamsh-ianguage  Spartacist) 

Q I would  like  to  contribute  $ to  the  production  of  Workers  Vanguard. 

Name  


Address 


City 

Phone 


State 


.) 


Apt.  # 

. Zip  . 


E-mail 


Make  checks  payable/mall  to:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co..  Box  1377  GPO.  New  York,  NY  10116 


10 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


given  lo  Hoover  paved  ihe  way  for  the 
Counter-Intelligence  Program  (COINTEL- 
PRO),  begun  during  the  1950s  McCar- 
thyite anti-Communist  witchhunt.  COIN- 
TELPRO  continued  through  the  1960s. 
resulting  in  the  killing  of  38  Black  Pan- 
ther Party  members  and  the  railroading  of 
hundreds  more  to  decades  in  prison  hell- 
holes. including  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 

Or  take  the  Kennedy  clan.  In  1954  Rob- 
ert F,  Kennedy  served  as  counsel  on  Joseph 
McCarthy’s  witchhuniing  Senate  Perma- 
nent Subcommittee  on  Investigations.  Rob- 
ert Kennedy  later  became  counsel  to  the 
Senate  Select  Committee  on  Improper 
Activities  in  the  Labor  or  Management 
Field  under  arch-segregationist  John 
McClellan.  That  committee,  on  which  then 
Senator  John  F.  Kennedy  also  sal.  was  cre- 
ated in  1957  as  an  offshoot  of  the  earlier 
McCarthy  committee  in  order  to  go  after 
the  unions.  The  powerful  Teamsters  union 
was  a particular  target  of  the  Congressional 
witchhunters.  and  Robert  Kennedy  was 
infamous  for  his  role  in  grilling  Teamsters 
head  James  Hoffa,  as  captured  in  the  1992 
movie  Hoffo.  Hoffa  made  no  secret  of  his 
disdain  for  the  labor-hating,  ruling-class 
twit.  After  John  F.  Kennedy  was  elected 
president,  Robert,  as  attorney  general,  set 
up  a special  squad  in  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment devoted  lo  getting  Hoffa,  the  biggest 
government  operation  against  a U.S.  citi- 
zen in  the  history  of  the  country. 

Hoover  remained  firmly  in  charge  of 
the  FBI  under  the  Kennedy  regime.  This 
had  something  to  do  with  how  JFK  ended 
up  on  a PT  boat  in  the  South  Pacific  dur- 
ing World  War  II,  which  he  milked  to  play 
up  his  “war  hero"  credentials.  The  real 
story  is  that  FBI  surveillance  revealed 
that  JFK  had  an  affair  beginning  in  late 
1941  with  a Danish  woman.  Inga  Arvad. 
thought  to  be  a Nazi  spy.  Kennedy's 
politically  influential  father.  Joe,  a well- 
known  anti-Semite,  an  admirer  of  Hitler 
and  until  early  1941  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Britain,  opposed  U.S.  entry  into  the  war. 
As  Seymour  Hersh  wrote  in  The  Dark 
Side  of  Cameloi.  “The  men  at  the  top — 
Franklin  Roosevelt  and  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
— were  interested  in  payback,  in  remind- 
ing Joe  Kennedy  to  slay  in  line  and  to 
remember  that  he  was  dealing  with  ene- 
mies who  would  be  only  too  happy  to  hurt 
him."  JFK  was  duly  shipped  to  the  South 
Pacific  as  “payback."  but  relumed  home  a 
"war  hero"  after  his  PT  boat  was  sunk.  He 
then  began  his  political  career,  winning 
the  presidency  in  1960.  One  of  his  first 
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Palestinians  near 
the  car  of  Fadel 
Shana,  a Reuters 
cameraman  who 
was  killed  by  an 
Israeli  missile  that 
hit  his  vehicle  in 
Gaza,  where  17 
other  Palestinians 
were  also 
slaughtered  on 
April  16.  Obama 
has  assured 
Zionist  rulers  of 
his  "strong 
commitment" 
to  Israel. 

acts  in  office  was  to  launch  the  1961  Bay 
of  Pigs  invasion  of  Cuba,  a spectacularly 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  smash  the  Cuban 
Revolution.  JFK,  to  whom  Obama  is  often 
compared,  epitomized  the  “made  man"  of 
the  bourgeoisie. 

Obama.  the  first  black  candidate  with  a 
real  shot  at  being  selected  U.S.  president, 
may  not  have  the  level  of  “experience" 
that  other  bourgeois  politicians  have,  but 
he  has  made  clear  through  his  speeches 
and  policy  stances  that  he  will  serve  his 
bourgeois  rulers  faithfully.  An  article  by 
Doug  Henwood  in  the  liberal  Left  Busi- 
ness Observer  (March  2008)  notes  that 
“big  capital  would  have  no  problem  with 
an  Obama  presidency."  adding  that  many 
top  hedge  fund  honchos  like  Obama 
“because  they’re  socially  liberal,  up  to  a 
point,  and  probably  eager  for  a little  less 
war.  and  think  he’s  the  man  to  do  their 
work.  They’re  also  confident  he  wouldn’t 
undertake  any  renovations  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  wealth." 

No  less  than  Hillary.  Obama  stands  on 
much  of  the  record  of  the  Bill  Clinton 
administration  of  the  1990s.  They  both 
support  his  destruction  of  welfare  “as  we 
know  it,"  consigning  millions  of  poor 
women,  disproportionately  black,  to  the 
scrap  heap.  They  both  hark  back  to  Clin- 
ton's military  adventures,  especially  the 
bloody  U.S./NATO  aerial  war  against  Ser- 
bia in  1999,  as  exemplifying  the  “human 
rights”  interventions  that  the  U.S.  should 
be  carrying  out. 

Needless  to  say.  neither  Clinton  nor 
Obama  is  calling  for  an  immediate  with- 
drawal of  U.S.  troops  from  Iraq — at  most 
they  want  a "responsible”  withdrawal  of 
“combat  troops"  while  keeping  the  mili- 
tary bases  in  that  country  and  in  the  Near 


East  more  broadly.  Their  opposition  to  the 
Iraq  occupation  is  ba.sed  purely  on  the  cal- 
culation that  it  is  a disaster  for  U.S.  impe- 
rialism— as  opposed  to  the  bloody  Afghan 
occupation,  which  they  both  ardently  sup- 
port. Obama  has  even  threatened  to  bomb 
Pakistan  to  go  after  Al  Qaeda- 

Most  recently,  while  Hillary  Clinton 
has  called  for  an  outright  boycott  of  the 
opening  ceremonies  of  the  Beijing  Olym- 
pics this  summer.  Obama  has  called  for  a 
similar  boycott  if  China  does  not  “respect 
the  dignity,  .security,  and  human  rights  of 
the  Tibetan  people."  The  aim  of  such  calls 
is  to  further  the  weight  of  bourgeois  pub- 
lic opinion  behind  the  counterrevolution- 
ary “Free  Tibet”  movement — a movement 
notably  popular  among  the  reformist  left 
internationally — in  order  to  undermine 
and  ultimately  overturn  the  1949  Chinese 
Revolution  that  overthrew  bourgeois  rule 
in  that  country  (see  “Counterrevolutionary 
Riots  in  Tibet."  WV  No.  91 1.  28  March). 

Particularly  since  the  counterrevolution- 
ary destruction  of  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
the  military-industrial  powerhouse  of  the 
non-capitalist  world.  U.S.  imperialism  has 
become  emboldened  in  its  bloody  adven- 
tures abroad.  The  quagmire  of  the  Iraq 
occupation  has  bogged  down  the  U.S. 
imperialists  for  a time,  but  their  strategic 
interests  require  multi-sided  counterrevolu- 
tionary efforts,  not  least  aimed  against  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state. 

We  Trotskyists  stood  for  the  uncon- 
ditional military  defense  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union  and  the  East  European 
deformed  workers  slates,  while  fighting 
for  workers  political  revolutions  to  oust 
the  Stalinist  bureaucrats  and  replace 
them  with  regimes  based  on  workers 
democracy  and  revolutionary  intemation- 


Unspeakable... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

of  the  Spartacist  League."  Marxist  Bul- 
letin No.  9). 

Logan  willfully  flouted  our  organiza- 
tional practices.  One  need  look  no  further 
than  the  fact  that  the  malicious  manipula- 
tion of  the  personal  lives  of  comrades  in 
our  Australian  section  ended  when  Logan 


left.  Chris  Korwin,  who  took  over  as 
National  Chairman  of  the  section  after 
Logan,  attested  to  this  in  his  greetings  to 
our  1979  international  conference.  Not- 
ing that  the  section  had  recruited  two  gay 
men.  including  a prominent  leader  of  the 
fight  for  gay  rights  in  Australia,  he  re- 
marked that  this  represented  “a  human- 
ization of  the  organization  that  would 
have  been  impossible  under  Logan.” 

We  only  learned  that  Logan  was  gay 


from  his  memoir.  "Never  Exactly  One  of 
the  Lads....”  published  in  One  of  the 
Boys?  in  1988,  nine  years  after  he  was 
expelled.  Here.  Logan  himself  allowed 
that  he  only  began  to  come  to  terms  with 
his  homosexuality  some  years  after  he 
was  expelled.  This  essay,  with  its  saccha- 
rine accounts  of  his  happy  childhood  and 
no  mention  of  his  ever  having  been  a 
member  of  a Leninist  organization,  was 
all  in  the  service  of  promoting  himself 
as  coming  out  of  the  closet  as  a "new”  all- 
round sensitive  man.  Caveat  emptor  (buyer 
beware).  Even  in  this  memoir  it  is  notable 
that  Logan’s  sexual  orientation  continues 
to  run  a distant  third  to  considerations  of 
power,  a word  that  appears  12  times  in 
some  20  pages.  Since  then,  Logan  has 
moved  on  lo  advertise  his  services  as  a 
"celebrant” — a New  Age  equivalent  of  a 
spiritual  faith  healer — with  funeral  serv- 
ices for  dead  babies,  a “secular  grace” 
and  other  ceremonies  derived  from  the 
“Anglican  and  Presbyterian  influences  of 
my  childhood."  Hannibal  Lecter  rein- 
vented as  the  soul  of  human  kindness.  As 
we  wrote  in  “Bill  Logan:  From  Krafft- 
Ebing  lo  Mother  Teresa?  BT:  Renegades 
for  Hire”  (WV  No.  807.  1 August  2003). 
“This  is  one  sick  puppy.” 

That  Logan  is  the  leader  of  the  self- 
proclaimed  "International  Bolshevik 
Tendency"  should  also  tell  you  Just  about 
all  you  need  to  know  about  them. 

Comradely, 

Len  Meyers 

P.S.  Remarkably,  the  BT’s  Web  site  fea- 
tures a letter  to  Logan  from  one  Steve  H. 
with  his  “Thoughts  on  the  Spartacists’ 
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alism.  Today,  opposing  every  act  of  im- 
perialist depredation  by  our  “own”  rulers, 
we  stand  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  remaining  deformed  work- 
ers states:  China.  Cuba,  North  Korea. 
Vietnam. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

In  his  1913  essay.  "The  Three  Sources 
and  Three  Component  Parts  of  Marxism.” 
Lenin  noted  that  "people  always  have 
been  the  foolish  victims  of  deception  and 
self-deception  in  politics,  and  they  always 
will  be  until  Ihey  have  learnt  to  seek  out 
the  interests  of  some  class  or  other  behind 
all  moral,  religious,  political  and  social 
phrases,  declarations  and  promises.”  The 
reformist  left  and  labor  tops,  in  promoting 
bourgeois  “lesser  evilism,"  serve  to  con- 
tinue the  deception  of  the  working  and 
oppressed  masses  that  lies  at  the  heart  of 
bourgeois  democracy. 

What  is  necessary  is  a political  struggle 
lo  break  the  multiracial  proletariat  from 
the  class  enemy.  We  fight  for  the  mobi- 
lization of  the  proletariat  for  its  own 
interests  and  for  the  interests  of  all  the 
oppressed — fighting  against  racist  op- 
pression. for  women’s  rights,  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  immigrant.s — inde- 
pendent of  and  in  opposition  to  the  bour- 
geoisie and  its  parlies.  The  multiracial 
working  class  needs  its  own  party,  a revo- 
lutionary parly,  section  of  a reforged 
Fourth  International,  that  acts  as  the  "trib- 
une of  the  people"  and  leads  the  strug- 
gle to  sweep  away  the  capitalist  order 
through  socialist  revolution  and  lo  estab- 
lish working-class  rule.  This  is  part  of  the 
struggle  to  overthrow  the  capitalist  order 
internationally  through  a series  of  social- 
ist revolutions,  which  can  lay  the  basis  for 
the  creation  of  a communist  society  free 
of  exploitation,  racial  and  every  other 
form  of  oppression  and  war. 

As  Trotsky  wrote  in  the  1940  Mani- 
festo of  the  Fourth  International  on  the 
Imperialist  War  and  the  Proletarian  World 
Revolution: 

‘The  great  historical  problem  will  not  be 
solved  in  any  case  until  a revolutionary 
party  stands  at  the  head  of  the  proletariat. 
The  question  of  tempos  and  lime  intervals 
is  of  enormous  importance;  but  it  alters 
neither  the  general  historical  perspective 
nor  the  direction  of  our  policy.  The  con- 
clusion is  a simple  one:  it  is  neces.sary  to 
carry  on  ihe  work  of  educating  and  organ- 
izing the  proletarian  vanguard  with  ten- 
fold energy.  Precisely  in  this  lies  the  task 
of  the  Fourth  Intemational.'  B 


‘Logan  Dossier’.”  The  BT  opines  that 
Steve  H.’s  “rather  different  lens  tends  to 
confirm  the  most  important  parts  of  our 
analysis”  of  the  supposed  “degeneration” 
of  our  organization.  A rather  different 
lens  indeed!  When  Steve  H.  quit  our 
Australian  section  in  1986,  admitting  to 
“alien  faddist  pursuits.”  he  was  searching 
for  the  solace  of  the  lord  through  spiri- 
tual “rebirthing."  A fitting  new  addition 
to  the  defense  team  for  the  BT’s  own 
sordid  spiritual  leaders 
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Philadelphia,  April  19:  PDC/LBL  Class-Struggle  Contingent  at  Mumia  protest  initiated  by  International  Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 


As  part  of  the  international  campaign 
initiated  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee and  built  by  the  sections  of  the 
International  Communist  League  to  free 
death  row  political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal.  united-front  protests  took  place  on 
April  1 9 in  Oakland,  Toronto  and  London 
under  the  slogans:  “Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is 
Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the 
Racist  Death  Penalty!”  The  same  day,  the 
PDC  and  the  Labor  Black  League  organ- 
ized a 150-man-strong  Class-Struggle  Con- 
tingent at  the  protest  in  Philadelphia  ini- 
tiated by  the  International  Concerned 
Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal, 
which  drew  some  600  people.  In  Paris,  the 
Committee  for  Social  Defense,  the  PDC‘s 
fraternal  defense  organization,  organized 
a 60-man-strong  Class-Struggle  Con- 
tingent at  the  demonstration  called  by 
the  Collectif  unitaire  national  “Ensemble, 
sauvons  Mumia,”  which  drew  some  200 
demonstrators.  In  Mexico  City.  50  people 
came  out  for  a protest  called  by  Amig@s 
de  Mumia.  at  which  our  comrades  of 
the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico,  sec- 
tion of  the  ICL.  participated.  On  April  12 
in  Berlin,  a Class-Struggle  Contingent 
of  some  80  people,  built  by  the  Com- 
mittee for  Social  Defense  in  Germany, 
marched  in  a demonstration  of  about  300. 

The  protests  were  called  in  response  to 
the  March  27  U.S.  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  decision  upholding  Mumia's 
frame-up  conviction.  The  court  ruled  that 
either  a new  sentencing  hearing  take  place, 
in  which  the  death  sentence  could  be 
reinstated,  or  that  Mumia  automatically 
be  entombed  in  prison  for  life.  A former 
Black  Panther,  a supporter  of  the  MOVE 
organization  and  an  eloquent  journalist 
renowned  as  the  “voice  of  the  voiceless." 
Mumia  was  framed  up  and  sentenced  to 
death  for  the  198 1 killing  of  a Philadelphia 
police  officer.  Mountains  of  evidence  of 
his  innocence  exist — including  (he  confes- 
sion of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not  Mumia. 
killed  the  cop — but  the  courts  have  re- 
jected or  refused  to  hear  that  evidence. 

The  protests  in  Oakland.  Toronto  and 
London  were  built  on  the  basis  of  united- 
front  action.  As  the  PDC  emcee  under- 
lined at  the  Oakland  protest: 

'This  rally  was  iniiialed  by  the  Parli- 
san  Defense  Commiliee — a class-struggle 
legal  and  social  defense  orgum/alion 


whose  views  are  in  accordance  with  those 
of  (he  Spartacist  League — and  the  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defen.se.  But  it 
belongs  to  all  of  you  who  are  committed  to 
the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom,  who  fight 
for  the  abolition  of  the  racist  death  penalty, 
the  lynch  rope  made  legal,  who  know  that 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  an  innocent  man.  We 
welcome  all  who  agree  with  the  common 
slogans  of  this  rally  to  expres.s  their  soli- 
darity with  the  struggle  for  Mumia's  free- 
dom in  all  its  diversity  and  in  all  the  dif- 
ferent political  voices  and  viewpoints 
that  are  represented  here.  That's  what 
a united-front  protest  means — unity  in 
action  and  freedom  of  criticism.  That  criti- 
cism and  debate  doesn’t  divide  but  cru- 
cially strengthens  the  way  forward  in  the 
fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom.” 


Over  300  individuals  and  organiza- 
tions. including  trade  unions  representing 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers,  have 
endorsed  the  united-front  protests,  which 
were  initiated  by  the  PDC  and  LBLs  in  the 
U.S.  and  by  the  PDC's  fraternal  defense 
organizations  internationally  (see  page  8 
for  a partial  list  of  endorsers).  These  protests 
brought  out  trade  unionists,  anti-racist  activ- 
ists. leftists  and  others.  There  were  trade- 
union  banners  at  the  Oakland  protest 
from  ILWU  longshore  union  Local  10 
and  AFSCME  Local  444.  both  of  which 
endorsed  the  demonstration.  Former  Black 
Panther  Emory  Douglas  came  as  well  as  a 
number  of  pieople  from  the  Prisoners  of 
Conscience  Committee  and  the  Malcolm  X 


Grassroots  organization.  Throughout  the 
demonstrations,  we  made  clear  the  link 
between  the  struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom 
and  the  suiiggle  to  abolish  the  death  penalty. 
We  oppose  the  death  penalty  on  principle 
everywhere,  including  in  the  deformed 
workers  states — such  as  China — which  we 
unconditionally  militarily  defend  against 
imperialist  attack  and  counterrevolution. 

Among  those  addressing  the  demon- 
strators at  the  Oakland  protest,  which 
drew  some  200  people,  were  Richard 
Brown,  Hank  Jones.  Francisco  Torres  and 
Ray  Boudreaux  of  the  “San  Francisco  8,” 
former  Black  Panthers  who  are  now  being 
dragged  through  the  courts  on  frame-up 
charges  of  killing  a cop.  which  had  been 
dismissed  30  years  ago.  In  his  remarks. 
Boudreaux  stated.  “Mumia  has  no  win- 
dows but  he  sees  what’s  going  on  in  the 
world.  Many  of  us  are  asleep.  So  wake 
up  and  stay  woke!  Free  Mumia!"  Curly 
Estremera.  a former  member  of  the  Black 
Liberation  Army,  stated,  “I  am  a soldier, 
an  old  soldier.  Usually  soldiers  get  but 
one  minute  to  speak  on  the  program.  1 
thank  the  PDC  for  recognizing  that  some 
of  us  soldiers  have  been  here  for  a long 
time  and  we’re  gonna  be  here  for  a long 
time  until  we  get  our  brethren  free.” 

A letter  to  Mumia  from  class-war  pris- 
oner Leonard  Peltier,  a member  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement,  was  read  to 


Spartacist  banner  at  April  19  Philadelphia  demonstration  for  Mumia. 


^ Break  with  the  Democrats. 

Build  a Workers  ParW  to 
Fight  tor  Socialist  Revotuti 


the  protest.  It  stated:  "Given  the  choice  of 
lying  down  to  die  or  standing  up  to  live, 
we  chose  to  live.  Standing  up  and  living 
is  our  only  crime.”  Referring  to  the  cou- 
rageous Irish  Republican  fighter  who 
died  in  1981  while  on  a hunger  strike  in  a 
British  prison.  Peltier  staled:  “As  hunger 
striker  Bobby  Sands  once  said,  you  can 
lock  up  the  dreamer  but  you  cannot  place 
chains  around  an  idea.” 

In  Toronto,  some  120  people  came  out 
to  the  united-front  protest,  which  included 
a number  of  trade-union  banners  and 
several  union  speakers.  Addressing  the 
protesters.  Kevin  Shimmin.  National  Rep- 
resentative of  the  United  Food  and  Com- 
mercial Workers  union,  underscored: 

“The  fight  to  free  Mumia  from  the  racist, 
capitalist  clutches  of  America  is  our  fight. 
It  is  the  struggle  of  every  worker  fighting 
for  dignity:  of  every  immigrant  fight- 
ing for  respect;  of  every  young  person 
fighting  against  police  brutality;  of  every 
activist  defending  their  community;  of 
every  union  fighting  for  a better  society. 
We  know  there  is  no  Justice  in  the  Ameri- 
can courts  that  have  framed  Mumia.  and 
we  know  there  is  no  justice  in  the  Cana- 
dian courts  that  locked  away  innocent 
Muslim  brothers  without  charges,  and  we 
know  that  the  racist  death  penalty  must  be 
abolished,  and  those  who  yearn  for  a re- 
instatement of  the  death  penalty  in  this 
country  must  be  defeated.  Mumia’s  cou- 
rage. determination,  compassion  and  per- 
severance are  an  inspiration  to  us  all." 

A .statement  by  Dave  Bleakney.  National 
Union  Representative  of  the  Canadian 
Union  of  Postal  Workers,  was  read  to  the 
protest.  It  concluded;  “On  behalf  of  the 
55,()0()  members  of  the  Canadian  Union 
of  Postal  Workers,  we  stand  today  with 
Mumia  and  all  those  that  challenge  capi- 
talism head  on.” 

The  London  united-front  protest  drew 
over  100  demonstrators  and  had  a num- 
ber of  trade-union  speakers,  including 
Stephen  Hedley  and  Dean  O’ Hanlon 
of  the  National  Union  of  Rail,  Maritime 
and  Transport  Workers,  and  Paul  Moffat. 
Eastern  Region  Secretary  of  the  Commu- 
nication Workers  Union.  Also  speaking 
were  a number  of  black  nationalists, 
including  Brother  Minkah  from  the 
Marcus  Garvey  Organising  Committee. 
Brother  Omowale  on  behalf  of  Galaxy 
Radio,  which  had  publicized  the  PDC- 
initiated  protest.  Sista  Mawasi  for  the 
continued  on  pa,^e  4 
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Protests  Demand 


Free  Mumia  Now! 


April  24  united-front  protest  to  free  Mumia  in  Mexico  City,  initiated  by  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mexico. 


On  March  27.  the  federal  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  upheld  the  conviction 
of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  a former  Black 
Panther.  MOVE  .supporter  and  award- 
winning journalist  known  as  the  "voice  of 
the  voiceless.”  who  was  framed  up  for  the 
1981  killing  of  Philadelphia  policeman 
Daniel  Faulkner  and  sent  to  death  row 
solely  for  his  political  beliefs.  Upholding 
an  earlier  2001  federal  court  ruling,  the 
appeals  court  decision  means  that  either  a 
new  sentencing  hearing  will  take  place,  in 
which  the  death  sentence  could  be  rein- 
stated. or  Mumia  will  be  condemned  to 
life  imprisonment.  This  is  an  outrage! 
There  is  a mountain  of  evidence,  which 
the  courts  have  either  rejected  or  refused 
to  hear,  that  demonstrates  that  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  is  an  innocent  man  who  should 
never  have  spent  one  day  in  prison! 

In  anticipation  of  the  court  decision, 
last  summer  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee— a class-struggle,  non-sectarian 
legal  and  social  defense  organization 
associated  with  the  Spartacist  League — 
and  the  Labor  Black  Leagues  called  for 
emergency  protests  immediately  after  the 
ruling.  These  protests,  which  took  place 
on  March  28  and  29.  were  followed  by 
united-front  demonstrations  called  by  the 
PDC,  which  has  championed  Mumia’s 
defense  for  over  20  years,  and  heavily 
built  by  the  Spartacist  League  and  other 
sections  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  On  April  19.  some  200  demon- 
strators mobilized  for  the  united-front 
protest  in  Oakland,  while  over  100  came 
out  in  London  and  in  Toronto.  United- 
front  protests  were  also  held  in  Sydney. 
Australia,  on  April  23.  on  the  campus 
of  the  National  Autonomous  University 
(UNAM)  in  Mexico  City  on  April  24,  and 
in  Chicago  and  Los  Angeles  on  April  26. 


In  addition  to  the  united-front  pro- 
tests. the  PDC  and  the  New  York  Labor 
Black  League  for  Social  Defense  mobilized 
a Class-Struggle  Contingent  of  some  150 
people  for  the  April  19  demonstration  in 
Philadelphia  called  by  the  International 
Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  (ICFFMAJ).  which  drew  some 
600  protesters.  The  same  day,  the  Commit- 
tee for  Social  Defense  (CDDS),  the  PDC’s 
fraternal  defense  organization  in  France, 
also  built  a contingent  of  over  60  people  at 
a Paris  protest  that  drew  over  200  demon- 


strators, while  our  comrades  of  the  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mexico,  section  of  the 
ICL,  participated  in  a protest  of  some  50 
people  in  Mexico  City.  On  April  12,  the 
Committee  for  Social  Defense  (KfsV)  in 
Germany  had  mobilized  a Class-Struggle 
Contingent  of  80  people  in  a demonstra- 
tion called  by  the  Berlin  "Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal"  Coalition  that  drew  about  300. 
These  contingents  marched  under  the  slo- 
gans: "Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free 
Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death 
Penalty!  There  Is  No  Justice  in  the  Capital- 


ist Courts!  Mobilize  Labor’s  Power — For 
Mass  Protest!” 

The  united-front  protests  initialed  by 
the  PDC  were  called  under  the  slogans: 
"Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free 
Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death 
Penalty!”  Over  500  individuals  and  organ- 
izations. including  trade  unions  represent- 
ing hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers,  en- 
dorsed the  protests  (for  a list  of  endorsers, 
go  to:  www.partisandefense.org).  An  early 
endorsement  came  from  the  Congress  of 
South  African  Trade  Unions  (COSATU) 
Western  Cape,  which  issued  a statement  de- 
claring: "COSATU  endorses  the  campaign 
coniinueJ  on  page  7 
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Sydney 


Australasian  Spartacis 


As  part  of 
PDC-initiated 
international 
campaign  to  free 
Mumia,  united- 
front  protests 
were  held  in 
Sydney,  Australia, 
on  April  23,  and  in 
L.A.  and  Chicago 
on  April  26. 
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Chicago  Gay  Liberation  Network  Activist  Targeted 


Drop  Charges  Against  Andy  Thayer! 


We  prim  heiow  a May  I protest  letter 
from  the  Partisan  Defense  Cotnmitiee  to  the 
Cook  County  State's  Attorney  Richard  A. 
Devine.  The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  non- 
sectarian legal  and  social  defense  organiza- 
tion associated  with  the  Spurtacist  League. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Commiltee  vig- 
orously protests  the  prosecution  of  Andy 
Thayer,  a well-known  Chicago  antiwar 
activist  and  co-founder  of  the  Gay  Lib- 
eration Network,  who  faces  bogus  felony 
charges  of  aggravated  battery  against  a 
police  officer.  We  say:  Drop  all  charges 
against  Andy  Thayer! 

On  January  7.  Mr.  Thayer  was  among 
100  protesting  against  President  George 
W,  Bush  at  the  corner  of  Jackson  and 
Dearborn  Streets,  during  Bush’s  meeting 
with  Mayor  Richard  Daley  and  business- 
men at  the  Union  League  Club.  Mr. 
Thayer  was  one  of  four  protesters  hold- 
ing a large  banner  that  read:  "End  the 
War  and  Occupation!”  and  "Troops  Home 


NOW!"  As  Bush  and  his  motorcade  drove 
away.  Mr.  Thayer  was  surrounded  by 
cops  on  horseback,  and  then  arrested.  The 
cops  also  grabbed  three  other  demonstra- 
tors who  were  holding  the  banner — 
Buddy  Bell.  Kevin  Clark  and  JeffPickert. 
On  January  25.  Mr.  Thayer  was  indicted 
by  the  Cook  County  grand  jury  on 
trumped-up  felony  charges  that  carry  a 
possible  seven-year  sentence. 

Mr.  Thayer  was  targeted  for  arrest  as 
retaliation  for  his  role  as  an  organizer  of 
many  large  antiwar  rallies  and  marches  in 
Chicago.  Mr.  Thayer  helped  spearhead 
the  effort  to  win  the  right  for  antiwar  pro- 
testers to  march  on  Michigan  Avenue, 
which  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  city 
police  brass.  That  the  full  weight  of 
the  city  government  is  behind  the  false 
prosecution  can  be  seen  in  the  fact  that 
Deputy  Chief  of  Police  James  Keating  is 
serving  as  complaining  "witness"  claim- 
ing he  was  “battered”  because  Thayer 


"bumped"  him.  The  witchhunt  directed  at 
Mr.  Thayer  comes  as  the  City  is  restoring 
the  Red  Squad,  and  in  the  context  of  all- 
sided  attacks  on  civil  liberties  in  the  name 
of  the  bipartisan  "war  on  terror." 

On  April  18.  two  of  the  "Bush  4” 
defendants — Bell  and  Clark — were  ac- 
quitted of  all  misdemeanor  charges.  Out- 
rageously. Pickert  was  found  guilty  of 
disorderly  conduct  and  sentenced  to  30 
days’  supervision.  Mr.  Thayer  still  faces 
trial  on  the  bogus  felony  battery  charges. 

We  vehemently  demand  that  all  the 
charges  against  Andy  Thayer  be  dropped 
immediately! 

I*  • 

Donations  for  Andy  Thayer’s  legal 
defense  can  be  sent  to:  Eighth  Day  Cen- 
ter for  Justice.  205  W.  Monroe  Street.  5th 
Floor.  Chicago.  IL  60606.  Make  checks 
payable  to  Eighth  Day  Center  for  Justice, 
earmarked  “Bush  4 Defense."  ■ 
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Andy  Thayer  at  April  26  united-front 
Mumia  protest  in  Chicago. 


For  the  Dictatorship 
of  the  Proletariat! 

Writing  after  the  1917  Russian  Revolution. 

Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  polemicized 
against  German  Social  Democrat  Karl  Kaut- 
sky.  who  denounced  the  Soviet  workers  state 
and  promoted  bourgeois  parliamentarism.  In 
exposing  bourgeois  democracy  as  a facade 
for  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie,  Trot- 
sky quoted  French  revolutionary  socialist 
(and  Karl  Marx's  son-in-law)  Paul  Lafargue. 

"Parliamentarism.”  wrote  Paul  Lafargue 
in  the  Russian  review.  Sozialdemokrat,  in 
1888.  "is  a system  of  government  in  which  the  people  acquires  the  illusion  that  it  is 
controlling  the  forces  of  the  country  itself,  when,  in  reality,  the  actual  power  is  concen- 
trated in  the  hands  of  the  bourgeoisie — and  not  even  of  the  whole  bourgeoisie,  but  only 
of  certain  sections  of  that  class.  In  the  first  period  of  its  supremacy  the  bourgeoisie 
does  not  understand,  or.  more  correctly,  does  not  feel,  the  necessity  for  making  the 
people  believe  in  the  illusion  of  self-government.  Hence  it  was  that  all  the  parliamen- 
tary countries  of  Europe  began  with  a limited  franchise.  Everywhere  the  right  of  influ- 
encing the  policy  of  the  country  by  means  of  the  election  of  deputies  belonged  at  first 
only  to  more  or  less  large  property  holders,  and  was  only  gradually  extended  to  less 
substantial  citizens,  until  finally  in  some  countries  it  became  from  a privilege  the  uni- 
versal right  of  all  and  sundry. 

"In  bourgeois  society,  the  more  considerable  becomes  the  amount  of  social  wealth, 
the  smaller  becomes  the  number  of  individuals  by  whom  it  is  appropriated.  The  same 
takes  place  with  power:  in  proportion  as  the  mass  of  citizens  who  possess  political 
rights  increases,  and  the  number  of  elected  rulers  increases,  the  actual  power  is  concen- 
trated and  becomes  the  monopoly  of  a smaller  and  smaller  group  of  individuals.”  Such 
is  the  secret  of  the  majority. 

For  the  Marxist.  Lafargue.  parliamentarism  remains  as  long  as  the  supremacy  of  the 
bourgeoisie  remains.  "On  the  day."  writes  Lafargue.  “when  the  proletariat  of  Europe 
and  America  seizes  the  slate,  it  will  have  to  organize  a revolutionary  government,  and 
govern  society  as  a dictatorship,  until  the  bourgeoisie  has  disappeared  as  a class." 

Kautsky  in  his  time  knew  this  Marxist  estimate  of  parliamentarism,  and  more  than 
once  repeated  it  himself,  although  with  no  such  Gallic  sharpness  and  lucidity.  The 
theoretical  apostasy  of  Kautsky  lies  just  in  this  point:  having  recognized  the  principle  of 
democracy  as  absolute  and  eternal,  he  has  stepped  back  from  materialist  dialectics  to 
natural  law.  That  which  was  exposed  by  Marxism  as  the  passing  mechanism  of  the 
bourgeoisie,  and  was  subjected  only  to  temporary  utilization  with  the  object  of  prepar- 
ing the  proletarian  revolution,  has  been  newly  sanctified  by  Kautsky  as  the  supreme 
principle  standing  above  classes,  and  unconditionally  subordinating  to  itself  the  meth- 
ods of  the  proletarian  struggle. 

— Leon  Trotsky.  Terrorism  and  Communism  (1920) 
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Free  the  MOVE  9 Prisoners! 


Remember  May  1985 
MOVE  Massacre 


Police  helicopter  dropping  bomb  on  MOVE 
commune  in  Philadelphia  in  1985.  Eleven 
people,  MOVE  members  and  their  children, 
were  killed  and  an  entire  black  neighborhood 
destroyed  in  the  ensuing  inferno. 

UPI,  Barger/WCAU-TV  (inset) 


The  police  firebombing  of  black  Phila- 
delphia on  13  May  1985  was  racist  mass 
murder.  Eleven  people,  five  of  them  chil- 
dren. members  of  the  mostly  black  and 
radical  back-to-nature  MOVE  commune, 
were  slaughtered.  Police  shot  at  MOVE 
members  as  they  tried  to  escape  their 
burning  Osage  Avenue  house,  and  the 
ensuing  inferno  was  deliberately  allowed 
to  rage  for  five  hours,  reducing  a block  of 
61  homes  to  smoldering  rubble  and  leav- 
ing hundreds  homeless.  For  the  “crime" 
of  being  the  sole  adult  survivor,  Ramona 
Africa  was  sentenced  to  seven  years  in 
prison  and  served  every  day.  We  wrote  in 
protest  immediately  afterward  that  this 
racist  atrocity  was  the  bloody  signature  of 
the  Reagan  years,  intended  “to  send  a 
me.ssage  to  black  America  and  ‘radicals’ 
of  every  stripe.  ‘Anti-terrorism’  means 
massive  government  terror  against  any- 
one who  is  out  of  step  in  Reagan's  Amer- 
ica" (WV  No.  379.  17  May  1985). 

The  bombing  of  MOVE,  ordered  by 
black  Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode 
and  orchestrated  by  the  Feds,  was  the  cul- 


mination of  over  a decade  of  harassment, 
beatings,  arrests  and  brutal  assaults  by  a 
police  force  determined  to  ruthlessly  re- 
press any  expression  of  black  dissent  in 
the  racist  hellhole  of  Philadelphia.  Seven 
years  earlier,  on  8 August  1978,  an  army 
of  nearly  600  Philadelphia  cops  sur- 
rounded and  stormed  the  Powelton  Vil- 
lage MOVE  home  to  evict  its  defenseless 
residents.  Cops  blasted  thousands  of  rounds 
at  the  house,  killing  Police  Officer  James 
Ramp  in  the  cross  fire.  At  a press  confer- 
ence later  that  day.  ihen-Philadelphia 
D-A.  Edward  Rendell  (who  is  now  Penn- 
sylvania’s governor)  declared  that  police 
would  have  been  "within  their  rights  to 
have,  sub.sequent  to  the  shooting  of  Offi- 
cer Ramp,  stormed  the  house  and  killed 
all  of  the  12  people  in  the  basement." 
Nine  MOVE  members  were  sentenced  to 
30  to  100  years  in  prison,  framed  up  for 
conspiracy  and  murder  stemming  from 
Ramp's  death.  The  MOVE  9 prisoners 
watched  in  horror  from  their  Pennsylva- 
nia prison  cells  the  1985  incineration  of 
their  families  and  comrades.  In  1998. 
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Drop  Charges  Against  Evergreen  61 
Reinstate  Olympia  SDS! 


A police  riot  broke  out  at  a Dead  Prez 
concert  at  Evergreen  State  College  in 
Olympia.  Washington,  on  February  14. 
Cops  attacked  and  injured  conccrtgoers 
protesting  the  racist  arrest  of  Kaylen  Wil- 
liams. a black  man  and  VIP  guest  at  the 
concert.  Six  conccrtgoers  were  arraigned 
on  criminal  charges  as  a result  of  the 
police  provocation,  and  the  local  sheriff 
has  stated  his  intention  to  press  charges 
against  others  over  damage  to  police  cars 
in  the  confrontation.  Last  week,  six  more 
protesters  were  arrested  at  the  Olympia 
May  Day  rally.  The  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
stands  in  solidarity  with  the  protesters,  and 
demands:  Drop  the  charges  against  the 
Evergreen  6!  Hands  off  the  protesters! 

For  all  Evergreen  Stale  College’s  “pro- 
gressive" credentials,  these  protests  have 
clearly  shown  that  the  administration’s  role 
is  to  keep  the  campus  “safe”  for  the  capi- 
talists. including  by  cracking  down  on  stu- 
dent protest.  The  Evergreen  administration 
worked  together  with  the  cops  to  witch- 
hunt campus  activists.  When  approached 
by  police  seeking  to  prosecute  protest- 
ers. the  administration  recommended  that 
police  investigate  members  of  the  Olym- 
pia branch  of  Students  for  a Democratic 
Society  (SDS)  and  other  students  involved 
in  protests  against  the  shipping  of  military 
cargo  from  the  Port  of  Olympia.  Subse- 
quently. the  administration  suspended  the 
Olympia  SDS.  which  had  been  promi- 
nently defending  the  Evergreen  6.  Rein- 
state SDS  at  Evergreen  State  College! 

This  makes  perfectly  clear  what  the 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  has  been  saying  all 
along — under  capitalism,  the  university 
administrations  uphold  the  interests  of  the 
capitalist  class  on  campus.  This  is  com- 
pletely counter  to  the  perspective  of  SDS 
and  fake  socialists  like  the  International 
Socialist  Organization,  who  look  to  the 
administration  as  an  ally  in  student  strug- 
gles and  promote  illusions  that  the  oppres- 
sion inherent  under  capitalism  can  be 
ended  in  the  “ivory  lowers"  of  university 
and  college  campuses  while  the  capitalists 
still  run  society  as  a whole. 

What  happened  at  elite,  liberal  Ever- 
green Stale  College  is  a snapshot  of  what 
the  cops  and  courts  are  all  about  in  racist, 
capitalist  America.  From  the  occupations 
of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  to  the  ghettos  and 
barrios  across  the  U.S..  terror  and  vio- 
lence are  business  as  usual  for  the  U.S. 
imperialist  rulers,  under  both  Democratic 
and  Republican  admini-stralions.  In  the 
run-up  to  the  presidential  elections,  youth 


Evergreen  State  College: 
Cop  Riots,  Campus  Repression 


pen.sion  of  the  Olympia  branch  of  Stu- 
dents for  a Democratic  Society.  In  what  is 
clearly  an  act  of  political  censorship.  SDS 
was  suspended  for  holding  a panel  discus- 
sion with  the  San  Francisco  X — former 
Black  Panthers  framed  up  for  the  killing 
of  a police  officer  |see  "Protest  Govern- 
ment Roundup  of  Former  Black  Pan- 
thers.” WV  No.  S85.  2 February  2007  ] — 
and  an  antiwar  benefit  concert. 

The  pretext  for  SDS’s  suspension  was 
a "moratorium”  on  student  events  "(hat 
involve  substantial  safely  and  security 
considerations."  Undoubtedly,  this  "mora- 
torium" would  not  apply  if  the  Dalai 
Lama  were  invited  to  promote  counter- 
revolution in  China.  As  SDS  member 
Courtney  Franz  has  pointed  out.  other 
events,  including  a concert  with  over  300 


Overman/Olympian 

Riot  police  at  Evergreen  State  College 
following  February  14  Dead  Prez 
concert  (above).  Evergreen  students 
protest  police  attack  on  concertgoers, 
February  27  (right). 

are  being  mobilized  behind  capitalist 
Democratic  Party  candidates,  including 
by  so-called  socialists  from  the  Revolu- 
tionary Communist  Party  to  (he  Workers 
World  Party  who  push  lesser  evil  politics. 
Barack  Obama  and  Hillary  Clinton  are 
vying  to  be  the  top  cop  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. No  matter  who  wins  the  election,  the 
capitalist  stale — cops,  courts,  prisons  and 
military — will  remain  a machinery  of 
repression  to  maintain  the  capitalists'  dic- 
tatorship over  those  they  oppress  and 
exploit.  Black  oppression,  the  heritage  of 
chattel  slavery,  will  remain  the  bedrock  of 
American  capitalism  and  slate  repression 
will  still  come  wrapped  in  the  envelope  of 
raw  racism.  It  will  take  a workers  revolu- 
tion. like  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  of 
1 9 1 7 led  by  the  vanguard  party  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky,  to  consign  this  barbaric  sys- 
tem to  the  trash  heap  of  history. 

We  reprint  below  April  30  letters  by 
the  Bay  Area  SYC  to  the  Thurston 
County  prosecuting  attorney  protesting 


Merle  Africa  died  in  prison,  having  spent 
nearly  20  years  behind  bars. 

Today  the  racist  capitalist  stale  continues 
its  vendetta  against  MOVE  and  its  most 
eloquent  supporter.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
who  was  framed  up  and  sentenced  to  death 
in  1982.  Last  month,  after  enduring  30 
years  of  persistent  persecution  in  prison. 
Janine  Africa.  Janet  Africa  and  Debbie 
Africa,  three  of  the  eight  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  MOVE  9.  were  outrageously 
denied  parole.  Parole  decisions  for  Michael 
Africa.  Delbert  Africa,  Eddie  Africa  and 
Phil  Africa  are  still  pending,  and  Chuck 
Africa  is  eligible  for  parole  next  year. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  a 
class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and 
social  defense  organization  associated 
with  the  Spartacist  League,  sends  monthly 
stipends  to  the  eight  MOVE  prisoners,  as 
well  as  Mumia,  as  an  expression  of  soli- 
darity with  those  imprisoned  for  standing 
up  to  racist  capitalist  repression. 


We  wrote  in  1985.  stressing  that  a 
communist  party  must  serve  as  a tribune 
of  the  people,  that  “it  is  our  obligation  to 
etch  this  racist  atrocity  into  the  memory 
of  everyone  we  can  reach,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  working  class  to  hold  out  the 
promise  of  proletarian  justice"  (WV  No. 
384.  26  July  1985).  The  MOVE  prison- 
ers and  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  must  be 
freed!  The  American  workers  revolution 
will  avenge  the  MOVE  martyrs! 


Letters  demanding  freedom  for  the 
MOVE  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Board  of  Probation  and 
Parole.  1101  South  Front  Street,  Suite 
5100.  Harrisburg.  PA  17104-2517.  The 
names  for  each  of  the  commissioners 
are  at:  www.pbpp.slate.pa.us.  Copies  of 
letters  should  be  sent  to:  William  Phil- 
lips Africa.  AM  4984.  SCI-Dallas,  1000 
Follies  Road.  Dallas.  PA  1 861 2-0286.  ■ 


the  charges  against  the  Evergreen  6 and 
to  Evergreen  Stale  College  president 
Thomas  L.  Puree  protesting  the  banning 
of  the  Olympia  chapter  of  Students  for  a 
Democratic  Society. 


The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  demands 
that  all  charges  be  dropped  against  Kay- 
len Williams.  Jake  Silberman,  Chase  Hill. 
Monica  Ragan,  Nina  Hinton  and  Peter 
Sloan,  known  as  the  Evergreen  6.  On  the 
night  of  February  14  at  a concert  by  hip- 
hop  group  Dead  Prez  at  Evergreen  State 
College,  a college  police  officer  arrested 
Kaylen  Williams,  a black  man,  targeting 
him  because  of  his  race.  Concertgoers 
who  protested  Williams’  wrongful  deten- 
tion were  attacked  by  state  and  local 
police  using  clubs  and  pepper  spray. 
Many  concertgoers  suffered  chemical 
bums  and  one  young  man  was  hospital- 
ized with  internal  bleeding. 

Following  this  brutal  police  attack,  Jake 
Silberman.  Chase  Hill,  Monica  Ragan, 
Nina  Hinton  and  Peter  Sloan  face  felony 
charges  for  their  part  in  defending  Williams 
and  themselves.  Williams  is  facing  mis- 
demeanor assault  charges,  with  a possible 
sentence  of  a year  in  jail.  These  charges  are 
an  act  of  retaliation  against  those  who 
stood  up  to  racist  police  violence,  and  the 
Thurston  County  Sheriff  has  threatened  to 
file  charges  against  others  who  attended  the 
concert.  Hands  off  the  Evergreen  protest- 
ers! As  Lawrence  Hildes,  the  attorney  for 
two  of  those  charged,  noted,  the  only  peo- 
ple hurt  that  night  were  concertgoers.  the 
result  of  actions  by  the  police.  Drop  the 
charges  now! 


The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  vigorously 
protests  Evergreen  State  College’s  sus- 


Herppich/OlyiTiptan 

attendees,  were  allowed  to  continue  with- 
out incident.  The  “moratorium"  itself  was 
imposed  following  the  February  14  Dead 
Prez  concert  where  the  only  threat  to 
“safety  and  security"  was  a racist  police 
arre.sl  and  subsequent  assault  on  concert- 
goers with  clubs  and  pepper  spray.  The 
suspension  of  the  Evergreen  chapter  of 
SDS  is  a politically  motivated  attack  on 
students’  First  Amendment  rights.  We 
demand  that  the  suspension  be  lifted 
immediately! 


Send  protest  letters  demanding  the 
dropping  of  charges  against  the  Ever- 
green 6 to:  Edward  G.  Holm,  Thurston 
County  prosecuting  attorney.  2000  Lake- 
ridge  Dr.  S.W.,  Building  2.  Olympia.  WA 
98502.  Send  letters  calling  for  the  rein- 
statement of  the  Olympia  SDS  to;  Tho- 
mas L.  Puree,  President.  Evergreen  State 
College,  SI  Annex  A 102.  2700  Evergreen 
Parkway  NW.  Olympia.  WA  98505.  The 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  has  con- 
tributed to  the  Evergreen  6 Legal  Defense 
Fund  and  encourages  others  to  do  so. 
Checks  should  be  made  out  to  Evergreen 
6 Legal  Defense.  PO  Box  2775.  Olympia. 
WA98501.B 


(-  Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  -i 


LOS  ANGELES 


Thursday,  May  15,  6 p.m. 

From  Feminism  to  Trotskyism 

UCLA 

Ackerman  Union,  Room  3516 

Information  and  readings 
(213)  380-8239 

or  e-mail'  slsycla@sbcglobal.net 
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Remember  Jean  Charles  de  Menezes! 


Craven  Reformists  Back  Cops 


Above:  Police  march 
through  London  on 
January  23. 
Right:  Reformist 
Soc/a//st  Appeal 
article  in  solidarity 
with  bourgeoisie’s 
cops — enemies  of 
workers  and 
oppressed. 


Bolshevik  Bobbies 
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Britain 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  A/o.  202  (Spring  2008). 
newspaper  of  the  Spartacist  League/ 
Britain,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League  (Fourth  InternaiionalistL 


Workers  Hammer^ 

When  up  to  23.000  cops  marched 
through  London  on  23  January  demand- 
ing better  pay.  Labourite  reformists  gave 
this  mobilisation  of  the  repressive  arm  of 
(he  capitalist  state  a gushing  welcome. 
"Bolshevik  Bobbies,"  headlined  Socialist 
Appeal,  published  by  the  die-hard  Labour- 
ite organisation  founded  by  the  late  Ted 
Grant.  Revelling  in  the  mood  among 
the  cops,  the  article  by  Rob  Sewell  en- 
thused; "There  is  rebellion  in  the  air.  A pil- 
lar of  the  stale  is  in  a mutinous  mood." 
whilst  equating  the  cops  with  public  sector 
workers  whose  wages  and  jobs  this  Labour 
government  is  slashing.  Clearly  this  refor- 
mist outfit’s  drooling  over  the  police  has 
not  gone  amiss:  Rob  Sewell,  the  author  of 
the  article,  made  the  breathtaking  admis- 
sion that;  "I  knew  there  was  something 
up  when  the  ‘Socialist  Appeal’  office  got 
a phone  call  from  the  ‘Police  Review'  ask- 
ing for  permission  to  republish  an  article 
from  our  website  on  the  police  strikes  of 
1918-19"  (Socialist  Appeal,  28  January). 

No  less  jubilant  over  the  police  protest 
was  Peter  TaafTe's  Socialist  Party  which 
said  the  police  protest  was  “in  many  ways 
a momentous  occasion."  They  pointed  out 
that  cops  on  duly  were  not  allowed  to 
attend  but  "the  turnout  was  impressive 
under  the  circumstances.”  These  refor- 
mists unashamedly  boast  of  having  gone 
to  the  march  and  "sold  five  copies  of  The 
Socialist  in  20  minutes  and  got  three 
sheets  of  our  petition  for  a living  wage 
and  joint  public-sector  action  filled  in” 
(Socia//5r.  3 1 January). 

This  craven  subservience  to  the  racist 
capitalist  state's  thugs  in  blue  is  not  new 
for  these  organisations,  both  of  which  have 
maintained  for  decades  that  the  police  are 


CHICAGO 


Saturday,  May  17,  6 p.m. 
University  of  Chicago 
Ida  Noyes  Hall 
East  Lounge 
1212  E.  59th  St. 

For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail:  chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net 


part  of  the  working  class  when  in  fact  they 
are  a core  part  of  the  capitalist  state.  This 
fulsome  support  by  “socialists"  for  belter 
pay  for  the  cops  is  obscene,  particularly 
now  in  London  where  the  police  carried 
out  the  brutal,  cold-blooded  killing  of  Bra- 
zilian immigrant  Jean  Charles  de  Menezes 
in  July  2005  and  got  away  with  it.  This 
outrage  by  the  Metropolitan  Police  is  in 
continuity  with  their  years-long  role  in 
shielding  the  racist  killers  of  black  teen- 
ager Stephen  Lawrence  in  1993,  despite  a 
huge  effort  by  the  family  campaign  to  have 
his  killers  brought  to  justice. 

Support  for  the  police  is  an  integral  part 
of  Labour  reformism  which  has  been  used 
to  dupe  the  British  working  class  into  sup- 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturday,  May  17,  4 p.m. 
Mount  Hollywood 
Congregational  Church 
4607  Prospect  Avenue 
(1  block  east  of  Vermont,  a few  blocks  from 
Vermont/Sunset  Red  Line  Station) 

For  more  information:  (213)  380-6239 
or  e-mail:  slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


porting  the  racist  capitalist  order  for  over 
a century.  Both  Socialist  Appeal  and  the 
Socialist  Party  had  their  origins  in  the 
Militant  tendency  which  for  more  than 
four  decades  was  an  organic  part  of  the  old 
Labour  Party.  As  we  wrote  14  years  ago: 
"Labourism  is  reflected  in  Militant's 
politics  across  the  board,  from  its  sympa- 
thetic portrayal  of  the  British  ‘bobby’ 
and  its  appeals  to  (he  capitalist  state 
to  act  against  the  fascists,  to  its  gross 
refusal  to  oppose  (he  murderous  British 
imperialist  troops  sent  into  Northern  Ire- 
land by  a Labour  government." 

— Militant  Labour's  Touching 
Faith  in  the  Capitalist  State. 
Spartacist  pamphlet  (1994) 
Today  Socialist  Appeal  remains  inside 
New  Labour,  while  beseeching  the  unions 
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to  reclaim  the  Labour  Party  demanding 
that  Labour  must  “immediately  take  over 
the  ‘commanding  heights  of  the  econ- 
omy’.” The  Socialist  Party  was  formed 
outside  the  Labour  Party  in  the  early 
1990s  and  now  campaigns  for  a “new 
mass  workers  party."  but  the  politics  of 
old  Labour  reformism  remain  unchanged. 
Both  organisations  hold  that  socialism 
can  be  achieved  through  parliament  pass- 
ing an  "enabling  act"  giving  a bourgeois 
government  "emergency  powers." 

Police:  Core  Part  of  the 
Capitalist  State 

In  an  attempt  to  portray  the  police  as 
part  of  the  workers  movement.  Socialist 
Appeal  welcomes  the  fact  that  the  Police 
Federation  "has  threatened  to  ballot  its 
140.000  members  about  the  right  to 
strike”  (Socialist  Appeal.  March  2008). 
The  1984-85  miners  strike,  in  which  an 
army  of  cops  occupied  the  coalfields, 
brutally  battered  (he  miners  on  picket 
lines  and  protected  the  scabs  from  the 
pickets,  showed  in  unmistakable  terms 
the  true  function  of  the  cops  as  regards 
the  unions:  (hey  are  professional  strike- 
breakers and  enemies  of  the  working 
class  in  struggle.  That  is  a basic  truth 
that  reformists  try  to  cover  up.  The  only 
purpose  served  by  “socialists"  portraying 
the  police  as  "workers  in  uniform"  is  to 
deny  the  need  for  revolution  to  smash  the 
capitalist  state.  That  is  what  underlies 
reformist  illusions  that  the  capitalist  state 
can  become  an  instrument  capable  of 
serving  the  interests  of  the  working  class 
and  the  oppressed  in  society. 

In  our  last  issue  we  scandalised  the 
Socialist  Party  and  others  for  their  enthu- 
siastic hailing  of  last  August's  prison 
guards  strike  (see  ‘“Socialists’  Embrace 
Cops  and  Prison  Guards."  Workers  Ham- 
mer No.  20 1 . Winter  2007-2008  [repnnted 
in  IVTNo.  908.  15  February]).  What  dis- 
tinguishes us  Marxists  from  these  refor- 
mists comes  down  to  the  central  question 
of  the  bourgeois  state,  which  is  the  divide 
between  reform  and  revolution.  We  base 
our  programme  on  Lenin’s  The  State  and 
Revolution,  written  in  1917  shortly  before 
the  Bolsheviks  led  the  working  class  to 
state  power  in  Russia.  Lenin  laid  out  the 
fundamental  Marxist  understanding  that 
the  stale  consists  of  "special  bodies  of 
armed  men"  and  "is  an  organ  of  class 
rule,  an  organ  for  the  oppression  of  one 
class  by  another." 

Citing  Marx  and  the  experience  of  the 
Paris  Commune.  Lenin  reiterates  that  "the 
working  class  cannot  simply  lay  hold  of 
the  ready-made  state  machinery,  and  wield 
it  for  its  own  purposes";  that  the  libera- 
tion of  the  working  class  cannot  come 
about  "without  the  destruction  of  the 
apparatus  of  stale  power  which  was  cre- 
ated by  the  ruling  class."  The  capitalist 
state,  at  its  core  consisting  of  armed  bod- 
ies of  men — the  cops,  courts,  prisons  and 
army — must  be  replaced  "by  a ‘special 
repressive  force’  for  the  suppression  of 
the  bourgeoisie  by  the  proletariat  (the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat).’’  In  short,  the 
bourgeois  slate  is  the  "dictatorship  of  the 
bourgeoisie."  The  only  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  rotten  racist  system  of  capitalism  that 
breeds  racism,  poverty,  famine  and  war  is 
through  workers  revolution  that  shatters 
the  capitalist  slate  and  replaces  it  by  the 
rule  of  the  working  class  through  work- 
ers councils  (soviets).  This  fundamental 
truth  has  been  obscured  and  contradicted 
by  Labourite  social-democratic  organisa- 
tions for  over  a century.  Our  task  of  build- 
ing a multiethnic  revolutionary  workers 
party  requires  destroying  the  illusions 
perpetrated  by  Labourite  reformists. 

The  fact  that  the  police  ma>  demon- 
strate for  higher  wages  (or  even,  on  rare 
occasions,  go  on  “.strike")  neither  makes 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


In  Memory  of 
Polish  Socialist 

Ludwik  Hass 


WARSAW — Professor  Ludwik  Hass  died  in 
Warsaw  on  April  8.  A historian  of  the  Polish 
labor  movement  and  freemasonry,  he  was  also 
known  as  an  exponent  of  Trotskyism  in  Poland. 

A member  of  the  prewar  Trotskyist  Bolshevik- 
Leninist  group  in  Poland,  he  was  arrested  in 
Lw6w  in  1939  following  the  Soviet  occupation 
of  eastern  Poland  and  sentenced  to  eight  years 
in  a Soviet  labor  camp.  He  later  married  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  only  managed  to  return  to 
Poland,  with  his  wife  and  son.  in  1957.  In  1965. 
he  was  arrested  and  spent  over  a year  in  prison, 
along  with  Jacek  Kuron,  Karol  Mod/.elewski 
and  others,  for  playing  a key  political  role  in 
influencing  an  “Open  Letter  to  the  Party" 
signed  by  Kuron  and  Modzelewski  that  in- 
cluded a call  for  proletarian  international- 
ism and  workers  democracy.  At  the  time.  Spar- 
lacisi  (No.  6.  June-July  1966)  ran  an  article 
calling  for  defense  of  Hass  and  his  comrades. 

Ludwik  Hass  had  ties  with  some  pseudo- 
Trotskyist  organizations  in  the  West,  notably 
including  the  United  Secretariat  of  the  late 
Ernest  Mandel.  Hass's  articles  appeared 
in  Revolutionary  History  and  other  pseudo- 
Trotskyist  papers  in  the  West.  When  the 
cadres  who  later  formed  the  Polish  section 
of  the  International  Communist  League  met 
Hass  in  the  mid  1980s.  he  opposed  the  anti- 
communist Stalinophobia  prevalent  in  the 
pro-Solidamo<d  pseudo-Trotskyist  milieu.  At 
the  same  time,  he  accepted  the  notion  of  a 
“family  of  the  left."  He  used  to  write  articles 
for  some  Stalinist  papers  and  allowed  Stalin- 
ist youth  organizations  to  sponsor  his  dis- 
cussion meetings.  Interestingly,  at  one  such 
meeting  Hass  said  that  his  biggest  error  ever 
was  named  Jacek  Kuron.  At  one  time  a pro- 
socialist opponent  of  the  Stalinist  regime. 

Kuron  had  become  a leading  element  in 
counterrevolutionary  Solidamo<d  and  served 
as  the  strikebreaking  minister  of  labor  in  the 
first  Solidamo<(5  government  in  1990.  We 
published  a contribution  by  Hass  on  the 
1990  Polish  presidential  elections  (VW  No. 

518.  18  January  1991). 

Hass  played  a key  role  in  winning  the  founding  cadres 
of  the  Spartacist  Group  of  Poland  to  Trotskyism,  as  they 
then  understood  it.  Their  Young  Left  Movement  (RML). 
which  was  established  in  1988.  was  an  amorphous  “fam- 
ily of  the  left"  grouping,  composed  mainly  of  members 
of  Stalinist  youth  organizations.  Our  future  members 
were  known  for  reviving  the  forgotten  revolutionary 
internationalist  tradition  of  honoring  the  “3  Ls"  (Lenin. 


Luxemburg,  Liebknecht).  Thanks  to  Ludwik  Hass,  they 
succeeded  in  getting  a suppressed  copy  of  the  Polish 
translation  of  The  Revolution  Betrayed  by  Trotsky  and 
in  having  it  published  by  the  ZSMP  Stalinist  youth  organ- 
ization at  the  end  of  the  1980s. 

Following  discussions  in  1989-90.  the  RML  was 
rejected  by  the  Stalinophobic  Mandelites  of  the  mis- 
named Current  of  the  Revolutionary  Left  (NLR).  one  of 


the  groups  that  shared  responsibility  for  sup- 
porting the  forces  of  the  capitalist  counter- 
revolution in  Poland.  It  was  Ludwik  Ha.ss  who 
in  July  1990  introduced  an  RML  cadre  to 
an  ICL  representative  then  visiting  Warsaw. 
The  ICL  comrade  brought  with  him  copies  of 
the  May  1990  “Letter  to  Polish  Workers"  by 
the  ICL's  German  section  (translated  in  WV 
No.  504.  15  June  1990),  which  warned  of  the 
counterrevolutionary  threat  represented  by  the 
SoIidamo<(5  government  and  called  for  a return 
to  the  perspective  of  proletarian  international- 
ism personified  by  Rosa  Luxemburg. 

The  result  of  that  meeting  and  ensuing  dis- 
cussions with  the  ICL  was  programmatic  agree- 
ment and  the  establishment  in  October  1990 
of  the  Spartacist  Group  of  Poland.  The  SGP/ 
ICL  had  a difference  with  Ludwik  Hass  re- 
garding the  counterrevolutionary  character  of 
Solidarno<d.  which  was  evident  from  the  time 
of  Solidarno.<d’s  first  national  congress  in 
September  1981.  At  that  point,  we  raised 
the  call  “Slop  Solidamo.<<5  counterrevolution!" 
Hass  claimed  that  the  decisive  change  in  Soli- 
damoiid’s  class  character  resulted  from  the  gov- 
ernment's later  crackdown  in  December  1981. 
In  reality,  the  imposition  by  the  Stalinist  regime 
of  Wojciech  Jaruzelski  of  a temporary  state  of 
emergency,  which  we  defended  at  the  lime, 
spiked  Solidamo<d's  counterrevolutionary  bid 
for  power.  The  SGP  also  rejected  the  notion  of 
a "family  of  the  left"  as  counterposed  to  the 
conception  of  a Leninist  vanguard  party. 

Some  time  after  the  counterrevolution  of 
1989-90.  Hass  told  the  SGP  that  the  ICL  had 
been  right  about  the  class  character  of  Soli- 
damojfd.  But.  expressing  his  Polish  national- 
ism. he  said  that  this  was  simply  a fluke  and 
that  “we  here  know  better  our  own  backyard." 
But  our  position  was  the  result  of  an  analysis 
based  on  the  Trotskyist  program  of  uncon- 
ditional military  defense  of  the  deformed 
and  degenerated  workers  states  and  the  strug- 
gle for  proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracies,  as  documented  in 
the  October  1981  Spartacist  pamphlet  Soli- 
darno^d:  Polish  Company  Union  for  CIA  and  Bankers, 
which  was  published  last  year  in  Polish  by  the  SGP. 

Despite  his  programmatic  revisionism.  Ludwik  Hass 
did  play  the  role  of  teacher  and  catalyst  of  Trotskyism 
in  Poland,  and  he  contributed  to  the  rebuilding  of  the 
continuity  of  Trotskyism  there,  broken  by  the  Stalinist 
blood  purges  and  the  Nazi  occupation.  We  will  remem- 
ber him  for  that  service  to  the  proletarian  cause.* 


them  part  of  the  working  class  nor  does  it 
change  the  material  reality  that  they  serve 
only  one  master;  the  capitalist  class.  By 
supporting  the  police  demonstration  on 
23  January,  the  Socialist  Party  and  Social- 
ist Appeal  are  supporting  better  pay  for 
the  police  force  to  carry  out  their  work. 
That  consists  of  brutalising  minorities  by 
carrying  out  dawn  raids  on  Asian  homes 
under  the  pretext  of  the  "war  on  terror.” 
including  the  raid  in  Forest  Gale  in  June 
2006  in  which  police  shot  Mohammed 
Abdul  Kahar  and  nearly  killed  him.  These 
“socialists"  are  backing  improved  condi- 
tions for  the  police  to  detain  and  arrest 
black  and  Asian  minorities  under  the 
racist  “stop  and  search"  powers  that  have 
been  boosted  massively.  Try  telling  the 
families  of  the  dozens  of  blacks  and 
Asians  who  have  died  in  police  custody 
that  “socialists”  support  the  cops'  claim 
for  better  pay  for  doing  their  job! 

Appropriately  enough,  marching  at  the 
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head  of  the  police  demonstration  was 
the  fascist  British  National  Party  (BNP) 
candidate  for  London  mayor.  Richard 
Bambrook,  who  stated  that  "he  had  been 
told  by  officers  that  he  was  welcome" 
([London]  Guardian,  24  January).  As 
well  as  the  fascists,  with  whom  they  over- 
lap. the  police  are  necessarily  a sewer 
of  concentrated  racism,  male  chauvinism 
and  anti-communism  in  capitalist  soci- 
ety. This  shows  the  fallacy  of  reformist  ap- 
peals to  the  capitalist  state  to  deal  with  the 
fascists.  Fascists  are  extra-parliamentary 
race-terror  gangs  which  cannot  be 
“stopped"  by  state  bans,  nor  by  campaigns 
not  to  vote  for  fascist  candidates  in  elec- 
tions. What  is  necessary  to  combat  fas- 
cist provocations  is  trade  union/minority 
mobilisations  to  stop  them  in  their  tracks! 
The  fascists  are  kept  in  reserve  by  the 
bourgeoisie  to  be  used  in  times  of  crisis, 
and  the  fight  to  end  fascism  is  inseparable 
from  the  fight  to  overthrow  capitalism. 

The  reformist  Socialist  Workers  Parly 
(SWP)  has  in  the  past  argued  that  cops 
and  prison  guards  are  part  of  the  working 
class.  A 26  January  Socialist  Worker  arti- 
cle headlined:  “Whose  Interests  Do  Police 
Officers  Really  Serve?"  It  answered,  some- 
what surprisingly,  that  the  stale  “operates 
as  the  instrument  of  the  rich  to  oppress 
the  poor"  and  that  “the  police  are  not  part 
of  the  working  class,  but  are  rather  a 
method  of  holding  back  the  working 
class."  But  actions  speak  louder  than 
words:  leading  SWPer  Lindsey  German 
is  running  for  Mayor  of  London  and  giv- 
ing her  second  preference  votes  to  Ken 
Livingstone,  assuring  us  that  "it  is  very 
important  that  we  don't  let  the  Tory  in. 
which  is  why  1 will  be  calling  for  all  my 
voters  to  give  Ken  their  second  prefer- 


ence” {Socialist  Worker.  2 February).  Liv- 
ingstone boasts  of  having  put  thousands 
more  cops  on  London's  streets  and  he 
backed  the  Metropolitan  Police  in  the 
face  of  public  criticism  over  the  execution 
of  Jean  Charles  de  Menezes.  This  cold- 
blooded execution  took  place  amid  a 
wave  of  anti-Muslim  hysteria  following 
the  criminal  London  public  transport 
bombings  in  July  2005,  at  which  time  the 
Socialist  Party  adopted  the  slogan  “no  to 
terrorism,  no  to  war."  This  was  an  echo 
of  Livingstone  himself,  who  brandished 
his  “anti-war"  credentials  over  Iraq  while 
backing  the  "war  on  terror"  at  home. 
Above  all  that  meant  supporting  the  cops. 

The  notion  that  the  strikebreaking 
police  are  part  of  the  workers  movement 
is  the  outlook  of  Labourite  union  bureau- 
crats whose  policy  is  class  collaboration. 
Thus  the  Socialist  Party  boasts  that  its 


members  have  a majority  on  the  executive 
of  the  civil  service  union,  the  PCS  (Pub- 
lic and  Commercial  Services  Union). 
These  “socialists."  who  have  secured  a 
sell-out  two-tier  deal  on  pensions,  raise 
not  a peep  about  the  fact  that  the  union 
membership  includes  immigration  cops. 
We  say:  all  cops  out  of  the  PCS! 

Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  made  it 
unquestionably  clear  that  the  police  are 
the  class  enemy,  saying: 

"The  fact  that  the  police  was  originally 
recruited  in  large  numbers  from  among 
Social  Democratic  workers  is  absolutely 
meaningless.  Consciousness  is  determined 
by  environment  even  in  this  instance.  The 
worker  who  becomes  a policeman  in  the 
service  of  the  capitalist  state,  is  a bour- 
geois cop.  not  a worker.” 

— "What  Next?  Vital  Questions 
for  the  German  Proletariat," 
January  1932.  The  Struggle 
Against  Fascism  in  Germany  m 
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SL  Speaker  at  Chicago  United-Front  Protest 

“Join  Us  in  the  Fight  for 
a Workers  America ! ” 

Break  with  the  Democrats!  For  a Workers  Party! 


We  prim  below,  .iliffhtly  etIiU'd  for  puh- 
licafum,  the  speech  delivered  by  Sparta- 
cist  League  speaker  Paula  Daniels  at  the 
April  26  united-front  rally  for  Mumia  in 
Chicago. 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  “voice  of  the  voice- 
less.** is  a marked  man  because  of  his 
political  convictions  and  beliefs.  Our  task 
is  very  clear;  it's  very  urgent.  The  ques- 
tion is  how  will  we  free  Mumia? 

We  have  the  seeds  of  Mumia's  only 
hope  for  freedom  here  at  this  rally  today; 
the  social  power  of  labor.  We  have  ATU 
representatives,  AFSCME.  UAW — maybe 
there  are  others  out  there — and  the  thou- 
sands of  union  brothers  and  sisters  that 
these  unions  represent.  That's  power!  We 
can  make  the  buses  and  trucks  stop,  we 
can  bring  the  factories  to  a halt,  we  can 
dim  the  steel  mills.  But  we  have  to  know 
where  we  are  going  and  what  the  obsta- 
cles are.  Labor  needs  a leadership  based 
on  the  independence  of  the  working  class 
from  the  bosses’  state  and  political  par- 
ties, not  one  tying  us  to  the  Democratic 
Party.  Imagine  if  the  unions  had  a class- 
struggle  leadership  that  waged  strikes 
instead  of  cutting  deals,  that  supported 
strikes  instead  of  calling  them  “illegal.” 
that  promoted  international  labor  soli- 
darity instead  of  pushing  poisonous  chau- 
vinist protectionism — a labor  movement 
that  took  up  the  struggle  for  all  the 
oppressed,  from  Mumia  to  immigrants  to 
gay  rights.  We  would  be  operating  from  a 
position  of  power,  not  prostration! 

The  fight  to  free  Mumia  and  all  the 
class-war  prisoners,  the  fight  to  abolish 
the  racist  death  penalty,  is  inseparable 
from  the  struggle  for  workers  rule.  What 
is  the  death  penalty  in  this  country  if  not 
a system  of  legal  murder,  a legacy  of  chat- 
tel slavery?  And  when  they  can’t  get  their 
targets  in  the  courts  or  the  prisons,  they  let 
their  street  cops  do  the  dirty  work  and  act 
as  judge,  jury  and  executioner.  Those  cops 
that  were  acquitted  yesterday  for  killing 
Sean  Bell  were  acquitted  because  that’s 
not  a crime  to  the  bourgeoisie — that's 
their  job,  as  one  of  the  speakers  said! 

We  in  the  Spartacist  League  stand  for 
the  abolition  of  the  death  penally  on  prin- 
ciple and  everywhere — for  the  guilty  as 
well  as  for  the  innocent.  We  do  not  accord 


to  the  state  the  right  to  decide  who  lives 
and  who  dies.  Our  opposition  to  the  death 
penalty  extends  to  the  deformed  workers 
states;  China.  Vietnam,  Cuba  and  North 
Korea.  As  Trotskyists,  we  know  full  well 
that  the  Chinese  or  Cuban  bureaucracies, 
for  example,  mete  out  repression  to  all 
those  they  view  as  opponents,  including 
socialist  militants.  You  don’t  have  to  be  a 
counterrevolutionary.  Nonetheless  these 
workers  states,  despite  their  deformations, 
continue  to  represent  qualitative  gains  for 
the  working  class  internationally.  Com- 
pare Cuba  to  Haiti.  Compare  China  to 
India.  That’s  a class  difference. 

Today  the  Democrats  and  the  reformist 
left,  such  as  the  International  Socialist 
Organization,  the  League  for  the  Revolu- 
tionary Party,  etc.,  stand  united  in  their 
efforts  to  "Free  Tibet.”  with  the  refor- 
mists joining  the  bourgeois  rulers’  drive 
for  counterrevolution  in  China.  Let  me 
tell  you  that  the  extension  of  the  Chinese 
Revolution  into  Tibet  ended  slavery.  It 
ended  the  status  of  women  as  beasts  of 
burden  and  paved  the  way  to  open  the 
road  for  social  progress  in  a backward 
society.  We  say;  Unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Chinese  deformed  work- 
ers stale!  We  are  unconditionally  against 
capitalist  counterrevolution  and  imperial- 
ist intervention.  The  working  people  of 
China  must  fight  for  a workers  political 
revolution,  to  replace  the  nationalist  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  with  the  rule  of  work- 
ers. peasants  and  soldiers  councils. 

While  I’m  speaking  about  the  left,  1 
want  to  say  it  is  a damning  indictment  of 
those  who  call  themselves  socialist,  who 
claim  to  fight  for  freedom,  that  they  did 
not  mobilize  their  forces  for  this  demon- 
stration and  are  not  here  en  masse. 

We  owe  a great  debt  to  Lenin  and  the 
Bolshevik  Party,  not  least  for  leading 
a successful  workers  revolution  in  Rus- 
sia. The  Communist  International  under 
Lenin  and  Trotsky  intervened  into  the 
Communist  movement  in  this  country 
and  hammered  home  the  question  of  spe- 
cial oppression  of  black  Americans.  They 
made  the  point;  black  workers  in  this 
country  are  doubly  oppressed,  not  just  by 
skin  color,  but  as  workers.  Black  women 
face  tnple  oppression — as  women,  as 
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workers  and  because  of  the  color  of  their 
skin.  The  Bolsheviks  insisted  that  the 
communists  in  this  country  need  to  fight 
against  ihe  oppression  of  black  people 
and  to  win  black  workers  to  the  fight  for 
a workers  government.  We  in  the  Sparta- 
cisi  League  seek  to  impart  to  a new  gen- 
eration the  importance  of  the  black  ques- 
tion and  its  centrality  in  the  fight  for 
socialist  revolution,  the  only  road  forward 
to  black  liberation. 

The  Democrats  and  Republicans  may 
diverge  on  tactics  here  and  there,  but  fun- 
damentally they  are  united  in  upholding 
this  rotting,  racist  capitalist  sy.stem.  and 
they  will  get  the  “best  man”  for  the  job. 
even  if  he  is  black  or  a woman,  as  the  case 
may  be.  Now.  I will  concede  that  should 
a black  man  or  a woman  sit  in  the  White 
House,  that  would  be  a significant  devel- 
opment in  this  country.  But — it  is  a big 
but — the  truth  is.  be  it  Clinton  or  Obama, 
it  might  be  a shiny  new  pail,  but  inside  it's 
the  same  old  garbage.  Neither  offers  any 
qualitative  change  for  working  people  or 
the  oppressed. 

I know  some  of  you  say;  "But  wait, 
wait,  we  gotta  vote  for  the  lesser  evil!" 
The  "lesser  evil”  brought  us  Hiroshima,  it 
brought  us  the  Bay  of  Pigs,  the  Vietnam 
War.  the  end  of  welfare,  and  more  recently 
the  1996  Antilerrorism  and  Effective 


Death  Penalty  Act.  which  virtually  elimi- 
nated the  right  to  habeas  corpus  appeals 
for  those  sentenced  to  death  in  state 
courts.  In  a period  of  greater  class  con- 
sciousness. it  will  become  ever  more  ap- 
parent that  the  program  of  the  Obamas,  of 
the  "friends  of  labor"  in  the  Democratic 
Party,  and  the  “sisters”  in  the  bourgeoisie, 
is  counterposed  to  ours. 

Again,  it  is  the  power  of  labor  that  can 
free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  That  enormous 
power,  here  in  the  street,  once  freed  from 
the  illusions  that  the  class  enemy  is  on 
our  side — once  the  working  class  is 
turned  into  a class  for  itself — will  be  a 
force  to  be  reckoned  with.  We  ask  you  to 
help  us  build  that  revolutionary  workers 
parly  that  fights  for  Mumia’s  freedom,  for 
black  freedom,  women’s  liberation  and 
defense  of  gay  rights,  for  full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants.  We  need  Octo- 
ber Revolutions  along  the  lines  of  the 
Russian  Revolution  internationally.  That’s 
what  the  Spartacist  League,  the  American 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  is  all  about.  The  first  American 
Revolution  gained  independence  from  the 
British,  the  .second  smashed  slavery.  It’s 
time  for  a third,  a workers  revolution. 
Join  us  in  the  fight  for  a workers  Amer- 
ica! Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty!* 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia”)  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  earmarked  "Mumia'  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  for  Mumia 's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLG  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia's  lawyer  for  this  purpose. 

OrgQniZB  protBSt!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia’s  case  in  your  union  or  organization’s  newsletter. 

Gef  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet 
pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal 
Lynching  (available  in  English,  German  and 
French— $.50  each,  $10  for  30)  is  a detailed 
refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by 
Mumia  by  right-wing  journalist  Michael 
Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose 
lying  tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute 
Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself.  The 
PDC’s  other  Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — Mumia  Is  Innocent! 

($1).  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state 
vendetta  against  Mumia  and  provides 
additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence 
that  shatters  the  decades-long  frame-up  of 
this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the 
struggle  for  Mumia's  freedom. 

PDC  Button;  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamall 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!’’— $1  each. 

PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia 

Abu-Jamal— $10  DVD,  $15  VHS.  

Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man: 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! — $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail;  partisandefense@earthlink.net  • Website;  www.partisandefense.org 

PO.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York,  NY  10013  ♦ (212)406-4252 

P.O.  Box  802867.  Chicago.  IL  60680  ♦ (312)  563-0442 
S2  7A575.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004  • (213)  380-8897 
PO.  Box  77462.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  !) 

to  free  Comrade  ABU  JAMAI We  will 

stand  with  the  millions  of  people  across 
the  world  that  are  calling  for  justice  to 
be  done  and  will  join  the  protest  against 
this  travesty  of  justice."  Other  endorsers 
included  the  OPZZ  Konfederacja  Pracy 
(All-Poland  Workers  Trade  Union  Confed- 
eration of  Labor)  and  the  All-Workers 
Fighting  Front  (PAME)  union  federation 
of  Greece,  which  is  allied  with  the  Com- 
munist Party.  In  Scotland,  the  Aberdeen 
Trades  Union  Council  and  the  Scottish 
Trades  Union  Congress  endorsed,  with 
Grahame  Smith,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Scottish  Trades  Union  Congress,  declaring 
in  his  greetings  to  the  protests  that  Mumia 
"should  be  freed  immediately  from  prison. 
He  is  innocent,  and  the  inherently  racist 
death  penalty  should  be  abolished.” 

Additionally.  40  trade-union  locals  in 
the  U.S.  and  around  the  world  endorsed 
the  united-front  protests.  These  locals 
represent  workers  in  industries  such  as 
transport,  waterfront,  steel,  auto,  electri- 
cal and  communications,  as  well  as  po.stal 
workers,  teachers  and  campus  workers. 
Scores  of  individual  union  leaders  also 
endorsed  as  well  as  representatives  of 
such  organizations  as  the  Coalition  of 
Black  Trade  Unionists,  the  Coalition  of 
Labor  Union  Women  and  the  Latino  Cau- 
cus ofSEIU  Local  721  in  L.A. 

The  PDC  also  sought  support  for 
Mumia’s  cause  among  students,  antiwar 
and  gay  rights  activists,  minorities,  immi- 
grant communities,  left  organizations  and 
other  public  figures.  Endorsements  for 
the  united  fronts  were  received  from  for- 
mer Black  Panther  Party  leaders  Elaine 
Brown  and  David  Hilliard,  the  head  of 
the  VVN-BdA  (Association  of  the  Victims 
of  the  Nazi  Regime — Coalition  of  Anti- 
Fascists)  in  Berlin,  South  African  actor 
Dr,  John  Kani,  Cynthia  McKinney  (U.S. 
Green  Party  candidate  for  president)  and 
well-known  writers  Cornel  West,  Gilles 
Perrault.  Robert  Allen.  Michael  Eric 
Dyson  and  Manning  Marable.  From  Cuba, 
we  received  endorsements  from  author 
Celia  Hart  and  Che  Guevara’s  daughter. 
Aleida  Guevara  March.  A statement  of 
solidarity  was  sent  by  Leonard  Peltier,  the 
longtime  jailed  American  Indian  Move- 
ment leader  who  remains  unbowed  in  the 
face  of  a decades-long  vendetta  by  the 
U.S-  government.  The  protests  were  also 
built  and  attended  by  black  nationalist 
groups  in  London.  Chicago  and  Oakland, 
gay  rights  activists  in  Chicago,  and  others. 
Speakers  included  trade  unionists,  family 
members  of  slain  Black  Panthers  and  for- 
mer Black  Panthers  facing  frame-up 
charges  today. 

The  PDC  encouraged  the  endorsing 
organizations  to  issue  their  own  calls  for 
the  demonstrations.  All  organizations  that 
endorsed  the  protests  were  also  invited  to 
speak.  Where  participants  took  up  the 
PDCs  invitation  to  express  their  own  views, 
including  raising  political  differences  with 
other  participants,  a broad  range  of  political 
viewpoints  was  aired,  which  only  made 
more  powerful  the  shared  commitment  to 
the  urgent  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

Reformists  Demobilized  a 
Mass  Movement — Rebuild  the 
Movement  for  Mumia! 

What  is  vital  is  to  turn  the  endorsements 
and  statements  of  support  from  the  inlema- 
liona!  labor  movement  into  labor  action  in 
the  fight  to  free  Mumia.  We  fight  for  a 
strategy  of  class-struggle  defense,  which 
must  be  based  on  the  understanding  that 
capitalist  society  is  fundamentally  divided 
between  two  hostile  social  classes — the 
capitalist  exploiters  and  the  working 
class — and  that  the  capitalist  state  and  its 
courts  are  organs  of  repression  against 
working  people  and  the  oppressed.  As  PDC 
counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein  underlined  at 
the  Mexico  City  united-front  protest: 

'"There  is  a power  to  tight  against  the 
state's  vendetta  against  Mumia.  The 
power  to  make  the  courts  yield,  the  power 
to  set  Mumia  free  rests  in  the  interna- 
tional. multiracial,  multiethnic  working 
class  that  can  stop  production,  transport 
and  communication',,.  That  power  is  rep- 
resented in  embryo  by  endorsers  of  this 


demonstration  and  those  who  have  come 
out  today!  This  power  must  be  used  to 
fight  for  Mumia.  for  all  class-war  prison- 
ers. as  part  of  turning  economic  strug- 
gles of  the  working  people  into  political 
struggles  leading  to  socialist  revtilutions 
around  the  globe." 

As  part  of  this  class-struggle  strategy, 
the  PDC  has  fought  for  genuine  united- 
front  action  in  Mumia’s  defense.  The 
united  front  is  a tactic  for  common  actions 
undertaken  under  the  watchword,  "march 
separately,  strike  together."  That  means 
unity  in  action  based  on  agreed-upon 
slogans  and  complete  freedom  of  criti- 
cism— i.e..  open  debate  about  what  strat- 
egy is  needed  to  rebuild  the  movement  for 
Mumia  and  fight  for  his  freedom.  As 
communists  who  participate  in  united- 
front  actions,  we  never  relinquish  the 
obligation  to  say  the  truth  as  we  see  it. 


Party  (LRP)  and  the  Campaign  to  End  the 
Death  Penalty  (dominated  by  the  Interna- 
tional .StKialist  Organization)  showed  up  at 
the  Chicago  united-front  pnitest.  while  sup- 
porters of  Spark  came  to  the  one  in  Los 
Angeles.  But  all  these  organizations  (and 
others)  refused  to  endrirse  the  united-front 
protests,  which  simply  called  for  Ireedom 
for  an  innocent  black  political  prisoner  and 
an  end  to  the  racist  death  penalty  (things 
that  should  be  ABC  to  any  decent  lib- 
eral. let  alone  a self-professed  socialist). 
As  Marxists,  we  oppose  the  death  pen- 
alty on  principle  everywhere,  including 
in  the  deformed  workers  states — such  as 
China — which  we  unconditionally  militar- 
ily defend  against  imperialist  attack  and 
capitalist  counterrevolution. 

The  reformists’  sectarianism  is  no  acci- 
dent. They  bear  responsibility  for  the  de- 
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PDC-initiated 
united-front  protest 
in  New  York  City, 
August  1995. 

Mass  protests, 
including  by  unions 
representing 
millions 
of  workers 
internationally, 
helped  stay  Mumia's 
execution  in  1995. 


However,  in  the  service  of  class  collabo- 
ration. the  Stalinists  and  social  democrats 
have  over  the  decades  perverted  the  term 
united  front,  using  it  to  mean  a political 
bloc  of  opportunists  who  would  not 
dream  of  openly  raising  criticisms  of  one 
another.  Today,  that  means  evading  the 
political  struggle  necessary  to  move  for- 
ward the  fight  to  free  Mumia. 

In  its  April  8 “Open  Letter  to  Fighters 
for  Mumia’s  Freedom”  (reprinted  in  WV 
No.  912,  11  April),  the  PDC  noted  that 
the  March  27  court  ruling  made  it  so  clear 
that  Mumia  cannot  get  justice  in  the  capi- 
talist courts  that  “even  those  who  have 
mobilized  for  many  years  on  the  basis  that 
Mumia  could  get  a 'new.  fair  trial’  now 
proclaim  that  there  should  be  no  illusions 
in  the  American  injustice  system."  Prior  to 
the  April  19  ICFFMAJ  demonstration  in 
Philadelphia  and  the  PDC-initiated  united 
front  in  Oakland,  the  PDC  approached 
the  San  Francisco  Mobilization  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  and  the  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Coalition  (NYC)  to  endorse 
the  PDC-initiated  protests  and  to  turn  the 
Philly  protest  into  a genuine  united  front. 
But  these  proposals  were  rejected  outright. 
As  the  PDC  stated  in  its  “Open  Letter": 
‘The  frame-up  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  a 
stark  expression  of  the  class  and  race  bias 
of  the  capitalist  courts  and  underlines  the 
need  for  the  multiracial  working  class  to 
champion  the  fight  for  black  liberation.... 
"The  call  for  a 'new  trial’  is  based  on  a 
political  program  of  reliance  on  the  capi- 
talist class,  its  politicians  and  courts  to 
afford  justice  to  fighters  for  the  oppressed. 
Nobody  ever  called  for  a 'new  trial'  for 
Angela  Davis.  Huey  Newton  or  Nelson 
Mandela.  Had  the  political  counterposi- 
tion between  our  call  to  ‘Free  Mumia’  and 
those  advocating  a 'new'  trial’  been  openly 
debated  over  the  past  decade,  the  move- 
ment for  Mumia  today  would  have  been 
stronger  and  firmly  based  on  the  need  to 
mobilize  to  free  this  innocent  man..  . 
"The  rejection  of  our  urgent  call  for 
united-front  action  by  the  Mobe  and  the 
New  York  Coalition  is  political  coward- 
ice. At  this  urgent  hour,  they  are  subordi- 
nating the  fight  for  Mumia's  freedom  to 
their  fear  of  political  debate." 

Indeed,  while  numerous  organizations 
and  individuals  endorsed  the  united-front 
protests,  con.spicuously  absent  were  most  of 
the  left — with  a few  exceptions,  such  a.s  the 
Freedom  Socialist  Party  and  tlie  Internation- 
alist Group  (IG) — though  we  actively 
sought  their  endorsements  and  encouraged 
them  to  help  build  the  protests,  Supporters 
of  the  Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation 
(PSL).  the  League  for  the  Revolutionary 


mobilization  of  the  movement  in  defense 
of  Mumia.  which  used  to  mobilize  protests 
of  lens  of  thousands.  It  was  international 
protest  action,  including  with  the  support 
of  trade  unions  around  the  world,  that  was 
crucial  in  staying  the  executioner’s  hand  in 
1 995  when  a death  warrant  for  Mumia  was 
signed.  But  since  1995.  groups  such  as 
Socialist  Action,  which  before  1995  had 
barely  said  anything  about  Mumia's  case, 
have  subordinated  the  fight  to  free  Mumia 
to  the  call  for  a "new  trial."  preaching  the 
lie  that  Mumia  would  get  justice  from  the 
very  courts  that  have  kept  him  behind  bars. 

As  more  and  more  evidence  came  out 
proving  Mumia's  innocence,  most  of  it 
uncovered  by  PDC  counsel  Rachel  Wolk- 
enstein  and  Jonathan  Piper,  who  served  on 
Mumia's  legal  defense  from  1995  to  1999, 
the  reformist  left  increasingly  discarded 
Mumia's  innocence  and  deepened  their 
commitment  to  promoting  illusions  in 
American  “justice.”  This  became  explicit 
in  a January  1 999  "Emergency  Leadership 
Summit  Meeting,"  where  representatives 
of  Socialist  Action.  Solidarity.  Workers 
World  Party  (WWP).  the  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party’s  (RCP)  Refuse  & Re- 
sist. ICFFMAJ  and  others  adopted  a strat- 
egy that  explicitly  rejected  the  call  to  free 
Mumia  and  abolish  the  death  penalty  in 
favor  of  the  call  for  a new  trial. 

This  was  part  of  a strategy  to  reach  out 
"to  the  American  mainstream.”  as  Soli- 
darity’s Steve  Bloom  approvingly  wrote 
in  Againat  the  Current  (March/April 
1999).  The  reformists  actively  buried  and 
denigrated  evidence  of  Mumia’s  inno- 
cence. most  notably  the  confession  of 
Arnold  Beverly  that  he.  not  Mumia.  killed 
Faulkner.  In  December  2001.  U.S,  District 
Court  judge  William  Yohn  overturned 
Mumia’s  death  sentence  while  affirming 
his  frame-up  conviction.  This  was  a demor- 
alizing blow'  to  the  advocates  of  a "new 
trial."  But  rather  than  mobilizing  on  the 
call  to  free  Mumia,  they  told  activists  to 
look  to  the  next  federal  appeals  court.  This 
line  was  echoed  by  larger  reformist  forces 
internationally,  such  as  the  French  Com- 
munist Party  (PCF).  as  well  as  trade-union 
bureaucrats  in  the  U.S. 

The  effect  was  devastating:  a mass  move- 
ment was  demobilized.  Why  mobilize  on 
the  streets  or  in  the  unions  if  Mumia  can 
get  justice  from  the  courts?  As  the  KfsV. 
the  PDC’s  fraternal  defense  organization 
in  Germany,  staled  in  a polemic  against 
the  Berlin  Coalition  for  Mumia  (see  “Ger- 


many: Anti-Communists  Undermine  Fight 
to  Free  Mumia."  WV  No.  906.  18  January): 
"To  make  the  demand  for  a ‘new.  fair 
trial’  a perspective  for  the  movement  for 
Mumia’s  freedom  means  reaching  out  to 
those  liberals  who  question  Mumia's 
innocence,  who  would  be  content  if  he 
were  condemned  to  a living  death,  who 
just  want  the  frame-up  to  gain  the  appear- 
ance of  ’fairness'  and  'due  process.’  The 
Coalition  .seeks  to  appeal  to  those  in  the 
’mainstream’  who  see  the  legal  hell  that 
Mumia  has  been  put  through  as  a stain 
on  the  image  of  American  ’justice’  or  a 
deviation  from  European  'conslitulional’ 
democracy.  Preaching  that  the  next  court 
is  the  court  that  will  grant  Mumia  a new. 
fair  trial  al.so  demoralizes  those  youth  and 
workers  who  initially  joined  the  fight  for 
Mumia  because  in  his  fight,  they  saw 
their  own  fight  against  ‘the  system’  as 
they  understood  it  and  have  experienced 
It  first  hand." 

A crucial  part  of  the  PDC’s  ongoing 
intemationui  campaign  is  to  undo  the 
damage  done  by  the  reformists  and  re- 
build the  movement  for  Mumia.  As  we 
look  Mumia's  case  to  campu.ses,  we  found 
that  most  youth  today,  even  black  stu- 
dents. had  not  even  heard  of  him.  unlike  a 
decade  ago.  Equally  telling,  most  of  those 
who  had  heard  of  him  thought  he  had 
already  been  freed,  was  about  to  be  freed, 
or  even  that  he  had  been  executed. 

The  reformist  left's  subordination  of 
Mumia’s  struggle  to  the  bourgeois  liber- 
als and  "progressive"  Democrats  is  fun- 
damentally no  different  from  their  treat- 
ment of  other  social  struggles — such  as 
that  against  the  invasion  and  occupation 
of  Iraq,  the  fight  for  immigrant  rights, 
abortion  rights,  etc.  These  and  more  have 
been  hitched  to  unseating  the  Republican 
majority  in  Congress — already  accom- 
plished in  2006 — and  to  installing  a Dem- 
ocrat in  the  While  House  this  year. 

This  .stems  from  the  reformists’  oppo- 
sition to  the  fight  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion to  overthrow  the  capitalist  order  and 
their  promotion  of  the  lie  that  capitalism, 
through  protest  and  pressure,  can  be 
reformed  to  serve  the  interests  of  work- 
ing people  and  the  oppressed.  Thus,  today 
the  reformists,  either  explicitly  or  impli- 
citly. seek  to  boost  the  fortunes  of  pro- 
deach-penaliy  capitalist  politician  Barack 
Obama  (or.  to  a far  lesser  extent,  pro- 
death-penalty  capitalist  politician  Hillary 
Clinton).  Meanwhile,  others  are  promot- 
ing "progressive”  capitalist  politician 
Cynthia  McKinney,  the  presumptive  nom- 
inee of  the  small-time  capitalist  Green 
Party. 

In  building  for  the  April  19  Mumia  pro- 
test in  Philadelphia,  the  PDC  set  up  a 
banner  calling  for  Mumia's  freedom  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Obama  rally  on  April  18. 
Spartacist  comrades  made  clear  our  fight 
for  the  political  independence  of  the  work- 
ing class  from  the  capitalist  class,  dis- 
tributing the  April  17  article,  “Obama, 
Clinton:  No  Friends  of  Workers.  Blacks, 
the  Oppressed — Break  with  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  Imperialist  War  and  Racism! 
For  a Class-Struggle  Workers  Party!"  (re- 
printed in  WVNo.  913. 25  April).  That  arti- 
cle made  clear  that  we  "do  not  extend  any 
continued  on  page  8 


The  Development  and  Extension  of 

Leon  Trotsky's  Theory 
of  Permanent  Revolution 


kea(«ui|  MKlieviift 

A Trotskyist  Critique  of  Germany  1923 
andihe  Cofflintom  


Uiitmalivul  iMfMt  rnit  toMnutMul  CMleoK* 

Down  With  Executive  Offices 
I of  the  Capitalist  State! $6 


$2  (56  pages) 

Make  checks  payable/mail  to; 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 
Box  1377  GPO.  NY.  NY  10116 


9 MAY  2008 


7 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

political  support  on  principle  to  any  capi- 
talist politician — Democrat.  Republican. 
Green  or  'Independent'.” 

In  going  to  this  rally,  we  sought  to  publi- 
cize Mumia’s  cause  and  to  intersect  liberal 
youth  attracted  to  Obama  with  Mumia's 
ca.se.  Ever  since  we  took  up  Mumia’s  case 
in  1987.  we  have  always  sought  to  bring  in 
broader  forces  that  do  not  share  our  Marx- 
ist framework  in  the  struggle  on  his  behalf. 
In  going  to  the  “mainstream."  the  refor- 
mists sought  to  build  a “movement”  that 
took  an  agnostic  position  on  Mumia's 
innocence.  It  is  the  PDC  and  the  SL  that 
have  publicized  Mumia’s  case  and  brought 
it  to  the  broadest  possible  forces,  and  done 
so — through  our  mobilizations,  rallies  and 
publications  (most  recently,  for  example, 
the  PDC  Fact  Sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in 
the  Service  of  Legal  Lynching) — on  the 
basis  that  he  is  an  innocent  man.  the  vic- 
tim of  a racist  and  political  frame-up.  who 
must  be  immediately  freed. 

One  can  contrast  the  protests  initiated 
by  the  PDC  with  the  other  recent  Mumia 
protests,  which  sought  to  exclude  our  com- 
munist views  from  the  expressions  of 
“diversity"  permitted  from  their  platforms. 
At  the  April  19  Philadelphia  rally,  the 
organizers  arranged  that  different  groups 
of  demonstrators  protest  separately  in  their 
own  little  bantustans:  the  contingent  built 
by  the  PDC  on  one  comer,  while  on  other 
comers  there  were  supporters  of  organiza- 
tions such  as  the  ICFFMAJ.  WWP.  PSL 
and  the  RCP’s  October  22nd  Coalition. 
This  division  only  emboldened  fascist  pro- 
vocateurs and  other  supporters  of  the  racist 
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PDC  corttingent  at  May  2007  Phila- 
delphia rally  for  Mumia  combatted 
illusions  in  capitalist  courts  exem- 
plified by  call  for  “new  trial”  by 
WWP’s  International  Action  Center 
and  other  reformists. 

cops  to  carry  out  their  previously  an- 
nounced threats  of  harassment  and  vio- 
lence against  Mumia’s  defenders. 

In  contrast,  the  PDC-initiated  protests 
united  forces  with  diverse  political  view- 
points behind  the  call  to  free  Mumia. 
while  allowing  each  group  to  put  forward 
its  views.  In  Oakland,  speakers  included 
Richard  Brown.  Hank  Jones,  Francisco 
Torres  and  Ray  Boudreaux  of  the  "San 
Francisco  8.”  former  Black  Panthers  who 
are  now  being  dragged  through  the  courts 
on  frame-up  charges  of  killing  a cop. 
which  had  been  dismissed  30  years  ago. 

Speakers  in  the  London  protest  included 
a number  of  black  nationalists,  such  as 
Brother  Omowale,  who  spoke  on  behalf  of 
Galaxy  Radio,  which-  had  publicized  the 
PDC-initiated  protest.  Jessica  Huntley, 
who  helped  found  Bogle-L'Ouverture 
Publications,  gave  a very  powerful  and 
vivid  picture  of  Mumia’s  professionalism 
and  political  knowledge  as  a Journalist 
when  she  had  met  him  in  1981.  She 
recalled  Mumia  calling  her  after  he  was 
arrested,  telling  her  he  was  in  pnson  for 
a crime  he  did  not  commit.  (For  more  on 
the  Oakland.  Toronto  and  London  united- 
front  protests,  see  "International  Protests 
Demand:  Mumia  Must  Be  Freed  Now!" 
WV  No.  913.  25  April.) 

And  there  was  political  debate.  Our  clas.s- 
struggle  perspective,  which  stands  in  coun- 
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terposition  to  the  reformist  left’s  reliance  on 
the  U.S.  "justice"  system,  was  a point  of 
controversy.  During  the  Chicago  united- 
front  protest,  as  Bernard  Branche.  speaking 
for  the  Labor  Black  Struggle  League,  was 
underlining  the  need  for  integrated  class 
struggle  to  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom, 
a supporter  of  the  Black  Panther  Party, 
whose  speaker  Jokarhi  Shakur-El  had  ear- 
lier addressed  the  crowd,  tried  to  interrupt, 
declaring.  “It  doesn’t  Just  take  the  working 
class."  Branche  noted  in  response: 

"They've  had  their  speaker....  They  have 
their  own  strategy.  They  put  it  for- 
ward. That  strategy... despairs  of  united 
working-class  struggle  across  racial  lines 
against  the  racist  bourgeoisie....  They 
despair  of  the  possibility  of  winning 
working-class  leadership,  so  therefore 
the  only  thing. ..left  is  support  to  the 
Democratic  Party.  This  is  a united-front 
protest.  So  freedom  of  criticism.  Thai's 
why  It  was  appropriate  for  Jokarhi  to  get 
up  here  and  give  his  perspective.  And 
that's  why  I'm  giving  mine." 

From  Mexico  City  to  Sydney: 
Mumia  Must  Be  Freed  Now! 

Addressing  the  100  protesters  who  mo- 
bilized in  Mexico  City  for  the  April  24 
united-front  protest  called  by  the  GEM. 
I?achel  Wolkenstein  emphasized:  “We  are 
here  to  declare  our  opposition  to  the  deter- 
mination by  the  American  state  to  execute 
Mumia  or  keep  him  in  prison  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  Mumia’s  only  crime  was  to  be  an 
unbending  opponent  of  racism,  police  bru- 
tality. imperialist  war  and  colonial  depre- 
dation." She  added:  "The  American  racist 
rulers  see  in  Mumia  the  spectre  of  black 
revolt....  When  Mumia  was  only  14  years 
old,  he  Joined  the  Black  Panther  Party  and 
soon  became  Minister  of  Communications 
of  his  local. . . , Mumia  was  put  on  a govern- 
ment list  when  he  was  15  years  old.  for  the 
crime,  in  the  words  of  the  FBI.  of  being  an 
'effective  spokesman’.”  She  continued: 
"Mumia's  fight  for  freedom  is  a fight  for 
all  of  us — in  the  United  Slates,  in  Mex- 
ico. around  the  globe.  In  the  United  Slates 
his  frame-up  embodies  every  aspect  of 
racist  capitalist  injustice.  It  lays  bare  the 
essence  of  the  capitalist  state  as  an  instru- 
ment of  repression  against  working  peo- 
ple and  the  oppressed.  The  development 
of  U.S.  capitalism  is  rooted  in  black 
chattel  slavery.  The  death  penalty  is  the 
legacy  of  slavery — when  blacks  could  be 
tortured  and  murdered  as  the  property  of 
their  owners.  The  death  sentence  is  the 
lynch  rope  made  legal." 

Among  the  protesters  in  Mexico  City 
were  UNAM  students  and  campus  work- 
ers. leftists — including  the  Liga  de  los  Tra- 
bajadores  por  el  Soctalismo-Conlracorrienie 
(LTS.  allied  with  a Morenoile  current  of 
ostensible  Trotskyism)  and  the  IG.  both 
of  which  addre.ssed  the  rally — and 
spokesmen  for  defense  groups  including 
jEureka!  and  the  National  Front  Against 
Repression  (FNCR).  Inti  Martinez  from 
jEureka!  brought  greetings  from  Senator 
Rosario  Ibarra.  National  Coordinator  of 
(Eureka!  and  an  endorser  of  the  united- 
front  protests.  Referring  to  the  decades- 
long  struggle  by  Ibarra  and  jEureka!  to 
recover  their  children,  spouses  and  com- 
rades disappeared  by  the  Mexican  state, 
he  said:  "They  took  them  alive,  we  want 
them  back  alive!  Free  all  political  prison- 
ers. free  Mumia!” 

The  speaker  from  the  Juventud  Esparta- 
quisla.  youth  group  of  the  GEM,  recalled 
that  the  previous  day  was  the  ninth  anni- 
versary of  the  beginning  of  the  militant 
UNAM  student  strike  in  defense  of  public 
education,  "a  very  combative  struggle  that 
had  the  potential  to  light  the  fuse  of 
workers  revolution  in  Mexico.  To  realize 
this  potential,  a revolutionary  leadership 
was  necessary.”  The  strike  was  broken 


by  bloody  state  repression  by  all  three 
of  Mexico’s  bourgeois  parties,  the  PRI 
(Institutional  Revolutionary  Party).  PAN 
(National  Action  Party)  and  PRD  (Party  of 
the  Democratic  Revolution),  and  the  JE 
speaker  linked  this  to  the  attacks  by  right- 
wing  thugs  against  leftist  students  on  cam- 
puses today.  He  also  look  up  the  current 
campaign  to  smear  prominent  Mexican 
leftist  spokesmen  as  well  as  UNAM  stu- 
dents and  working-class  militants  as  "ter- 
rorists" in  the  wake  of  the  murderous 
Colombian  government  attack  on  a camp 
of  the  guerrillaist  FARC  in  Ecuador  in 
early  March,  which  killed  22  people, 
including  several  UNAM  students. 

The  theme  of  labor  solidarity  across 
the  border  was  repeatedly  raised.  The 
speaker  for  the  Workers  Assembly  at  the 
Political  and  Social  Sciences  School, 
organized  in  the  STUNAM  union,  de- 
clared. "Death  to  tyranny!  Death  to  the 
death  penalty!"  He  demanded  freedom 
for  Mumia  and  for  "all  the  Mexicans  and 
Latinos  unjustly  prosecuted"  by  the  U.S. 
government.  The  LTS  speaker  saluted  the 
PDC  for  the  international  campaign  and 
pointed  to  the  power  of  the  U.S.  working 
class  and  the  need  for  American  workers 
to  unite  with  workers  around  the  world. 
Disavowing  confidence  in  the  U.S.  Dem- 
ocratic or  Republican  parties,  he  called 
on  the  trade  unions  to  lead  the  struggle 
for  Mumia’s  freedom.  The  speaker  for  the 
GEM  responded  that  through  its  calls  for 
"dissolution  of  the  repressive  forces  of 
the  state.”  the  LTS  partakes  of  the  same 
illusions  in  the  capitalist  state  that  demo- 
bilized the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom 
(see  page  9). 

Celia  Hart  sent  a solidarity  message 
linking  Mumia’s  case  to  that  of  the  Cuban 
Five,  framed  up  in  Miami  on  bogus  espi- 
onage charges  because  of  their  solidarity 
with  Cuba,  She  wrote:  ‘With  great  honor 
and  commitment  I endorse  the  campaign 
for  the  immediate  freedom  of  our  brother 
Mumia....  Our  five  Cuban  compaheros. 
revolutionary  fighters,  suffer  unacceptable 
sentences  Just  as  Mumia  does.  They  are 
.six  fighters  for  the  happiness  of  their  peo- 
ples (two  of  the  Cuban  comrades  are  also 
Americans).  These  two  campaigns  should 
be  one  ...  We  need  those  six  internation- 
alist fighters  out  from  behind  bars.  ..” 

At  every  united-front  protest,  the  injus- 
tice suffered  by  Mumia  was  linked  with 
capitalist  oppression  and  racist  cop  terror 
at  home.  At  the  April  23  united-front  pro- 
test in  Sydney,  Australia,  where  some  55 
demonstrators  called  for  Mumia’s  freedom, 
the  speaker  for  the  Spartacist  League.  Mar- 
garet Rodda,  said:  "We  oppose  the  death 
penalty  on  principle  and  demand  its  aboli- 
tion. We  do  not  accord  the  state  the  right  to 
decide  who  lives  and  dies.  While  the  death 
penalty  was  officially  abolished  in  Austra- 
lia...it  is  applied  in  practice  against  the 
deeply  oppressed  Aboriginal  population  in 
the  prisons  and  police  cells.  This  gives 
Mumia’s  ca.se  a deep  resonance  in  this 
country,"  Denouncing  the  military  and  po- 
lice takeover  of  Aboriginal  lands  in  Aus- 
tralia's Northern  Territory,  she  demanded. 
"The  Aboriginal  people  must  not  be  left  to 
fight  alone — mobilize  the  organized  work- 
ers movement  in  a class-struggle  fight  for 
Aboriginal  nghts!" 

Chicago:  "Mumia  Belongs 
Out  Here  with  the  People" 

The  Chicago  demonstration  drew  more 
than  200  protesters  and  included  13 
speakers  representing  a broad  range  of 
political  and  union  organizations.  Chicago 
endorsers  of  the  united-front  protests 


included  Amalgamated  Transit  Union 
Locals  241  and  308.  United  Auto  Work- 
ers Local  32 1 2 and  AFSCME  Local  3506. 
Students  mobilized  for  the  protest  from 
campuses  across  Chicago,  including  from 
the  University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago,  the 
University  of  Chicago.  DePaul  Univer- 
sity. Chicago  Slate  University  and  North- 
eastern University.  Campus  endorsers 
included  the  Black  Student  Union  at 
DePaul  and  the  MEChA  and  Students  for 
a Democratic  Society  groups  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago, 

Virtually  every  speaker  expressed  out- 
rage at  the  acquittal,  the  day  before  the 
rally,  of  the  NYPD  cops  who  killed  Scan 
Bell  in  a hail  of  50  bullets.  LBSL  .speaker 
Bernard  Branche  slated  that  "two  of  the 
cops  who  killed  Sean  Bell  were  black,  and 
in  gunning  down  a black  youth  they  were 
Just  doing  their  Jobs  in  the  eyes  of  the 
racist  rulers.  We  seek  to  mobilize  labor 
in  protest  against  these  outrages  while 
explaining  to  the  masses  that  things  like 
racist  cop  terror  can  only  be  ended  when 
the  class  that  the  cops  protect  Is  removed 
from  power  by  the  working  class." 

Calling  for  mass  protests  centered  on 
the  power  of  labor  to  fight  for  Mumia’s 
freedom.  Branche  pointed  out  that  racial 
oppression  has  been  a fundamental 
aspect  of  the  workings  of  American  capi- 
talism “since  slavery,  through  the  defeat 
of  Radical  Reconstruction,  all  the  way  up 
to  the  present  with  examples  like  Katrina 
or  the  Jena  Six.  " He  continued: 

"The  division  of  the  working  class  along 
racial  and  ethnic  lines  has  been  used  to 
stifle  the  working  class  in  its  struggle 
against  the  corrupt  and  racist  bosses.  Our 
perspective  is  that  of  revolutionary  inie- 
grationism.  We  seek  to  fight  every  mani- 
festation of  the  racial  oppression  of  black 
people.  We  understand  that  only  through 
the  construction  of  an  egalitarian  social- 
ist society  can  black  freedom  be  won. 
This  strategy  stands  countetposed  to  both 
the  liberal-integrationist  pipe  dream  of 
a slow  and  gradual  crawl  to  equality  and 
to  black  nationalism,  which  accepts  the 
ghetioization  and  separation  that  is  a key 
aspect  of  black  racial  oppression." 

Branche  added:  “We  seek  to  win  the 
working  class,  including  white  workers  as 
well  as  the  growing  number  of  Latino  and 
other  immigrants  to  the  fight  for  black  lib- 
eration. We  also  see  the  necessity  for  black 
and  working-class  militants  to  fight  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants.  This  is 
to  prepare  the  working  masses  to  fight  their 
common  capitalist  enemy.  An  injury  to  one 
is  an  injury  to  all!”  Spartacist  League 
speaker  Paula  Daniels  pointed  to  the  pro- 
capitalist labor  bureaucracy  as  the  obstacle 
in  the  workers  movement  to  mobilizing 
labor’s  power  for  Mumia’s  freedom,  stat- 
ing. “Labor  needs  a leadership  based  on  the 
independence  of  the  working  class  from  the 
bosses’  stale  and  political  parties”  (see 
page  6). 

Speaking  for  the  Gay  Liberation  Net- 
work. Bob  Schwartz  said:  “Yesterday  I saw 
a prominent  politician  on  television  slating 
that  we  must  respect  the  court  decision  that 
exonerated  the  killers  of  Sean  Bell.  Now 
who  was  that  politician'’ That’s  right,  it  was 
Barack  Obama.  It  wasn’t  George  Bush,  or 
John  McCain,  although  it  could  have  been, 
but  it  was  Barack  Obama.  I’m  sure  that  no 
one  here,  or  I hope  no  one  here,  has  illu- 
sions in  Obama  or  in  any  other  capitalist 
politician  to  bring  about  liberation." 

Speaking  at  the  rally.  Rachel  Wolken- 
stein  noted: 

"While  direcied  ai  Mumia,  the  Court  of 
Appeals  ruling  is  an  attack  on  the  rights 
of  all  of  us.  The  coun  upheld  the  exclu- 
sion of  black  jurors,  approved  the  outra- 
geous racist  conduct  of  Judge  Sabo  and 
gave  license  to  the  prosecutor's  unconsti- 
tutional argument  to  the  jury  that  they 
could  convict  Mumia  because  he’d  have 
'appeal  after  appeal,'  The  Third  Circuit 
made  'Mumia  rules’  in  order  to  under- 
mine those  rights  which  are  supposed  to 
be  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  for  everyone  ... 
“The  ruling  In  Mumia’s  case  confirms 
again  that  no  justice  can  be  expected  from 
the  capitalist  courts.  Every  possible  legal 
avenue  must  be  pursued  vigorously  to 
challenge  this  recent  court  decision  But 
we  cannot  afford  to  have  any  illusions  in 
fair  hearings  and  impartial  Judges." 

Glenna  Swinford  spoke  for  the  Freight- 
liner  5.  UAW  Local  3520  members  in 
North  Carolina  who  were  fired  for  lead- 
ing a strike.  She  detailed  how  the  UAW 
International  bureaucrats  declared  the 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


GEM  Speaker  at  April  24  Mexico  City  Mumia  Protest: 


“Unleash  the  Power  of  the 
Working  Class  Internationally” 


Mexico  City,  April  24:  Union  of  Workers  of  the  National  Autonomous 
University  of  Mexico  (STUNAM)  contingent  at  united-front  Mumia  protest. 


We  prinl  below  ii  iranslalion  of  a 
speech  by  Adrian  Ortega  of  the  Grupo 
Espartaquisla  de  Mexico  at  an  April  24 
united-front  protest  to  free  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  at  the  National  Autonomous  Uni- 
versity of  Mexico  (UNAM)  in  Mexico  City. 

The  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico, 
Mexican  section  ot  the  International  Com- 
munist League,  fights  for  the  immedi- 
ate freedom  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  as 
part  of  our  revolutionary  duty  to  defend 
all  social  activists  victimized  by  state 
repression.  But  the  state's  murderous 
machinery  will  not  be  stopped  until 
.socialist  revolution  wins  internationally. 
Only  the  expropriation  of  the  capitalists 
and  their  imperialist  bosses  by  the  inter- 
national proletariat  will  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  an  international  system  that  puts 
an  end  to  misery  and  social  injustice,  as 
well  as  the  exploitation  of  man  by  man. 

In  Mexico,  this  means  struggling  politi- 
cally to  break  the  shackles  that  bind  the 
Mexican  proletariat  to  the  bourgeoisie.  It 
means  breaking  with  AMLO  (Andres 
Manuel  L6pez  Obrador]  and  his  bour- 
geois PRD  [Party  of  the  Democratic 
Revolution],  who — ^just  like  Hugo  Chavez 
in  Venezuela — uses  nationalist  and  popu- 
list rhetoric  to  obscure  the  class  divisions 
in  society  and  to  shackle  the  exploited 
to  their  exploiters.  The  proletariat  is  the 
only  class  with  the  social  power  to  lead 
the  poor  peasantry  and  the  rest  of  the 
oppressed  in  socialist  revolution. 

This  revolution  must  be  extended  to  the 
U.S.  through  the  human  bridge  of  immi- 
grant Mexican  workers,  and  to  the  rest  of 
Latin  America.  Only  workers  revolution 
can  break  imperialist  subjugation,  bring 
genuine  democracy  to  the  masses  through 
workers  councils,  and  eliminate  rural 
poverty  through  agrarian  revolution.  The 
main  ally  of  the  Mexican  workers  in  this 
struggle  is  the  powerful  multiracial  work- 
ing class  in  the  U.S..  especially  black 
workers  who  will  play  a leading  role  in 
the  socialist  revolution  in  the  U.S. 

It  is  from  this  perspective  that  today 
we  seek  the  mobilization  of  the  power 


of  the  working  class  to  fight  against 
the  privatization  of  PEMEX  [Mexico's 
state  oil  company)  and  the  electrical 
industry,  as  well  as  the  devastation  of  the 
countryside  caused  by  NAFTA.  Even 
providing  for  the  basic  necessities  of  the 
population  requires  a collectivized  and 
planned  economy  under  workers  control 
internationally. 

Defending  Mumia  means  opposing  im- 
perialist depredations  in  Iraq  and  Afghan- 
istan. As  we  did  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  East  Europe,  we  will  fight  on 
the  last  barricades  for  the  unconditional 
military  defense  of  the  deformed  workers 
states:  China,  North  Korea,  Cuba  and 
Vietnam.  We  fight  for  proletarian  political 
revolution  to  sweep  away  the  Stalinist 
regimes  and  replace  them  with  workers 
democracy  based  on  workers,  peasants 
and  soldiers  soviets.  We  say:  Down  with 
the  anti-Chinese  riots  in  Tibet! 

Our  class-struggle  defense  of  Mumia 
and  other  class-war  prisoners  is  based  on 
mobilizing  the  broadest  possible  support. 


centered  on  the  working  class,  under  the 
principle  of  strike  together,  march  sepa- 
rately. This  also  means  struggling  against 
the  role  played  by  reformist  groups  that 
seek  to  subordinate  the  movement  for 
Mumia's  freedom  to  illusions  in  the  bour- 
geois stale.  This  is  shown  in  their  slogan 
for  a “new  trial”  and  their  rejection  of 
Arnold  Beverly’s  confession  that  proves 
the  police  and  courts  in  the  U.S.  are  a web 
of  corruption  and  lies.  Mumia  will  never 
receive  a fair  trial  under  racist  U.S.  impe- 
rialism. Today,  thousands  throughout  the 
world  demand  Mumia's  freedom,  now. 
As  part  of  united-front  actions,  it  is 
important  to  raise  differences  over  the 
correct  strategy  necessary  to  fight  for 
Mumia's  freedom — even  though  many  of 
the  Speakers  have  not  mentioned  these 
fundamental  differences.  These  same  illu- 
sions in  the  state  are  promoted  by  groups 
in  the  Mexican  left  like  the  Liga  de 
Trabajadores  por  el  Socialismo  [LTS] — 
who  we  are  glad  has  spoken  here  today — 
whose  perspective  of  democratic  reform 


of  the  state  is  expressed  in  their  slogan  for 
the  “dissolution  of  the  repressive  appara- 
tus of  the  state."  The  bourgeois  slate  will 
never  dissolve;  it  must  be  destroyed 
through  proletarian  revolution.  Similarly, 
the  speaker  from  the  Internationalist 
Group  spoke  about  mobilizing  the  work- 
ing class,  above  all  in  the  unions,  and  men- 
tioned the  union  in  Brazil.  What  this 
speaker  did  not  say  was  that  in  1996  this 
same  union  was  dragged  through  the 
courts  by  comrades  from  his  own  organi- 
zation. This  is  well  documented  in  our 
press  and  you  can  check  it  out  yourselves. 
Police  and  security  guards,  courts,  and  all 
of  the  bourgeois  state  out  of  the  workers 
movement,  out  of  the  unions!  The  .state 
must  not  be  allowed  even  a small  step 
inside  the  workers  movement. 

The  way  to  mobilize  the  working  class 
is  through  movements  such  as  this;  united- 
front  mobilizations  that  bring  out  impor- 
tant sectors  of  the  workers,  such  as  work- 
ers at  the  Political  Science  School  at 
UNAM.  the  COSATU  union,  and  other 
unions  internationally. 

The  key  to  victory  in  Mumia's  case 
is  to  unleash  the  power  of  the  working 
class  internationally  and  to  break  with 
bourgeois  nationalism,  which  is  nothing 
more  than  an  ideology  that  permeates 
the  working  class,  nothing  more  than 
poison  that  prevents  the  working  class 
from  mobilizing  on  a class  basis.  The 
working  class  needs  its  own  party,  a 
revolutionary  party,  section  of  a reforged 
Fourth  International,  that  joins  together 
the  vanguard  of  the  working  class  and 
declassed  intellectuals  under  the  banner 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolshevism;  a 
party  that  fights  against,  every  form  of 
oppression  in  society,  connecting  the 
immediate  demands  of  the  population  to 
the  need  for  socialist  revolution  and  a 
workers  and  peasants  government. 

Today.  Mumia  faces  possible  execution 
or  imprisonment  for  life.  Neither  of  these 
is  acceptable.  Free  Mumia  now!  Free  this 
innocent  political  prisoner!  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty!! 


strike  “illegal,"  setting  the  workers  up  for 
victimization.  “Mumia  is  fighting  for  his 
life,  his  freedom,  and  wrongful  incarcera- 
tion," she  said.  "This  is  a battle  he  has 
fought  for  over  25  years.  The  justice  sys- 
tem has  failed  him.  but  he  still  keeps 
fighting  for  his  freedom,  and  thc-Freight- 
liner  5 will  continue  to  fight  for  ours." 

"We  know  that  Mumia  is  innocent.  We 
know  he  belongs  out  here  with  the  peo- 
ple. He's  pan  of  the  people."  said  Bill 
Hampton,  brother  of  Fred  Hampton,  the 
Chicago  Black  Panther  Party  leader  who 
along  with  Mark  Clark  was  assassinated 
by  the  Chicago  cops  in  1969.  Exonerated 
former  death  row  prisoner  Delben  Tibbs 
also  endorsed  and  attended  the  protest. 
"If  anybody  believes  that  there  is  going  to 
be  justice  in  this  system,  let  me  tell  you. 
I’m  sorry,  but  you’re  wrong"  said  immi- 
grant rights  activist  Jorge  Mujica.  Co- 
Coordinator  of  the  March  10th  Commit- 
tee. Mujica  referred  to  the  1927  execution 
of  framed-up  immigrant  anarchist  work- 
ers Sacco  and  Vanzetti  and  the  1953  exe- 
cution of  Communists  Julius  and  Ethel 
Rosenberg-  He  linked  the  struggle  to  free 
Mumia  with  the  struggle  for  immigrant 
rights,  pointing  to  the  militancy  that 
immigrant  workers  have  brought  into  the 
U.S.  labor  movement. 

Earl  Silbar.  a retired  member  of 
AFSCME  Local  3506.  paid  tribute  to  the 
power  of  Mumia's  journalism.  He  also 
remarked.  "The  fact  is  I never  would  have 
been  involved  if  it  weren't  for  my  sub- 
scribing to  the  Spariacist  paper. . . . Despite 


any  and  all  disagreements,  the  Spartacist 
League  has  been  consistent  over  many, 
many  years.  ..in  raising  Mumia’s  case  and 
keeping  people  informed  and  bringing 
people  out  and  so  I want  to  pay  tribute  to 
them  for  that  and  for  this  rally." 

The  rally  began  with  demonstrators  lis- 
tening to  a recording  of  the  moving  speech 
made  by  Mumia's  daughter.  Goldii,  at  the 
March  28  PDC  demonstration  in  New 
York,  where  she  underlined  that  the  rul- 
ers want  to  kill  Mumia  “because  they  are 
afraid  of  him.  because  of  his  eloquence, 
his  intelligence"  (Goldii's  speech  is  avail- 
able at;  www.partisandefense.org/pubs/ 
articles/videos0408.html).  Greetings  to  the 
rallies  were  read  from  Mumia’s  son,  Jamal 
Hart,  who  has  been  in  prison  since  1997 
for  bogus  weapons  charges  in  retaliation 
for  defending  his  father. 

Los  Angeles:  “The  Fight  to 
Free  Mumia  Is  a Fight  for 
Black  Liberation" 

In  Los  Angeles,  up  to  150  people  par- 
ticipated in  the  united-front  rally,  at  the 
Westwood  Federal  Building,  including  a 
contingent  that  marched  from  UCLA.  The 
demonstration  reflected  the  multiracial 
working  class  of  the  city.  Rosie  Martinez, 
flanked  at  the  podium  by  several  fellow 
unionists,  spoke  as  the  chairperson  of  the 
Latino  Caucus  of  SEIU  72 1 . which  repre- 
sents county  and  city  workers  in  Southern 
California.  “The  Latino  Caucus,"  she  said, 
“stands  in  solidarity  with  the  demand  to 
free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal."  She  noted.  “We 


in  the  labor  movement  know  the  racist 
capitalists  try  to  divide  and  oppress  work- 
ers here  in  the  United  States  and  world- 
wide." adding:  "We  will  continue  the 
struggle,  brothers  and  sisters,  until  we  free 
Mumia  and  all  political  prisoners  and  end 
the  racist  death  penalty." 

James  Lafferty.  Executive  Director  of 
the  L.A.  branch  of  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  (NLG).  proudly  noted  that  "Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  has  been  a Vice  President 
for  Jailhouse  Lawyers”  in  the  NLG  for 
more  than  25  years.  Lafferty  added:  "1 
bring  you  greetings  as  well  from  KPFK," 
where  "we  have  been  proud  to  broad- 
cast Mumia’s  commentaries."  KPFK.  he 
added,  was  the  first  radio  station  to  put 
Arnold  Beverly’s  confession  on  the  air. 

Reverend  Richard  Byrd  told  the  Los 


Angeles  protest  that  "35  percent  of  young 
black  men  between  the  ages  of  19  and  29 
are  incarcerated  or  in  some  way  involved 
in  the  criminal  injustice  system.  That’s  a 
lynching."  He  also  cited  the  cop  shooting 
of  Sean  Bell,  "The  labor  movement  must 
get  involved."  emphasized  Jesse  Smith, 
President  of  the  African  American  Caucus 
of  SEIU  United  Healthcare  Workers-West. 
"In  the  13th  amendment  to  the  United 
States  Constitution  they  tell  you  that  slav- 
ery and  involuntary  servitude  are  abol- 
ished," Smith  said,  but  that  doesn't  apply 
to  "the  nearly  one  million  black  men  and 
women"  behind  bars  today.  Mumia  “is  a 
victim  of  slavery  in  this  criminal  justice 
system."  he  added. 

Other  speaker  included  Don  While. 

continued  on  page  10 


RALLY! 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent! 

Free  Mumia  Now! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penaity! 


Saturday,  May  17,  3:30  p.m. 

Meeting  Room  1 . Trades  Hall 
corner  Victoria  and  Lygon  Streets.  Carlton 
(entrance  on  Victoria  Street) 

Sponsored  by  the  Partisan  Defence  Committee 
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For  more  information:  (03)  9654  4315 
or  Sydney  (02)  9261  2181 
or  e-mail:  pdc  sydney@exemail.com.au 
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Mumia... 

(continued  from  pa^e 

coordinator  of  the  Comniiilcc  in  Solidarity 
with  the  People  of  El  Salvador-L.A.  (CIS- 
PES)  and  Sherman  Austin,  a young  black 
anarchist  who  was  railroaded  to  prison 
for  a year  for  the  “crime"  of  hosting  an 
anarchist  Web  site.  Austin  performed  his 
hip-hop  protest  songs  "Raise  the  Fist" 
and  “Freedom."  Additionally.  Walter  Lipp- 
mann.  editor  of  the  online  CubaNews. 
spoke.  He  noted  that  the  Spanish  transla- 
tion of  Mumia's  book  tVe  Wont  Freedom  is 
widely  available  in  Cuba,  where  Mumia's 
case  is  closely  followed  and  where  he  is 
viewed  as  a leader  In  the  struggle  for  jus- 
tice in  the  United  States. 

Spartacisi  League  spokesman  Don  Cane 
said;  “Our  task  is  to  assist  the  international 
working  class  in  making  the  cause  of  this 
class-war  prisoner  their  own.  so  that  the 
demand  'Free  Mumia'  rings  out  from 
worker-led  protest  around  the  world! 
Labor  must  champion  freedom  for  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal!  This  would  give  labor  a sense 
of  its  own  power.  The  light  to  free  Mumia 
is  a fight  lor  black  liberation,  the  emanci- 
pation of  labor,  and  it  is  part  of  the  strug- 
gle for  socialist  revolution." 

From  the  Reformists 
to  the  Dubious 

A number  of  reformist  groups  have 
sought  to  paint  the  March  27  federal 
court  decision  as  a "victory."  L'Hunuouic 
(28  March),  daily  paper  of  the  reformist 
French  Communist  Party,  headlined. 
“Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Gets  Off  Death  Row." 
But  as  Mumia  stated  in  an  April  7 radio 
interview:  "If  you  look  at  what  the  court 
said  and  what  they  did:  what  they  did  is. 
they  made  up  new  rules.  You  see.  that  is 
not  a victory.  That  is.  again,  the  Mumia 
rule.  ..  So  it's  the  Mu  rule’  once  again. 
When  a court  has  to  make  up  new  rules 
and  make  up  new  laws  to  uphold  some- 
thing that  was  unjust  before,  that's  not 
a victory.  It's  not  a victory.  But  we  strug- 
gle on." 

In  France,  the  CDDS.  the  PDC's  frater- 
nal defense  organization,  has  fought  to 
expose  the  fallacy  of  the  PCF's  “victory" 
claim.  Stung  by  this  exposure,  the  Collec- 
tif  Unitaire  National  “Ensemble,  sauvons 
Mumia"  (United  National  Collective. 
'Together.  Let’s  Save  Mumia"),  which  is 
supported  by  the  PCF.  issued  a statement 
that,  among  other  things,  condemned  as 
“slander"  the  fact  that  the  CDDS  noted  of 
the  Collectif  that  "their  confidence  in  the 
capitalist  state  flows  from  their  conviction 
that  the  courts  and  the  police  are  some 
kind  of  neutral  public  service  like  the  post 
office," 

The  CDDS  replied  in  an  April  17  open 
letter:  “While  the  PCF  has  been  adminis- 
tering the  capitalist  state  for  decades  at 
the  municipal  level,  as  well  as  at  the 


national  level  in  popular-front  govern- 
ments like  under  Mitterrand  and  Jospin, 
the  LCR  (Liguc  Communisie  R^voluiion- 
nairc)  has  been  aspiring  to  do  so,  too.  .. 
LO  (Lutte  Ouvri^rel  just  ran  in  the 
municipal  elections  on  a number  of  slates 
with  the  PCF.  ..  A central  plank  of  many 
a municipal  program  for  these  slates 
was  to  re-establish  the  'neighborhood 
police.'...  Fueling  illusions  in  the  racist 
police  and  court  system  of  capitalist- 
imperialist  France  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
preaching  the  need  for  a 'new.  fair  trial 
for  Mumia.’  as  these  groups  have  done." 

While  the  reformist  left  has  sought  to 
avoid  our  united-lrimt  protests  like  the 


plague,  the  dubious  International  Bolshe- 
vik Tendency  (BT)  has  sought  to  be  the 
microbe  that  poisons  the  labor-centered 
mass  protest  nece.ssary  to  free  Mumia. 
Having  become  involved  in  the  united- 
front  protests  in  Toronto  and  London,  the 
BT  then  promoted  protests  in  cities  where 
we  do  not  have  active  branches:  Dublin. 
Ireland;  Cologne.  Germany;  and  Vienna. 
Austria.  These  three  Potemkin-village 
“protests”  drew  a combined  total  of 
no  more  than  .35  people.  The  Dublin 
"rally”  featured  a speaker  from  the  anar- 
chist Workers  Solidarity  Movement  who 
questioned  Mumia's  innocence  without 
a peep  in  response  from  the  BT.  Mean- 
while. BT  supporters  showed  up  at  the 
April  19  Oakland  united-front  protest 
and.  while  claiming  to  support  the  slo- 
gans of  the  protest,  refused  to  endorse  it. 
What  gives’? 

The  BT  was  formed  over  25  years  ago 
by  embittered  ex-members  of  our  ten- 
dency and  has  been  marked  by  utter  dis- 
dain for  special  oppression,  not  least  a 
sneering  contempt  for  the  fight  for  black 


freedom.  When  we  launched  a senes  of 
labor/black  mobilizations  to  stop  the  Klan 
and  Nazis  in  major  urban  centers  in  the 
early  to  mid  1980s.  the  BT  denounced  us 
for  abandoning  trade-union  work  in  favor 
of  "community  organizing."  When  in  1 985 
Philly  cops  under  black  DemcKratic  mayor 
Wilson  Goode,  working  in  collusion  with 
Ronald  Reagan's  FBI,  bombed  the  Osage 
Avenue  home  of  MOVE,  of  which  Mumia 
is  a supporter,  killing  eleven  people,  the 
BT  could  not  choke  out  a word  of  protest. 
Instead,  when  we  organized  a New  York 
memorial  meeting  in  solidarity  with  the 
victims  of  this  racist  atrocity,  the  BT 
attacked  us  for  not  polemicizing  against 


move’s  philosophy! 

The  BT.  in  fact,  did  not  have  an  article  on 
Mumia  until  1996.  But  they  made  a press 
splash  around  Mumia’s  case  the  prior  year 
in  the  midst  of  the  protests  against  the  exe- 
cution warrant — in  the  pages  of  the  Wall 
Street  Journal.  A 16  June  1995  article  by 
this  house  organ  of  U.S.  finance  capital 
retailed  the  BT’s  slanders  of  the  Spartacist 
League  as  a deranged  "cult"  in  order  to 
smear  the  efforts  of  the  PDC  and  others  on 
Mumia’s  behalf.  As  we  wrote  in  “Dubious 
BT’s  ‘United  Front'  Fraud — The  Fight  for 
Class-Struggle  Defense  of  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal"  { WV  No.  903,  23  November  2(H)7): 
“The  Wall  Street  Jounial's  intent  was  trans- 
parent enough.  How  and  why  the  minus- 
cule BT  was  readily  wielded  as  a tool  for 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  is  not." 

We  can  only  guess  why  an  organization 
that  cares  nothing  about  black  oppression 
would  get  involved  m Mumia's  ca.se.  What 
we  do  know  is  that  the  BT — an  organiza- 
tion led  by  the  twisted  sociopath  Bill 
Logan,  who  was  expelled  from  our  ten- 
dency in  1 979  for  crimes  "against  commu- 


nist morality  and  its  substrate  elementary 
human  decency" — has  always  pursued  an 
unnatural  and  hostile  obsession  with  our 
organization.  Insofar  as  they  have  gotten 
involved  in  Mumia’s  case,  it  has  been  to 
concihate  the  reformists'  calls  for  a “new 
trial”  while  attacking  the  PDC  and  SL  as 
“sectarian"  as  we  have  fought  to  reverse 
the  demobilization  of  Mumia's  supporters. 

Mobilize  Now  to  Free  Mumia! 

The  PDC  was  founded  in  1974  in  emu- 
lation of  the  International  Labor  Defense 
(ILD)  of  the  early  American  Communist 
movement  The  ILD  was  headed  by 
James  P.  Cannon,  who  would  go  on  to 
become  the  founding  leader  of  American 
Trotskyism,  It  was  the  American  branch 
of  the  International  Red  Aid  (MOPR) 
established  by  the  Third  (Communist) 
International  following  the  1917  Bolshe- 
vik Revolution  From  its  inception,  the 
PDC  has  championed  cases  and  causes 
in  the  interest  of  the  working  class  in 
the  spirit  of  non-scciarian  solidarity.  In 
addition  to  defending  class-war  prison- 
ers. such  as  union  militants  victimized 
for  defending  picket  lines,  the  PDC 
defends  anti-racist  militants,  opponents 
of  imperialist  war  and  colonial  oppres- 
sion. activists  for  women's  and  gay  rights 
and  all  others  targeted  by  the  capital- 
ist rulers  for  their  defense  of  the  op- 
pressed. Over  20  years  ago  the  PDC  ini- 
tiated a monthly  stipend  program  for 
class-war  prisoners,  which  today  includes 
Mumia.  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  MOVE 
prisoners. 

For  the  early  ILD.  one  of  the  defining 
issues  was  the  case  of  Sacco  and  Van/etti 
(see  "Lessons  of  the  Fight  to  Free  Sacco 
and  Vanzetti."  WV  Nos.  897  and  898.  31 
August  and  14  September  2007).  At  the 
Los  Angeles  emergency  protest  on  March 
28.  PDC  speaker  Michael  Graham  noted 
striking  parallels  between  the  ILD’s  fight 
to  save  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  and  Mumia’s 
case  today: 

“The  two  anarchists  were  framed  up  by 
(he  capitalist  state  m much  the  same  way 
that  Mumia  is  being  framed  up  today: 
phony  ballistics,  witness  intimidation, 
and  (he  use  of  the  defendants'  political 
background  to  inflame  the  jury.  As  in 
Mumia's  case,  a criminal  confessed  that 
he.  not  Sacco  and  Van/eiti,  was  involved 
in  ihe  crime  for  which  the  iwo  were  con- 
victed. And  as  in  Mumia's  case,  liberals, 
the  reformist  Socialist  Party  and  the  pro- 
capitalist  leaders  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  demobilized  the  fight  for 
Sacco  and  Vanzeiti’s  freedom,  diverting 
the  movemeni  into  appeals  for  a 'fair  day 
in  court’  for  the  sake  of  America’s  ‘demo- 
cratic’ image." 

The  PDC-initiated  united-front  pro- 
tests give  a taste  of  what  is  necessary 
to  win  Mumia’s  freedom.  Time  is  running 
short,  and  the  racist  rulers  are  determined 
to  silence  Mumia.  Labor's  power  must  be 
mobilized  to  fight  racist  oppression  and 
free  all  class-war  prisoners!  Free  Mumia 
now!  Abolish  the  racist  death  penalty!  U 


Philadelphia,  April  19:  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor  Black 
League's  150-strong  Class-Struggle  Contingent  at  demonstration  for  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal,  which  drew  some  600  people. 


Sean  Bell... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

and  Trent  Benefield  on  the  stand!  Once 
again,  the  racist  injustice  system  of  this 
country  recalls  the  infamous  1857  Dred 
Scott  decision  in  which  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  held  that  black  people  “had  no 
rights  which  the  white  man  was  bound  to 
respect.” 

What  should  be  happening  now  is  mas- 
sive labor-centered  protests  on  the  streets 
to  unite  the  social  power  of  the  working 
class  with  the  anger  of  (he  ghetto  and  bar- 
rio masses.  New  York  City  is  a union  town 
with  a multiracial  working  class — black, 
white.  Latino.  Asian  and  immigrants  from 
around  the  world.  Transit  workers,  city 
and  hospital  workers  have  the  social 
power  to  bring  the  financial  capital  of 
U.S.  imperialism  to  a screeching  halt. 
To  unleash  this  tremendous  social  power 
requires  a political  struggle  within  the 
unions  to  build  a class-struggle  leadership 
by  fighting  to  oust  the  pro-capitalist  labor 
misleaders  who  subordinate  the  interests 
of  working  people  to  the  capitalist  parties. 
Democratic  and  Republican  alike.  As  a 


spokesman  for  the  Spartacist  League  put 
it  in  addressing  a protest  rally  on  the  day 
of  the  acquittal  of  Sean  Bell’s  killers: 
“The  only  way  to  fight  these  racist  rulers 
and  the  gangs  in  blue  is  through  a workers 
parly  that  fights  for  a workers  revolution." 

NYC  mayor  Michael  Bloomberg,  whose 
cops  are  out  in  force  to  intimidate  and 
repress,  said  of  the  court’s  verdict:  “Amer- 
ica is  a nation  of  laws,  and. ..we  accept 
their  authority."  Proving  again  that  his  talk 
of  “change"  doesn’t  mean  a dime’s  worth 
of  difference.  Democratic  Party  presiden- 
tial candidate  Barack  Obama  intoned: 
“We’re  a nation  of  laws,  so  we  respect  the 
verdict  that  came  down.”  The  miserable 
pawnbrokers  of  ghetto  rage  like  Democrat 
A1  Sharpton  have  likewise  appealed  for 
calm  and  promised  to  take  it  to  the  Justice 
Department  along  with  making  diversion- 
ary calls  for  civil  disobedience.  This  is  a 
calculated*  strategy  to  chill  the  justified 
anger  and  corral  it  into  the  dead  end  of 
electoral  pressure  politics,  not  least  in  (his 
presidential  election  year.  Against  the 
timeworn  schemes  to  “reform"  this  racist 
capitalist  system,  including  whitewash 
“police  accountability"  commissions  and 
hat-in-hand  appeals  to  (he  Justice  Depart- 


ment of  Guanldnamo  Bay  and  Torture. 
Inc.,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  that  the 
state — the  cops,  the  courts,  the  prison  sys- 
tem— is  an  instrument  of  the  rule  of  the 
capitalist  class,  of  repression  against  the 
working  class  and  all  the  oppressed.  It  can- 
not be  reformed  to  meet  our  needs,  it  must 
be  smashed  and  replaced  by  workers  rule. 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  former  Black  Pan- 
ther. award-winning  journalist  and  MOVE 
supporter,  framed-up  and  facing  execu- 
tion or  life  impri.sonment  at  the  hands  of 
the  -State,  said  of  the  Bell  verdict:  "So  23- 
year-old  Sean  Bell  joins  Amadou  Diallo 
and  many,  many  others  guilty  of  WWB: 
Walking  While  Black.  And  while  mil- 
lions of  black  and  white  Americans  thrill 
at  political  illusions  of  post-racialism, 
Sean  Bell's  case  proves  how  deeply 
deadly  race  can  still  be."  Mumia’s  case, 
too.  shows  that  there  is  no  justice  in  the 
capitalist  courts:  This  innocent  man  and 
eloquent  fighter  for  the  rights  of  the 
oppressed  should  not  have  spent  a day  in 
prison.  So  Sean  Bell's  killers  walk  while 
Mumia  rots  in  prison.  Free  Mumia  now! 

The  same  racist  capitalist  rulers  who 
bomb,  starve  and  torture  people  from 
Afghanistan  to  Iraq  unleash  their  racist 


cops  “at  home"  against  striking  workers, 
black  people  and  immigrants.  Black 
oppression  in  this  country  is  the  envelope 
for  clas.s  exploitation;  it  took  a Civil  War  to 
smash  chattel  slavery,  and  it  will  take 
a third  American  revolution  to  put  a final 
end  to  centuries  of  black  oppression  that  is 
the  bedrock  of  this  system.  Only  then  will 
it  be  possible  to  eradicate  the  systematic 
segregation  in  jobs,  housing,  education  and 
health  care  and  build  a workers  state  where 
those  who  labor  rule.  This  Marxist  perspec- 
tive for  revolutionary  integrationism  is 
counterposed  both  to  liberal  integrationisLs 
who  promote  illusions  in  justice  under  cap- 
italism and  to  black  nationalists  who 
preach  despairing  acquiescence  to  segrega- 
tion and  discrimination  with  schemes  of 
“black  cj^italism.”  Finish  the  Civil  War — 
For  black  liberation  through  socialist  rev- 
olution! As  revolutionary,  proletarian  inter- 
nationalists in  the  belly  of  the  U.S. 
imperialist  beast,  we  seek  to  forge  a party 
on  the  model  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bol- 
sheviks and  fight  for  new  October  Revolu- 
tions. eliminating  once  and  for  all  the  class 
exploitation  and  raci.st  oppression  that  the 
cops  and  courts  "serve  and  protect.”  Seen 
Bell:  We  will  not  forgeHm 
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Longshore  workers  are  standing  down  at  West  Coast  ports; 

“Ws'rt  standing  up  for  Amartca,  we're  supporting  the  troops,  and 
we're  telling  politicians  that  It's  time  to  end  the  Iraq  war  nowl" 
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and  calling  lix  an  end  to  the  wv  in  Inq 
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.ongshorc  workers  arc  difrerenl.  Wc'rc  loyal  to  America,  and  wc  won’t  stand  by’ 
while  our  country,  our  troops,  and  our  economy  are  destroyed  by  a war  that's 
'lankrupting  us  to  (he  tune  of  3 trillion  dollars.  It’s  time  to  stand  up.  and  we're 


Statement  by  ILWU  tops  on  day  of  coastwide  port  shutdown  promotes 
American  chauvinism.  Right:  ILWU  President  Bob  McEllrath  with  Democrat 
Barack  Obama,  endorsed  by  ILWU. 


ILWU... 

(coniinued  from  page  12) 

rights  of  workers  in  the  U.S..  that  aban- 
doned the  black  and  poor  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  Insofar  as 
the  forces  on  the  ground  in  Iraq  aim 
their  fire  at  the  occupiers  and  their  Iraqi 
lackeys,  we  call  for  their  military  defense 
against  U.S.  imperialism,  while  vehe- 
mently opposing  Islamic  fundamentalism, 
nationalism  and  the  communal  slaughter 
devastating  the  Iraqi  population.  All  U.S. 
troops  out  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  now! 

The  San  Francisco  May  Day  rally  was 
politicaily  no  different  from  the  many 
liberal  peace  crawls.  This  rally,  organ- 
ized by  ILWU  Local  10  Executive  Board 
member  Jack  Heyman.  was  politically 
dominated  by  capitalist  politicians.  Speak- 
ers included  a representative  for  black 
Democratic  Congresswoman  Barbara  Lee. 
Green  Party  presidential  candidate  Cyn- 
thia McKinney,  and  Cindy  Sheehan  and 
Democrat  Shirley  Golub,  both  of  whom 
are  challenging  Nancy  Pelosi  for  her 
congres.sional  seat.  To  fight  for  its  own 
interests  as  well  as  those  of  all  the 
oppressed,  the  working  class  must  be 
mobilized  independent  of  and  against  all 
capitalist  parties.  This  requires  a political 
struggle  against  the  pro-capitalist  trade- 
union  bureaucracy,  which  ties  workers 
to  the  class  enemy,  and  a fight  for  a new, 
class-struggle  leadership.  This  is  part 
of  the  struggle  to  build  a revolutionary 
workers  party.  Break  with  the  Democrats 
and  Greens! 

A class-struggle  leadership  would  fight 
for  full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immi- 
grants. On  May  Day,  a number  of  the 
largely  immigrant  and  unorganized  port 
truckers  turned  their  rigs  around,  refusing 
to  cross  a picket  line  set  up  by  Direct 
Action  Against  the  War  and  Code  Pink  al 
the  Union  Pacific  intermodal  facility, 
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ILWU  Local  10  member  and  Labor 
Black  League  supporter  at  May  Day 
rally. 

which  connects  the  Oakland  port  to  the 
rail  lines.  The  ILWU  should  be  fighting 
to  extend  its  wages  and  working  condi- 
tions to  the  poorly  paid  port  truckers  and 
helping  to  organize  them. 

Left-Talking  Labor  Fakers 

The  call  for  a “No  Peace.  No  Work’' 
May  Day  was  authored  by  Jack  Heyman 
in  a motion  passed  in  February  at  the 
meeting  of  the  ILWU  Longshore  Divi- 
sion’s Coast  Caucus,  its  highest  decision- 
making body.  While  the  motion  itself 
called  for  “an  immediate  end  to  the  war 
and  occupation  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
and  the  withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops  from 
the  Middle  East."  its  content  was  immedi- 
ately dumped  by  McEllrath.  who  described 
the  projected  May  Day  action  as  one  to 
“honor  labor  history  and  express  support 
for  the  troops  by  bringing  them  home 
.safely."  All  mention  of  the  occupation  of 
Afghanistan  was  deep-sixed. 

From  the  outset,  Heyman  gave  a left 
cover,  including  through  silence,  for  the 


International's  red-whiie-and-blue  patri- 
otism. While  an  April  leaflet  by  Heyman 
denounced  “phony  appeals  to  patriotism.” 
he  has  made  clear  his  own  appeal  to  patri- 
otism, Al  an  April  29  press  conference 
sponsored  by  the  Oakland  Education 
Association.  Heyman  declared:  "We  want 
the  troops  home.  Thai's  what  our  mem- 
bers said  at  a meeting  we  had  back  in 
February  and  it  was  our  Vietnam  vets  who 
brought  the  point  home,  very  close  to 
their  hearts.  And  they  said  enough  is 
enough,  people  are  dying  over  there  for 
nothing.  It’s  not  a war  about  democracy, 
it’s  for  oil  and  empire.” 

Heyman  made  but  a nod  to  the  over 
two  million  Iraqis  killed  by  the  occu- 
pation and  the  UN  starvation  sanctions 
imposed  by  the  Clinton  administration  in 
the  1990s,  He  casts  opposition  to  the 
occupation  in  terms  of  the  cost  in  Ameri- 
can lives.  Local  10  executive  board  mem- 
ber Clarence  Thomas,  who  emceed  the 
San  Francisco  May  1 rally  with  Heyman. 
denounced  the  Iraqi  occupation  from 
the  platform  because  "It's  killing  our 
children  and  diverting  resources  from 
domestic  needs”  (emphasis  added).  The 
"Call  to  Action"  issued  by  the  Port  Work- 
ers' May  Day  Organizing  Committee,  led 
by  Heyman  and  Thomas,  was  a “butter 
not  guns”  appeal  to  "slop  the  war."  Its 
purpose  is  to  reinforce  illusions  that — 
with  enough  pressure  and  the  right  Demo- 
crats in  office — the  capitalist  governmeni 
will  “change"  its  priorities. 

The  trillions  now  being  spent  on  the 
occupation  in  Iraq  weren’t  being  spent  on 
health  care,  welfare  and  education  before 
the  invasion,  including  under  the  Demo- 
cratic Clinton  administration.  The  capi- 
talists spend  on  the  welfare  of  the  work- 
ing class  only  what  is  neces.sary  to  ensure 
the  continued  expioitalion  of  labor — or 
what  is  wrested  from  them  in  hard  class 
struggle. 

Double-talkers  like  Heyman  and  Tho- 
mas politically  disarm  the  working  class 
by  giving  a "progressive"  gloss  to  the 
treacherous  class  collaborationism  of  the 
ILWU  bureaucracy,  of  which  they  are  an 
integral  part.  At  the  May  Day  rally.  Hey- 
man's  polemical  fire  was  aimed  not  al 
his  fellow  bureaucrats  but  rather  al  Code 
Pink.  Bizarrely,  he  depicted  these  over- 
whelmingly middle-aged,  liberal  women 
as  veritable  wild-eyed  radicals  who  had 
wanted  to  jump  the  gun  on  labor  action 
against  the  war.  Heyman  left  his  call  for 
“a  workers  parly  that  is  going  to  lead  us 
to  power"  to  a brief  speech  at  the  end  of 
the  rally,  when  most  of  the  participants 
had  left. 

Heyman  & Co.'s  role  stands  squarely 
in  the  tradition  set  by  Communist  Party 
fellow-traveler  and  historic  ILWU  leader 
Harry  Bridges,  a point  that  Heyman  him- 
self repeatedly  makes.  Bridges  some- 
times talked  out  of  the  left  side  of  his 
mouth,  but  he  was  also  a solid  advocate  of 
class  collaboration  and  generally  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  Party.  He  sup- 
ported the  U.S.  imperialists  against  their 
Japanese  and  German  rivals  in  the  inter- 
imperialist  slaughter  of  World  War  II. 
including  by  enforcing  the  "no-sirike" 
pledge.  In  contrast.  Trotskyists  opposed 
all  the  belligerent  imperialisi  powers, 
going  to  jail  for  their  opposition  to  U.S. 
imperialism,  while  al  the  same  time 


defending  the  Soviet  Union.  When  the 
ILWU  struck  in  1971.  at  the  height  of  the 
Vietnam  War.  Bridges  made  sure  that 
military  cargo  headed  to  Vietnam  was 
worked,  even  as  the  union  passed  many 
paper  resolutions  opposing  the  war  and 
was  hailed  for  joining  in  antiwar  protests. 

IG:  Apologists  for  the 
Labor  Fakers 

For  its  part,  the  Internationalist  Group 
(IG)  has  downplayed  the  pro-capitalist 
politics  of  the  May  Day  protest  organizers 
and  uncritically  enthu.ses  over  left-talking 
bureaucrat  Jack  Heyman.  In  a 19  April 
article  in  its  Internationalist,  the  IG  de- 
clares; “When  we  broke  the  story  last 
month,  many  rubbed  their  eyes  in  disbe- 
lief. Yes.  it’s  for  real  ."Actually,  we  rubbed 
our  eyes  because  we  needed  a magnifying 
glass  to  find  in  the  IG’s  earlier  March  I 
article  a brief  mention  of  the  patriotism 
that  drenched  the  ILWU  bureaucracy's 
promotion  of  the  May  Day  action. 

{Likewise,  the  dubious  Bolshevik  Ten- 
dency IBT)  barely  mentions  the  "patriotic 
spin"  given  to  the  action  in  a 19  April 
leaflet,  even  as  it  cites  Rosa  Luxemburg's 
famous  statement  that  the  choice  before 
the  working  class  is  socialism  or  barbar- 
ism and  opines  that  "the  ILWU’s  action 
points  the  way  forward.”  It  is  obscene 
for  the  BT — an  outfit  led  by  the  socio- 
path Bill  Logan,  who  was  expelled  from 
our  tendency  in  1979  for  "crimes  against 
communist  morality" — to  cite  the  great 
revolutionary  internationalist  Luxem- 
burg. using  her  as  a left  cover  for  the 
chauvinism  of  the  ILWU  labor  lops.) 

The  IG's  April  article  complained  that 
the  union  tops  were  presenting  the  May  1 
action  "in  a 'social-palriolic'  light."  Pro- 
claiming this  to  be  contrary  to  the  origi- 
nal resolution  drawn  up  by  Jack  Heyman, 
the  IG  neglects  to  mention  that  the  Cau- 
cus resolution's  demand  for  “an  immedi- 
ate end  to  the  war  and  occupation  in  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan  and  the  withdrawal  of 
U.S.  troops  from  the  Middle  East"  never 
saw  the  light  of  day  in  any  of  the  union 
leaflets  mobilizing  for  May  1.  That  in- 
cludes Heyman  & Co.'s  “Call  to  Action." 

In  their  first  article  the  IG  didn’t 
even  mention  the  ILWU’s  endorsement 
of  Obama.  In  their  second  article  they 
lamely  opined  that  "The  ILWU  leaders' 
endorsement  of  Obama  hurts  rather  than 
helps  the  struggle  against  imperialist  war 
and  undercuts  the  May  I work  stoppage.” 
How  delicately  put!  The  union’s  endorse- 
ment of  Obama  provided  the  entire  politi- 
cal framework  in  which  the  May  Day 
action  played  out. 

In  the  IG's  follow-up  article  on  May 
Day.  "Historic  ILWU  Dock  Workers' 
Action  Points  the  Way.”  Obama  again 
goes  unmentioned.  The  prominence  of 
Democratic  and  Green  Parly  politicians 
at  the  rally  is  only  described  as  one  of 
its  "weaknesses.”  which  the  IG  lays  at 
the  feet  of  the  ILWU  International  and 
San  Francisco  labor  tops.  The  "butter 
not  guns”  appeals  at  the  rally  are  attrib- 
uted to  unnamed  "union  speakers."  while 
Heyman  is  touted  as  the  spokesman  for 
working-class  independence.  Left  unsaid 
is  that  he  pushed  the  very  same  "butter 
not  guns"  reformist  politics.  Citing  Hey- 
man's  remark  that  the  May  Day  action 
"was  raising  the  level  of  struggle  from 


protest  to  resistance."  the  IG  pronounces 
that  "it  raises  the  challenge  ahead;  logo 
from  resistance  to  a struggle  for  power" 
(emphasis  in  original).  But  to  struggle 
for  power  assumes  that  you  oppose  the 
existing  power! 

As  Trotskyists  (i.e.,  genuine  Marxists), 
our  purpose  is  to  arm  the  proletariat  with 
the  consciousness  and  leadership  neces- 
sary for  combat  with  the  forces  of  the 
capitalist  class.  This  means  taking  on 
the  class-collaborationist  politics  of  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy  (as  well  as  the 
politics  of  those  who  falsely  claim  to 
offer  a revolutionary  alternative).  Not  so 
the  IG.  which  obscures  the  fact  that  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy  criminally  sub- 
ordinated the  May  Day  work  action  to 
pro-Democralic  Parly  pressure  politics. 

Since  at  least  the  2001  Afghanistan 
invasion,  the  IG  has  issued  bombastic  proc- 
lamations calling  to  militarily  "Defeat 
U.S.  Imperialism"  and  to  "Drive  U.S. 
Imperialists  Out  of  Iraq.”  Now.  in  its  arti- 
cle on  the  May  Day  action,  the  IG  con- 
veniently omits  any  mention  of  taking  a 
side  with  Afghanistan  or  Iraq  against  the 
U.S.  Also  left  unmentioned  is  the  fact  that 
the  ILWU  worked  military  cargo  on  May 
Day!  For  all  their  hot  air  about  "workers 
strikes  against  the  war,”  this  is  the  same 
outfit  that  in  2001  denounced  our  call 
for  "Class  Struggle  Against  Capitalist 
Rulers  at  Home"  as  "nationalist,  economist 
social-pacifism."  writing,  “the  emphasis  on 
'at  home’  is  counterposed  to  the  call  to 
defeat  the  imperialists  abroad"  (Interna- 
lionalisi,  November  2001,  emphasis  in 
original).  As  we  wrote  in  "Worthless 
Pilots  in  Stormy  Weather”  (WV  No.  797, 
14  February  2003): 

“The  IG's  oh-so-militam  sloganeering 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  fight  to  mobi- 
lize workers  for  a political  confrontation 
with  the  forces  of  the  capitalist  enemy, 
instead,  the  IG  denigrates  the  fight  to 
advance  the  consciousness  of  the  prole- 
tariat and.  by  so  doing,  sows  illusions  in 
the  capacity  of  the  present  labor  mislead- 
ers  to  lead  a fight  against  the  bosses  and 
their  state." 

This  is  exactly  what  played  out  on  May  1 . 

The  IG  is  right,  however,  in  pointing 
out  that  the  "Labor  Conference  to  Stop 
the  War”  last  October  in  the  Bay  Area 
"set  the  stage"  for  the  "No  Peace.  No 
Work  Holiday."  Both  the  IG  and  the  BT 
promoted  this  conference,  organized  by 
Jack  Heyman  and  supported  by  Local  10. 
as  a step  on  the  road  to  independent 
working-class  action  against  the  war.  In 
reality,  this  conference  allowed  occasion- 
ally left-talking  union  bureaucrats  and 
their  reformist  hangers-on  to  peddle  their 
wares  in  the  shadow  of  the  Democratic 
Party  and.  incidentally,  tout  sociopathic 
BT  leader  Bill  Logan  as  some  kind 
of  workers'  leader  (see  "Labor  Oppor- 
tunists. Renegades  Embrace  Bill  Logan." 
WV  No.  901.  26  October  2007).  At  the 
opening  plenary  session.  San  Francisco 
Labor  Council  head  Tim  Paulson  gave 
the  pro-Dcmocratic  Party  game  away 
by  appealing  for  support  to  the  labor 
contingent  at  an  upcoming  antiwar  pro- 
test calling  to  "Bring  the  Troops  Home." 
Paulson  bragged  that  the  planned  contin- 
gent speaker  was  Barbara  Lee.  On  the 
day  of  the  protest,  the  contingent’s  main 
chant  was  "Barbara  Lee  speaks  for  me.” 
Longshoremen  are  in  a position  to 
inflict  a direct  .setback  to  the  imperialist 
war  machine  through  political  strikes  and 
hot-cargoing  military  goods.  But  this  tre- 
mendous power  is  kept  in  check  by  their 
current  leadership,  which  understands  that 
militant  action  would  tear  into  their  reac- 
tionary game  of  preaching  reliance  on  the 
bosses’  state  and  its  political  agents,  par- 
ticularly those  in  the  Democratic  Party, 
For  labor  to  take  the  offensive  against 
imperialist  war  will  require  a different 
kind  of  leadership,  one  guided  by  a pro- 
gram of  class  struggle  and  able  to  instill 
class  consciousness,  educating  workers  on 
the  way  to  defeat  imperialism.  The  attacks 
by  the  capitalist  ruling  class  and  its  gov- 
ernment against  working  people  at  home 
and  abroad  underline  the  need  to  build  a 
multiracial  workers  parly  to  fight  for  a 
workers  government.  The  only  way  to  pul 
an  end  to  imperialist  war  and  capitalist 
exploitation  and  oppression  is  through 
international  socialist  revolution.* 
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Labor:  Break  with  Democrats,  “National  Unity”  Patriotism! 


ILWU  Shuts  West  Coast  Ports 
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OAKLAND — Movemenl  of  cargo 
at  the  29  West  Coast  ports  was 
brought  to  a virtual  standstill  for 
eight  hours  on  May  I.  as  members 
of  the  International  Longshore  and 
Warehouse  Union  (ILWU)  refused 

U.S.  Out  of  Iraq, 
Afghanistan  Now! 

For  Class  Struggle 
at  Home! 

to  work  the  day  shift.  Called  as 
a "No  Peace.  No  Work"  protest 
against  the  U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq, 
the  ILWU  work  stoppage  was  also  a 
powerful  show  of  union  power  in 
the  midst  of  ongoing  contract  nego- 
tiations with  the  Pacific  Maritime 
Association  (PMA).  It  took  place  in 
open  defiance  of  an  April  30  arbi- 
trator’s decision  that  ordered  the 
union  to  instruct  its  members  to 
report  for  work  as  usual  on  May  1. 

The  PMA  has  cried  foul  and  may 
be  preparing  reprisals  against  the  union — 
the  entire  workers  movement  must  rally  to 
the  defense  of  the  ILWU. 

We  salute  the  more  than  27.000  long- 
shoremen, both  registered  men  and  casu- 
als. who  withheld  their  labor.  The  ILWU 
port  shutdown  points  the  way  to  the  kind 
of  working-class  action  that  needs  to  be 
mobilized  against  the  bloody  U.S.  impe- 
rialist occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan. But  the  ILWU  leadership  politically 
undermined  this  action  by  channeling  the 
ranks'  anger  at  the  Iraqi  occupation  and 
desire  to  defend  their  union  into  pro- 
Democratic  Party  "national  unity"  patri- 
otism. Around  the  same  time  that  the 
May  Day  action  was  first  announced, 
the  ILWU  endorsed  Barack  Obama  for 
U.S.  imperialist  Commander-in-Chief. 


Hiller/Long  Beach  Press-Telegram 

May  Day:  Idle  cranes  at  Port  of  Los  Angeles 
during  ILWU  work  stoppage  against 
Iraq  occupation  (top).  ILWU  contingent  at 
San  Francisco  antiwar  protest. 

citing  his  "opposition  to  the  Iraq  war." 

Obama  staunchly  supports  the  murder- 
ous occupation  of  Afghanistan.  His  call 
for  a partial  withdrawal  of  troops  from 
Iraq — sooner  (but  not  immediately)  rather 
than  later — reflects  that  wing  of  the  U.S. 
ruling  class  that  wants  to  cut  its  losses  in 
Iraq  in  order  to  better  pursue  its  interests 
in  Iran  and  elsewhere,  with  an  eye  on  the 
huge  prize  of  capitalist  restoration  in  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state.  Obama 
has  called  for  an  additional  92.000  com- 
bat troops  to  "build  a twenty-first-century 
military”  and  threatened  to  bomb  Pakistan. 

Imperialist  war  is  not  the  result  of 
"bad”  government  policy.  Imperialism  is 
capitalism  in  its  prolonged  death  agony, 
where  a handful  of  major  capitalist  pow- 
ers compete,  including  through  war.  for 
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control  of  markets  and  raw  materials 
around  the  world.  Workers  must  take  up 
the  struggle  against  the  occupations  of 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan  as  pan  of  the  strug- 
gle against  the  capitalist  system  that 
breeds  imperialist  wars.  This  needs  to 
be  linked  to  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  China  and  the  other  bureau- 
cratically deformed  workers  states — Cuba. 
North  Korea  and  Vietnam — against  impe- 
rialivSm  and  internal  counterrevolution.  You 
can’t  fight  against  imperialist  war  by  sup- 
porting the  parties  of  U.S.  imperialism! 

On  May  Day,  as  a show  of  their  loyalty 


There  Is  No  Justice  in  the  Capitalist  Courts! 


Sean  Bell  Verdict:  Killer  Cops  Walk... Again! 

For  Mass  Labor  Action 
Against  Racist  Cop  Terror! 


The  following  statemeiu  was  issued  hy  the  New 
York  Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense  and 
Sparfacisi  League  on  April  28. 

Once  again,  the  cops  who  committed  a heinou.s 
crime — this  time,  the  gunning  down  of  23-year-old 
Sean  Bell  in  a fire.storm  of  50  bullets  on  his  wed- 
ding day — have  been  found  “not  guilty"  on  all 
counts.  The  grisly  death  march  of  the  NYPD  thus 
continues,  from  the  1999  cop  killing  of  Amadou 
Diallo.  cut  down  in  a hail  of  41  bullets  in  the  lobby 
of  hi.s  own  home,  and  countless  other  victims  of 
racist  police  terror  to  the  present  outrage.  By  the 
standards  of  bourgeois  legality,  the  cops  who 
killed  Sean  Bell  were  doing  the  job  they  are  paid  to 
do  under  racist  capitalism.  To  add  insult  to  injury, 
not  only  did  State  Supreme  Court  justice  Arthur 
Cooperman  last  Friday  acquit  the  cops  on  all 
charges,  but  in  the  course  of  the  bench  trial,  it 
was  the  victims  who  were  put  on  trial — Sean  Bell 
posthumously  and  bullet-riddled  Joseph  Guzman 
continued  on  page  10 
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New  York  City,  April  25:  Protesters  at  Queens  County  Courthouse 
denounce  acquittal  of  cops  who  killed  Sean  Bell. 


to  U.S.  imperialism,  the  ILWU 
Local  10  tops  in  the  Bay  Area 
dispatched  longshoremen  to  the 
Concord  Naval  Weapons  Station  to 
work  military  cargo  aboard  the  USN 
Tripoli.  Local  10  Executive  Board 
member  and  elected  dispatcher. 
Mike  Villeggiantc.  told  KTVU 
Channel  2 News  that  evening.  "We 
fee!  an  obligation  to  the  military 
to  make  sure  no  supplies  stop  to 
the  troops.  We  support  the  troops, 
we're  just  not  in  support  of  the 
war."  Earlier  that  day,  ILWU  Inter- 
national President  Bob  McEllrath 
issued  a grossly  chauvinist  state- 
ment declaring;  "Big  foreign  cor- 
porations that  control  global  ship- 
ping aren't  loyal  or  accountable 
to  any  country.  For  them  it’s  all 
about  making  money.  But  longshore 
workers  are  different.  We're  loyal 
to  America,  and  we  won't  stand  by 
while  our  country,  our  troops,  and 
our  economy  are  destroyed  by  a war 
that's  bankrupting  us  to  the  tune  of 
3 trillion  dollars." 

McEllrath's  patriotic  rant,  widely 
quoted  in  the  media,  is  an  out- 
rageous affront  to  the  May  Day 
tradition  of  international  workers 
solidarity,  as  well  as  to  the  many 
foreign-born  workers  in  the  ILWU. 
It  was  read  out  from  the  platform  at  the 
ILWU-sponsored  antiwar  rally  of  some 
1.000  in  San  Francisco  held  during  the 
work  stoppage.  The  rally  included  over 
100  longshoremen  from  Local  10  and  the 
Local  34  clerks  union.  At  the  rally,  greet- 
ings from  black  death  row  political  pris- 
oner Mumia  Abu-Jamal  were  played  as 
protesters  chanted.  "Free  Mumia!”  The 
ILWU  International  withdrew  its  request 
for  an  officially  sanctioned  stop-work 
meeting  after  the  PMA  turned  it  down. 
However,  in  Los  Angeles.  ILWU  Local  13 
announced  and  held  a stop- work  meeting 
that  some  1.000  longshoremen  attended. 
Spartacist  supporters  at  the  San  Francisco 
rally  and  at  the  L.A.  meeting  distributed 
Workers  Vanguard  and  argued  against  the 
labor  bureaucrats’  declarations  of  fealty 
to  U.S.  imperialism. 

While  the  capitalist  rulers  enlist  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  working  class  as 
cannon  fodder  for  their  imperialist  mili- 
tary adventures,  these  are  not  "our”  troops. 
Nor  is  the  bloody  U.S.  government  "our" 
government.  Soldiers  in  the  bourgeois 
army  serve  to  defend  the  rule  of  the  capi- 
talist exploiters,  at  home  and  abroad. 
During  the  2002  West  Coast  port  lockout, 
on  the  eve  of  the  Iraq  invasion,  the  Bush 
White  House — with  the  backing  of  lead- 
ing California  Democrats — invoked  Taft- 
Hartley  and  threatened  to  send  U.S. 
troops  to  occupy  the  docks.  In  Iraq.  U.S. 
troop.s  are  the  enforcers  of  a vicious  occu- 
pation that  by  late  2006  had  cost  the  lives 
of  an  estimated  655.()0()  Iraqis. 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  invasions,  we 
emphasized  that  the  international  work- 
ing class,  particularly  in  the  U.S..  must 
stand  for  the  defense  of  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq  against  the  U.S..  while  politically 
opposing  the  Taliban  reactionaries  and 
Saddam  Hussein’s  bloody  capitalist 
regime.  We  rai.sed  the  call  for  class  strug- 
gle against  the  capitalist  rulers  at  home. 
Today,  workers  must  also  take  a side: 
against  the  occupiers  and  their  allies.  Any 
setback  for  the  imperialist  aggressors 
redounds  against  the  same  ruling  class 
that  is  looting,  fleecing  and  shredding  the 
continued  on  page  1 1 
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Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrants!  No  Deportations! 


South  Africa:  Mobilize  Trade  Unions 
Against  Anti-Immigrant  Terror! 


JOHANNESBURG.  May 
19 — As  pogromist  allacks 
against  immigrants  continue 
into  their  second  week.  22 
people  in  the  Johannesburg 
area  have  been  killed,  ac- 
cording to  official  figures, 
and  many  more  maimed  and  raped,  while 
thousands  have  been  driven  from  their 
houses,  shacks  and  shops.  Three  people 
have  been  burned  to  death.  The  attacks 
began  on  May  1 1 in  Alexandra,  an  impov- 
erished black  township  of  several  hundred 
thousand  people,  as  mobs  targeted  immi- 
grants mainly  from  Zimbabwe.  Mozam- 


Break  with  the  Tripartite  Alliance! 

For  a Black-Centered  Workers  Government! 


bique  and  Malawi.  Later  in  the  week,  the 
attacks  spread  to  Diepsloot  and  other 
townships  before  erupting  in  Johannes- 
burg's central  business  district  yesterday. 

In  the  midst  of  the  anti-immigrant  ter- 
ror. Spartacist  South  Africa,  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League, 
issued  a leaflet  calling  for  the  country's 


powerful  trade  unions  to  mobilise  in 
defence  of  immigrants  and  to  unite  all  the 
poor  in  a fight  for  jobs  and  quality  hous- 
ing for  all.  It  was  distributed  at  a May 
17  rally  that  drew  a few  hundred  peo- 
ple protesting  rising  food  prices,  the 
Zimbabwe  elections  and  xenophobia. 
The  rally  was  called  by  the  Congress  of 


South  African  Trade  Unions 
(COSATU)  and  backed  by 
the  South  African  Commu- 
nist Party  (S  ACP).  the  Anti- 
Privatisation  Forum  and 
other  reformist  and  liberal 
organisations. 

Even  government  spokesmen  ac- 
knowledge that  the  root  cause  of  the 
pogroms  lies  in  anger  over  the  desper- 
ate conditions  in  the  townships  that  per- 
sist 14  years  after  the  demise  of  apart- 
heid. But  it  is  the  Tripartite  Alliance 
government  of  the  African  National 
continued  on  page  9 


Ever  since  the  government  of  Fidel 
Castro  expropriated  the  capitalist  class  in 
Cuba  in  1960,  establishing  a bureaucrati- 
cally deformed  workers  stale,  the  U.S, 
ruling  class  has  worked  relentlessly  to 
overthrow  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  re- 
establish the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie— from  the  1961  Playa  Gir6n  (Bay  of 
Pigs)  invasion  to  repeated  attempts  to 
assassinate  Castro;  from  funding  counter- 
revolutionary terrorists  in  Miami  to  the 
ongoing  economic  embargo.  The  elimina- 
tion of  capitalist  class  rule  in  Cuba  led  to 
enormous  gains  for  its  working  people. 
The  centralized  planned  economy  guar- 
anteed everyone  a Job.  decent  housing, 
food  and  education.  Cubans  now  enjoy 
one  of  the  highest  literacy  rates  in  the 
world.  The  revolution  especially  bene- 
fited women:  domination  of  the  Catholic 
church  was  broken,  and  abortion  is  a 
free  health  service.  Despite  the  crippling 
effects  of  the  U.S.  blockade,  the  free 
health  care  system  is  still  far  and  away 
the  best  in  economically  underdeveloped 
countries.  Infant  mortality  is  lower  than 
in  parts  of  the  “First  World,"  and  Cuba 
has  more  doctors  and  teachers  per  capita 
than  just  about  anywhere  in  the  world. 

As  Trotskyists  (i.e..  genuine  Marxists), 
we  stand  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Cuban  deformed  workers 
state  against  imperialist  attack  and  capi- 
talist counterrevolution — as  we  do  for  the 
other  remaining  deformed  workers  states 
of  China.  North  Korea  and  Vietnam.  We 
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Cuban  masses  celebrate  2008  May  Day  at  Havana's  Revolution  Square. 


oppose  the  U.S.  economic  embargo,  a 
blatant  act  of  war.  and  demand  the  imme- 
diate withdrawal  of  U.S.  forces  from 
Guantdnamo  Bay.  We  fully  support  Cuba's 
right  to  trade  and  have  diplomatic  relations 


with  capitalist  stales.  However,  we  recog- 
nize that  a wing  of  the  U.S.  imperialists, 
represented  by  the  likes  of  Democratic 
politician  Barack  Obama,  looks  to  relaxing 
the  trade  embargo  and  diplomatic  isolation 


of  Cuba  as  a more  effective  means  to 
subvert  the  Cuban  deformed  workers 
stale.  This  has  long  been  the  policy  of  the 
West  European  and  Canadian  rulers.  Our 
continued  on  page  4 


For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 

Hands  Off 

San  Francisco  Eight! 

Another  outrageous  chapter  in  the 
decades-long  government  vendetta  against 
former  members  of  the  Black  Panther 
Party  and  the  Black  Liberation  Army 
(BLA)  was  opened  in  January  2007. 
when  police  charged  eight  former  Pan- 
thers. including  two  already  in  prison,  with 
the  1971  murder  of  San  Francisco  police 
officer  John  Young,  as  well  as  conspiring 
to  kill  police  officers  between  1968  and 
1973  as  members  of  the  BLA.  Those 
charged  were  Richard  Brown.  Richard 
O'Neal.  Francisco  Torres,  Ray  Boudreaux, 
Henry  W.  (Hank)  Jones.  Harold  Tay- 
lor. Herman  Bell  and  Jalil  Muntaqim 
(Anthony  Bottom).  Ronald  Stanley  Bridge- 
forth  is  still  being  sought.  This  January, 
the  conspiracy  charges  were  dropped 
against  five  due  to  the  California  statute 
of  limitations,  but  because  the  other  three 
were  “out-of-state"  (i.e.,  imprisoned!),  they 
are  still  charged!  While  charges  were 
dropped  against  Richard  O'Neal  in  Feb- 


ruary. seven  of  the  men  still  face  murder 
charges. 

For  37  years  the  state  has  relentlessly 
tried  to  pin  the  murder  on  these  men.  In 
1973,  charges  brought  against  John  Bow- 
man (who  recently  died).  Harold  Taylor 
and  Ruben  Scott  (now  thought  to  be 
a government  witness)  were  obtained 
through  torture  by  the  New  Orleans  police, 
including  through  beatings  and  the  plac- 
ing of  electric  probes  on  their  genitals 
and  an  electric  cattle  prod  in  each  man's 
anus.  In  1975  the  charges  were  dismissed 
after  the  government's  concealment  of 
the  grisly  coercion  was  revealed,  but 
year  after  year  the  prosecutors  continued 
pursuing  indictments.  Drop  the  charges 
against  the  San  Francisco  Eight! 

Attorney  Stuart  Hanlon,  representing 
Herman  Bell,  compared  the  state  of  Cal- 
ifornia's collusion  with  the  FBI  in  engi- 
neering the  cover-up  of  evidence  in  this 
case  to  the  27-year  imprisonment  of  for- 
mer Black  Panther  leader  Geronimo  ji 
Jaga  (Pratt),  whom  he  also  represented. 
Pratt  was  a target  of  the  FBI's  murderous 
COINTELPRO  campaign,  convicted  for  a 


Defeat  Imperialism  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Writing  amid  the  carnage  of  the  first 
interimperialist  world  war,  Rosa  Litxemburg 
underlined  in  "The  Crisis  in  the  German 
Social  Democracy,"  written  in  April  J915 
under  the  pseudonym  Junius  while  she  was 
in  prison  for  antiwar  activity,  that  there  can 
be  no  "peaceful"  development  of  capital- 
ism. At  the  time  a leader  of  the  revolution- 
ary wing  of  the  German  Social  Democracy, 
whose  chauvinist  leaders  supported  German 
imperialism  in  the  war,  Licxemburg  along  with 
Karl  Liebknecht  went  on  to  found  the  Spartakusbund  and.  in  late  1918,  the  German  Com- 
munist Party.  They  were  both  murdered  in  January  1919  by  the  reactionary  Freikorps  as 
part  of  the  Social  Democratic  government 's  .suppression  of  the  Spartakist  uprising. 

The  proletarian  movement  cannot  reconquer  the  place  it  deserves  by  means  of 
Utopian  advice  and  projects  for  weakening,  taming  or  quelling  imperialism  within  cap- 
italism by  means  of  panial  reforms.  The  real  problem  that  the  world  war  has  placed 
before  the  Socialist  parties,  upon  whose  solution  the  future  of  the  working  class  move- 
ment depends,  is  the  readiness  of  the  proletarian  masses  to  act  in  the  fight  against 
imperialism... 

Imperialism,  with  all  its  brutal  policy  of  force,  with  the  incessant  chain  of  social  catas- 
trophe that  it  itself  provokes,  is.  to  be  sure,  a historic  necessity  for  the  ruling  classes  of 
the  present  world.  Yet  nothing  could  be  more  detrimental  than  that  the  proletariat  should 
derive,  from  the  present  war.  the  slightest  hope  or  illusion  of  the  possibility  of  an  idyl- 
lic and  peaceful  development  of  capitalism.... 

Historic  development  moves  in  contradictions,  and  for  every  necessity  puts  its  oppo- 
site into  the  world  as  well.  The  capitalist  stale  of  society  is  doubtless  a historic  neces- 
sity. but  so  also  is  the  revolt  of  the  working  class  against  it.  Capital  is  a historic  neces- 
sity. but  in  the  same  measure  is  its  grave  digger,  the  Socialist  proletariat.  The  world 
rule  of  imperialism  is  a historic  necessity,  but  likewise  its  overthrow  by  the  proletarian 
international.  Side  by  side  the  two  historic  necessities  exist,  in  constant  conflict  with 
each  other.  And  ours  is  the  necessity  of  Socialism.  Our  necessity  receives  its  justifica- 
tion with  the  moment  when  the  capitalist  class  ceases  to  be  the  bearer  of  historic 
progress,  when  it  becomes  a hindrance,  a danger,  to  the  future  development  of  society. 
That  capitalism  has  reached  this  stage  the  present  world  war  has  revealed. 

— Rosa  Luxemburg,  The  Junius  Pamphlet:  The  Crisis  in 
the  German  Social  Democracy  (1916) 
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Richard  Brown, 
Hank  Jones, 
Ray  Boudreaux  (at 
microphone)  and 
Francisco  Torres 
of  San  Francisco 
Eight  address  April 
19  united-front 
Mumia  protest  in 
Oakland  initiated 
by  PDC  and  Labor 
Black  League. 
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crime  that  the  state  knew  he  iJid  not  com- 
mit. He  won  his  freedom  in  1997. 

The  PDC  has  sent  a letter  of  protest  to 
the  California  governor  and  contributed 
to  the  SF8  defense.  Make  checks  payable 
to  Agape/CDHR  and  send  to:  Committee 
for  the  Defense  of  Human  Rights,  P.O. 
Box  90221,  Pasadena.  CA  91109.  Go  to 
www.freethesf8.org  for  the  SF8’s  next 
court  date,  to  be  held  at  850  Bryant 
Street.  Courtroom  23  in  San  Francisco. 


Parole  Denied- 
Free  the  MOVE 
Prisoners! 

Two  more  of  the  eight  surviving 
MOVE  9 prisoners,  Eddie  Africa  and 
Michael  Africa,  have  vindictively  been 
denied  parole  after  enduring  some  30 
years  in  the  hellish  Pennsylvania  prison 
system.  In  April.  Debbie  Africa.  Janine 
Africa  and  Janet  Africa  were  turned 
down.  Phil  Africa  and  Delbert  Africa  are 
still  awaiting  decisions,  and  Chuck 
Africa  is  eligible  for  review  later  this 
year.  Merle  Africa  died  in  prison  in 
1998.  The  MOVE  9.  members  of  a radi- 
cal back-to-nature  group  that  proclaimed 
the  right  to  armed  self-defense,  were 
sentenced  to  30  to  100  years  in  a frame- 
up  trial  for  the  ‘‘crime"  of  surviving  a 
horrendous  police  attack  on  their  home 
(see  "Parole  Hearing  Approaches:  Free 
the  MOVE  Prisoners!"  WV  No.  910,  14 
March).  The  MOVE  prisoners  are  inno- 
cent and  should  not  have  spent  a day  in 
jail.  We  demand  the  immediate,  uncondi- 
tional release  of  the  MOVE  prisoners! 

Letters  demanding  freedom  for  the 
MOVE  prisoners  should  be  sent  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Board  of  Probation  and 
Parole,  1101  South  Front  Street,  Suite 
5100.  Harrisburg.  PA  17104-2517.  The 
names  for  each  of  the  commissioners  are 
at:  www.pbpp.state.pa.us.  Copies  of  let- 
ters should  be  sent  to;  William  Phillips 
Africa.  AM  4984.  SCI-Dallas,  1000  Fol- 
lies Road.  Dallas.  PA  18612-0286. 


Drop  Charges 
Against  Michael  and 
Evelyn  Warren! 

On  21  June  2007,  well-known  black 
civil  rights  lawyer  Michael  Tarif  Warren 
and  his  wife,  Evelyn  Warren,  also  a law- 
yer, were  repeatedly  punched  and  then 
arrested  for  witnessing  and  protesting  a 
cop  attack  on  a black  youth  in  a McDon- 
ald's parking  lot  in  Brooklyn.  They  were 
outrageously  charged  with  obstructing 
government  administration,  resisting  arrest 
and  disorderly  conduct.  Michael  Warren 
pointed  out  that  what  happened  to  him  and 
his  wife  “is  just  an  example  of  what  is  hap- 
pening in  this  city  every  day.” 

It  is  no  accident  that  Michael  Warren, 
who  has  a long  history  of  representing 
former  Black  Panthers  and  other  vic- 
tims of  racist  cop  terror,  is  targeted,  He 
represented  the  family  of  25-year-old 
Michael  Stewart,  beaten  to  death  by  New 
York  cops  in  1983  after  being  arrested 


for  spray  painting  graffiti,  and  Yvonne 
Smallwood,  who  was  beaten  and  died 
in  police  custody  in  1987.  He  also  rep- 
resented Abner  Louima.  who  was  vi- 
ciously sodomized  with  a broomstick  by 
NYPD  cops  in  1997.  and  was  instru- 
mental in  the  2002  exoneration  of  five 
black  teenagers  who  completed  terms  of 
seven  to  13  years  in  prison  after  being 
falsely  convicted  of  raping  a young  woman 
in  the  1989  case  known  as  the  "Central 
Park  Jogger." 

The  PDC  sent  protest  letters  to  Mayor 
Bloomberg  and  the  D.A.’s  office  right 
after  the  Warrens'  arrest  demanding  that 
all  charges  be  dropped.  The  trial  is  sched- 
uled to  begin  June  16  at  the  Criminal 
Court  Building  at  1 20  Schermerhom  Street 
in  Brooklyn.  We  encourage  all  fighters 
against  racist  injustice  to  come  out! 


William  Farrington 


Civil  rights  lawyer  Michael  Warren, 
lip  swollen  by  police  beating,  and 
his  wife  Evelyn  after  their  arrest  for 
protesting  cop  attack  on  a black 
youth  in  Brooklyn. 


Charges  Dropped 
Against  Larry  Hales 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  on  April 
22  all  charges  were  dropped  against 
Larry  Hales,  a leader  of  the  Denver 
branch  of  Fight  Imperialism,  Stand  To- 
gether (FIST),  a contributing  editor  to 
Workers  World  newspaper  and  an  organ- 
izer against  police  brutality.  After  Hales 
was  assaulted  by  ten  Denver  cops  in 
his  home  last  November,  he  was  charged 
with  interfering  with  the  police.  The  PDC 
wrote  a letter  of  protest  and  made  a con- 
tribution to  his  defense. 

* * * 

We  encourage  WV  readers  to  support 
and  build  the  PDC.  a class-struggle,  non- 
sectarian legal  and  social  defense  organi- 
zation which  champions  cases  and  causes 
in  the  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  work- 
ing people.  This  purpose  is  in  accordance 
with  the  political  views  of  the  Sparta- 
cist League.  Become  a monthly  sustain- 
ing contributor.  Send  a donation  of  $5  or 
more  and  receive  a subscription  to  Class- 
Struggle  Defense  Notes.  Send  contribu- 
tions to;  Partisan  Defense  Committee. 
P.O.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New 
York.  NY  10013.  Visit  the  PDC’s  Web 
site  at  www.partisandefense.org- ■ 
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Fired  by  Company,  Betrayed  by  Union  Tops 


Aflen  Bradley  photos 

Left:  Cop  called  in  by  UAW  officials  orders  Allen  Bradley  (at  right)  and  others  of  Freightliner  Five  out  of  union  hall  in  North  Carolina. 
Right:  Bradley  Is  arrested. 


Reinstate  Freightliner  Five  Now! 


Fired  for  leading  a strike  in  April 
2007.  five  activists  in  United  Auto 
Workers  (UAW)  Local  3520  at  the 
Daimler-owned  Freightliner  truck 
manufacturing  plant  in  Cleveland, 
North  Carolina,  have  been  fighting 
since  then  to  win  back  their  jobs. 
Known  as  the  “Freightliner  Five.”  Robert 
Whiteside.  Allen  Bradley,  Franklin  Tor- 
rence, Glenna  Swinford  and  David  Crisco 
were  all  members  of  the  local’s  eleven- 
person  bargaining  committee  that  initi- 
ated the  walkout  after  the  company  tried 
to  foist  a giveback  contract  on  them. 
With  the  battle  lines  drawn,  the  UAW 
International  stepped  in  to  do  the  com- 
pany’s dirty  work,  sabotaging  the  strike 
and  then  launching  a campaign  to  drive 
the  Five  out  of  the  union.  All  of  labor 
should  take  up  the  cause  of  the  Freight- 
liner Five  and  demand  the  reinstatement 
of  their  jobs  and  restoration  of  their 
union  membership  and  offices.  A victory 
in  this  struggle  would  further  the  cause  of 
organizing  the  open  shop  South. 

With  the  legal  proceedings  to  regain 
their  jobs  stalled  in  arbitration,  the  Five 
have  toured  the  country  in  recent  months 
to  build  solidarity.  In  response,  union 
locals  have  passed  motions  in  support  of 
the  Freightliner  Five  and  a number  of 
labor  officials,  including  the  AFL-CIO's 
head  in  South  Carolina,  have  spoken  out 
on  their  behalf.  But  there  has  been  no 
real  defense  campaign  by  the  labor  move- 
ment, including  by  mobilizing  union  mem- 
bers in  the  region,  on  behalf  of  the  Freight- 
liner Five. 

Meanwhile,  surrounded  by  the  likes  of 
Ellis  Boal,  a contemptible  union-suing 
lawyer  with  the  social-democratic  Labor 
Notes,  and  the  reformist  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO),  the  Freight- 
liner Five  two  weeks  ago  filed  a lawsuit 
against  the  UAW  in  federal  court,  an  act 
counlerposed  to  their  own  defense  and 
their  fight  for  union  struggle.  We  oppose 
on  principle  suing  the  unions  based  on 
our  opposition  to  any  intervention  by  the 
capitalist  state  into  the  labor  movement. 
Inviting  the  class  enemy  to  meddle  in  the 
labor  movement  opens  the  unions  up  for 
control  by  the  bosses.  In  this  case,  the 


CORRECTION 

In  “International  Protests  De- 
mand; Mumia  Must  Be  Freed  Now!” 
(WV  No.  913,  25  April),  the  speaker 
for  the  Pan  Afrikan  Society  Commu- 
nity Forum  at  the  London  united- 
front  protest  held  April  1 9 was  incor- 
rectly cited  as  Brother  Ras  Bob.  The 
speaker  was  Brother  Ras  Lloyd. 


No  to  Lawsuit  Against  UAW! 
Government  Out  of  the  Unions! 


judge  moved  quickly  to  order  Local  3520 
to  produce  financial  records  and  other 
documents.  Labor  must  clean  its  own 
house!  Capitalist  government  and  state 
agencies  out  of  the  unions! 

The  UAW  bureaucrats’  betrayal  of  the 
Freightliner  Five  stems  from  the  union 
tops'  class  collaboralionism.  Ever  since 
the  plant’s  opening  in  1989,  the  volunteer 
organizing  committee,  which  included 
four  of  the  Five,  had  worked  tirelessly 
to  bring  in  the  UAW.  Local  3520  was 


auto  bosses  slash  jobs  and  shut  down 
plants,  the  UAW  bureaucracy  rails  against 
the  “outsourcing"  of  jobs,  peddling  poi- 
sonous protectionist  chauvinism.  This  has 
served  to  defeat  one  strike  after  another, 
including  by  granting  concessions  to  make 
U.S.  companies  more  “competitive.”  For 
example,  ending  a 12-week  strike  at 
American  Axle,  the  UAW  tops  signed  a 
tentative  sellout  agreement  containing 
massive  wage  cuts,  plant  closures  and 
other  concessions.  The  way  forward  is  to 


Franklin  Torrence, 
Robert  Whiteside, 
Allen  Bradley  and 
Glenna  Swinford 
of  the  Freightliner 
Five  outside  UAW 
Local  3520 
union  hall. 


finally  founded  in  2003  after  wage  cuts 
and  health  benefit  cost  increases  spurred 
workers  to  join  the  union.  But  unknown  to 
the  workers,  the  UAW  International  had 
brokered  a secret  “pre-agreement”  with 
the  company,  granting  significant  wage 
and  benefit  concessions  in  exchange  for  a 
pledge  of  management  “neutrality”  in  its 
organizing  efforts  at  Freightliner’s  Caro- 
lina plants.  At  the  time.  UAW  head  Ste- 
phen Yokich  sat  on  the  DaimlerChrysler 
board  of  directors,  as  did  his  successor 
Ron  Gettelfinger  until  Daimler  sold  off 
Chrysler  last  spring. 

Preaching  reliance  on  company  “neu- 
trality” while  tying  the  workers  to  the  class 
enemy,  especially  through  support  to  the 
capitalist  Democratic  Party,  the  UAW 
tops  oppose  wielding  the  sort  of  class- 
struggle  tactics  that  built  the  union  in  the 
first  place;  mass  pickets,  sit-down  strikes, 
secondary  labor  boycotts.  As  the  U.S. 


engage  in  class  struggle  and  to  forge 
bonds  of  international  labor  solidarity. 

At  the  Cleveland  Freightliner  plant,  the 
UAW  tops  stabbed  their  own  organizers 
in  the  back  to  enforce  the  sweetheart  pre- 
agreement deal!  The  year  2006  was  one 
of  record  profits  for  the  company.  But 
when  the  first  contract  expired  in  early 
2007,  the  terms  of  this  pre-agreement  still 
applied.  With  national  contract  negotia- 
tions looming  at  the  Big  Three  auto- 
makers. then  including  DaimlerChrysler. 
the  UAW  International  worked  behind  the 
scenes  with  the  company  to  shove  a new 
giveback  contract  down  the  throats  of  the 
Freightliner  workers. 

However,  the  local  bargaining  commit- 
tee solidly  rejected  the  company’s  “final 
offer."  which  left  many  health  and  safety 
issues  unsettled  at  a plant  where  workers 
face  dangerous  working  conditions  and 
high  injury  rales.  Among  the  concessions 


was  a two-tier  wage  structure,  which 
pits  newer  workers  against  those  with 
more  seniority.  Such  multi-tier  schemes 
also  go  hand  in  hand  with  racist  dis- 
crimination. At  the  Cleveland  plant, 
almost  all  the  “top  tier”  jobs  are 
worked  by  white  men,  and  manage- 
ment regularly  attempts  to  reinforce  divi- 
sions along  racial  and  gender  lines. 
Against  the  labor  bureaucrats’  accommo- 
dation of  such  discrimination,  the  unions 
must  fight  to  smash  the  bosses’  schemes 
to  pit  workers  against  each  other. 

When  Freightliner  broke  off  negotia- 
tions and  informed  workers  that  they  no 
longer  had  the  protection  of  a union  con- 
tract. the  local  bargaining  committee  ini- 
tiated the  walkout.  With  the  International 
refusing  to  sanction  the  strike.  Local  3520 
president  George  Drexel  sent  a voice  mail 
message  to  workers  calling  it  off.  Soon 
after,  Freightliner  terminated  the  eleven 
members  of  the  bargaining  committee. 
Six  of  the  eleven  were  later  allowed  to 
return  to  their  jobs,  but  only  after  sign- 
ing “model  employee”  agreements  and 
a statement  that  they  had  been  misled 
by  the  Five  into  calling  the  strike.  Mean- 
while, workers  rejected  the  proposed  con- 
tract. which  didn't  include  the  health 
and  safety  gains  sought  by  the  bargaining 
committee.  To  get  it  passed.  Freightliner 
announced  layoffs  and  Drexel  & Co. 
orchestrated  a second  vote  on  company 
property,  from  which  the  Five  were  barred. 

Acting  as  an  agent  of  the  Interna- 
tional, Drexel  ramped  up  the  attacks  on 
the  Five.  There  was  an  attempt  to  suspend 
them  from  union  office  in  an  internal 
union  trial  last  November.  But  they  were 
acquitted,  showing  the  wide  support  for 
these  union  leaders  among  the  member- 
ship. Earlier  this  year,  Drexel  brazenly 
announced  that  the  Five  were  no  longer 
union  members  in  good  standing,  even 
though  they  had  earlier  verified  with  the 
local  treasurer  that  their  back  dues  were 
paid.  He  barred  them  from  the  February 
16  local  meeting,  and  even  called  in  cops 
to  eject  them.  Allen  Bradley  was  arrested 
for  trespassing  and  still  faces  jail  time. 
This  is  an  outrage!  The  union-busting 
cops,  the  enforcers  of  racist  American 
capitalism,  have  no  place  at  a union  meet- 
ing or  in  the  labor  movement.  Drop  the 
charges  now!  Cops  out  of  the  unions! 

With  the  International  endlessly  delay- 
ing an  internal  union  appeal  to  restore 
their  membership,  the  Freightliner  Five 
filed  suit  in  the  capitalist  courts  to  com- 
pel the  union  to  reinstate  them.  Make 
no  mistake:  the  cops  and  courts  are  both 
direct  agents  of  the  class  enemy,  the  core 
components  of  the  capitalist  state,  which 
continued  on  page  II 
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Cuba... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

defense  of  (he  Cuban  Revolution  is  prem- 
ised on  our  proletarian  internationalism, 
centrally  including  the  fight  for  socialist 
revolution  in  (he  U.vS.  and  other  advanced 
capitalist  countries. 

The  Cuban  regime  headed  by  Fidel  Cas- 
tro and  now  stewarded  by  his  brother  Raul 
is  fundamentally  nationalist,  pursuing  the 
Stalinist  dogma  of  building  “socialism  in 
one  country"  and  thus  denying  the  need  for 
proletarian  revolution  internationally,  not 
only  elsewhere  in  Latin  America  but  par- 
ticularly in  the  advanced  capitalist  world, 
including  the  United  States.  As  we  will 
explain  below,  the  Cuban  regime,  as  in  the 
cases  of  Chile  and  Nicaragua,  repeatedly 
opposed  (he  need  to  overturn  capitalist 
property  relations. 

The  Cuban  regime  is  qualitatively  simi- 
lar to  the  one  that  emerged  in  the  Soviet 
Union  after  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
usurped  political  power  in  a political  coun- 
terrevolution that  began  in  1924  and  was 
consolidated  over  the  next  several  years. 
After  (he  Cuban  Revolution,  the  Revolu- 
tionary Tendency  (RT)  in  the  American 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  fought  for 
(his  programmatic  understanding  against 
the  SWP  party  majority,  which  uncriti- 
cally embraced  alien  class  forces  in 
the  form  of  the  petty-bourgeois  guerrillas 
led  by  Castro  and  Che  Guevara.  The  RT 
and  its  successor,  the  Spartacist  League, 
were  unique  in  maintaining  that  Cuba 
had  become  a bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  state  in  the  summer-fall  of 
1960.  Further  progress  toward  socialism 
would  require  an  additional  revolution,  a 
proletarian  political  revolution  to  sweep 
away  the  Castro  bureaucracy,  establishing 
organs  of  workers  democracy  and  install- 
ing a revolutionary  internationalist  re- 
gime. As  a document  submitted  by  the  RT 
to  the  1963  SWP  convention  asserted: 
'The  Cuban  Revolution  has  exposed  the 
vast  inroads  of  revisionism  upon  our 
movement.  On  the  pretext  of  defen.se  of 
the  Cuban  Revolution,  in  itself  an  obliga- 
tion for  our  movement,  full  unconditional 
and  uncritical  support  has  been  given  to 
the  Castro  government  and  leadership, 
despite  its  petit-bourgeois  nature  and 
bureaucratic  behavior.  Yet  the  record 
of  the  regime's  opposition  to  the  demo- 
cratic rights  of  the  Cuban  workers  and 
peasants  is  clear:  bureaucratic  ouster  of 
the  democratically-elected  leaders  of  the 
labor  movement  and  their  replacement  by 
Stalinist  hacks;  suppression  of  the  Trot- 
skyist press;  proclamation  of  the  single- 
party system;  and  much  else.  This  record 
Stands  side  by  side  with  enormous  initial 
social  and  economic  accomplishments  of 
the  Cuban  Revolution.  Thus.  Trotskyists 
arc  at  once  the  most  militant  and  uncon- 
ditional defenders  against  imperialism  of 
both  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  of  the 
deformed  workers'  state  which  has  issued 
therefrom.  But  Trotskyists  cannot  give 
confidence  and  political  support,  however 
critical,  to  a governing  regime  hostile  to 
the  most  elementary  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  workers'  democracy,  even  if  our 
tactical  approach  is  not  as  toward  a hard- 
ened bureaucratic  caste." 

—"Toward  Rebirth  of  the 
Fourth  International.” 
reprinted  in  Spartacist  No.  1. 
February-March  1964 
Forty-five  years  on.  this  Trotskyist  anal- 
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ysis  and  program  has  stood  the  test  of 
time.  The  bulk  of  the  pseudo-Trotskyists 
enthused  over  Castro;  a few,  like  the  late 
Gerry  Healy’s  Socialist  Labour  League 
in  Britain  in  the  1960s.  denied  that  capi- 
talism had  been  overthrown  in  Cuba.  But 
yesterday's  cheerleaders  for  assorted  Sta- 
linist bureaucrats  have  gone  on  to  Join  the 
imperialists’  anti-Communist  crusades  for 
"democracy.”  Thus  the  SWP.  which  has 
long  since  explicitly  repudiated  Trotsky- 
ism. along  with  its  offshoots  like  Socialist 
Action  (SA)  and  its  former  international 
allies  in  the  United  Secretariat  (USec). 
enlisted  in  U.S.  imperialism’s  drive  to 
destroy  (he  Soviet  Union,  openly  backing 
the  forces  of  anti-Communist  reaction. 
So.  too,  did  the  Militant  tendency  of  Ted 
Grant,  the  precursor  of  the  International 
Marxist  Tendency  (IMT)  led  by  Alan 
Woods,  which  today  presents  itself  as  the 
“Trotskyists"  in  Cuba.  As  regards  Cuba 
today,  all  these  forces  either  continue  to 
give  political  support  to  the  Castro  regime 
or.  worse,  attack  it  from  the  right. 

The  question  of  Trotskyism  and  of  (he 
role  of  Leon  Trotsky  himself — co-leader 
with  Lenin  of  the  1917  October  Revolu- 
tion— has  in  recent  years  been  the  subject 
of  some  discussion  in  academic  and  other 
circles  in  Cuba.  For  example,  four  years 
ago  the  Cuban  journal  Temns  (No.  39-40. 
October-December  2004)  included  a 
debate  on  the  subject  “Why  Did  Eastern 
European  Socialism  Fall?”  in  which  sev- 
eral participants  pointed  positively  to  Trot- 
sky's criticisms  of  the  rise  of  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy.  Early  this  year.  Trotsky's 
seminal  book  analyzing  the  rise  of  Stalin- 
ism. The  Revolution  Betrayed,  was  pre- 
sented to  an  overflow  crowd  at  the  Havana 
Book  Fair.  Celia  Hart — the  daughter  of 
Haydee  Santamaria  and  Armando  Hart, 
two  historic  leaders  of  the  Cuban  Revolu- 
tion— has  published  and  spoken  out  on 
the  island  as  a professed  supporter  both 
of  Trotskyism  and  of  the  Cuban  regime. 

It  is  crucial  that  youth  and  others  seek- 
ing a genuine  revolutionary  road  study  and 
assimilate  the  revolutionary  internationalist 
program  of  Trotskyism,  which  stands  in 
sharp  counterposiiion  to  the  revisionism  of 
the  SWP.  SA.  USec.  the  IMT  et  al.  That 
requires  a review  of  Trotsky’s  theory  of  per- 
manent revolution  and  the  real  history  of  (he 
Cuban  Revolution  and  the  Castro  regime. 

The  Fight  for  Trotskyism 
in  the  SWP 

Following  the  1959  victory  of  Castro’s 
forces,  the  SWP  majority  lionized  Castro 


and  Guevara  as  “unconscious  Trotskyists.” 
Week  after  week,  the  SWP  paper,  the  Mili- 
luni,  uncritically  reprinted  their  speeches. 
According  to  the  SWP.  Cuba  had  evolved 
from  a ’'workers  and  farmers  government" 
into  a healthy  workers  state  of  qualita- 
tively the  same  order  as  the  Soviet  work- 
ers state  under  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  As  the 
RT  pointed  out  in  a 1960  document,  this 
was  a “’workers’  and  farmers’  government’ 
in  which  there  are  no  workers  or  farm- 
ers and  no  representative.s  of  independent 
workers'  and  farmers’  parties!"  (“The 
Cuban  Revolution  and  Marxist  Theory,” 
reprinted  in  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  8). 

The  SWP  line  on  the  Cuban  Revolution 
mirrored  a wave  of  revisionism  a decade 
earlier  in  the  Fourth  International  (FI).  The 
FI.  which  was  founded  under  Trotsky’s 
leadership  in  1938,  had  been  profoundly 
disoriented  by  the  post-WWII  overturns  of 
capitalism  under  Stalinist  leadership.  Mao 
Zedong's  peasant-based  People’s  Libera- 
tion Army  seized  power  from  the  col- 
lapsing bourgeois  Guomindang  of  Chiang 
Kai-shek  in  1949.  leading  to  (he  establish- 
ment of  a deformed  workers  slate.  Similar 
pea.sant-based  social  overturns  led  by  Sta- 
linist forces  triumphed  in  Yugoslavia.  North 
Korea  and  North  Vietnam  (extended  to  the 
South  in  1 975  after  the  defeat  of  U.S.  impe- 
rialism by  the  Vietnamese  workers  and 
peasants).  Capitalism  was  overturned  in 
several  states  in  East  and  Central  Europe 
under  Soviet  occupation  following  the  Sec- 
ond World  War.  While  different  processes 
took  place  m each  of  these  various  coun- 
tries. what  they  all  had  in  common  was  the 
absence  of  the  working  class  contending 
for  stale  power.  The  result  was  the  creation 
of  bureaucratically  deformed  workers  states. 

However.  Michel  Pablo,  then  head  of 
the  FI.  responded  to  the  postwar  social 
overturns  by  repudiating  the  central  impor- 
tance of  a conscious  revolutionary  leader- 
ship. Pablo  asserted  that  “the  objective 
process  is  in  the  final  analysis  the  sole 
determining  factor.”  Supposedly  the  “ob- 
jective dynamic”  ensured  an  increasingly 
favorable  relationship  of  forces,  and  in  this 
context  the  Stalinized  Communist  parties 
“retain  the  possibility  in  certain  circum- 
stances of  roughly  outlining  a revolution- 
ary orientation.”  Pablo  projected  “cen- 
turies" of  deformed  workers  stales.  The 
Trotskyists  were  relegated  to  liquidating 
into  or  at  best  being  pressure  groups  on 
various  Stalinist  or  Social  Democratic  par- 
ties. This  revisionism  led  to  the  destruction 
of  the  Fourth  International  in  1951-53.  The 
Pabloite  revisionists  were  fought  by  the 
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Castro’s  petty-bourgeois  rebel  forces  enter  Havana, . 

Right:  Cuban  militiaman  guards  expropriated  U.S.  oil  refinery,  1960. 
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SWP  and  its  leader.  James  Cannon,  albeit 
belatedly,  partially,  and  essentially  on  the 
SWP’s  national  terrain.  In  1 953.  the  SWP 
and  other  anti-Pabloite  forces  internation- 
ally split  from  Pablo  (see  “Genesis  of 
Pabloism."  Spartacist  No.  21.  Fall  1 972). 

But  with  the  unfolding  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution,  the  SWP  then  embraced 
Pablo’s  revisionism  and  carried  out  a 
“reunification”  with  Pablo’s  proldg^s  in  the 
“International  Secretariat.”  The  founding 
document  of  the  "United  Secretariat  of  the 
Fourth  Iniemational”  proclaimed: 

"As  I.F.  Stone,  the  acute  American  radi- 
cal journalist  observed  after  a trip  to 
Cuba,  the  revolutionaries  there  are 
'unconscious'  Trotskyists.  With  the  com- 
ing of  full  consciousness  among  these 
and  related  cuircnts.  Trotskyism  will 
become  a powerful  current." 

— "Dynamics  of  World  Revolution 
Today"  (1963) 

The  SWP  claimed  and  expected  that 
peasant-ba.sed  guerrilla  warfare  would  be 
the  wave  of  the  future  and  the  decisive 
means  to  overthrow  capitalism,  writing; 
"Along  the  road  of  a revolution  begin- 
ning with  simple  democratic  demands 
and  ending  in  (he  rupture  of  capitalist 
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property  relations,  guerrilla  warfare  con- 
ducted by  landless  peasant  and  semi- 
proletarian forces,  under  a leadership 
that  becomes  committed  to  carrying  the 
revolution  through  to  a conclusion,  can 
play  a decisive  role  in  undermining  and 
precipitating  the  downfall  of  a colonial 
or  semicoloniai  power.  This  is  one  of 
the  main  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  expe- 
rience since  the  second  world  war.  It 
must  be  consciously  incorporated  into 
the  strategy  of  building  revolutionary 
Marxist  parties  in  colonial  countries,” 

— SWP  Political  Committee. 

“For  Early  Reunification  of  the 
World  Trotskyist  Movement." 
SWP  Di.Kcu.vsion  Bulletin. 

Vol.  24.  No,  9 (April  1963) 

In  counterposition  to  the  SWP  major- 
ity. the  Revolutionary  Tendency  asserted 
in  the  programmatic  document.  "Toward 
Rebirth  of  the  Fourth  International.  Draft 
Resolution  on  the  World  Movement.”  sub- 
mitted to  the  1963  SWP  convention: 

“Experience  since  the  Second  World  War 
has  demonstrated  that  peasant-based 
guerilla  warfare  under  petit-bourgeois 
leadership  can  in  itself  lead  to  nothing 
more  than  an  anti-working-class  bureau- 
cratic regime.  The  creation  of  such  re- 
gimes has  come  about  under  the  con- 
ditions of  decay  of  imperialism,  the 
demoralization  and  disorientation  caused 
by  Stalinist  betrayals,  and  the  absence  of 
revolutionary  Marxist  leadership  of  the 
working  class.  Colonial  revolution  can 
have  an  unequivocally  progressive  sig- 
nificance only  under  such  leadership  of 
the  revolutionary  proletariat  For  Trot- 
skyists to  incorporate  into  their  strategy 
revisionism  on  the  proletarian  leadership 
in  the  revolution  is  a profound  nega- 
tion of  Marxism-Leninism  no  matter 
what  pious  wish  may  be  concurrently 
expressed  for  'building  revolutionary 
Marxist  parties  in  colonial  countries.’ 
Marxists  must  resolutely  oppose  any 
adventurist  acceptance  of  the  pcasant- 
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Free  the  Cuban  Five! 


International  Committee  for  the  Freedom  of  the  Cuban  5 photos 

The  Cuban  Five:  Antonio  Guerrero,  Fernando  Gonzalez,  Gerardo  Hernandez, 
Ramdn  Labahino  and  Rene  Gonzalez.  Below;  Cuban  Five  supporters  march  in 
September  2006  in  Washington,  O.C. 


V V' 

free  Cuban  Five 
Political  Prisoners 
1.  /Held  in  u.s.  Prisons 

i^xtradite  TerroHs  _^*yeiheF>ve.orQ  . 


— r 


Bush:  Free  the  Cuban  FiveL 

«nn  Harboring  Terrorist  Posada  Carrili^ 


National  Committee  to  Free  the  Cuban  Five 


The  Cuban  Five  have  now  been 
incarcerated  for  almost  ten  years. 
Three  Cuban  citizens  and  two  U.S. 
citizens  who  infiltrated  and  moni- 
tored violent  anti-communist  exile 
groups  in  Florida  in  order  to  stop 
terrorist  attacks  against  Cuba,  these 
men  were  arrested  in  1998  under 
the  Clinton  administration  on  bogus 
charges  of  conspiracy  to  commit 
espionage  and  murder,  as  well  as 
lesser  charges  like  failing  to  regis- 
ter as  agents  of  a foreign  power. 
After  being  tried  in  Miami,  a den  of 
counterrevolutionary  gusano  (worm) 
activities.  Gerardo  Hernandez  was 
sentenced  to  two  life  terms  plus  15 
years;  Antonio  Guerrero  and  Ramdn 
Labanino  to  life  plus  ten  and  18 
years,  respectively;  Fernando  Gon- 
zdlez  to  19  years:  and  Rend  Gonzd- 
lez  to  15  years.  They  are  held  in 
federal  maximum  security  pris- 
ons. separated  by  hundreds  of  miles 
from  loved  ones,  their  lawyers  and 
each  other.  As  Marxists,  we  demand 
immediate  freedom  for  the  Cuban 
Five,  whose  heroic  actions  were 
in  defense  of  the  Cuban  Revolution 
against  U.S.  imperialism  and  its 
counterrevolutionary  agents. 

From  the  CIA-backed  invasion 
at  the  Bay  of  Pigs  in  1961.  to  the 
repeated  attempts  on  Fidel  Castro’s 
life,  to  the  ongoing  starvation 
embargo,  the  U.S.  imperialists, 
under  both  Democratic  and  Republican 
administrations,  have  never  ceased  in 
their  drive  to  overthrow  the  Cuban 
Revolution.  In  2002.  Ana  Belen  Montes, 
a Defense  Intelligence  Agency  officer, 
was  sentenced  to  25  years  for  pass- 
ing military  information  to  the  Cuban 
government. 

In  their  drive  to  restore  capitalism  in 
Cuba,  the  U.S.  rulers  have  trained  terror- 
ists like  Orlando  Bosch  and  Luis  Posada 
Carriles.  who  engineered  the  1 976  bomb- 
ing of  a Cubana  airliner  that  killed  73 
people.  In  the  1 990s,  as  the  Cuban  govern- 
ment began  to  promote  tourism,  gusano 
groups  launched  a campaign  of  bomb- 
ings that  targeted  hotels  and  airport  buses 
in  an  attempt  to  cripple  the  economy. 
Posada  has  admitted  to  masterminding 
bombings  of  tourist  spots  in  Havana  in 
1997  that  killed  an  Italian  businessman. 
We  say:  Send  Posada  and  Bosch  back  to 


Cuba  to  be  tried  by  their  victims! 

It  was  in  the  context  of  such  terrorist 
activity  that  gusano  activities  were  being 
monitored  by  the  Cuban  Five,  three  of 
whom  were  veterans  of  Cuba’s  military 
campaign  in  Angola  that  in  the  1970s 
and  ‘80s  fought  the  U.S. -sponsored 
invasion  by  the  South  African  apart- 
heid regime.  In  June  1998.  the  Cuban 
government  shared  its  intelligence  on 
gusano  terrorist  activity  with  the  FBI. 
In  September  of  that  year,  the  FBI 
arrested  the  Cubans  instead  of  the 
CIA's  “ex”-employees. 

The  government  built  its  case  on  “con- 
spiracy to  commit  espionage”  charges, 
conspiracy  charges  being  the  hallmark  of 
political  witchhunts  when  the  govern- 
ment has  no  evidence  that  an  actual  crime 
has  been  committed.  Months  after  their 
arrest,  “conspiracy  to  commit  murder” 
was  tacked  on  to  the  charges  against 


Gerardo  Hemlndez  in  connection  with 
the  deaths  of  four  pilots  from  the  Broth- 
ers to  the  Rescue  gusano  outfit.  TTie  lat- 
ter were  shot  down  by  the  Cuban  air 
force  in  1996  after  repeatedly  and  pro- 
vocatively flying  into  Cuban  airspace  in 
a brazen  challenge  to  the  country’s  air 
defenses. 

Held  in  Miami,  the  trial  was  engulfed 
in  anti-communist  hysteria  and  intimi- 
dation of  anyone  not  toeing  the  gusano 
line  on  Cuba.  The  judge  refused  five 
defense  requests  for  a change  of  venue. 
During  jury  selection,  potential  jurors 
asked  to  be  excused,  fearing  the  conse- 
quences of  rendering  an  "unsatisfactory” 
verdict.  The  impaneled  jurors’  license 
plates  appeared  on  nightly  news  broad- 
casts. The  prosecution  claimed  that 
Guerrero,  who  worked  as  a janitor  at 
the  Boca  Chica  Naval  Air  Station  in 
Key  West,  had  endangered  secret  U.S. 


military  plans  by  watching  aircraft 
take  off  and  land  in  training  exer- 
cises. As  Guerrero's  lawyer  pointed 
out.  the  information  he  gathered 
"could’ve  been  published  in  the 
Miami  Herald''  So  inflamed  was 
the  atmosphere  that  the  jury  even 
convicted  Herndndez  of  conspiracy 
murder  charges  that  the  prosecution 
itself  had  already  concluded  would 
be  an  "insurmountable  hurdle”  to 
prove! 

In  2005.  a three-judge  panel  of 
the  Eleventh  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  Atlanta  threw  out  the 
2()01  convictions  and  ordered  a new 
trial  in  a new  venue  because  of  the 
“pervasive  community  prejudice" 
in  Miami.  The  Justice  Department 
under  Alberto  Gonzales  appealed 
for  a rehearing  by  the  full  court, 
which  reinstated  the  convictions  in 
August  2006.  Last  August,  another 
three-judge  panel  heard  oral  argu- 
ments in  the  case  that  this  lime 
focused  on  the  bogus  murder  and 
espionage  charges  and  the  gross 
prosecutorial  misconduct. 

The  brutality  the.se  five  men 
endure  in  prison  is  designed  to 
break  them  and  echoes  the  treat- 
ment of  other  class-war  prisoners 
like  Leonard  Peltier  and  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  Before  their  trial  even 
started,  the  Cuban  Five  spent  17 
months  in  solitary.  Between  their 
convictions  in  June  and  their  sentencing 
in  December  2001.  they  spent  48  days 
in  the  hole.  In  2003  as  they  worked  on 
their  first  appeal,  they  were  sent  to  soli- 
tary and  denied  communication  with 
the  outside  world,  even  their  lawyers. 

Every  family  visit  involves  an  ardu- 
ous and  arbitrary  visa  process.  Some- 
times a relative  waits  out  the  precious 
time  they  are  allotted  and  never  gels  to 
see  their  loved  one.  Adriana  Pdrez,  wife 
of  Gerardo  Hemdndez,  has  been  repeat- 
edly denied  a visa.  Olga  Salanueva. 
wife  of  Rene  Gonzalez,  was  deported 
on  phony  spy  charges  in  2000. 

In  combatting  the  degenerate  end- 
products  of  a decaying  capitalism,  the 
Cuban  Five  have  performed  a service  not 
only  in  defense  of  Cuba  but  for  working 
people  throughout  the  hemisphere  and 
around  the  world.  Free  the  Cuban  Five! 
Defend  the  Cuban  Revolution! 


guerilla  road  to  socialism — historically 
akin  to  the  Social  Revolutionary  program 
on  tactics  that  Lenin  fought-  This  alter- 
native would  be  a suicidal  course  for  the 
socialist  goals  of  the  movement,  and  per- 
haps physically  for  the  adventurers." 

The  SWP  wa.s  consciously  shredding 
Trotsky’s  theory  of  permanent  revolution, 
which  charts  the  road  to  national  and 
social  emancipation  in  countries  of  com- 
bined and  uneven  development.  In  such 
countries,  the  national  bourgeoisie  is  tied 
by  a million  strings  to  the  imperialists  and 
fearful  of  the  proletariat.  It  is  therefore 
incapable  of  carrying  out  ihe»tasks  his- 
torically as,sociaied  with  the  classical 
bourgeois  revolutions  of  England  and 
France  in  the  17th  and  18th  centuries.  The 
only  path  forward  is,  as  Trotsky  staled  in 
The  Permanent  Revolution  (1930).  the 
fight  for  "the  dictatorship  of  the  prole- 
tariat as  the  leader  of  the  subjugated 
nation,  above  all  of  its  pea.sant  masses.”  The 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  would  place 
on  the  order  of  the  day  not  only  demo- 
cratic but  also  socialist  (asks,  such  as  col- 
lectivizing the  economy,  giving  a mighty 
impulse  to  the  international  socialist 
revolution.  Only  the  victory  of  the  prole- 
tariat in  the  advanced  capitalist  world 
would  ensure  againsfbourgeois  restora- 
tion and  secure  the  possibility  of  bringing 
socialist  construction  to  its  conclusion. 

Trotsky’s  theory  was  confirmed  by  the 
Russian  Revolution  of  October  1917. 
Under  the  leadership  of  the  Bolshevik 
Party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  the  revolu- 


tionary workers,  supported  by  the  peas- 
antry. overthrew  the  rule  of  the  capitalists 
and  landlords.  The  decisive  insurrection- 
ary force  was  the  Red  Guard,  the  workers 
militia,  as  well  as  military  units  under  the 
command  of  Bolshevik-led  soldiers  and 
sailors  councils.  The  bourgeois  state  was 
shattered  and  replaced  by  a workers  state 
based  on  mass  organs  of  workers  democ- 
racy, the  elected  soviets  (councils)  of  work- 
ers. soldiers  and  peasants.  The  formation 
of  the  Communist  International  in  1919 
expressed  the  Bolsheviks’  understanding 
that  the  Russian  Revolution  was  only 
the  first,  reversible  episode  of  the  world 
socialist  revolution.  (See  “The  Develop- 
ment and  Extension  of  Leon  Trotsky’s 
Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution,"  in  ICL 
pamphlet,  April  2008.) 

The  Cuban  Revolution 

Cuba  under  the  dictator  Fulgencio 
Batista  was  essentially  a subsidiary  of 
the  American  Mafia  and  the  United  Fruit 
Company  (see.  for  example,  the  film 
The  Godfather:  Part  Two).  When  Fidel 
Castro’s  July  26  Movement  entered 
Havana  on  New  Year’s  Day  1959.  it  routed 
the  remnants  of  the  army  of  Batista,  who 
was  deeply  despised  by  the  masses,  iso- 
lated from  the  upper  layers  of  Cuban 
society  and  finally  abandoned  by  the 
U.S.  imperialists.  The  commanders  of  the 
Rebel  Army  were  petty-bourgeois  intel- 
lectuals who.  in  the  course  of  the  guerrilla 
war,  had  had  their  previous  direct  connec- 


tions with  oppositional  bourgeois-liberal 
elements  broken  and  had  become  episodi- 
cally autonomous  from  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  initial  coalition  government  with 
liberal-bourgeois  politicians  took  place  in 
the  context  of  a shattered  old  bourgeois 
state  apparatus.  Castro  himself  had  been 
a parliamentary  candidate  of  the  bour- 
geois Ortodoxo  Party  in  1952.  The  Sierra 
Maestra  Manifesto  issued  by  the  July  26 
Movement  in  1957  proposed  "impartial 
and  democratic  elections"  organized  by 
a "provisional  neutral  government"  and 
called  to  “dissociate  the  army  from  poli- 
tics.” for  freedom  of  the  press,  industri- 
alization and  a land  reform  based  on  the 
principle  of  land  to  the  tiller  (as  opposed 
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to  collective  farms),  none  of  which  chal- 
lenged capitalist  rule. 

The  first  measures  of  the  petty- 
bourgeois  Castro  government  were  to 
outlaw  gambling,  suppress  prostitution 
and  seize  the  holdings  of  Batista  and  his 
cronies.  These  were  followed  by  a modest 
land  reform  in  line  with  the  1940  bour- 
geois constitution.  In  this  period,  Castro 
not  only  denied  any  revolutionary  inten- 
tions: he  explicitly  denounced  Commu- 
nism. In  May  1959  Castro  referred  to 
Communism  as  a system  "which  solves 
the  economic  problem,  but  which  sup- 
presses liberties,  the  liberties  which  are 
.so  dear  to  man  and  which  1 know  the 
continued  on  page  6 
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Right:  Castro  meets 
with  Chile’s 
Salvador  Allende. 
Castro  supported 
Allende’s  capitalist 
popular-front 
government,  which 
disarmed  combative 
Chilean  proletariat, 
paved  way  for  1973 
military  coup  and 
bloodbath. 
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Cuba... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

Cuban  people  feel"  (quoted  in  Theodore 
Draper,  Castroism:  Theory  and  Practice 
11965)).  However,  this  did  not  satisfy  the 
anii-Coinmunist  wing  of  his  own  move- 
ment- In  June  1959  Castro  booted  out 
opponents  of  the  agrarian  reform  within 
the  July  26  Movement. 

The  new  Cuban  government  was  also 
confronted  by  U.S.  imperialism’s  mount- 
ing attempts  to  bring  it  to  heel  through 
economic  pressure  without  corresponding 
attempts  by  the  contemptuous  U.S.  Eisen- 
hower administration  to  co-opt  the  new 
government.  There  followed  a process  of 
blow  and  counterblow  in  which  the  Cuban 
leaders  responded  to  each  imperialist 
attack  with  increasingly  radical  meas- 
ures, When  Eisenhower  sought  to  lower 
the  Cuban  sugar  quota  in  January  I960, 
Castro  signed  an  agreement  with  Soviet 
deputy  prime  minister  Mikoyan  for  the 
USSR  to  purchase  one  million  tons  of 
sugar  yearly  from  Cuba.  Refusal  by 
imperialist-owned  oil  refineries  to  process 
Russian  crude,  as  well  as  Eisenhower's 
elimination  of  the  sugar  quota,  led  to 
Castro’s  nationalization  in  August  1960  of 
U.S.-owned  properties  in  Cuba,  including 
sugar  mills,  oil  companies,  the  power 
company  and  the  telephone  company.  In 
October,  the  government  nationalized  all 
banks  and  382  businesses,  amounting  to 
80  percent  of  the  country’s  industry.  Cuba 
became  a deformed  workers  stale  with 
these  pervasive  nationalizations,  which 
liquidated  the  bourgeoisie  as  a class. 

The  crystallization  of  a deformed  work- 
ers state  was  by  no  means  the  necessary 
outcome  of  the  Rebel  Army’s  military  vic- 
tory in  January  1959.  The  existence  of  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  state  provided 
a model  and,  more  importantly,  the  mate- 
rial support  which  made  that  outcome  a 
practicality.  However,  the  formation  of  the 
Cuban  deformed  workers  state  was  not  the 
product  of  the  alliance  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  but  resulted  from  a process  within 
Cuba  itself.  Another  critical  factor  in  the 
creation  of  a deformed  workers  state  was 
the  fact  that  the  proletariat  was  not  a con- 
tender for  power. 

Had  there  been  a class-conscious,  com- 
bative working  class,  it  would  have  polar- 
ized the  petty-bourgeois  guerrilla  forces, 
drawing  some  to  the  workers'  side  and 
repelling  others  back  into  the  arms  of  the 
bourgeois  order.  This  occurred  in  Russia  in 
1917  as  the  Bolsheviks  won  the  support  of 
the  mass  of  the  pea.santry,  while  the  right- 
wing  leadership  of  the  Social  Revolution- 
ary peasant  pany  sided  with  the  capitalist 
Kerensky  government.  But  in  Cuba,  the 
main  workers  party,  the  Stalinist  Popu- 
lar Socialist  Party  (PSP),  was  wedded  to 
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the  capitalist  order  and  bourgeois  legality. 
The  PSP  repudiated  Castro’s  assault  on 
the  Moncada  army  barracks  in  1953  as 
"putschist  methods."  As  late  as  June  1 958, 
the  PSP’s  National  Committee  called  for 
an  end  to  violence  and  settling  the  strife  in 
Cuba  “by  means  of  democratic  and  clean 
elections,  respected  by  all,  by  which  the 
people  can  effectively  decide  by  means  of 
the  vote  and  the  results  of  which  would  be 
honorably  respected.” 

The  Cuban  situation  was  exceptional:  in 
most  cases  the  military  victory  of  petty- 
bourgeois  nationalists  ultimately  ends  with 
their  re-establishing  their  ties  to  the  bour- 
geois order.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of 
Algeria  after  the  victory  of  the  radical- 
talking  petty-bourgeois  FLN  following  a 
protracted  war  of  independence  against  the 
French  imperialists.  A key  factor  in  main- 
taining Algeria  as  a French  neocolony  was 
the  de  Gaulle  government’s  pursuit  of  a 
more  accommodationist  policy  toward  the 
victorious  Algerian  rebels  with  the  1962 
£vian  Accords.  To  see  the  outcome  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution  as  the  result  of  Marxist 
foresight  and  intent  by  the  Castroites  is 
absurd.  Referring  to  the  Caslro/Guevara 
“theory"  of  peasant-based  warfare,  the 
bourgeois  historian  Theodore  Draper  com- 
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mented,  “The  Cuban  theory  was  an  ex  post 
facto  rationalization  of  an  improvised  re- 
sponse to  events  beyond  Castro’s  control." 

The  Cuban  Revolution  demonstrated, 
yet  again,  that  there  is  no  “third  road" 
between  the  dictatorship  of  capital  and  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  In  that  sense, 
it  confirmed  the  theory  of  permanent  rev- 
olution. However,  the  core  of  Trotsky’s 
theory  is  the  necessity  of  a conscious  pro- 
letariat, led  by  its  vanguard,  standing  at  the 
head  of  all  the  oppressed  in  the  struggle  for 
power  and  the  international  extension  of 
the  revolution.  The  ruling  stratum  of  the 
Cuban  deformed  workers  .state  is  a parasitic- 
bureaucracy,  which  was  created  through 
a fusion  of  elements  of  the  old  July  26 
Movement  and  the  PSP  (soon  suitably 
purged  of  pro-Moscow  types  like  Anibal 
Escalante,  who  was  seen  as  loyal  to  a 
different  “socialism  in  one  country”).  The 
Cuban  Revolution  verified  in  a new  way 
Trotsky’s  assertion  that  the  Stalinist  bu- 
reaucracy— a transmission  belt  for  the 
pressure  of  the  world  bourgeois  order  on  a 
workers  state — is  a contradictory,  petty- 
bourgeois  formation.  As  we  wrote  in  the 
1973  preface  to  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  8: 
'The  decisive  section  of  the  Castroites 
could  make  the  transition  to  the  leader- 
ship of  a deformed  workers  state  because 
in  the  absence  of  the  egalitarianism  and 
proletarian  democracy  of  a slate  directly 
won  by  the  working  people,  they  never 
had  to  transcend  or  fundamentally  alter 
their  own  radical  petty-bourgeois  social 
appetites,  but  only  to  transform  and 
redirect  them." 

The  Struggle  for 
Workers  Democracy 

The  SWP  and  USec  were  overt  apolo- 
gists for  the  Castro  government’s  repres- 
sion of  the  Cuban  working  class  and  leftists, 
including  the  Cuban  Trotskyists.  The  SWP 
and  USec  blurred  the  qualitative  difference 
between  a healthy  workers  state,  in  which 
the  working  class  holds  political  power, 
and  a deformed  one.  in  which  political 
power  is  held  by  a bureaucracy.  Although 
very  occasionally  SWP  leaders  like  Joseph 
Hansen  acknowledged  that  the  “forms  of 
workers  democracy”  were  missing,  this 
was  seen  as  a small  blemish;  and  in  any 
event,  the  “objective  dynamic"  would 
“inevitably"  compel  the  Castroites  to  see 
the  light.  This  was  reflected  in  a statement 
by  Adolfo  Gilly,  a supporter  of  the  Mexi- 
can Pabloites.  While  stating  that  “Cuba  has 
been  influenced  by  the  bureaucratic  meth- 
ods and  the  non-participation  of  workers 
which  exist  in  other  socialist  countries," 
Gilly  nonetheless  alibied  for  the  bureauc- 
racy, concluding  that  “there  is  no  country 
today  where  there  is  greater  democracy 
than  in  Cuba"  and  that  “it  is  the  pressure 


from  below  which  is  decisive  at  each  point 
and  it  ends  by  imposing  itself,  thus  further 
broadening  the  path  of  the  Cuban  Revo- 
lution itself"  (Monthly  Review.  October 
1964).  Well,  it's  been  over  40  years  and 
we're  still  waiting! 

Conveniently,  the  SWP  and  USec  sought 
to  lay  all  the  blame  for  Stalinist  bureauc- 
ratism on  the  PSP  cadre,  depicting  Castro 
and  Guevara  particularly  as  "unconscious 
Trotskyists."  For  its  part.  Socialist  Action 
(February  2008)  claims  that  “Che  was 
motivated  by  his  concept  of  Permanent 
Revolution  when  he  left  Cuba  determined 
to  contribute  to  the  creation  of  'two, 
three,  many  Vietnams’."  Peter  Taaffe, 
head  of  (he  Committee  for  a Workers’ 
International,  recently  asserted  that  “Cas- 
tro pointedly  denies — quite  wrongly  as 
Celia  Hart  has  indicated — that  Che  Gue- 
vara had  'Trotskyite  sympathies' ,"  Castro 
ought  to  know.  In  his  autobiography  (co- 
authored with  Ignacio  Ramonet),  Castro 
responded  to  an  interviewer’s  question 
about  Guevara:  "1  never  heard  him  speak, 
really,  about  Trotsky.  He  was  a Leninist 
and.  to  a degree,  he  even  recognized  some 
merits  in  Stalin — you  know,  industrializa- 
tion. some  of  those  things"  (My  Life:  A 
Spoken  Autobiography  [2007J). 

While  Guevara  was  a courageous  indi- 
vidual who  died  fighting  for  his  beliefs, 
his  peasant-based  guerrillaism  was  coun- 
terposed  to  Leninism  and  Trotsky’s  per- 
manent revolution,  which  is  premised 
on  proletarian  internationalism.  As  we 
explained  in  "The  Mystique  of  the  Guer- 
rilla Road”  (WNo.  630, 6 October  1995): 
"Despite  the  revolutionary  spirit  of 
Guevara's  battle  cry  against  imperialism, 
his  call  for  a peasant-based  guerrilla  war 
on  many  fronts  was  a flat  rejection  of 
Marxism,  Leninism  and  the  proletarian 
struggle  for  power....  His  political  pro- 
gram was  fundamentally  elitist  in  that  he 
rejected  outright  the  need  for  the  working 
people  to  express  their  voice  and  power 
through  their  own  class  organs,  such  as 
workers  councils  (soviets).  Instead,  the 
masses  were  supposed  to  submit  to  the 
leadership  of  a self-appointed  band  of 
petty-bourgeois  radical  intellectuals  be- 
come guerrilleros  who  took  to  the  hills.” 

Because  of  its  numbers,  its  location  in 
the  urban  centers  of  finance  and  manufac- 
ture. and  its  strategic  position  with  its 
hands  on  the  means  of  production,  where 
the  common  experience  of  the  workers 
creates  solidarity  and  organization,  the  pro- 
letariat uniquely  has  the  social  power  and 
class  interest  to  overthrow  capitalism.  As  a 
mass  of  small  commodity  producers,  the 
peasantry  is  a petty-bourgeois  layer  whose 
conditions  of  existence  breed  a parochial 
outlook.  Its  lower  stratum,  the  landless 
peasants,  is  pulled  toward  the  working 
class,  while  its  upper  stratum  is  more 
drawn  to  the  bourgeoisie.  Its  productive 
labor  is  based  on  private  ownership  of  par- 
cels of  land;  peasants  don’t  have  an  inde- 
pendent mode  of  production.  They  follow 
either  the  proletariat  or  the  bourgeoisie. 

Under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances conceivable,  the  petty-bourgeois 
peasantry  was  capable  only  of  creating  a 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state. 
With  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  degen- 
erated workers  state  and  consequently 
with  no  readily  available  lifeline  against 
imperialist  encirclement,  the  narrow  his- 
torical opening  in  which  petty-bourgeois 
forces  were  able  to  overturn  local  capi- 
talist rule  has  been  closed  in  this  period. 

Guevara  was  contemptuous  of  workers 
democracy.  In  his  essay.  “The  Role  of  a 
Marxist-Leninist  Party."  he  asserted  that 
the  guerrilla  leaders  in  “the  mountains" 
were  “ideologically  proletarian."  whereas 
those  in  “the  plains"  (i.e,,  the  cities)  were 
petty-bourgeois.  From  (his  he  concluded 
that  “The  Rebel  Army  is  the  genuine  rep- 
resentative of  the  triumphant  Revolution.” 
Guevara's  politics  were  a particularly 
idealist,  voluntarist  brand  of  Stalinism.  In 
“Socialism  and  Man  in  Cuba”  (1965),  he 
argued  that  workers'  productivity  could  be 
stimulated  better  through  "moral  incen- 
tives” rather  than  material  incentives,  dis- 
missing the  workers'  desires  for  a decent 
standard  of  living  as  bourgeois.  Rejecting 
a proletarian  revolutionary  internationalist 
perspective.  Guevara  accepted  the  frame- 
work of  “building  socialism"  on  one 
small,  poor  and  besieged  island.  Trotsky- 
ists understand  that  only  the  spread  of 
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revolution  to  the  advanced  capitalist  coun- 
tries can  resolve  the  problem  of  material 
scarcity.  Guevara  explicitly  characterized 
Trotsky's  formation  of  the  Left  Opposition 
against  Stalin's  political  usurpation  of  the 
revolution  as  "counterrevolutionary." 

That  a ruling  bureaucracy  was  only 
in  the  process  of  formation  made  Cuba 
more  open  initially  to  the  intervention 
of  Trotskyists  than  other  deformed  work- 
ers states.  This  was  reJlcctcd  in  the  fact 
that  for  a period  a Trotskyist  group  was 
allowed  to  function.  The  militia,  the  Com- 
mittees for  the  Defense  of  the  Revolution 
(CDR)  and  the  trade  unions  all  had  a mass 
base.  This  was  a transient  opening,  but  one 
that  had  to  be  tested.  The  RT  thus  gave  the 
program  of  political  revolution  for  Cuba  a 
transitional  formulation,  calling  to  "Make 
the  Government  Ministers  Responsible  to 
and  Removable  by  Workers’  and  Peasants’ 
Democratic  Organizations." 

A watershed  in  the  hardening  up  of  the 
bureaucracy  was  the  arrest  of  members  of 
the  Cuban  Trotskyist  organization,  the 
Revolutionary  Workers  Party  (POR).  part 
of  an  international  tendency  led  by  Juan 
Posadas.  In  May  1961  the  Havana  gov- 
ernment seized  the  POR’s  newspaper  Voz 
Proletaria  and  smashed  the  type  for  an 
edition  of  Trotsky's  The  Pernumeni  Revo- 
lution. Beginning  in  November  1963.  five 
leading  POR  members  were  arrested. 
They  were  charged  with  distributing  an 
illegal  paper,  advocating  the  overthrow  of 
the  government  and  of  being  critical  of 
Fidel  Castro.  They  were  sentenced  to  up 
to  nine  years  in  prison;  in  the  end.  they 
spent  up  to  a year  and  a half  in  jail.  Gue- 
vara was  confronted  over  the  arrests  by  a 
Spartacist  supporter  on  a trip  to  Cuba  in 
1964.  Our  comrade  pointed  out  that  criti- 
cisms of  people  who  stood  for  uncondi- 
tional defense  of  the  Revolution  should 
be  handled  politically,  rather  than  by  sup- 
pression of  views.  Guevara  responded: 

‘i  agree  with  your  statement,  but  the 
Cuban  Trotskyists  are  not  inside  the 
Revolution,  but  only  'divisionists.'...  1 
won’t  say  they  are  CIA  agents — we 
don’t  know.  They  have  no  history  of  sup- 
port to  the  revolution." 

— "Freedom  for  Cuban 
Trotskyists!"  Spartacist  No.  3. 
January-February  1965 

This  was  a deliberate  slander.  The 
arrested  members  of  the  POR  were  par- 
ticipants in  all  the  activities  of  the  Revo- 
lution before  1959.  when  the  Stalinists 
were  still  waiting  to  see  who  would  win. 
Andres  Alfonso  fought  in  the  underground 
against  Batista,  while  Ricardo  Ferrera  had 
fought  with  the  Rebel  Army  since  age  16. 
The  POR  included  members  of  the  trade 
unions,  CDR  and  militia  members  mobi- 
lized to  defend  Cuba  in  the  missile  crisis 
of  October  1962.  The  "unconscious  Trot- 
skyist" Guevara  was  in  fact  a conscious 
persecutor  of  Trotskyisls.  He  attacked  the 
POR  comrades  on  several  different  occa- 
sions in  1961  as  part  of  his  push  for  a sin- 
gle unified  (Stalinist)  party  in  Cuba. 

Notwithstanding  political  differences, 
the  Spartacist  tendency  was  the  first — out- 
side of  the  Posadisias  themselves — to 
defend  the  Cuban  Trotskyists  and  bring 
their  case  to  world  attention.  Sucking  up  to 
the  Castroites.  the  SWP  leadership  didn't 
say  a word  about  the  arrests  until  after 
the  POR  members  were  released,  having 
signed  a capitulatory  statement  saying 
they  would  disband  their  organization.  The 
SWP  et  al.’s  despicable  treatment  of  the 
Cuban  Trotskyists  was  reminiscent  of  the 
Pabloites’  silence  over  Mao’s  jailing  of 
Chinese  Trotskyists  years  earlier. 

For  Proletarian 
Internationalism! 

One  of  the  central  tenets  of  permanent 
revolution — and  a sharp  dividing  line 
between  Trotskyism  and  Stalinism — is 
the  need  to  extend  revolution  in  a semi- 
colonial country  to  the  advanced  capitalist 
world.  This  flows  from  an  understanding 
of  the  need  for  a planned  economy  on  an 
international  level,  necessarily  including 
the  most  materially  advanced  societies. 
The  workers  states  are  threatened  not 
only  by  imperialist  military  intervention, 
but  even  more  crucially  by  imperialist 
economic  penetration  and  the  qualita- 
tively higher  level  of  productivity  of  the 
advanced  capitalist  countries. 


The  ICL  stands  on 
heritage  of  James  P. 
Cannon  (left)  and 
SWP’s  fight  to 
defend  Trotskyist 
program  against 
Pabloist  revisionism. 
Right:  Ernest  Mandel 
(at  microphone)  and 
Michel  Pablo 
abandoned 
Trotskyism  in  favor 
of  tailing  Stalinists 
and  petty-bourgeois 
guerrilla  forces. 


Lenin  asserted:  "So  long  as  both  capi- 
talism and  socialism  remain,  we  cannot 
live  in  peace.  Either  the  one  or  the  other 
in  the  long  run  will  conquer.  There  will 
be  a funeral  chant  either  for  the  Soviet 
Republic  or  for  world  capitalism"  (cited 
in  Trotsky.  The  History  of  the  Russian 
Revolution).  The  catastrophic  collapse  of 
the  Soviet  Union,  undermined  by  decades 
of  Stalinist  mismanagement  and  betrayal, 
confirmed  the  futility  of  trying  to  con- 
struct "socialism  in  one  country.’’  How 
much  more  does  this  apply  to  tiny  Cuba! 

The  nationalist  Stalinist  bureaucracies 
pursue  their  own  arrangements  with  the 
imperialists,  including  at  the  expense  of 
other  workers  slates  (as  the  Sino-Soviet 
split  in  the  1960s  reflected).  In  exchange 
for  Soviet  economic  and  military  assis- 
tance, Castro  generally  supported  the 
Kremlin  line  internationally.  But  Soviet 
leader  Nikita  Khrushchev  made  perfectly 
clear  his  willingness  to  arrive  at  a sepa- 
rate deal  with  U.S.  imperialism  at  Cuba’s 
expense  during  the  missile  crisis  in  1962, 
when,  in  response  to  U.S.  threats,  he 
pulled  Soviet  missiles  out  of  Cuba.  An 


ported  the  nationalist  regimes  of  Janio 
Quadros  and  Joao  Goulart  in  Brazil  dur- 
ing the  early  1960s.  In  1969  Castro 
saluted  the  Peruvian  military  junta  as  "a 
group  of  progressive  officers  playing  a 
revolutionary  role.” 

However,  the  greatest  betrayal  came 
with  Fidel’s  political  support  to  Salvador 
Allende’s  Unidad  Popular  in  Chile.  Repu- 
diating the  need  for  revolution  in  favor 
of  the  “parliamentary  road  to  socialism.” 
Castro  stated  in  1971  that  “there  was 
never  any  contradiction  between  the  con- 
cepts of  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  the 
path  followed  by  the  left  movement  and 
the  workers’  parties  in  Chile."  Allende’s 
popular-front  coalition  with  capitalist 
Chilean  parties  politically  disarmed  the 
working  class,  which  was  asked  to  place 
its  confidence  in  the  "constitutionalist" 
army  and  the  “democratic"  bourgeoisie. 
The  result  of  this  betrayal  was  the  1 1 Sep- 
tember 1973  bloody  military  coup  by 
Pinochet  and  the  massacre  of  more  than 
30,000  trade  unionists,  leftists  and  others. 

When  the  Nicaraguan  masses  snlashed 
the  Somoza  dictatorship  in  1 979.  the  capi- 


mighi sound  appealing.  Since  2003,  Chti- 
vez  has  invested  an  estimated  four  billion 
dollars  in  various  areas  of  Cuban  agricul- 
ture. industry,  services  and  infrastructure. 
In  2006.  Venezuela  accounted  for  35.4 
percent  of  Cuba’s  total  merchandise  trade. 
Domestically,  as  oil  prices  climbed.  Chd- 
vez  siphoned  off  some  of  the  enormous 
profits  to  finance  a series  of  social  meas- 
ures at  home. 

As  Marxists,  we  call  for  military 
defense  of  the  Chdvez  regime  in  the  event 
of  a U.S. -sponsored  coup,  as  we  did  in 
2002.  However,  we  do  not  lend  political 
support  to  Chavez.  The  reformist  left 
perpetuates  illusions  that  Venezuela  is 
"socialist”  or  on  the  road  to  socialism. 
However,  there  is  a qualitative  difference 
between  Cuba  and  Venezuela.  In  Cuba, 
the  bourgeois  state  was  smashed  and 
the  bourgeoisie  expropriated  as  a class. 
Chdvez  came  to  power  through  a bour- 
geois electoral  process  and  rules  at  the 
head  of  a capitalist  state.  The  Venezuelan 
bourgeoisie  is  alive  and  kicking,  and  the 
imperialists  continue  to  carry  on  a thriv- 
ing business  with  Venezuela.  Although 
Chdvez  has  increased  the  state’s  share  in 
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talist  state  was  shattered,  opening  the  road 
to  a social  revolution.  We  said:  "Defend, 
complete,  extend  the  Nicaraguan  revolu- 
tion!” But  Castro  advised  the  Sandinista 
government  at  the  time  to  "avoid  the  early 
mistakes  we  made  in  Cuba;  the  political 
rejection  by  the  West,  premature  frontal 
attacks  on  the  bourgeoisie,  economic  iso- 
lation.” Under  a "mixed  economy”  and 
the  pressure  of  the  CIA-backed  “contras.” 
the  Nicaraguan  bourgeoisie  was  able  to 
reassert  control  a decade  later,  defeating 
the  revolution. 

Today  it  is  Venezuelan  capitalist  strong- 
man Hugo  Chavez  whom  Castro  promotes 
as  the  new  revolutionary  of  the  21st  cen- 
tury. For  those  living  on  the  island  this 


industries  like  oil,  electricity,  steel  and 
cement  production,  these  piecemeal 
nationalizations  do  not  challenge  capital- 
ist private  property.  Such  measures  have 
typically  been  carried  out  by  other  Latin 
American  populists  like  Ldzaro  Cdrdenas 
in  Mexico  in  the  1930s.  Juan  Perdn  in 
Argentina  in  the  1940s  and  '50s  and 
Gamal  Abdel  Nasser  in  Egypt  in  the 
1950s.  A former  army  colonel.  Chdvez  is 
a bonapartist  ruler  who  employs  populist 
measures  not  to  effect  but  rather  to  deflect 
a social  revolution — by  binding  the  dis- 
possessed masses  more  firmly  to  the 
Venezuelan  capitalist  stale. 

Pro-Castro  leftists  frequently  cite  Cuba’s 
interventions  in  Africa  as  proof  of  its 
internationalism.  Following  the  demise  of 
Portuguese  colonialism  in  Africa  in  1974- 
75,  Angola  was  rent  by  internecine  con- 
flict among  rival  nationalist  forces  in 
which  Marxists  had  no  side.  But  when  the 
South  African  apartheid  army,  backed  by 
the  U.S.,  invaded  Angola.  Cuba  dis- 
patched troops,  supported  by  the  Soviets, 
that  fought  alongside  the  MPLA  Angolan 
nationalists  and  succeeded  in  smashing 
the  South  African  forces  and  their  Ango- 
lan allies.  Although  we  did  not  politic^ly 
support  the  MPLA.  we  sided  militarily 
with  the  MPLA.  the  Cuban  forces  and 
their  Soviet  advisors  in  what  was  a proxy 
war  with  the  U.S.  imperialists. 

continued  on  page  8 
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RT  statement  at  the  time  denounced  "the 
counter-revolutionary  role"  of  the  "Krem- 
lin bureaucrats"  in  the  Cuban  missile  cri- 
sis and  asserted:  “The  false  policy  of  the 
Castro  leadership,  its  political  bloc  with 
the  Stalinists,  has  greatly  undermined 
this  defense”  (“Declaration  on  the  Cuban 
Crisis.”  30  November  1 962.  reprinted  in 
Marxist  Bulletin  No.  3.  Part  I). 

Contrary  to  the  myth  spread  by  many 
leftists,  the  Cuban  line  was  not  more 
“internationalist”  when  Guevara  was  alive. 
Thus,  the  Cuban  delegation  to  the  Punta 
del  Este  (Uruguay)  conference  in  1 961, 
headed  by  Che  Guevara,  offered  detente  to 
the  U.S.  imperialists.  As  quoted  by  John 
Gerassi  in  The  Great  Fear  in  Latin  Amer- 
ica (1965),  Guevara  said:  “We  cannot  prom- 
ise that  we  will  not  export  our  example,  as 
the  United  Stales  asks  us  to,  because  an 
example  is  a matter  of  spirit  and  a spiritual 
element  can  cross  frontiers.  But  we  will 
give  our  guarantee  that  no  arms  will  be 
transported  from  Cuba  to  be  used  for  fight- 
ing in  any  Latin  American  country.” 

The  Cuban  government’s  sponsorship 
of  rural  guerrilla  warfare  in  certain  areas 
of  Latin  America,  mainly  in  the  years 
1964-67.  was  in  fact  quite  selective.  The 
Castroites  supported  various  "demo- 
cratic” nationalist  bourgeois  regimes  in 
Latin  America  that  they  imagined  would 
be  a counterweight  to  the  imperialists. 
Cuba's  foreign  policy  follows  the  logic 
of  Stalin’s  “socialism  in  one  country," 
i.e..  opposing  international  revolution  in 
the  hope  of  defusing  imperialist  hostility, 
while  boosting  capitalist  regimes  willing 
to  be  "friends"  with  one’s  own  non- 
capitalist state.  In  particular,  Castro  sup- 
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Cuba... 

(continueJ  from  poge  7) 

The  heroic  bailies  fought  by  Cuban 
troops  -shaliered  the  myth  of  the  invin- 
cibility of  the  apanheid  army,  helping  to 
inspire  the  1976  Soweto  revolts  and  other 
struggles  by  the  oppressed  black  masses 
in  South  Africa.  However,  it  is  important 
to  note  that  the  objective  of  the  Cuban  and 
Soviet  Stalinists  was  never  to  overthrow 
capitalism  in  Africa.  As  well  as  sponsor- 
ing the  corrupt  MPLA  bourgeois  regime 
in  Angola,  Cuba  and  the  USSR  also  sup- 
ported the  brutal  Mengistu  dictatorship  in 
Ethiopia  beginning  in  the  1970s.  In  South 
Africa,  which  has  the  largest  proletariat 
in  sub-Saharan  Africa,  the  Stalinists  have 
since  1928  supported  an  alliance  with 
the  bourgeois  African  National  Congress 
(ANC).  Today,  the  apartheid  regime  is 
gone,  but  the  black  masses  remain  at  the 
bottom  under  a neo-apartheid  regime 
administered  by  the  ANC.  the  South  Afri- 
can Communist  Party  and  the  COSATU 
union  federation  tops. 

Although  Cuba  has  been  under  the  gun 
of  U.S.  imperialism  for  almost  half  a cen- 
tury, Castro’s  autobiography  makes  clear 
his  appetite  for  “detente”  via  a “progres- 
sive” wing  of  American  imperialism — i.e.. 
the  Democratic  Party.  There  are  abundant 
favorable  references  to  Democratic  Party 
presidents.  “(Franklin  Delano]  Roosevelt, 
in  my  opinion,  was  one  of  the  finest  states- 
men our  neighbour  to  the  north  has  ever 
had.”  “1  had  always  had  a high  opinion  of 
(Jimmy)  Carter  as  a man  of  honour,  an 
ethical  man.  His  policies  towards  Cuba 
were  constructive."  Asked  by  his  inter- 
viewer whether  Clinton  {who  twice  tight- 
ened the  embargo  on  Cuba)  was  “more 
constructive,”  Castro  responded;  "Yes,  he 
wasn't  particularly  demanding.  But  Clin- 
ton inherited  that  whole  community, 
he  inherited  all  the  campaigns  that  have 
been  waged  against  Cuba,  and  there  was 
very  little  he  could  do  to  behave  more 
decently.”  Even  Kennedy — Bay  of  Pigs 
and  all — is  alibied:  “1  think  Kennedy  was 
a man  of  great  enthusiasm,  very  intelli- 
gent, with  personal  charisma,  who  tried  to 
do  positive  things....  He  gave  a green  light 
to  the  Playa  Gir6n  invasion  in  1961,  but 
that  operation  hadn’t  been  prepared  by 
him — it  was  pul  together  by  the  previous 
Eisenhower-Nixon  administration.”  Castro 
is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Krem- 
lin Stalinists  and  the  U.S.  Communist 
Party,  which  since  the  days  of  FDR  have 
mainly  supported  the  capitalist  Demo- 
cratic Party. 

The  Post-Soviet  World 

Ever  sensitive  to  petty-bourgeois  pub- 
lic opinion,  the  Pabloites  beat  a retreat 
from  their  former  enthusing  over  peasant 
guerrilla  warfare  with  the  first  hint  of 
Cold  War  II  in  the  late  1970s.  They  voted 
for  the  installation  of  the  most  viciously 
anti-Communist  popular-front  govern- 
ments. like  that  of  French  “socialist"  Mit- 
terrand in  1981.  Echoing  the  imperialist 
campaign  for  “democracy"  and  “human 
rights,”  they  supported  any  and  every 
opponent  of  the  Soviet  government.  This 
included  support  to  Polish  Solidamo^d 
in  the  1980s,  the  spearhead  of  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  East  Europe.  In  the 
U.S..  Socialist  Action  even  adopted  the 


SolidamosV  logo  as  the  masthead  for  its 
paper.  The  late  Ernest  Mandel.  USec 
leader,  hailed  these  clerical  reactionaries, 
which  were  backed  by  the  CIA  and  Vati- 
can. as  "the  best  socialists  in  the  world.” 

The  USec  even  retrospectively  praised 
the  World  War  11  Estonian  Nazi  “Forest 
Brothers"  as  "freedom  fighters."  USec 
groups,  as  well  as  the  Militant  tendency  of 
Peter  Taaffe  and  Alan  Woods,  howled  with 
the  imperialist  wolves  in  support  of  Boris 
Yeltsin’s  counterrevolutionary  coup  in 
Moscow  in  199 1 . Today,  the  reformist  left 
cheers  on  the  CIA-backed  Dalai  Lama  and 
the  “Free  Tibet"  movement  against  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  stale. 

We  of  the  International  Communist 
League  fought  to  the  end  against  counter- 
revolution in  the  former  USSR  and  East 
and  Central  Europe,  as  Trotsky  demanded 
of  his  supporters.  In  contrast  to  the  refus- 
al of  the  fake  Trotskyists  to  defend  the 
USSR  against  the  CIA-armed  mujahedin 
following  the  Soviet  intervention  that 
began  in  December  1979,  we  said.  "Hail 
Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!  Extend  Social 
Gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to  the 
Afghan  Peoples!”  In  a 1991  statement, 
we  called  on  Soviet  workers  to  “Defeat 
Yeltsin-Bush  Counterrevolution,"  urging 
the  proletariat  to  form  soviets  under  the 
program  of  Bolshevik  internationalism. 
In  East  Germany  (DDR)  in  1989-90, 
while  the  disintegrating  Stalinist  regime 
of  the  SED-PDS  whined  that  capitalist 
restoration  should  be  implemented  in  a 
humane  manner,  we  uniquely  opposed 
the  capitalist  reunification.  We  called  for 
a red,  soviet  Germany,  through  political 
revolution  in  the  DDR  and  socialist  revo- 


lution in  West  Germany.  We  initiated  a 
massive  mobilization,  which  was  then 
supported  by  the  SED-PDS,  in  Berlin's 
Treptow  Park  on  3 January  1990  against 
the  fascist  desecration  of  a Soviet  war 
memorial  and  in  defense  of  the  USSR  and 
DDR-  It  was  the  first  time  Trotskyists  had 
spoken  on  a public  platform  in  a workers 
stale  since  Trotsky's  Russian  Left  Oppo- 
sition in  the  late  1920s. 

The  destruction  of  the  USSR  had  disas- 
trous consequences  for  Cuba.  The  Cuban 
economy  had  been  heavily  subsidized  by 
the  USSR,  amounting  in  the  1980s  to  up  to 
36  percent  of  the  Cuban  national  income. 


The  Cuban  economy  underwent  a dra- 
matic contraction,  with  a steep  40  percent 
decline  in  economic  output  per  capita  by 
1993.  This  meant  blackouts,  deprivation  of 
basic  goods  and  a period  of  tight  food 
rationing  for  the  Cuban  population  during 
a time  known  as  the  "Special  Period  in 
Time  of  Peace."  In  response,  the  govern- 
ment instituted  a series  of  "market  re- 
forms." which  included  legalizing  the 
holding  and  exchanging  of  U.S.  currency. 
This  "dollarization”  led  to  a sharp  and 
growing  income  differential,  impacting 
women  and  black  Cubans  the  hardest.  In 
recent  years,  the  government  has  .sought  to 
reduce  dependence  on  imperialist  invest- 
ment by  enacting  new  trade  deals  with 
Chavez’s  Venezuela  and  China.  But  the 
economic  situation  remains  dire  for  most 
Cubans,  who  are  forced  to  turn  to  the  black 
market  even  for  many  basic  necessities. 

Seeking  to  ease  the  U.S.  embargo  in 
order  to  facilitate  economic  penetration 
of  the  island,  former  president  Carter 
traveled  to  Cuba  in  2002.  In  his  trip. 
Carter  pushed  the  Varela  petition  cam- 
paign— launched  by  pro-imperialist  dissi- 
dents— which  included  demands  for  the 
right  of  private  enterprise,  amnesty  for 
political  prisoners  and  “free  elections.” 

The  call  for  “free  elections”  is  a call  to 
support  “bourgeois  democracy”  against 
the  Cuban  workers  state,  i.e.,  counterrevo- 
lution. We  are  for  workers  democracy.  As 
our  supporter  made  clear  to  Guevara  in 
1 964,  we  are  for  the  right  of  all  tendencies 
who  defend  the  gains  of  the  Cuban  Revo- 
lution to  organize  politically.  The  work- 
ing class  must  exercise  its  rule  through 
soviets.  We  condemn  those  like  Olivier 


Besancenot,  a prominent  spokesman  for 
the  French  Ligue  Communiste  Rdvolu- 
tionnaire,  the  flagship  section  of  the  USec, 
who  earlier  this  year  proclaimed  his  sup- 
port to  “free  elections”  in  Cuba. 

To  its  credit,  the  Cuban  government 
supports  the  cause  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal, 
America’s  foremost  death  row  political 
prisoner.  However,  the  Cuban  government 
carries  out  the  death  penalty,  although 
Raul  Castro  recently  commuted  the  death 
sentences  of  nearly  all  of  Cuba's  death  row 
inmates.  We  are  opposed  to  capital  punish- 
ment as  a matter  of  principle,  in  Cuba  and 
China  as  well  as  in  capitalist  countries. 
When  three  boat  hijackers  were  executed 
in  2003,  the  pro-Castro  sycophants  of 
Socialist  Action  tried  to  justify  this  by 
pointing  to  the  executions  carried  out  by 
the  Bolsheviks  during  the  Civil  War.  We 
responded  in  WV  No.  805  (6  June  2003): 

"Marxists— including  the  Bolsheviks — 
are  opposed  to  the  barbaric  institution  of 
capital  punishment.  The  Bolsheviks  car- 
ried out  revolutionary  terror  in  defense 
of  the  new  workers  state,  understanding 
that  the  war  against  counterrevolution 
was  a temporary  episode  which  would 
need  temporary  and  drastic  measures. 
But  the  penal  code  was  u more  perma- 
nent feature  of  the  proletarian  state. 
When  the  death  penalty,  instead  of  being 
an  act  of  war,  was  made  part  of  the 
country’s  criminal  code  in  1922.  this  step 
was  intended  to  be  temporary....  And 
like  so  many  other  measures  employed 
temporarily  by  the  young  workers  slate, 
with  the  Stalinist  political  counterrevolu- 
tion, these  measures  were  made  perma- 
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Bolshevik  leaders  V.  I.  Lenin  and  Leon 
Trotsky  at  Red  Square  in  1919  on 
anniversary  of  Russian  Revolution. 

nent  and  twisted  into  the  most  grotesque 
opposite  of  what  the  Bolsheviks  intended." 

The  execution  of  the  hijackers  was  not 
a case  of  summary  justice  by  a workers 
government  in  a civil  war  situation.  We 
know  full  well  that  the  Castro  regime 
metes  out  repression  to  its  pro-socialist 
opponents,  including  militants  like  the 
Trotskyists  in  the  I960s.  And  it  was  in 
the  name  of  “defending  the  revolution” 
that  Castro  ordered  the  execution  in  1989 
of  General  Ochoa,  a war  hero  in  Angola, 
after  a Stalinist  show  trial  recalling  the 
Moscow  purges  of  the  late  1930s. 

We  support  measures  taken  in  defense 
of  the  Cuban  Revolution,  including  the 
imprisonment  of  those  "dissidents”  who 
are  actively  collaborating  with  U.S. 
imperialism.  But  we  give  no  credence  to 
the  bureaucracy’s  ability  to  clean  up  the 
counterrevolutionaries.  Castro's  invita- 
tion to  Carter  only  served  to  embolden 
the  reactionaries,  just  as  the  continuing 
search  for  “ddtente”  with  imperialism 
undermines  the  Cuban  workers  stale.  The 
fundamentals  of  what  we  wrote  in  1965 
in  our  article  “Freedom  for  Cuban  Trot- 
skyists!" remain  true  today: 

“The  Cuban  Revolution  must  replace  its 
present  nationalist,  ‘peaceful  coexistence’ 
ideology.. .with  a revolutionary  foreign 
policy,  an  orientation  to  the  Latin  Ameri- 
can Revolution  to  concretely  building 
and  giving  leadership  to  the  Revolution- 
ary Movement  in  Latin  America  as  part  of 
a world  movement.  Internally,  the  estab- 
lishment of  genuine  workers  democra- 
cy. building  soviets — workers'  councils — 
elected  representative  organs  of  workers’ 
power,  and  restoration  of  the  rich  internal 
life  that  is  vital  for  any  revolutionary 
movement  in  defeating  bureaucracy." 

Revolutionaries  in  the  U.S..  the  bastion 
of  world  imperialism,  have  a special  duty 
to  defend  Cuba  against  capitalist  restora- 
tion and  U.S.  imperialism.  We  fight  to 
forge  a revolutionary  workers  party,  sec- 
tion of  a reforged  Fourth  International, 
that  brings  to  the  multiracial  U.S.  work- 
ing class  the  understanding  that  defense 
of  the  Cuban  Revolution  is  an  integral 
part  of  its  struggle  against  the  American 
capitalist  exploiters  and  for  the  fight  for 
socialist  revolution.  Defend  the  Cuban 
Revolution!  For  proletarian  political  revo- 
lution to  open  the  road  to  socialism!  For 
new  October  Revolutions!  ■ 

p Spartacus  Youth  Club 
Introductory  Class 
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South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

Congress  (ANC)  and  its  partners  in  the 
SACP  and  the  COSATU  union  bureauc- 
racy that  is  responsible  for  these  condi- 
tions. There  have  been  continual  protests 
in  townships  throughout  the  country  over 
the  lack  of  service  delivery — i.e..  electric- 
ity, housing,  water  and  sewage  systems. 
The  SACP  and  COSATU  niisleaders  have 
to  date  refused  to  mount  any  kind  of  mass 
protest  or  labour  mobilisation  to  combat 
the  attacks  on  immigrants, 

The  violence  has  been  abetted  by  the 
police  who.  even  as  they  flood  into  the 
townships,  are  carrying  out  their  own 
vicious  attacks  in  residential  areas  and  on 
the  streets.  After  hundreds  of  people 
swarmed  into  an  Alexandra  police  station 
seeking  protection.  Home  Affairs  minister 
Nosiviwe  Mapisa-Nqakula  announced  on 
May  14  that  the  government  would  not 
deport  “illegal"  immigrants  at  this  lime. 
The  very  next  day.  police  in  Olifants- 
fontein.  near  the  Tembisa  township, 
arrested  32  immigrants  they  had  "res- 
cued" who  lacked  documentation.  Asked 
about  the  minister's  statement,  a police 
spokesman  replied.  "We  are  only  doing 
our  job.”  Outside  Soweto  two  days  later, 
police  stopped  a taxi  van  and  de- 
manded that  two  women  they  considered 
"too  dark”  to  be  South  African  show 
inoculation  marks  to  supposedly  prove 
their  citizenship. 

The  scope  of  the  attacks  points  to  the 
danger  of  far  wider  violence  pitting 
black  African  groups  against  each  other 
and  against  coloureds  [mixed-race]  and 
other  minorities,  in  Alexandra.  Zulu 
speakers  have  reportedly  been  involved 
in  attacks  against  not  only  immigrants 
but  also  South  Africans  who  speak 
Venda,  Xhosa,  Shangaan  or  other  lan- 
guages. Interethnic  hostilities  were  rein- 
forced under  while-supremacist  apart- 
heid rule.  But  anti-immigrant  terror  and 
tnbal  divisions  are  also  enduring  features 
of  the  neo-apartheid  capitalist  order 
under  the  Tripartite  Alliance.  The  Somali 
Association  of  South  Africa  reports  that 
471  Somalis  have  been  murdered  since 
1997,  Dosso  Ndessomin.  a refugee  from 
the  Ivory  Coast  who  represents  the  Coor- 
dinating Body  for  Refugee  Communities, 
told  the  Mail  <&  Guardian  (16  May):  "It 
starts  off  as  xenophobia  and  when 
they’re  finished  dealing  with  the  foreign- 
ers. they  turn  to  tribalism.  Trust  me.  that 
will  be  much,  much  worse  that  anything 
we  are  seeing  now.” 

In  putting  forward  the  call  for  a black- 
centred  workers  government,  we  noted  in 
our  1997  pamphlet  “The  Fight  for  a 
Revolutionary  Vanguard  Party:  Polemics 
on  the  South  African  Left”: 

"Widespread  expectations  for  better 
housing  and  jobs  cannot  be  met:  even 
simple  democratic  demands  such  as  the 
right  to  an  education  for  all  children  or 
the  right  of  women  to  birth  control  and 
abortion  are  denied  to  the  overwhelming 
majority  by  social  inequality  and  lack  of 
facilitic.s.  If  the  masses’  frustration  does 
not  find  expression  along  class  lines  it 
will  fuel  and  embitter  every  other  kind  of 
division." 

We  reprint  below  the  Spartacist  South 
Africa  leaflet  issued  on  May  15. 

n>  « * 

in  the  latest  wave  of  anti-immigrant 
violence  sweeping  South  Africa,  lynch 
mobs  in  Alexandra  township  have  killed 
five  people  and  wounded  and  raped  scores 
of  others  since  May  1 1 . One  of  those 
killed,  a South  African,  had  refused  to 
take  part  in  the  attacks.  Thugs  demolished 
shacks  and  stole  personal  belongings. 
After  more  than  1,000  people,  mainly 
from  Zimbabwe  and  Mozambique,  fled 
to  the  Alexandra  police  station  for  pro- 
tection, the  cops  announced  they  would 
demand  identification  papers,  posing  the 
threat  of  deporting  “illegal"  immigrants. 
From  Tshwane  (Pretoria)  to  the  Eastern 
Cape.  Somalis.  Zimbabweans  and  others 
have  been  killed  in  similar  mob  attacks, 
while  the  government  continues  its  anti- 
immigrant roundups  and  steps  up  repres- 
sion along  the  border  with  Zimbabwe. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  a mobilisa- 


tion of  trade-union  power  to  stop  these 
attacks!  From  the  mines  and  farms  to  the 
motor  industry,  immigrant  workers  have 
been  integral  to  the  economy  and  labour 
movement  in  South  Africa.  Spartacist 
South  Africa,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Intemation- 
alist),  demands:  Full  citizenship  rights 
for  all  immigrants!  No  deportations!  The 
pogroms  against  immigrants  in  desperately 
impoverished  Alexandra  have  spilled  over 


into  attacks  on  Venda-speaking  and  darker- 
skinned  South  African  blacks.  Different 
layers  of  the  oppressed  are  put  at  each 
others’  throats  to  deflect  anger  from  the 
real  enemy:  the  white  capitalist  class, 
with  its  black  front  men.  But  for  the 
unions  to  champion  the  cause  of  immi- 
grants and  the  poor  requires  a political 
struggle  against  the  pro-capitalist  mislead- 
ers  of  COSATU  [Congress  of  South  Afri- 
can Trade  Unions],  which  is  dominated 
by  the  South  African  Communist  Party 
(SACP).  and  the  NACTU  and  FEDUSA 
labour  federations. 

The  bourgeois  African  National  Con- 
gress (ANC)  and  the  COSATU  bureau- 
crats mouth  pious  phrases  against  “intol- 
erance" and  the  “frustration"  of  the  poor. 
But  it  is  the  ANC/SACP/COSATU  Tri- 
partite Alliance  government  that  oversees 
neo-apartheid  capitalism,  under  which 
the  overwhelming  majority  are  locked  in 
grinding  poverty  and  black  people  remain 
on  the  bottom.  The  poor  in  this  country, 
and  hundreds  of  millions  around  the 
world,  are  faced  with  starvation  from 
rising  food  prices,  which  are  at  bottom 
caused  not  by  shortages  but  by  price- 
gouging and  other  capitalist  profiteering. 

Since  1994.  the  Alliance  government 
has  helped  spawn  repeated  xenophobic 
outbreaks  in  which  immigrants  are  used 
as  scapegoats  for  mass  unemployment, 
poverty  and  crime.  Last  year  alone  some 
250.000  people  were  deported.  Actions 
like  the  January  police  raid  on  the  Cen- 
tral Methodist  Church,  long  a haven  for 
refugees,  only  encourage  mob  attacks  as 
in  Alexandra.  At  the  May  Day  rally  in 
North  West.  ANC  president  Jacob  Zuma 
cloaked  the  call  to  crack  down  on  immi- 
grants with  empty  words  of  sympathy, 
saying  that  "the  ANC  government  will 
naturally  lake  strong  measures  to  re.strict 


illegal  immigration”  in  line  with  the 
"human  rights  ethos  of  our  country”! 

As  under  apartheid,  the  capitalist  state 
in  “democratic"  South  Africa  defends  the 
rule  and  profits  of  the  Randlords — and 
their  senior  partners  on  Wall  Street  and 
in  the  City  of  London — against  the  op- 
pressed black,  coloured  and  Indian  (oil- 
ers. To  hold  the  popular  front  together, 
the  SACP  reformists  provide  the  ideo- 
logical glue  of  the  "national  democratic 


revolution."  which  puts  forward  the  nation- 
alist lie  that  all  black  people — from  rich 
businessmen  like  Tokyo  Sexwale  to  Alex- 
andra squatters — have  common  interests. 
TTtis  obscures  the  fundamental  class  divide 
in  the  service  of  containing  proletarian 
struggle. 

The  COSATU  tops,  the  SACP  and  the 
rest  of  (he  reformist  left  treacherously 
paint  the  cops  as  “fellow  workers"  and 
“comrades."  The  SACP's  own  Charles 
Nqakula  is  the  minister  of  cops.  The 
police  are  at  the  core  of  the  capitalist 
stale,  an  instrument  of  oppression  of  one 
class  by  another.  In  February  2001,  cops 
attacked  thousands  of  squatters  and  resi- 
dents of  Alexandra  along  the  Jukskei 
River  who  were  evicted  in  scenes  that 
brought  to  mind  apartheid-era  forced 
removals.  Earlier  this  year,  mobs  attack- 
ing “foreigners”  in  Alleridgeville.  outside 
Tshwane.  were  aided  by  police  who. 
according  to  the  victims,  "stood  back  and, 
indeed,  encouraged  the  violence"  (Mail 
Guardian.  28  March).  In  Alexandra 
this  week,  cops  broke  up  attempts  by 
immigrants  to  defend  themselves.  Mean- 
while on  May  13.  cops  in  Tshwane  fired 
rubber  bullets  and  stun  grenades  at  up  to 
300  protesters  from  the  SAMWU  munici- 
pal workers  union,  which  was  on  strike, 
near  an  award  ceremony  for  Nelson  Man- 
dela that  included  government  officials. 
One  striker  said,  “What  is  there  to  cele- 
brate when  we  go  to  sleep  each  night 
on  an  empty  stomach?"  (Daily  Sun.  14 
May).  Cops  out  of  the  unions! 

Zimbabweans,  who  make  up  much  of 
the  estimated  three  to  five  million  immi- 
grants in  South  Africa,  continue  to  flee 
unbearable  conditions  of  poverty,  exac- 
erbated by  imperialist  economic  pres- 
sures. and  the  violence  of  the  bourgeois- 
nationalist  Mugabe  regime.  In  the  current 


elections,  both  the  Mugabe  regime  and 
the  Movement  for  Democratic  Change 
(MDC)  of  Morgan  Tsvangirai.  which  is 
backed  by  white  farmers  and  the  impe- 
rialists, represent  the  class  enemy  of 
the  proletariat.  South  African  president 
Thabo  Mbeki  has  been  propping  up 
Mugabe,  while  the  COSATU  and  SACP 
leaderships  implicitly  or  explicitly  back 
the  MDC. 

In  this  context,  the  Durban  SATAWU 
dock  workers  union,  affiliated  with 
COSATU,  refused  to  unload  a Chinese 
ship  carrying  arms  for  Zimbabwe  last 
month.  As  revolutionary  Marxists,  we 
oppose  this  military  aid.  who.se  only  pur- 
pose would  be  to  aid  Mugabe  in  crushing 
his  internal  opposition.  But  we  do  not 
support  this  boycott,  which  was  anything 
but  the  paragon  of  labour  solidarity  it 
was  proclaimed  to  be  by  left  groups  and 
labour  bureaucrats  around  the  world.  The 
“labour  action"  in  Durban — carried  out 
jointly  with  the  cops — and  the  subsequent 
international  boycott  of  the  ship  were 
in  line  with  the  anti-Mugabe  campaign 
orchestrated  by  London  and  Washington. 
During  her  recent  visit  to  southern  Africa. 
U.S.  assistant  secretary  of  state  Jendayi 
Frazer  praised  the  unions  involved  for 
creating  a “leadership  moment."  This  from 
a mouthpiece  of  the  most  murderous  state 
power  in  history  and  the  foremost  enemy 
of  the  world  proletariat!  The  hue  and 
cry  over  the  arms  shipment  also  coin- 
cided with  the  reactionary  “Free  Tibet” 
campaign  against  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state.  The  International  Commu- 
nist League  stands  for  the  unconditional 
military  defence  of  China  against  imperial- 
ism and  capitalist  counterrevolution  while 
fighting  for  proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion to  oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy. 

The  South  African  proletariat,  which  is 
exploited  by  a capitalist  class  whose  hold- 
ings extend  throughout  southern  Africa, 
has  the  social  power  to  liberate  not  only 
the  downtrodden  masses  in  this  country 
but  tho.se  of  the  entire  region  groaning 
under  neocolonial  misery.  But  it  cannot 
realise  this  potential  when  it  is  chained  to 
its  exploiters  through  the  Tripartite  Alli- 
ance nationalist  popular  front.  The  same 
COSATU  tops  who  willingly  pul  their 
union  at  the  service  of  the  bourgeois 
MDC  have  done  nothing  to  mobilise 
union  power  in  defence  of  Zimbabwean 
immigrants  or  the  township  poor.  Break 
with  the  Tripartite  Alliance!  To  unite 
workers  against  their  class  enemy,  what’s 
needed  is  a class-struggle  fight  for  jobs 
for  all  through  a shorter  workweek  at  no 
loss  in  pay,  for  massive  wage  increa.ses 
to  combat  poverty  and  rampant  inflation, 
for  affordable,  quality,  integrated  housing 
for  all.  The  burning  needs  of  the  masses 
will  not  be  realised  short  of  the  overthrow 
of  South  African  capitalism,  a system 
based  on  white  privilege  and  the  super- 
exploitation of  black  labour.  Spartacist 
South  Africa  fights  to  build  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  vanguard  party,  which  would 
act  as  a tribune  of  the  people.  Defending 
all  of  the  oppressed  and  exploited  in  the 
struggle  for  proletarian  state  power,  such  a 
party  would  cut  through  the  ethnic  hatreds 
bom  of  the  horrendous  poverty  produced 
by  superexploitation. 

We  fight  for  a black-centred  workers 
government  which  would  include  a full 
role  and  democratic  rights  for  coloureds. 
Indians  and  (hose  whiles  prepared  to  live 
under  such  a government.  We  do  not 
regard  as  sacrosanct  the  borders  that  were 
drawn  up  by  the  colonialists,  which  have 
no  correspondence  with  tribal  or  ethnic 
groupings.  Our  program  is  for  a socialist 
federation  of  southern  Africa,  in  which 
there  will  be  an  equal  place  for  all  the 
myriad  peoples  of  the  region.  As  we  wrote 
in  "South  Africa:  For  a Black-Centered 
Worker*  Government!"  (WorAm  Vanguard 
No.  911.  28  March):  "The  expropriation 
of  the  bourgeoisie  would  begin  to  lay  the 
material  foundations  for  social  equality. 
But  this  perspective  can  only  be  fully 
realised  through  the  extension  of  socialist 
revolution  to  the  most  advanced  capital- 
ist countries  and  the  establishment  of  a 
collectivised,  planned  world  economy," 
Reforge  the  Fourth  International,  world 
party  of  socialist  revolution!  ■ 


Diangamandla/Beeld 

Above:  Injured  seek  refuge  at  local  clinic  after  anti-immigrant  violence 
In  Alexandra  and  other  townships.  Below:  Crowd  attacks  immigrant  outside 
Alexandra  clinic,  May  12. 

Neil  McCartney 


23  MAY  2008 


9 


Mumia... 


(continui'il  from  pane  12 i 

It  is  vital  to  turn  union  endorsements 
and  statements  into  mass  labor  action 
for  Mumia’s  freedom.  The  fight  to  free 
Mumia  must  he  based  on  a strategy 
of  class-struggle  defense  the  understand- 
ing that  capitalist  society  is  fundamen- 
tally divided  between  two  hostile  social 
classes — the  capitalist  exploiters  and  the 
working  class — and  that  the  capitalist 
state  and  its  courts  are  organs  of  repres- 
sion against  working  people  and  the 
oppressed.  The  diversity  of  those  who 
endorsed,  helped  build  and  participated 
in  the  recent  protests,  especially  trade 
unions  around  the  world,  lays  the  basis 
for  going  forward. 

In  fighting  for  Mumia's  freedom,  we 
seek  to  reverse  the  longstanding  demo- 
bilization of  Mumia’s  supporters.  What 
was  once  a mass  movemeni  that  brought 
tens  of  thousands  into  the  streets  has  been 
demobilized  by  a host  of  reformist  organ- 
izations that  promoted  the  illusion  that 
Mumia  could  gel  “justice"  in  the  capital- 
ist courts.  This  has  been  expressed  in  the 
longtime  subordination  of  the  call  for 
Mumia’s  freedom  to  the  manifestly  bank- 
rupt call  for  a "new  trial."  In  building  the 
protests,  the  PDC  underlined  the  need  for 
genuine  united-front  action  for  Mumia’s 
freedom:  unity  in  action  based  on  agreed- 
upon  slogans  and  complete  freedom 
of  criticism.  As  the  PDC  stressed  in  its 
“Open  Letter  to  Fighters  for  Mumia’s 
Freedom"  (WV  No.  912.  11  April),  what 
is  necessary  is  “open  debate  about  what 
strategy  is  needed  to  rebuild  the  move- 
ment for  Mumia  and  fight  for  his  free- 
dom.... Had  the  political  counlerposiiion 
between  our  call  to  ’Free  Mumia'  and 
those  advocating  a ‘new  trial’  been  openly 
debated  over  the  past  decade,  the  move- 
ment for  Mumia  today  would  have  been 
stronger  and  firmly  based  on  the  need  to 
mobilize  to  free  this  innocent  man." 

Addressing  the  NYC  emergency  pro- 
test on  March  28.  Mumia’s  daughter. 
Goldii.  said  that  the  rulers  want  to  kill 
Mumia  "because  they  are  afraid  of  him. 
because  of  his  eloquence,  his  intelli- 
gence.’’ The  capitalist  rulers.  Democrats 
as  well  as  Republicans,  are  determined 
that  Mumia  be  imprisoned  for  life  or  exe- 
cuted. Paula  Daniels,  speaking  for  the 
Spariacist  League,  stated  at  the  Chicago 
protest;  “Help  us  build  that  revolutionary 
workers  party  that  fights  for  Mumia’s 
freedom,  for  black  freedom,  women's  lib- 
eration and  defense  of  gay  rights,  for  full 
citizenship  rights  lor  all  immigrants.... 
The  first  American  Revolution  gained 
independence  from  the  British,  the  sec- 
ond smashed  slavery.  It's  lime  for  a third, 
a workers  revolution." 

Working  people  and  all  the  oppressed 
have  a stake  m the  struggle  to  free 
Mumia.  As  the  PDC  emphasized  in  its 
1 1 April  international  call  for  the  united- 
front  protests.  "The  fight  for  Mumia  is  the 


fight  for  black  rights,  for  workers'  rights, 
for  the  rights  of  ail  the  oppressed."  We 
urge  Mumia's  supporters  to  publicize  his 
case  further  in  the  unions,  on  campuses 
and  on  the  streets.  Pass  motions  in  your 
unions,  campus,  community  and  other 
groups  demanding  Mumia’s  freedom. 
Make  a contribution  to  Mumia's  legal 
defense  (see  ad  below),  mobilize  for  the 
next  round  of  protests,  which  must  num- 
ber in  the  many  thousands.  Help  build  the 
PDC  and  join  the  struggle  to  free  Mumia 
and  all  class-war  prisoners. 

We  print  below,  in  slightly  edited  form. 
PDC  counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein’s  speech 
to  the  Chicago  united-front  protest. 

* ♦ ♦ 

I'm  very  glad  to  be  here  today  and  I'm 
very  glad  to  see  everyone  here.  It’s  truly 
appropriate  to  have  this  rally  today,  the 
day  after  the  outrageous  decision  acquit- 
ting the  cops  who  killed  Sean  Bell.  It’s 
very  important  to  recognize  that  the  three 
police  officers  who  pumped  50  bullets  at 
Sean  Bell  were  acquitted  yesterday.  It 
should  be  a wake-up  call  for  anyone  who 
still  has  illusions  in  the  capitalist  courts, 
who  thinks  there  can  be  justice  from  the 
courts  absent  the  strength  and  the  social 
power  of  labor  and  mass  protest. 

We  are  all  here  today  in  protest  and 
opposition  to  the  state's  vendetta  against 
Mumia.  Mumia  should  never  have  spent 
a day  in  jail.  He  is  an  innocent  man.  We 
demand  that  Mumia  be  freed,  now.  Free 
Mumia  now! 

It  is  an  outrage  that  the  March  27  fed- 
eral Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  deci- 
sion leaves  Mumia  still  facing  a possible 
death  sentence — or  at  best,  spending  the 
rest  of  his  years  in  the  living  death  of 
prison  hell,  (t  is  an  outrage — like  the  infa- 
mous Died  Scot!  decision — in  which  the 
black-robed  judges  declare,  yet  again, 
that  Mumia.  a fighter  for  black  freedom, 
has  no  rights  that  the  courts  are  bound  to 
respect.  The  decision  is  an  outrage,  but 
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not  a surprise — the  capitalist  state  has  tar- 
geted Mumia  since  he  was  a teenager. 

From  the  age  of  14.  Mumia  raised  his 
voice — as  a Black  Panther  Parly  member 
and  later  as  an  outspoken  journalist  and 
as  a MOVE  supporter.  And  for  that. 
Mumia  was  framed  up  for  the  killing  of  a 
Philadelphia  police  officer  in  1981. 

Mumia’s  only  crime  is  his  unbending 
opposition  to  racism,  police  brutality, 
poverty,  imperialist  war  and  colonial 
depredations  and  injustices — from  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan  to  Puerto  Rico.  The 
“voice  of  the  voiceless”  fights  not  only 
for  the  rights  of  blacks  in  the  U.S.,  but 
also  for  the  oppressed  around  the  globe. 

When  Mumia  was  just  14  years  old.  he 
joined  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  soon 
became  the  Philly  chapter’s  Minister  of 
Information.  The  Black  Panther  Party 
was  the  best  of  a generation  of  militant 
black  youth.  They  were  not  down  on  their 
knees  before  the  American  rulers,  and 
they  believed  in  armed  self-defense.  The 
U.S.  capitalist  state,  through  the  FBI  and 
local  police,  carried  out  a war  of  murder, 
mass  arrest  and  frame-ups  against  the 
Panthers.  Hundreds  were  arrested,  and 
some  38  Panthers  were  murdered,  includ- 
ing Fred  Hampton  and  Mark  Clark  in 
Chicago.  Mumia  was  placed  on  a govern- 
ment list  when  he  was  1 5 years  old  for  the 
“crime” — in  the  view  of  the  FBI — of 
being  an  effective  spokesman. 

Mumia’s  recognition  that  the  rights 
and  conditions  of  blacks  in  the  U.S.  are 


indivisible  from  the  rights  of  all  the 
oppressed  goes  back  to  his  earliest 
period.  He  was  interviewed  in  the  Phila- 
delphia hupdrer.  a mainstream  paper,  in 
January  1970.  shortly  after  Hampton  and 
Clark  were  murdered.  There  he  said; 
“Political  power  grows  out  of  the  barrel 
of  a gun."  In  this,  he  disputed  and  chal- 
lenged the  state's  prerogative.s  to  keep 
the  poor,  blacks  and  all  minorities  under 
the  jackboot  of  cop  terror.  This  statement 
of  elementary  truth  was  u.sed  against  him 
12  years  later  in  his  frame-up  trial.  Dur- 
ing the  sentencing  phase  of  his  trial. 
Mumia  described  what  this  meant,  say- 
ing. “It's  very  clear  that  political  power 
grows  out  of  the  barrel  of  a gun  or  else 
America  wouldn’t  be  here  today.  It  is 
America  who  has  seized  political  power 
from  the  Indian  race,  not  by  god.  not  by 
Christianity,  not  by  goodness,  but  by  the 
barrel  of  a gun."  And  for  this  Mumia  was 
sentenced  to  death! 

The  death  sentence  in  the  U.S.  is  the 
legacy  of  slavery,  it  is  the  lynch  rope  made 
legal — part  and  parcel  of  the  extralegal 
terror  of  the  KKK  fascists  and  the  killer 
cops  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios.  There  are 
over  3.000  people  on  death  row  in  the 
United  States.  All  of  them  should  be 
released  from  the  spectre  of  death.  We  are 
opposed  to  the  death  penalty  for  all  of 
them.  We  in  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee oppo.se  the  death  penalty  as  a mailer  of 
principle — the  stale  should  not  determine 
who  is  to  live  or  to  die.  We  say;  Abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty ! We  are  opposed  to  the 
entire  racist  frame-up  system. 

Mumia’s  1982  death  sentence  and  the 
commitment  of  the  state  to  see  him  dead 
or  locked  up  for  life  are  not  the  result  of 
the  action  of  one  racist  judge — though 
there  was  a racist  judge — nor  of  rogue 
cops  or  of  one  overzealous  prosecutor. 
This  is  the  workings  of  the  capitalist  in- 
justice .system.  In  Mumia.  the  forces  of 
racist  "law  and  order"  see  the  spectre  of 
black  revolt. 

The  court  decision  that  just  happened 
is  just  a newer  version  of  the  December 
2001  decision  by  a federal  court  judge. 
Then,  over  six  years  ago,  Mumia’s  death 
sentence  was  overturned  and  his  convic- 
tion upheld.  Mumia  responded  six  years 
ago,  saying:  "I  continue  to  be  innocent.  A 
court  cannot  make  an  innocent  man 
guilty....  Another  year  of  struggle,  another 
year  of  fighting,  not  for  life  in  a cage,  but 
for  freedom." 

The  Court  of  Appeals’  decision  contin- 
ues the  policy  of  the  state  and  the  federal 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia")  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  earmarked  “Mumia'  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above  NLG  account  as  has  been 
designated  by  Mumia's  lawyer  for  this  purpose 

Orgsnize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization's  newsletter. 

G©f  the  fects!  New  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet,  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English,  German  and  French — $.50  each.  $10 
for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
right-wing  journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying 
tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself. 
The  PDC’s  other  Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1).  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters 
the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia's  freedom. 

POC  Button:  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"— 
$1  each.  PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row.  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— OVD. 
$15  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man.- 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! — $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail:  partisandefense@earthlink.net  • Web  site;  www.partisandefense.org 
RO.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York,  NY  10013  • (212)  406-4252 
RO,  Box  802867,  Chicago.  IL  60680  • (312)  563-0442 
RO,  Box  74575.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004  ♦ (213)  380-8897 
RO.  Box  77462.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece 

Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece  raises  demand  for  Mumia's  freedom  at  Athens 
May  Day  demonstration. 


10 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


From  Death  Row, 
This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
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Thugs  ^ 

The  scene  is  as  common  as  sunlight:  cops  beating 
Black  men  in  the  streets. 

This  lime,  captured  on  videotape  from  a hovering 
helicopter,  a malevolent  .swarm  of  cops  pull  occu- 
panl.s  from  a car.  and  they  proceed  to  beat  the  paste 
out  of  the  men.  kicking,  punching,  and  slamming 
with  a club.  At  least  15  cops  are  seen  in  the  broadcast 
beatdown;  an  average  of  5-to-l. 

Within  moments  of  its  broadcast  came  the  pre- 
dictable defense:  cops  in  Philly  are  “stressed." 

One  need  not  even  await  such  defenses  anymore: 
just  put  a tape  on  speed-dial,  and  repeal. 

If  ever  there  was  irony,  the  three  car  occupants 
were  charged  with  aggravated  assault,  and  criminal 
conspiracy. 


How  much  do  you  wanna  bet  that  the  cops,  who 
were  caught  on  film  in  the  midst  of  aggravated 
assault,  and  as  they  committed  the  crime  in  common, 
criminal  conspiracy,  are  never  charged  with  these 
crimes — and  probably  will  never  be  arrested? 

How  can  I dare  make  such  a claim? 

Well,  I have  plenty  of  practice. 

Most  folks  flash  back  to  the  infamous  Rodney 
King  case,  where  cops  in  L.A.  went  into  a whipping 
fit,  because  King  had  tried  to  outrun  them. 

Were  they  too  stressed! 

It  also  reminded  me  of  the  taped  beating  of  Del- 
bert Africa,  a MOVE  member  who  was  beaten  dur- 
ing the  August  8th.  1978  police  raid  on  MOVE'S 
home. 


These  cops.  too.  were  easily  acquitted  by  explicit 
Judicial  decree. 

If  tape  doesn't  matter,  what  does? 

In  the  case  against  three  cops  who  rifle-butted, 
punched  and  kicked  Delbert,  the  judge  ignored  the 
videotapes,  and  cited  both  Delbert's  mu.scularity.  and 
the  claim  of  a Black  TV  reporter,  who  claimed  she 
saw  him  armed — this,  despite  the  tape  showing  him 
shirtless,  empty  hands  opened,  and  naked  from  the 
waist  up! 

Prepare  for  the  all  but  inevitable  whitewash. 

Look  at  that  tape  again,  and  you  will  see  something 
that  you’ll  see  if  you  looked  at  a gang  attack.  For 
these  are  gangsters,  pure  and  simple. 

Only  it's  the  Blue  gang. 

Welcome  to  Philadelphia:  the  city  of  brotherly 
thugs. 

8 May  2008 

&200H  Mumta  Abu-Jamal 


Send  urgently  needed  contributions  for  Mumia’s 
legal  defense,  made  payable  to  “National  Lawyers 
Guild  Foundation”  and  earmarked  for  “Mumia,” 
to:  Committee  to  Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O. 
Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

If  you  wish  to  correspond  with  Mumia,  you  can 
write  to:  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  AM8335,  SCI  Greene, 
175  Progress  Drive,  Waynesburg,  PA  15370. 


courts  to  refuse  to  even  consider  the  moun- 
tains of  evidence  proving  that  Mumia  is  an 
innocent  man.  Mumia  was  framed  up  for 
his  politics  in  a trial  that  everyone  here 
knows  was  a travesty  of  justice — a racist 
and  political  frame-up.  Every  leg  of  the 
prosecution’s  case  against  Mumia  has 
been  proven  time  and  again  to  be  a fabri- 
cation. from  Mumia's  so-called  "confes- 
sion" to  the  prosecution  witnesses  who 
were  coerced  into  false  testimony,  to  the 
nonexistent  ballistics  evidence. 

Beginning  over  fifteen  years  ago,  the 
PDC  attorneys  who  were  then  part  of 
Mumia’s  legal  defense  team,  myself 
and  Jon  Piper,  who  is  also  here  today, 
found  and  uncovered  massive  evidence 
of  Mumia’s  innocence.  This  includes  wit- 
ness William  Singletary,  who  said  Mumia 
was  not  the  shooter;  witnesses  Veron- 
ica Jones  and  Pamela  Jenkins,  who  testi- 
fied that  the  prosecution  witnesses  were 
coerced  into  lying;  forensic  evidence  that 
proved  the  prosecution’s  story  of  the 
shooting  was  totally  fabricated;  and  the 
sworn  confession  of  Arnold  Beverly  that 
he.  not  Mumia.  shot  and  killed  Police 
Officer  Daniel  Faulkner.  Mumia’s  own  dec- 
laration in  2001  stated.  "I  did  not  shoot 
Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner,  I had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  killing  of  Officer 
Faulkner.  I am  innocent.”  Yet  the  Court  of 
Appeals  decision  repeats  every  single  lie 
of  the  cops  and  the  District  Attorney. 

The  Third  Circuit  decision  created 
another  set  of  "Mumia  rule.s” — excep- 
tions to  the  well-established  precedents 
that  are  supposed  to  govern  the  court’s 


decisions,  if  law  was  to  be  law  in  this 
country.  While  directed  at  Mumia,  the 
court  of  appeals  ruling  is  an  attack  on  the 
rights  of  all  of  us.  This  includes  vitiating 
the  applicability  of  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  that  held  that  prosecutors  should 
not  exclude  jurors  based  on  race.  The 
court  upheld  the  exclusion  of  black  jurors 
and  approved  the  outrageous  racist  con- 
duct of  Judge  Sabo.  The  Third  Circuit 
made  “Mumia  rules”  in  order  to  under- 
mine those  rights  that  are  supposed  to  be 
in  the  Bill  of  Rights  for  everyone,  includ- 
ing the  requirement  that  the  government 
prove  guilt  beyond  a reasonable  doubt.  To 
that  end,  the  Third  Circuit  gave  license  to 
the  prosecutor’s  unconstitutional  argu- 
ment to  the  jury  that  they  could  convict 
Mumia  because  he'd  have  "appeal  after 
appeal  after  appeal.” 

The  decision  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
"war  on  terror,"  which  was  launched  in  its 
current  form  after  September  1 1 by  tar- 
geting Muslims.  It  is  intended  to  intimi- 
date and  persecute  black  people,  immi- 
grants. workers  and  leftist  opponents  of 
the  U.S.  government.  And  that  includes 
activists  of  all  sorts,  including  Andy 
Thayer,  one  of  the  endorsers  of  this 
demonstration,  who  is  facing  trumped-up 
felony  charges  of  aggravated  battery  (see 
"Chicago  Gay  Liberation  Network  Activ- 
ist Targeted — Drop  Charges  Against  Andy 
Thayer!”  WV  No.  914,  9 May). 

The  ruling  in  Mumia's  case  confirms, 
again,  that  no  justice  can  be  expected 
from  the  capitalist  courts.  Every  possible 
legal  avenue  must  be  pursued  vigorously 


to  challenge  this  recent  court  decision. 
But  we  cannot  afford  to  have  any  illusions 
in  fair  hearings  and  impartial  judges. 

The  state  has  made  clear  time  and 
again  its  commitment  to  see  Mumia  dead 
or  rotting  in  prison  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
The  question  is;  Why?  As  Mumia  himself 
said  after  the  recent  court  decision,  in  an 
interview  with  Fred  Hampton  Jr.,  this  deci- 
sion is  “not  a victory....  For  tho.se  in  the 
establishment.  I represent,  in  many  ways, 
their  greatest  nightmare....  Those  people 
who  live  it. . .know  that  the  life  of  a black 
person  in  the  ghetto  or  the  life  of  a brown 
person  in  the  barrio  today  is  unmitigated 
hell.”  What  those  in  the  establishment 
“fear  is  the  black  revolution  reigniting.” 

There  is  a pressure  and  there  is  a power 
that  can  make  the  courts  yield — that  is  the 
power  of  mass  international  protest,  cru- 
cial ly  based  on  the  power  of  labor.  This  is 
what  stayed  the  executioner’s  hand  in 
August  1995,  after  a death  warrant  for 
Mumia  was  signed. 

It  is  all  the  more  urgent  today  to  revi- 
talize mass  protest  to  free  Mumia  on  the 
basis  that  he  is  an  innocent  man  and  to 
link  his  fight  to  the  struggle  to  abolish 
the  racist  death  penalty — to  expose  the 
race  and  class  injustice  of  the  American 
legal  system.  Mumia's  freedom  will  not 
be  won  through  reliance  on  the  rigged 
"justice”  system  or  through  capitalist 
politicians,  whether  they  be  Democrats. 
Republicans  or  Greens.  It  is  very  nota- 
ble and  not  an  accident  that  this  deci- 
sion came  just  before  the  Pennsylvania 
primary,  where  both  Democratic  presi- 


dential contenders.  Hillary  Clinton  and 
Barack  Obama,  support  the  death  penalty. 
Pennsylvania  governor  Ed  Rendell,  who 
is  a major  force  in  the  Democratic  Party 
nationally,  was  the  D.A.  that  framed 
Mumia. 

It  is  hardly  a coincidence  that  this  deci- 
sion also  came  just  before  the  parole 
hearings  scheduled  for  the  eight  surviv- 
ing members  of  the  MOVE  9,  who  have 
spent  30  years  in  prison.  And  parole  has 
just  been  denied  to  the  MOVE  women. 
Free  the  MOVE  prisoners  now!  Mumia’s 
oldest  son.  Jamal  Hart,  was  sentenced  to 
15  years  in  prison  on  frame-up  charges 
for  having  been  outspoken  on  behalf  of 
his  father.  We  also  call  to  free  Jamal  Hart! 

The  social  power  to  free  Mumia  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  workers  who  can  stop 
production,  transportation  and  communi- 
cation in  demanding:  Free  Mumia  now! 
The  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  is  inte- 
grally linked  to  the  fight  for  every  worker 
for  a living  wage,  for  every  immigrant 
for  full  citizenship  rights.  It  is  part  of 
the  broader  struggle  to  end  every  mani- 
festation of  repression,  exploitation  and 
oppression  around  the  globe. 

We  stand  here  together  in  much  smaller 
numbers  than  should  be  out  here  today, 
but  nonetheless  representing  in  embryo 
the  potential  power  to  free  Mumia — 
organized  labor,  joined  by  civil  rights 
activists,  radical  students,  leftists,  all 
committed  to  fighting  until  Mumia  is 
freed  from  the  hellhole  of  living  death  in 
prison!  Free  Mumia  now!  Free  Mumia 
now!  Free  Mumia  now!a 


Freightliner... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

exists  to  defend  the  bourgeoisie’s  rule  and 
profits.  If  the  strike  at  the  Cleveland  plant 
had  continued,  the  cops  would  have 
patrolled  the  pickets,  herding  scabs,  while 
the  courts  issued  strikebreaking  injunc- 
tions. It  took  bitter,  bloody  struggles 
against  the  capitalists  and  their  cops,  courts 
and  troops,  as  well  as  against  armies  of 
private  security  and  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  to 
build  the  trade  unions. 

Four  of  the  Freightliner  Five  were 
among  those  endorsing  the  Partisan  De- 
fense Committee-initiated  united-front 
protests  last  month  demanding  freedom 
for  Mumia  Abu-JamaJ.  Glenna  Swinford 
spoke  powerfully  at  the  rally  in  Chi- 
cago. observing:  “The  justice  system 
has  failed  him,  but  he  still  keeps  fight- 
ing for  his  freedom,  and  the  Freightliner 
Five  will  continue  to  fight  for  ours."  The 
same  courts  that  have  kept  Mumia  on 
death  row  for  over  25  years  are  also 
the  enemies  of  unions  and  workers  who 
engage  in  class  struggle.  It  is  wrong 
for  the  Freightliner  Five,  union  leaders 


and  civil  rights  activists,  to  take  their 
dispute  with  the  corrupt  and  venal  UAW 
International  to  the  capitalist  courts. 

In  fact,  anti-union  Freightliner  work- 
ers filed  a RICO  racketeering  lawsuit 
against  the  UAW  in  2006.  RICO  was  the 
main  lever  by  which  the  capitalist  state 
assumed  sweeping  powers  over  a number 
of  unions  in  the  1980s  and  ’90s.  The  1989 
RlCO-inspired  government  takeover  of 
the  powerful  Teamsters  was  the  culmina- 
tion of  a decades-long  union-busting  ven- 
detta by  the  Feds,  beginning  in  the  1960s 
with  Democrat  Robert  Kennedy,  against 
the  union  and  James  Hoffa  Sr. 

To  this  end.  the  Feds  were  aided  and 
abetted  by  the  Teamsters  for  a Democratic 
Union  (TDU)  “opposition.”  in  which  the 
ISO  and  its  predecessor,  the  Internationa! 
Socialists,  were  active  (see  “Association 
for  Union  Democracy:  Lawyers  for  Gov- 
ernment Union-Busting."  VYVNo.  738.  30 
June  2000).  Ellis  Boal.  a TDU  lawyer,  has 
for  decades  dragged  the  Teamsters.  UAW 
and  other  unions  into  the  courts.  For  its 
part,  the  ISO.  one  of  the  sponsors  of  the 
Freightliner  Five’s  tours,  presents  the 
Freightliner  Five  lawsuit  as  if  it  were 
a part  of  "the  struggle  for  democracy 


within  Local  3520”  (Socialist  Worker.  14 
May).  The  government’s  aim  in  going 
after  the  unions  is  not  to  eliminate  corrup- 
tion or  introduce  “democracy,"  as  the  fake 
leftists  would  have  it.  but  to  cripple  them 
and  gut  their  power.  That  power  was  on 
display  in  the  solid  1997  strike  against 
UPS,  after  which  the  government  esca- 
lated its  anti-union  crusade  by  driving 
TDU-supported  Teamsters  president  Ron 
Carey  out  of  the  union  (Carey  himself 
was  installed  in  office  in  1991  under  the 
aegis  of  the  federal  government). 

The  Freightliner  Five  lawsuit  was  brought 
under  the  Landrum-Griffin  Act,  an  amend- 
ment to  Taft-Hartley  that  was  enacted  in 
1 959  primarily  to  shackle  the  Teamsters  by 
rendering  illegal  those  provisions  in  its 
contracts  that  gave  workers  the  right  to 
refuse  to  handle  struck  goods.  The  labor 
laws  in  this  country  are  stacked  against 
militant  workers  and  designed  to  drag  the 
unions  into  disputes  before  the  courts. 
When  a court  rules  in  favor  of  a worker’s 
grievance  against  a union,  the  puipose  is  to 
increa.se  the  state’s  stranglehold  on  the  labor 
movement  and  to  create  union  leaders  who 
owe  their  positions  to  the  government. 

To  reverse  the  assault  on  labor  requires 


a fight  inside  the  unions  against  the  class 
collaboration  of  the  pro-capitalist  mislead- 
ers.  The  starting  point  must  be  the  total 
independence  of  the  unions  from  the  capi- 
talists. their  political  parties  and  their  state. 
This  is  the  precondition  for  union  democ- 
racy, which  is  essential  for  hammering  out 
the  most  effective  means  for  the  labor 
movement  to  go  forward.  What  is  neces- 
sary is  the  forging  of  a class-struggle  lead- 
ership in  the  unions  as  part  of  the  fight  for 
a revolutionary  workers  party  that  fights  for 
a workers  government.  Down  with  govern- 
ment intervention  in  the  unions!  No  to  the 
lawsuit  against  the  UAW!  Reinstate  the 
Freightliner  Five  now'B 


Moving? 

To  receive  Workers  Vanguard 
without  interruption  please  let  us 
know  at  least  three  weeks  before 
you  move.  Send  your  new  and 
old  address  to: 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 
Box  1377  GPO 
New  York,  NY  10116 
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Mobilize  Labor’s  Power 
to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
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United-front  protest  for  Mumia  at  Chicago’s  Federal 
Plaza  on  April  26  initiated  by  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee and  Labor  Black  Struggle  League.  Above:  PDC 
speaker  Rachel  Wolkenstein  addresses  demonstrators. 


Break  with  the  Democrats! 
For  a Workers  Party! 


PDC  Speaker 
at  Chicago 
United-Front  Rally 

In  the  two  months  since  the  federal 
Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  upheld 
the  frame-up  conviction  of  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  on  March  27.  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee,  which  has  cham- 
pioned Mumia’s  defense  for  over  20 
years,  launched  two  rounds  of  protests  as 
part  of  an  international  campaign  to 
rekindle  the  mass  movement  necessary  to 
win  Mumia's  freedom.  Having  antici- 
pated that  the  Third  Circuit’s  ruling 
would  be  unfavorable,  the  PDC — a class- 
struggle.  non-sectarian  legal  and  social 
defense  organization  associated  with  the 
Spartacisl  League — and  the  Labor  Black 
Leagues  last  summer  called  for  emer- 
gency protests  to  immediately  follow  the 
court's  ruling.  Building  on  these  protests, 
which  took  place  on  March  28  and  29.  the 
PDC  called  a series  of  international  united- 
front  demonstrations  over  the  next  five 
weeks,  initiated  under  the  .slogans:  "Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia 
Now!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!” 
The  PDC  and  its  international  frater- 
nal defense  organizations  also  organized 
Class-Struggle  Contingents  in  a number 
of  protests  called  by  other  groups. 

The  speech  printed  below  by  PDC 
counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein.  who  served 
on  Mumia’s  legal  defen.se  from  1995  to 
1999.  explains  how  Mumia.  a former 
Black  Panther.  MOVE  supporter  and 
award-winning  journalist  known  as  the 
“voice  of  the  voiceless.”  was  framed  up  for 
the  1981  killing  of  Philadelphia  policeman 
Daniel  Faulkner  and  sent  to  death  row 
solely  for  his  political  beliefs.  The  fight  to 
free  Mumia  must  be  ba.sed  on  the  under- 
standing that  there  can  be  no  illusions  in 
the  “justice”  of  the  courts,  which  for  over 
25  years  have  shredded  Mumia's  rights. 
What  is  needed  is  mass  protest,  crucially 
based  on  the  power  of  labor.  The  hundreds 
who  mobilized  for  the  recent  protests  must 
be  turned  into  thousands  upon  thousands 
determined  to  spike  the  capitalist  rulers’ 
plans  to  reinstate  Mumia’s  death  sentence 
or  bury  him  in  prison  for  life.  All  efforts 
on  Mumia's  behalf  must  be  redoubled. 
America’s  rulers  must  be  made  to  under- 
stand that  there  will  be  a massive  social 
price  to  pay  if  Mumia  is  not  freed. 

The  PDC-initiaied  united-front  protests 
brought  together  individuals  and  organi- 
zations representing  diverse  political 
viewpoints — trade  unionists,  anti-racists, 
death  penalty  abolitionists,  gay  rights 
activists,  leftists  and  others — united  be- 
hind the  struggle  to  free  Mumia.  On  April 
19.  some  200  demonstrators  mobilized 
for  the  united-front  protest  in  Oakland, 
while  over  100  came  out  in  London  and 
in  Toronto.  On  April  23.  55  people  turned 
out  for  the  united-front  protest  in  Sydney. 
Australia,  and  some  100  people  protested 
on  the  campus  of  the  National  Autono- 
mous University  (UNAM)  in  Mexico  City 
the  following  day  in  a united-front  dem- 
onstration initiated  by  our  comrades  of 
the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico,  sec- 
tion of  the  International  Communist 
League.  On  April  26.  200  people  joined 


the  united-front  protest  at  Federal  Plaza 
in  Chicago  and  up  to  150  demonstrated 
outside  the  Westwood  Federal  Building  in 
Los  Angeles.  Some  50  people  rallied  in 
Melbourne.  Australia,  on  May  17. 

Additionally,  the  PDC  and  the  New 
York  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense  mobilized  a Class-Struggle  Con- 
tingent of  some  150  people  for  the  April 
19  demonstration  in  Philadelphia  called 
by  the  International  Concerned  Family 
and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  which 
drew  some  600  protesters.  The  contingent 
included  workers  from  New  York  City’s 
Transport  Workers  Union  Local  100  and 
other  unionists,  as  well  as  students  from 
local  colleges  and  others.  The  same  day. 
the  Committee  for  Social  Defense,  the 
PDC’s  fraternal  defense  organization  in 
France,  also  built  a contingent  of  over  60 
people  at  a Paris  protest  that  drew  over 
200  demonslcators.  while  our  comrades 
of  the  GEM  participated  in  a protest  of 
some  50  people  in  Mexico  City.  On  April 
12.  the  Committee  for  Social  Defense  in 
Germany  had  mobilized  a Class-Struggle 
Contingent  of  80  people  in  a demonstra- 
tion called  by  the  Berlin  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Coalition  that  drew  about  300. 
The  contingents  marched  under  the  slo- 
gans: “Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent! 
Free  Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the  Racist 
Death  Penalty!  There  Is  No  Justice  in 
the  Capitalist  Courts!  Mobilize  Labor's 
Power — For  Mass  Protest!'* 

The  PDC  campaign  for  Mumia  has 
been  heavily  built  by  the  Spartacist  League 
and  other  sections  of  the  ICL.  Over  500 
endorsements  for  the  united-front  pro- 
tests were  collected  from  individuals  and 
organizations,  including  unions  repre- 
senting hundreds  of  thousands  of  work- 


ers (for  a list  of  endorsers,  go  to:  www. 
partisandefense.org).  The  Congress  of 
South  African  Trade  Unions  (COSATU) 
Western  Cape  endorsed  and  issued  a state- 
ment (hat  declared.  "COSATU  endorses 
the  campaign  to  free  Comrade  ABU 
JAMAL.  ..  We  will  stand  with  the  mil- 
lions of  people  across  (he  world  that  are 
calling  for  justice  to  be  done  and  will  join 
the  protest  against  (his  travesty  of  justice." 

Some  40  trade-union  locals  interna- 
tionally endorsed  the  united-front  pro- 
tesLs.  including  AFSCME  DC  37  Local  375 
in  New  York  City.  Amalgamated  Transit 
Union  Locals  241  and  308  in  Chicago, 
Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees 
Local  3902  in  Toronto.  International 
Longshoremen’s  Association  Local  1422 
in  Charleston.  South  Carolina,  and  United 
Steelworkers  Local  Union  675  in  Car.son, 
California.  Additionally,  former  Black 
Panther  Party  leaders  like  Elaine  Brown 
and  David  Hilliard  endorsed,  as  did 
Rosario  Ibarra,  National  Coordinator  of 
jEureka!  in  Mexico,  South  African  actor 
Dr.  John  Kani,  Cynthia  McKinney  (U.S. 
Green  Party  candidate  for  president)  and 
well-known  writers  like  Cornel  West. 
Gilles  Perrauk,  Robert  Allen  and  Man- 
ning Marable.  Cuban  author  Celia  Hart 
endorsed,  as  did  Aleida  Guevara  March. 
Che  Guevara’s  daughter.  A statement 
of  solidarity  from  imprisoned  American 
Indian  Movement  leader  Leonard  Peltier 
declared,  referring  to  himself  and  Mumia; 
"Given  the  choice  of  lying  down  to  die  or 
standing  up  to  live,  we  chose  to  live. 
Standing  up  and  living  is  our  only  crime.” 

Black  nationalist  groups  spoke  in 
London.  Chicago  and  Oakland.  The  Lon- 
don protest  included  a speaker  on 
behalf  of  Galaxy  Radio,  which  had  pub- 


licized the  PDC-initiated  demonstration. 
Jessica  Huntley,  who  helped  found  Bogle- 
L’Ouverture  Publications,  gave  a vivid 
picture  of  Mumia's  professionalism  and 
political  knowledge  as  a journalist  when 
she  had  met  him  in  1981.  She  said  that 
Mumia  called  her  after  he  was  arrested, 
telling  her  he  was  in  prison  for  a crime  he 
did  not  commit-  In  Oakland,  the  crowd 
was  addressed  by  Richard  Brown.  Hank 
Jones.  Francisco  Torres  and  Ray  Bou- 
dreaux of  the  San  Francisco  Eight,  former 
Black  Panthers  who  are  now  being 
dragged  through  the  courts  on  frame-up 
charges  of  killing  a cop.  which  had  been 
dismissed  30  years  ago.  Boudreaux 
staled,  "Mumia  has  no  windows  but  he 
sees  what’s  going  on  in  the  world.  Many 
of  us  are  asleep.  So  wake  up  and  stay 
woke!  Free  Mumia!”  In  Chicago,  Bill 
Hampton,  brother  of  Fred  Hampton,  the 
Chicago  Black  Panther  Party  leader  who 
along  with  Mark  Clark  was  assassinated 
by  the  Chicago  cops  in  1969.  declared; 
“We  know  that  Mumia  is  innocent.  We 
know  he  belongs  out  here  with  the  peo- 
ple. He’s  part  of  the  people.” 

Trade-union  officials  who  addressed 
the  various  demonstrations  included,  in 
L.A..  Rosie  Martinez,  chairperson  of  the 
Latino  Caucus  of  SEIU  72 1 . which  repre- 
sents county  and  city  workers  in  Southern 
California.  In  Toronto.  Kevin  Shimmin. 
National  Representative  of  the  United 
Food  and  Commercial  Workers  union, 
spoke,  while  at  the  London  rally  speak- 
ers included  Stephen  Hedley  and  Dean 
O’Hanlon  of  the  National  Union  of  Rail. 
Maritime  and  Transport  Workers  and  Paul 
Moffat.  Eastern  Region  Secretary  of  the 
Communication  Workers  Union. 

coniiniied  on  pa/n'  10 
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Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  Aii  immigrants! 
No  Prosecutions!  No  Deportations! 


At  ten  in  the  morning  on 
May  12.  the  Bureau  of  Immigra- 
tion and  Customs  Enforcement 
(I.C.E.)  brought  in  over  200  fed- 
eral, county  and  local  police 
agents  in  helicopters,  buses  and 
vans,  swarming  the  Agriproces- 
sors kosher  meatpacking  plant  in 
Postville,  Iowa.  More  than  10  percent  of 
Postville's  population  was  detained  in  what 
was  the  largest  immigration  raid  in  U.S. 
history.  I.C.E.  rounded  up  nearly  400 
workers,  most  of  them  from  Guatemala 
and  Mexico.  So  many  people  were  arrested 
or  fled  in  fear  that  half  the  local  school  dis- 
trict’s students  were  absent  the  next  day. 

The  detained  immigrants  were  packed 
into  a cattle  exhibition  hall,  where  for 
four  days  groups  of  detainees  shackled 
ten  at  a time  were  hauled  before  a 
judge  in  the  Feds’  makeshift  courtroom, 
charged  with  being  in  the  U.S.  illegally 
and  “identity  theft"  because  they  had  sup- 
posedly used  fake  documents.  Facing  the 
prospect  of  at  least  two  years  in  prison, 
most  of  the  arrested  pled  guilty  and  were 
sentenced  to  five  months  in  prison,  to  be 
followed  by  deportation.  One  immigrant 
pleaded  to  a Judge:  “I  ask  that  you  deport 
us  as  soon  as  possible,  that  you  do  us  that 
kindness  so  we  can  be  together  again  with 
our  families"  (New  York  Times,  24  May). 

This  raid  was  part  of  a nationwide  cam- 
paign of  anti-immigrant  repression  by  the 
federal  government.  In  May  alone.  905  im- 
migrants were  detained  in  raids  at  homes 
and  workplaces  in  California,  and  39  were 
detained  in  Arizona.  And  it  is  not  Just  the 
Feds;  I.C.E.  has  trained  cops  from  37  juris- 
dictions nationwide  to  round  up  immi- 
grants. In  Arizona’s  Maricopa  County. 
Sheriff  Joe  Arpaio.  infamous  for  his  use  of 
chain  gangs,  organized  a 160-inan  posse 
that  swept  through  Latino  neighborhoods. 
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Break  with  the  Democrats! 

For  a Class-Struggle  Workers  Party! 


Left:  Detainees  from  May  12  I.C.E.  raid  in  Postville,  Iowa,  where  nearly  400 
immigrants  were  rounded  up,  are  led  into  makeshift  courthouse  on  National 
Cattle  Congress  grounds  in  nearby  Waterloo.  Right:  Demonstrators  in  Waterloo 
protest  anti-immigrant  raids.  May  12. 


Immigrant  detention  is  the  fastest 
growing  form  of  incarceration  in  the  U.S. 
In  2007.  over  276.000  people  were  de- 
ported and  more  than  280,000  detained, 
some  for  nothing  more  than  asking  for 
political  asylum.  Many  are  imprisoned  in 
the  18  for-profit  hellholes  operated  by  the 
Corrections  Corporation  of  America.  The 
Iowa  raid  came  after  the  New  York  Times 
(5  May)  ran  an  expose  on  deaths  in  these 
detention  centers,  including  of  immigrants 
who  were  denied  urgent  medical  care  and 
left  to  die  without  anyone  even  notify- 
ing their  relatives.  No  prosecutions!  No 
deportations!  Free  the  detainees  now! 

The  Postville  raids  highlight  the  union- 
busting  that  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the 
government’s  anti-immigrant  onslaught. 
For  at  least  two  years,  the  United  Food 
and  Commercial  Workers  (UFCW)  union 
has  been  trying  to  organize  workers  at  the 
Postville  plant.  The  New  York  Jewish 
paper  The  Forward  has  regularly  detailed 
the  horrid  working  conditions  at  the 
plant:  long  hours,  unpaid  overtime,  low 
wages,  child  labor  and  horrendous  lack 
of  safely.  In  March,  the  Iowa  Division 
of  Labor  Services  fined  the  company 
$182.()OOfor  violating  safety  rules.  (After 
the  raid,  the  fines  were  reduced  to 
$42,750.)  I.C.E.  hypocritically  seized 
upon  these  conditions  as  a pretext  for 
the  raid. 

The  Postville  raid  recalls  the  raids  at 
the  Smithfield  pork  processing  plant  in 
Tar  Heel.  North  Carolina,  that  the  UFCW 


has  been  trying  to  organize  for  more  than 
a decade.  Smithfield  has  been  conspir- 
ing with  I.C.E.  to  get  rid  of  longtime 
workers  and  strong  union  supporters, 
many  of  them  undocumented  workers.  In 
2006,  after  workers  idled  the  plant  as  part 
of  the  nationwide  May  Day  immigrant 
rights  protests,  the  company  enrolled  in 
the  IMAGE  program — the  ICE  Mutual 
Agreement  between  Government  and 


Employers — to  purge  militant 
“illegal"  workers.  In  Novem- 
ber 2006.  it  fired  75  workers 
and  threatened  to  fire  hundreds 
more,  claiming  that  their  iden- 
tity papers  did  not  match 
government  records.  A two-day 
walkout  that  included  black  and 
white  workers  as  well  as  Latinos  forced 
the  company  to  rehire  everyone.  In  Janu- 
ary and  August  2007,  I.C.E.  agents  raided 
the  plant  and  workers’  homes,  arrest- 
ing and  hauling  off  dozens  (see;  "Organ- 
ize the  South!  Smithfield  Plant:  Smash 
Anti-Union  RICO  Suit!"  WV  No.  909, 
29  February). 

The  social  power  of  the  union  move- 
ment must  be  mobilized  to  defend  immi- 
grant workers — many  of  whom  are  union 
members! — and  fight  for  full  citizenship 
for  all  immigrants,  no  matter  hOw  they 
got  here.  This  is  integral  to  revitalizing 
the  labor  movement  and  organizing  the 
continued  on  page  14 
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Turkey:  Women  and  the 
Permanent  Revolution 


See  Page  8 


Note  to  IG:  When  in  Hole,  Stop  Digging 


When  Jan  Norden  and  his  coterie  de- 
parted from  our  ranks  in  19%  to  form  the 
Internationalist  Group  (IG).  this  “action 
faction,"  whose  opportunist  proclivities 
had  earlier  been  constrained  by  our  Marx- 
ist program  and  discipline,  became  free 
to  pursue  various  get-rich-quick  schemes, 
centered  on  tailing  Stalinist  has-beens. 
Latin  American  nationalists  and  left- 
talking  labor  bureaucrats.  They  have 
become  shameless  in  their  support  for 
International  Longshore  and  Warehouse 
Union  (ILWU)  Local  10  Executive  Board 
member  Jack  Heyman.  In  February.  Hey- 
man  authored  a motion — which  was  spon- 
sored by  Bay  Area  Local  1 0 — for  the  long- 
shore Coast  Caucus  that  called  for  a May 
1 port  shutdown  and  “an  immediate  end  to 
the  war  and  occupation  in  Iraq  and  Afghan- 
istan and  the  withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops 
from  the  Middle  East."  But  that  motion's 
content  was  immediately  dumped  by 
ILWU  International  president  Bob  McEll- 
rath.  who  declared  the  projected  action's 
aim  to  be  “support  for  the  troops  by  bring- 
ing them  home  safely" — only  from  Iraq, 
i.e..  not  from  Afghanistan,  the  occupation 
universally  supported  by  the  Democrats. 

In  a 15  May  posting  on  their  Web  site 
(“‘Workers  Vanguard’  Brings  Up  the 
Rear — The  Opportunist  Left  and  the  Port 
Strike  Against  the  War:  The  Sound  of 


One  Hand  Clapping"),  the  IG  declares 
us  "schizophrenic"  for  staling  the  truth 
about  the  May  Day  action  in  WV  No.  9 1 4 
(9  May): 

“The  ILWU  pori  shutdown  points  the 
way  to  the  kind  of  working-class  action 
(hat  needs  to  be  mobilized  against  the 
bloody  U.S.  imperialist  occupations  of 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  But  the  ILWU 
leadership  politically  undermined  this 
action  by  channeling  (he  ranks'  anger  at 
the  Iraqi  occupation  and  desire  to  defend 
the  union  into  pro-Democraiic  Party 
‘national  unity'  patriotism." 

What  particularly  gored  the  IG's  ox  is 
that  we  exposed  its  role  in  the  syphilitic 
chain  that  keeps  labor  tied  to  the  capital- 
ists and  their  political  parties.  The  IG  cov- 
ers for  Heyman.  who  in  turn  covers  for 
the  ILWU  International  tops,  who  in  turn 
chain  the  union  to  the  Democratic  Party  of 
U.S.  imperialism.  Shortly  after  announc- 
ing the  May  Day  action,  the  ILWU  Inter- 
national announced  its  endorsement  of 
Barack  Obama  for  president. 

The  ILWU  International  bureaucrats, 
using  Heyman  as  their  tool,  effectively 
maneuvered  to  make  a statement  of  union 
power  to  the  Pacific  Maritime  Association 
bosses  in  the  midst  of  contract  negotia- 
tions. while  at  the  same  time  striking  a 
posture  that  longshore  workers  are  "sup- 
porting the  troops.”  in  the  words  of  ILWU 


International  president  McEIIrath  in  a May 
I press  statement,  and  "loyal  to  America." 
as  opposed  to  “foreign"  shipping  compa- 
nies that  "aren't  loyal  or  accountable  to  any 
country."  Making  up  its  own  reality,  the  IG 
gushingly  portrays  this  contradictory  out- 
come as  an  unequivocal  blow  against  U..S. 
imperialism  and  its  political  panics. 

The  IG  in  League  with 
Social-Patriotism 

To  bolster  its  claims,  the  IG  repeatedly 
cites  Heyman's  original  February  motion. 
But  except  for  one  leaflet  issued  by  Hey- 
man on  April  17  in  his  own  name — "One 
Longshoreman's  Opinion" — the  content 
of  that  motion,  including  opposition  to 
the  occupation  of  Afghanistan,  never  saw 
the  light  of  day  in  any  official  union  May 
Day  announcements  (including  those  by 
the  Port  Workers  Organizing  Committee 
led  by  Heyman  and  others  in  Local  10). 
Heyman  himself  wrote  an  op-ed  piece 
in  the  Sm  Francisco  Chronicle  (9  April) 
that  said  nothing  about  the  International's 
patriotic  basis  for  the  action  or  its  en- 
dorsement of  Obama. 

Citing  our  statement  that  the  ILWU 
bureaucracy  undermined  the  union's  action 
by  channeling  the  ranks'  anger  into  pro- 
Democratic  Party  patriotism,  the  IG  re- 
sponded: “That’s  certainly  what  the  ILWU 
tops  sought  to  do."  Sought  to  do?!  That's 
exactly  what  they  did.  with  the  complic- 
ity of  Heyman.  With  over  600,000  Iraqis 
killed  and  an  entire  country's  infrastruc- 
ture virtually  wiped  out,  Heyman.  in  his 
April  17  leaflet  that  the  IG  uncritically 
reprinted  in  it.s  Internationalist  ( 19  April), 
described  "support  the  troops”  as  a “trap" 
that  “doesn't  do  them  any  favors — it  ends 
up  with  the  flag  draped  over  coffins."  At 
an  April  29  press  conference.  Heyman  pro- 
vided a social-patriotic  echo  of  the  ILWU 
International's  red-white-and-blue  patriot- 
ism. saying,  "we  want  the  troops  home." 

At  the  ILWU  May  Day  rally  in  San 
Francisco  organized  by  Heyman  (who  also 
co-emceed)  and  other  Local  10  bureau- 
crats, McEllrath's  chauvinist  May  1 state- 
ment was  read  from  the  platform,  declar- 
ing that  "longshore  workers”  are  "loyal  to 
America"  and  “won't  stand  by  while  our 
country,  our  troops,  and  our  economy  are 
destroyed"  by  the  war.  The  purpose  of 
this  rally  was  not  class-struggle  opposi- 
tion to  the  capitalist  system  that  breeds 
war.  but  class  collaboration  to  promote 
the  lie  that  capitalist  "democracy”  is  the 
road  to  peace.  That  is  why  the  rally  was 
politically  dominated  by  capitalist  politi- 
cians like  black  Democratic  Congress- 
woman  Barbara  Lee.  Green  Parly  presi- 
dential candidate  Cynthia  McKinney  and 
Congressional  candidates  Cindy  Sheehan 
and  Democrat  Shirley  Golub. 

The  IG  Taking  a Side — Not 

In  our  article  in  WVNo.  914.  we  under- 
lined that  in  the  lead-up  to  the  U.S.  inva- 
sions of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq  the  interna- 
tional working  class  had  a duty  to  stand 
for  these  countries'  military  defense,  while 
politically  opposing  the  Taliban  reaction- 
aries and  Saddam  Hussein's  bloody  capi- 
talist regime.  We  staled  that  today,  "inso- 
far as  the  forces  on  the  ground  in  Iraq  aim 
their  fire  at  the  occupiers  and  their  Iraqi 
lackeys,  we  call  for  their  military  defense 
against  U.S.  imperialism,  while  vehe- 
mently opposing  Islamic  fundamentalism, 
nationalism  and  the  communal  slaughter 
devastating  the  Iraqi  population.” 

For  years,  the  IG  has  issued  bombastic 
proclamations  calling  to  militarily  "Defeat 
U.S.  Imperialism.”  But  now.  as  we  noted 
in  WVNo.  914,  amid  the  ILWU  bureauc- 
racy’s calls  to  “support  our  troops.”  the 
IG  disappeared  in  its  3 May  article  its 
ostensible  position  of  military  defense  of 
those  fighting  against  the  U.S.  occupiers, 
The  IG  responded  by  citing.. .an  April  19 
article  that  stated:  “Revolutionaries  fight 
to  drive  the  U.S.  out  of  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan— which  will  be  anything  but  orderly, 
as  the  U.S.’  exit  from  Vietnam  showed — 


by  workers  action."  This  only  proves  our 
point.  Conveniently  omitted  is  any  men- 
tion of  military  defense  of  those  fighting 
against  "our  troops. " 

Likewise,  we  exposed  that  the  IG's 
.3  May  article  did  not  even  note  that 
the  ILWU  dispatched  longshoremen  to 
work  military  cargo  at  the  Concord  Naval 
Weapons  Station  during  a port  shut- 
down against  the  Iraq  occupation!  In  its 
response,  the  IG  all  but  dismissed  this:  it 
was  just  “a  few  longshoremen"  who  were 
dispatched  and.  besides,  “the  fact  remains 
that  shipping  was  shut  down.”  In  fact, 
this  confirms  (he  “support  the  troops" 
politics  around  which  the  ILWU  bureau- 
crats organized  this  action. 

The  IG  on  Obama:  The  Sound 
of  One  Hand  Clapping 

In  its  15  May  article,  the  IG  huffs  that 
it  is  a "travesty”  that  we  criticize  Heyman 
or  say  that  the  IG  "uncritically  enthuses" 
over  him.  The  IG  doesn't  deny  its  praise 
for  Heyman.  They  are  simply  covering 
for  this  left-talking  bureaucrat  while  he 
covers  for  the  ILWU  Iniemational’s  sup- 
port to  Obama  and  the  Democrats.  It  is 
quite  a statement  that  in  three  lengthy 
articles  on  the  ILWU  action,  all  the  IG 
could  say  about  the  ILWU’s  endorsement 
of  Obama  is  that  it  "hurts  rather  than 
helps  the  struggle  against  imperialist  war.” 

The  IG  all  but  claims  that  support  to 
the  Democrats  is  limited  to  the  ILWU 
International  bureaucrats.  They  write  that 
the  Coast  Caucus  delegates  voting  for  the 
May  Day  action  "loudly  denounced  the 
Democrats  in  the  discussion."  But  as 
Heyman  himself  stated,  delegates  were 
"angered  after  supporting  Democrats  who 
received  a mandate  to  end  the  war  but 
who  now  continue  to  fund  it”  {San  Fran- 
cisco Chronicle.  9 April).  This  anger, 
which  is  wide.spread  among  libera!  sup- 
porters of  the  Democratic  Party,  expresses 
illusions  in  the  Democrats,  not  a break 
from  "lesser  evilism”  based  on  opposition 
to  capitalism.  It  is  telling  (hat  in  the  face 
of  massive  illusions  and  voter  turnout  for 
the  Democratic  primaries,  the  IG  has  not 
posted  a single  article  on  the  elections, 
quite  a feat  of  evasion  for  an  election  year 
in  which  a black  man  or  a woman  is 
bound  to  be  the  Democratic  nominee. 

Marxists  seek  to  transform  workers'  dis- 
content into  revolutionary  class  conscious- 
ness— i.e..  the  understanding  that  the  capi- 
talist order  has  to  be  overthrown  through 
socialist  revolution.  This  requires  a politi- 
cal struggle  against  prevailing  illusions  in 
the  capitalist  system,  its  state  and  politi- 
cal parties.  With  the  IG  one  hears  an  echo 
of  late  19th-century  reformist  Eduard 
Bernstein,  who  argued  that  the  movement 
is  everything  and  the  goal  of  socialism 
nothing.  In  Reform  or  Revolution,  Rosa 
Luxemburg  replied  that  "from  the  revision- 
ist standpoint.”  the  struggle  for  working- 
class  rule  is  "impossible  and  useless.  And 
therefore,  trade-union  and  parliamentary 
continued  on  page  14 
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The  Fraud  of 
Bourgeois  Democracy 

Underlining  that  capitalist  democracy  is  a 
fig  leaf  for  the  class  dictatorship  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. Bolshevik  leader  VI.  Lenin  explained 
in  a lecture  delivered  after  the  1917  Russian 
Revolution  that  only  under  the  dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat  would  the  state  ser\>e  the 
interests  of  the  working  masses  against  the 
capitalist  exploiters.  It  will  take  the  victory 
ofpmletarian  revolution  on  an  international 
scale  to  lay  the  basis  for  the  creation  of  a 
classless  communist  society  and  the  withering 
away  of  the  state. 

The  forms  of  domination  of  the  state  may  vary:  capital  manifests  its  power  in  one 
way  where  one  form  exists,  and  in  another  way  where  another  form  exists — but  essen- 
tially the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  capital,  whether  there  are  voting  qualifications  or 
some  other  rights  or  not.  or  whether  the  republic  is  a democratic  one  or  not — in  fact,  the 
more  democratic  it  is  the  cruder  and  more  cynical  is  the  rule  of  capitalism.  One  of  the 
most  democratic  republics  in  the  world  is  the  United  States  of  America,  yet  nowhere 
(and  those  who  have  been  there  since  1905  probably  know  it)  is  the  power  of  capital, 
the  power  of  a handful  of  multimillionaires  over  the  whole  of  society,  so  crude  and  so 
openly  corrupt  as  in  America.  Once  capital  exists,  it  dominates  the  whole  of  society, 
and  no  democratic  republic,  no  franchise  can  change  its  nature  ... 

We  shall  reject  all  the  old  prejudices  about  the  slate  meaning  universal  equality — for 
that  is  a fraud:  as  long  as  there  is  exploitation  there  cannot  be  equality.  The  landowner 
cannot  be  the  equal  of  the  worker,  or  the  hungry  man  the  equal  of  the  full  man.  This 
machine  called  the  state,  before  which  people  bowed  in  superstitious  awe.  believ- 
ing the  old  tales  that  it  means  popular  rule,  tales  which  the  proletariat  declares  to  be 
a bourgeois  lie — this  machine  the  proletariat  will  smash.  So  far  we  have  deprived 
the  capitalists  of  this  machine  and  have  taken  it  over.  We  shall  use  this  machine,  or 
bludgeon,  to  destroy  all  exploitation.  And  when  the  possibility  of  exploitation  no 
longer  exists  anywhere  in  the  world,  when  there  are  no  longer  owners  of  land  and  own- 
ers of  factories,  and  when  there  is  no  longer  a situation  in  which  some  gorge  while 
others  starve,  only  when  the  possibility  of  this  no  longer  exists  shall  we  consign  this 
machine  to  the  scrap-heap.  Then  there  will  be  no  stale  and  no  exploitation. 

— V.I.  Lenin,  'The  State”  (July  1919) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Down  With  Racist  “War  on  Terror”! 


For  a Class-Struggle  Fight  to 
Organize  Port  Truckers! 


OAKLAND — With  skyrocketing  diesel 
fuel  costs  slashing  their  already  miserable 
earnings,  overwhelmingly  immigrant  port 
truckers  in  California  initialed  strikes 
from  Stockton  to  Oakland  to  the  Los 
Angeles-Long  Beach  ports  over  the  past 
month.  On  May  6.  a 100-slrong  picket 
with  signs  in  Punjabi.  Spanish  and  Eng- 
lish blocked  the  truck  entrance  to  the 
huge  SSA  marine  terminal  at  the  Oak- 
land port  until  the  cops  forced  the  strikers 
to  disperse.  A week  later.  100  port  truck- 
ers from  Stockton  protested  at  the  slate 
capital  in  Sacramento  demanding  lower 
prices  for  diesel.  Last  week,  truckers 
picketed  shipping  and  transportation  com- 
panies on  the  L.A.-Long  Beach  docks, 
and  .several  were  fired  for  refusing  to 
move  cargo.  All  waterfront  workers  should 
support  the  truckers  and  join  in  a fight  to 
reinstate  those  who  were  fired. 

Spartacist  League  and  Labor  Black 
League  for  Social  Defense  supporters 
went  to  the  port  truckers’  picket  lines  in 
Oakland,  while  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
activists  did  well  distributing  Workers  Van- 
guard at  the  Sacramento  protest.  The 
drivers  gave  us  graphic  descriptions  of 
the  hideous  exploitation  and  racist  dis- 
crimination they  face  on  the  job.  Mostly 
independent  “owner-operators.”  nearly 
half  of  their  earnings  go  to  maintain  and 
service  their  rigs  and  to  pay  off  insurance 
premiums  and  bank  loans.  Under  con- 
stant pressure  for  speed-up.  working  long 
hours,  with  many  more  unpaid  hours  wait- 
ing in  line  or  bob-tailing  (deadheading) 
back  for  the  next  drop,  the  truckers  scram- 
ble to  clear  more  than  $25,000  a year.  In 
the  current  recession,  this  has  sunk  to 
$800-5900  a month  with  no  paid  sick  or 
vacation  lime,  health  care  or  pensions. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  a class- 
struggle  fight  to  unionize  these  drivers, 
who  are  a vital  and  powerful  part  of  the 
port  workforce.  The  fate  of  the  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU),  which  is  becoming  the  last  bas- 
tion of  union  power  on  the  West  Coast 
docks,  is  inextricably  linked  to  the  fight  to 
unionize  the  truckers  as  well  as  the  many 
low-wage,  non-union  workers  in  the  ever- 
growing chain  of  world  trade,  from  the 
warehouses  and  iniermodal  facilities  to 
the  mammoth  cargo  ships.  The  ILWU  will 
either  take  up  the  fight  to  extend  union 
rights  and  union-scale  wages,  benefits  and 
conditions  to  these  workers  or  it  will 
sooner  or  later  face  government-backed 
union-busting  by  the  capitalist  employers 
without  union  allies  on  the  docks. 

in  December  2001.  the  Teamsters  and 
the  ILWU.  together  with  the  International 
Longshoremen’s  Association  (ILA)  on 
the  East  and  Gulf  coasts,  announced  an 
alliance  to  make  the  ports  “100  percent 
union.”  To  dale,  none  of  these  unions 
have  undertaken  a serious  campaign  to 
organize  the  port  truckers.  Since  the  out- 
set of  the  racist  “war  on  terror."  when 
ILWU  International  president  James  Spi- 
nosa  vituperated  against  “unknown  truck 
drivers”  being  “allowed  free  access  to 
our  work  environment."  the  ILWU  tops 
have  despicably  pointed  the  finger  at 
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May  6;  Striking  port  truckers  protest  scab  trucks  at  Oakland  port. 


the  truckers  as  a “security  threat.” 

The  Teamsters  and  ILWU  tops’  support 
for  “national  unity”  with  the  class  enemy 
in  the  name  of  the  “war  on  terror”  puts  the 
unions  at  risk.  By  signing  on  to  “anti-terror” 
port  security  measures,  even  if  seeking  to 
ameliorate  certain  provisions,  the  ILWU 
International  has  facilitated  the  govern- 
ment’s crackdown  on  all  dock  workers. 
The  threat  to  labor  posed  by  beefing  up 
security  was  brought  home  last  August 
when  two  black  ILWU  Local  10  longshore- 
men were  beaten  and  arrested  after  secu- 
rity guards  at  the  Sacramento  port  invoked 
maritime  security  regulations  in  demand- 
ing to  search  their  car  (see  “ILWU  Rally; 
‘Drop  the  Bogus  Charges  Now!’”  WV  No. 
900,  12  October  2007). 

Today,  implementation  of  the  Transpor- 
tation Worker  Identification  Credential 
(TWIC)  program,  which  includes  crimi- 
nal background  checks,  is  vastly  increas- 
ing the  government’s  ability  to  police  the 
workforce  on  the  docks.  Black  and  Latino 
workers  victimized  by  the  racist  cop.s 
and  courts,  especially  through  the  “war 
on  drugs,”  face  being  disproportionately 
purged  and  barred  from  the  waterfront. 
TWIC  is  also  a prescription  for  an  anti- 
immigrant  dragnet,  which  will  especially 
redound  against  the  port  truckers.  Outra- 
geously. ILWU  officials  have  turned  over 
the  union’s  membership  list  to  the  gov- 
ernment to  check  immigration  status  and 
find  matches  to  its  “terrorism”  database. 

It  is  a further  indictment  of  the  union 
tops  that  they  advocate-support  to  “friends 
of  labor”  in  the  capitalist  Democratic 
Party,  whose  politicians  are  among  the 
loude.st  cheering  on  the  “war  on  terror.” 
Earlier  this  year,  the  ILWU  International 
endorsed  Barack  Obama  in  his  bid  to  run 
bloody  U.S.  imperialism.  This  underlines 
the  need  for  a political  struggle  within  the 
trade  unions  to  break  them  from  the  Dem- 
ocrats and  build  a class-struggle  leadership 
that  is  based  on  the  understanding  that 
the  interests  of  labor  and  capital  cannot 
be  reconciled  and  that  champions  the  cause 
of  black  freedom  and  immigrant  rights. 

American  Chauvinism — Poison 
to  Working-Class  Solidarity 

The  port  truckers  strikes  drew  inspira- 
tion from  the  ILWU’s  shutdown  of  West 
Coast  ports  on  May  Day.  called  to  protest 
the  U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq  (but  not  of 
Afghanistan).  Coming  amid  ongoing  con- 
tract negotiations  with  the  Pacific  Mari- 
time Association  (PMA),  this  action  was  a 


powerful  display  of  union  muscle  to  the 
shipping  bosses.  But  it  was  wrapped  in 
red-white-and-blue  American  chauvinism 
by  the  ILWU  International  bureaucracy.  At 
the  San  Francisco  May  Day  rally,  which 
was  politically  dominated  by  Democratic 
Party  speakers  and  their  junior  sidekicks  in 
the  capitalist  Green  Party,  an  ILWU  Local 
10  official  read  out  a statement  from  Inter- 
national president  Bob  McEllrath  declar- 
ing that  "big  foreign  corporations  that 
control  global  shipping  aren’t  loyal  or 
accountable  to  any  country"  while  paint- 
ing longshore  workers  as  the  best  “loyal  to 
America”  patriots. 

This  vile  “America  first"  chauvinism 


Customs  agents 
check  trucker’s 
documents  at 
Oakland  port, 
October  2001. 


was  a pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  bloody 
U.S.  occupiers  against  the  peoples  of  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan  and  an  outrageous  alTront 
to  every  foreign-bom  worker  on  the  docks, 
spitting  on  the  May  Day  tradition  of  inter- 
national workers  solidarity.  It  was  particu- 
larly a kick  in  the  teeth  to  the  largely  immi- 
grant port  truckers,  a number  of  whom 
turned  their  rigs  around  on  May  1,  refus- 
ing to  cross  the  picket  line  set  up  by  Direct 
Action  at  the  Union  Pacific  intermodal 
facility  at  the  Oakland  port  in  solidarity 
with  the  port  shutdown. 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  port  shutdown. 
Local  10  bureaucrat  Jack  Heyman.  who 
authored  the  motion  calling  for  the  work 
stoppage,  declared  in  a KPFA  interview  that 
the  ILWU  action  was  integrally  linked  to 
the  defense  of  immigrant  rights  and  pointed 
to  the  port  truckers.  The  poster  for  the  S.F, 
rally  also  demanded  “End  Sweat  Shops 
On  Wheels.”  Indeed,  the  fight  to  organize 
the  port  truckers  is  bound  up  with  the 
defense  of  immigrant  rights,  as  the  truck- 
ing companies  prey  on  the  desperation 


of  foreign-born  workers,  many  of  whom 
are  refugees  from  the  brutal  depredations 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  to  enforce  poverty 
wages  and  wretched  working  conditions. 

But  Heyman  was  only  giving  a left  cover 
to  the  flag-waving  chauvinism  of  the  Inter- 
national (see  article,  page  2).  The  appeals 
to  immigrant  rights  for  the  May  Day  action 
were  little  more  than  empty  words,  as  was 
demonstrated  only  five  days  later  when 
the  truckers  went  on  strike.  Longshoremen 
worked  the  affected  terminals  in  the  Bay 
Area  and  L.A.  as  the  union  tops  did  not 
instruct  ILWU  members  to  honor  the  truck- 
ers’ picket  lines,  on  the  grounds  that  these 
pickets  were  not  “bona  fide.” 

The  ILWU  leadership — which  often 
uses  the  slogan  “An  injury  to  one  is  an 
injury  to  all!” — abided  by  govemmeni- 
dictaied  contractual  provisions  that  argue 
that  workers  who  have  no  union  have  no 
"bona  fide  dispute  over  wages,  hours  or 
working  conditions.”  This  is  a repudiation 
of  the  entire  history  of  the  battles  to  found 
the  unions  in  this  country,  which  were  bom 
out  of  hard-fought  struggles  over  wages, 
hours  and  working  conditions.  For  the 
ILWU  to  refuse  to  honor  picket  lines  while 
its  own  contract  negotiations  are  under 
way  strengthens  the  hand  of  the  PMA  and 
gives  a pass  to  the  vicious  exploitation  of 
the  non-union  workers  in  the  ports. 

Longshoremen  would  do  well  to  re- 
member that  their  picket  lines  in  1934 
were  also  not  considered  to  be  “bona  fide” 
by  their  then-union  leaders  in  the  ILA.  The 
15,000  West  Coast  ILA  members  went  on 
strike  in  defiance  of  their  leadership.  The 
strike  soon  grew  to  include  25.000  work- 
ers. including  many  sympathetic  union 
seamen.  Truckers  honored  the  picket  lines, 
ensuring  that  no  cargo  was  moved,  which 


was  critical.  It  look  the  four-day  1934 
San  Francisco  General  Strike  and  several 
other  port  strikes  through  1936  to  win  the 
union  hiring  hall,  a coast-wide  contract 
and  decent  wages  and  benefits. 

Before  the  union  hiring  hall,  the  long- 
shoremen themselves  were  reviled  as 
derelict  “day  laborers”  who  got  in  line 
for  the  "shape-up,”  hired  for  the  day  by 
gang  bosses  based  on  favoritism  and 
kickbacks.  Militant  workers  who  stood  up 
for  their  rights  were  blacklisted.  The  fight 
against  oppression,  exploitation  and  deg- 
radation united  workers  of  many  ethnic 
and  immigrant  backgrounds  in  opposition 
to  the  employers’  efforts  to  wield  racism 
and  anti-immigrant  chauvinism  to  keep 
longshore  workers  divided  and  enslaved 
to  the  gang  bosses. 

Organizing  the  60.000  port  truckers 
nationwide,  no  matter  which  union  does  it. 
would  be  a blow  to  the  capitalists’  divide- 
and-conquer  schemes  and  open  the  road  to 
uniting  all  dock  workers  into  one  industrial 
continued  on  page  13 
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Declaration  of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico 
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Only  Workers  Revolution 
Can  Break  Imperialist  Stranglehold! 

The  following  is  a translation  of  an 
April  29  leaflet  issued  hy  our  comrades 
of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico, 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League  {Fourth  Internationalist). 

The  PAN  [ruling  National  Action  Party] 
of  Felipe  Calderdn  and  the  PRI  (Instiiu- 
tjonal  Revolutionary  Party]  are  moving  to 
pnvatize  the  nationalized  energy  industry 
m a maneuver  in  the  service  of  U.S.  impe- 
rialism, which  has  had  its  eye  on  Mexican 
oil  since  1938.  The  privatization  would 
mean  mass  layoffs,  even  more  brutal  cuts 
to  social  spending,  anti-union  attacks — 
including  against  the  oil  workers  union — 
and  higher  costs  of  daily  expenses.  The 
working  class  must  mobilize  its  social 
power  against  this  offensive! 

The  working  and  poor  masses  of  Mexico 
perceive  the  oil  expropriation  as  a historic 
conquest  of  the  Mexican  Revolution, 
touching  their  deeply  felt  democratic  aspi- 
rations, in  particular  regarding  national 


emancipation.  Just  as  Leon  Trotsky,  co- 
leader with  Lenin  of  the  1917  Russian 
Revolution,  defended  the  expropriation  of 
Anglo-American  oil  companies  in  1938. 
we  Spartacists  defend  the  nationalized 
energy  industry  as  a measure  of  national 
self-defense  of  semicolonial  Mexico  against 
imperialism*  Our  defense  of  the  national- 
ized energy  industry  is  not  an  end  in  itself, 
but  an  integral  part  of  our  fight  for  prole- 
tarian revolution  and  its  international  ex- 
tension. which  is  the  only  way  to  end  pov- 
erty and  to  achieve  national  emancipation. 

The  bourgeois  privatization  offensive 
comes  after  more  than  two  decades  of 
neoliberal  attacks  against  the  exploited 
and  oppressed.  The  devastation  of  the 
economy  and  of  the  quality  of  life  of  the 
masses  created  the  conditions  for  the  most 
important  social  upheavals  in  decades. 
These  defensive  struggles — such  as  the 
powerful  Ldzaro  Cardenas  steel  workers 
strike  or  the  desperate  struggles,  ultimale- 


Aprll  27: 
Demonstration  in 
Mexico  City  against 
government  plan  to 
privatize  state  oil 
company. 


ly  defeated,  of  the  Oaxacan  and  Atenco 
masses  in  2006 — are  a reflection  of  gen- 
eralized discontent.  Millions  of  peasants 
have  been  driven  off  the  land  and  forced 
to  emigrate  because  NAFTA,  a treaty  for 
the  imperialist  rape  of  Mexico,  has  devas- 
tated the  countryside.  The  recent  imple- 
mentation of  the  agriculture  provision  of 
NAFTA  is  the  coup  de  grace  for  poor 
peasants.  Down  with  NAFTA,  imperialist 
free-trade  rape  of  Mexico! 

The  current  neoliberal  attacks  must  be 


im.,v:ho 


seen  in  the  context  of  the  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  USSR,  a world  his- 
toric defeat  for  the  working  class  and 
oppressed,  which  has  changed  the  rela- 
tionship of  forces  in  favor  of  imperialism. 
The  counterrevolution  brought  a retro- 
gression in  consciousness.  Today,  the  cur- 
rent perception  among  workers,  peasants 
and  youth  is  that  communism  was  a failed 
experiment:  this  has  led  to  a strengthening 
of  bourgeois  populism.  Latin  American 
continued  on  page  15 


“Anti-Terror”  Hysteria  in  Mexico 

Down  With  Campaign 
Against  Leftist  Activists! 


Mexico 
head  of 
Parertts 


. Carlos  Ramos  Man>ahua  Marco  Pelael 

City:  Friends  and  relatives  of  youth  killed  In  Colombian  attack  on  FARC  encampment  in  Ecuador  march  at 
demonstration  called  by  CNTE  teachers  union.  Banner  reads:  “In  Memory  of  Our  Fallen  Brothers  ” Right- 
of  slain  university  students  at  memorial  on  UNAM  campus,  March  25.  ^ 


We  print  below  a translation  of  an 
April  17  leaflet  issued  by  the  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mexico. 

The  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mdxico 
repudiates  the  campaign  of  vilification 
against  leftist  activists.  UNAM  (National 
Autonomous  University  of  Mexico]  stu- 
dents and  the  workers  movement  after 
the  brutal  attack  by  the  Colombian  gov- 
ernment against  a FARC  (Revolutionary 
Armed  Forces  of  Colombia]  encamp- 


ment in  Ecuador  on  March  1.  This  out- 
rageous attack,  which  was  carried  out 
by  the  Uribe  regime  with  the  backing 
of  its  imperialist  sponsors  in  Washing- 
ton. killed  22  people — among  them 
UNAM  students  Verdnica  Veldsquez.  Fer- 
nando Franco  and  Juan  Gonzdlez,  as 
well  as  IPN  (National  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute] student  Soren  Ulises  Avilds.  There 
were  only  three  survivors,  among  them 
UNAM  graduate  Lucia  Morett.  This  is 


the  context  of  the  sinister  witchhunt 
launched  i>y  the  right-wing  media,  which 
.seeks  to  link  leftists  in  Mexico  with 
the  FARC.  There  are  also  threats  of 
criminal  charges  against  Lucfa  Morett 
in  Mexico.  Down  with  the  witchhunt! 
Government  hands  off  the  FARC  sup- 
porters! No  charges  against  Lucia  Morett 
and  the  other  survivors  of  the  massacre 
in  Ecuador! 

The  objective  of  this  sinister  media 


campaign  is  to  pave  the  way  for  the 
repression  and  criminalization  of  social 
protest.  The  campaign  recently  escalated 
with  the  publication  in  Excelsior  (10 
April)  of  an  article  by  right-winger  Jorge 
Femdndez  Mendndez.  Based  on  the  sup- 
posed discovery  by  Colombian  forces 
of  files  on  the  computer  of  assassinated 
FARC  leader  Raiil  Reyes — supposedly 
not  destroyed  by  the  bombs  that  wiped 
out  the  encampment  and  destroyed  the 
bodies  of  more  than  two  dozen  people — 
the  frame-up  diatribe  attempts  to  link 
Fermin  Garcia  (trade-union  militant  and 
member  of  Ricardo  Flores  Magdn- 
Movimiento  de  Lucha  Popular),  his  com- 
panion Margarita  Villanueva.  Rosario 
Ibarra,  Edgard  Sdnehez,  the  Comite 
Cerezo.  jEureka!.  PRD  (Party  of  the 
Democratic  Revolution]  and  PT  [Labor 
Party]  members  with  the  FARC.  EPR 
[Popular  Revolutionary  Army]  and  the 
ERPI  [Revolutionary  Army  of  the  Insur- 
gent People]-  We  Spartacists  say:  Down 
with  the  attacks  against  Fermin  Garcia. 
Margarita  Villanueva.  Rosario  Ibarra.  Ed- 
gard Sanchez,  and  the  others! 

While  we  maintain  our  programmatic 
differences  with  the  guerrilla  road,  we 
say:  From  Mexico  to  Colombia,  down 
with  state  terror  against  the  EZLN  (Zapa- 
tista Army  of  National  Liberation],  the 
EPR.  the  ERPI  and  the  FARC!  Bring 
back  the  disappeared  activists  of  the 
EPR.  alive  and  free!  The  workers  move- 
ment as  a whole  must  protest  against  this 
witchhunting  campaign!  An  injury  to  one 
is  an  injury  to  all!  The  capitalist  state 
and  its  courts  are  organs  of  repression 
against  the  workers  and  the  oppressed. 
It  is  necessary  to  build  a revolutionary 
workers  party  to  overturn  the  murderous 
capitalist  system,  based  on  the  thirst  for 
profits,  and  replace  it  with  a workers  and 
peasants  regime,  as  part  of  the  struggle 
for  socialist  revolution  throughout  the 
Americas  and  internationally. 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Racist  Philly  Cop  Beating 
Caught  on  Tape,  Again 


Just  over  a week  after  the  three  New 
York  City  cops  who  killed  23-year-old 
Scan  Bell  in  a hail  of  50  bullets  on  his 
wedding  day  were  found  "not  guilty"  on 
all  counts,  tlie  spotlight  on  racist  cop  ter- 
ror moved  to  the  Philadelphia  thugs  in 
blue.  On  May  5,  a Fox  News  helicopter 
videotaped  the  horrendous  spectacle  of 
up  to  19  cops  dragging  three  unarmed 
young  black  men  out  of  a car.  punching, 
kicking  and  stomping  on  them,  pressing 
a foot  to  one  man's  neck.  In  a bloody 
fren/y.  the  cops  dashed  from  one  victim 
to  another,  bludgeoning  them  as  they  lay 
restrained  on  the  ground,  circled  by  a 
riled-up  police  dog. 

Lisa  Hall,  the  mother  of  23-year-old 
Brian  Hall,  watched  the  video  of  cops 
kicking  her  son  and  exclaimed  that  they 
were  “beating  them  like  they  are  a piece 
of  meat."  Lemoia  Dyches.  the  mother  of 
24-year-old  Dwayne  Dyches.  another  vic- 
tim. said.  “You  see  14  white  police  offic- 
ers beating  three  black  males.  In  my  area 
where  I live  at,  1 can  see  it  constantly.”  As 
death  row  political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  put  it  in  his  column.  “Philadelphia: 
City  of  Brotherly  Thugs”  (reprinted  in 
WV  No.  915,  23  May):  “The  scene  is  as 
common  as  sunlight:  cops  beating  Black 
men  in  the  streets." 

Recently  elected  black  Democratic 
Party  mayor  Michael  Nutter,  who  came  to 
office  calling  for  a more  aggressive  stop- 
and-frisk  policy  and  promising  hun- 
dreds more  cops  on  the  streets,  said 
that  he  was  "tremendously  disap- 
pointed" and  that  there  would  be  an 
investigation  of  the  police  attack, 
adding,  “we  will  move  on.”  Police 
Commissioner  Charles  Ramsey, 
appointed  by  Nutter,  rationalized  the 
attack  as  a result  of  police  “stress." 

Two  weeks  later.  Ramsey  announced 
that  four  of  the  cops  were  fired,  three 
were  suspended  for  five  to  1 5 days,  a ser- 
geant was  demoted  and  others  will  be 
sent  to  “retraining.”  Black  Democratic 
Party  hustler  A1  Sharpton,  who  has  played 
a key  role  in  dissipating  anger  against  the 
acquittal  of  Sean  Bell’s  killers  into  empty 
“civil  disobedience"  gestures,  applauded 
Nutter  and  Ramsey  for  showing  “some 
real  muscle  and  seriousness  about  address- 
ing police  brutality.”  But  as  one  AP  re- 
porter noted,  “if  history  proves  the  rule, 
the  officers  may  never  lose  a day’s  pay” 
(delawareonline.com.  22  May).  The  courts 
and  prosecutors  have  allowed  the  tortur- 
ers of  Rodney  King  and  the  killers  of 
Sean  Bell.  Amadou  Diallo  and  members 


Philadelphia  Daily  News 


MOVE  member  Delbert  Africa  brutally 
beaten  after  cop  assault  on  MOVE’S 
Powelton  Village  home  in  August  1978. 


PHILADELPHIA  POLICE  OFFICERS  SEEN 
KICKING  AND  BEATING  SUSPECTS 

NBC  News 

May  5 video  by  TV  news  helicopter  catches  Philadelphia  cops  attacking  three 
black  youth. 


of  the  MOVE  organization,  among  count- 
less others,  to  roam  the  streets  with  impu- 
nity. Teirorizing  the  besieged  black  and 
Latino  populations  is  precisely  the  job  the 
cops  are  paid  to  do  under  racist  capitalism. 

The  sickening  brutality  of  the  Philly 
Police  Department  that  splashed  across 
the  TV  screen  was  no  aberration  but 


authority,  in  1979  the  Feds  filed  a civil 
rights  suit  against  the  city  and  police 
department  citing  “widespread,  arbitrary, 
and  unreasonable  physical  abuse.”  The 
suit  was  rapidly  dismissed  for  “lack 
of  jurisdiction.”  The  city’s  own  files 
revealed  thousands  of  people  who  had 
been  shot  and  beaten  by  the  police. 


Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Free  the  MOVE  Prisoners! 


standard  operating  procedure.  This  is  the 
Philadelphia  PD  that  has  run  roughshod 
over  the  black  population  for  decades — 
from  the  mass  roundup  without  warrants 
of  nearly  600  black  people  in  November 
1940.  to  the  reign  of  terror  under  Frank 
Rizz4>  as  police  commissioner  and  then 
mayor  in  the  1960s  and  1970s.  to  the 
bombing  of  the  MOVE  commune  on  13 
May  1985.  on  to  the  present.  This  is  the 
Philly  PD  that  26  years  ago  tried  to  exe- 
cute in  the  streets  its  most  prominent  and 
outspoken  critic.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  and 
has  fought  for  his  legal  lynching  ever 
since.  A Black  Panther  Party  spokesman 
at  the  age  of  15.  subsequently  a supporter 
of  the  MOVE  organization  and  a 
renowned  journalist.  Mumia  was  framed 
up  for  the  1981  killing  of  Philadelphia 
police  officer  Daniel  Faulkner  and  sen- 
tenced to  death  explicitly  for  his  political 
views. 

In  his  commentary  on  the  Philly  beat- 
ing. Mumia  recalled  “the  taped  beating 
of  Delbert  Africa,  a MOVE  member  who 
was  beaten  during  the  August  8th,  1978 
police  raid  on  MOVE'S  home.  The.se  cops, 
too.  were  easily  acquitted  by  explicit  judi- 
cial decree.”  After  years  of  a police  offen- 
sive against  the  largely  black,  radical 
back-to-nature  MOVE  group,  an  army  of 
nearly  600  cops  surrounded  the  MOVE 
home  in  Philadelphia's  Powelton  Vil- 
lage neighborhood.  The  cops  unleashed  a 
fusillade  on  the  house  so  intense  that  one 
of  their  own  officers,  James  Ramp,  was 
killed  in  their  cross  fire.  When  the  .surviv- 
ing adults  emerged  from  their  home,  tele- 
vision news  cameras  captured  the  police 
dragging,  kicking,  punching  and  stomp- 
ing Delbert  Africa  nearly  to  death. 

That  atrocity  came  atop  a wave  of  cold- 
blooded street  executions  by  police  and 
growing  exposure  of  systematic  frame-up 
methods  employed  particularly  by  the 
Homicide  Division.  Seeking  to  quell 
grtiwing  outrage  and  shore  up  the  cops’ 


Nine  MOVE  members,  including  Del- 
bert Africa,  were  sentenced  to  30  to  100 
years  on  false  charges  of  killing  Ramp. 
In  1985,  they  watched  on  TV  from  prison 
as  the  Philly  cops  and  black  Demo- 
cratic mayor  Wilson  Goode,  in  collusion 
with  the  FBI  and  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol. 
Tobacco  and  Firearms,  dropped  a bomb 
on  MOVE'S  Osage  Avenue  home,  killing 
eleven  people,  including  five  children, 
and  leaving  a black  neighborhood  in  ashes. 
In  1 998.  Merle  Africa  died  in  prison.  This 


and  prosecutors  forced  witnesses  into ' 
providing  perjured  testimony  and  terror- 
ized others  into  not  testifying  at  all.  The 
latter  included  William  .Singletary,  who 
had  told  police  immediately  after  the 
killing  that  he  .saw  someone  other  than 
Mumia  shoot  Faulkner,  Fearing  for  his 
life.  Singletary  left  town  during  the  irial. 

Mumia  is  an  innocent  man.  and  there 
is  a mountain  of  evidence  that  proves 
this.  This  includes  a 1999  affidavit  by  one 
Arnold  Beverly  who  confessed  that  he. 
not  Mumia.  killed  Faulkner.  Beverly 
declared:  ”I  was  hired,  along  with  another 
guy.  and  paid  to  shoot  and  kill  Faulkner. 

I had  heard  that  Faulkner  was  a prob- 
lem for  the  mob  and  corrupt  policemen 
because  he  interfered  with  the  graft  and 
payoffs  made  to  allow  illegal  activity  in- 
cluding prostitution,  gambling,  drugs  with- 
out prosecution  in  the  center  city  area,” 

Beverly’s  confession  lays  bare  the 
extent  and  consciousness  of  the  police  and 
prosecutorial  misconduct  in  prosecuting 
and  convicting  Mumia  and  sentencing 
him  to  death  for  a crime  he  did  not  com- 
mit. Beverly’s  account  of  being  hired  to 
kill  Officer  Faulkner  is  consistent  with  the 
fact  that  there  were  at  least  three  ongoing 
FBI  investigations  of  police  corruption  in 
the  Center  City  area  where  Faulkner 
worked  at  the  time  of  his  murder,  and  that 
at  least  one  other  informant  in  those  inves- 
tigations was  murdered. 

Mumia  is  the  victim  not  of  one 
rogue  cop.  “overzealous”  prosecutor 
or  racist  judge.  All  the  elements  of 
the  capitalist  "justice"  system  col- 
luded in  framing  him  up.  And  these 
.are  the  same  people  running  Phila- 
delphia today.  Pennsylvania’s  gov- 
ernor, Ed  Rendell.  was  the  D.A.  who 
prosecuted  the  MOVE  9 and  Mumia. 
He  is  one  of  a number  of  leading  fig- 
ures in  the  Pennsylvania  state  government 
for  whom  the  vendetta  against  MOVE 
and  Mumia  has  played  a key  role  in  build- 
ing their  careers. 

It  has  been  over  two  months  since  the 
federal  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
upheld  Mumia’s  frame-up  conviction, 
condemning  him  to  either  execution  or 
the  living  death  of  life  in  prison.  Follow- 
ing the  March  27  decision,  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee — a class-struggle, 
non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
in  hospital 
after  being  shot 
and  beaten 
by  cops  in  1981. 


year,  for  the  first  time,  the  eight  survivors 
have  become  eligible  for  parole  hearings, 
and  already  five  of  them  have  been  turned 
down.  The  MOVE  prisoners  must  be 
freed  now! 

In  December  1981.  only  months  after 
the  MOVE  9 conviction.  Mumia  was 
arrested  on  false  charges  of  killing  Officer 
Faulkner.  He  was  sentenced  to  death  the 
next  year  after  a frame-up  trial  of  faked 
evidence,  coerced  witnesses  and  racist 
jury  rigging.  That  trial  was  overseen  by 
racist  “hanging  judge”  Albert  Sabo,  who 
was  overheard  at  the  time  by  a court 
reporter  promising.  "I’m  going  to  help 
them  fry  the  n — r." 

To  secure  Mumia’s  conviction,  cops 


organization  associated  with  the  Sparta- 
cist  League — initiated  a series  of  interna- 
tional united-front  protests  as  part  of  the 
struggle  to  rekindle  the  mass  protest  that 
is  necessary  to  win  Mumia's  freedom. 
The  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  must  be 
based  on  the  understanding  that  the  courts 
and  cops,  key  components  of  the  capital- 
ist state,  are  an  apparatus  for  the  repres- 
sion of  the  working  class  and  oppressed 
minorities  on  behalf  of  the  bloody  capital- 
ist rulers.  Especially  for  a fighter  lor  black 
freedom  like  Mumia.  there  is  no  justice  in 
the  capitalist  courts.  Free  Mumia  now! 

The  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  cuts  to 
the  core  of  racist  American  capitalism 
coiiiintifd  on  page  7 
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Mumia's  Fight  Is  the  Fight 
of  All  the  Oppressed" 


Young  Sparlacus  photos 

Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor  Black  Struggle  League  initiated  united-front  rally  for  Mumia  in  Chicago,  April  26. 
Right:  Spartacus  Youth  Club  speaker  Tom  Allegri. 


SYC  Speaker  at  Chicago  United-Front  Rally 


We  print  below,  slightly  edited  for  pub- 
lication. Chicago  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
member  Tom  Allegri's  speech  at  the  April 
26  united-front  rally  in  Chicago  called 
under  the  slogans.  “Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is 
Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now!  Abolish  the 
Racist  Death  Penalty!”  Mumia  is  a for- 
mer Black  Panther,  supporter  of  the 
MOVE  organization  and  award-winning 
journalist  who  has  been  imprisoned  for 
more  than  25  years.  He  was  framed  up 
and  sentenced  to  death  solely  because  of 
his  political  beliefs,  falsely  convicted  of 

P Spartacus  Youth  Club'-, 
Events 


BAY  AREA 


Class  Series 

Saturday,  June  14,  3 p.m. 
Marxism  and  the 
Scientific  Worldview 

1634  Telegraph  Avenue,  3rd  floor 
Oakland 

(near  1 7th  and  Broadway, 

1 block  from  I9th  Street  BART) 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  639-0851 
or  e-mail,  sycbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Video  Showings  and  Discussion 
Saturdays,  3 p.m. 

June  14; 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 
There  Is  No  Justice 
in  the  Capitalist  Courts! 
Video:  From  Death  Row. 

This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


June  28: 

Ctaa*  struggle  and  Revolutionary  Leadership 

Minneapolis  1934: 

How  the  Workers  Won 

Video:  Labor's  Turning  Point 
299  Broadway,  Suite  316 
(take  any  train  to  City  Hall  or  Chambers  St.) 
Information  and  readings;  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail;  nysl@tiac.net 


the  1981  killing  of  a Philadelphia  police 
officer.  The  April  26  rally  in  Chicago, 
initiated  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee and  the  Chicago  Labor  Black 
Struggle  League,  was  one  of  a series  of 
rallies  called  internationally  by  the  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  and  its  fraternal 
organizations  following  the  March  27 
decision  of  the  federal  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  upholding  Mumia's 
frame-up  conviction  (see  "Protests  De- 
mand: Free  Mumia  Now!”  WV  No.  914. 
9 May).  These  protests  were  a step  toward 
rebuilding  a movement  to  win  Mumia's 
freedom.  For  more  information  on  Mumia's 
case  and  to  get  involved  in  the  fight 
to  free  him.  visit  the  PDC's  "Web  site: 
www.partisandefense.org. 

* * « 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  says:  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  now!  Abolish  the  racist 
death  penalty!  It's  really  an  honor  to  get 
up  here  after  so  many  powerful  speakers 
and  put  forward  what  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  says.  We  are  the  youth  auxiliary 
of  the  revolutionary  Marxist  Spartacist 
League.  As  the  outrageous  March  27 
decision  upholding  Mumia's  frame-up 
conviction  shows,  there  is  no  justice  in 
the  capitalist  courts!  From  the  racist 
Philadelphia  cops  all  the  way  up  through 
the  federal  courts  and  prison  system,  the 
capitalist  state  machine  is  dead  set  on 
killing  Mumia  or  burying  him  alive  for 
the  rest  of  his  life  in  a jail  cell.  His  case 
shows  exactly  what  the  death  penalty  is 
all  about:  the  ultimate  weapon  in  the  state 
arsenal  to  maintain  the  racist  status  quo 
of  capitalist  oppression  and  exploitation. 
The  bourgeois  rulers  will  stop  at  nothing 
to  silence  this  eloquent  journalist  and  out- 
spoken critic  of  racist  oppression  because 
he  represents  the  spectre  of  black  revolt 
against  their  system.  Mumia's  fight  is  our 
fight!  It  is  the  fight  of  all  the  oppressed! 

As  revolutionary  Marxists,  the  SYC 
understands  that  the  working  class  repre- 
sents the  only  force  in  society  with  the 
social  power  and  objective  historic  interest 
to  lead  all  the  oppressed  in  sweeping  away 
the  capitalist  order.  With  its  hands  directly 


on  the  means  of  production — that’s  facto- 
ries. mines,  transport — the  working  class 
has  the  power  to  withhold  Its  labor  and 
shut  this  profit  system  down!  Look  at  the 
tens  of  thousands  in  the  multiracial  Trans- 
port Workers  Union  who  went  on  strike  in 
2005,  and  crippled  New  York  City,  the 
financial  capit^  of  the  globe. 

We  have  a representative  from  Chicago 
Stale  University  out  here  today.  We  have 
people  from  Waukegan  down  here.  We 
have  students  from  DePaul  and  the  alack 
Students  Union  out  here  fighting  for 
Mumia's  freedom.  People  from  North- 
eastern. We  have  people  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  representatives  of  MEChA 


that  endorsed  this  rally.  The  SYC  is  going 
around  the  campuses,  and  we'ra  mobiliz- 
ing students  and  radical  youth  behind  the 
power  of  labor  to  demand  Mumia’s  free- 
dom now!  It's  shown  here  today. 

The  same  capitalist  state  forces  that 
are  going  after  Mumia  also  carry  out 
brutal  colonial  occupations  in  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan.  We  took  a side  against  U S. 
imperialism  by  calling  for  the  defense  of 
Iraq.  Today  we  call  for  the  immediate 
withdrawal  of  all  troops  from  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan.  Insofar  as  the  insurgents  on 
the  ground  aim  (heir  fire  against  the 
occupiers  and  their  lackeys,  we  call  for 
their  military  defense  against  U S.  impe- 
rialism. At  the  same  time,  we  lend  abso- 
lutely no  political  support  to  communalist 
forces.  The  SYC  seeks  to  win  students 
and  radical  youth  to  the  understanding 
(hat  only  socialist  revolution  can  end 
war.  racist  oppression  and  exploitation. 

In  contrast — let  me  make  this  clear 
— (he  Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation, 
the  Revolutionary  Communist  Parly,  the 
Workers  World  Parly  and  the  Interna- 
tiona) Socialist  Organization  [ISO],  to 
name  a few.  continue  to  build  class- 
collaborationist  antiwar  coalitions  to  urge 
the  Democrat.s  to  put  "people  over  prof- 
its." These  fake  socialists  present  an 
ob.siacle  to  our  revolutionary  Marxist 
perspective  by  lying  the  working  class  to 
their  bourgeois  class  enemies  and  push- 
ing the  illusion  that  the  capitalist  state 
can  be  reformed.  The  ISO,  for  instance, 
enthuses  over  how  the  bourgeois  politi- 
cian Obama  is  “a  breath  of  fresh  air.”  Or 
take  the  Workers  World  Party.  They  sup- 
port the  capitalist  Green  Party  candidate 
Cynthia  McKinney  while  they  also  leave 
the  door  wide  open  to  a vote  for  Obama. 
Remember  that  the  Workers  World  Party 
class  traitors  called  for  a vote  to  the 
Democrat  Jesse  Jackson  back  in  1988. 
And  if  you  look  at  the  Progressive  Labor 
Party,  they  even  call  to  "actively  partici- 
pate in  Obama's  campaign”! 

Barack  Obama  is  running  to  become 
the  chief  administrator  of  America’s  bloody 
imperialist  system  and  head  overseer  of  the 
modern-day  capitalist  plantation.  Obama. 
Hillary  Clinton  and  every  other  bour- 
geois politician.  Republican.  Democrat 
and  Green,  seek  to  maintain  capitalism, 
which  is  fundamentally,  at  its  core,  a 
racist  and  sexist  society.  Likewise  with 
Mumia’s  case,  the  reformists  build  faith 
in  the  capitalist  system,  as  expressed  in 


Defend  Activists  at 
Evergreen  State  College 


In  “Drop  Charges  Against  Evergreen 
6!  Reinstate  Olympia  SDS!"  {WV  No. 
914.  9 May),  we  reported  that  six  con- 
certgoers  face  frame-up  charges  fol- 
lowing the  cop  riot  at  a February  14 
Dead  Prez  concert  at  Evergreen  Slate 
College  in  Olympia.  Washington.  Out- 
rageously, as  part  of  this  ongoing 
witchhunt,  charges  of  malicious  mis- 
chief— a felony — and  riot  have  been 
filed  against  three  more  people.  Justin 
Killing,  Kelly  Primeaux  and  Christina 
Shimizu.  The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  de- 
mands: Drop  the  charges  now!  Hands 
off  the  concertgoers! 

Following  the  February  cop  riot, 
the  Olympia  branch  of  Students  for  a 
Democratic  Society  (SDS)  was  sus- 
pended by  the  Evergreen  State  College 
administration  in  an  act  of  political  cen- 
sorship. Supporters  of  SDS  have  been 
occupying  Evergreen's  Seminar  I build- 
ing since  May  21.  demanding  SDS's 
reinstatement  and  calling  to  “build  a 
movement  for  student  power.”  Cops  uir- 
geting  the  protesters  have  arrested  one 


supporter  of  SDS.  Shyam  Khanna,  who 
faces  charge.s  of  assault  and  riot  for 
allegedly  spitting  on  a cop  at  the  Olym- 
pia May  Day  demonstration.  Six  others 
also  face  charges  following  the  May 
Day  protest.  We  say:  Drop  the  charges 
now!  The  SYC  protests  SDS’s  suspen- 
sion and  defends  those  occupying  the 
building  against  any  reprisals  from  the 
administration  or  police.  At  the  same 
lime,  as  revolutionary  Marxists,  we  un- 
derstand that  students  do  not  have  the 
power  to  fundamentally  change  society. 
We  seek  to  win  the  best  radical  stu- 
dents over  to  the  side  of  the  working 
class,  which  uniquely  has  both  the  social 
power  and  the  objective  interest  to  over- 
throw the  capitalist  system  and  organize 
society  according  to  human  need. 
Donations  to  Evergreen  6 Legal 
Defense  should  be  made  through  their 
PayPal  account,  accessible  from  the 
Evergreen  6 Legal  Defense  Web  site 
■at  evergreen6.xl0hosting.com.  The 
address  advertised  in  our  last  article  is 
no  longer  in  use. 


6 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


[ Young  Spartacus 


SYC's  Anti-Imperialism  vs.  RCP's  Pro-Democratic  Party  Whitewash 


Berkeley  Protest  Against  John  Yoo, 

Architect  of  Torture 


CUBA 

m 


Young  Spartacus 

Spartacus  Youth  Club  at  protest  against  "torture  professor"  John  Yoo  at  UC 
Berkeley's  Boalt  Hall  laW  school,  May  17. 


On  May  1 7.  the  Spariacist  League  and 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  participated  in  a 
protest  against  "torture  professor"  John 
Yoo  outside  the  commencement  cere- 
mony at  UC  Berkeley's  Boalt  Hall  law 
school.  As  deputy  assistant  attorney  gen- 
eral. John  Yoo.  now  a law  professor  at  UC 
Berkeley,  authored  the  notorious  Justice 
Department  memos  that  provided  legal 
justification  for  the  U.S.  imperialists'  use 
of  torture  as  part  of  the  ruling  class' 
bipartisan  "war  on  terror."  Yoo  maintains 
that  the  bourgeoisie's  u.se  of  walerboard- 
ing  is  justified  and  that  there  are  no  legal 
restrictions  against  the  president's  order- 
ing the  torture  of  detainees.  Supported 
by  both  Democrats  and  Republicans,  the 
"war  on  terror " has  meant  bloody  imperi- 
alist slaughter  abroad  and  racist  repres- 
sion in  the  U.S..  and  John  Yoo  was  a key 
architect  of  it. 

The  protest  against  Yoo  was  called  by 
Act  Against  Torture  and  the  World  Can't 
Wait  campaign  (WCW)  of  the  reformist 
Revolutionary  Communist  Party  (RCP). 
We  intervened  into  this  demonstration 
to  protest  John  Yoo  from  our  revolution- 
ary Marxist  perspective,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  only  way  to  rid  the 
world  of  torture,  imperialist  war  and  bar- 
barism is  through  the  overturn  of  the 
capitalist  system  through  socialist  revo- 
lution. The  WCW  and  its  creator,  the 
RCP.  attempted  to  censor  our  revolution- 
ary internationalist  opposition  to  Ameri- 
can imperialism  so  that  they  could  push 
their  program  of  refurbishing  the  demo- 
cratic credentials  of  U.S.  imperialism. 

The  WeW's  call  for  the  demonstration. 
"Fire  & Dis-bar  (sic]  John  Yoo!  No  Pro- 
fessors Condoning  Torture  at  UC  Berke- 
ley." was  an  appeal  to  the  administration 
to  clean  up  the  campus,  and  they  urged 
students  to  petition  the  dean  to  fire  John 


Yoo.  We  are  for  students,  teachers  and 
campus  workers  driving  this  war  criminal 
off  campus.  But  to  paint  the  adminis- 
tration as  an  ally  against  this  war  crimi- 
nal is  a whitewash  of  the  administra- 
tion. which  is  the  representative  of  the 
capitalist  rulers  on  campus.  It  is  not  the 
bourgeoisie's  war  criminals,  but  leftist 
professors  like  Ward  Churchill  and  Nor- 
man Finkelstein.  student  activists  and 
campus  workers  whom  the  administration 
targets.  Universities  under  capitalism  are 
bourgeo/s  institutions  that  train  the  next 
generation  of  technocrats,  businessmen 
and  bureaucrats  to  maintain  the  rule  of 
the  capitalist  class.  We  remind  our  read- 
ers that  "progressive”  Berkeley  was  home 
to  the  Lawrence  Livermore  nuclear  weap- 
ons development  lab  for  decades. 

As  law  students  lined  the  walk  to  the 
Boalt  Hall  commencement  reception,  our 
comrades  chanted.  "John  Yoo  and  the 
CIA:  Torture  made  in  the  U.S. A.!”  and 
“John  Yoo.  imperialist  tool!  Overthrow 
U.S.  capitalist  rule!”  When  we  chanted. 
"Pressure  politics — no  solution!  We  need 
workers  revolution!”  and  “Democrats. 
Republicans — parties  of  war!  For  a work- 
ers party  to  wage  class  war!”.  RCPers 
started  to  panic  and  tried  to  drown  us  out 
by  chanting,  “Shame  on  who?  John  Yoo!" 
Law  graduates  filing  by  gave  thumbs  up 
for  our  next  chant.  "U.S.  imperialists  out 
of  Iraq  now!  U.S.  imperialists  out  of 
Afghanistan  now!  U.S.  imperialists  out  of 
the  Near  East  now!”  This  sent  the  refor- 
mists into  a frenzy,  arguing  that  the  dem- 
onstration could  only  take  up  John  Yoo 
and  torture! 

This  pathetic  attempt  at  political  cen- 


sorship showed  the  RCP’s  appetite  for 
unity  with  the  liberals  and  the  Democrats 
against  the  revolutionary  communists.  One 
RCPer  asked  us  how  we  would  like  it  if 
they  had  come  to  the  rally  we  built  for 
Mumia  and  chanted.  "Long  live  Mao.” 
We  would  have  welcomed  the  chance  to 
debate  Maoism  or  any  other  political  ques- 
tion. In  fact,  that’s  why  the  RCP  declined 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee’s  invita- 
tion to  endorse,  build  for  and  speak  at  the 
April  united-front  rallies  to  free  Mumia. 
They  fear  exposure  of  the  contradiction 
between  their  cynical  “revolutionary"  rhet- 
oric and  their  thoroughly  reformist  poli- 


tics. (See  "RCP  Maoists  ‘Serve  the  People' 
...Up  to  the  Democrats."  WV  No.  90 1. 
26  October  2007.) 

Several  RCPers  at  the  demo  argued 
that  their  WCW  campaign,  which  pushes 
as  its  main  slogan.  "Drive  out  the  Bush 
regime"  (read:  "vole  Democrat”),  was  a 
way  to  create  an  opening  for  revolution- 
ary politics.  Really  the  opposite  is  true. 
Far  from  creating  an  opening  for  a revo- 
lutionary program,  the  RCP  and  its  WCW 
project  divert  outrage  against  the  depre- 
dations of  U.S.  imperialism  back  into  the 
same  old  "lesser  evil”  Democratic  Party 
pressure  politics.! 


their  calls  for  a new  trial — a new.  fair 
trial.  Contrary  to  these  deadly  illusions, 
we  have  always  said  that  the  stale  is  not 
neutral,  and  we  have  to  fight  even  harder 
today  to  get  this  man  out  of  prison! 

Capitalism  means  a life  of  hell  espe- 
cially for  black  and  Hispanic  youth.  This 
is  a society  where  cops  occupy  the  ghet- 
tos like  open-air  prisons  and  they  kill 
with  impunity,  as  they  did  with  Aaron 
Harrison  right  here  in  Chicago  last  sum- 
mer. The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  lakes  the 
side  of  the  working  class  and  oppressed 
and  fights  against  all  manifestations  of 


racist  oppression.  We  fight  for  free, 
quality  education  for  all  and  take  a stand 
against  the  racist  purges  of  the  univer- 
sities. We  say:  Free  abortion  on  demand! 
Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immi- 
grants! The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  fights 
for  a Leninist  vanguard  workers  parly, 
the  necessary  instrumentality  for  interna- 
tional socialist  revolution,  the  only  hope 
for  a society  free  of  imperialist  war. 
women's  oppression  and  racial  oppres- 
sion. If  you  agree  with  that  program,  join 
us  in  this  fight!  Free  Mumia  now!  Abol- 
ish the  racist  death  penally!! 


Philly  Cops... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

and  its  state.  We  fight  for  Mumia's  free- 
dom as  part  of  the  broader  struggle  for 
black  liberation  based  on  the  program 
of  revolutionary  integrationism.  Combat- 
ting every  manifestation  of  racist  oppres- 
sion, we  underline  that  full  equality  for 
the  black  masses  requires  that  the  work- 
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ing  class  rip  the  economy  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  reorganize 
it  on  a socialist  basis.  Only  then  will 
it  be  possible  to  eliminate  the  material 
roots  of  black  oppression  through  the 
full  integration  of  black  people  into  an 
egalitarian  socialist  society  based  on  a 
collectivized  economy  with  quality  jobs, 
housing,  health  care  and  education  for 
all.  For  black  liberation  through  socialist 
revolution! 

The  social  power  of  labor  must  be 
mobilized  in  struggle  against  rampant 
police  brutality  and  racist  attacks.  Such 
struggle  must  be  infused  with  the  under- 
standing that  there  will  be  no  end  to 
cop  terror  short  of  the  destruction  of  the 
system  of  capitalist  exploitation  and 
racist  oppression  that  the  police  "serve 
and  protect.”  We  seek  to  forge  a Leninist 
vanguard  party  that  will  lead  all  of  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  in  the  fight  for 
socialist  revolution — the  only  road  to 
sweeping  away  the  capitalist  state  and  its 
frame-up  machinery  ! 


Join  the  Campaign 
to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation”  (earmarked  for  “Mumia”)  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu*Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  to  the  POC  earmarked  ‘Mumia  Legal  Defense'  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or 
other  events  for  Mumia's  legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above 
NLG  account  as  has  been  designated  by  Mumia’s  lawyer  for  this  purpose. 

Organize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization  s newsletter. 

Gef  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English,  German  and  French — $.50  each,  $10 
for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
right-wing  journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying 
tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself. 
The  PDC's  other  Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1).  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters 
the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia's  freedom, 

PDC  Button:  ‘Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!" — 
$1  each.  PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— $^0  DVD, 
$15  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man; 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!—$2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail:  partisandefense@earthlink.net  • Web  site;  www.partisandefense.org 
PO.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York,  NY  10013  • (212)406-4252 
RO.  Box  802867.  Chicago,  IL  60680  • (312)  563-0442 
RO.  Box  74575.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004  • (213)  380-8897 
RO,  Box  77462.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  . (510)  839-0852 
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For  Women’s  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


Turkey:  Women  and  the 
Permanent  Revolution 


The  following  arlicle  is  reprinted 
from  SpartakisiMx  170  (March  2Q0H), 
newspaper  of  the  Spariakist  Workers 
Party  of  Cennany.  section  of  the  Inter- 
national Conmuinisi  league  (Fourth 
Internationalist). 


SPARTAKIST 


In  the  novel  Snow,  by  acclaimed 
Turkish  aulhor  Orhan  Pamuk.  a local 
official  tells  Ka.  a returning  politi- 
cal exile  investigating  a wave  of  sui- 
cides among  young  women  and  girls. 
"What  is  certain  is  that  these  girls 
were  driven  to  suicide  because  they 
were  extremely  unhappy,. , But  if 
unhappiness  were  a genuine  reason 
for  suicide,  half  the  women  in  Tur- 
key would  be  killing  themselves." 
Pamuk’s  novel  is  set  in  Kars,  in  north- 
eastern Turkey.  In  the  southeastern 
Anatolian  town  of  Batman,  a real  epi- 
demic of  suicides,  forced  and  other- 
wise. has  seen  hundreds  of  young  women 
attempt  to  take  their  own  lives,  and 
dozens  have  succeeded.  The  great  19th- 
century  French  utopian  socialist  Charles 
Fourier  explained  that  the  status  of 
women  in  any  given  society  reflects  that 
society’s  general  level  of  human  emanci- 
pation. These  deaths  throw  into  stark 
relief  the  terrible  oppression  of  women  in 
Turkey,  revealing  a society  marked  by 
profound  religious  and  social  reaction 
that  is  reinforced  and  deepened  by  impe- 
rialist domination. 

The  status  of  women  has  become  a bat- 
tleground in  the  political  struggles  that 
have  been  rocking  Turkey  for  some  time. 
The  re-election  in  July  2007  of  Prime 
Minister  Recep  Tayyip  Erdogan  and  his 
reactionary  Islamic  Justice  and  Develop- 
ment Party  (AKP)  followed  massive  pro- 
tests last  April  in  defense  of  the  espoused 
secularism  of  the  Kemalist  Turkish  bour- 
geoisie and  against  the  AKP’s  plan  to 
appoint  Foreign  Minister  Abdullah  GUI. 
whose  wife  wears  a headscarf,  to  the 
presidency.  Some  Turkish  commentators 
called  these  protests  in  Ankara.  Istanbul 
and  Izmir  a "women’s  revolution."  Mil- 
lions of  women,  frightened  by  the  danger 


EmekDunyasi.nel 

Istanbul,  Fall  2007:  Solidarity  demonstration  with  women  workers  striking  against 
Novamed,  a pharmaceutical  manufacturer.  After  16  months  on  strike,  workers  won 
contract  and  wage  increase. 


Islamic  fundamentalism  poses,  were  said 
to  have  taken  part. 

On  February  9.  in  spite  of  mass  nation- 
alist protests  in  Ankara  and  Istanbul,  the 
Turkish  parliament  voted  in  favor  of 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  allow- 


On 22  February,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
Turkish  army’s  ground  offensive  against 
the  Kurds  in  northern  Iraq  was  taking 
place.  President  GUI  confirmed  the  lift- 
ing of  the  headscarf  ban.  There  are 
already  calls  by  the  Kemalists  and  “Non- 


Down  With  Islamic  Reaction! 
Down  With  Turkish  Nationalism! 


ing  headscarves  to  be  worn  at  Turkish 
universities.  An  article  in  junge  Welt  (9 
February)  described  how  the  Erdogan 
regime  secured,  for  now.  the  generals’ 
acquiescence: 

"Less  than  a year  ago  the  Turkish  gener- 
als threatened  a putsch  if  Erdogan  con- 
tinued advancing  the  Islamization  of  the 
country.  But  all  of  a sudden  there’s  no 
objection  to  be  heard.  The  MP  Aysel 
Tugluk  of  the  DTP  [pro-Kurdish  Demo- 
cratic Society  Party)  recently  revealed  in 
a speech  in  parliament  that  the  reason  for 
this  was  a deal  between  the  government 
and  the  armed  forces.  Erdogan  gave  the 
military  men  free  rein  on  the  Kurdish 
question — and  in  return  he  got  free  rein 
on  the  headscarf  question." 


Governmental  Organizations’’  for  mass 
protests  in  Izmir  and  Ankara  on  March  7. 
for  International  Women’s  Day.  against 
the  constitutional  amendment. 

The  motor  force  behind  the  mobiliza- 
tions was  a de  facto  coalition  of  the  army, 
the  bourgeois  Republican  People’s  Party 
(CHP)  and  the  constitutional  court,  pre- 
senting themselves  as  guardians  of  the 
"secular  legacy"  of  Mustafa  Kemal  AlatUrk, 
the  nationalist  founder  of  modem  Turkey. 
The  election  itself  was  sparked  when  in 
May  2007  the  constitutional  court,  em- 
boldened by  the  military’s  threats  against 
the  government,  ruled  Giil’s  appointment 
unconstitutional.  The  Ankara  protest  in 


2007  was  organized  by  the  Associa- 
tion for  Atatiirkist  Thought,  headed 
by  a former  military  commander  cur- 
rently under  investigation  for  plot- 
ting a coup  in  2003-2004.  Looking  to 
the  blood-drenched  military  as  an 
ally  in  the  struggle  for  women's  lib- 
eration is  deadly. 

For  Permanent  Revolution! 

Subjugated  by  imperialism,  strad- 
dling Europe  and  Asia  Minor.  Turkey 
is  a country  of  massive  social  and 
political  contradictions.  Leon  Trotsky, 
who  with  V.  I.  Lenin  was  co-leader 
of  the  I917  Bolshevik  Revolution  in 
Russia,  termed  such  contradictions 
"combined  and  uneven  development.” 
Unique  among  Islamic  countries  in 
that  it  is  officially  secular,  modern 
Turkey  arose  not  from  a bourgeois 
revolution,  but  from  the  subordination 
of  the  clerical  Ottoman  state  to  the 
nationalist  forces  led  by  Atatiirk.  Ris- 
ing Turkish  nationalism  also  meant  the 
ruthless  suppression  of  national  minori- 
ties. in  particular  the  slaughter  of  Arme- 
nians and  Kurds.  To  this  day.  uneven  .so- 
cial development  is  seen  in  every  aspect 
of  Turkish  society.  A sizable  industrial 
proletariat  exists  alongside  the  mass  of 
peasants  in  the  Anatolian  heartland  still 
subject  to  precapitalist  forms  of  exploita- 
tion. Behind  Istanbul’s  pubs,  chic  cafds. 
bright  malls  and  unveiled  women  in  jeans 
or  miniskirts,  stands  a vast  country  locked 
in  barbaric,  centuries-old  anti-woman 
practices,  stamped  by  dire  unemployment 
and  poverty. 

The  forces  of  political  Islam  now  vie 
with  those  of  the  “secular."  military- 
backed  bourgeoisie  over  who  shall  shape 
Turkey’s  destiny  and  reap  the  profits.  We 
revolutionary  Marxists  reject  this  frame- 
work. for  these  are  the  “choices"  posed 
by  a bankrupt  capitalist  ruling  class  inca- 
pable of  modernizing  this  country.  We 
look  instead  to  the  revolutionary  mobili- 
zation of  Turkey’s  powerful  multiethnic 
working  class,  standing  at  the  head  of  all 
the  oppressed,  which  alone  can  shatter 
the  chains  of  backwardness. 

With  its  enormous  social  contradic- 


Kiause/LAIF 


“Headscarf  war"  in  Turkey  traps  women  between  Islamists  and  Kemalist  nationalism.  Left:  Supporters  of  Erdogan’s 
AKP  protest  in  Konya  against  headscarf  ban.  Right:  Nationalists  protested  on  February  9 in  Ankara  against  lifting 
headscarf  ban  in  universities.  ^ 


tions,  Turkey  presents  a powerful  argu- 
ment for  Trotsky’s  theory  of  permanent 
revolution,  which  found  living  confirma- 
tion in  the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  Trot- 
sky’s theory  provides  the  program  for 
resolving  the  fundamental  democratic 
questions  posed  by  combined  and  uneven 
development  in  countries  like  Turkey 
that  came  to  capitalist  development  in 
the  epoch  of  imperialism.  In  such  eco- 
nomically backward  countries,  the  weak 
national  bourgeoisie,  dependent  on  its 
imperialist  masters  and  fearing  its  "own" 
proletariat,  is  incapable  of  taking  up 
the  democratic  tasks  formerly  associated 
with  the  European  bourgeois  revolutions: 
separation  of  the  state  from  religion, 
agrarian  revolution,  national  liberation. 
To  assure  the  completion  of  these  tasks  it 
is  necessary  for  the  proletariat  to  come  to 


For  a Socialist  Republic  of  United  Kurdistan! 
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power  through  socialist  revolution.  Hav- 
ing already  divided  the  world  for  exploi- 
tation. a handful  of  the  most  powerful 
imperialists  economically  strangles  the 
masses  of  semicolonial  countries.  In  such 
countries.  Trotsky  wrote. 

"the  complete  and  genuine  solution  of 
ihcir  tasks  of  achieving  democracy  and 
national  emancipation  is  conceivable 
only  ihrough  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat as  the  leader  of  the  subjugated 
nation,  above  all  of  its  peasant  masses." 

— The  TenuanaU  Revnltilion  (1930) 
In  power,  the  proletariat  will  expropri- 
ate the  bourgeoisie  and  the  htildings  of  its 
imperialist  masters  in  order  to  establish 
a collectivized,  planned  economy  where 
production  is  based  on  social  need  rather 
than  profit.  But  short  of  international  ex- 
tension of  the  revolution,  especially  to  the 
advanced  capitalist  countries,  the  devel- 
opment of  the  social  revolution  will  be 
arrested  and  ultimately  reversed. 

The  struggles  of  the  Turkish  working 
class  have  been  repeatedly  wrecked  by 
Stalinist  reformists  who.  pushing  the  class- 
collaborationist  program  of  "two-stage 
revolution,”  have  fostered  illusions  in 
the  supposed  "progressives"  of  the  deeply 
anti-communist  CHP.  The  program  of 
fighting  for  a "democratic"  revolution  in 
league  with  a mythical  "progressive"  and 
"anti-imperialist"  wing  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie. relegating  the  struggle  for  socialism 


Engels  explained  that  the  monogamous 
patrilineal  family  arose  "to  make  the  man 
supreme  in  the  family,  and  to  propagate, 
as  the  future  heirs  to  his  wealth,  children 
indisputably  his  own."  Along  with  the 
state  and  organized  religion,  the  family  is 
a mainstay  of  social  reaction,  regimenting 
the  population,  instilling  subservience  to 
authority  and  reinforcing  the  hold  of 
religion.  To  the  rulers,  poor  and  working- 
class  women  serve  the  purpose  of  raising 
a new  generation  of  exploited  toilers. 
Women  in  the  home  are  isolated  from  the 
centers  of  production.  But  working-class 


to  an  indefinite  future,  has  brought  defeat 
after  bloody  defeat.  From  the  massacres 
of  Indonesian  Communists  by  Suharto  in 
1965  to  Pinochet’s  1973  reign  of  terror 
against  the  Chilean  masses,  history  has 
repeatedly  demonstrated  that  the  first 
"stage"  of  "two-stage  revolution"  ends  in 
the  blood  of  the  workers  and  oppressed. 
The  second  stage  never  comes.  As  we 
wrote  in  our  “Declaration  of  Principles 
and  Some  Elements  of  Program"  (1998): 
‘Trotsky’s  program  of  permanent  revolu- 
tion is  the  alternative  to  placing  confi- 
dence in  fantasies  resting  upon  the  back- 
ward. imperialist-dependent  bourgeoisie 
of  one’s  own  oppressed  country  as  the 
vehicle  for  liberation.” 

In  Turkey,  as  in  other  backward  coun- 
tries. the  oppression  of  women  is  deeply 
rooted  in  religious  obscurantism  and  pre- 
capitalist “customs"  that  are  manipulated 
and  buttressed  by  imperialism.  Above  all. 
it  is  the  institution  of  the  family  that  is 
central  to  upholding  the  subjugation  of 
women  everywhere. 

In  the  17th  and  18th  centuries,  devel- 
oping capitalism  spawned  social  and 
political  revolutions  against  the  aristoc- 
racies. monarchies  and  churches  that 
propped  up  the  old  feudal  order,  to  the 
great  benefit  of  women.  The  elementary 
rights  that  most  Western  women  take  for 
granted — to  choose  your  marriage  part-’ 
ner.  birth  control,  divorce,  access  to  edu- 
cation. the  right  to  vote — do  not  exist  for 
women  in  the  tradition-bound,  priest- 
ridden  countries  of  the  East.  Christianity 
and  Judaism  had  to  conform  with  rising 
industrial  capitalism  and  the  bourgeois 
nation-states,  but  Islam  did  not  have  to 
adapt,  largely  because  it  remains  rooted 
in  those  parts  of  the  world  where  impe- 
rialism has  reinforced  social  backward- 
ness as  a prop  to  its  domination.  Bourgeois- 
democratic  gains  do  not  eliminate  the 
fundamental  oppression  of  women  in  the 
institution  of  the  family 

In  The  Orif’in  of  the  Family.  Private 
Property,  and  the  Stale  ( 1 884).  Friedrich 


Women  of 
different  ethnic 
backgrounds 
courageously 
protest  in 
Turkey  against 
disappearance  of 
their  relatives  by 
Turkish  state  and 
death  squads  at 
end  of  1990s. 


women,  along  with  working-class  men, 
have  great  potential  social  power  to  over- 
throw the  capitalist  system.  Only  a social- 
ist revolution  can  lay  the  material  basis 
for  the  replacement  of  the  family  and 
for  women’s  social  independence  from 
its  confines  through  collective  childcare, 
laundries  and  dining  halls. 

As  the  demonstrations  over  the  last 
year  headed  by  the  Kemalisl  bourgeoisie 
and  military  show,  if  women  are  not 
mobilized  as  part  of  the  proletarian  class 
struggle  they  can  be  mobilized  by  other 
forces  for  reactionary  ends.  The  fate  of 
women  and  their  struggle  for  emancipa- 
tion is  a strategic  question.  Because  the 
oppression  of  women  is  integral  to  capi- 
talist property  relations  and  is  bolstered 
ideologically  by  religion,  women’s  oppres- 
sion cannot  be  eradicated  in  capitalist  soci- 
ety. At  the  same  time,  without  a struggle 
to  end  women’s  oppression,  which  rein- 
forces all  forms  of  social  backwardness, 
there  will  be  no  proletarian  revolution. 

To  unleash  the  enormous  revolutionary 
potential  of  the  proletariat  requires  the 
leadership  of  a genuinely  communist  work- 
ers party — drawing  in  women  as  part  of 
its  leadership — armed  with  a program  for 
the  political  independence  of  the  working 
class  and  for  the  fight  for  socialist  revo- 
lution. as  well  as  a broad  vision  of  a 
social  order  of  equality  and  freedom. 
Such  a party  will  champion  full  equality 
for  women  and  their  integration  into  the 
workforce,  where  they  will  acquire  social 
power.  Such  a parly  will  stand  for  equal 
pay  for  equal  work  and  will  lead  the  fight 
to  end  all  backward  practices,  such  as 
“honor"  killings,  polygamy  and  bride 
price.  The  fight  for  basic  needs  and  dem- 
ocratic rights — an  end  to  arranged  and 
forced  marriages  and  the  seclusion  of 
the  veil,  freedom  from  poverty  and  legal 
subjugation,  the  right  to  education  and 
free  health  care,  including  free  and  safe 
abortion  on  demand — is  an  attack  on  the 
foundations  of  the  imperialist-dominated 
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Left:  Turkish  troops 
Invade  northern 
Iraq  earlier  this  year 
in  attack  against 
Kurdish  PKK. 

Right:  Spartacists 
at  Berlin 
demonstration 
protest  against  the 
attack,  February  27. 
Sign  at  center 
reads:  "Turkish 
Army  Out  of 
Kurdish  Regions! 
Imperialists 
Out  of  Iraq! 

Hands  Off  Iran!" 


capitalist  social  order  and  poses  nothing 
less  than  a socialist  revolution, 

The  "Headscarf  Wars"  and 
Women’s  Oppression 

The  imperialists  welcomed  the  AKP’s 
re-election  last  July  A European  Union 
(EU)  spokesman  declared.  “Giil  is  appre- 
ciated in  Europe,"  and  financial  analysts 
in  the  U.S.  were  similarly  bullish  on  (he 
AKP.  In  its  prior  five  years  in  power,  the 
AKP  carried  out  privatizations,  attacked 
Turkey’s  unions  and  followed  the  IMF’s 
dictates  to  the  letter  in  most  cases.  As 
long  as  Erdogan  delivers  stability  and 
profits  for  the  imperialists,  his  goal  of 
resolving  Turkey’s  contradictions  in  favor 
of  Islam  will  not  unduly  trouble  his  Euro- 
pean and  American  masters. 

In  the  wake  of  its  victory,  the  AKP 
wasted  no  time  in  this  regard.  New  con- 
stitutional amendments  were  announced 
scrapping  the  longstanding  ban  on  the 
headscarf  in  colleges  and  public  institu- 
tions and  replacing  a clause  in  the  current 
constitution  that  obliges  the  government 
to  "ensure  equality  for  both  men  and 
women"  with  one  that  describes  women 
as  a "vulnerable  group  in  need  of  special 
protection."  Meanwhile,  the  emboldened 
forces  of  Islamic  reaction  are  starting  to 
change  the  political  and  social  landscape 
of  Turkey,  including  in  cities  like  Istan- 
bul. Some  government  offices  are  organ- 
izing work  schedules  according  to  prayer 
times,  and  boys  and  girls  are  being  sep- 
arated in  high  schools,  a wholly  reaction- 
ary measure.  During  the  month  of  Rama- 
dan last  fall,  which  is  holy  to  Muslims, 
most  restaurants  stopped  serving  alcohol 
and  the  police  brutally  beat  people  for 
smoking  and  drinking.  The  effect  of  more 
than  two  decades  of  rising  political  Islam 
in  the  Near  East  is  apparent  in  Istanbul, 
where  the  veil  and  headscarf  are  increas- 
ingly prevalent.  Today,  some  form  of  veil- 
ing is  worn  by  more  than  60  percent  of 
Turkish  women. 

The  ban  on  the  veil  harks  back  to  the 
early  days  of  the  republic  when  Ataturk. 
in  his  drive  to  modernize  the  country  at 
gunpoint,  campaigned  vigorously  against 
religious  symbols  and  issued  decrees  ban- 
ning all  forms  of  religious  dress  in  schools 
and  public  institutions.  The  current  “head- 
scarf war"  dates  back  to  the  early  1 980s. 
when  the  military,  self-appointed  guard- 
ians of  “secular  order.”  reinforced  the 
ban  after  their  1 980  coup.  The  rising 
forces  of  Islamic  fundamentalism  natu- 
rally opposed  it. 
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When  the  Islamic  Welfare  Party  of 
Necmettin  Erbakan  surged  to  power  in 
1 996  and  allowed  veiling  in  government 
offices,  the  military  again  tightened  the 
ban  on  the  veil  as  part  of  its  effort  to  stem 
the  tide  of  "Islamic  subversive  activities." 
Erbakan  was  forced  out  of  power  by  (he 
military  in  1997.  and  in  1998  his  Welfare 
Parly  was  banned.  It  was  in  this  context 
that  a medical  student.  Leyla  Sahin.  ex- 
pelled from  Istanbul  University  in  1 998 
for  refusing  to  remove  her  headscarf, 
launched  a legal  challenge  to  the  ban.  In 
November  2005.  the  bourgeois  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights  ruled  on  her  case, 
upholding  Turkey's  ban  on  women  wear- 
ing headscarves  in  universities. 

We  are  opposed  to  the  veil,  no  matter 
what  its  form,  as  both  a symbol  and 
instrument  of  women’s  oppression,  but 
we  are  equally  unambiguous  in  our  oppo- 
sition to  state  bans  or  restrictions  on  it.  As 
Marxists  we  uphold  the  democratic  prin- 
ciple of  separation  of  religion  and  state 
and  oppose  both  state  funding  of  religious 
schools  and  religious  instruction  within 
public  educational  institutions.  We  are  for 
free,  secular  education  for  all.  Islamic 
fundamentalists  will  use  any  easing  of  the 
ban  on  the  headscarf  to  exert  social  pres- 
sure on  women  to  cover  themselves.  None- 
theless. we  oppose  state  interference  in 
private  religious  practices,  which  paves 
the  way  for  the  state  to  meddle  in  the  lives 
of  religious  minorities  and  to  repress 
workers  and  leftist  organizations. 

We  also  oppose  the  bans  against  veiled 
Muslim  girls  and  women  that  have  spread 
across  West  Europe.  These  bans  are  sim- 
ply racist  and  have  seen  girls  expelled 
from  school  and  women  driven  from  jobs 
and  public  places.  The  oppressed  Mus- 
lim minority  in  Europe  suffers  the  daily 
humiliations  of  racism,  segregation  and 
police  violence.  The  anti-veil  hysteria 
also  .serves  as  an  extension  of  the  racist 
"war  on  terror”  directed  in  the  main 
against  Muslims. 

In  Turkey,  as  in  West  Europe,  barring 
religious  women  from  education  and  uni- 
versities because  they  refuse  to  remove 
their  headscarves  can  only  deepen  their 
isolation  from  secular  currents,  increas- 
ing the  hold  of  religious  reaction  and 
family  domination.  Moreover,  cases  like 
Sahin’s,  or  Erdogan 's  daughters,  who  were 
sent  to  study  in  the  U.S.  where  they  could 
wear  the  headscarf,  become  lightning  rods 
for  religious  reaction  in  the  name  of  "dem- 
ocratic” rights.  The  mass  of  Turkish  women. 

continued  on  page  W 
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Turkey... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

who  are  fnostly  poor,  have  no  options 
such  as  those  available  to  Erdogan's 
daughters.  Their  fate  will  continue  to  be 
forced  marriages,  stultifying  household 
drudgery  and  successive  pregnancies. 

Contrary  to  Erdogan  and  Islamic 
women’s  groups,  the  veil  is  not  an  exer- 
cise in  “religious  freedom”  or  a sign  of 
submission  to  a deity.  Nor  is  it  simply  a 
reactionary  symbol  of  religious  affiliation 
like  the  Christian  cross  or  Jewish  yar- 
mulke.  The  veil  is  the  physical  symbol 
of  the  submission  of  women  to  men.  the 
permanent,  imposed  affirmation  of  their 
inferior  status.  It  represents  the  extension 
outside  the  home  of  the  seclusion  im- 
posed on  women  by  reactionary  sharia 
law  (Islamic  law). 

To  depict  the  covering  of  a woman’s 
body  as  a quaint  cultural  attribute  or 
merely  a “choice”  of  dress  is  liberal  non- 
sense. Such  "cultural  relativism"  prettifies 
hideous  oppression  and  Marxists  reject  it. 
The  headscarf  might  be  less  onerous  than 
the  chador  or  niqab,  prisons  for  the  body 
beneath  which  the  wearer  suffocates,  but 
they  all  reflect  the  view  of  women  as 
property,  less  than  fully  human.  The  veil 
is  the  glaring  manifestation  of  the  social 
program  of  the  reactionary  Islamist  forces 
operating  in  Iran.  Saudi  Arabia  and  be- 
yond. and  it  means  nothing  less  than  total 
servitude  for  women. 

Ataturk  and  the  Limits  of 
Bourgeois  Nationalism 

With  the  collapse  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  and  its  defeat  in  World  War  1.  the 
Near  East  was  carved  up  between  the 
British  and  French  imperialists.  The  rapa- 
cious Treaty  of  Sevres  saw  the  Ottoman 
Empire  dismembered  and  driven  out  of 
the  Balkans.  However,  the  imperialists 
did  not  reckon  with  the  Bolsheviks.  The 
1917  Russian  Revolution — and  its  exten- 
sion to  largely  Muslim  Central  Asia  in  the 
course  of  the  bloody  three-year  Civil  War 
against  the  imperialist-backed  counter- 
revolutionary White  armies — triggered  a 
series  of  national  revolts  and  popular 
uprisings  in  the  broad  swath  occupied 
by  British  forces  from  Egypt  through 
the  Fertile  Crescent  to  Iran.  In  Turkey,  a 
1919  peasant  revolt  gave  mass  backing 
to  Ataturk  and  his  bourgeois-nationalist 
forces.  Emerging  from  the  remnants  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire,  the  Turkish  republic 
was  founded  in  1923  following  a fierce 
war  that  drove  out  the  imperialist  forces, 
notably  Britain,  which  was  pushing  to 
assert  its  domination  over  Turkey,  The 
defeat  of  the  British-sponsored  military 
offensive  was  achieved  through  extended 
economic  and  military  support  from 
Soviet  Russia  under  Lenin. 

Ataturk  and  his  Republican  People’s 
Party  inherited  an  economically  retarded 
country  lacking  a concentration  of  mod- 
em industry.  Insofar  as  a small  capitalist 
class  existed,  it  was  Armenian  and  Greek. 


Literacy  campaign  for  women  in 
Soviet  Caucasus  in  1920s.  Bolsheviks 
(ought  to  emancipate  women  in  back- 
ward regions  of  former  tsarist  empire. 

with  a smaller  Jewish  component.  To 
build  the  national  capitalist  state,  the 
Kemalist  movement  used  Turkish  nation- 
alism as  a weapon.  The  Armenians — 
victims  of  a genocidal  campaign  in  World 
War  1 — were  driven  from  the  country,  as 
were  the  Greeks,  and  the  Jews  were  sub- 
jected to  pogromist  violence. 

Acting  as  the  vanguard  of  the  nascent 
Turkish  bourgeoisie,  the  Kemalists  em- 
barked on  a program  of  reforms  aimed  at 
removing  all  obstacles  to  the  develop- 
ment of  a modem  capitalist  nation-state. 
Dismantling  the  strongholds  of  institu- 
tionalized Islam,  they  proclaimed  the 
country  a “secular"  republic  and  abol- 
ished the  caliphate  (office  of  Islamic 
ruler).  Islam,  which  does  not  recognize 
national  boundaries,  was  in  contradiction 
to  the  Kemalist  aim  of  constructing 
a Turkish  nation-state,  and  it  ceased  to 
be  the  state  religion.  Sharia  law  was 
replaced  by  a constitution  based  on  the 
Swiss  Civil  Code  and  the  Italian  Penal 
Code,  polygamy  was  prohibited,  and 
religious  orders  and  brotherhoods  were 
outlawed.  Religious  symbols — the  veil  in 
schools  and  public  institutions,  and  the 
fez  everywhere — were  banned.  The  Latin 
alphabet  was  introduced  and  the  Western 
calendar  was  adopted. 

The  social  position  of  women  also 
changed.  The  huge  loss  of  men  in  the 
imperialist  carnage  of  World  War  1 and  in 
the  Turkish  War  of  Independence  created 
a labor  shortage.  As  a result,  women  were 
drawn  into  the  labor  force.  They  were 
granted  the  right  to  vote  in  the  1930  local 
elections.  In  1934.  they  won  the  right  to 
vote  and  run  for  office  in  parliamentary 
elections,  well  before  women  in  many 
European  countries.  In  the  1937  elec- 
tions. 18  women  deputies  were  elected  to 
parliament  (a  result  never  again  equaled). 

Ataturk  saw  himself  as  a modernizer 
who  could,  with  a few  strokes  of  his  pen. 


drag  the  country  from  the  medieval  age 
into  the  20th  century.  Grafted  onto  a 
backward  society.  80  percent  of  which 
was  rural  and  dominated  by  feudal  rela- 
tions. his  reforms  were  necessarily  partial 
and  prone  to  challenge  and  reversal.  Tur- 
key lacked  not  only  a national  bourgeoi- 
sie but  also  a significant  proletariat, 
which  alone  could  transform  the  country 
and  lay  the  basis  for  continued  social 
progress.  As  Trotsky  wrote  in  The  Perma- 
nent Revolution: 

■'Under  the  conditions  of  the  imperialist 
epoch  the  national  democratic  revolution 
can  be  carried  through  to  a victorious 
end  only  when  the  social  and  political 
relationships  of  the  country  are  mature 
for  putting  the  proletariat  in  power  as  the 
leader  of  the  masses  of  the  people.  And 
if  this  is  not  yet  the  case?  Then  the  strug- 
gle for  national  liberation  will  produce 
only  very  partial  results,  results  directed 
entirely  against  the  working  mas.ses." 

In  the  first  instance,  the  results  in  Tur- 
key were  directed  against  the  fledgling 
Communists.  Although  Aiatiirk  had  lifted 
the  ban  on  the  Communist  Parly  follow- 
ing the  Soviet-Turkish  Treaty,  once  the 
British-backed  Greek  military  was  de- 
feated in  1922-23.  Ataturk  crushed  the 
Communists,  murdering  their  leaders.  The 
young  Soviet  stale  and  the  Communist 
International  had  sought  to  advance  the 
cause  of  socialist  revolution  in  Turkey, 
and  the  Comintern  denounced  "these  new 
crimes  of  the  ruling  classes  in  Turkey." 

Ataliirk’s  reforms  could  not  resolve  the 
basic  democratic  questions.  There  were 


no  attempts  at  land  reform  or  expropria- 
tion of  the  landlords.  Far  from  resolving 
the  question  of  national  minorities,  espe- 
cially the  Kurdish  question.  Ataturk 
unleashed  a bloody  assault  against  the 
Kurds  in  the  name  of  fighting  religious 
backwardness.  By  the  late  1930s.  1.5  mil- 
lion people  were  either  massacred  or  forc- 
ibly transferred.  Public  use  and  teaching 
of  the  Kurdish  language  was  prohibited. 
The  caliphate  was  abolished,  but  genuine 
separation  of  mosque  and  stale  was  never 
carried  out.  Rather,  the  religious  hierar- 
chy was  brought  under  the  control  of  the 
stale  through  the  Directorate  of  Religious 
Affairs.  Today,  with  a staff  of  80.000 
imams  (Muslim  religious  leaders),  this 
institution  controls  a network  of  nearly 
77.000  mosques,  religious  education, 
foundations  and  charities  and  even  dic- 
tates the  content  of  the  Friday  sermons. 

Urban  women,  especially  those  of  the 
ruling  class,  certainly  benefited  from  the 
Kemalist  reforms.  But  the  lives  of  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  women,  especially 
in  the  backward,  con.servative  country- 
side. changed  little.  The  headscarf  ban. 
instead  of  a liberating  measure,  deepened 
women’s  exclusion  from  school,  govern- 
ment service  and  public  life.  The  gulf 
between  the  secular,  educated  bourgeoisie 
and  the  illiterate  masses,  between  city  and 
countryside,  widened.  Indeed,  nothing  is 
more  cynical  than  the  Kemalist  elite’s 
posture  as  partisans  of  women’s  rights. 
The  same  Turkish  stale  that  banned  the 
veil  in  schools  in  the  guise  of  liberating 
women,  for  years  forced  virginity  tests  on 
schoolgirls,  women  in  police  custody  and 
girls  in  state-run  foster  homes,  a practice 
banned  only  after  five  girls  attempted  sui- 
cide in  1999,  Women's  inferior  status  is 
reinforced  by  textbooks  pounding  chil- 
dren with  the  message.  "The  father  is  the 


head  of  the  family,  and  the  wife,  who  does 
the  cooking  and  looks  after  the  children,  is 
his  assistant  and  companion.” 

For  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

The  social  transformations  in  Soviet 
Rus.sia,  especially  in  Central  Asia,  stood 
in  powerful  contrast  to  the  Turkey  of 
Kemal  Aiallirk.  Between  Kemalism  and 
Bolshevism  lay  the  gigantic  achievement 
of  a thoroughgoing  proletarian  revolu- 
tion. Having  expropriated  the  bourgeoi- 
sie, nationalized  the  land  and  collectivized 
industry,  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  gave 
national  rights  to  the  myriad  oppressed 
peoples  in  the  tsarist  "prison  house  of 
peoples"  and  abolished  the  estates  of  the 
landed  nobility.  The  first  steps  taken  by  the 
workers  slate  toward  planning  the  econ- 
omy in  the  interests  of  the  toilers  brought 
enormous  gains  to  working  women. 

The  Marxist  understanding  of  women’s 
oppression  as  linked  to  private  properly 
and  especially  to  the  oppressive  institu- 
tion of  the  family  was  integral  to  the  Bol- 
shevik program  and  strategy  for  building 
socialism  internationally.  The  Russian 
Revolution  sought  to  bring  women  into 
full  participation  in  economic,  social  and 
political  life  (see  “The  Russian  Revolu- 
tion and  the  Emancipation  of  Women.” 
Spartacisi  [English-language  edition)  No. 
59.  Spring  2006).  But  the  Bolsheviks 
were  keenly  aware  that  they  could  not 
overcome  the  backwardness  and  poverty 


of  Russia  simply  by  decree — they  knew 
that  without  qualitative  economic  devel- 
opment that  would  lay  the  material  basis 
for  replacing  the  social  functions  of  the 
family,  the  full  liberation  of  women  was 
a utopian  fantasy.  That  is  why  they  built 
the  Communist  International  and  fought 
for  the  international  extension  of  the 
revolution  to  the  advanced  industrialized 
countries, 

In  the  historically  Muslim  regions  of 
Central  Asia,  the  Bolsheviks  undertook 
the  enormous  task  of  trying  to  liberate 
women.  When  they  spoke  of  “martyrs 
fallen  on  the  women’s  liberation  front.” 
they  were  talking  about  the  dedicated  and 
heroic  activists  from  the  Department  for 
Work  Among  Women  (Zhenotdel).  who 
put  on  the  veil  to  bring  to  the  women  of  the 
Muslim  East  news  of  the  new  Soviet  laws 
and  programs  that  would  change  their 
lives.  In  Central  Asia,  where  a small  but 
significant  proletariat  held  stale  power, 
the  workers  state  was  able  to  invest  some 
of  the  economic  surplus  from  the  more 
advanced  urban  areas  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
It  look  a couple  of  decades  before  the  pro- 
ductive capacity  of  the  planned  economy 
had  developed  sufficiently  to  provide  jobs, 
education,  medical  care  and  social  serv- 
ices on  a scale  wide  enough  to  under- 
cut primitive  Islamic  traditions.  But  by 
this  time,  the  Bolsheviks'  revolutionary 
program  had  been  supplanted  by  Stalin- 
ism’s nationalist  ideology  of  building 
“socialism  in  one  country"  and  its  counter- 
revolutionary glorification  of  the  family. 
Notwithstanding  the  degeneration  of  the 
Soviet  workers  state,  the  planned  economy 
demonstrated  its  superiority  in  the  great 
advances  achieved  for  women  and  the  his- 
torically Muslim  peoples  in  Soviet  Cen- 
tral Asia,  where  conditions  before  the  Bol- 
shevik Revolution  had  been  as  backward 
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and  benighted  as  in  Afghanistan  today. 

It  js  the  oppressive  institution  of  the 
family  that  is  at  the  heart  of  the  increas- 
ing number  of  "//mnu.s."  or  “honor”  killings, 
in  Turkey,  a barbaric  practice  steeped  in 
the  backwardness  of  rural  societies.  In 
IQ83  we  reviewed  Yilma/  Gimey's  film 
YoL  in  which  a husband  murders  his  wife 
as  punishment  for  adultery,  and  a young 
couple,  forced  to  floe  to  get  married 
because  the  parents  disapprove,  is  hunted 
down  and  killed  by  the  bride’s  family 
(Women  and  Hevoliilion  No.  27.  Winter 
1983-84).  Twenty-four  years  later,  at  least 
200  girls  and  young  women  are  thought  to 
be  murdered  each  year  by  their  families. 
The  real  number  is  likely  far  higher,  as 
most  “honor  * murders  are  hushed  up  and 
go  unreported  or  take  the  form  of  "forced 
suicides."  A UN  report  puts  these  barbaric 
killings  worldwide  at  over  5.000  a year,  a 
number  that  surely  understates  reality. 

Young  girls  have  been  strangled,  bur- 
ied alive  or  stoned  to  death  for  such 
"crimes”  as  having  a consensual  sexual 
relationship  outside  marriage,  rejecting 
an  arranged  marriage,  wearing  a short 
skirt,  dating,  stealing  a glance  at  a boy  or 
being  raped  by  a stranger  or  relative. 
Malicious  neighborhood  gossip  can  incur 
a death  sentence.  Until  recently,  mur- 
derers received  lenient  sentences,  as  the 
law  provides  "unjust  provocation"  as  an 
available  defense. 

In  impoverished  rural  Turkey,  where  a 
woman’s  “honor”  is  a measurable  com- 
modity. young  brides  are  humiliated  by 
having  to  display  a bloody  sheet  after 
their  wedding  night.  Anatolian  girls  are 
often  married  off  at  a very  young  age  to 
men  they  have  never  seen,  treated  little 
better  than  cattle  to  be  purchased  at  the 
proper  price.  Divorce,  considered  a social 
taboo,  is  extremely  rare;  only  2.6  percent 
of  Turkish  women  over  30  are  single. 
Interethnic  and  interfaith  marriages  are 
not  allowed.  Crossing  these  lines  can 
mean  a death  sentence  for  women  (and 
the  men  who  marry  them). 

The  travails  of  Turkish  and  Kurdish 
women  do  not  end  when  they  emigrate 
to  Europe.  In  the  segregated  immigrant 
communities,  all  the  reactionary,  oppres- 
sive traditions  are  preserved  through  ties 
to  the  homeland.  Young  immigrant  and 
minority  women  are  trapped  between  the 
racism  of  these  societies  and  oppressive, 
rigid  family  strictures.  Unable  to  find  jobs 
that  provide  financial  independence,  life 
for  them  is  an  endless  saga  of  miseries. 
The  2005  murder  by  her  brothers  of 
Hatun  Siirucii.  a young  Kurdish  mother  in 
Germany,  shows  that  women  may  pay 
with  their  lives.  Her  "crime”  was  to  leave 
an  arranged  marriage,  .seek  an  independ- 
ent life  with  her  child  and  choo.se  a West- 
ern lifestyle.  As  we  explained  in  "‘Honor’ 
Killings  in  Germany”  (Workers  Vanguard 
No.  850.  10  June  2005); 

‘The  concept  of  'family  honor.’  i.e.,  con- 
trol of  the  sexuality  of  women  by  their 
family,  is  not  exclusively  Islamic,  but 
rather  connected  to  a mode  of  production 
where  a clan — a senes  of  related 
extended  families — holds  and  works  the 
land  in  common.” 

Indeed,  “honor”  killings  in  the  Near  East 
take  place  in  Christian  families  as  well 
as  Muslim  ones.  Engels  put  it  trench- 
antly: “In  order  to  make  certain  of  the 
wife’s  fidelity  and  therefore  of  the  pater- 
nity of  the  children,  she  is  delivered  over 
unconditionally  into  the  power  of  the 
husband;  if  he  kills  her.  he  is  only  exer- 
cising his  rights.” 

Islam  Rising,  Women  Falling 

Erdogan  has  taken  pains  to  show  that  he 
is  not  a Turkish  version  of  the  Iranian  fun- 
damentalist mullahs,  and  there  is  .some 
truth  to  that.  But  he  and  the  AKP  have 
always  been  open  about  their  goal  of 
breaking  down  all  barriers  to  Islamic 
domination  of  social  life.  "Thank  God 
Almighty.  1 am  a servant  of  the  Shariah” 
(Wall  Street  Journal,  19  October  2006). 
Erdogan  once  boasted.  After  his  election 
as  mayor  of  Istanbul  in  1994.  he  pro- 
claimed himself  the  city’s  imam,  opened 
public  meetings  with  prayers  and  banned 
alcohol  in  municipal  restaurants,  a ban 
now  extended  to  61  of  Turkey’s  81  prov- 
inces. Erdogan  opposes  abortion  and  con- 
traception and  he  tried,  without  success. 
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Thousands  of  courageous 
women  took  up  arms 
alongside  Red  Army  in 
Afghanistan  in  struggle 
against  mujahedin  cutthroats. 
We  called  to  extend  social 
gains  of  October  Revolution 
to  Afghan  peoples. 


to  criminalize  adultery.  He  would  not 
shake  a woman’s  hand.  He  has  rejected 
any  suggestion  that  Turkey  is  a "moder- 
ate” Islamic  state,  declaring.  "Islam  is 
Islam”  ( Today 's  2aman . 1 0 October  2007 ). 

This  reactionary  climate,  in  which 
religious  violence  vies  with  nationalism, 
is  a deadly  danger.  A 92-year-old  profes- 
sor of  Sumerian  history  was  pul  on  trial 
for  publishing  a book  linking  the  origin  of 
the  veil  to  prostitutes  in  Sumerian  limes. 
In  the  1990s.  secular  writers,  academics, 
feminists  and  journalists  were  killed  in  a 
spate  of  attacks  by  fundamentalists  as  well 
as  by  nationalists  and  circles  close  to  the 
military.  More  recently,  several  intellec- 
tuals and  writers  were  put  on  trial  for 
"insulting  Turkishness.”  Among  them  was 
Orhan  Pamuk,  The  charges  against  him 
were  dropped  after  an  international  out- 
cry. Turkish-Armenian  journalist  Hrant 
Dink,  an  advocate  of  exposing  the  mass 
killings  of  Armenians  in  the  last  days  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire,  was  less  fortunate. 
His  murder  by  a Turkish  nationalist  was 
the  direct  result  of  his  conviction  for 
"insulting  Turkish  identity.” 

As  in  much  of  the  Near  East  in  the  last 
two  decades.  Islamic  fundamentalism  as 
a mass  political  force  in  Turkey  is  a reac- 
tionary outcome  of  disenchantment  with 
the  ineptitude,  corruption  and  bankruptcy 
of  bourgeois  nationalism.  Stalinist  be- 
trayal and,  above  all.  the  absence  of  a 
viable  communist  alternative.  The  frus- 
tration. anger  and  despair  of  the  masses 
that  grew  out  of  their  dire  misery  and  deg- 
radation have  provided  fertile  ground  for 
the  spread  of  Islamic  fundamentalism. 
Not  only  is  religion  the  opium  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  Marx  said,  but  also; 

"Religious  .suffering  is,  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  the  expression  of  real  suffer- 
ing and  a protest  against  real  suffering. 
Religion  is  the  sigh  of  the  oppressed 
creature,  the  heart  of  a heartless  world, 
and  the  soul  of  soulless  conditions." 

The  millions  of  dispossessed  peasants, 
unemployed  youth  and  low-wage  migrant 
workers  in  the  shantytowns  ringing  Tur- 
key’s major  cities  find  a comforting  retreat 
in  religion.  They  direct  their  hopes  not 
only  to  heaven,  but  more  so  to  its  earthly 
representation  in  the  Islamic  solidarity 
networks  of  clinics,  schools,  charities, 
cooperatives  and  other  free  personal  and 
social  services  that  have  become  a vitally 
necessary  alternative  to  scant  government 
services  gutted  by  IMF-imposed  austerity 
measures.  They  have  provided  a bottom- 
less pool  for  recruitment  to  the  ranks  of 
Islamic  fundamentalists  who  pose  as  anti- 
imperialists. saviors  from  mass  poverty 
and  promoters  of  social  justice. 

It  was  under  the  rule  of  the  ‘’secular” 
military  generals  in  the  early  1980s  that 
Islamic  fundamentalism  began  to  flourish. 
Islam  was  viewed  as  a potential  bulwark 
against  communism  and  trade-union  mili- 
tancy. The  generals’  constitution  made 
religious  instruction  compulsory  at  all 
pre-university  levels.  The  religious  schools 
set  up  for  the  imams  were  seedbeds  for 
Islamic  ideology  and  provided  activists 
and  leaders  for  the  Islamic  fundamental- 
ist movement.  The  number  of  religious 
school  graduates  increased  fourteen-fold. 


compared  with  a tripling  of  those  from  the 
secular  state  schools,  during  the  military's 
rule. 

The  watershed  for  the  Islamic  funda- 
mentalist movement  was  the  1979  Iranian 
"revolution.”  In  the  minds  of  many  im- 
poverished Muslims,  this  mass  upheaval, 
which  overthrew  one  of  the  most  op- 
pressive. Western-backed  regimes  in  the 
region,  redefined  (falsely)  Islamic  reac- 
tion as  an  anti-imperialist  ideology  of  lib- 
eration. While  most  of  the  left  around 
the  world  tailed  the  Iranian  mullahs,  the 
International  Communist  League  (then 
the  international  Spartacisi, tendency)  de- 
clared: "Down  with  the  Shah!  Down  with 
Khomeini!  For  workers  revolution  in 
Iran!”  Once  in  power,  the  mullahs  en- 
slaved women  under  the  veil,  slaughtered 
thousands  of  workers.  leftists  and  homo- 
sexuals. and  intensified  murderous  repres- 
sion against  Kurds  and  other  minorities. 

The  growth  of  Islamic  fundamentalism 
was  further  augmented  in  the  1980s  by 
U.S.  imperialism's  massive  arming  and 
organizing  of  the  Afghan  mujahedin  holy 
warriors  against  the  Soviet  Union's  1979 
intervention  in  Afghanistan.  This  was  the 
CIA’s  largest  covert  operation  ever,  and 
it  turned  Afghanistan  into  the  front  line 
of  the  imperialists’  relentless  drive  to 
destroy  the  Soviet  Union  through  capital- 
ist counterrevolution.  We  hailed  the  Red 
Army  intervention,  for  it  opened  the  way 
to  the  liberation  of  the  Afghan  peoples, 
especially  the  horribly  oppressed  women, 
and  we  called  to  extend  the  gains  of  the 
October  1917  Revolution  to  the  Afghan 
peoples.  In  the  first  war  in  modem  his- 
tory in  which  women’s  emancipation  was 
a central  issue,  the  Red  Army  battled  the 
murderous  imperialist-armed  and  -financed 
Islamic  fundamentalists,  who  threw  acid 
in  the  faces  of  unveiled  women  and  killed 
schoolteachers  who  taught  young  girls  to 
read.  We  denounced  the  1989  withdrawal 
of  Soviet  troops  from  Afghanistan  as 
a betrayal  of  women  and  the  oppressed 
Afghan  peoples.  The  Red  Army  pullout 
was  a pivotal  event  directly  linked  to  the 
final  collapse  of  the  USSR  itself,  which 
was  a historic  defeat  not  only  for  the  peo- 
ples of  the  Soviet  Union,  but  for  the 
whole  of  the  international  working  class. 

We  Trotskyists  fought  until  the  last  bar- 


ricade to  defend  the  Soviet  Union  and. 
earlier,  the  deformed  workers  states  in 
East  Europe.  We  were  guided  by  our  Trot- 
skyist program  of  unconditional  military 
defense  of  these  states  against  imperial- 
ism and  capitalist  counterrevolution  and 
of  proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracies.  During  1989- 
92,  the  International  Communist  League 
intervened  uniquely,  first  in  East  Ger- 
many and  then  in  the  Soviet  Union,  fight- 
ing in  defense  of  the  gains  of  the  1917 
October  Revolution.  Despite  the  victory' 
of  counterrevolution  in  East  Europe  and 
the  Soviet  Union,  about  a quarter  of  the 
world's  population  still  lives  in  coun- 
tries over  which  the  capitalist  exploiters 
do  not  rule.  Today,  we  fight  to  defend 
the  remaining  deformed  workers  states — 
China,  Cuba.  Vietnam  and  North  Korea. 
Capitalist  counterrevolution  would  be  dev- 
astating and  embolden  the  capitalists  inter- 
nationally to  launch  more  savage  attacks 
on  workers,  rural  toilers,  women,  minori- 
ties and  immigrants. 

The  counterrevolutionary  destruction 
of  the  Soviet  Union  has  enormously 
fueled  the  growth  of  religious  obscurant- 
ism worldwide;  Islamic  fundamentalism 
in  the  Muslim  world,  Protestant  funda- 
mentalism in  the  United  States.  Ortho- 
dox Jewish  fundamentalism  in  Israel  and 
the  ever-expanding  reach  of  the  Catholic 
church.  In  the  Near  East,  as  a result  of 
the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,  social- 
ism is  seen  as  at  best  a failed  experiment, 
not  as  a viable  alternative.  In  a region 
where  allegiance  to  communism  once 
flourished,  today  the  masses  widely  per- 
ceive the  nationalists  on  the  one  hand  or 
the  Islamists  on  the  other  as  the  only  two 
credible  alternatives. 

It  is  the  task  of  the  working  class  in 
Turkey,  leading  all  the  oppressed  behind 
it.  to  overthrow  the  rule  of  the  Turkish 
bourgeoisie.  Key  to  this  perspective  is  the 
forging  of  a Marxist  workers  party.  Such 
parties  must  be  built  throughout  the  Near 
East  to  unite  the  diverse  proletariats  in 
struggle  against  imperialism  and  against 
their  own  capitalist  rulers.  The  fight  for 
workers  rule  in  the  Near  East  includes 
shattering  Turkey’s  ally,  the  Zionist  garri- 
son state  of  Israel,  through  Arab/Hebrew 
continued  on  page  12 
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Turkey... 

(continued  from  page  II) 

workers  revoluiion.  The  Stalinized  Cym* 
niunisi  parties  of  the  Near  East — which 
made  a mockery  of  this  revolutionary  per- 
spective through  their  subordination  of 
the  proletariat  to  mythical  “progressive" 
bourgeois  forces — share  responsibility 
for  the  growth  of  Islamic  fundamental- 
ism among  the  working  and  oppressed 
masses.  The  construction  of  revolutionary 
workers  parties  is  essential  to  implant 
genuine  Marxism  and  break  the  Near 
Eastern  proletariat  from  nationalism  and 
fundamentalism  m the  struggle  for  social- 
ist revolution. 

Turkey  and  the  Imperialist  Order: 
From  the  Cold  War  to  the  EU 

For  more  than  one  hundred  years,  since 
the  late  years  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
Turkey  has  been  both  a pawn  and  a prize 
for  the  imperialists.  With  the  largest 
NATO  army  in  Europe,  during  the  Cold 
War  Turkey  served  as  a strategic  bulwark 
in  the  anti-Soviet  imperialist  military  alli- 
ance. Today.  Turkey  i,s  under  the  military 
thumb  of  the  U.S.  and  economically  be- 
holden to  German  imperialism.  It  pro- 
vides a strategic  center  offering  a crucial 
energy  route  into  Europe,  preserving  and 
extending  imperialist  interests  in  the  Near 
East.  In  1991.  Turkey  served  the  U.S. 
imperialists  as  a launching  pad  for  their 
bloody  war  against  Iraq. 

The  army  generals,  who  are  the  self- 
conscious  custodians  of  Ataiiirk's  legacy, 
combine  bonapartisi  bourgeois  national- 
ism with  pro-Western  “secularism”  and 
fierce  anti-communism.  Acting  as  agents 
of  Western  imperialism  and  the  domestic 
national  bourgeoisie,  they  have  staged 
three  bloody  imperialist-backed  coups  to 
quell  popular  unrest,  in  1960.  1971  and 
1980.  The  generals  are  sworn  enemies  of 
labor  and  the  left,  and  the  “path  of  Ata- 
tUrk's  legacy"  is  strewn  with  the  corpses 
of  thousands  of  Kurds.  Communists  and 
labor-union  leaders.  According  to  a leaked 
parliamentary  report,  security  forces  and 
the  fascistic  Gray  Wolves  death  squads 
were  responsible  for  many  of  the  14,000 
unsolved  murders  and  disappearances 
during  the  1990s.  On  May  Day  2007. 
workers  demonstrating  in  Istanbul  were 
brutally  attacked  by  police;  close  to  600 
were  arrested. 

The  issue  of  Turkey’s  admission  to  the 
EU  colors  all  aspects  of  political  life  in 
the  country.  For  years,  the  Turkish  ruling 
class  has  been  campaigning  to  join  the 
European  Union  and  has  come  under 
pressure  to  clean  up  their  “human  rights" 
record  as  the  price  of  admission.  While 
prospects  of  EU  membership  are  dim- 
ming, many  Turks  think  or  hope  that  the 
EU  will  bring  “democracy”  and  “pros- 
perity" to  the  country.  Some  Kurds  think 
the  EU  will  put  an  end  to  their  oppres- 
sion. and  many  women  believe  the  same. 
Nothing  could  be  more  mistaken. 
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Left:  Protest  against  - 

German  government’s  anti-  - 
Kurdish  repression,  Kassel. 
December  1993.  Banner  of 
class-struggle  defense 
organization  KfsV, 
associated  with  Spartakist 
Workers  Party,  reads; 

“Down  With  the  Ban  on 
the  PKK  and  All  Kurdish 
Groups!"  Right;  Spartacists 
at  July  1999  NYC 
united-front  demonstration 
demand  freedom  for  PKK 
leader  Abdullah  Ocalan, 
imprisoned  by  Turkish  state. 


We  are  against  the  EU.  a carte!  of  the 
main  European  imperialist  powers  cen- 
tered on  improving  their  competitiveness 
against  their  American  and  Japanese 
rivals  and  deepening  imperialist  exploita- 
tion of  the  weaker  member  states.  Such 
an  alliance  can  only  be  at  the  expense  of 
the  multiethnic  proletariat  in  Europe  and 
those  under  the  boot  of  neocolonialism. 

For  the  Right  of 
Self-Determination 
for  the  Kurds 

The  Kurdish  question  is  pivotal  in  Tur- 
key. The  25  to  30  million  Kurdish  people 
in  the  Near  East  constitute  the  largest 
nation  in  the  world  without  a state.  Kurds 
make  up  a fifth  of  Turkey’s  populalion. 


ish  in  public  and  the  use  of  Kurdish 
names  were  outlawed.  Kurdish  people 
were  referred  to  as  "mountain  Turks." 

In  recent  years,  the  Turkish  bourgeoi- 
sie introduced  cosmetic  reforms  intended 
to  appease  the  EU.  They  cynically  allowed 
Kurdish-language  classes  in  private  schools, 
which  few  impoverished  Kurds  can  afford 
to  attend.  Kurdish  radio  broadcasts  were 
limited  to  four  hours  per  week  and  television 
broadcasts  to  two  hours.  None  of  this  inter- 
fered with  the  AKP  government’s  incessant 
attacks  on  Kurds.  In  March  2007.  Ahmet 
Turk,  a Kurdish  leader  of  the  Democratic 
Society  Party  (DTP)  was  sentenced  to  six 
months  in  prison  for  giving  Abdullah  Oca- 
lan. jailed  leader  of  the  Kurdish-nationalist 
Kurdistan  Workers  Party  (PKK).  a respect- 


Kurdisian extends  from  eastern  Turkey 
through  a portion  of  Syria,  across  north- 
ern Iraq  and  into  Iran.  Since  the  mid 
1980s  the  Turkish  army,  backed  and 
armed  by  the  U.S.  and  Germany,  has  been 
waging  a bloody  war  against  the  op- 
pressed Kurdish  minority  in  which  some 
37,000  people  have  been  killed  and  sev- 
eral thousand  villages  have  been  burned. 
So  intent  has  been  the  Turkish  bourgeoi- 
sie on  stamping  out  any  hint  of  Kurdish 
separatism  that  for  years  speaking  Kurd- 
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ful  title  by  calling  him  the  “Sayin,"  meaning 
"esteemed"  or  “Mister.”  He  was  also  .sen- 
tenced, along  with  a DTP  deputy  leader, 
to  1 8 months  in  prison  for  distributing 
party  literature  in  the  Kurdish  language.  We 
demand:  Freedom  for  Ocalan!  Hands  off 
Ahmet  TUrk  and  the  DTP! 

The  situation  of  the  Kurdish  people  in 
Turkey  has  sharply  deteriorated  in  recent 
months.  On  21  October  2007.  during  a 
Turkish  military  anti-Kurdish  offensive 
near  the  Iraq  border,  PKK  guerrilla  fight- 
ers attacked  a military  convoy,  killing  12 
Turkish  soldiers.  In  response.  Erdogan 
declared,  “Our  anger,  our  hatred  is  great." 
This  signaled  a massive  outburst  of  Turk- 
ish nationalism  that  saw  300.000  march- 
ing on  October  27  in  the  Anatolian  city  of 
Kayseri.  Thousands  of  runners  in  Istan- 
bul’s Eurasian  Marathon  carried  Turk- 
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ish  flags  and  chanted  anti-PKK  slogans. 
Mob  attacks  on  Kurdish  businesses  went 
largely  unreported  in  the  press,  while  many 
Kurds  sought  to  allay  pogromisi  violence 
by  hanging  Turkish  flags  on  their  homes 
and  workplaces. 

On  February  22.  with  the  blatant  aid  of 
the  U.S.  imperialists  and  after  having 
launched  massive  air  raids  into  Iraq  in 
December,  the  Turkish  military  sent  ten 
thousand  troops  over  the  border  to  “hunt 
down"  Kurdish  PKK  fighters.  Already 
last  December,  the  military  bragged  that 
they  had  killed  “hundreds  of  terrorists”  in 
attacks  that  hit  villages,  schools  and  hos- 
pitals. forcing  some  1,800  people  to  flee 
their  homes,  according  to  a UN  report. 
While  we  give  the  PKK  no  political  sup- 
port, we  say  that  the  Turkish  regime’s 
bloody  terror  attacks  must  be  condemned 
by  the  international  workers  movement — 
including  in  Turkey — which  must  stand 
for  the  military  defense  of  the  PKK 
against  the  Turkish  state.  By  mobilizing 
against  these  attacks,  linking  this  to  oppo- 
sition to  the  U.S-  imperialist  occupation 
of  Iraq  and  defense  of  Kurdish  national 
rights,  the  powerful  Turkish  proletariat 
could  strike  a blow  in  the  interests  of  all 
the  oppressed.  U.S.,  NATO,  Germany  out 
of  Afghanistan!  Turkey — Hands  off  the 
PKK!  U.S.  out  of  Iraq!  Turkish  army  out 
of  Kurdistan! 

The  struggle  for  independence  for  the 
Kurdish  people  not  only  intersects  power- 
fully the  struggle  for  women's  liberation, 
but  is  also  a crucial  measure  of  revolu- 
tionary integrity  of  any  party  claiming  to 
lead  the  working  class.  It  is  integral  to  the 
struggle  for  proletarian  power,  requiring 
the  overthrow  of  bourgeois  rule  in  Turkey. 
Iran  and  Syria  and  an  end  to  the  Ameri- 
can imperialist  occupation  of  Iraq.  But 
the  Kurdish  nationalist  leaders  actively 
and  militarily  collaborated  with  the  U.S. 
invasion  of  Iraq,  and  today  act  as  pawns 
of  the  U.S.  occupiers.  As  we  wrote  in 
“The  U.S.  Occupation  and  the  Kurdish 
Question,"  (WV  No.  871.  26  May  2006): 
“This  is  a cynical  parody  of  self- 
determination  for  the  Kurdish  people, 
who  have  endured  generations  of  oppres- 
sion at  the  hands  of  various  colonialist 
and  nationalist  regimes.  The  Kurdish 
nationalist  leaders  in  Iraq  have  subordi- 
nated themselves  to  the  American-led 
occupation  forces.  And  many  Iraqi  Kurds 
mistakenly  look  with  favor  on  the  occu- 
pation as  a guarantor  against  Arab  con- 
quest Any  fight  for  Kurdish  independ- 
ence that  does  not  take  as  its  starting 
point  opposition  to  the  occupation  and 
to  the  nationalist  parties  that  serve  it 
will  necessarily  be  subordinated  to  the 
occupation.... 

“As  part  of  the  multinational  prole- 
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Bay  Area  longshoremen  were  at  core  of  February  2002  united-front,  labor- 
centered  mobilization  initiated  by  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor  Black 
League  in  defense  of  immigrant  rights  and  against  government's  “war  on  terror.” 


Port  Truckers... 

(continued  from  page  i) 

waterfront  union  coast  to  coast.  The  port 
truckers  have  tremendous  sociai  power, 
which  has  been  enhanced  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  lean  inventory  and  “just  in  lime" 
delivery.  This  power  was  sliown  on  May 
Day  2006  when  immigrant  drivers  shut 
down  the  huge  L.A.-Long  Beach  port  com- 
piex  as  part  of  a national  day  ol  action  in 
defense  of  immigrant  rights. 

The  way  forward  is  hard  class  struggle. 
The  shipping  companies  and  capitalist 
courts  deem  port  truckers,  as  owner- 
operators.  to  be  independent  businessmen 
subject  to  federal  pnce-llxmg  laws  pro- 
hibiting unionization.  Such  union-busting 
schemes  hark  back  to  the  1890  Sherman 
Antitrust  Act,  ostensibly  directed  against 
capitalist  monopolies  but  used  for  dec- 
ades to  break  strikes.  In  Vancouver  in  2005. 
a 38-day  strike  by  1 .200  mainly  East  Indian 
port  truckers,  two-thirds  of  whom  were 
non-union,  shut  down  much  of  the  port. 
As  25,000  containers  piled  up  on  the  docks, 
the  Canadian  government  lifted  its  anti: 
trust  laws,  compelling  the  shippers  to  sign 
a port-wide  contract. 

During  the  Great  Depression,  independ- 
ent owner-operators  appeared  in  large 
numbers  on  America’s  roads.  Many  of 
these  truckers  joined  the  Teamsters  on  the 
heels  of  the  Trotskyist-led  1934  Minne- 
apolis citywide  strikes,  which  paved  the 
way  for  organizing  the  Teamsters  as  a 
powerful  national  union.  The  Minneapo- 
lis Teamsters  strikes  demonstrated  the 
ability  of  labor  to  prevail  against  the 
union-busting  bosses  and  the  capitalist 
state.  Guided  by  their  revolutionary  Marx- 
ist program,  the  Trotskyists  who  led  these 
strikes  fought  for  the  independence  of  the 
working  class  from  the  capitalist  state  and 
engaged  in  mass  struggle,  mobilizing  the 
city’s  proletariat  and  its  allies.  This  strat- 
egy was  carried  over  to  the  hugely  suc- 
cessful national  truck  drivers  organizing 
campaigns  led  by  Trotskyists  until  they 
were  purged  from  the  union  during  World 
War  II  through  the  collusion  of  the  Team- 
sters International  bureaucracy  and  the 
Roosevelt  administration. 

Deregulation  and  Union-Busting 

It  is  a common  myth  in  the  ILWU  that 
port  truckers  are  the  makers  of  their  own 
fate  because  they  "opted  out”  of  the 
Teamsters  union  in  the  late  1970s.  This  in 


turn  serves  to  justify  the  contempt  with 
which  these  workers  are  often  treated 
today.  In  reality,  when  militant  Teamsters 
strikes  coincided  with  independent  truck- 
ers’ protests  in  the  late  1970s.  the  gov- 
ernment pushed  through  deregulation  to 
drive  down  shipping  and  transportation 
costs  and  strangle  union  power  in  the 
industry.  This  allowed  the  bosses  to  replace 
Teamsters  dnvers  with  non-union  owner- 
operators  in  the  ports.  Twenty  years  ago. 
60  percent  of  truck  drivers  nationwide 
were  unionized;  by  2000  it  was  less  than 
25  percent. 

Deregulation  of  the  trucking  industry 
was  introduced  under  Democratic  Party 
president  Jimmy  Carter  with  the  Motor 
Carrier  Act  of  1980.  It  was  also  Carter 
who  laid  the  groundwork  for  busting  the 
PATCO  air  traffic  controllers  union,  which 
was  carried  out  by  Ronald  Reagan  in 
1981.  Coming  amid  U.S.  imperialism’s 
Cold  War  II  against  the  Soviet  Union, 
this  union-busting  offensive  was  part  of 
Ame/ican  capitalism’s  drive  to  restore  its 
rate  of  profit  and  shore  up  its  position  as 
the  dominant  imperialist  power  against  its 
rivals  in  West  Europe  and  Japan. 

Michael  Belzer’s  Sweatshops  On  Wheels 
(2000)  notes  that  between  1977  and  1987, 
truck  drivers'  real  mileage  wage  rales 
declined  by  44  percent.  The  capitalists’ 
drive  for  ever-greater  profits  has  put  at 
risk  the  country’s  freight  infrastruc- 
ture. With  fuel  costs  rising  and  the  econ- 
omy slowing,  owner-operators  are  being 
forced  out  of  the  industry,  with  over 


45.000  trucks  having  disappeared  from 
the  roads  since  early  last  year. 

Working  conditions  for  port  truckers 
have  also  rapidly  deteriorated.  Aging  rigs 
turned  into  rolling  accidents  wailing  to 
happen.  The  amount  of  cancer-causing  soot 
or  black  carbon  found  in  port  trucker 
cabs  is  about  2,000  times  greater  than  the 
level  typically  considered  acceptable  by 
federal  environmental  agencies,  according 
to  Diane  Bailey  of  the  Natural  Resources 
Defense  Council.  These  diesel  fumes  have 
also  taken  their  toll  on  the  overwhelmingly 
poor  and  minority  areas  surrounding  the 
ports.  At  the  same  time,  the  enforcement  of 
ecologically  "clean"  trucking  could  force 
even  more  of  the  increasingly  impover- 
ished port  truckers  out  of  their  jobs. 

Exploiting  the  issues  of  air  pollution  and 
“port  security,"  the  Teamsters  have  been 
lobbying  harbor  commissions  and  port 
authorities  to  end  the  “owner-operator" 
chaos  and  establish  employer-employee 
provisions  that  would  lift  the  antitrust 
laws.  The  reorganization  of  the  port  truck- 
ers along  industrial  lines  would  eliminate 
the  one-on-one  competition  that  contrib- 
utes to  their  financial  straits  and  break 
down  the  atomization  and  petty-bourgeois 
consciousness  that  go  together  with  being 
owner-operators.  But  rather  than  fighting  to 
defend  and  organize  the  existing  port  truck- 
ers by  mobilizing  their  collective  social 
power  in  struggle  against  the  shipping, 
cargo  and  trucking  companies,  the  Team- 
sters bureaucrats  are  petitioning  the  bosses 
and  the  stale  and  offering  themselves  as 


“national  security”  policemen  on  the  docks. 

In  his  April  2006  testimony  before  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Homeland  Security. 
Teamster  president  James  Hoffa  railed: 
"Drivers  operating  illegally  in  our  ports,  or 
operating  in  or  near  bankruptcy,  arc  vul- 
nerable to  blackmail  and  bribery.  They  are 
susceptible,  knowingly  or  not.  to  people 
who  would  harm  our  country.  They  are  in 
a position  to  smuggle  contraband — or  God 
forbid,  a weapon  of  mass  destruction.. 
"The  system  we  have  now  is  bad  for  our 
ports  and  bad  for  America.  Once  Con- 
gress forces  the  industry  to  clean  up  its 
act.  you  will  have  a workforce  that  can 
pass  background  checks  A workforce 
that  will  be  trained,  efficient  and  produc- 
tive. A workforce  that  will  be  the  eyes 
and  ears  of  our  ports — one  that  will 
make  America  more  secure." 

This  is  nothing  other  than  a call  for  a 
racist  purge  of  the  port  truckers  and  any 
others  who  can’t  pass  the  stale’s  "back- 
ground" checks. 

This  same  Hoffa  has  organized  chau- 
vinist. racist  demonstrations  against  “un- 
•safe"  Mexican  truckers  in  the  name  of 
opposing  the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (NAFTA).  Against  the  labor 
tops’  protectionist  calls  to  “save  Ameri- 
can jobs,"  what  is  necessary  is  interna- 
tional class  solidarity.  Workers  on  both 
sides  of  the  border  must  Join  in  common 
class  struggle  against  NAFTA,  a neocolo- 
nial "free  trade”  rape  of  Mexico  by  the 
U.S.  imperialist  bosses. 

The  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants,  no  matter  how  they  got 
here,  is  crucial  to  organizing  the  largely 
foreign-born  port  truckers.  As  part  of 
fighting  against  a racist  purge  of  the 
workforce  on  the  docks  under  TWIC. 
labor  must  also  champion  the  cause  of 
restoring  citizenship  rights  to  ex-felons; 
the  right  to  work.  vote,  avail  themselves 
of  government  services  and  carry  fire- 
'arrns.  The  rights  of  workers,  immigrants 
and  black  people  will  either  go  forward 
together  or  fall  back  separately.  For 
the  unions,  the  only  significant  racially 
integrated  organizations  in  the  U.S..  to 
become  battalions  of  struggle  against  this 
racist  capitalist  order  requires  a political 
fight  to  oust  the  chauvinist  misleaders  of 
the  labor  movement  and  replace  them 
with  a class-struggle  leadership.  This  is 
integrally  linked  to  the  forging  of  a mul- 
tiracial revolutionary  workers  parly  to 
lead  the  battle  for  the  eradication  of  this 
increasingly  depraved  system  of  exploita- 
tion and  racist  reaction  through  a victori- 
ous socialist  revolution. ■ 


tanat  of  the  Near  East.  Kurdish  workers 
can  play  a leading  role  in  bringing  down 
the  rotten  structure  set  up  to  serve  the 
imperialist  overlords.  Kurdish  and  Turk- 
ish workers  in  Europe,  especially  in 
Germany,  can  serve  a.s  a living  bridge 
linking  the  Kurdish  struggle  lor  inde- 
pendence to  the  fight  for  socialist  revo- 
lution in  the  Near  East  and  the  advanced 
capitalist  countries  of  West  Europe.  This 
struggle  requires  the  leadership  of  inter- 
nationalist workers  parties,  which  will 
inscribe  on  their  banner  the  call  for 
a Socialist  Republic  of  United  Kurdi- 
stan. part  of  a socialist  federation  of  the 
Near  East." 

For  the  Communism  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky! 

IMF-imposed  austerity  measures  gen- 
erated mass  workers  strikes  that  shook 
the  country  throughout  the  1990s.  In 
2003.  amid  large  trade-union  dominated 
protests  in  cities  across  Turkey,  the  gov- 
ernment denied  the  U.S.  use  of  Turkish 
territory  for  deployment  of  troops,  pre- 
venting the  opening  of  a northern  front  in 
the  Iraq  war.  In  recent  years,  however, 
because  of  cyclical  economic  crises,  a 
series  of  natural  disasters,  massive  unem- 
ployment following  the  brutal  IMF  and 
EU  austerity  and  privatization  measures, 
and  decades  of  betrayal  and  disorienta- 
tion by  the  Stalinists,  the  working  class 
has  taken  significant  defeats. 

Though  presently  beleaguered,  the  inte- 
grated Turkish/Kurdish  proletariat  has 
not  ceased  its  struggles.  On  International 
Women’s  Day  in  March  2007.  thousands 
of  women,  joined  by  workers  unions,  dem- 
onstrated in  Istanbul.  Their  banners  read; 
"Do  Not  Interfere  with  My  Body  and  My 
Honor."  “Our  Body  Is  Ours"  and  "No 


Najiya  Hanum, 
Turkish  delegate  to 
1920  Soviet  Baku 
Congress  of  the 
Peoples  of  the  East, 
addresses  struggle 
for  women's 
emancipation  in 
Muslim  East. 


Honor  Killings.”  They  demanded  equality 
and  nurseries  for  children  of  working 
women.  They  called  for  an  end  to  IMF 
interference  and  an  end  to  the  occupation 
of  Iraq.  Kurdish  women  joined  the  demon- 
strations. demanding  peace,  and  coura- 
geous gay  and  lesbian  activists  protested 
their  oppression.  These  demonstrations 
touched  on  many  of  the  burning  questions 
that  confront  revolutionaries  seeking  the 
road  to  the  overthrow  of  capitalist  class 
rule  in  imperialist-dependent  Turkey. 

Among  the  demonstrators,  in  T-shirts 
and  baseball  caps,  were  striking  women 
workers  from  the  German-  and  Italian- 
owned  Novamed  factory,  in  an  Anatolian 
export  zone.  The  strike  of  these  women 
workers,  which  ended  after  1 6 months, 
put  a spotlight  on  the  brutal  conditions  of 
women  workers.  Company  abuse,  which 


included  a "pregnancy  list"  to  regulate 
when  women  would  he  "allowed"  to 
become  pregnant,  was  supplemented  by 
grinding  social  oppression.  The  Novamed 
strikers  had  to  win  the  support  of  their 
husbands  and  families  before  even  launch- 
ing the  union.  This  strike  sparked  wide- 
spread solidarity  and  won  a collective 
agreement  and  wage  increases.  A strike  in 
late  2007  by  27.000  workers  at  Turk  Tele- 
kom against  union-busting  and  for  a new 
collective  agreement  had  an  impact  in 
towns  and  cities  across  Turkey. 

In  the  Near  East,  the  struggle  against 
imperialism  and  its  neocolonial  surrogate 
regimes  cannot  be  resolved  within  the 
confines  of  a single  country.  Justice  for 
the  Palestinian  people,  national  emanci- 
pation for  the  Kurds  and  other  ethnic  and 
religious  minorities,  freedom  for  women 


from  the  veil  and  Islamic  law  require 
sweeping  away  the  capitalist  regimes 
from  Iran  to  Egypt  to  the  shores  of  the 
Bosphorus  and  establishing  a socialist 
federation  of  the  Near  East.  The  struggle 
for  proleiarian  power  in  the  Near  East 
must  be  linked  to  the  fight  for  workers 
rule  in  the  advanced  capitalist  countries, 
and  it  demands  the  forging  of  internation- 
alist workers  parties  to  win  the  working 
masses  of  the  region  to  the  communism 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  and  fight  intransi- 
gently  for  working-class  power. 

The  way  out  of  the  Turkish  impasse 
lies  in  forging  a revolutionary  leadership 
of  the  proletariat  at  the  head  of  the  peas- 
ant masses,  on  the  model  of  Lenin’s 
Bolsheviks  and  based  on  the  Trotskyist 
program  of  permanent  revolution  and  the 
political  independence  of  the  proletariat. 
Like  the  Bolsheviks,  such  a parly  will 
recognize  that  the  struggle  for  the  libera- 
tion of  women  is  a motor  force  for  revo- 
lution. As  Trotsky  wrote  of  the  Muslim 
women  of  Central  Asia  in  1924  (re- 
printed in  "Communism  and  Women  of 
the  East"  in  Spartacist  No.  60  (English- 
language  edition).  Autumn  2007); 

"The  Eastern  woman  who  is  the  most 
paralysed  in  life,  in  her  habits  and  in 
creativity,  the  slave  of  slaves,  that  she, 
having  at  the  demand  of  the  new  eco- 
nomic relations  taken  off  her  cloak  will 
at  once  feel  herself  lacking  any  sort  of 
religious  buttress;  she  will  have  a pas- 
sionate thirst  to  gam  new  ideas,  a new 
consciousness  which  will  permit  her  to 
appreciate  her  new  po.sition  in  society. 
And  there  will  be  no  belter  communist  in 
the  East,  no  better  fighter  for  the  ideas 
of  the  revolution  and  for  the  ideas  of 
communism  thar,  the  awakened  woman 
worker,”* 
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Labor  Black  League  denounces  bipartisan  “war  on  terror"  at  united-front 
protest  for  Mumia  in  Oakland,  April  19. 


Immigrants... 

(continued  from  page  1} 

unorganized,  as  many  unmigrant  workers 
bring  with  them  a history  of  militant 
union  and  social  struggle.  Allowing  the 
rulers  to  divide  the  workers  along  racial 
and  ethnic  lines  is  poison  to  the  class 
struggle.  As  the  Spartacist  LeagueAJ.S. 
and  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico, 
sections  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  wrote  in  a joint  declaration 
reprinted  in  WV  No.  867,  3 1 March  2006: 
'Opposition  to  anii-immigrani  racism 
in  the  U.S.  is  directly  intertwined  with 
the  struggle  against  black  oppression. 
It  is  particularly  important  to  combat 
anti-immigrant  chauvinism  among  U.S.- 
born  black  and  white  workers,  while 
immigrant  workers  must  grasp  that  anti- 
black racism  remains  the  touchstone 
of  social  reaction  in  the  U.S.  Black 
oppression  is  the  cornerstone  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism." 

Immigration  and  the 
Politics  of  the  Possible 

Several  years'  worth  of  stalled  attempts 
by  Congress  to  pass  immigration  legisla- 
tion shows  a division  in  the  bourgeoisie. 
On  one  side  are  anti-immigrant  ideo- 
logues who  advocate  more  raids,  round- 
ups and  deportations.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  a wide  swath — ranging  from  the 
Bush  White  House,  presumptive  Republi- 
can presidential  nominee  John  McCain 
and  the  U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
most  of  the  Democratic  Parly — that 
speaks  for  those  capitalists  who  depend 
on  low-cost  irrtmigrant  labor.  After  the 
Postville  raid,  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
(24  May)  remarked,  “Do  homeland  secu- 
rity officials  really  have  nothing  better  to 
do  than  raid  businesses  that  hire  willing, 
workers."  Both  Barack  Obama  and  Hil- 
lary Clinton  voted  in  May  2006  for  the 
Senate's  “Comprehensive  Immigration 
Reform  Act"  (also  known  as  the  McCain- 
Kennedy  bill),  which  would  have  set  up 
a “guest  worker”  program,  the  modem 
equivalent  of  indentured  servitude,  tying 
immigrants'  visas  to  their  employers.  Both 
also  supported  the  “Secure  Fence  Act." 
mandating  the  construction  of  a 700-mile 
wall  along  the  U.S. -Mexican  border. 

For  its  part,  the  AFL-CIO  tops  oppose 
"guest  worker"  programs  as  creating  “a 
second  class  of  citizens  who  remain  mar- 
ginalized with  no  voice  in  our  democ- 
racy." But  far  from  fighting  for  full  and 
equal  rights  for  immigrant  workers,  they 
complain  that  the  "lax  enforcement  of 
labor  laws  created  an  incentive  for  corpo- 
rations to  recruit  and  hire  workers  who 
came  to  the  United  Stales  from  Mexico 
without  authorization  to  work,"  adding 
that  the  government  has  created  “a  de 
facto  open  border  enabling  corporations 
to  reach  around  the  globe  and  encourage 
workers  to  come  to  this  country  in  search 
of  jobs"  (“Q&As  on  AFL-CIO’s  Immi- 


gration Policy"  at  www.aflcio.org).  Mean- 
while. the  leadership  of  two  key  unions  of 
the  Change  to  Win  union  federation,  the 
heavily  immigrant  SEIU  service  workers 
union  and  the  UNITE  HERE  hotel,  res- 
taurant and  garment  workers  union,  sup- 
ported the  McCain-Kennedy  “guest 
workers”  plan  in  2006.  In  2007,  the 
bureaucracy  of  SEIU  and  the  United  Farm 
Workers  supported  another  “reform"  that 
offered  a tortuous  process  of  legalization 
for  some  “illegal"  immigrants  while  crimi- 
nalizing the  rest. 

The  role  of  the  pro-capitalist  trade- 
union  bureaucracy  is  to  tie  the  proletariat 
to  the  class  enemy,  especially  through 
support  to  the  capitalist  Democratic 
Parly.  The  Change  to  Win  trade-union 
federation  has  endorsed  Obama.  The 
AFL-CIO  has  not  yet  endorsed  a candi- 
date but  has  made  it  clear  that  it  opposes 
McCain.  A class-struggle  perspective 
means  an  uncompromising  fight  for  the 
independence  of  the  proletariat  from  all 
wings  of  the  capitalist  exploiters  and 
their  state.  The  Democratic  Party,  no  less 
than  the  Republicans,  is  dedicated  to 
maintaining  the  rule  and  profits  of  the 
bourgeoisie.  What  is  necessary  is  a politi- 
cal struggle  within  the  union  movement 
against  the  craven,  pro-capitalist  policies 
of  the  bureaucratic  tops  and  the  forg- 
ing of  a class-struggle  union  leadership. 
Break  with  the  Democrats!  Fora  revolu- 
tionary workers  party! 

The  reformist  left  tails  the  bureauc- 
racy's pro-Democralic  Party  “lesser  evil- 
ism."  albeit  with  more  radical  rhetoric.  This 
was  made  clear  during  the  large  immi- 
grant rights  demonstrations  on  May  Day 
2006.  when  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
overwhelmingly  Latino  immigrants  took 
to  the  streets  in  cities  across  the  coun- 


try to  protest  anti-immigrant  repression. 
At  the  same  time,  the  politics  of  these 
protests,  organized  by  Latino  groups, 
the  Catholic  church.  Democratic  politi- 
cians and  their  allies  in  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy,  was  crystallized  in  the  slo- 
gan, “Today  we  march,  tomorrow  we 
vote.”  The  International  Socialist  Organi- 
zation (ISO)  claimed  that  these  pro- 
Democratic  Party  marches  showed  the 
potential  to  “break  the  logjam  of  U.S. 
polilics,  in  which  the  Republicans  launch 
attack  after  attack  with  little  or  no 
response  from  the  Democrats"  (Socialist 
Worker,  31  March  2006).  In  contrast  to 
the  ISO  and  other  fake  socialists,  we 
wrote  in  “How  the  Fake  Left  Amnesties 
the  Democrats"  (WVNo.  873. 7 July  2006); 
“The.se  reformist  outfits’  agenda  is  to 
prettify  the  ugly  face  of  U-S.  impewalist 
capitalism-  Our  aim  in  intervening  on 
behalf  of  immigrants,  both  at  the  mas- 
sive demonstrations  and  within  the  work- 
ing class,  is  to  win  workers  to  the  under- 
standing that  they  must  oppose  the  whole 
capitalist  system." 

Now.  the  ISO's  International  Socialist 
Review  (March-April  2008)  cynically 
writes.  "Very  broad  sections  of  the  immi- 
grant rights  movement  believe  that  a 
Democratic  Party-controlled  White  House 
and  Congress  will  create  better  conditions 
for  winning  some  form  of  legalization 
and  ending  the  crackdown  on  immigrant 
communities."  Promoting  the  illusion  that 
the  Democrats  can  be  pressured  to  serve 
the  interests  of  workers  and  the  op- 
pressed. the  ISO  complains  that  “the 
Democratic  Party  has  never  come  under 
significant  pressure  to  put  forward  an 
alternative  to  militarization  of  the  border 
and  the  interior.” 

Were  anything  like  genuine  amnesty 
for  undocumented  immigrants  on  offer. 


we  Marxists  would  be  in  favor  of  it.  But 
none  of  the  capitalist  politicians,  nor 
their  friends  in  the  union  bureaucracy, 
are  propo.sing  anything  of  the  son!  And 
the  harsh  reality  is  that  no  amount  of 
reform  can  make  capitalism,  which  is 
based  on  the  brutal  exploitation  of  labor, 
a humane  or  rational  system.  We  wrote 
in  the  International  Communist  League's 
“Declaration  of  Principles  and  Some  Ele- 
ments of  Program"  (Spartacist  |English- 
language  edition)  No.  54.  Spring  1998): 
“Modern  capitalism,  i.e..  imperialism, 
reaching  into  all  areas  of  the  planet,  in 
the  course  of  the  class  struggle  and  as 
economic  need  demands,  brings  into  the 
proletariat  at  its  bottom  new  sources  of 
cheaper  labor,  principally  immigrants 
from  poorer  and  less-developed  regions 
of  the  world — workers  with  few  rights 
who  are  deemed  more  disposable  in  times 
of  economic  contraction..  Everywhere, 
the  capitalists,  abetted  by  anstocracy- 
of-labor  opportunists,  try  to  poison  class 
consciousness  and  solidarity  among  the 
workers  by  fomenting  religious,  national 
and  ethnic  divisions.  The  struggle  for 
the  unity  and  integrity  of  the  working 
class  against  chauvinism  and  racism 
is  thus  a vital  task  for  the  proletarian 
vanguard." 

For  more  than  a decade,  the  U.S. 
imperialists,  under  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA),  have 
systematically  looted  the  Mexican  econ- 
omy. Millions  of  peasants  have  been 
forced  to  migrate  to  urban  centers  in 
Mexico  and  across  the  Rfo  Bravo  in 
search  of  work.  Both  Obama  and  Clinton 
(who  earlier  supported  her  husband's 
signing  of  NAFTA)  have  railed  against 
NAFTA,  portraying  the  U.S..  the  world's 
most  powerful  imperialist  stale,  rather 
than  semicolonial  Mexico,  as  the  victim. 
This  line  is  echoed  by  the  trade-union 
tops,  who  blame  workers  in  other  coun- 
tries for  “stealing"  U.S.  jobs. 

Such  chauvinism  is  poison  to  interna- 
tional class  solidarity,  the  linking  of 
struggles  of  workers  in  the  U.S.  with 
those  of  workers  around  the  world,  that  is 
required  to  rebuild  the  unions.  We  have 
always  opposed  NAFTA,  a “free  trade" 
rape  of  Mexico,  from  the  standpoint  of 
proletarian  internationalism.  As  we  wrote 
in  “Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immi- 
grants!” (ivy  No.  891.  27  April  2007); 
"The  reformists  acquiesce  to  what  is 
'possible'  and  practical  under  capitalism. 
Ours  is  a different  purpose:  to  build  a 
workers  party  that  fights  for  a socialist 
revolution  to  expropriate  the  capitalist 
class  and  establish  a workers  state  with 
a planned,  collectivized  economy.  As  the 
struggle.s  in  defense  of  immigrant  rights 
and  against  the  wars,  neocolonial  occu- 
pations and  other  depredations  visited 
by  U.S.  imperialism  around  the  globe 
make  vividly  clear,  this  must  be  an 
international  fight.  Our  watchwords  are 
those  that  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich 
Engels  inscribed  on  their  banner  more 
than  150  years  ago  in  the  Cotnmuniii 
Manifesto:  'The  proletarians  have  noth- 
ing to  lose  but  their  chains.  They  have 
a world  to  win.  Working  men  of  all 
countrie.s,  unite!"'B 


Note  to  IG... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

activity  are  to  be  carried  on  by  the  party 
only  for  their  immediate  results.” 

The  Not-So-Strange  Case 
of  Jan  Norden 

In  its  response  to  our  article  on  the 
ILWU  port  shutdown,  the  IG  adds  a post- 
script of  sorts  titled  “The  Strange  Case 
of  Bill  Logan,"  presently  the  leader  of 
the  dubious  International  Bolshevik  Ten- 
dency (BT).  Logan  is  a sociopath  who 
used  his  authority  as  the  leader  of  our  Aus- 
tralian section  in  the  1970s  to  interfere  in 
the  most  intimate  aspects  of  comrades' 
personal  lives.  Following  a trial  at  our  first 
international  conference  in  1979,  he  was 
expelled  after  conference  delegates  voted 
unanimously  that  Logan  “cannot  be  and 
should  never  have  been  a member  of  a 
working-class  organization."  But  in  com- 
mon pursuit  of  Heyman,  and  as  an  entry 
ticket  into  the  anii-Spartacist  swamp,  the 
IG  is  now  cozy  with  Logan  and  the  BT. 

When  Logan  masqueraded  as  a bona  fide 
“workers'  leader”  at  a Bay  Area  “Labor 


Conference  to  Slop  the  War"  last  October, 
at  which  Heyman  was  a leading  light,  a 
Spartacist  floor  speaker  protested  that 
Logan  had  no  place  at  this  or  any  working- 
class  gathering.  Heyman  defended  Logan 
against  our  supposed  “personal  slanders.” 
Norden,  who  is  seldom  at  a loss  for  words 
(and  who  spoke  after  our  comrade  not 
before,  as  the  IG  claims  in  its  article),  said 
nothing  about  Logan's  crimes  (see  “Labor 
Opportunists,  Renegades  Embrace  Bill 
Logan,”  WV  No.  901,  26  October  2007). 
Instead,  the  IG  brags  that  Norden  re- 
sponded to  Logan  "politically"  while  we 
"screeched. . .about  the  crimes  Logan  com- 
mitted 29  years  ago."  In  other  words,  they 
legitimized  this  sociopath — it's  like  lectur- 
ing Jack  the  Ripper  on  the  need  for 
women's  liberation  and  free  medical  care! 

In  a footnote  to  their  Logan  piece,  the 
IG  states  that  when  pre.sent-day  IG  lead- 
ers were  in  our  organization,  they  voted 
for  Logan's  expulsion  in  1979,  and  “we 
have  never  had  reason  to  revise  our  opin- 
ion of  his  guilt,"  Yet  in  its  article  the  IG 
writes  that  for  the  ICL  to  publish  our  two- 
part  bulletin.  The  Logan  Dossier  (August 
2007).  “totaling  over  400  printed  pages, 
at  a price  of  $10,  reflects  their  increas- 


Documentary Evidence  and 
Testimony  in  the  August  1979  Trial 
and  Expulsion  of  Bill  Logan  from  the 
international  Spartacist  tendency  for 
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the  Logan  Dossier 


ingly  bizarre/skewed  priorities."  Our  expo- 
sure of  Logan,  who  is  the  very  antithesis 
of  everything  communism  stands  for.  is 
integral  to  our  purpose  of  arming  the 
working  class  with  the  consciousness  and 
leadership  necessary  to  sweep  away  this 
deeply  inhumane  capitalist  system. 

Not  so  for  the  IG,  consummate  oppor- 
tunists. for  whom  the  struggle  for  revolu- 
tionary consciousness  is  a matter  of  foot- 
notes. far  less  important  than  cozying  up 


to  left-talking  labor  fakers.  Norden  and 
Heyman  are  cosmeticians  working  to 
cover  up  the  evidence  of  the  syphilitic 
chain  that  runs  from  them  straight  to  the 
Democratic  Party  (with  the  BT  function- 
ing more  as  a spirochete  organism).  The 
standard  method  of  centrists  like  the  IG 
requires  a certain  amount  of  artful  dodg- 
ing over  questions  of  principle,  such  as  the 
political  independence  of  the  working  class, 
which  are  the  province  of  revolutionaries.  ■ 


14 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Action  Press 


Branch  Davidian 
commune  near  Waco, 
Texas,  where  86  men, 
women  and  children 
were  incinerated 
under  orders  of 
Democratic  president 
Clinton  and  Attorney 
General  Janet  Reno 
on  19  April  1993. 
Later  that  day, 
Spartacists  held 
emergency  protest 
outside  New  York 
Federal  Building. 


VW  Photo 


Mormons... 

(continued  from  page  16) 

and  denied  virtually  any  rights. 

In  (he  United  States,  the  government 
wields  its  hypocritical  "save  the  children" 
card  to  more  thoroughly  target  those  it 
deems  "deviant."  including  the  Eldorado 
community.  The  lie  of  government  con- 
cern for  mothers  and  children  is  worn 
threadbare,  as  both  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans have  .slashed  welfare  and  social  pnv 
grams  over  the  past  decades,  with  a huge 
toll  in  malnutrition,  disea.se  and  death. 
"Abstinence"  programs  for  teens  have  only 
enforced  sexual  ignorance — ttnd  resulted  in 
a recent  increa.se  in  STDs  {sexually  trans- 
mitted disea.ses).  The  reality  for  many  poor 
and  working-class  Americans,  especially 
single  black  mothers,  is  Child  Protective 
Services  hounding  them  and  ripping  away 
their  children  for  “neglect"  or  “abuse." 
often  because  they  don't  have  anyone  to 
leave  their  kids  with  while  they  go  to  work. 

Certainly  the  family  is  a cesspool  of 
frustration,  coercion  and  abuse — whether 
the  bourgeois  “one  man  on  one  woman  for 
life"  model  or  that  of  the  Mormon  polyga- 
mists. But  it  is  almost  universally  far.  far 
worse  to  fall  into  the  clutches  of  this  bar- 
baric and  brutal  government’s  in.stitutions. 
Youth  who  try  to  escape  their  families  have 
nowhere  to  go — and  often  end  up  impris- 
oned in  detention  centers  where  they  are 
more  likely  to  be  beaten  and  raped  than 
"rehabilitated."  We  fight  for  free,  24-hour, 
quality  day-care  centers  and  for  safe  shel- 
ters for  youth  and  teens  as  well  as  for  free 
contraceptives  and  abortion  on  demand  and 
other  quality  medical  care,  and  for  signifi- 
cantly lowering  the  "age  of  adulthood.” 
These  are  basic  measures  to  help  those 
most  in  need  escape  desperate  poverty  and 
the  straitjacket  of  the  family,  without  bring- 
ing in  the  cops  and  prison  system. 

Fundamentally,  the  oppression  of  women 
and  youth  is  rooted  in  the  institution  of 
the  family,  which  arose  with  the  advent  of 
private  property  as  the  mechanism  for 
passing  property  from  one  generation  to 
the  next,  with  the  monogamous  wife  sup- 
posedly ensuring  the  heirs’  paternity.  For 
the  masses,  the  role  of  the  family  is  to 
instill  respect  for  authority  and  to  act  as  a 
conservatizing  force.  Together  with  relig- 
ion. the  institution  of  the  family  serves  to 
instill  a morality  that  proscribes  anything 
that  deviates  from  the  family  ideal — such 
as  premarital  and  gay  sex.  It  reinforces, 
as  Friedrich  Engels  put  it.  “the  supremacy 


of  the  man  over  the  woman,  and  the  indi- 
vidual family  as  the  economic  unit  of 
society"  (The  Origin  of  the  Family.  Pri- 
vate Property,  and  the  State  (1884J). 
Thus,  the  burden  of  raising  the  next  gen- 
eration of  workers  rests  on  the  family. 
We  wrote  in  "Free  Tom  Green!  Mormon 
Polygamists:  Leave  Them  Alone!"  (WV 
No.  764,  14  September  2001 ); 

“The  family  structure — whether  monoga- 
mous or  polygamous — necessarily  op- 
presses women.  However,  not  everybody 
understands  the  source  of  their  oppres- 
sion. and  people  do  all  sorts  of  things  that 
are  undoubtedly  bad  for  them  that  the 
state  still  has  no  business  throwing  them 
in  prison  for.  As  Marxists  we  understand 
that  the  family  serves  a real  social  pur- 
pose and  cannot  simply  be  ‘abolished.’ 
even  in  a workers  state,  but  must  be 
replaced  with  alternate  social  in.stitulions.” 
The  material  basis  for  women’s  lib- 
eration can  be  established  only  through 
workers  revolutions  internationally.  In 
power,  the  working  class  would  abolish 
the  capitalist  private  property  and  inheri- 
tance system  and  socialize  the  current 


functions  of  the  family — providing  com- 
munal kitchens,  childcare  and  health  care — 
thus  freeing  women  from  the  burden  of 
child-rearing  and  household  slavery. 

Regarding  religion  itself — Mormon  or 
otherwise — our  attitude  is  that  it  is  reac- 
tionary superstition  counterposed  to  Marx- 
ist materialism.  We  fight  to  purge  religion 
from  public  education  and  government 
policy.  Religion  provides  moral  justifica- 
tion for  exploitation  and  reactionary  prej- 
udices. It  deflects  workers’  struggles  into 
piety  and  acquiescence  to  bourgeois  power. 
But  religious  beliefs  cannot  be  “abol- 
ished" by  government  decree:  they  will 
only  wither  away  when  material  want  is 
overcome  and  the  oppressed  masses  no 
longer  feel  the  need  to  resort  to  the  super- 
natural to  provide  for  what  is,  in  capital- 
ist society,  unattainable — the  hope  for  a 
better  life,  which  for  billions  of  people 
today  can  only  be  dreamt  of  in  “heav- 
enly” fantasies. 

Persecution  by  the  bourgeois  state  of 
religious  practices  targets  smaller,  fringe 


sects  or  oppressed  minorities,  reinforcing 
the  moral  authority  of  “mainstream”  relig- 
ions and.  more  importantly,  the  bourgeois 
state  itself.  We  demand  the  complete  sep- 
aration of  church  and  slate,  as  we  seek  to 
relegate  religion  to  the  confines  of  per- 
sonal belief,  and  oppose  state  persecution 
of  religious  beliefs.  Just  as  we  defend 
the  Church  of  Scientology  against  state 
repression  in  Germany,  we  defend  the 
Fundamentalist  Mormons,  who  are  being 
targeted  for  practices  that  are  nobody’s 
business  but  their  own. 

Given  the  anti-sex  hysteria  and  igno- 
rance it  promulgates,  the  bourgeois  state 
finds  it  easy  to  justify  the  most  barbaric  of 
penalties  and  intrusions  into  people’s  pri- 
vate lives  under  the  guise  of  protecting 
children  from  sexual  abuse.  America’s 
rulers  are  not  interested  in  protecting  chil- 
dren; they  are  the  main  oppressors  and 
killers  of  children,  from  the  black  and 
Latino  youth  gunned  down  by  cops  in 
the  ghettos  to  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  children  killed  in  the  predatory 
wars  waged  by  the  American  imperialists 
around  the  world. 

The  Eldorado  raid  is  frighteningly 
reminiscent  of  the  Waco  massacre  in 
1993,  when  Democratic  president  Bill 
Clinton  and  his  attorney  general  Janet 
Reno’s  thugs  ended  a three-month  siege 
of  the  racially  integrated  Branch  Davidian 
compound  in  Waco.  Texas,  by  burning 
alive  86  men,  women  and  children.  The 
guise  was  alleged  “child  abuse.”  And 
we  do  not  forget  the  MOVE  massacre 
in  1985.  when  the  Philadelphia  police, 
led  by  black  Democratic  mayor  Wilson 
Goode,  and  the  federal  government  con- 
spired to  firebomb  the  mainly  black 
back-to-nature  MOVE  commune,  killing 
eleven  people,  including  five  children, 
and  destroying  an  entire  black  neighbor- 
hood. The  Waco  and  MOVE  massacres 
loom  as  a reminder  of  how  far  the  bloody 
American  bourgeois  state  will  go. 

While  the  Eldorado  Mormons  may  be 
a peculiar  sect,  they  are  not  the  ones 
wielding  the  massive  apparatus  of  death 
that  is  the  bourgeois  state,  whether  ad- 
ministered by  the  Republicans  or  Dem- 
ocrats. Just  as  women’s  liberation  requires 
a socialist  revolution  that  expropriates  the 
capitalist  class  and  lays  the  foundation  for 
the  replacement  of  the  family,  so  the 
workers  and  oppressed  of  this  country 
cannot  liberate  themselves  without  under- 
standing that  the  bourgeois  state,  with  its 
cops,  judges  and  prisons,  must  be  smashed 
and  replaced  by  a workers  state.  ■ 


Mexico... 

( continued  from  page  4 ) 

populism — prominently  represented  today 
by  the  PRD  [Party  of  the  Democratic 
Revolution]  in  Mexico  and  by  Chdvez  in 
Venezuela,  and  in  the  past  by  Ldzaro 
Clrdenas.  among  others — is  a bourgeois 
policy  that  tries  to  erase  class  divisions, 
dissolving  the  working  class  into  the 
mass  of  “the  people."  The  envelope  in 
which  this  policy  is  presented  is  national- 
ism. which  sells  the  lie  that  the  working 
class  and  the  oppressed  have  the  same 
interests  as  their  class  enemy,  the  bour- 
geoisie. Chavez  and  AMLO  [PRD  leader 
Andres  Manuel  Ldpez  Obrador]  use  false 
democratic  and  “anti-imperialist"  rhetoric 
combined  with  concessions  to  the  work- 
ing class,  poor  and  oppressed,  as  well  as 
repression.  From  the  UNAM  [National 
Autonomous  University  of  Mexico]  strike 
in  1999-20.00  to  Ldzaro  Cdrdenas  and 
Atenco,  the  PRD.  PRl  and  PAN  have 
been  partners  in  capitalist  repression. 

We  warn  against  any  illusions  in  the 
bourgeoisie,  especially  in  the  populist  PRD 
and  AMLO.  who  oppose  the  privatization 
plan  and  are  trying  to  refurbish  their  fake 
"anti-imperialist"  credentials.  The  bour- 
geois populists,  who  defend  the  capitalist 
system,  are  no  less  enemies  of  the  victory 
of  the  proletariat  than  the  more  right-wing 
politicians  of  the  PAN.  AMLO  bases  his 
campaign  on  the  widespread  illusion  that 
modernizing  PEMEX  as  a state  [oil]  com- 
pany leads  to— or  safeguards — national 
emancipation,  and  that  it  could  become  the 


basis  for  .satisfying  the  needs  of  tlie  people. 

Similarly,  there  is  a widespread  and  false 
notion  that  PEMEX  belongs  to  "the  people” 
or  “the  nation.”  All  of  this  is  a lie.  PEMEX 
belongs  to  the  bourgeoisie,  and  the  Mexi- 
can capitalists  are  split  over  how  to  take 
advantage  of  the  huge  wealth  produced  by 
the  astronomical  price  of  oil.  Independently 
of  what  they  do  with  PEMEX.  or  who  rules 
the  country  and  under  what  program,  capi- 
talist Mexico  will  remain  a backward  petro- 
leum producer  subjugated  by  imperialism, 
subject  to  the  crises  of  the  market  and  the 
wild  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  crude.  The 
imperialist  yoke  cannot  be  broken  and  the 
needs  of  the  population  cannot  be  met  by 
capitalism,  much  less  when  it  is  based  prin- 
cipally on  one  extractive  industry  in  one 
semicolonial  country. 

Indeed,  the  bourgeoisies  of  all  the 
countries  of  belated  capitalist  develop- 
ment are  absolutely  incapable  of  breaking 
with  imperialism.  As  Lenin  taught,  impe- 
rialism is  not  a disposable  conjunctural 
policy  but  a world  system  of  exploitation 
and  oppression  dominated  by  huge  finan- 
cial monopolies,  backed  up  by  their 
respective  nation-states  with  their  armies 
and  fleets,  which  long  ago  divided  up  the 
world  among  themselves  and  maintain 
the  backward  countries  under  their  yoke. 
Thus,  Mexico  is  a country  of  combined 
and  uneven  development,  where  modem 
production  technology  coexists  with  mis- 
erable backwardness  in  the  countryside. 
The  overwhelming  majority  of  industry 
in  Mexico  owes  its  existence  to  imperial- 
ist capital,  which  has  created  a powerful 
proletariat.  We  Marxists  base  our  entire 


strategy  on  the  modem  industrial  prole- 
tariat. which  has  no  interest  as  a class 
in  maintaining  the  system  of  capitalist 
exploitation  and  production  for  profit.  The 
working  class  has  the  social  power  and 
interest  to  lead  all  the  oppressed  in  over- 
throwing capitalism  through  socialist  revo- 
lution. abolishing  private  properly  in  the 
means  of  production  and  the  rule  of  the 
bourgeoisie,  the  class  that  owns  the  means 
of  production  and  exploits  wage  labor. 

The  enormous  dependency  of  the  Mexi- 
can economy  on  oil — which  constitutes  40 
percent  of  the  government’s  income — is 
an  undeniable  example  of  the  backward 
character  of  Mexico’s  capitalist  develop- 
ment. It  is  impossible  to  achieve  indus- 
trial development  comparable  to  that  of  the 
advanced  countries  within  the  framework 
of  capitalism.  In  his  work  The  Permanent 
Revolution,  Leon  Trotsky  explained: 

"With  regard  to  countries  with  a belated 
bourgeois  development,  especially  the 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries,  the 
theory  of  the  permanent  revolution  signi- 
fies that  the  complete  and  genuine  solution 
of  their  tasks  of  achieving  democracy 
and  national  emancipation  is  conceiv- 
able only  through  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  as  the  leader  of  the  subjugated 
nation,  above  all  of  its  peasant  masses." 

Upon  taking  power,  the  proletariat 
cannot  slop  at  the  democratic  tasks,  but 
rather  must  immediately  pass  to  the 
socialist  tasks — the  expropriation  of  the 
bourgeoisie  as  a class,  collectivization  and 
a planned  economy.  Thus,  the  felt  demo- 
cratic aspirations  of  the  masses,  such  as  for 
national  emancipation,  political  democ- 
racy and  agrarian  revolution,  are  a motor 


force  for  the  proletarian  revolution,  since 
they  can  only  be  achieved  through  a col- 
lectivized economy.  For  a workers  and 
peasants  government!  We  fight  to  build 
the  vanguard  party  of  the  proletariat  that 
seeks  to  win  the  loyalty  of  the  masses 
away  from  the  national-populist  bour- 
geoisie, combatting  illusions  in  the  dem- 
ocratic reform  of  the  bourgeois  state  and 
channeling  the  workers’  struggles  toward 
the  taking  of  power  by  the  proletariat. 

The  proletarian  revolution  must  be 
extended  internationally,  especially  to 
the  American  imperialist  beast.  The  sur- 
vival of  the  revolution  in  Mexico  and 
its  development  toward  socialism  is  un- 
thinkable, economically  and  militarily, 
without  the  help  of  the  multiracial  pro- 
letariat of  the  U.S.  And  a workers  rev- 
olution in  Mexico  would  provide  a power- 
ful impetus  to  the  revolution  north  of 
the  Rfo  Bravo,  especially  among  black 
workers  and  the  millions  of  immigrant 
workers.  The  multiracial  American  prole- 
tariat must  make  its  powerful  voice  heard 
in  joint  class  struggle  with  its  Mexican 
brothers  and  sisters  against  the  capitalist 
rulers’  designs.  As  opposed  to  the  rest 
of  the  left,  the  communists  of  the  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mdxico,  alongside  our 
comrades  of  the  entire  ICL,  genuinely 
fight  for  an  international  socialist  econ- 
omy through  new  October  Revolutions 
around  the  world  to  do  away  with  impe- 
rialism, racism  and  all  forms  of  oppres- 
sion. If  you  agree  with  our  perspective, 
join  our  struggle  for  the  emancipation  of 
the  proletariat,  the  fundamental  basis  for 
universal  human  emancipation!  ■ 
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AP  photos 

Left:  Protest  against  state  kidnapping  of  fundamentalist  Mormons  and  their  children,  Salt  Lake  City,  April  24.  Right:  Mormon  polygamist  families  in  Eldorado, 
Texas,  being  “relocated"  by  police,  April  6. 

Mormon  Polygamists— 
Leave  Them  Alone! 


On  April  3,  heavily  armed  Texas  Rang- 
ers, police  agencies  from  six  counties,  the 
state  highway  patrol  and  wildlife  offi- 
cers stormed  into  a polygamous  Mormon 
community  in  Eldorado.  Texas.  A phone 
call  was  the  pretext  for  this  massive  raid 
on  the  Yearning  for  Zion  Ranch  of  the 
Fundamentalist  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter  Day  Saints  (FLDS),  a long- 
established  split-off  from  the  mainstream 
Mormons.  Authorities  now  admit  this  call 
by  a woman  claiming  sexual  abuse  at  the 
ranch  was  probably  a hoax.  Over  the  next 
seven  days,  more  than  500  children  and 
women  were  kidnapped  in  a state  on- 
slaught of  “collective  punishment." 

At  least  465  of  those  kidnapped  were 
under  age  18  and  were  seized  by  Child 
Protective  Services  (CPS).  Thirty-one 
women  were  pregnant  when  arrested;  two 
have  given  birth  while  in  state  custody. 
Several  of  the  "children"  in  custody  are 
actually  mothers  who  have  had  their  own 
infants  seized.  All  the  parents  were  sep- 
arated from  their  children,  many  sent 
hundreds  of  miles  away,  while  the  stale 
conducted  humiliating  DNA  tests  to 
determine  parents'  "legitimacy"  to  visit 
their  children.  The  outrageous  treatment 
of  the  Mormon  families  is  the  reat  abuse 
perpetrated  here!  It  was  so  bad  that  even 
the  Texas  Supreme  Court  on  May  29 
upheld  a prior  appeals  court  ruling  that 
the  slate  had  no  right  to  seize  the  children. 
As  we  go  to  press,  most  of  those  seized 
are  being  returned  to  their  parents. 

We  Marxists  have  a longstanding  posi- 
tion in  defense  of  polygamous  Mormons 
against  state  persecution.  We  slated  in 
"For  the  Right  of  Gay  Marriage. ..and 
Divorce!  Marriage  and  the  Capitalist 
State"  (WV  No.  824.  16  April  2004); 
"We  believe  the  Mormons  have  the  right 
to  be  left  alone,  to  practice  their  relig- 
ion and  live  their  private  lives  however 
they  see  fit.  Our  position  for  the  right 
of  gay  marriage,  like  the  right  of  Mor- 
mons to  practice  polygamy,  stems  from 
our  opposition  to  government  interfer- 
ence with  the  rights  of  individuals  to 


effect  whatever  consensual  arrangements 
they  wish."  Leave  the  Mormon  polyga- 
mists atone! 

The  raid  and  the  mass  kidnapping  have 
sparked  outrage,  not  least  in  Mormon 
strongholds  such  as  Salt  Lake  City,  where 
50  protested  on  April  24  outside  an  NBA 
playoff  game  between  the  Rockets  and 
Jazz.  As  FLDS  spokesman  Rod  Parker 
said,  "I  think  every  American  needs  to  be 
very  fearful  of  what  Child  Protective 
Services  is  doing  in  Texas.”  Mental  health 
workers  at  emergency  shelters  for  the 
women  and  children  expressed  anger 
toward  the  state's  child  welfare  agency 
for  removing  the  children  from  their 
mothers  and  for  the  conditions  in  the 
shelters,  which  were  so  poor  that  upper 
respiratory  infections  and  chicken  pox 
spread  rapidly.  One  of  the  workers  said  it 
wa.s  a deliberate  form  of  coercion;  "The 
more  uncomfortable  they  were  the  more 
CPS  thought  they  would  talk."  The  entire 
mental  health  staff  was  fired  the  .second 
week,  accused  by  the  authorities  of  being 
“loo  compassionate"  (Houston  Chronicle, 
10  May). 

The  spiritual  leader  of  the  FLDS.  War- 
ren Jeffs,  is  in  prison,  charged  with  "rape 
as  an  accomplice"  for  performing  a mar- 
riage— “rape"  because  the  young  woman, 
who  was  14.  was  underage  and  the  groom 
was  her  19-year-old  cousin.  In  "Feds 
Hands  Off  Mormon  Fundamentalists!" 
(Vl^V  No.  871.  26  May  2()()6).  we  de- 
fended Jeffs  against  the  government’s 
witchhunt  before  his  capture,  denouncing 
the  anti-sex  hysteria  and  hypocrisy  of  the 
authorities  and  noting  that  such  early 
marriages  were  commonplace  only  dec- 
ades ago.  New  Hampshire,  for  example, 
still  allows  13-year-old  girls  to  marry 
with  parental  consent.  In  some  European 
countries,  the  age  of  consent  is  14  years, 
while  in  quite  a few  U.S.  states  first  cous- 
ins can  legally  marry. 

The  stale  uses  reactionary  “age  of  con- 
sent" laws  to  oppress  youth — who  are 
supposed  to  go  against  nature  and  be 
"sexless,"  especially  if  they're  female — 


and  expand  its  own  powers  of  repres- 
sion. We  oppose  "age  of  consent."  "squeal 
rules"  and  "statutory  rape"  laws,  which 
strengthen  the  repressive  reach  of  the 
state,  as  well  as  serving  as  a diversion 
from  the  real  brutality  of  this  sick  capital- 
ist society.  We  uphold  effective  consent  as 
the  only  guiding  principle  in  sexual  rela- 
tions— i.e..  mutual  agreement  and  under- 
standing, as  opposed  to  coercion.  As  long 
as  those  who  take  part  agree  to  do  so  at  the 
lime,  no  one.  least  of  all  the  state,  has  the 
right  to  tell  them  they  can't  do  it.  Rape 
and  violent  abuse  are  terrible  crimes  that 
occur  throughout  society  and  in  monoga- 
mous as  well  as  polygamous  families. 
But  the  prosecution  of  Mormons  for 
polygamy  can  only  force  possible  victims 
to  retreat  further  underground  in  legiti- 
mate fear  of  the  authorities. 

The  question  of  polygamy  has  a long 
history  in  the  U.S..  and  was  central  to  the 
development  of  Mormonism  in  the  !9th 
century.  When  in  1 890  the  Mormons  offi- 
cially renounced  the  practice,  preparatory 
to  getting  Utah  recognized  as  a U.S.  stale 
in  1896.  significant  breakaway  factions 
continued  polygamy,  one  calling  them- 
selves the  Fundamentalist  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints. 
Today,  an  estimated  I ().()()()  FLDS  fol- 
lowers live  in  communities  concentrated 
along  the  Ulah-Ari/ona  border  and 
nearby  slates.  Their  presence  in  Texas 
dales  only  from  2003.  and  the  Texas  stale 
authorities  have  been  extremely  aggres- 
sive in  their  attempts  to  banish  them. 

President  Abraham  Lincoln,  though  he 
later  signed  a bill  outlawing  plural  mar- 
riages. made  an  early  statement  to  a Mor- 
mon journalist  regarding  the  Mormons,  a 
model  of  good  sense  and  tolerance  that 
the  rulers  of  this  decaying  capitalist 
society  have  long  since  abandoned.  When 
he  was  a boy  on  the  farm,  he  said.  "Occa- 
sionally we  would  come  to  a log  which 
had  fallen  down.  It  was  too  hard  to  split, 
loo  wet  to  burn  and  too  heavy  to  move, 
so  we  plowed  around  it.  That's  what  I 
intend  to  do  with  the  Mormons.  You  go 


back  and  tell  Brigham  Young  that  if  he 
will  let  me  alone  I will  let  him  alone." 

The  Family  and  Organized 
Religion:  Props  of 
Brutal  Bourgeois  Rule 

With  revolting  hypocrisy.  America's 
ruler-s  are  flexing  their  muscles  against  a 
liny  community  in  rural  Texas  while  hail- 
ing one  of  the  most  anti-woman  and  feu- 
dalist forces  in  the  world,  the  Dalai  Lama 
and  the  deposed  pro-slavery  Tibetan 
"Lamaocracy."  Before  the  Chinese  Peo- 
ple’s Liberation  Army  (PLA)  came  to 
Tibet,  it  was  a hellhole  for  poor  peasants 
and  women,  who  slaved  like  oxen  as  the 
ruling  monks  meditated  in  the  temples. 
In  pre- 1950s  Tibet,  polygamy  was  the 
norm  and  intrinsic  to  the  enslavement 
of  women.  Its  corollary  was  polyandry 
among  poorer  males,  who  had  to  share 
a wife  with  other  men  (often  broth- 
ers) because  they  could  not  afford  wives 
themselves.  The  PLA’s  extension  to  Tibet 
of  the  gains  of  the  1949  Chinese  Revolu- 
tion. which  overthrew  capitalist  rule  in 
China,  broke  the  lamas'  power  and  lifted 
the  region  from  feudal  darkness,  a leap  of 
several  centuries  in  human  development 
(see  "Defend  Chinese  Deformed  Work- 
ers Stale!  Counterrevolutionarv  Riots  in 
Tibet,"  No.  91 1.  28  March). 

Whereas  American  Mormons  essen- 
tially choose  their  practice,  in  many  re- 
gions of  the  world  the  legacy  of  precapi- 
talist social  backwardness  means  that 
women  are  held  to  be  little  more  than 
property,  requiring  struggle  by  comnui- 
msis  to  abolish  institutionalized  polyg- 
amy. as  well  as  the  bride  price,  female 
genital  mutilation  and  other  such  prac- 
tices. In  countries  of  belated  capitalist 
development,  social  backwardness  is  re- 
inforced and  manipulated  by  imperialist 
domination.  For  example,  the  U.S.  impe- 
rialists prop  up  reactionary  client  stales 
like  impoverished  Afghanistan  and  oil- 
rich  .Saudi  Arabia,  countries  where 
women  are  forcibly  veiled  head-to-toe 
continued  on  page  / 5 
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Democrats,  Republicans,  Greens: 
Class  Enemies  of  Workers,  Oppressed 


For  a Workers  Party  to  Fight 
for  a Workers  Government! 


For  ihe  first  time  in  U.S.  history,  the 
presumptive  presidential  nominee  of  the 
Democratic  Party — once  the  pany  of  the 
Southern  slavocracy — is  a black  man,  Illi- 
nois Senator  Barack  Obama,  who  is  set 
to  face  presumptive  Republican  nominee 
John  McCain.  Certainly  if  this  deeply 
racist  country  ever  saw  a black  president, 
it  would  be  a significant  development.  But 
it  would  not  change  the  oppression  of 
black  people,  which  forms  the  cornerstone 
of  American  capitalism  and  cannot  be 
ended  short  of  the  destruction  of  the  capi- 
talist order  through  socialist  revolution. 

For  all  his  hoopla  about  “change." 
Obama  is  in  fact  a mainstream  capitalist 
politician,  linked  to  the  Illinois  Demo- 
cratic machine,  who  has  put  himself  for- 
ward as  the  best  candidate  to  run  U.S. 
imperialism  and  keep  working  people, 
blacks,  immigrants  and  all  the  oppres,sed 
down.  He  promotes  himself  as  a bipar- 
tisan candidate  who  can  “work  across 
the  aisle”  to  "get  things  done."  We  can 
only  recall  the  words  of  the  late  George 
Carlin;  "Bipartisan  usually  means  that  a 
larger-than-usual  deception  is  being  car- 
ried out."  To  a growing  sector  of  the  U.S. 
bourgeoisie.  Obama  is  more  than  quali- 
fied to  be  the  chief  executive  of  U.S. 
imperialism,  not  least  in  order  to  refur- 
bish its  waning  credentials  in  the  world 
arena.  Obama’s  aim  is  to  be  the  black 
overseer  of  the  whole  bloody  plantation. 

As  Trotskyists  (i.e..  genuine  Marxists), 
we  do  not  extend  any  political  support  to 
Obama.  McCain  or  any  capitalist  politi- 
cian on  principle.  We  fight  for  the  com- 
plete political  independence  of  the  work- 
ing class  from  all  capitalist  parties — 
Democrat,  Republican,  Green  or  "Inde- 
pendent.” This  ABC  Marxist  principle 
is  regularly  jettisoned  by  the  reformist 
left,  which,  despite  occasional  criticisms 
of  Obama’s  positions,  is  working  for  a 
Democratic  victory  this  November  either 
through  overt  support  to  Obama  (such  as 
the  Communist  Party),  or  via  the  small- 
time capitalist  Green  Party,  which  acts  as 
a shill  for  the  Democrats,  or  through  pro- 
test politics  to  pressure  the  Democrats. 

Our  starting  point  is  the  understanding 
that  capitalist  society  is  divided  between 
two  fundamental  classes;  the  capitalist 
class  and  the  working  class.  The  bour- 
geoisie owns  the  means  of  production — 
the  factories,  mines  and  transportation 
systems  of  modem  industrial  capitalism; 
the  proletariat,  in  order  to  survive,  is 
forced  to  sell  its  labor  power  to  the  capi- 
talists. and  through  its  labor  generates  the 
surplus  value  that  the  capitalists  reap  as 
profit.  The  interests  of  these  two  classes 
are  irreconcilably  counterposed.  With  its 
hands  directly  on  the  means  of  produc- 
tion. the  working  class  has  the  social 
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For  Black  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


power  and  objective  interest  to  overthrow 
capitalism.  ()nly  then  can  the  material 
basis  be  laid  for  ending  exploitation, 
imperialist  war.  racial  and  other  forms  of 
oppression,  all  of  which  are  endemic  to 
the  capitalist  system. 

Thus  we  also  do  not  politically  support 
Green  Party  nominee  Cynthia  McKinney. 
McKinney  is  as  progressive  a capitalist 
politician  as  one  will  find  today  in  the 
U.S.,  but  she  is  a capitalist  politician  none- 
theless, and  as  such  a defender  of  the 
bourgeois  order  who  merely  seeks  to  ame- 
liorate its  worst  "excesses."  She  is  an 


opponent  of  the  class  victory  of  the  work- 
ing class — i.e..  the  destruction  of  this 
order  through  socialist  revolution. 

Nor  would  we  run  for  executive  office 
— such  as  mayor,  governor  or  president — 
ourselves,  although  Marxists  have  and 
can  run  for  parliamentary  office  as  a tac- 
tic to  propagate  our  revolutionary  pro- 
gram and  as  part  of  the  struggle  to  imbue 
the  working  class  with  the  understanding 
that  the  capitalist  order,  including  its  par- 
liamentary facade,  must  be  overthrown 
through  socialist  revolution.  As  Karl  Marx 
and  Friedrich  Engels  taught  long  ago.  the 
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Above:  U.S.  troops  in  Nuristan  Province,  Afghanistan,  January  2008. 
Afghanistan  occupation  is  overwhelmingly  supported  by  Democrats.  Below; 
Overcrowded  prison  in  California. 


California  Department  of  Corrections 


capitalist  government  is  the  executive  com- 
mittee that  manages  the  common  affairs  of 
the  capitalist  class  as  a whole.  In  the  U.S.. 
the  president  is  the  chief  executive  respon- 
sible for  the  most  massive  military  power 
in  historj’  and  for  the  domestic  machinery 
of  repression  that  maintains  social  oppres- 
sion and  exploitation.  To  run  for  execu- 
tive office  means  to  aspire  to  be  the  next 
Commander-in-Chief  who  decides  who 
gets  tortured,  who  gets  bombed,  who  gets 
invaded  (see  Spariadsi  1 English-language 
edition]  No.  60.  Autumn  2(X)7). 

The  elephant-and-donkey  show  of  Amer- 
ican “democracy”  is  the  means  by  which 
the  bourgeoisie  masks  its  bloody,  racist 
class  dictatorship.  As  Bolshevik  leader 
V.  1.  Lenin  put  it  in  his  1917  work.  The 
Stale  and  Revolution:  "To  decide  once 
every  few  years  which  member  of  the  rul- 
ing class  is  to  repress  and  crush  the  peo- 
ple through  parliament — this  is  the  real 
essence  of  bourgeois  parliamentarism." 
Our  goal  is  the  construction  of  a revolu- 
tionary multiracial  workers  party  in  this 
country  as  part  of  an  authentically  com- 
munist international.  Such  a party  would 
mobilize  the  .social  power  of  the  prole- 
tariat at  the  head  of  all  the  oppressed, 
seeking  not  to  tinker  with  the  racist,  capi- 
talist status  quo  but  rather  to  smash  the 
existing  order  through  a socialist  revolu- 
tion that  expropriates  the  capitalist  class 
and  lays  the  basis  for  a planned,  collectiv- 
ized economy  in  which  those  who  labor 
rule.  The  obstacles  to  such  a perspective 
are  many  and  real,  including  within  the 
mass  organizations  of  the  working  class, 
the  trade  unions.  This  year,  major  indus- 
trial unions  such  as  the  Teamsters,  the 
ILWU  longshore  union  and  the  TWU  tran- 
sit union  have  endorsed  Obama.  What  is 
required  is  a political  struggle  against  the 
chauvinist,  pro-capitalist  trade-union  tops 
and  the  forging  of  a class-struggle  leader- 
ship of  the  unions.  It  also  requires  a ruth- 
less exposure  of  the  fake-socialist  left, 
waterboys  for  the  union  bureaucrats  and 
the  Democratic  Party. 

The  U.S.  is  the  only  advanced  capital- 
ist country  in  which  the  working  class 
does  not  have  its  own  political  party,  not 
even  a reformist  one  like  the  social- 
democratic  parties  in  Europe.  Australia  or 
Japan.  This  is  in  large  part  because  the 
bourgeoisie — abetted  by  the  pro-capitalist 
labor  bureaucrats — has  successfully  util- 
ized the  poison  of  racism  to  divide  the 
working  class  and  ob.scure  the  fundamen- 
tal class  divisions  in  this  society.  Instead, 
at  limes  of  .significant  dissatisfaction  with 
Ihe  two  major  parties,  the  U.S.  tends  to 
produce  capitalist  "third  parties"  whose 
role,  insofar  as  they  ever  acquire  influ- 
ence. has  historically  been  to  get  the  work- 
ing class  back  on  the  road  to  electoralism. 

To  lake  a historical  example,  the  Ameri- 
can Communist  Party,  then  called  the 
Workers  Party,  came  close  to  supporting 
the  1924  presidential  candidacy  of  Repub- 
lican Senator  Robert  La  Folleite  on  the 
continued  on  page  9 
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Drop  Charges  Against  Rebel  Diaz  Hip-Hop  Artists! 


We  print  below  a June  20  protest  let- 
ter from  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee to  New  York  City  mayor  Michael 
Bloomberg,  Police  Commissioner  Ray- 
mond Kelly  and  Bronx  D.A.  Robert  T. 
Johnson.  The  PDC  is  a cla.ss-.struggle. 
non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  associated  with  the  Sparta- 
cist  League.  On  June  25.  the  Rebel  Diaz 
Web  site  {www.rebeldiaz.com)  reported 
that  police  officers  with  drawn  guns  had 
burst  into  Gonzalo  Venegas'  apartment 
early  the  previous  morning,  intimidated 
the  residents  and  then  left.  We  protest  these 
police  .scare  tactics,  which  are  clearly  a 
response  to  the  Venegas  brothers'  recent 
witnessing  of— and  long-standing  opposi- 
tion to — police  brutality. 


REPHSTAR  TV 


The  Venegas 
brothers,  sons  of 
Chilean  political 
exiles,  assaulted  by 
police  in  the  Bronx 
on  June  18  (left). 
The  two.  known  as 
Rodstarz  and  G1  of 
the  hip-hop  group 
Rebel  Diaz,  speak  to 
press  the  following 
day  (right). 


for  Socialism  and  Lberation 


* * * 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  con- 
demns the  brutal  police  assault  and  arrest 
of  Rodrigo  "Rodstarz"  Venegas  and  Gon- 
zalo "Gl"  Venegas  on  June  18.  After 
witnessing  the  police  harassing  a street 
vendor  in  Hunts  Point  in  the  Bronx,  the 
Venegas  brothers  began  to  videotape  the 
incident  on  a cell  phone  camera.  When 
they  asked  for  the  officers’  badge  num- 
bers. the  police  responded  by  beating 


and  kicking  the  brothers  in  full  view  of 
other  vendors  and  people  on  the  crowded 
street.  The  brothers  were  arrested  and 
charged  with  obstruction  of  justice  and 
resisting  arrest — bogus  charges  rou- 
tinely leveled  against  victims  of  police 
brutality. 

Police  brutality  is  standard  operating 
procedure,  meted  out  not  only  to  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  in  New  York 
City,  but  also  to  those  who  witness  and 
protest  against  it  on  the  spot.  One  year 


Economic  Planning  and 
Workers  Democracy 

While  pointing  to  the  great  advances  that 
working-class  property  forms  brought  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trot- 
sky emphasized  that  the  parasitic  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  that  usurped  political  power 
from  the  Soviet  proletariat  acted  as  a brake 
on  the  development  of  that  society's  produc- 
tive forces.  Writing  in  1938,  Trotsky  under- 
lined the  need  for  workers  political  revolu- 
tion in  the  USSR,  and  the  return  to  workers 
democracy,  as  key  to  the  defense  and  exten- 
sion of  the  gains  of  the  1917  October  Revolution.  Amid  hostile  imperialist  encircle- 
ment, decades  of  Stalinist  misrule  led  to  the  final  undoing  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  slate  in  1991-92,  a world-historic  defeat  for  the  international  proletariat. 
Trotsky's  analysis  and  program  applies  today  to  the  remaining  deformed  workers 
states  of  China.  North  Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba. 

In  and  of  itself  the  preservation  of  slate  ownership  of  the  means  of  production  is  of 
enormous  progressive  significance,  inasmuch  as  with  the  aid  of  planned  economy  this 
permits  of  attaining  a swift  development  of  the  productive  forces.  True,  the  economic 
statistics  issued  by  the  bureaucracy  do  not  merit  any  confidence:  they  systematically 
exaggerate  successes  while  concealing  failures.  It  is  nonetheless  unthinkable  to  deny 
the  fact  that  even  today  the  Soviet  Union's  productive  forces  are  still  developing  at  a 
tempo  that  was  not  and  is  not  known  in  any  other  country  in  the  world.  Whoever 
refuses  to  see  this  side  of  the  case,  identifying  the  Soviet  regime  with  fascism... throws 
out.  as  the  Germans  say.  the  baby  with  the  dirty  bath-water.  The  development  of  the 
productive  forces  is  the  fundamental  factor  of  human  culture.  Without  increasing 
man’s  power  over  nature  it  is  impossible  even  to  think  of  destroying  the  rule  of  man 
over  man.  Socialism  cannot  be  erected  on  backwardness  and  poverty.  The  technical 
premise  of  Socialism  has  taken  an  enormous  forward  step  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  the 
course  of  these  twenty  years. 

However,  least  of  all  is  this  the  merit  of  the  bureaucracy.  On  the  contrary,  the  ruling 
caste  has  become  transformed  into  the  greatest  brake  upon  the  development  of  the  pro- 
ductive forces.  Socialist  economy  must  by  its  very  essence  take  as  its  guide  the  interests 
of  the  producers  and  the  needs  of  the  consumers.  These  interests  and  needs  can  find 
their  expression  only  through  the  medium  of  a full-flowering  democracy  of  producers 
and  consumers.  Democracy,  in  this  particular  case,  is  not  some  sort  of  abstract  princi- 
ple. It  is  the  one  and  only  conceivable  mechanism  for  preparing  the  Socialist  system  of 
economy,  and  realizing  it  in  life. 

— Leon  Trotsky.  "Does  the  Soviet  Government  Still  Follow  the 
Principles  Adopted  Twenty  Years  Ago?”  (1938). 
as  reprinted  in  Fourth  International  (March  1945) 
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TROTSKY 


LENIN 


ago.  on  June  21,  2007,  officers  brutally 
beat  civil  righl.s  allomey  Michael  Warren 
and  his  wife  Evelyn  and  then  arrested 
them  after  the  couple  had  witnessed  and 
protested  the  police  beating  a man  in  a 
Brooklyn  parking  lot. 

The  Venegas  brothers  are  political 
activists  and  artists  of  the  Rebel  Diaz  hip- 


hop  group.  They  are  widely  known  for 
their  defense  of  immigrant  rights,  oppo- 
sition to  police  brutality,  and  support 
for  the  Jena  Six  and  Mumia  Abu-Jamal, 
an  innocent  man  on  death  row  in  Penn- 
sylvania. We  demand  that  all  charges 
against  Rodrigo  and  Gonzalo  Venegas  be 
dropped  immediately.! 


Corrections  on  Tibet 


In  the  article  "Counterrevolutionary 
Riots  in  Tibet”  (VWNo.  91 1.  28  March), 
we  slated,  "The  recent  opening  of 
the  Lhasa-Qinghai  railway,  connecting 
Tibet  to  China,  has  led  to  economic 
development  and  an  improvement  of 
living  standards”  (emphasis  added). 
This  implies  that  Tibet  is  not  part  of 
China;  we  should  have  said,  "connect- 
ing Tibet  to  the  rest  of  China."  In  the 
same  article,  we  also  wrote: 

"During  the  misnamed  ‘Great  Prole- 
tarian Cultural  Revolution'  that  began 
in  the  mid  1960s,  in  which  Mao 
mobilized  millions  of  student  youth 
to  buttress  his  position  in  an  intra- 
bureaucratic  factional  feud.  Mao  sub- 
jected the  Tibetans  to  fierce  Great 
Han  chauvinism.  Tibetan  language 
and  native  dress  were  proscribed. 
Much  of  what  had  been  at  the  core  of 
Tibetan  culture  was  simply  smashed 
up  and  destroyed,  although  with  Ihe 
beneficial  side  effect  of  driving 
monks  into  actual  labor" 

This  passage  feeds  into  a wide- 
spread distortion  promoted  by  the 
Dalai  Lama  camp  and  the  imperialists 
that  during  the  Cultural  Revolution 
Mao  mobilized  Han  student  youth  to 
“smash  up  and  destroy"  much  of  what 
had  been  at  the  core  of  Tibetan  cul- 
ture. But  it  was  mostly  Tibetan  youth 
who  destroyed  many  Buddhist  relics 
and  palaces.  Wang  Lixiong.  in  his 
very  thoughtful  article.  “Reflections 
on  Tibet"  (New  Left  Review.  March- 
April  2002),  points  out: 

"The  truth  is  that,  because  of  poor 
transportation  and  theJiuge  distances 
involved,  only  a limited  number  of 
Han  Red  Guards  actually  reached 
Tibet.  Even  if  some  of  them  did  par- 
ticipate in  pulling  down  the  temples, 
their  action  could  only  have  been 
symbolic.  Hundreds  of  shrines  were 
scattered  in  villages,  pastures  and  on 
rugged  mountainsides:  no  one  would 
have  been  capable  of  destroying  them 
without  the  participation  of  the  local 


people.  Furthermore,  most  of  the  Red 
Guards  who  did  reach  the  TAR  (Tibet 
Autonomous  Region)  were  Tibetan 
students,  returning  from  universities 
elsewhere.... 

“Surely  these  actions  are  evidence 
that,  once  they  realized  they  could 
control  their  own  fate,  the  Tibetan 
peasantry,  in  an  unequivocally  liberat- 
ing gesture,  cast  off  the  spectre  of  the 
afterlife  that  had  hung  over  them  for 
so  long  and  forcefully  asserted  that 
they  would  rather  be  men  in  this  life 
than  souls  in  the  next." 

The  Cultural  Revolution  inflicted  tre- 
mendous human  and  economic  damage 
on  Tibet,  as  it  did  everywhere  in  the  Peo- 
ple’s Republic  of  China.  It  was.  in  fact, 
anti-culture,  including  that  of  Han  Chi- 
nese as  well  as  Western  art  and  music. 
At  the  same  time,  there  was  indeed 
Han  chauvinism.  The  Tibetan  language 
and  native  dress — as  was  the  case  with 
all  minority  nationalities — were  attacked 
during  the  Cultural  Revolution. 

In  the  article  "Mumia  Must  Be  Freed 
Now!”  (WV  No.  913,  25  April),  we 
printed  the  speech  delivered  by  Sparta- 
cist League  speaker  Reuben  Samuels 
at  the  April  19  Oakland  united-front 
protest  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  in 
which  he  staled:  "The  extension  of  the 
Chinese  Revolution  to  Tibet  ended 
slavery  and  the  status  of  women  as 
beasts  of  burden."  (A  similar  statement 
appeared  in  a speech  by  Paula  Daniels, 
printed  in  the  9 May  WV  No.  914  arti- 
cle. "Join  Us  in  the  Fight  for  a Work- 
ers America!")  This  is  true.  But  it 
could  imply  that  slavery  was  the  domi- 
nant mode  of  production.  The  domi- 
nant forms  of  forced  peasant  labor  (for 
example,  ulag)  in  Tibet  were  feudal  in 
character.  Peasants  were  not  chattel, 
but  had  to  regularly  provide  unpaid 
labor  to  the  landlords/Lamaocracy. 
Individual  slaves  existed,  but  this  was 
not  the  basis  of  the  economy. 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Events 


BAY  AREA 


Class  Series 

Wednesday,  July  9,  6:30  p.m. 
The  State  and  Revolution 

The  Russian  Revolution 

Week  of  July  14.  date/time  TBA 

Revolutionary  Integrationism 

Week  of  July  28.  date/time  TBA 

1634  Telegraph  Avenue.  3rd  floor 
Oakland 

(Near  1 7(h  and  Broadway. 

1 block  from  19th  Street  BART) 
Information  and  readings  (510)  639-0851 
or  e-mail,  sycbayareai^sbcgtobal  net 


CHICAGO 


Class  Series 
Tuesday,  July  8,  7 p.m. 

The  Struggle  for 
Black  Liberation:  The  Key 
to  Socialist  Revolution 

in  America 

Tuesday,  July  22,  7 p.m. 
The  Russian  Revolution  of 
1917  and  the  Bolshevik  Party 
222  S,  Morgan  Street.  Suite  2C 
(Buzzer  23) 

(Near  the  UlC/Halsled  stop  on  the  Blue  bne) 
Information  and  readings  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail:  chicagosyc(g>3bcglobal  net 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


On  June  27.  Robert  Bryan, 
lead  attorticy  lor  death  row 
pohtieal  prisoner  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  filed  a petition 
to  the  federal  Third  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  for  cn  banc 
review — i.e..  for  the  lull  court 
to  reconsider  the  March  27 
decision  by  the  three-judge 
panel  of  the  court  that  af- 
firmed Mumia's  racist  frame-up  convic- 
tion That  decision  condemned  this  fighter 
for  black  freedom  to  either  life  impris- 
onment or  a new  sentencing  hearing  that 
could  reinstate  the  death  sentence  that 
was  overturned  in  December  2(M)1  by  fed- 
eral District  Court  judge  William  Yohn. 
Shortly  after  the  court’s  ruling,  the  D.A.’s 
office  announced  it  will  be  appealing  to 
reinstate  the  death  ‘.entence. 

A Black  Panther  Party  spokesman  m 
his  youth,  then  an  award-winning  jour- 
nalist known  as  the  "voice  of  the  voice- 
less" and  a supporter  of  the  Philadelphia 
MOVE  organization.  Mumia  was  framed 
up  for  the  1981  killing  of  Philadelphia 
police  officer  Daniel  Faulkner  and  sen- 
tenced to  death  explicitly  for  his  politi- 
cal views,  For  more  than  25  years,  the 
cops,  prosecutors,  bourgeois  politicians 
and  their  media  jackals  have  howled  for 
Mumia’s  blood,  because  they  see  m him 
a voice  of  defiant  opposition  to  all  forms 
of  racist  discrimination,  the  spectre  of 
black  revolt.  Our  fight  for  Mumia’s  free- 
dom is  part  of  our  struggle  against  black 
oppression,  which  is  rooted  in  American 
capitalism. 

With  its  March  27  ruling,  the  Third 
Circuit  joins  the  many  courts  that  have 
discarded  established  precedents  in  favor 
of  special  “Mumia  rules"  in  order  to  keep 
Mumia  in  prison  hell.  The  panel  of  three 
judges  unanimously  gave  license  to  the 
prosecutor’s  unconstitutional  argument 
to  the  jury  that  it  could  convict  Mumia 
because  he’d  have  "appeal  after  appeal 
after  appeal."  The  judges  also  upheld  the 
outrageous  conduct  of  Judge  Albert  Sabo 
during  Mumia’s  post-conviction  relief 
(PCRA)  proceedings  from  1995  to  1997. 
as  well  as  his  findings.  Confronted  with 
the  massive  violation  of  Mumia’s  due 
process  rights,  the  court  grotesquely  ruled 
that  no  matter  how  unfair  the  proceed- 
ings. a federal  court  in  a Iwhcax  corpu.\ 
appeal  is  barred  from  ordering  a new 
PCRA  hearing.  In  other  words,  for  Chief 
Judge  Anthony  J Scirica  and  Judges 
Robert  E,  Cowen  and  Thomas  L,  Ambro. 
there  are  no  due  process  rights  in  such 
proceedings. 

Making  a mockery  of  the  Supreme 
Court's  1986  Batson  decision,  which  pro- 
hibits the  exclusion  of  jurors  based  on 
race,  the  court  dismissed  the  overwhelm- 
ing proof  of  racist  jury-rigging  that 
marked  Mumia’s  1982  trial,  whore  the 
prosecution  used  eleven  of  its  15  peremp- 
tory challenges  to  get  rid  of  black  jurors. 
Enunciating  a new  rule — adopted  from 
the  prosecution's  arguments — the  Third 
Circuit  decision  held  that  Mumia's  claim 
must  be  rejected  because  he  and  his  attor- 
neys failed  to  provide  evidence  of  the 
racial  composition  of  the  entire  pool  of 
prospective  jurors  for  the  trial.  This  is 
truly  Kafkaesque.  Efforts  by  Mumia’s 
attorneys  to  develop  the  record  on  the 
jury's  racial  composition  were  repeatedly 
blocked  by  the  Pennsylvania  courts  and 
prosecutors.  Sabo  quashed  a subpoena  for 
the  Philadelphia  County  Commissioner 
of  Jurors.  He  also  dismissed  a motion  for 
discovery  of  the  name,  address  and  race 
of  each  member  of  the  jury  pool  on  the 
spurious  grounds  that  such  discovery 
motions  are  not  permitted  in  PCRA  pro- 
ceedings. The  state's  .successful  efforts  to 
suppress  this  evidence  are  now  the  basis 
for  the  court's  refusal  to  even  consider  it. 


Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Now! 


New  Legal  Papers  Filed 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard  skips 
alternate  issues  in  June, 
July  and  August. 

Our  next  issue  will 
be  dated  August  1. 


It  was  on  tlic  question  of  jury  exclu- 
sion that  Judge  Ambro  dissented,  arguing 
that  Mumia  should  receive  a new  hearing 
in  federal  district  court  where  the  prose- 
cution would  be  required  to  justify  its 
exclusion  of  black  jurors.  Ambro 's  dis- 
senting opinion,  which  Mumia’s  attor- 


Labor's  Power — For  Mass  Protest!"  (see 
“Protests  Demand;  Free  Mumia  Now!" 
WVNo.  9 1 4.  9 May). 

Central  to  the  united-front  protests  and 
Class-Struggle  Contingents  was  the  under- 
standing that  the  fight  tor  Mumia's  free- 
dom must  be  based  on  the  recognition  that 
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Philadelphia,  April  19:  Partisan  Defense 
Class-Struggle  Contingent  at  demonstration  initiated 
Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 
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neys  and  others  have  hailed  as  “remark- 
able," is  the  basis  for  Mumia’s  current 
appeal.  It  must  be  noted,  however,  that 
Ambro  accepted  the  same  false  premise 
as  the  others,  that  Mumia's  attorneys 
failed  to  provide  sufficient  proof  of  the 
composition  of  the  jury  pool.  Like  his 
two  colleagues.  Ambro  also  ignored  the 
highly  regarded  studies  submitted  to  (he 
court  that  showed  an  overwhelming  pat- 
tern of  racist  jury-rigging  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania courts  at  the  lime  of  Mumia’s  trial. 

Just  as  the  courts  adopt  special 
"Mumia  rules”  to  keep  him  locked  away, 
they  have  refused  to  even  consider  the 
mountain  of  evidence  of  Mumia's  inno- 
cence. including  the  confession  of  Arnold 
Beverly  that  he.  not  Mumia.  shot  and 
killed  Officer  Faulkner.  In  a separate 
appeal  in  the  Pennsylvania  state  courts, 
on  February  19  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme 
Court  turned  down  Mumia's  request  for 
a hearing  to  present  evidence  that  key 
witnesses  in  his  frame-up  trial  perjured 
themselves  under  police  coercion  (sec 
“Mobilize  Now  to  Free  Mumia!  Pennsyl- 
vania Court  Rejects  Mumia  Abu-Jamal’s 
Appeal — Federal  Court  Decision  Due." 
VYVNo.  909.  29  February).  Mumia’s  attor- 
neys announced  they  will  seek  review  m 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Immediately  after  the  Third  Circuit 
decision,  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee— a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal 
and  social  defense  organization  asso- 
ciated with  the  Spartacist  League — and 
its  fraternal  defen.se  organizations  inter- 
nationally held  emergency  protests.  The 
PDC  also  called  for  international  united- 
front  protests  under  the  slogans;  "Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia 
Now!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!" 
Protests  were  held  in  April  in  Oakland. 
London.  Toronto,  Sydney.  Chicago.  Los 
Angeles  and  Mexico  City.  These  protests 
brought  together  individuals  and  organi- 
zations representing  diverse  political  view- 
points— trade  unionists,  anti-racists,  death 
penalty  abolitionists,  gay  rights  activists, 
leftists  and  others — united  behind  the 
struggle  to  free  Mumia,  The  PDC  and 
its  international  fraternal  defense  organ- 
izations also  organized  Class-Struggle 
Contingents  m a number  of  protests 
called  by  other  groups.  In  addition  to  the 
united-front  slogans,  the  contingents  also 
marched  under  the  slogans:  "There  Is  No 
Justice  in  the  Capitalist  Courts!  Mobilize 


he  is  innocent — the  victim  of  a racist  politi- 
cal frame-up.  Among  the  numerous  mate- 
rials produced  by  the  PDC  to  publicize 
the  abundant  evidence  of  his  innocence 
and  politically  arm  Mumia’s  supporters  in 
the  struggle  to  revive  the  mass  movement 


necessary  to  win  his  free- 
dom are  The  Tifiht  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal — Mumia 
J\  Innocent.'  (July  2(X)6)  and 
the  Fact  Sheet  pamphlet.  Hif( 
Lies  in  the  Serx-ice  of  Le- 
fial  Lynching  (January  2008). 
Those  arc  available  at; 
www.partisandefense.org. 
A recent  book  by  J.  Patrick 
O'Connor.  The  Framing  of  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal.  also  details  much  of  the  evidence 
of  Mumia’s  innocence.  O’Connor’s  book 
unequivocally  states  that  Mumia  is  inno- 
cent of  the  shooting  of  Officer  Faulkner 
and  that  he  was  framed  up.  We  welcome 
this  contribution  to  Mumia’s  fight  for 
freedom,  which  stands  out  from  earlier 
books  by  Daniel  Williams.  David  Lin- 
dorff  and  Michael  Schiffmann.  each  of 
which  offer  that  Mumia  may  have  been 
Faulkner’s  killer. 

The  power  that  can  make  the  courts 
yield  is  the  power  of  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class,  which  must  be  mobilized  inde- 
pendently of  the  capitalist  state  and  its 
political  representatives,  whether  Demo- 
crat. Republican  or  Green,  Our  strategy 
of  class-struggle  defense  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  that  of  the  liberals  and  refor- 
mists. who  promote  dangerous  illusions 
that  the  courts  can  provide  justice  to  Amer- 
ica’s foremost  class-war  prisoner.  These 
illusions,  codified  in  the  subordination  of 
the  demand  for  Mumia’s  freedom  to  the 
call  for  a "new  trial."  have  demobilized 
what  was  once  a mass  movement.  Why 
mobilize  on  the  streets  or  in  the  unions  if 
Mumia  can  get  justice  from  the  courts? 

The  hundreds  who  mobilized  for  the 
recent  protests  must  be  turned  into  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  determined  to 
spike  the  capitalist  rulers’  plans  to  rein- 
state Mumia’s  death  sentence  or  bury  him 
in  prison  for  life.  All  efforts  on  Mumia’s 
behalf  must  be  redoubled.  America’s  rul- 
ers must  be  made  to  understand  that  there 
will  be  a massive  social  price  to  pay  if 
Mumia  is  not  freed.  Free  Mumia!  Abolish 
the  racist  death  penalty!  ■ 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  "National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation  " (earmarked  for  "Mumia")  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 
Donations  to  the  PDC  earmarked  'Mumia  Legal  Defense"  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or 
other  events  for  Mumia’s  legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  m full  to  the  above 
NLG  account  as  has  been  designated  by  Mumia’s  lawyer  for  this  purpose 

Organize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia’s  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia’s  case  in  your  union  or  organization’s  newsletter. 

Gef  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet 
pamphlet,  Big  Lies  in  the  Sen/ice  of  Legal 
Lynching  (available  in  English.  German  and 
French— $.50  each.  $10  for  30)  is  a detailed 
refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by 
Mumia  by  right-wing  journalist  Michael 
Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose 
lying  tract  Is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute 
Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself.  The 
PDC's  other  Mumia  pamphlet,  The  Fight  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — Mumia  Is  Innocent! 

($1),  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state 
vendetta  against  Mumia  and  provides 
additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence 
that  shatters  the  decades-long  frame-up  of 
this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the 
struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!" — $1  each. 

PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia 
Abu-Jama/— $10  DVD.  $15  VHS. 

Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man: 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! — $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 


The  Fight  to  Free 
JWumla  Ahu-Jamai 

Mumia  Is  Innocent! 
Free  Htm  Now! 
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Women  and  Revolution 


Women's  Oppression  and  Racist  Reaction 

Canada:  The  “Honor”  Killing 


of  Aqsa  Parvez 


CBC 


We  reprint  the  following  article  from 
Spartacist  Canada  (A/o.  156,  Spring  2008). 

On  December  1 0 last  year.  Aqsa  Parvez. 
a 16-year-old  girl  of  Pakistani  descent  in 
the  Toronto  suburb  of  Mississauga,  was 
strangled  by  her  father  after  she  refused 
to  wear  the  Islamic  hijab  (headscarO- 
She  died  in  hospital  the  next  day.  Aqsa's 
father  has  now  been  charged  with  murder, 
while  her  older  brother  is  charged  with 
obstructing  police. 

A popular  grade  eleven  student  at 
Applewood  Heights  Secondary  School. 
Aqsa  had  recently  moved  away  from 
home  in  an  attempt  to  escape  the  con- 
straints imposed  by  her  religious  family. 
Her  death  was  met  with  an  outpouring 
of  grief  from  her  many  friends,  includ- 
ing young  black  women.  South  Asian  and 
white  teenagers  and  more.  Before  moving 

spartacistc..k:::;^ 

out.  one  said,  she  "just  wanted  to  dress 
like  we  do.”  She  would  take  off  the  head- 
scarf at  school  and  put  it  back  on  before 
she  went  home.  Classmates  told  the 
Toronto  Star  (11  December  2007)  that 
Aqsa  had  been  arguing  with  her  parents 
for  months  about  wearing  the  hijab.  "She 
didn't  want  to  go  home. ..to  the  point 
where  she  actually  wanted  to  go  to  shel- 
ters,” said  one.  "She  got  threatened  by  her 
father  and  her  brother.”  said  another.  “He 
said  that  if  she  leaves,  he  would  kill  her." 

The  killing  of  Aqsa  Parvez  follows 
a series  of  murders  of  Sikh  women  in 
B.C.  [British  Columbia)  by  their  husbands 
and  other  relatives.  In  October  2006.  the 
charred  remains  of  schoolteacher  Manjii 
Panghali  were  found  in  Surrey.  Her  hus- 
band and  brother-in-law  were  charged  in 
her  murder.  Around  the  same  time.  Gurjeet 
Kaur  Ghuman.  a nurse,  was  shot  in  the 
face,  blinded  by  her  husband  before  he 
killed  himself.  Yet  another  woman.  Nav- 
reet  Kaur  Waraich.  was  stabbed  to  death — 
her  husband  is  charged  with  her  murder. 
South  Asian  women  in  the  B.C.  Lower 
Mainland  organized  protests  against  these 
murders  and  attempted  murders  in  the  fall 
of  2006  and  again  last  spring. 

Violence  against  women  crosses  class 
and  ethnic  lines  with  brutal  indifference. 
But  the  killings  of  Aqsa  Parvez  and  the 
Sikh  women  in  B.C.  are  something  dif- 
ferent. Like  the  murders  of  Turkish  and 
Kurdish  women  by  male  relatives  in  Ger- 
many, Britain.  Sweden  and  other  imperi- 
alist countries  in  recent  years — and  count- 
less more  such  killings  in  the  Near  East. 
Central  and  South  Asia — these  were 
essentially  "honour”  killings.  These  bru- 
tal killings  grow  out  of  the  clash  between 
a woman's  desire  for  independence  from 
“traditional"  culture  and  the  legacy  of 
pre-capitalist  social  and  economic  norms 
that  persist  in  large  swathes  of  the  world. 

“Honour"  killings  reflect  the  treatment 
of  women  as  the  property  of  fathers  or 
husbands.  Like  most  teenage  girls.  Aqsa 
Parvez  wanted  to  make  her  own  decisions 
about  how  to  dress,  what  friends  to  have, 
what  her  future  should  be.  But  for  her 
father  this  was  an  affront  to  his  control  of 
his  daughter  as  prescribed  by  Islam. 

A pattern  among  the  Sikh  women  vic- 
tims in  B.C.  was  their  relative  economic 
independence,  with  jobs  as  teachers,  nurses, 
software  engineers,  etc.  Such  independ- 
ence clashes  with  traditional  Sikh  society, 
where  arranged  marriages  and  dowry  are 
the  norm.  There  has  also  been  a rise  in 


selective  abortion  of  girl  fetuses  among 
South  Asians  in  the  Vancouver  area.  In 
January,  a Sikh  man  in  suburban  Delta, 
reportedly  distraught  at  having  three 
daughters  but  no  sons,  was  charged  with 
murdering  his  youngest  daughter,  two- 
year-old  Rajvinder  Kahlon. 

These  killings  highlight  the  explosive 
mixture  of  women's  oppression  and  anti- 
immigrant  racism  in  Canada  today.  Sec- 
tions of  the  bourgeois  media  have  sought 
to  exploit  them  to  whip  up  anti-immigrant 
bigotry.  After  the  Aqsa  Parvez  killing, 
right-wing  Toronto  Sun  columnist  Peter 
Worthington  headlined  his  14  December 
2007  column.  “Girl’s  Death  Puts  Islam 
in  Hot  Seat.”  A conservative  blogger 
called  to  boycott  taxis  driven  by  Muslims 
(Aqsa’s  father  is  a cab  driver).  Others 
railed  against  multiculturalism  and  called 
for  state  bans  or  restrictions  on  Islamic 
dress. 

We  denounce  all  attempts  to  exploit 
these  horrible  crimes  to  fuel  reaction 
against  immigrants  and  ethnic  minori- 
ties. We  call  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants,  denounce  the  scapegoat- 
ing of  Muslims  under  the  bourgeoisie’s 
"war  on  terror,"  and  defend  the  rights  of 
ethnic  minorities  to  practice  their  relig- 


ions. In  particular,  we  oppose  state  bans 
on  the  veil  or  other  religious  dress  and 
emblems.  This  would  only  serve  to  fur- 
ther isolate  Muslim  women  in  the  home, 
reinforcing  social  backwardness,  includ- 
ing the  hold  of  religion  and  family,  and 
deepening  their  oppression. 

At  the  same  time,  we  solidarize  with 
the  many  women  who  have  sought  to 
throw  off  the  cruel  strictures  of  religious 
traditionalism — including  the  veil,  sym- 
bol and  instrument  of  the  subordination 
of  women  under  Islam.  The  racist  attacks 
on  Muslims  and  Sikhs  in  Canada  today 
in  no  way  mitigate  appalling  crimes  like 
"honour”  killings. 

Many  Muslim  groups  denounced  the 
murder  of  Aqsa  Parvez  and  demanded  the 
prosecution  of  those  responsible.  But 
some  claimed  this  was  purely  an  issue  of 
"domestic  violence”  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  religion.  At  a December  13  press 
conference,  a representative  of  the  Cana- 
dian Council  of  Imams  condemned  the 
killing,  only  to  add  that  parents  whose 
daughter  abandons  the  hijab  "have  failed," 
“This  girl,  she  refused  to  stay  at  home.”  he 
continued.  "There  were  feelings  that  she 
is  going  in  some  wrong  direction. ..going 
with  some  other  boy  or  some  other  thing” 


{National  Post,  14  December  2007).  Two 
women  who  had  taken  Aqsa  into  their 
home  on  various  occasions  interrupted  to 
protest  these  outrageous  remarks,  then 
walked  out  of  the  press  conference. 

“Honour”  Killings,  Women’s 
Oppression  and  the  Family 

The  subjugation  of  women  in  under- 
developed countries  like  Pakistan  and 
India,  as  well  as  in  immigrant  commu- 
nities within  Canada,  is  not  rooted  in 
some  uniquely  reactionary  quality  of 
Islam  or  Sikhism,  as  some  right-wing 
ideologues  claim.  The  institution  of  the 
family — the  main  vehicle  for  the  transfer 
of  private  property  and  the  regimentation 
of  society — is  the  main  source  for  the 
oppression  of  women.  This  holds  true  in 
the  imperialist  and  neocolonial  worlds 
alike.  (Christianity  too  has  a long,  grisly 
history  of  anti-woman  brutality,  which 
continues  to  this  day:  witness  the  bar- 
baric "family  values"  crusades  of  Chris- 
tian fundamentalists  against  abortion, 
birth  control  and  gay  rights. 

Nonetheless,  the  rise  of  capitalist 
property  and  the  Enlightenment  pro- 
foundly undermined  backward  feudal 
social  relations  rooted  in  agriculture, 
which  were  largely  swept  away-as  West 
Europe  and  later  North  America  devel- 
oped into  advanced  industrial  societies. 
The  power  of  the  church  was  constrained, 
while  the  status  of  women  improved  over 
time  through  social  struggle.  In  the  Near 
East  and  South  Asia,  however,  capitalism 
arrived  belatedly — and  it  arrived  with 
European  colonialism,  which  allied  itself 
with  the  local  feudal  powers.  Imperialist 
penetration  blocked  the  path  of  social 
and  economic  development.  Thus  the 
religions  of  the  East  did  not  have  to 
adapt  in  the  same  way  as  Christianity  (or 
Judaism),  and  anti-woman  barbarism  has 
remained  correspondingly  more  pro- 
found and  overt. 

Karl  Marx’s  close  collaborator  Frie- 
drich Engels  explained  the  material  roots 
of  women's  oppression  in  his  classic 
work  The  Origin  of  the  Family.  Private 
Property,  and  the  State  ( 1 884).  Under  the 
"primitive  communism"  of  the  Stone  Age. 
where  a primitive  equality  prevailed,  the 
division  of  labour  between  men  and 
women  derived  from  biology  (women 
had  to  bear  and  nurse  the  young)  and 
implied  no  subordinate  social  status. 
Technological  advances,  particularly  the 
development  of  agriculture,  created  for 
the  first  time  a social  surplus.  This  was 
appropriated  by  a minority,  producing  the 
division  of  society  into  classes. 

With  classes  came  the  development  of 
the  institution  of  the  family,  which  Engels 
called  "the  world-historic  defeat  of  the 
female  sex."  The  biological  fact  of  child- 
bearing and  child  rearing  was  henceforth 
tied  to  the  social  oppression  of  women. 
As  a means  of  consolidating  wealth  in 
the  hands  of  a tiny  minority,  the  patri- 
archal family  decreed  monogamy  of 
women  to  determine  inheritance  of  prop- 
erty. The  concept  of  “family  honour.”  i.e., 
control  of  the  sexuality  of  women  by  the 
father  or  husband,  far  from  being  exclu- 
sively Islamic  or  Sikh,  is  connected  to 
a mode  of  production  where  a clan — 
a series  of  related  extended  families — 
holds  and  works  the  land  in  common.  As 
Engels  noted; 

"In  order  to  guarantee  the  f:'i«*Uty  of 
the  wife,  that  is,  the  paternity  of  the 
children,  the  woman  is  placed  in  the 
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Following  withdrawal  of  Soviet  troops  from  Afghanistan,  PDC  launched 
international  campaign  to  aid  civilian  victims  of  CIA's  Afghan  cutthroats. 
Above:  Banner  at  April  1989  abortion  rights  demo  in  Washington,  D.C. 


man's  absolute  power;  if  he  kills  her.  he 
is  but  exercising  his  right," 

Imperialist  Barbarism  and  the 
Subjugation  of  Women 

To  this  day,  the  rulers  of  the  imperial- 
ist world,  joined  by  those  in  the  capi- 
talist neocolonies,  reinforce  all  that  is 
retrograde  to  shore  up  their  rule.  This  is 
shown  with  crystal  clarity  in  the  case 
of  Afghanistan.  The  U.S.  and  Canadian 
imperialists  and  their  apologists  have 
used  the  brutal  oppression  of  Afghan 
women  under  the  former  Taliban  regime 
as  a justification  for  the  neocolonial 
occupation  of  that  country.  But  the  anti- 
woman Islamic  cutthroats  came  to  power 
in  Afghanistan  in  the  early  1990s  with 
the  support  of  U.S.  and  Canadian  im- 
perialism. as  well  as  that  of  the  NDP 
(New  Democratic  Party]  social  demo- 
crats. And  today’s  U.S.  puppet  regime  in 
Kabul  continues  and  upholds  the  same 
hideous  oppression  of  women. 

For  over  a decade  starting  in  1978-79, 
the  CIA  organized  and  armed  the  “holy 
warrior”  mujahedin  against  the  Soviet 
Union  and  its  Afghan  government  allies. 
This  was  the  first  war  in  modern  history  in 
which  the  rights  of  women  were  a cen- 
tral issue.  While  the  Soviet-backed  gov- 
ernment sought  to  institute  progressive 
reforms  like  lowering  the  bride  price  to  a 
nominal  sum  and  providing  education  to 
women  and  girls,  the  CIA's  Afghan  cut- 
throats were  known  for  throwing  acid  in 
the  faces  of  unveiled  women  and  shooting 
schoolteachers  who  educated  girls. 

When  the  Soviets  sent  troops  into 
Afghanistan  at  the  government's  urgent 
request  in  December  1979,  we  said  “Hail 
Red  Army!”  and  “Extend  social  gains  of 
the  October  Revolution  to  the  Afghan 
peoples!”  Sending  the  army  to  clean 
out  the  reactionary  insurgency  opened  a 
road  to  social  liberation  for  the  Afghan 
peoples.  It  underlined  our  Trotskyist 
understanding  that  the  Soviet  Union  was 
a workers  stale,  product  of  the  October 
1917  proletarian  socialist  revolution, 
despite  its  degeneration  under  a national- 
ist, Stalinist  bureaucracy. 

The  liberating  effects  of  the  Soviet 
intervention  were  measured  in  hard  sta- 
tistics. In  1988,  women  made  up  40  per- 
cent of  the  doctors  and  60  percent  of 
the  teachers  at  the  University  of  Kabul; 
440,000  female  students  were  enrolled  in 
educational  institutions  and  80.000  more 
in  literacy  programs.  Western  dress  was 
common  in  the  cities,  and  women  en- 
joyed a real  measure  of  freedom  from  the 
veil  and  subjugation  for  the  first  time  in 
Afghan  history.  But  rather  than  fighting 
to  defeat  the  CIA's  Muslim  insurgency, 
the  Kremlin  Stalinists  under  Mikhail  Gor- 
bachev criminally  withdrew  the  Soviet 
troops  in  1989.  This  was  a huge  betrayal 
of  Afghan  women,  workers  and  leftists,  it 
paved  the  way  for  the  triumph  of  Wash- 
ington's woman-haling  cutthroats,  and 
for  handing  the  Soviet  Union  iLself  over 
to  counterrevolution  two  years  later — a 
colossal  defeat  for  the  workers  of  the 
world. 

The  Shameful  Silence  of 
Feminists  and  the  Left 

Beholden  to  their  "own"  capitalist  rul- 
ers. throughout  the  1980s  the  majority 
of  Canadian  left  and  feminist  groups 
backed  the  anti-woman  Islamic  fanatics  in 
Afghanistan  against  the  Soviet  Union  and 
women's  rights.  Two  decades  on.  the  fem- 
inists and  reformist  left  have  for  the  most 
part  met  the  spate  of  "honour"  killings 
within  Canada  with  disgraceful  silence. 

In  a 14  December  2007  web  posting 
titled  “Who  Will  Speak  for  Aqsa  Parvez?” 
Natasha  Fatah,  a producer  of  CBC  Radio's 
“As  it  Happens.”  noted  angrily  that 
"Women’s  advocacy  groups  have  played 
mute  on  the  issue.  When  Canadian  fem- 
inists are  asked  for  their  reaction  to  Aqsa’s 
murder,  they  decline  to  respond  and  in- 
stead suggest  that  it  would  be  more  appro- 
priate to  turn  to  Muslim  women's  groups 
for  reaction....  So  far.  the  only  ones  who 
have  spoken  honestly  are  the  young  girls 
that  attend  Applewood  Heights  Secon- 
dary School  in  Mississauga." 


As  for  the  reformist  left,  four  years  ago 
the  International  Socialists  (I.S.)  sup- 
ported a campaign  to  give  legal  standing 
to  Islamic  sharia  courts  in  Ontario.  We 
opposed  this  as  antithetical  to  the  rights 
of  women  and  the  basic  Marxist  (indeed 
secular-democratic)  principle  of  the  sep- 
aration of  religion  and  slate.  Today  the 
I.S..  who  are  in  an  ongoing  alliance  with 
some  of  the  most  politically  retrograde 
elements  of  the  "Islamic  community,"  can- 
not bring  themselves  to  utter  a word  about 
the  murder  of  Aqsa  Parvez. 

An  article  on  the  New  Socialist  Group 
website  (originally  published  on  ZNet) 
by  two  Toronto  feminist  academics.  Hai- 
deh  Moghissi  and  Shahrzad  Mojab,  does 
denounce  this  “horrific  act  of  patriarchal 
violence  and  the  cultural  and  religious 
beliefs  behind  it"  (“Of  ‘Cultural’  Crimes 
and  Denials,"  8 January).  It  continues; 
"The  fact  is  that  in  Canada  we  are  facing 
a very  serious  and  growing  problem  of 
the  rise  of  religious  zealotry.  Canadian 
multiculturalism,  failing  to  combat  racism 
and  Muslim-phobia,  is  gradually  moving 
towards  adopting  faith-based  muliicul- 
luralism,  allowing  the  formation  of  cul- 
tural ghetioes  immune  from  social  and 
legal  scrutiny  against  violations  of  human 
rights.  This  politics  serves  the  interests  of 
conservative  Muslim  leaders." 

Moghis,si  and  Mojab  call  on  “all  levels 
of  government  in  Canada"  to  "abandon 
their  habit  of  listening  only  to  the  most 
conservative  voices  within  the  large  Mus- 
lim population."  and  say:  “Government's 
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policy. ..should  be  both  punitive  and  edu- 
cational. Its  firm  stand  will  show  what  is 
not  tolerated  and  tolerable  in  this  country." 

Such  campaigns  to  pressure  the  racist, 
capitalist  state  to  act  on  behalf  of  Muslim 
women  falsely  paint  the  Canadian  ruling 
class — brutal  oppressors  of  Native  peo- 
ple. suppressors  of  Quebec’s  democratic 
right  to  independence — as  potential  pro- 
tectors. if  not  liberators,  of  oppressed 
women.  Moreover,  calls  for  the  govern- 
ment to  take  a “firm  stand"  easily  dove- 
tail with  reactionary  demands  for  state- 
enforced  bans  on  the  hijah. 

This  is  the  stance,  for  example,  of  the 
International  Campaign  Against  Shari'a 
Court  in  Canada,  whose  founding  activ- 
ists are  associated  with  the  Worker- 
communist  Party  of  Iran.  Their  online 
petition  states  that  "wearing  or  carrying 
all  religious  symbols,  such  as  Islamic 
hijab.  in  schools  should  be  prohibited." 
Banning  the  headscarf  in  the  schools  or 
other  areas  of  public  life  would  put  wind 
in  the  sails  of  the  anti-immigrant  bigots, 
and  would  only  deepen  the  isolation  and 
oppression  of  Muslim  women  and  girls. 

For  Class  Struggle  Against 
Canadian  Capitalism! 

The  pervasive  racism  of  Canadian  capi- 
talist society  reinforces  the  reactionary 
hold  of  family  and  religion  on  immigrant 
women.  And  it's  not  just  a question  of 
the  unvarnished  bigotry  of  right-wingers 
on  radio  talk  shows  and  the  outer  fringes 
of  the  Tory  party.  The  supposedly  lib- 
eral program  of  multiculturalism  serves 
to  further  the  cultural  and  racial  segrega- 


tion of  minority  communities  and  the  hold 
of  “community  leaders"  with  their  ties  to 
church,  mosque  or  temple. 

For  the  Canadian  capitalist  ruling  class, 
there  is  no  contradiction  between  smearing 
Muslims  as  “terrorists”  and  simultaneously 
promoting  reactionary  elements  among  the 
Muslim  clergy.  Both  reinforce  the  grip  of 
capitalism— through  scapegoating  minori- 
ties on  the  one  hand  and  regimenting  them 
on  the  other.  A central  purpo.se  of  multicul- 
turalism is  to  obscure  the  fact  that  immi- 


grant and  ethnic  minority  communities, 
like  the  rest  of  society,  are  class-divided. 
The  struggles  of  immigrant  and  other  mi- 
nority workers  for  jobs,  unions  and  equal 
status  require  breaking  the  grip  of  religious 
and  other  so-called  “community  leaders." 
The  fight  for  women's  rights  is  explosive 
precisely  because  it  presents  a frontal  chal- 
lenge to  such  leaders. 

Reactionary  ideas  take  hold  and  grow 
in  reactionary  periods.  Especially  since 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92,  prepared  by 
decades  of  Stalinist  bureaucratic  misrule, 
there  has  been  a rise  of  fundamentalism 
of  every  kind:  Protestant  fundamental- 
ism in  North  America  (the  abortion  clinic 
bombers,  the  Bush  government  which 
sought  to  bury  the  scientific  fact  of  evo- 
lution and  teach  “creationism"  in  public 
schools);  Orthodox  Jewish  fundamental- 
ism in  Israel;  an  ever  greater  reach  by 
the  Catholic  church  into  civil  society  in 
Europe;  Islamic  fundamentalism  in  the 
Muslim  countries  and  in  imperialist  cen- 
ters with  large  Muslim  populations.  All 
the  variants  of  the  “opium  of  the  people." 
as  Marx  called  religion,  are  freely  dis- 
seminated. The  growth  of  this  false  con- 
sciousness is  rooted  in  despair  and  the  lie 
that  class  struggle  and  authentic  commu- 
nism are  no  longer  possible. 

Our  Marxist  perspective  for  women’s 
liberation  is  rooted  in  the  understanding 
that  proletarian  class  struggle  against  capi- 
talism is  not  only  possible  but  desperately 
necessary.  Far  from  simply  being  helpless 
victims  of  an  oppressive,  patriarchal  sys- 
tem. hundreds  of  thousands  of  immigrant 


women  workers  in  this  country  have  real 
potential  social  power  at  the  point  of  pro- 
duction. alongside  their  male  and  native- 
born  co-workers.  From  the  militant  Hos- 
pital Employees  Union  strike  in  B.C.  four 
years  ago  to  the  2005  meatpackers  strike 
in  Brooks.  Alberta,  immigrant  women 
workers  have  played  a leading  role  in 
struggles  against  attacks  by  the  ruling 
class  and  its  governments.  In  the  course  of 
such  struggles,  the  divisions  and  preju- 
dices fostered  by  the  capitalists  to  divide 
working  people  can  be  transcended. 

The  liberation  of  women  starts  with  the 
class  struggle  and  will  finally  be  achieved 
when  the  working  class  takes  power,  lay- 
ing the  basis  to  free  women  from  age-old 
family  servitude  and  reorganize  society  in 
the  interest  of  all  the  oppressed.  The  fam- 
ily cannot  simply  be  abolished;  rather,  its 
social  functions  like  housework,  child 
rearing,  preparation  of  food,  etc.,  must  be 
replaced  by  social  institutions  under  a 
workers  state.  This  perspective  requires  a 
tremendous  leap  in  social  development, 
which  can  only  be  achieved  through 
sweeping  away  capitalist  rule  on  a global 
basis  and  replacing  it  with  a rational, 
democratically  planned  economy. 

We  Trotskyists  fight  to  build  a multi- 
ethnic vanguard  party  of  the  type  built  by 
the  Bolshevik  leaders  Lenin  and  Trotsky  to 
lead  the  world’s  first  .socialist  revolution  in 
October  1917.  Such  a party  will  be  forged 
through  hard  political  struggle  against 
the  pro-capitalist  NDP  and  labour  bu- 
reaucracy. who  work  to  tie  the  workers  to 
their  "own”  national  capitalists.  Through 
its  daily  struggles  against  racism  and 
women’s  oppression,  a revolutionary  party 
will  build  the  authority  among  the  work- 
ing class  to  mobilize  it  against  all  manner 
of  social  backwardness,  including  the 
vicious  abuse  of  women.  In  a communist 
future,  women  will  be  fully  and  equally 
integrated  into  society,  and  anti-woman 
violence  and  bigotry,  the  reactionary  con- 
straints of  family  and  religion  and  the 
repressive  role  of  the  capitalist  slate  will 
be  but  barbaric  memories  of  the  past.* 
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Friedrich  Engels  in  1888.  His  classic  work,  The  Origin  of  the  Family,  Private 
Property,  and  the  State  laid  bare  material  roots  of  women's  oppression. 
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Id’s  Trotskyism  vs. 
Socialist  Action  Reformism 


The  following  WV  article,  slightly 
adapted.  produced  on  June  25  and 
distributed  at  the  June  2H-29  "National 
Assembly  to  End  the  Iraq  War  and  Occu- 
pation" in  Cleveland,  and  at  the  Los 
Angeles  Social  Forum  the  same  weekend. 

The  Socialist  Action  (SA)  groups  in 
Canada  and  the  U.S.  and  their  Mexican 
cothinkers,  the  Liga  de  Unidad  Socialista 
(LUS),  held  a public  conference  in  Toron- 
to on  May  22-25  under  the  title.  “A  World 
in  Revolt — Prospects  for  Socialism  in  the 
21st  Century."  Comrades  from  the  Cana- 
dian. U.S.  and  Mexican  sections  of  the 
International  Communist  League  inter- 
vened throughout  the  conference,  which 
drew  upwards  of  125  people,  counterpos- 
ing  the  ICL's  authentically  Trotskyist  pro- 
gram to  the  class-collaborationist,  anti- 
Communist  reformism  peddled  by  SA. 

Also  in  attendance  were  the  Freedom 
Socialist  Party,  the  Internationalist  Group 
(IG)  and  (briefly)  the  Bolshevik  Ten- 
dency (BT).  Their  representatives  were 
treated  politely  as  “comrades”;  the  IG 
was  even  dubbed  as  “very  sincere  revo- 
lutionaries" by  one  SA  speaker.  Socialist 
Action  reserved  its  venom  for  us,  reflect- 
ing the  fact  that  we  are  the  only  gen- 
uine communist  opponents  to  its  social- 
democratic  politics. 


the  expropriation  of  the  bourgeoisie,  and 
must  have  as  its  starting  point  the  com- 
plete political  independence  of  the  work- 
ing class  from  the  bourgeoisie. 

While  prettifying  the  Chdvez  regime. 
pseudo-Trolskyisis  like  SA  cheered  on 
the  forces  of  capitalist  counterrevolution 
that  in  1989-92  destroyed  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  deformed  workers  states 
of  East  and  Central  Europe — states 
where  capitalist  rule  had  been  over- 
turned. Today  they  take  a similar  stance 
toward  China,  championing  imperialist- 
backed  forces  like  the  “free  Tibet” 
crowd.  The  destruction  of  the  USSR — 
(he  world's  first  workers  slate,  the  prod- 
uct of  the  1917  October  Revolution  led 
by  the  Bolshevik  Parly  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky — was  a world-historic  defeat  for 
working  people  everywhere,  ushering  in 
a reactionary  political  period  dominated 
by  imperialist  triumphalism  over  the 
“death  of  communism.” 

The  ICL  stood  for  the  unconditional 
military  defense  of  the  USSR  and  the 
deformed  workers  slates  against  imperi- 
alism and  counterrevolution.  On  the  basis 
of  such  defense,  we  fought  for  workers 
political  revolutions  to  oust  the  national- 
ist Stalinist  bureaucracies  whose  rule 
paved  the  way  for  counterrevolution.  We 


Venezuela: 
Chavez's  troops 
attack 

demonstrator 
from  Sanitarios 
Maracay  workers 
caravan  to  Caracas 
demanding 
nationalization  of 
factory,  April  2007. 


The  two  meetings  that  attracted  the 
greatest  interest  were  those  on  perspec- 
tives for  Latin  America  and  on  Cuba,  a 
deformed  workers  slate  where  capitalist 
rule  has  been  overthrown.  SA  and  its 
cothinkers  internationally  in  the  fake- 
Trotskyist  United  Secretariat  (USec)  have 
a long  history  of  giving  left  cover  to  bour- 
geois nationalists,  with  Venezuelan  presi- 
dent Hugo  Chdvez  being  only  the  most 
recent  example.  In  sharp  contrast,  while 
we  defend  the  Chdvez  regime  against 
U.S.-sponsored  moves  to  overthrow  him 
(as  in  the  attempted  coup  in  2002).  the 
ICL  gives  no  political  suppon  to  this 
longtime  military  strongman,  who  since 
winning  office  in  1998  has  ruled  over  a 
capitalist  state  that  exists  to  protect  the 
rule  and  profit  of  the  bourgeoisie  (see 
“Venezuela:  Break  with  Bourgeois  Popu- 
lism! For  Workers  Revolution!”  WV  No. 
907.  1 February). 

Chavez  has  used  some  of  the  enormous 
profits  from  Venezuela's  oil  industry  to 
finance  social  reforms,  and  his  alliance 
with  Castro's  Cuba  has  won  him  the 
enmity  of  the  U.S.  rulers.  Nonetheless,  the 
Venezuelan  bourgeoisie  is  alive  and  kick- 
ing. Chdve/’s  populist  measures  serve  not 
to  ettect  but  to  deflect  a social  revolution, 
binding  the  working  masses  more  firmly 
to  the  Venezuelan  capitalist  slate.  While 
Marxists  defend  Chdvez's  nationalizations 
against  imperialist  sanctions,  these  meas- 
ures in  no  way  challenge  capitalist  class 
rule,  A socialist  revolution  requires  the 
shattering  of  the  capitalist  state  and 


lake  the  same  stance  today  toward  the 
remaining  bureaucratically  deformed  work- 
ers states — China.  Vietnam,  North  Korea 
and  Cuba.  In  this  we  stand  with  Troi.sky. 
who  even  as  he  was  vilified  and  hounded 
into  exile  by  Stalin,  affirmed  the  neces- 
sity to  “remain  on  the  last  barricade”  in 
defense  of  the  USSR  (“The  Class  Nature 
of  the  Soviet  Slate.”  October  1933). 

Permanent  Revolution  vs. 
Populism  in  Latin  America 

The  first  major  session  at  the  Toronto 
conference  was  on  “Prospects  for  Social- 
ist Revolution  in  Venezuela  and  Latin 
America,"  with  presentations  by  a member 
of  the  LUS  and,  as  a featured  guest 
speaker.  Celia  Hart  from  Cuba,  a professed 
supporter  of  both  Trotskyism  and  Cuba's 
Castro  regime.  A comrade  from  the 
ICL's  Canadian  section,  the  Trotskyist 
League/Ligue  Trotskyste.  spoke  early  in 
the  discussion.  Attacking  SA  and  the  LUS 
for  “giving  left  cover  and  political  support 
to  non-proletarian  populist  movements 
and  even  governments  in  Latin  America.” 
he  continued: 

“Forces  like  Chdvez  are  not  a partial 
solution  or  a possible  road  to  open  up 
to  socialism,  but  representatives  of  the 
enemy  class  Trotsky's  program  of  per- 
munciit  revolution  centers  on  proletarian 
class  independence  from  all  wings  of  the 
capitalists  In  his  I92i0boo]i. The  Perma- 
nent Revoliiiwn.  he  wrote  'The  alliance 
of  these  two  classes  (the  proletariat  and 
the  peasantry]  can  be  realized  in  no  other 
way  than  through  an  irreconcilable  strug- 
gle against  the  influence  of  the  national- 


liberal  bourgeoisie.'  In  other  words, 
forces  precisely  like  Chdvez,  as  well  as 
the  right-wing  neoliberais.  History  ha.s 
repeatedly  shown  that  such  bourgeois 
forces  are  too  weak,  too  tied  to  imperial- 
ism to  achieve  even  the  most  basic  demo- 
cratic tasks.  That  requires  proletarian 
revolution." 

In  its  rush  to  tail  hostile  class  forces. 
SA  thoroughly  perverts  Trotsky’s  theory 
of  permanent  revolution.  This  is  captured 
in  a report  on  the  Toronto  conference  by 
Canadian  SA  leader  Barry  Weisleder  in 
the  June  is.sue  of  Socialist  Action.  Noting 
the  “challenge.s"  now  facing  the  “revolu- 
tionary proce.ss”  in  Venezuela.  Weisleder 
writes: 

"According  to  Permanent  Revolution, 
only  by  radical  independent  political 
action  of  the  working  class  and  its  allies 
can  genuine  sovereignty,  agricultural  and 
industrial  transformation,  and  popular 
democracy  be  achieved  by  the  nations 
oppressed  by  imperialism." 

This  claptrap  about  “radical  independ- 
ent political  action”  guts  TroLsky's  theory 
of  what  distinguishes  it  from  populism  or 
Stalinist  “two-stage  revolution”:  the  need 
for  workers  revolution  to  smash  the  bour- 
geois stale!  A revolutionary  workers  state 
would  expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  and  the 
holdings  of  its  imperialist  masters,  estab- 
lish a collectivized  economy  and  fight  to 
extend  the  revolutionary  gains  to  the 
imperialist  heartland  as  the  only  road  to 
advance  toward  socialism. 

.Speaking  from  the  floor  during  the 
session.  Weisleder  saluted  the  “Venezue- 
lan revolution"  and  Chdvez’s  bourgeois- 
nationalist  political  vehicle,  the  United 
Socialist  Parly  of  Venezuela  (PSUV). 
Later  on  the  round,  in  an  implicit  polemic 
with  their  Canadian  comrade.  American 
SA  leaders  Jeff  Mackler  and  Gerry  Foley 
tried  to  distance  themselves  from  Chdvez, 
claiming  not  to  suppon  the  government  or 
the  PSUV. 

But  whatever  criticisms  of  Chdvez 
(some)  SAers  may  put  forward,  they  do 
give  his  regime  political  support.  This 
was  shown  in  their  support  to  Chd- 
vez's  referendum  late  last  year,  which,  as 
even  Socialist  Action  (December  2007) 
admitted,  would  have  “strengthened  the 
repressive  powers  of  the  state."  (Both  the 
BT  and  IG  also  refused  to  call  for  a “no" 
vole  in  this  referendum.)  Indeed,  one  of 
the  speakers  invited  by  SA  to  address  the 
conference  was  an  official  representative 
of  the  Venezuelan  government.  Extend- 
ing a “warm  Bolivarian  greeting  to  you 
all.”  Consul  General  Mima  Quero  de 
Pena  thanked  "the  coordinator  of  this 
wonderful  event  Mr.  Barry  Weisleder, 
Federal  Secretary  of  the  Socialist  Action 
of  Canada,  for  organizing  events  of  this 
nature  that  strongly  support  our  Revolu- 
tionary Process." 

For  her  part,  Celia  Hart's  stance  toward 


Chdvez  and  his  regime  is  contradictory. 
On  the  one  hand,  she  has  associated  her- 
self with  the  "Bolivarian  Revolution"  and 
has  described  Venezuela  as  “advancing 
slowly  toward  socialism.”  On  the  other 
hand,  she  criticized  Chdvez  for  “asking 
for  permission  to  make  the  revolution,” 
for  example  through  last  December's  ref- 


Wide  World 


Cuban  militiaman  guards  U.S.  oil 
refinery  expropriated  by  the  Castro 
regime  in  1960. 

erendum  on  constitutional  reforms.  ‘Tve 
been  a bit  traumatized  by  all  these  refer- 
endums,”  she  said  at  the  SA  conference. 
"Every  time  I hear  the  word  'referendum' 
I want  to  draw  my  revolver." 

Our  comrade  from  TL/LT  noted  that 
Celia  Hart  was  correct  that  you  can’t 
“petition  to  make  a revolution”;  the 
answer,  however,  was  “not  to  look  to 
pressure  bourgeois  forces  to  the  left." 
What  is  necessary  is  the  forging  of  an 
independent  revolutionary  workers  party 
that  fights  for  the  overthrow  of  the  bour- 
geois order.  In  response  to  our  comrade. 
Hart  elaborated  on  her  attitude  to  Chdvez, 
saying  that  she  supports  him  in  the  same 
way  Trotsky  supported  Mexican  presi- 
dent Ldzaro  Cdrdenas  in  the  1 930s.  An 
ICL  comrade  took  this  up,  pointing  out 
that  this  analogy  speaks  against  political 
support  to  the  Chdvez  regime.  Trotsky 
defended  Ldzaro  Cdrdenas'  nationaliza- 
tion of  the  Mexican  oil  industry  against 
imperialist  retaliation  while  calling  for 
proletarian  opposition  to  his  regime.  Our 
comrade  addressed  this  further  in  the 
question-and-answer  session  with  Hart 
the  next  day,  pointing  out  that  Ldzaro 
Cdrdenas’  “role  was  really  to  build  the 


Terrorism  artd  Communism  (1920),  written  by 
Leon  Trotsky  at  height  of  the  Russian  Civil  War, 
polemicized  against  German  Social  Democrat 
Karl  Kautsky,  who,  like  Socialist  Action  today, 
made  common  cause  with  imperialism  in  the 
name  of  “democraev.” 

^ Qrntharo 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


We  print  below,  slightly  edited  for 
publication,  the  intervention  by  com- 
rade Adrian  Orteaa  of  the  Griipo 
EsparUupdsta  de  Mexico.  of  the 

ICL,  at  a May  24  session  of  Social- 
ist Action  '.V  educational  conference 
titled  "W«.v  Che  Guevara  a Trotskyist?" 


While  Che  Guevara  was  a courageous 
individual,  liis  guerrilla  perspective  was 
counterposed  lo  Trotsky's  theory  of  per- 
manent revolution  at  its  root.  Guevara's 
policies  were  an  idealist  brand  of  Stalin- 
ism. reflecting  his  attempt  to  build 
"socialism"  on  one  island,  instead  ol' 
fighting  for  the  proletarian  internation- 
alist extension  of  the  Cuban  Revolution. 
The  International  Communist  League, 
which  I'm  a member  ot.  originated  in 
the  midst  of  struggle  against  those  like 
the  United  Secretariat  [USec].  which 
Socialist  Action  came  from,  who  praised 
the  leadership  of  the  Cuban  Revolution 
as  "unconscious  Trotskyists."  However, 
this  goes  in  the  face  of  decades  of  Cas- 
tro’s policy  of  selling  out  revolutions 
internationally  to  jockey  for  diplomatic 
advantage,  helping  for  Instance  to  per- 
suade the  Chilean  workers  down  the  so- 
called  "peaceful  road"  under  Allende's 
Unidad  Popular  in  1971-73.  leading  to 
the  bloody  Pinochet  coup. 

We  said  that  Cuba  had  become  a 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state 
in  1960.  For  over  45  years,  we  have 
stood  for  the  unconditional  military  de- 


Che  Guevara  and 
Repression  of 
Cuban  Trotskyists 


fensc  of  Cuba  against  imperialist  attack 
and  internal  counterrevolution.  As  part 
of  this  perspective,  we  stand  against  the 
U.S.  economic  blockade  ot  Cuba,  and 
for  the  U .S.  to  get  out  of  Guantanamo 
now.  However,  we  have  never  extended 
any  political  support  to  the  Cuban  Stalin- 
ist regime.  Further  progress  toward 
socialism  will  require  a proletarian 
political  revolution  to  establish  a revolu- 
tionary internationalist  regime  based  on 
workers  and  peasant.s  soviets. 

With  this  perspective,  we  were  unique 
111  defending  the  Cuban  Trotskyist  group, 
the  POR.  who  had  actively  supported  the 
1959  Cuban  Revolution  and  who  stood 
for  democratically  elected  workers  and 
peasants  councils.  The  Castro  bureauc- 
racy put  them  in  jail  more  than  once  by 

1 963.  When  Guevara  was  questioned  on 
the  suppression  of  the  Trotskyists  by  one 
of  our  members  during  a trip  to  Cuba  in 

1964.  he  justified  it  by  saying  that  the 
Trotskyists  were  "not  part  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution."  While  we  defended  the  POR. 


the  USec  and  the  SWP  (Socialist  Work- 
ers Party!  were  overt  apologists  for  the 
repression  of  the  Cuban  Trotskyists. 

We  stand  for  the  right  of  every  organ- 
ization that  defends  the  Cuban  de- 
formed workers  state  against  capitalist 
restoration  to  organize  and  carry  out 
public  work.  This  position  is  com- 
pletely different  from  the  call  by 
Socialist  Action’s  French  comrades  in 
the  LCR.  who  today  call  for  "free  elec- 
tions." which  is  nothing  but  a call  to 
strengthen  the  forces  of  counterrevolu- 
tion on  the  island.  Those  who  betray  the 
interests  of  the  international  proletariat 
by  siding  with  imperialist  counterrevo- 
lution— like  Socialist  Action  did  from 
Solidarno,sd  in  Poland  to  Yeltsin  in  the 
USSR — will  betray  again  in  Cuba.  We 
fight  for  a reforged  Fourth  Interna- 
tional. the  international  workers  party 
that  fights  for  socialist  revolutions 
around  the  world.  Join  us  if  you  are 
interested  in  fighting  for  communism 
around  the  world. 
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HARLEM  RIOT  AND  AFTER 
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Januarv-Febroary  I <-uban 

TROTSKYISTS' 


During  ■ meeting  thi#  summer  witn 
the  American  slu'lents.  one  of  them 
asked  Che  Guevara,  concerning  the 
jailed  Trotakyiita,  tf  it  would  not  he 
better  if  political  criticiam  in  the 
framework  of  ufwonditional  support 
and  defense  of  the  Revolution,  should 
be  handled  politically,  rather  than  by 
suppression  of  views.  Guevera  replied, 
"I  agree  with  your  statement,  but  the 
Cuban  Trolakyieta  are  not  inside  the 
Revolution,  but  only  'divisionista.'  I 
did  not  see  them  in  any  mountains, 
t did  not  see  them  dead  in  any  city 
battle.  They  appeared  after  the  rev- 
olution was  over  givine  instructions 
about  Guantanamo,  and  so  on.  I won’t 
say  they  are  CIA  agents — we  don't 
know.  Thev  ^ave  no  hUlory  of  support 
to  tho  Revolution.  They  say  there  is  a 
right-wing  formed  by  the  Stalinista 
and  we  (Guevara)  are  the  left-wing." 


Spartacist  demanded  freedom  for 
Cuban  Trotskyists  imprisoned  by 
Castro  regime.  Spartacist  supporter 
in  Cuba  in  1964  confronted  Che 
Guevara,  who  defended  the  Trotsky- 
ists’ imprisonment. 


Yiktor  Bulla 

Top:  Presidium  of  Second  Congress  of  Soviets  of  Northern  Oblast,  August  1918. 
Above:  Putilov  factory  workers  vote  for  delegates  to  Petrograd  Soviet,  1920. 
Under  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks,  soviets  were  organs  of  working-class  rule. 


party  that  ruled  the  country  for  70  years, 
the  PRl  (institutional  Revolutionary 
Party),  and  to  subordinate  the  workers, 
their  unions,  to  the  state.  That  is  why  I 
was  comparing  Chdvez  to  Ldzaro  Cdrde- 
nas,  and  how  Trotsky  at  the  time  he  lived 
in  Mexico  did  not  politically  support 
Ldzaro  Cardenas,  but  the  action,  the 
nationalizations." 

Proletarian  vs.  Bourgeois 
Democracy 

Our  predecessors  in  the  Revolutionary 
Tendency  (RT)  of  the  American  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP)  were  unique  in 
maintaining  that  Cuba  had  become  a 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state 
in  the  summer-fall  of  1960.  The  RT  were 
militant  defenders  of  Cuba  against  impe- 
rialism; at  the  same  time  they  pointed  to 
the  qualitative  distinction  between  the 
Castro  regime  and  a healthy  workers 
slate,  such  as  the  Soviet  workers  state  in 
its  early  years  under  the  leadership  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

In  Cuba  the  working  class  is  deprived 
of  political  power,  which  instead  rests  in 
the  hands  of  a parasitic  bureaucracy  that 
is  hostile  to  proletarian  democracy.  Like 
all  Stalinist  bureaucracies,  the  regimes  of 
Fidel  and  now  Raiil  Castro  have  been 
wedded  to  the  nationalist  dogma  of 
"building  socialism  in  one  country."  Fur- 
ther progress  toward  socialism  would 
require  an  additional  revolution,  a prole- 
tarian political  revolution  to  sweep  away 
the  Castro  bureaucracy,  establishing 
organs  of  workers  democracy  and  install- 
ing a revolutionary  internationalist  re- 
gime. The  RT  vigorously  combated  the 
false  viewpoint  that  Che  Guevara  and 
Castro  were  "unconscious  Trotskyists." 
peddled  by  the  likes  of  the  SWP  leaders, 
who  sought  to  obviate  the  need  for  a Trot- 
skyist parly  lo  provide  revolutionary  lead- 
ership. (See  “Trotskyism  vs.  Castroism — 
Defend  the  Cuban  Revolution'"  WV  No. 
915.  23  May.) 

At  the  session  on  Cuba,  two  of  the 
panelists.  Celia  Han  and  Socialist  Action 
international  editor  Gerry  Foley,  essen- 
tially sought  to  reconcile  Trotskyism 
with  political  sympathy  with  Guevara. 
Hart  was  largely  uncritical  of  the  Cuban 
regime  while  Foley  offered  a few  criti- 
cisms from  a social-democratic  vantage 
point  (The  third  speaker.  Esteban  Vol- 
kov. mainly  recalled  the  terror  meted  out 
by  the  Stalinists  in  Mexico  against  his 
grandfather.  Leon  Trotsky.) 

Hart  sought  lo  repel  Foley’s  criticisms 
of  Cuba  for  denying  "freedom  of  the 


press"  by  citing  Trotsky’s  work  Terror- 
ism and  Communism  (1920).  In  this 
work  and  Lenin's  The  Proletarian  Revo- 
lution and  the  Renegade  Kautsky  (1918) 
— written  while  Soviet  Russia  was  be- 
sieged by  external  and  internal  ene- 
mies— the  leaders  of  the  October  Rev- 
olution exposed  the  anti-Communist 
machinations  of  the  German  Social  Dem- 
ocrat Karl  Kautsky  who.  like  SA  today, 
made  common  cause  with  imperialism  in 
the  name  of  "democracy."  As  Trotsky 
argued,  the  Bolshevik  regime  had  quite 
justifiably  repressed  the  bourgeois  liber- 
als as  well  as  the  Mensheviks  and  Social 
Revolutionaries  as  they  became  open 
agents  of  the  While  Guards  and  imperi- 
alists who  sought  to  drown  the  revolu- 
tion m blood  during  the  Civil  War  of 
1918-20. 

As  Trotskyists,  we  understand  that 
defense  of  the  Cuban  deformed  workers 
slate  and  its  colleetivi/ed  property  rela- 
tions requires  repressing  the  bourgeois 
class  enemy,  which  aspires  to  reconquer 
power  We  support  measures  taken  in 
defense  of  the  Cuban  Revolution,  includ- 


ing the  imprisonment  of  those  "dissi- 
dents” who  are  actively  collaborating 
with  U.S.  imperialism.  But  we  give  no 
credence  to  the  Cuban  bureaucracy’s  abil- 
ity to  clean  up  the  counterrevolutionaries. 
We  recognize  that  the  Castro  regime’s 
measures  of  stale  repre.ssion.  including  its 
press  laws,  are  directed  against  the  work- 
ers and  the  left  as  well  as  bourgeois  oppo- 
nents (as  was  evident  when  the  regime 
smashed  the  printing  plates  of  Trotsky’s 
The  Permanent  Revolution  in  1961 ). 

We  are  for  workers  democracy — the 
working  class  must  exercise  its  rule 
through  workers  councils,  elected  from 
among  parties  that  defend  the  gains  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution,  As  a norm,  all  group- 
ings which  do  not  actively  work  to  over- 
throw the  workers  state  should  have  free- 
dom of  expression.  How  to  deal  with 
counterrevolutionary  groupings  must  be 
determined  by  such  particular  factors  as 
their  nature  and  following  as  well  as  the 
international  situation 

A classic  example  ol  anti-workmg- 
class  repression  by  the  Castro  regime 
was  the  persecution  of  the  Cuban  Trot- 


skyists. the  Revolutionary  Workers  Party 
(POR.  affiliated  with  the  international 
tendency  led  by  Juan  Posadas),  in  the 
early  1960s.  Guevara  was  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  anii-Trotskyist  baiting.  As 
underscored  by  the  ICL  speaker,  a com- 
rade from  the  Grupo  Espartaquisia  de 
Mdxico  (see  box),  our  organization  vig- 
orously defended  the  POR  at  the  time, 
including  denouncing  their  jailing  to 
Guevara  himself.  Celia  Hart  wrongly 
sought  to  play  down  this  crime,  stating 
that  "Revolutionaries  make  mistakes.  1 
don’t  think  it  was  a really  grave  error." 
Hart  asserted  that  it  was  Che  who  got  the 
Trotskyists  out  of  jail.  But  the  POR  com- 
rades were  only  released  in  exchange  for 
a pledge  on  their  part  to  disband  their 
organization. 

The  persecution  of  Cuban  Trotskyists 
was  not  an  "error”,  they  were  consciously 
targeted  by  the  Stalinist  Castro/Guevara 
bureaucracy  because  they  were  defenders 
of  the  Cuban  Revolution  who  fought  for 
workers  democracy.  As  a POR  member 
explained  to  a Spartacist  comrade  at  the 
time:  “We  fight  in  order  that  stale  power 
may  pass  totally  to  the  masses;  in  order 
that  communes  and  soviets — which  are 
the  masses’  political  organs  of  expres- 
sion— may  be  organized  and  function; 
in  order  that  the  masses  may  intervene 
and  directly  participate  in  all  the  admin- 
istrative processes  of  economic  produc- 
tion and  distribution,  thus  preventing 
bureaucratization.  We  struggle  for  self- 
administration  of  the  masses  and  not  mere 
obedience  of  orders  imposed  from  above" 
(“Freedom  for  Cuban  Trotskyists!”  Spar- 
tacist No.  3.  January-February  1965). 

Responding  to  Han  and  implicitly  also 
lo  our  intervention.  SA  leader  Foley 
claimed  that  Terrorism  and  Communism 
was  merely  an  “early  book"  of  Trotsky’s, 
after  which  he  "reconsidered  some  things" 
and  made  a “self-criticism."  According 
to  Foley,  one  such  "self-criticism’’  con- 
cerned the  banning  of  factions  in  the 
Communist  Party  in  early  1921  which, 
according  to  Foley,  was  one  of  the  “mis- 
takes" that  "fostered  the  development  ol 
the  bureaucracy."  The  view  that  "bureau- 
cratic excesses"  in  Lenin’s  Russia  led  to 
Stalinism  is  a favorite  hobbyhorse  ol 
social  democrats,  who  thereby  seek  to 
discredit  communism  iisoll.  In  fact,  the 
ban  on  factions — implemented  at  the  time 
of  the  counterrevolutionary  uprising  at 
the  Kronstadt  n.ival  base  near  Peiro- 
grad — was  an  emergency  measure  taken 
by  the  young  beleaguered  workers  state 
continued  on  page  R 
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on  Jl  ml”: 

It  is  therefore  essential  for  revolutionary 
Marxists  to  lahe  a position,  without  any  am- 
biguity, for  the  right  to  self-determination 
and  for  the  reunification  of  the  German  na- 
tion. No  conditions.  No  preconditions.  I hii 
■ - ..  l undamentai  democrauc  ngM 
The  'chol.i*"-  jiimmcnis.  ilu' 

Germany  I*  not  an  ot'pti'  . . 

mJc  the  pumt.  East  Gcnnany  is  certainly  an 
oppressed  country.  It  is  oppressed  by  the  So- 
viet Union,  which  denies  it  the  right  to  self- 
determination.  maintamuig  m p<'  : r 40 

>ear<  < regime  with  no  legiuma*  --  and  sta- 


Left;  Socialist  Action  supported  capitalist  reunification  of  Germany  in  1990.  Above:  Spartacist  banner  at  250, 000-strong 
Treptow  demonstration  in  January  1990  against  fascist  desecration  of  Soviet  war  memorial  and  in  defense  of  East  German 
and  Soviet  workers  states  calls  “For  a Red  Germany  in  a Socialist  Europe!"  Right:  Spartakist  Workers  Party  campaign 
poster  for  March  1990  elections  declared,  “No  to  Capitalist  Reunification!  For  a Germany  of  Workers  Councils!” 
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Action 

February  1990 
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Trotskyism... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

that  was  always  understood  by  Lenin, 
Trotsky  and  other  Bolshevik  leaders  to  be 
temporary. 

More  to  the  point.  SA’s  interest  is  not  a 
debate  over  a particular  tactic  to  defend 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  Rather. 
Socialist  Action  and  its  allies  are  them- 
selves Kautskyan  opponents  of  working- 
class  rule  who  support  the  forces  of  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  name  of  “democracy." 
The  USec’s  flagship  French  section,  the 
LCR.  has  called  for  "free  elections"  in 
Cuba,  code  words  for  “democratic"  coun- 
terrevolution. for  the  “electoral"  rise  to 
power  of  capitalist-resiorationist  forces 
financed  by  U.S.  imperialism,  intent  on 
destroying  the  workers  slate  and  wreak- 
ing massive  repression,  if  not  a blood- 
bath. against  workers  and  Communists. 

Similarly,  in  an  article  titled  “What  the 
Upheaval  in  the  Soviet  Union  Means.” 
the  September  1991  Socialist  Action 
declared:  "Many  stood  ready  on  the  bar- 
ricades. prepared  to  battle  troops  and 
tanks  in  the  cause  of  democracy  and  a 
better  life."  Who.se  barricades?  Those  of 
Boris  Yeltsin,  whose  U.S. -backed  coun- 
tercoup that  August  opened  the  flood- 
gates for  the  destruction  of  the  USSR. 
While  the  ICL  called  on  Soviet  workers 
to  “Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  counterrevolu- 
tion!" SA  unambiguously  backed  Yeltsin 
in  the  name  of  "democracy."  Not  only 
did  SA  support  Polish  Solidamojic.  the 
anti-Communist  spearhead  for  counter- 
revolution in  East  Europe,  it  went  so  far 
as  to  adapt  the  Solidamos'd  logo  for  the 
masthead  of  its  newspaper! 

SA  on  East  Germany: 
“Self-Determination"  and 
Counterrevolution 

SA's  assault  on  Bolshevism  in  the 
name  of  "democracy"  took  full  flower  on 
the  last  day  of  the  conference  in  a session 
featuring  Bryan  Palmer,  author  of  James 
P.  Cannon  and  the  Origins  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolutionary  Left.  1890-1928.  a new 
biography  of  the  historic  leader  of  Ameri- 
can Trotskyism.  (See  "A  Biography  of 
James  P.  Cannon."  Spartacist  (English- 

Der  Spiegel 


language  edition)  No.  60.  Autumn  2007). 
During  the  discussion,  a TL/LT  speaker 
cited  Cannon’s  "political  legacy  of 
unconditional  military  defense  of  (he 
Soviet  Union."  noting  that  this  "has  been 
trampled  on  by  virtually  every  self-styled 
Trotskyist  group."  She  then  cited  SA’s 
support  for  the  counterrevolutionary 
annexation  of  the  DDR  (East  German) 
deformed  workers  state  by  West  German 
imperialism,  quoting  excerpts  from  an 
article  in  the  February  1990  Socialist 
Action.  The  article  slates; 

•'ll  is  therefore  essential  for  revolution- 
ary Marxists  to  take  a position,  without 
any  ambiguity,  for  the  right  to  self- 
determination  and  for  the  reunification 
of  the  German  nation.  No  conditions.  No 
preconditions.  This  is  a fundamental  dem- 
ocratic right.... 

"East  Germany  is  certainly  an  oppressed 
country.  It  is  oppressed  by  the  Soviet 
Union,  which  denies  it  the  right  to  self- 
determination." 

Denouncing  SA’s  overt  anti-Communism. 
our  comrade  added:  “You  got  what  you 
wanted,  and  the  masses  got  capitalist  mis- 
ery. 1 want  to  contrast  what  the  ICL  did. 
We  fought  tooth  and  nail  in  East  Ger- 
many and  in  (he  former  Soviet  Union 
against  the  counterrevolution,  to  the  last 
barricade.  Our  fight  for  proletarian  politi- 
cal revolution  was  predicated  on  defense 
of  these  workers  states  against  capitalist 
restoration.” 

SA's  Gerry  Foley  responded;  "When 
the  East  German  people  had  the  right  to 
choose  they  chose  to  join  Germany, 
because  the  split  had  been  imposed  by 
the  occupation  powers,  and  their  idea 
was:  we’re  one  nation,  we  should  join. 
Nobody  could  stop  them  from  doing 
that.  We  couldn't  have  stopped  them 
from  doing  that:  we  respect  their  right  to 
do  it."  According  to  SA.  the  Soviet  army 
that  liberated  Germany  from  the  Nazi 
scourge  was  an  "occupation  power”  just 
like  U.S.  imperialism,  while  the  DDR. 
which  received  substantial  material  aid 
from  the  USSR,  was  "oppressed  by  the 
Soviet  Union"! 

The  upsurge  of  the  East  German 
masses  against  bureaucratic  rule  that  be- 
gan in  late  1989  posed  pointblank  the  need 
for  a Leninist-egalitarian  party  to  lead  the 
fight  for  workers  and  soldiers  councils 


and  proletarian  political  revolution.  This 
was  the  program  the  ICL  fought  for.  and 
its  power  was  particularly  evident  in  the 
250.000-strong  demonstration  on  3 Janu- 
ary 1990  against  the  fascist  desecration  of 
a monument  honoring  the  Soviet  soldiers 
in  East  Berlin’s  Treptow  Park  and  in 
defense  of  the  USSR  and  DDR.  We  initi- 
ated the  call  for  this  mobilization,  which 
was  taken  up  by  the  ruling  Stalinist  SED- 
PDS  party  because  it  feared  how  much 
our  program  resonated  among  East  Berlin 
workers  and  fell  compelled  to  mobilize 
its  base.  The  ICL’s  fight  for  workers 
political  revolution  in  the  DDR  combined 
with  socialist  revolution  in  West  Ger- 
many— the  revolutionary  reunification  of 
Germany — was  a direct  challenge  to  the 
sellout  of  the  DDR  to  West  German  impe- 
rialism that  was  in  the  end  carried 
through  by  the  Moscow  and  East  Berlin 
Stalinists.  SA  stood  on  the  other  side,  the 
side  of  capitalist  counterrevolution. 

In  elevating  the  self-determination  of 
nations  above  defense  of  the  workers  state, 
Foley  brazenly  falsified  the  Bolshevik 
record.  “They  want  to  attack  us  for  capital- 
ist restoration  in  Eastern  Europe.”  he  said 
of  the  ICL.  “If  you  want  to  attack  us  on  that, 
why  not  attack  Lenin  and  Trotsky?  They 
respected  the  self-determination  of  the 
Finns.  They  allowed  Finland  to  break  off 
from  the  Russian  Empire  and  the  Soviet 
Union  although  it  was  a bourgeois  state." 

What  are  the  facts?  The  course  of  the 
October  Revolution  was  directly  linked 
to  the  Bolsheviks’  fortunes  in  the  ensu- 
ing Civil  War.  In  a 1 922  pamphlet  defend- 
ing the  Soviet  regime  against  charges  by 
pro-imperialist  social  democrats  that  it 
had  violated  the  right  of  national  self- 
determination  (in  this  case  in  Georgia). 
Trotsky  pointed  out  that  "the  'democra- 
cies’ of  Finland.  Estonia,  Latvia.  Lithua- 
nia. and  even  of  Poland,  owe  their  exis- 
tence to  the  fact  that,  at  the  critical 
moment  of  their  creation,  foreign  military 
forces  were  supporting  the  bourgeoisie 
and  oppressing  the  proletariat"  (“Social 
Democracy  and  the  Wars  of  Intervention 
in  Russia;  1918-1921”).  If  the  revolution 
did  not  spread  to  these  countries,  it  was 
also  due  to  the  weakness  of  the  Red 
Army,  which  could  not  be  on  all  fronts  at 
the  same  time  and  was  often  obliged  to 


withdraw  from  a secured  position  in  order 
to  concentrate  its  forces  elsewhere.  As 
Trotsky  wrote; 

"We  do  not  only  recognize,  but  we  also 
give  full  support  to  the  principle  of  self- 
determination.  wherever  it  is  directed 
against  feudal,  capitalist  and  imperialist 
states.  But  wherever  the  fiction  of  self- 
determination.  in  the  hands  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. becomes  a weapon  directed 
against  the  proletarian  revolution,  we 
have  no  occasion  to  treat  this  fiction  dif- 
ferently from  the  other  ‘principles'  of 
democracy  perverted  by  capitalism." 

SA.  in  contrast,  wields  the  "principles" 
of  bourgeois  democracy  against  the 
proletarian  revolution. 

For  Authentic  Trotskyism— 
Reforge  the  Fourth 
International! 

Our  comrades  also  took  out  SA’s  work 
on  the  "home  front."  showing  how  their 
anli-Communism  abroad  flows  from 
fealty  to  their  "own"  capitalist  rulers.  In 
Canada,  this  is  refracted  through  support 
to  the  social-democratic  New  Democratic 
Parly;  in  the  U.S.  through  campaigns  for 
"unity”  with  a wing  of  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party.  SA  National  Secretary 
Jeff  Mackler's  presentation  in  the  ses- 
sion tilled  "U.S.  Imperialism  in  Cri- 
sis" focused  on  promoting  a "National 
Assembly  to  End  the  Iraq  War  and  Occu- 
pation" in  Cleveland  in  late  June.  The 
publicity  for  this  gathering,  of  which  SA 
is  a key  animator,  calls  for  a “united 
mobilization  of  the  antiwar  majority"  in 
the  U.S-  Mackler  proudly  recounted  that 
among  its  endorsers  are  the  Progressive 
Democrats  of  America  (PDA),  a group  of 
self-described  “grassroots  activists"  in 
the  Democratic  Party,  the  other  party  of 
the  American  ruling  class.  The  PDA  as 
well  as  a local  chapter  of  the  capitalist 
Green  Party  are  both  on  the  "coordinating 
committee"  of  the  Cleveland  assembly. 
An  ICL  comrade  skewered  SA’s  overtly 
class-collaborationist  perspective: 

"The  coalitions  Socialist  Action  helped 
build  in  the  U.S.  are  single-issue,  cross- 
class coalitions  calling  for  everyone  to 
unite  under  the  slogan  'Troops  out  now.' 
That's  a call  to  unite  the  working  class 
and  oppressed  with  their  own  oppressors, 
members  of  the  capitalist  class  who  for 
their  own  reasons  oppose  the  war.  You 
can  either  look  to  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  to  fight  independently  of  the 
capitalist  class,  or  you  can  tailor  your 
demands  to  he  acceptable  to  'antiwar' 
capitalist  politicians  to  help  build  the 
'biggest  possible  movement'." 

Neither  Mackler’s  presentation  nor  the 
official  call  for  the  Assembly  included 
opposition  to  the  U.S.  occupation  in 
Afghanistan.  At  a later  session,  one  of  our 
comrades  noted  that  this  is  hardly  an  acci- 
dent: the  wing  of  the  Democrats  that  SA 
is  courting  wants  to  gel  out  of  Iraq  pre- 
cisely in  order  to  strengthen  the  U.S. 
military  presence  elsewhere,  including 
Afghanistan  and  also  East  Asia,  where 
their  central  target  is  China, 

At  (he  antiwar  session.  Mackler 
launched  a broadside  against  us.  listing  a 
series  of  political  charges  ICL  comrades 
had  made  against  SA  while  trying  to 
mock  us  for  calling  for  critical  support 
to  his  electoral  campaign  for  the  U.S. 
Senate  in  California  in  2006:  "If  you 
really  believe  I did  all  those  horrible 


Stone/SF  Examinef 


Catholic  priests  hear  workers'  confessions  as  counterrevolution- 
ary Polish  Solidarno^d  leader  Lech  Walesa  prays  in  Gdansk 
Shipyard,  1980.  Nat  Weinstein,  founding  leader  of  Socialist 
Action,  joins  anti-Communists  in  promoting  Solidarnoic,  1981. 
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(continued fmm  page  1} 

Progressive  Party  ticket  as  a "third  party 
alliance"  seeking  to  build  a fanner-labor 
movement  at  a time  of  widespread  agrar- 
ian crisis.  Trotsky’s  intervention  played 
a central  role  in  turning  the  early  Amer- 
ican Communists  from  this  opportunist 
course  of  seeking  to  forge  an  ongoing  bloc 
with  capitalist  forces,  Trotsky  pointed  out 
that  those  who  sought  the  "two-class”  alli- 
ance were  thoroughly  imbued  with  skep- 
ticism concerning  the  American  prole- 
tariat. seeking  shortcuts  around  the  hard 
political  fight  to  win  the  working  class  to 
a revolutionary  perspective. 

In  such  a political  fight,  the  question  of 
black  liberation  is  strategic.  The  oppres- 
sion of  black  people  as  a race-color  caste 
historically  forcibly  segregated  at  the  bot- 
tom of  .society  is  materially  rooted  in  and 
central  to  American  capitalism.  Chattel 
slavery  was  smashed  only  by  blood  and 
iron  in  the  Civil  War.  the  Second  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  Today,  due  to  their  posi- 
tion as  not  only  the  most  oppressed  but 
also  the  most  conscious  and  experienced 
in  struggle,  black  workers  are  slated  to 
play  an  exceptional  role  in  the  third, 
socialist,  revolution.  As  we  wrote  in  WV 
No.  906  ("The  Obama  Campaign  and  the 
'End  of  Racism’  Myth."  18  January): 

"As  against  both  liberal  integraiionisis  and 
black  nationalists,  our  struggle  for  black 
liberation  is  based  on  the  program  of  revo- 
lutionary iniegrationism.  While  opposing 
every  manifestation  of  racist  oppression, 
fighting  in  particular  to  mobili/c  the 
social  power  of  the  multiracial  labor 
movement,  we  underline  that  full  equality 
for  the  black  masses  requires  that  the 
working  cla.ss  rip  the  economy  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  capitalist  rulers  and  reorgan- 
iie  it  on  u socialist  basis.  Only  then  will  it 
be  possible  to  eliminate  the  material  roots 
of  black  oppression  through  the  integra- 
tion of  black  people  into  an  egalitarian 
socialist  society  based  on  a collectivized 
economy  with  Jobs  and  quality  housing, 
health  care  and  education  for  all." 

Race  and  the  Elections 

In  contrast  and  opposition  to  our  revo- 
lutionary Marxist  perspective,  the  fake- 
socialist  left  in  the  U.S.  has  groveled  ever 
more  before  the  altar  of  the  politics  of 
bourgeois  "lesser  evilism.”  Having  built 


Obama 
supporter 
removes  graffiti 
after  campaign 
office  was 
vandalized  by 
racists  in 
Vincennes, 
Indiana,  on  May  6. 


(and  then  demobilized)  cross-class  coali- 
tions against  the  war  and  occupation  in 
Iraq  based  on  appeals  to  those  Democrats 
who  see  in  the  Iraq  quagmire  a damaging 
"blunder"  for  the  bourgeoisie,  the  fake 
socialists  have  now  turned  their  earnest 
attentions  to  the  2008  elections.  Their 
efforts  are  aimed  at  making  the  Demo- 
crats “fight"  and  win  the  office  of  U.S. 
imperialist  Commander-in-Chief.  While 
stopping  short  of  outright  endorsement  of 
Obama's  campaign,  a number  of  refor- 
mists have  sought  to  pressure  his  cam- 
paign through  one  stratagem  or  another, 
including  through  support  to  or  standing 
candidates  for  the  small-time  capitalist 
Green  Party. 

Articles  by  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO).  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP),  el  al.  essentially  claim  that  Oba- 
ma’s campaign  is  some  form  of  a referen- 
dum on  racism  because  he  is  the  first  viable 
black  candidate  for  U.S.  president.  Many 
black  and  young  voters  support  Obama  out 
of  a desire  to  see  this  country  elect  its  first 
black  president,  a desire  often  couched  in 
talk  about  a “post-racial”  America  where 
racism  no  longer  exists.  But  rather  than 
fight  to  win  such  people  to  the  understand- 
ing that  racial  oppression  can  only  be 
ended  when  the  American  capitalist  system 
is  overthrown  through  socialist  revolution, 
the  fake  left  has  cynically  .seized  on  such 
sentiments  to  seek  any  method  to  end 
Republican  executive  rule,  the  “Anybody 
but  Bush"  (now  McCain)  refrain  of  the 
fake  left  for  years.  Thus,  the  ISO's  Social- 
ist Worker  (5  June)  declared  that  with 
Obama’s  nomination.  "U.S.  politics  are  at 


a potential  turning  point,  in  which  a nation 
founded  upon  slavery,  with  racism  in- 
grained in  its  very  foundation,  could  finally 
begin  to  correct  its  hideous  past.” 

In  reality,  although  it  has  predictably 
provoked  elements  of  racist  reaction. 
Obama’s  bid  for  the  presidency  is  viable 
precisely  because  he  has  promoted  the 
myth  of  "the  end  of  racism.”  Obama  got 
a boost  in  opinion  polls — and  a standing 
ovation  from  his  black  church  audience — 
when  he  delivered  a Father's  Day  speech 
that  pandered  to  anti-black  chauvinism  as 
well  as  to  sentiments  of  a section  of  the 
black  middle  class  by  laying  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  horrendous  conditions  of 
the  ghetto  poor  on  the  doorstep  not  of  the 
racist  rulers,  who  have  ruthlessly  thrown 
an  entire  generation  on  the  scrap  heap, 
but  rather  on  “AWOL"  black  fathers. 
He  has  pandered  to  anti-Muslim  reac- 
tion. as  when  his  campaign  removed 
young  women  wearing  headscarve.s  from 
a "photo  op”  (for  which  the  campaign 
apologized)  and  has  given  short  shrift 
to  invitations  to  address  mosques,  as 
opposed  to  high-profile  appearances  at 
Christian  church  events.  Most  recently. 
Obama  deepened  his  support  for  the 
death  penalty  when  he  criticized  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  ruling  out  execu- 
tion for  individual  crimes,  such  as  child 
rape,  "where  the  victim’s  life  was  not 
taken.”  declaring  that  “it  basically  had  a 
blanket  prohibition,  and  I disagree  with 
the  decision.”  It’s  not  easy  to  be  to  the 
right  of  the  current  Supreme  Court,  but 
Obama  managed  to  do  it. 

An  electoral  primary  in  which  a black 


man  and  a woman  vied  for  the  presiden- 
tial nomination  of  the  Democratic  Party 
was  guaranteed  to  lay  bare  the  racist 
and  sexist  reality  of  American  capitalist 
society  as  well  as  the  putrid  quality  of 
Democratic  Party  "constituency”  politics. 
The  Washington  Post  (13  May)  reported 
that  several  Obama  campaign  offices  m 
Indiana  were  the  targets  of  bomb  threats 
and  al  least  one  was  vandalized,  while  in 
Scranton.  Pennsylvania,  Obama  campaign 
posters  were  burned  along  the  route  of  the 
Saint  Patrick’s  Day  parade.  One  phone- 
bank  volunteer  recalled  how  a voter  had 
called  Obama  a "darky"  and  had  said  he 
should  be  lynched.  Other  Obama  cam- 
paign workers  reported  that  while  cam- 
paigning they  had  often  been  subjected  to 
vile  racial  slurs.  In  keeping  with  Obama’s 
"end  of  racism”  lie,  the  Obama  campaign 
has  been  eager  to  play  down  such  attacks. 

For  her  part.  Hillary  Clinton  herself 
played  the  “race  card.”  for  example  de- 
claring in  an  interview  with  USA  Today 
(7  May)  that  she  has  the  support  of  "hard- 
working Americans,  white  Americans” — 
i.e.,  for  Clinton  black.  Latino  and  other 
workers  do  not  fall  under  the  category 
of  "hard-working”  people.  At  the  same 
time.  Clinton  also  faced  a plethora  of  sex- 
ist insults,  from  counterdemonstrators  in 
New  Hampshire  chanting  "Iron  my  shirt” 
to  demeaning  critiques  in  the  media  of 
her  physical  appearance — her  ankles  (too 
“thick”),  her  voice  (a  "cackle”)  and  even 
her  cleavage.  On  cable  TV,  she  was  lik- 
ened to  a "she-devil,"  a "scolding  mother" 
and  "everyone's  first  wife  .standing  outside 
a probate  court.”  When  McCain  was  asked 
in  South  Carolina,  "How  do  we  beat  the 
bitch?”  he  laughingly  called  it  an  “excel- 
lent question." 

Now.  with  Obama  the  presumptive 
Democratic  nominee,  his  wife,  Michelle, 
is  poised  to  get  the  brunt  of  both  racism 
and  sexism.  When  she  affectionately 
bumped  fists  with  her  husband  as  he  was 
about  to  claim  the  nomination,  a Fox 
News  anchor  suggested  it  was  a "terrorist 
fist  jab."  The  same  network  called 
Michelle  "Obama’s  baby  mama."  using  a 
demeaning  slang  term  for  an  unwed 
mother.  The  other  side  of  the  coin  is  that 
Michelle  Obama  is  seen  as  a new  Jacque- 
line Kennedy  by  the  likes  of  Vogue\  her 
continued  on  page  10 
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Counterrevolutionary  Cuban  gusanos  present  Democratic  president  Kennedy  with  brigade  flag  two  years  after  1961 
Bay  of  Pigs  invasion.  Right:  After  assassination  of  Kennedy,  front  page  of  Militant,  newspaper  of  Socialist  Workers 
Party,  quoted  Supreme  Court  Justice  Earl  Warren's  eulogy,  condemned  assassination  as  “criminal.” 


things,  how  could  you  ever  endorse  such 
a monster?”  Our  support  to  Mackler’s 
campaign  was  premised  on  the  fact  that, 
standing  as  an  avowed  socialist  against 
the  capitalist  Democratic  and  Green  par- 
ties. it  drew  a crude  class  line.  “At  the 
same  time.”  we  noted,  "clearly,  the  refor- 
mist. ‘Anybody  but  Bush’  content  of  SA's 
program  is  an  obstacle  to  revolution”  (VW 
No.  876,  15  September  2006).  Indeed, 
our  principled  campaign  of  critical  sup- 
port to  Mackler  gives  the  lie  to  SA’s 
assertion  that  we  are  "sectarian.” 

Gerry  Foley  asserted  that  “Formally, 
we  would  agree  on  all  the  same  principles 
as  the  Spariacist  League:  permanent  revo- 
lution. class  independence,  the  need  to 
build  a revolutionary  party."  He  contin- 
ued. noting  that  in  fact.  “We  have  nothing 
in  common  with  them,  despite  the  appar- 
ent concordance  of  the  principles.  With 
Che  Guevara,  we  have  90  percent  in  com- 
mon with  him.  although  there  arc  certain 
essential  aspects  of  the  Trotskyism  which 
we  profess  that  he  didn’t  understand.” 
Foley  is  right  that  SA  and  the  ICL 


have  little  in  common,  despite  SA’s  occa- 
sional lip  service  to  Trotskyism.  But  his 
statement  that  SA  has  90  percent  in  com- 
mon with  Che  is  false.  The  ICL  has 
many  criticisms  of  Guevara,  but  he 
fought  to  the  end  of  his  life  against  U.S. 
imperialism,  whereas  Mackler.  Foley  & 
Co,  are  rank  social  democrats  who  have 
been  sucking  up  to  the  U.S.  imperialists 
for  decades. 

Socialist  Action  looks  back  nostalgi- 
cally on  the  reformist  SWP  under  Jo.seph 
Hansen.  According  to  Foley.  "In  the 
1960s  and  1970s,  the  SWP  was  tested 
and  it  was  proven  by  the  test.”  and  it 
remained  a healthy  revolutionary  party 
until  1979  when  supposedly  everything 
changed  under  the  Jack  Barnes  clique. 
In  fact,  the  196.3  expulsion  of  our  prede- 
cessors in  the  Revolutionary  Tendency 
was  an  organizational  handmaiden  lo 
the  political  degeneration  that  the  SWP 
was  already  undergoing.  Following  the 
November  1963  Kennedy  assassination. 
SWP  leader  Farrell  Dobbs  sent  a snivel- 
ing telegram  of  condolence  to  the  widow 


of  the  imperialist  chief  who  ordered  the 
1961  Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  of  Cuba!  By 
the  mid-1960s  the  rapidly  rightward- 
moving  SWP  had  become  reformist. 


International  Communist  League 
pamphlet  comprising  three  articles 
from  ICL  press:  "The  Development 
and  Extension  of  Leon  Trotsky's 
Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution," 

"‘A  Trotskyist  Critique  of  Germany 
1923  and  the  Comintern"  and 
“Down  With  Executive  Offices  of  the 
Capitalist  State!"  These  articles 
together  constitute  an  introduction 
to  the  historically  founded  principles 
and  program  of  Trotskyism 
(i.e.,  genuine  Marxism). 

$2  (56  pages) 
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definitively  burying  the  last  remnants  of 
a class-struggle  program  in  order  lo 
achieve  u political  alliance  with  bour- 
geois elements  opposing  the  Vietnam  War. 
Some  years  later,  this  popular-frontisi 
alliance  was  sealed  in  blood  as  the  SWP 
unleashed  goons  to  expel  members  of  the 
Spartacist  League  and  Progressive  Labor 
Party  protesting  the  presence  of  Demo- 
cratic senator  Vance  Hartke  at  the  July 
1971  conference  of  the  National  Peace 
Action  Coalition  (NPAC — the  model  for 
SA’s  "antiwar  movement”  today). 

The  ICL  has  sought  lo  maintain  the 
thread  of  Marxist  continuity  based  on  the 
heritage  of  Cannon  and  the  revolutionary 
SWP.  as  we  fight  to  reforge  a Fourth 
Internationa!  that  Trotsky  would  recognize 
as  his  own.  We  urge  youth  and  work- 
ers seeking  a revolutionary  alternative  to 
examine  our  record,  and  join  us  in  our 
struggle.s.  ■ 


4 JULY  2008 
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Workers  Party... 

(continued  from  pofie 

appearance  on  the  television  show  "The 
View"  led  to  the  sales  of  one  designer's 
dresses  being  sent  into  the  stratosphere: 
her  appearance  on  the  cover  of  Us  Weekly 
magazine  led  to  a big  sales  boost. 

This  election  is  not  a referendum  on 
racism.  But  should  the  situation  reach  the 
point  of  defeating  rampaging  racist  mobs 
on  the  street  or  attempts  from  any  quarter  to 
obstruct  Obama’s  prerogatives  to  stand  for 
and  assume  public  office,  our  defense  of  his 
democratic  rights  would  in  no  way  entail 
any  political  support  to  this  capitalist  poli- 
tician. but  rather  the  independent  mobiliza- 
tion of  the  working  class  and  oppressed. 
When  black  Democrat  Harold  Washington 
faced  a vicious  racist  backlash  after  he  won 
the  1983  Democratic  mayoral  primary  in 
Chicago,  which  in  that  city  is  historically 
tantamount  to  winning  the  election,  we 
underlined  that  "Washington  has  the  right 
to  take  office  with  all  the  normal  preroga- 
tives. Blacks  have  a right  to  elect  whoever 
they  want  to  office”  (WV  No.  326.  25 
March  1983).  We  pointed  to  the  danger  of 
cop  riots  against  the  black  community  and 
the  newly  elected  Washington  administra- 
tion, stating  that  any  “such  naked  displays 
of  police  power  must  be  met  with  mass 
mobilization  by  Chicago  labor  and  blacks" 
{WV  No.  328,  22  April  1983).  But  as 
opposed  to  many  on  the  reformist  left,  we 
refused  to  give  one  ounce  of  political  sup- 
port to  this  longtime  machine  Democrat  and 
warned,  “Harold  Washington  Will  Betray 
Black  Chicago."  In  contrast,  in  the  mouths 
of  the  reformist  left,  "defense”  means  out- 
right political  support,  and  their  preparation 
for  such  is  well  under  way. 

Reformist  Left  Sails  Across 
the  Class  Line,  Again 

The  ISO  has  so  far  restricted  itself  to 
cheering  the  Democrats  from  the  side- 
lines, pushing  for  a "movement"  to  pres- 
sure them.  International  Socialist  Review 
(May-June  2008)  states; 

“What  is  needed  is  pressure  on  whoever 
occupies  the  White  House,  and  what  hi.s- 
tory  reveals  is  that  the  pressure  is  much 
less  easily  dissipated  if  activists  organize 
Independently  of  the  Democratic  Party, 
which  is  irrevocably  committed  to  de- 
fending the  existing  system. 

"Obama  should  be  defended  against  any 
racist  attacks,  which  will  no  doubt  inten- 
sify if  he  wins  the  Democratic  Party 
nomination.  But  without  a strong  activist 
movement  on  the  ground,  his  election  will 
do  little  to  solve  the  problems  that  he 
himself  has  described.”  (emphasis  added) 

There  could  scarcely  be  a more  overt 
statement  of  touching  faith  in  the  other 
capitalist  party  of  war  and  racism! 
Indeed,  in  the  2006  midterm  elections, 
the  ISO  stood  Todd  Chretien  as  a Green 
in  the  June  primary  elections  for  U.S. 
Senator  from  California.  Such  crass  class 
collaborationism  is  the  domestic  retlec- 
lion  of  the  ISO's  deep-seated  opposi- 
tion to  international  socialist  revolution, 
which  is  most  clearly  seen  in  their  vis- 
ceral anti-Communist  hatred  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  other  countries  where  capital- 
ist rule  was  overthrown.  When  Boris  Yel- 
tsin. backed  by  Bush  Sr.,  seized  power  in 
Moscow  in  August  1991  and  set  in  proc- 
ess the  counterrevolutionary  destruction 
of  the  Soviet  workers  state,  the  British 
Socialist  Worker  {3\  August  1991)  cheered 
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Camp  followers  of  Democratic  Party 
of  U.S.  imperialism:  ISO-led  protest- 
ers unfurl  banner  at  Barack  Obama 
campaign  rally,  University  of  Illinois- 
Chicago,  February  2007. 

that  the  collapse  of  Communist  Party  rule 
"should  have  every  genuine  socialist  re- 
joicing,” The  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union 
— a world-historic  defeat  for  the  prole- 
tariat— has  resulted  in  social  catastrophe 
for  the  peoples  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  emboldened  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ists to  pursue  their  unbridled  appetite  for 
world  domination. 

As  Trotskyists,  we  fought  to  the  end 
for  the  unconditional  military  defense  of 
the  Soviet  degenerated  workers  state  and 
East  European  deformed  workers  stales 
against  imperialist  attack  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution.  We  called  for  prole- 
tarian political  revolution  to  restore  .soviet 
democracy  and  defend  the  social  gains  of 
the  October  Revolution  through  their 
extension  internationally.  Today  we  raise 
this  program  in  defense  of  the  remaining 
deformed  workers  stales — China.  North 
Korea,  Cuba  and  Vietnam.  In  contrast,  as 
we  wrote  of  the  ISO  during  Chretien’s 
Green  Party  campaign  {WV  No.  866.  17 
March  2006);  “The  ISO  ha.s  acted  as  an 
appendage  of  bourgeois  democracy  from 
its  inception,  when  it  made  common  cause 
with  the  imperialists  in  their  drive  for 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union.  It 
is  fully  in  character  with  the  ISO's  abject 
reformism  that  it  has  now  pitched  its  lent 
in  a party  of  the  class  enemy." 

More  recently,  the  ISO  has  been  given 
a run  for  its  opportunist  money  by  the 
misnamed  Parly  for  Socialism  and  Lib- 
eration (PSD  which  is  standing  candi- 
dates for  the  Green  Parly  in  races  for  Illi- 
nois state  representatives.  In  California, 
the  PSL  is  also  standing  candidates  for 
California  Stale  Assembly  and  the  U S, 
Congress  on  the  petty-bourgeois  radical- 
liberal  Peace  and  Freedom  Party  (PFP) 
ticket.  The  PSL's  erstwhile  comrades  in 
the  Workers  World  Party,  loo.  extended 
support  to  the  PFP  in  2003.  and  we  noted 
at  the  lime  that  the  PFP  does  not  stand 
for  a break  with  the  capitalist  parties  and 
a fight  for  a workers  government;  it  is  a 
sandbox  for  homeless  leftists  who  have 
long  since  made  their  peace  with  bour- 
geois society. 

The  PSL’s  candidacy  for  two  small- 


time bourgeois  parties  makes  a mockery 
of  any  claims  to  building  "an  independ- 
ent alternative  inside  the  electoral  proc- 
ess" by  the  PSL’s  candidates  for  president 
and  vice  president  (Gloria  La  Riva  and 
Eugene  Puryear  respectively).  Should 
there  be  any  doubt,  the  PSL’s  online  arti- 
cle. "Why  the  ruling  class  chose  Obama 
( 10  June),  staled  explicitly; 

"For  many  Black  people  especially,  ihe 
prospect  of  simply  having  a Black  presi- 
dent— regardless  of  hi.s  politics — is  enough 
to  arouse  excitement.  This  is  perlectly 
justifiable.  The  fact  that  there  have  been 
so  few  Black  elected  officials  in  this 
country  is  a testament  to  the  country's 
deeply-rooted  racism.  Our  campaign  has 
absolutely  no  quarrel  with  those  who 
have  devoted  their  time  to  righting  this 
historic  wrong."  (emphasis  added) 

So  much  for  the  PSL’s  verbiage  about 
how  "revolutionaries  cannot  be  a tail  on 
the  kite  of  the  Democrats"! 

While  WWP  has  also  left  Ihe  door  open 
for  outright  support  to  Obama,  it  has  for 
now  elected  to  coyly  offer  support  to 
former  Democratic  Party  Congresswoman 
Cynthia  McKinney  in  her  presidential  bid 
as  a Green  Party  candidate.  Thus.  WWP 
honcho  Larry  Holmes  opined  in  a 28  May 
Workers  World  online  posting; 

"For  the  broader  movement,  clearly  we 
cannot  get  carried  away  with  our  criti- 
cism and  exposure  of  Obama  when  mass 
support  for  him  is  essentially  progres- 
sive and  opposition  to  him  is  largely  of  a 
racist  and  reactionary  character.... 
"Actually,  the  only  way  that  progressive.s 
can  defend  Obama  against  racism  and 
reaction,  if  and  when  that's  necessary,  is 
to  he  positioned  outside  of  and  inde- 
pendent of  his  campaign  and  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.... 

"it  IS  possible  that  the  independent  presi- 
dential candidacy  of  former  Congress- 
woman  Cynthia  McKinney  could  serve 
as  one  of  the  poles  to  unite  around." 

To  be  sure.  Cynthia  McKinney  stands 
to  the  left  of  just  about  any  bourgeois 
politician  in  die  U.S.  today.  This  is  no 
doubt  attractive  for  many  youth,  blacks 
and  others,  who  see  in  this  black  woman 
a radical  alternative  to  Obama. 

As  a Democratic  Congresswoman  from 
Georgia,  she  stood  defiant  in  her  defense 
of  Palestinian  national  rights  against  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  Democratic 
Parly  leadership,  which  joined  forces  with 
arch-Zionists  and  Republicans  to  get  her 
voted  out  of  office  in  2002  (she  regained 
her  Congressional  seal  in  2004  but  lost  it 
again  in  2006).  McKinney  calls  for  end- 
ing the  racist  "war  on  drugs.”  for  repeal- 
ing the  slave-labor  Tafl-Hartley  Law.  and 
for  granting  "amnesty"  to  all  undocu- 
mented immigrants.  She  is  an  outspoken 
defender  of  class-war  prisoner  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  and  a signatory  to  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee's  statement  proclaim- 
ing that  Mumia  is  innocent  and  calling  for 
his  freedom.  She  not  only  opposes  the 
occupation  of  Iraq,  but  also  that  of 
Afghanistan,  which  is  overwhelmingly 
supported  by  Democrats — though  it  should 
be  noted  that  three  days  after  the  Septem- 
ber 1 1 teiTorist  attack  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  and  the  Pentagon  in  2001.  McKin- 


ney voted  for  the  resolution  giving  Presi- 
dent Bush  the  blank  check  for  the  Afghan- 
istan invasion. 

But  for  all  her  claims  to  stand  "inde- 
pendent" of  the  Democrats.  McKinney, 
herself  a longtime  Democrat,  issued  a 
statement  of  congratulations  to  Obama  fol- 
lowing Clinton's  concession  announce- 
ment that  was  clear  enough; 

"Coming  from  Barack  Obama,  the  word 
‘change’  did  not  appear  as  just  another 
empty  campaign  slogan.  It  galvanized 
millions  of  people — mostly  young  peo- 
ple— to  register  to  vote  and  to  get  active 
m the  political  system." 

The  Green  Party  provides  disgruntled 
liberals  with  a way  station  on  the  road 
back  into  the  Democratic  Party.  And  as 
McKinney  herself  makes  clear,  her  cam- 
paign stands  in  the  tradition  of  pressure 
politics  on  the  Democrats,  of  building  a 
strong  enough  "left-wing"  constituency  in 
the  Democratic  Party  that  supposedly  can- 
not be  ignored.  After  laying  out  a series 
of  demands  for  her  "Power  to  the  Peo- 
ple Campaign."  McKinney  explicated  (he 
central  task  of  her  campaign;  "1  encour- 
age the  Democratic  Party  and  its  new 
presumptive  nominee.  Senator  Obama,  to 
embrace  these  important  suggestions  for 
policy  initiatives." 

More  fundamentally,  even  if  McKin- 
ney seriously  stood  for  a “third  party 
alternative"  to  the  Democrats,  it  would 
not  change  the  fact  that  she  is  a capitalist 
politician.  A vole  for  even  the  most  left- 
wing  bourgeois  candidate  is.  in  fact,  a 
vote  of  confidence  in  the  reformability  of 
capitalism  and  a vote  against  the  need  for 
a workers  party  and  socialist  revolution. 
It  IS  a vote  for  perpetuating  a brutal  sys- 
tem based  on  exploitation,  oppression 
and  war.  For  the  likes  of  WWP  this  is 
no  problem;  today  WWP  enthuses  over 
McKinney,  while  in  the  past  they  sup- 
ported Democrat  Jesse  Jackson  in  1988 
and  other  black  Democrats,  including 
then-Democrat  McKinney  in  2004  and 
New  York  City  Council  member  Charles 
Barron  in  2006. 

For  the  reformists,  the  teachings  of 
Marx.  Engels.  Lenin  and  Trotsky  are  old 
hat.  not  "relevant"  to  the  current  reality. 
By  their  lights,  belter  to  front  for  bour- 
geois “lesser  evilism"  than  to  fight  for 
socialism.  Against  this  criminal  betrayal 
of  the  interests  of  the  proletariat  and 
oppres.sed  internationally,  a revolutionary 
workers  parly  must  be  forged.  Today, 
working  people  and  the  oppressed  groan 
under  U.S.  imperialism's  filthy  wars  and 
occupations,  racist  police  terror,  torture 
and  lies,  failing  economies,  joblessness, 
union-busting,  anti-immigrant  reaction, 
mortgage  foreclosures,  skyrocketing  gas 
prices — in  short,  the  one-sided  class 
war  waged  by  the  rulers  of  both  capitalist 
parties.  It  is  not  only  time,  but  well 
beyond  lime,  to  reverse  these  terms  of 
oppression,  to  break  the  proletariat  from 
all  bourgeois  parties  and  to  forge  a Len- 
inist vanguard  party  fighting  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  proletariat,  for  new  Octo- 
ber Revolutions.* 
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Quake... 


(continued  from  page  12) 
in  New  York  City,  and  again  levees  are’ 
bursting  all  along  the  Mississippi  and  its 
swollen  tributaries.  Meanwhile.  FKMA 
shrugs  and  admits  that  there's  no  federal 
oversight  plan  for  levees.  In  the  San  Fran- 
cisco earthquake  of  1989  damage  was 
largely  man-made — the  collapse  of  the 
upper  deck  of  the  Nimitz  Freeway's 
Cypress  Viaduct,  for  example,  which 
crushed  dozens  of  people,  was  due  to 
unreinforced  columns  popping  out  at 
poorly  designed  joints.  And  they  knew  in 
advance  that  such  designs  were  unsafe. 
The  first  reaction  of  government  authori- 
ties and  cops  was  racist  assaults  on  those 
trying  to  help  the  victims.  Blacks  and 
skilled  workers  were  shoved  aside,  and  in 
Oakland  the  cops  pulled  guns  on  rescuers 
and  accused  them  of  looting! 

The  Stalinist  Bureaucracy  and 
the  Collapsed  Schools 

Writing  for  Hong  Kong's  English- 
language  South  China  Morning  Post  (26 
May),  one  author  noted  the  contrast 
between  the  money  lavished  on  grooming 
Beijing  for  the  Olympics  with  the  situa- 
tion in  the  countryside;  “On  the  one  hand, 
the  hugely  expensive  and  strange-looking 
National  Theatre  and  the  CCTV  building 
represent  the  ultimate  examples  of  the 
government's  extravagance  and  wasteful 
spending.  On  the  other,  the  rubble  of  the 
collapsed  schools  should  serve  as  the  most 
damning  indictment  of  the  government's 
inadequate  spending  on  education.”  Fash- 
ionable architect  Rem  Koolhaus’s  soar- 
ing CCTV  building  is  certainly  a marvel 
of  steel  and  glass  engineering,  and  in  a 
nation  which  today  produces  more  steel 
and  cement  than  any  other  country,  those 
who  commission  such  a work  know  how 
to  build  a simple  country  schoolhouse  to 
safety  standards.  But  they  didn’t. 

The  Chinese  workers  state  emerged 
from  the  1949  Revolution,  which  was  led 
by  the  Chinese  Communist  Party  (CCP). 
a party  based  predominantly  on  the  peas- 
antry. Since  1949.  China  has  been  ruled 
by  a parasitic  and  nationalist  bureaucratic 
caste  committed  to  “peaceful  co-existence” 
with  world  imperialism  and  the  Stalin- 
ist dogma  of  building  “socialism  in  one 
country" — i.e..  opposition  to  international 
socialist  revolution.  Hostile  to  proletarian 
political  power  and  acting  as  a transmis- 
sion belt  for  bourgeois  ideology  into  the 
workers  state,  this  bureaucracy  nonethe- 
less derives  its  privileges  from  the  collec- 
tivized economy  of  the  workers  state.  As 
Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  stated  of 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  that  usurped 
political  power  from  the  proletariat  in  the 
USSR:  "It  continues  to  preserve  .state  prop- 
erty only  to  the  extent  ^at  it  fears  the  pro- 
letariat" {The  Revolution  Betrayed.  1937). 

The  contradictions  of  Chinese  society 
are  shown  by  the  very  existence  of  those 
schools  that  collapsed.  In  the  late  1980s 
and  1 990s,  the  central  government  ordered 
that  all  children  be  provided  with  nine 
years  of  compulsory  education — a good 
thing,  especially  in  the  poor  and  peasant 
areas  of  China.  One  of  the  gains  of  the 
1949  Revolution  was  massive  advances  in 
literacy,  which  today  stands  at  nearly  91 
percent,  compared  to  61  percent  in  India. 


However,  the  building  of  the  schools  in  the 
19K0s  and  '90s  was  in  part  to  enable  chil- 
dren to  support  their  aged  parents,  as  the 
old  guarantee  of  the  "iron  rice  bowl.”  or  a 
job  for  life  for  workers,  was  being  shat- 
tered. And  in  Stalinist  bureaucratic  fa.sh- 
ion.  the  orders  went  down  with  no  regard 
as  to  how  they  would  be  carried  out.  with 
many  rotten  buildings  the  rc.sult.  And  so. 
many  parents  lost  their  children, 

“This  is  not  a natural  disaster."  said  a 
father  whose  nine-year-old  son  died  at 
Xinjian  Primary  School  in  Dujiangyan. 
His  son's  .school  was  reduced  to  rubble 
while  another  school,  for  the  children  of 
the  elite,  was  in  such  good  condition  it 
was  being  used  as  a refugee  center.  Crum- 
bling bricks,  the  lack  of  reinforcing  steel 
rods  (rebar),  unsupported  hollow  con- 
crete slab  flooring,  concrete  with  too 
much  sand — all  well-known  safety  issues 
— were  pointed  to  by  many  as  causes  of 
the  collapse  of  buildings.  That  many  chil- 
dren'.s  lives  could  have  been  saved  was 
demonstrated  by  the  exceptional  case  of 
Sangzao  Middle  School,  whose  principal 
ran  regular  earthquake  drills  and.  more 


various  disasters.  We  oppose  the  barbaric 
death  penalty  on  principle,  in  China  as 
in  capitalist  societies.  What  is  necessary 
is  a whole  new  kind  of  government  to 
replace  the  privileged  .Stalinist  bureau- 
cratic caste.  As  Trotsky  put  it  in  The 
Revolution  Betrayed.  "It  is  not  a ques- 
tion of  substituting  one  ruling  clique  for 
another,  but  of  changing  the  very  meth- 
ods of  administering  the  economy  and 
guiding  the  culture  of  the  country.  Bureau- 
cratic autocracy  must  give  place  to  Soviet 
democracy.”  Everything  from  military 
questions  to  international  aid,  including  to 
revolutionary  struggles  abroad,  and  domes- 
tic economic  policies  can  only  be  resolved 
effectively  when  those  who  labor  decide. 

Following  the  massive  earthquake  that 
hit  ihen-Soviet  Armenia  in  December 
1 988,  we  cited  the  power  of  the  Soviet  col- 
lectivized economy,  while  also  noting  that 
shoddy  construction  and  corruption,  due  to 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  contributed  to 
building  failures.  We  wrote  in  “Bureau- 
cratic Mismanagement  Undermines  Soviet 
Planning:  Armenian  Earthquake  Disaster" 
(WV  No.  471.  17  February  1989)  on  the 


importantly,  successfully  lobbied  local 
officials  to  get  enough  money  to  widen 
and  insert  iron  rods  into  the  pillars  of  his 
school,  to  improve  balconies  and  fix 
pipes.  When  the  earthquake  hit,  all  2,323 
students  at  his  school  got  out  alive. 

On  June  1.  Children’s  Day  in  China, 
parents  at  a Xinjian  protest  wore  T-shirts 
demanding.  "Severely  punish  the  corrupted 
elements  in  the  ‘tofu  dregs’  buildings” 
(made  of  useless  materials  like  the  dregs 
left  after  making  tofu).  While  the  central 
government  in  Beijing  has  tried  to  place 
responsibility  on  local  officials  because  of 
its  policy  of  “decentralization.”  the  Sichuan 
government  denies  any  re.sponsibility  for 
the  collapse  of  shoddy  school  buildings, 
laying  all  the  blame  on  the  natural  disaster. 
But  from  the  top  down,  government  offi- 
cials knew  the  dangers;  China  is  laced  with 
fault  lines  and  this  particular  area  has  a his- 
tory of  major  catastrophic  quakes.  While 
poor  schools  collapsed,  many  elite  schools 
survived  the  quake,  and  the  military  and 
nuclear  installations  in  the  region  appear  to 
have  been  undamaged. 

Police  attempts  to  intimidate  grieving 
parents  are  reprehensible.  The  parents' 
demands  for  full  and  honest  answers  as  to 
why  their  children  died  are  just.  But  the 
underlying  problems  will  not  be  solved 
by  punishing  individual  corrupt  elements, 
especially  via  the  government's  policy  of 
regularly  executing  a few  scapegoats  for 
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broad  question  of  how  to  manage  society 
for  human  needs: 

“To  reach  an  imelhgem  resolution 
requires  drawing  technical  specialists, 
residents  of  the  region,  the  fishermen, 
the  agricultural  workers,  into  a wide- 
ranging  debate  resulting  in  a democratic 
decision.  And  if  the  decision  doesn't 
work,  constant  monitoring  by  the  pro- 
ducers themselves  will  spot  imminent 
dangers  and  contribute  to  modifications 
before  a disaster  occurs.  That  is  the 
essence  of  soviet  democracy — and  it  will 
take  a proletarian  political  revolution, 
ousting  the  bureaucracy,  to  get  it." 

Only  through  the  overthrow  of  capital- 
ist class  rule  internationally,  particularly  in 
the  imperialist  centers  of  North  America, 
West  Europe  and  Japan,  can  the  all-round 
modernization  of  China  be  achieved  as 
part  of  a socialist  Asia.  To  go  forward  to  a 
society  in  which  everyone  is  well-housed, 
in  which  food  lines  disappear,  in  which 
a socialist  future  is  genuinely  assured, 
requires  an  international  division  of  labor 
based  on  worldwide  socialist  planning.  It 
is  to  provide  the  necessary  leadership  for 
the  proletariat  in  these  struggles  that  the 
International  Communist  League  seeks  to 
reforge  Trotsky's  Fourth  International — 
the  world  parly  of  socialist  revolution. 

U.S.  Reformists  Oppose 
Proletarian  Dictatorship 

The  reaction  of  the  reformist  left  in  the 
U.S.  to  the  Chinese  earthquake  reveals 
their  hostility  to  the  need  for  world  social- 
ist revolution  to  create  a communist  soci- 
ety based  on  material  plenty  for  all. 
Whether  anti-Communisi  or  pro-Stalinist. 
they  are  all  deeply  committed  to  sucking 
up  to  the  bourgeois  Democratic  Party — 
which  is  in  the  forefront  of  China-bashing 
— either  directly  or  through  the  capitalist 
Green  Party. 

The  newspaper  of  the  reformist,  pro- 
Sialinist  Workers  World  Party  focused 
almost  exclusively  on  the  rescue  efforts,  as 
did  its  split-off.  the  Party  for  Socialism  and 
Liberation,  and  both  of  them  completely 
disappeared  the  protests  by  the  grieving 
parents.  Workerx  World  (L5  June)  white- 
washed any  central  governmental  resptm- 
sihility  for  the  collapsed  buildings,  claiming 
“building  codes  in  effect  did  not  anticipate 
a quake  of  this  enormous  magnitude”  and 
soothingly  saying,  "a  government  commis- 
sion has  been  set  up"  to  investigate. 

Weighing  in  from  another  reformist 


direction,  the  eccentric.  Maoist  Revolu- 
tionary Communist  Party  (RCP)  wrote  in 
"The  Capitalist  Ground  Shaken  by  the 
Earthquake  in  China"  (/^evYi/nriVin.  1 June) 
that  "since  the  reactionary  coup  led  by 
Deng  Xiaoping  after  Mao  Tsetung's  death 
in  1976.  China  has  been  a capitalist 
country,  dependent  on  and  subordinate  to 
global  imperialism.  And  some  stark  things 
about  the  exploitative  and  oppressive  nature 
of  capitalist  China  have  been  revealed  in 
the  aftermath  of  this  devastating  earth- 
quake." This  false  line  is  a justification 
for  their  opposition  to  defending  China 
against  counterrevolutionaries  who  want 
to  overthrow  the  workers  state — as  their 
references  to  China's  "reactionary  regime" 
and  "brutal  repression  in  Tibet"  and  the 
Olympic  torch  protests  make  clear. 

It  also  hides  the  fact  that  when  an  even 
more  devastating  earthquake  occurred  in 
Tangshan  in  July  1976.  while  Mao  was 
still  alive,  the  bureaucracy's  response  was 
so  bad  that  it  is  still  recalled  with  great 
bitterness  in  China  today:  international 
aid  was  refused  and  attempts  were  made 
to  cover  up  the  scale  of  the  disaster,  in 
which  at  least  240,000  died,  in  a country 
then  far  more  backward  and  still  suffer- 
ing from  the  disruptions  of  the  Maoist 
bureaucratic  faction’s  "Great  Proletarian 
Cultural  Revolution." 

Contrary  to  the  RCP's  myths,  the 
world’s  most  populous  country  did  not 
turn  capitalist  overnight  with  the  death  of 
one  man.  The  economic  autarky  of  Mao 
and  the  “market  reforms”  of  Deng  are  in 
fact  two  sides  of  the  same  coin.  While 
economic  penetration  by  the  imperialists 
has  enormously  strengthened  the  forces 
for  internal  counterrevolution,  capitalists 
in  China  are  still  prevented  from  organ-* 
izing  themselves  politically  and  vying 
for  power.  The  core  sectors  of  the  in- 
dustrial economy  remain  collectivized 
and  the  banking  system  remains  effec- 
tively state-owned.  Meanwhile,  economic 
development  has  created  a new.  huge 
proletariat,  drawing  in  many  former  peas- 
ants to  the  cities.  There  have  been  wide- 
spread worker  protests  against  layoffs 
from  state-owned  enterprises,  unpaid  wages, 
pensions  and  benefits,  and  similar  abuses, 
while  the  countryside  is  rife  with  angry 
protests  by  peasants,  frequently  involving 
violent  clashes  with  the  police.  The  mul- 
tiple explosive  social  tensions  of  Chinese 
society  will  at  some  point  shatter  the  polit- 
ical structure  of  the  ruling  bureaucratic 
caste.  And  when  that  happens,  China’s 
fate  will  be  starkly  posed:  either  prole- 
tarian political  revolution  to  open  the  road 
to  socialism,  or  a return  to  capitalist 
enslavement  and  imperialist  subjugation. 

China  and  the  other  bureaucratically 
deformed  workers  states  of  Viemam,  NorUi 
Korea  and  Cuba  wrenched  their  societies 
out  of  the  grip  of  capitalism.  As  part  of 
our  struggle  to  defend  and  extend  the  gains 
of  these  societies,  we  fight  for  workers 
political  revolution  in  the  deformed  work- 
ers states  and  for  international  socialist 
revolution  to  sweep  away  the  bloody 
capitalist-imperialist  system,  putting  con- 
trol of  the  earth’s  resources  in  the  hands  of 
the  international  proletariat.  For  Uncondi- 
tional Military  Defense  of  China!  For 
Workers  Political  Revolution!  m 
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The  Sichuan  Quake 


and  the  Contradictions  of  the 
Chinese  Bureaucratically  Deformed 

Workers  State 


Left:  People’s  Uberatlon  Army  troops  enter  devastated  city  of  Beichuan  in  Sichuan  Province,  part  of  mass  mobilization  of  soldiers  and  resources  in  relief  effort  following 
Sichuan  quake.  Right:  Primary  school  in  Dujiangyan  was  destroyed  because  of  shoddy  construction,  while  surrounding  buildings  for  the  elite  were  barely  damaged. 


The  earthquake  that  hit  China's  Sichuan 
Province  on  May  12  was  a huge  natural 
disaster,  leaving  some  80.000  dead  or 
missing,  including  up  to  10.000  children 
killed  by  collapsing  schools,  and  up  to 
five  million  people  homeless.  The  quake 
occurred  in  the  fault  region  where  the 
Indian  and  Eurasian  tectonic  plates  col- 
lide. forcing  up  the  Himalaya  Mountains 
and  causing  periodic  earthquakes  from 
Afghanistan  to  China,  It  was  an  "extreme 
earthquake."  as  one  seismologist  put  it. 
registering  8.0  on  the  Richter  scale 
according  to  the  Chinese  Seismological 
Bureau.  This  is  over  32  times  stronger  in 
terms  of  energy  released  and  ten  times 
stronger  in  terms  of  ground-shaking  than 
the  1989  San  Francisco-Oakland  earth- 
quake, The  Sichuan  quake’s  shallow  epi- 
center caused  severe  side-to-side  shaking, 
the  worst  kind  of  quake  impact  for  even 
well-built  structures. 

The  massive  relief  efforts  by  China’s 
People’s  Liberation  Army  (PLA)  and  the 
gigantic  amounts  of  rebuilding  aid  by 
the  state-owned  economic  .sector  have 
impressed  the  entire  world,  showing  the 
power  of  the  collectivized  economy.  At 
the  same  time,  the  agony  and  fury  of  par- 
ents over  the  shoddily  built  schools  that 
collapsed  and  crushed  thousands  of  chil- 
dren expose  the  deep  contradictions  of 
China  today,  a wdrkers  state  bureaucrati- 
cally deformed  by  the  rule  of  a Stalin- 
ist caste.  Its  neglect  and  indifference 
to  well-known  construction  standards 
in  Sichuan,  a mountainous  region  in 
southwestern  China,  are  responsible  for 
the  deaths  of  many  poor  workers  and 
peasants.  The  situation  cries  out  for  cen- 
tralized planning  under  workers  democ- 
racy. a government  of  workers  and  peas- 
ants councils.  This  requires  sweeping 


away  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  through 
working-class  political  revolution,  which 
must  be  based  on  the  unconditional  mili- 
tary defense  of  the  Chinese  workers 
state  against  imperialism  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution. 

China’s  Disaster  Relief:  Power 
of  Collectivized  Economy 

Attempts  by  the  reactionary  Falun  Gong 
to  claim  the  earthquake  was  punishment  to 
the  Chinese  Communist  Party  backfired. 
The  CIA-inspired  "Free  Tibet"  crowd,  too, 
lost  momentum  as  it  was  clear  that  the  res- 
cue efforts  of  the  PLA  in  Aba  Prefecture, 
which  governs  13  counties  including  Wen- 
chuan.  the  quake’s  epicenter,  were  devoted 
to  everyone,  including  Tibetans  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Qiang  ethnic  group.  We  oppose 
the  "Free  Tibet"  movement  and  its  recent 


protests  as  reactionary.  anti-Communist 
and  counterrevolutionary.  While  opposing 
the  Chinese  bureaucracy’s  Han  chauvin- 
ism, we  recognize  that  Tibet  has  qualita- 
tively benefited  from  the  technological 
progress  made  possible  by  its  inclusion  in 
the  Chinese  workers  state. 

Speaking  of  the  Chinese  government’s 
response  to  the  quake,  the  London  Finan- 
cial Times  (6  June)  admitted:  "With  its 
centralized  power  structure  and  ability  to 
mobilise  resources,  the  autocratic  govern- 
ment excels  at  disaster  relief  operations." 
In  fact,  this  is  because  China  is  a workers 
state  with  a collectivized  economy,  not 
because  it’s  "autocratic."  A comparison  to 
the  devastating  Cyclone  Nargis  that  hit 
Myanmar  (Burma)  early  in  May.  leaving 
some  84.500  dead,  proves  this.  Today, 
some  55.000  are  still  missing,  as  Myan- 


mar’s military  dictatorship  left  bodies  to 
rot  for  weeks. 

In  China,  the  quake  region  is  known 
as  “the  front."  and  the  whole  country  is 
mobilized  to  participate  in  relief  efforts. 
The  Financial  Times  outlined  China's  re- 
building plans:  over  one  million  prefabri- 
cated houses  will  be  built  in  three  months 
for  the  earthquake  survivors.  Food  and 
shelter  will  be  provided  for  five  million 
homeles.s  people,  and  whole  flattened 
towns  and  cities  will  be  rebuilt  or  relo- 
cated. Hundreds  of  state-owned  factories 
have  been  commandeered  to  produce  the 
houses,  and  big  state  companies  like 
Baosteei  have  been  ordered  to  increase 
output  of  materials  needed. 

Contrast  this  to  the  U.S.  capitalist  rul- 
ers' racist,  anti-working-class  treatment 
of  the  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Almost  three  years  ago  in  New  Orleans, 
water  from  broken  levees  poured  into  the 
city  for  two  days  before  any  significant 
action  was  taken  to  stem  the  tide,  while 
tens  of  thousands  of  poor  and  black  peo- 
ple were  trapped.  The  government — 
including  the  city  and  state  Democratic 
Party  administrations  as  well  as  the  Re- 
publicans in  the  White  House — blamed 
the  victims,  demonizing  an  entire  popula- 
tion. brought  in  the  National  Guard  to 
intimidate  people  trying  to  help  them- 
selves. and  dispersed  the  city’s  occupants 
to  the  four  winds.  As  much  as  a third  of 
New  Orleans'  population  is  still  gone, 
while  hard-hit  St.  Bernard  Parish  has  less 
than  half  Us  people  back.  To  this  day.  the 
levees  have  not  been  adequately  rebuilt. 

Across  the  U.S.,  systematic  deindus- 
trialization and  lack  of  investment  have 
resulted  in  a rotting  infrastructure;  bridges 
collapse  in  the  Midwest,  cranes  topple 
continued  on  page  II 


I • • ^ ^ Fukada/NY  Times 

Local  leader  of  Communist  Party  in  Mianzhu  begs  enraged  parents  of 
earthquake  victims  to  stop  their  protest.  The  parents  continued  their  march. 
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Hands  Off  Iran! 

U.S.  Imperialists  Out  of 
Afghanistan,  Iraq! 

Obama  Vows  to  Send  10,000  More  Troops  to  Afghanistan 
Break  with  the  Oemocrats!  For  a Workers  Party! 


Left:  Democratic  Party  presidential  contender  Barack  Obama  with  Afghan  president  Hamid  Karzai  in  Kabul,  July  20. 
U.S.  Marines  in  Afghanistan’s  Helmand  Province  break  down  house  doors  in  early  July.  Below:  U.S.  air  strikes  in  June 
near  Pakistan-Afghanistan  border  killed  eleven  people. 


Reuters 


As  he  prepared  for  his  recent  trip 
abroad.  Barack  Obama  fleshed  out  his 
plan  to  remodel  the  U.S.  imperialist  pres- 
ence in  the  Near  East  region.  In  a July  14 
New  York  Times  op-ed  piece,  the  pre- 
sumptive Democratic  presidential  candi- 
date called  for  “redeploying”  troops  from 
Iraq  while  maintaining  "a  residual  force" 
in  that  country  that  could  total  as  many  as 
50.000  troops.  He  also  called  for  dis- 
patching two  U.S.  combat  brigades — as 
many  as  1 0,000  soldiers — to  Afghanistan, 
in  addition  to  the  32.000  U.S.  troops 
already  there.  In  his  July  24  speech  before 
an  enormous  crowd  in  Berlin,  Obama 
appealed  to  the  European  powers  to  send 
more  troops  to  Afghanistan,  declaring: 
“America  cannot  do  this  alone."  By  all 
indications.  Obama’s  trip  achieved  its 
purpose;  demonstrating  that,  as  president, 
he  would  be  quite  effective  in  furthering 
the  interests  of  U.S.  imperialism. 

If  in  racist,  capitalist  America  a black 
man  were  elected  president  it  would  still 
do  nothing  to  change  the  fundamental 
conditions  of  working  people,  blacks, 
women  and  the  oppressed.  Working  peo- 
ple need  a party  that  fights  for  their  class 
interests,  a workers  party  committed  to 
sweeping  away  the  murderous  imperialist 
order  through  socialist  revolution.  As 
Trotskyists  (i.e..  genuine  Marxists),  we 
fight  for  the  political  independence  of  the 
working  class  from  the  capitalist  class 
enemy.  We  take  a principled  stand  of 
never  voting  for.  or  otherwise  extending 
any  political  support  to,  any  capitalist 
politician — Democrat,  Republican,  Green 
or  “Independent."  Nor  would  we  run  for 
executive  office — president,  governor  or 
mayor — ourselves.  In  the  U.S..  the  presi- 
dent is  the  top  cop  responsible  for  the 
most  massive  military  power  in  history 
and  for  the  domestic  machinery  of  repres- 
sion that  maintains  social  oppression  and 
exploitation.  As  we  wrote: 

“Obama  simply  seeks  to  become  the 
overseer  for  the  whole  plantaljon.  The 
class  he  serves  is  a reactionary  gendarme 
internationally  and  the  enemy  of  the 
multiracial  proletariat  and  oppressed 
masses  ’at  home.'  not  least  since  the 
counterrevolutionary  destruction  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  which  left  Washington  less 
restrained  in  its  machinations." 

— “Obama's  Speech: 

‘National  Unity'  in  Service  of 
U.S.  Impenalism — Break  with 
Democratic  Party  of  War 
and  Racism!"  (WV  No.  911. 

28  March) 


Down  With  U.S.  Imperialism! 

Obama’s  trip  look  place  at  a time  when 
the  situation  facing  U.S./NATO  forces  in 
Afghanistan  had  become,  as  he  put  it, 
“precarious  and  urgent."  June  was  the  dead- 
liest month  for  U.S.  troops  in  Afghanistan 
since  the  war  began  in  late  2001.  a result 
of  what  U.S.  commanders  say  is  a 40  per- 
cent increase  over  last  year  in  insurgent 
attacks.  Republican  and  Democratic  politi- 
cians nowadays  like  to  rail  against  Islamic 
fundamentalism.  But  not  so  long  ago,  the 
U.S.  bourgeoisie,  including  the  liberals 
who  were  tailed  by  most  of  the  left,  her- 
alded Islamic  reactionaries  as  “freedom 
fighters."  as  the  CIA  doled  out  billions  to 
the  mujahedin  fighting  the  Soviet  Army  in 
Afghanistan  in  the  1980s.  This  was  the 
largest  covert  operation  in  CIA  history, 
and  included  aid  to  Osama  bin  Laden,  who 
would  later  turn  on  his  former  masters. 

In  mid-July.  U.S.  troops  abandoned  a 
military  outpost  in  eastern  Afghanistan 
after  some  200  insurgents  almost  overran 
it.  killing  nine  U.S.  soldiers.  It  was  the 
deadliest  one-day  loss  for  U.S.  forces  in 
Afghanistan  in  the  past  three  years.  U.S. 
commanders  in  Afghanistan  have  sought 
to  counter  the  push  by  insurgents  with 
stepped  up  airsirikes.  causing  a skyrock- 
eting number  of  civilian  deaths.  Accord- 
ing to  Afghan  officials,  more  than  70 
civilians  have  been  "mistakenly”  targeted 
by  U.S.  bombs  and  missiles  in  July  alone. 
Among  them  were  at  least  47  people  in 
eastern  Afghanistan,  mostly  women  and 


children,  who  were  killed  as  they  traveled 
to  a wedding  party. 

Meanwhile,  in  recent  months.  U.S. 
forces  have  curried  out  a number  of  air- 
stnkes,  often  with  the  approval  of  the 
Pakistani  military-backed  regime,  within 
Pakistan  itself.  This  is  similar  to  the 
policy  of  U.S.  military  incursions  into 
Pakistan’s  western  tribal  regions  that  is 
advocated  by  Obama.  On  May  14.  a Pred- 
ator drone  hit  the  village  of  Damadola 
near  the  Afghan  border,  killing  more  than 
a dozen  people.  On  June  10.  U.S.  planes 
hit  a Pakistani  border  post,  kilting  eleven 
soldiers.  Many  enraged  Pakistani  mili- 
tary commanders  saw  that  U.S.  attack  as 


a deliberate  act  intended  to  “punish" 
Pakistan  for  not  preventing  insurgents 
from  crossing  into  Afghanistan. 

The  Afghanistan  war.  which  was 
embraced  by  liberals  as  a "just"  response 
to  the  September  1 1 terror  attacks,  has 
meant  continued  brutal  oppression  of 
women  as  well  as  warfare  among  the 
various  tribal  warlords.  Afghanistan's 
imperialist  overseers  brokered  a constitu- 
tion that  effectively  enshrined  Islamic 
fundamentalist  sharia  law.  while  in  Iraq 
Islamic  clerics  are  granted  authority  to 
strike  down  "un-Islamic"  laws. 

The  Spartacist  League,  U.S.  section 
continued  on  page  9 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 

Thirty  Years  After 

We  Will  Not  Forget 
Racist  Police  Assault 
on  Philly  MOVE 


In  vendetta  against  MOVE,  nearly  600  cops  besieged  their  Powelton  Village 
commune  In  1978. 


Free  the  MOVE  Prisoners! 


August  8 marks  the  30th  anniversary  of 
the  police's  violent  assault  on  the  inter- 
racial MOVE  commune  in  Philadelphia's 
Powelton  Village  neighborhood.  For  some 
30  years,  MOVE  members  have  been  in 
prison  for  the  "crime”  of  surviving  the 
police  attack.  Seven  of  the  eight  surviv- 
ing MOVE  prisoners  were  denied  parole 
earlier  this  year. 

A massive  police  offensive  against 
MOVE,  a radical  back-to-nature  group 
that  proclaimed  its  right  of  armed  self- 
defense.  had  started  in  May  1977,  with  15 


months  of  round-the-clock  surveillance. 
In  March  1978,  police  launched  a full- 
scale  siege,  sealing  off  a four-block  area 
with  eight-foot-high  fences  and  cutting 
offgas  and  water  lines  to  MOVE'S  house. 
At  6 a.m.  on  that  August  day,  an  army  of 
600  cops  surrounded  the  house  to  evict  its 
defenseless  residents.  After  bringing  in  a 


bulldozer  to  rip  down  a stockade  fence 
around  the  house  and  using  a crane  as  a 
battering  ram  to  break  down  boarded  win- 
dows. the  cops  used  smoke  bombs  and 
"deluge  guns"  to  drive  out  MOVE  mem- 
bers and  their  children. 

After  a single  gunshot  was  heard,  the 
police  blasted  thousands  of  rounds  of 


ammunition  into  the  home.  The  cops'  fusil- 
lade was  so  intense  that  one  of  their  offi- 
cers, James  Ramp,  was  killed  in  their  own 
cross  fire.  Though  cops  claimed  the  origi- 
nal gunshot  came  from  the  MOVE  house, 
witnesses,  including  a reporter  for  KYW 
radio,  identified  the  gunfire  as  coming 
from  a building  behind  the  police  lines. 
When  the  adults  emerged  from  the  gun- 
fire, police  publicly  beat,  dragged,  kicked 
and  stomped  nearly  to  death  a shirt- 
less  Delbert  Africa.  The  outrage  sparked 
continued  on  page  5 


For  a Ciass-Struggle 
Workers  Party! 

In  1948  Henry  Wallace's  "third  party" 
presidential  candidacy  was  discussed  in  the 
then-Troiskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP), 
with  some  elements  wanting  to  support  his 
bourgeois  Progressive  Party  campaign.  SWP 
leader  James  P.  Cannon 's  report  laid  out  the 
fundamental  Marxist  criteria  for  assessing 
the  class  character  of  a party,  criteria  we 
uphold  today  in  opposing  the  capitalist  "third 
party"  Greens  and  their  left-liberal  presi-  LENIN 

dential  candidate  Cynthia  McKinney,  who  is 
hailed  by  reformist  leftists. 

The  Wallace  party  must  be  opposed  and  denounced  by  every  class  criterion.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  programmatically  completely  bourgeois,  as  ail  the  comrades  have  rec- 
' ognized.  Its  differences  with  the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties  are  purely  tactical. 
There  is  not  a trace  of  a principled  difference  anywhere.  And  by  principled  difference  I 
mean  a class  difference.... 

It  would  be  very,  very  bad  and  demoralizing  if  we  would  allow  for  a moment  the 
anti-war  demagogy  of  Wallace  to  be  taken  by  any  member  of  our  party  as  something 
preferable  to  the  blatant  aggressiveness  of  Truman  and  Marshall.  That  would  be  nothing 
less  than  the  preparation  of  the  minds  of  party  members  for  "lesser  evil"  politics — 
based  on  the  theory  that  one  kind  of  capitalist  tactics  in  the  expansion  of  American 
imperialism  is  preferable  to  another,  and  that  the  workers  should  intervene  to  support 
one  against  the  other.... 

The  class  character  of  the  party  is  determined  first  by  its  program;  secondly  by  its 
actual  policy  in  practice;  and  thirdly  by  its  composition  and  control.  The  Wallace  party 
is  bourgeois  on  all  these  counts;  by  its  program,  its  policy  and  practice,  its  composition 
and  control.... 

Wallace  is  the,  as  yet,  unacknowledged,  candidate  for  the  role  of  diverting  the  work- 
ers’ movement  for  independent  political  action  into  the  channel  of  bourgeois  politics 
dressed  up  with  radical  demagogy  which  costs  nothing.  That  is  what  we  have  to  say. 
and  that’s  what  we  have  to  fight — vigorously  and  openly,  and  with  no  qualifications 
at  all.  We  have  to  be  100%  anti-Wallaceites.  We  have  to  stir  up  the  workers  against 
this  imposter,  and  explain  to  them  that  they  will  never  get  a party  of  their  own  by 
accepting  substitutes. 

— ^James  P.  Cannon,  “Election  Policy  in  1948"  (February  1948) 
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Letters 


On  the  Kennedys’ 
Vendetta 
Against  Hoffa 

15  June  2008 
Brooklyn.  NY 

To  the  editor: 

In  the  article  "Reinstate  Freightliner 
Five  Now!”  (WV  No.  915,  23  May),  we 
write;  'The  1989  RICO-inspired  govern- 
ment takeover  of  the  powerful  Teamsters 
was  the  culmination  of  a decades-long 
union-busting  vendetta  by  the  Feds,  be- 
ginning in  the  1960s  with  Democrat  Robert 
Kennedy,  against  the  union  and  James 
Hoffa  Sr.”  While  Hoffa  was  jailed  in  the 
1960s,  the  government  vendetta  against 
the  Teamsters  began  earlier.  In  1957 
Teamster  president  Dave  Beck  met  his 
downfall  before  the  Senate’s  McClellan 
Committee  investigation  of  labor  "racket- 
eering,” Hoffa  was  next.  As  we  wrote 
in  'The  Hoffa  Myth"  (WV  No.  76.  12 
September  1975):  "Beginning  in  the  late 
1950's  Hoffa  became  the  object  of  a 
massive  government  vendetta,  with  five 
criminal  proceedings  in  seven  years,  most 
of  them  braintrusted  by  Robert  Kennedy, 
first  as  counsel  to  the  McClellan  subcom- 


Bettmann 


1958:  Teamsters  leader  Jimmy  Hoffa 
faces  Robert  F.  Kennedy  (left)  at  meet- 
ing of  Senate  committee  on  labor 
“racketeering." 

mittee  and  later  as  U.S.  Attorney  General.” 

Paul  C. 

P.S.:  The  liberal  icon  Robert  Kennedy 
also  had  close  ties  to  the  anti-communist 
witchhunter  Joseph  McCarthy,  who  hired 
Kennedy  as  assistant  counsel  to  his  Sen- 
ate committee,  the  counterpart  to  HUAC 
(House  Un-American  Activities  Commit- 
tee). Robert  Kennedy  even  made  McCar- 
thy godfather  to  his  first  child. 


On  Age  of 
Adulthood 

19  June  2008 

Dear  Workers  Vanguard. 

I really  enjoyed  the  WV  No.  916  article 
on  the  state  abduction  of  the  children  of 
Eldorado  Mormons,  especially  the  con- 
nection between  the  rights  of  the  Mormons 
to  their  private  lives  and  that  of  gays. 

However  the  article  leaves  itself  open  to 
misinterpretation  when  it  raises  the  demand 
"for  significantly  lowering  the  ‘age  of  adult- 
hood’.” I believe  wh^  you  mean  to  say  is 
that  kids  should  be  able  to  emancipate 
themselves  both  practically  (through  access 
to  union  jobs,  education,  housing,  etc.)  and 
legally  (through  laws  that  allow  teens  to 
separate  themselves  from  their  parents). 

The  problem  is  that  the  article  doesn’t 
make  this  clear.  "Age  of  adulthood"  does 


not.  for  example,  mean  the  age  one 
should  be  tried  in  a court  of  law  as  an 
adult,  which  the  ruling  class  increasingly 
uses  as  a club  against  poor,  working-class 
and  minority  youth.  Nor  does  it  mean  the 
age  at  which  one  can  consent  to  sex.  As 
communists  we  believe  in  effective  con- 
sent and  not  allowing  the  state  to  set  any 
arbitrary  age  at  which  someone  can  make 
choices  about  their  bodies. 

These  are  complicated  Issues.  However 
the  principles  are  clear:  1)  The  blood- 
drenched  capitalist  state  will  never  have 
any  interest  in  protecting  youth  or  women, 
and  should  not  interfere  in  people’s  pri- 
vate affairs  regardless  of  age.  race,  sexual 
orientation  or  religion.  2)  The  economic 
foundation  for  the  liberation  of  women 
and  youth  needs  to  be  fought  for  and  ulti- 
mately can  only  be  won  through  the  over- 
throw of  capitalist  society. 

Comradely. 

Ken  R, 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


From  the  Archives  of  SPARTACJST 


On  Bourgeois  “Third  Parties” 

and  the  1948 
Henry  Waiiace  Campaign 


The  following  article,  originally  titled 
"Henry  Wallace  and  Gideon's  Army.”  is  re- 
printed from  Spanadst  No.  7 (Septcmber- 
October  1966).  The  article  is  about  Wal- 
lace's 1948  Progressive  Party  presidential 
campaign.  In  the  current  election  year,  the 
"third  party"  capitalist  Greens  have  nomi- 
nated former  Georgia  Democratic  Party 
Congresswoman  Cynthia  McKinney  as 
their  presidential  candidate.  The  parallels 
between  Wallace  and  McKinney  are  strik- 
ing; the  candidates'  rousing  talk  of  "peace.” 
"justice"  and  a better  deal  for  the  little 
people  is  meant  to  corral  dissatisfaction 
with  the  two  main  bourgeois  parties  into 
yet  another  capitalist  electoral  vehicle. 
Our  forebears  in  the  then-revolutionary 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  in  1948 
gave  no  political  support  to  Wallace. 
Today,  in  contrast  to  reformist  groups  like 
Workers  World  Party,  which  has  endorsed 
McKinney,  we  give  no  political  support 
to  the  Green/McKinney  "Power  to  the 
People”  campaign.  It  represents  no  break 
with  bourgeois  politics. 

Nor.  as  Marxists,  would  we  run  for 
executive  office — such  as  mayor,  gov- 
ernor or  president — ourselves,  although 
Marxists  have  and  can  run  for  parliamen- 
tary office  as  a tactic  to  propagate  our 
revolutionary  program  and  as  part  of  the 
struggle  to  imbue  the  working  class  with 
the  understanding  that  the  capitalist  order, 
including  its  parliamentary  facade,  must 
be  overthrown  through  socialist  revolu- 
tion. As  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels 
taught  long  ago,  the  capitalist  government 
is  the  executive  committee  that  manages 
the  common  affairs  of  the  capitalist  class 
as  a whole.  In  the  U.S..  the  president 
is  the  chief  executive  responsible  for 
the  most  massive  military  power  in  his- 
tory and  for  the  domestic  machinery  of 
repression  that  maintains  social  oppres- 
sion and  exploitation.  To  run  for  execu- 
tive office  means  to  aspire  to  be  the  next 
Commander-in-Chief  who  decides  who 
gets  tortured,  who  gets  bombed,  who  gets 
invaded  (see  Spartad.si  (English-language 
editionl  No.  60,  Autumn  2007). 

As  we  pointed  out  in  Spariacisf  No.  7*s 
front-page  article,  "1966  Elections.”  to 
which  the  Wallace  piece  was  a compan- 
ion. "In  sum,  independent  campaigns 
must  not  only  break  with  the  Democratic 
Party,  but  must  break  with  the  system  of 
bourgeois  rule,  and  aim  toward  arousing 
the  working  class  from  its  present  passive 
allegiance  to  that  system."  The  1 966  mid- 
term elections,  two  years  after  Democrat 
Lyndon  Johnson's  1964  landslide  victory 
against  Barry  ("In  your  guts,  you  know 


he's  nuts")  Goldwater,  saw  growing 
opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War  and  recog- 
nition that  the  Democratic  Party  was.  as 
we  wrote,  “the  favored  tool  of  those  forces 
which  are  committed  to  maintaining  Ameri- 
can capitalist  hegemony  throughout  the 
world.”  In  sorting  out  the  various  forces 
running  "independent”  candidacies,  we 
relied  on  the  working-class  Marxist  analy- 
sis developed  in  part  by  James  P.  Cannon, 
the  founding  leader  of  American  Trotsky- 
ism. and  the  SWP. 

• * * 

In  late  1947,  Henry  A.  Wallace  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  run  for  the 
presidency  of  the  U.S.  as  an  anti-war.  pro- 
labor candidate.  Wallace  had  been  secre- 


tary of  agriculture,  vice  president  and 
secretary  of  commerce,  all  under  Frank- 
lin D.  Roosevelt,  capitalism's  phony 
champion  of  the  working  man.  But  for  the 
1948  campaign  Wallace  ran  at  the  head  of 
the  new  I^ogressive  Party,  a third  party 
challenge  to  the  two  established  capitalist 
"front  groups." 

During  1946  and  early  1947,  old-line 


New  Dealers  and  some  Democratic  poli- 
ticians; CIO  President  Philip  Muiray.  left- 
dominated  unions  in  the  CIO  and  organi- 
zations based  on  the  CIO;  and  the 
Communist  Party  (CP]  had  all  shown  an 
interest  in  such  a third  party.  How- 
ever by  December  1947.  the  first  two 
groupings,  partially  under  the  pressures  of 
a growing  red  scare,  had  almost  all 
retreated  to  the  Democratic  Party.  Only 
the  CP  and  groupings  closely  allied  to 
it  gave  any  substantial  support  after  the 
end  of  1947.  The  nature  of  that  support 
can  be  seen  by  the  continuing  withdrawals 
throughout  the  campaign  by  Stalinist- 
led  unions  confronted  by  CIO  pressure, 
and  by  the  composition  of  the  Progres- 
sive Citizens  of  America,  a largely  petty- 


bourgeois  CP  front  group,  a good  section 
of  which  later  formed  the  Americans  for 
Democratic  Action.  Wallace,  with  his 
announcement,  initiated  not  a wide-based 
movement  but  a petty-bourgeois  "Gideon's 
Army,”  captained  by  Stalinists. 

The  Messiah  Movement 

The  nature  of  the  third  party  campaign 
waged  by  Wallace  is  accurately  indicated 
in  that  •term.  Wallace  himself  relished  the 
designation  and  seemed  eager  to  por- 
tray himself  as  a latter-day  Gideon.  His 
appearances  were  accompanied  by  gospel 
singers,  trumpets  and  a revivalist  camp 
atmosphere.  He  campaigned  on  the  basis 
of  peace  among  nations,  brotherhood 
among  men  and  justice  for  all.  Rather 
than  use  the  first  campaign  of  a new 
nation-wide  party  as  a means  for  raising 
the  consciousness  of  the  working  class. 
Wallace  accepted  the  role  of  a messiah. 
come  to  save  the  American  people. 

Just  before  the  election.  Wallace  pro- 
claimed that  the  Progressive  Parly  could 
count  many  victories:  a third  party  had 
been  put  on  the  ballot  in  45  slates;  more- 
over. his  campaign  had  slowed  the  "cold 
war."  given  pause  to  the  assault  on  civil 
rights  and  eliminated  the  possibility  of 
a witch  hunt. 
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The  rejoinders  to  Wallace’s  claims  are 
today  obvious,  but  they  need  to  be  made 
because  the  type  of  victories  which  Wal- 
lace claimed  are  the  same  type  that  many 
peace  and  independent  candidates  seek 
today.  Where  is  that  third  parly  today? 
What  use.  other  than  electoral,  was  made 
of  the  more  than  a million  voters  who  sup- 
ported Wallace?  If  the  "cold  war"  has 
slowed,  it  has  slowed  only  to  be  replaced 
by  a series  of  U.S.  maneuvered  hot  wars 
and  CIA-run  counter  revolutions,  most 
aided  by  the  treacherous  role  of  Stalinist 
parties.  As  for  the  last  two  claims,  one 
need  point  only  to  the  continuing  police 
assaults  on  Harlem,  Watts.  Chicago. 
Cleveland  and  East  New  York  and  to  the 
McCarthy  period,  followed  by  the  HUAC 
period,  followed  by  the  Epion  "trial.” 
(Epton.  a leftist  activist  who  at  that  lime 
was  in  the  Progressive  Labor  Party,  was 
the  first  person  in  New  York  State  since  the 
1919  "red  scare"  to  be  convicted  of  "crimi- 
nal anarchy"  for  his  courageous  elforts  to 
provide  leadership  and  organization  to  the 
besieged  black  masses  during  the  1964 
Harlem  police  riot.  See  "In  Memory  of 
Bill  Epton."  VWNo.  781.  17  May  2002.) 

Role  of  the  Guardian 

The  totally  capitalist  nature  of  Wal- 
lace's third  party  can  be  seen  by  reading 
the  early  issues  of  the  National  Guardian 
and  by  comparing  the  specific  items  of 
Wallace's  platform  to  those  in  any  Dem- 
ocratic Party  platform. 

The  National  Guardian  began  publi- 
cation in  October  1948.  primarily  as  the 
propaganda  organ  for  the  Wallace  cam- 
paign. Its  very  first  issue  (18  October 
1948)  proclaimed; 

"Thi.s  editorial  point  of  view  will  be  a 
continuation  and  development  of  the 
progressive  tradition  set  in  our  time  by 
Franklin  D Roosevelt... 

"We  conceive  the  progressive  tradition 
to  be  represented  today  by  Henry  A. 
Wallace.. 

"We  believe,  with  FDR  and  Henry  Wal- 
lace. in  expanding  freedoms  and  living 
standards  for  all  peoples  as  the  essential 
foundation  of  a world  at  peace. 

"We  believe,  with  FDR  and  Henry  Wal- 
lace. that  peace  can  be  secured  only 
by  seeking  areas  of  agreement  among 
nations,  rather  than  seeking  areas  of 
disagreement." 

The  high-blown  rhetoric  cannot  con- 
ceal thrtfe  basic  fallacies  in  those  few  sen- 
tences; that  FDR,  capitalism's  front  man 
par  excellence,  was  in  reality  the  advo- 
cate for  the  working  man;  that  capitalism, 
continued  on  page  I / 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard  skips 
alternate  issues  In 
June,  July  and  August. 
Our  next  issue  will 
be  dated  August  29. 


SPARTACJST  Bound  Volumes 


Spartacist  (English  edition) 

Volume  1 ; Issues  1 to  20. 

February  1964-July  1971  (out  of  print)* 
Volume  2'  Issues  21  to  30. 

Autumn  1972-Autumn  1980  (out  of  print)* 
Volume  3:  Issues  31  to  40. 

Summer  1981-Summer  1987* 

Volume  4 Issues  41  -42  to  47-48, 

Winter  1987-88-Winter  1992-93 


Spartacist  (German  edition) 

Volume  1 : Issues  1 to  10. 

Spring  1974-Wlnter  1981-82* 
Volume  2:  Issues  11  to  18, 

Winter  1983-84-Spring  1997 

Spartacist  (French  edition) 

Volume  1 : Issues  1 to  14, 

May  1972-December  1977 


Price  per  volume  (includes  postage)  US$30 
All  volumes  are  indexed.  Discounts  available  for  larger  orders  of 
any  combination  of  bound  volumes;  4 to  10  volumes  $29  each  (Includes  postage). 
'Available  on  microfilm  at  $38  per  volume 

Order  from/pay  to; 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co..  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 
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'CRUSH  Mm*/ 


Break  with  the  Democrats'. 
Build  a workers  Pam  JO 

ight  lor  Socialis^evoluti 


Spartacists  at 
1966  protest 
against 
Vietnam  War 
(top)  and  at 
Philadelphia 
April  19 
demonstration 
for  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal 
(bottom). 

We  fight  for 
socialist 
revolution  to 
end  imperialist 
war  and  racial 
oppression. 
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16  Arrested  at  SDS/SWF  Protest-Drop  the  Charges! 


For  Free,  Quality, 
Integrated  Education  for  Alll 


Down  With  Racist  Fee  Hikes! 


University  of  California  Board  of  Regents  meeting  at  UCLA,  May  14:  Protest 
Initiated  by  Students  for  a Democratic  Society  and  the  Student  Worker  Front 
against  tuition  fee  increases.  Right:  University  police  attack  protester,  one  of 
16  arrested. 


We  reprint  below  a June  25 
leaflet  by  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Club  in  defense  of  those  arrested 
at  a fee  hikes  protest  initiated  by 
Students  for  a Democratic  Society 
{SDS)  and  the  UCLA  Student 
Worker  Front  (SWF)  at  the  University  of 
California,  Los  Angeles  on  May  14.  The 
leaflet  was  handed  out  at  UCLA  and  to 
AFSCME  Local  3299’s  strike  the  week 
of  July  14-18.  Keenly  interested  in  the 
leaflet,  many  striking  workers  expressed 
solidarity  with  the  arrested  students  and 
an  understanding  that  massive  fee  hikes 
have  made  a university  education  unaf- 
fordable for  their  children. 

The  Los  Angeles  Spartacist  League 
and  SYC  also  distributed  the  leaflet  at  the 
Los  Angeles  Social  Forum  on  June  28. 
Part  of  the  World  Social  Forum,  which  is 
funded  by  capitalist  states  and  the  CIA- 
connected  Ford  Foundation,  among  oth- 
ers, the  L.A.  event  was  a popular-frontist 
formation — a class-collaborationist  politi- 
cal bloc  in  which  the  politics  of  the 
working-class  component  of  the  bloc  are 
subordinated  to  the  politics  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. (For  more  on  the  Social  Forums, 
see  “Social  Forum  Con  Game.”  WV  No. 
853,  2 September  2005.)  The  L.A.  confab 
was  endorsed  by  the  radical-liberal  SDS 
and  endorsed  or  built  by  a slew  of  refor- 
mist fake-socialists,  including  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization,  the  Revo- 
lutionary Communist  Party  and  the  Party 
for  Socialism  and  Liberation.  We  aggres- 
sively intervened  to  oppose  and  expose 
the  Social  Forums,  including  those  who 
endorse  and  join  them,  as  obstacles  to  the 
fight  against  capitalist  imperialism  and 
the  struggle  for  socialism. 

« * « 

On  May  14.  16  people,  all  but  one  stu- 
dents in  the  UC  system,  were  arrested  on 
charges  of  “willful  disturbance  of  a pub- 
lic meeting’*  on  the  UCLA  campus  for 
protesting  a 7.4%,  or  $490,  tuition  fee 
hike  approved  by  the  UC  Regents.  Led  by 
the  Students  for  a Democratic  Society 
at  UCLA,  as  well  as  the  UCLA  Student 
Worker  Front,  more  than  100  demonstra- 
tors attended  the  protest  outside  and 
about  80  attended  the  UC  Regents  meet- 


ing. After  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Regents  approved  the  fee  increase,  stu- 
dents chanted  “Regents,  regents,  can’t 
you  see?  You’re  creating  poverty!"  In 
response,  campus  police  physically  re- 
moved and  arrested  the  16  protesters.  In  at 
least  one  instance,  several  cops  wrestled 
one  protester  to  the  ground  and  then 
charged  him  outrageously  with  resisting 
arrest.  At  the  Monday  16  June  court  hear- 
ing, all  charges  were  dropped  against 
14  of  the  protesters  while  two  still  face 
further  proceedings.  Despite  our  politi- 
cal differences  as  Marxists  with  the  radi- 
cal liberals  of  SDS  and  SWF.  we  in  the 
Spartacus  Youth  Club  defend  them  and 
all  the  activists  who  protested  the  fee 
hikes  against  police  and  administration 
repression  and  reprisals.  Drop  all  charges 
against  the  protesters!  Cops  off  campus! 

Tuition  has  nearly  doubled  at  UC  cam- 
puses in  the  past  six  years.  The  massive 
fee  and  tuition  hikes  in  the  last  decade 
have  meant  that  a once  affordable  univer- 
sity education  has  become  unattainable 
for  most  poor,  working  class  and  minor- 
ity students,  making  a university  educa- 
tion increasingly  an  exclusive  privilege  of 
the  elite.  The  fee  increases,  combined 
with  the  bourgeoisie's  drive  against  affir- 
mative action,  have  also  amounted  to  a 
racist  purge  of  black  and  minority  youth 
from  the  campuses.  We  in  the  Spartacus 
Youth  Club  have  defended  affirmative 
action  programs  for  university  admis- 
sions against  ruling-class  assault  because 
they  have  meant  gains,  however  limited, 
against  the  inherent  race  and  class  bias 
in  higher  education  under  capitalism.  We 
fight  for  free,  quality,  integrated  educa- 
tion for  all!  At  the  university  level,  this 
means  a fight  for  open  admissions  and  no 
tuition,  along  with  government-paid  living 


stipends  for  all  students!  Nationalize  the 
elite  private  universities!  Massively  expand 
remedial  programs  for  students  relegated 
to  inner-city  public  schools  that  are  often 
nothing  more  than  holding  pens  for  poor, 
working  class  and  minority  students! 

SDS  and  SWF  call  to  “democratize  the 
UC  Regents.”  In  contrast,  as  the  SYC 
argued  in  a 2006  leaflet  distributed  at 
a UCLA  protest  against  low  minority 
enrollment,  we  are  against  “promoting 
the  capitalist  government,  its  politicians, 
the  regents  and  campus  administrations 
as  the  agency  for  providing  access  to 
higher  education  for  black  and  minority 
youth....  The  UC  Regents,  who  banned 
affirmative  action  in  admissions  even 
prior  to  Prop.  209.  are  the  capitalist  class 


watchdogs  over  the  university. 
Most  are  themselves  capitalists  or 
executives  of  corporations,  banks, 
investment  houses  and  the  like....” 
(reprinted  in  WV  No.  881,  24 
November  2006).  This  is  shown 
clearly  by  the  struggle  being  waged  by 
the  campus  workers  of  AFSCME  Local 
3299  against  the  UC  campus  administra- 
tions in  an  effort  to  win  wage  parity  with 
other  slate  workers  and  for  better  work- 
ing conditions.  The  SYC  stands  in  soli- 
darity with  these  campus  workers.  These 
workers  and  their  children,  like  everyone, 
deserve  the  right  to  the  same  quality  of 
education  provided  at  schools  like  UCLA. 
Abolish  the  Board  of  Regents  and  the 
administration!  Those  who  work,  study 
and  teach  at  the  universities  should 
run  the  universities— for  worker/student/ 
teacher  control! 

SDS  peddles  illusions  that  the  capital- 
ists can  be  made — through  protest  and 
pressure — to  serve  the  interests  of  those 
they  exploit  and  oppress.  This  goes  hand 
in  hand  with  their  quest  to  reignite  “the 
flames  of  participatory  democracy  on  which 
this  country  was  founded"  (undated  UCLA 
SDS  leaflet).  But  “democracy”  for  which 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Events 


BAY  AREA 


Class  Series 

Saturday,  August  16,  3 p.m. 

Revolutionary  Integrationism 

Saturday,  August  30,  3 p.m. 

The  Struggle  for 
a Revolutionary  Party 

1634  Telegraph  Avenue,  3rd  floor 
Oakland 

(Near  17th  and  Broadway. 

1 block  from  19th  Street  BART) 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  039-0651 
or  e-mail'  sycbayarea@sbcglobal  net 

Visit  the  ICL  Web 
Site:  www.ici-fi.org 


CHICAGO 


Class  Series 

Tuesday,  August  5,  7 p.m. 

The  Revolution  Betrayed 

222  S.  Morgan  Street.  Suite  2C 
(Buzzer  23) 

(Near  the  UlC/Halsted  stop  on  the  Blue  Line) 
Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail:  chicagosyc@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Video  Showing  & Discussion 
Wednesday,  August  6.  7 p.m. 
Popular  Front  Strangled 
the  Spanish  Revolution 

Movie;  Land  and  Freedom 
299  Broadway,  Suite  318 
(take  any  train  to  City  Hall  or  Chambers  St.) 
Information  and  readings  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail;  nysl@tiac.net 
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class?  This  country  was  founded  on  black 
chattel  slavery  in  which  only  white,  land- 
owning males  could  vote.  Despite  the  fact 
that  slavery  was  smashed  through  the 
Civil  War  and  voting  rights  expanded 
through  social  struggle  (such  as  the  civil 
rights  movement),  "participatory  democ- 
racy” then  as  now  represents  democracy 
only  for  the  exploiters.  Boui^eois  "democ- 
racy" is  a form  of  the  dictatorship  of  the 
capitalist  class.  As  Russian  revolutionary 
V.  1.  Lenin  explained  in  The  Slate  and 
Revolution:  "To  decide  once  every  few 
years  which  member  of  the  ruling  class  is 
to  repress  and  crush  the  people  through 
parliament — this  is  the  real  essence  of 
bourgeois  parliamentarism,  not  only  in 
parliamentary-constitutional  monarchies, 
bnt  also  in  the  most  democratic  republics." 

Ours  is  a revolutionary  Marxist  pro- 
gram. While  SDS  pushes  to  reform  this 
rotten  system,  we  fight  to  win  workers 
and  students  to  the  understanding  that  we 
need  a revolutionary  workers  party  that 
fights  for  a socialist  revolution  that  will 
consign  this  barbaric  capitalist  system  to 
the  trash  heap  of  history.  SDS  is  a part  of 
the  radical  liberal  milieu  that  actively 
pushes  “anybody  but  Bush”  politics.  Their 
efforts  are  aimed  at  pressuring  (through 
various  means,  including  “direct  action”) 
and  boosting  the  electoral  fortunes  of  the 
Democratic  Party,  which  is  the  other  capi- 
talist party  of  racism  and  imperialist  war. 
Indeed,  when  the  SYC  was  distributing 
our  defense  letter  defending  those  arrested 
for  protesting  fee  hikes.  SDSers  told  us 
that  they  were  going  to  vote  for  Democrat 
Barack  Obama  in  the  upcoming  presiden- 
tial elections.  In  contrast,  as  Trotskyists — 
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SYC  contingent  at  UCLA  march  for  affirmative  action,  15  November  2006. 


SDS  works.  In  November  2007  SDS  and 
Coalition  for  Peace  organized  an  Iraq 
Moratorium  Rally  and  Die-in  at  UCLA  as 
part  of  the  national  Iraq  Moratorium, 
which  does  not  oppose  the  bloody  U.S.- 
led  occupation  of  Afghanistan.  This  coali- 
tion is  consciously  built  to  appeal  to  lib- 
eral Democrats,  who  look  to  cut  U.S. 
losses  in  Iraq  in  order  to  reinforce  Ameri- 
can military  capabilities  elsewhere.  All 
the  major  Democratic  Party  politicians 
support  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan, 
presenting  themselves  as  even  tougher 
than  Bush  and  Co.  in  the  “war  on  ter- 
ror." and  targeting  the  bureaucratically 
deformed  workers  state  of  China,  the 
largest  and  most  powerful  of  the  remain- 
ing countries  where  capitalist  rule  was 
overthrown.  We  demand  the  immediate 
and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  all  U.S. 
troops  from  Iraq  and  Afghanistan!  U.S. 
imperialists,  hands  off  the  world! 

SDS  is  a product  of  liberal  “death  of 
communism"  politics  that  slander  com- 
munism as  a “failed  experiment”  and 
accept  the  framework  of  bourgeois  class 
society.  Thus.  SDS  rails  against  “ideol- 
ogy” and  "vanguard  parties,”  which  boils 
down  to  outright  hostility  to  a revolution- 
ary, internationalist,  proletarian  program 
and  the  Leninist  party  necessary  to  fight 
for  such  a program.  Such  politics  are  the 
product  of  the  profound  retrogression  in 
political  consciousness  since  the  199 1 -92 
capitalist  counterrevolution  that  destroyed 


Striking 
University 
of  California 
workers  from 
AFSCME 
Local  3299, 
July  14. 


revolutionary  Marxists — we  fight  for  the 
political  independence  of  the  working 
class  from  the  capitalist  class  enemy.  We 
do  not  extend  any  political  support  on 
principle  to  any  capitalist  politician — 
Democrat.  Republican.  Green  or  Inde- 
pendent. We  struggle  to  win  students  to 
the  understanding  that  only  one  class  in 
society  has  the  social  power  and  mate- 
rial interest  to  overthrow  capitalism;  the 
multiracial  working  class. 

Such  a perspective  is  counterposed  to 
the  various  “antiwar”  coalitions,  such  as 
Coalition  for  Peace  at  UCLA  with  which 


the  Soviet  Union,  the  world’s  first  work- 
ers state  and  industrial-military  power- 
house of  the  non-capitalist  world.  This 
was  a world  historic  defeat  for  the  work- 
ing class  and  oppressed.  Just  as  we  fought 
for  unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
USSR  and  Eastern  European  deformed 
workers  states  against  capitalist  counter- 
revolution and  imperialist  attacks  until 
the  bitter  end.  today  we  defend  those 
countries  where  capitalism  has  been  over- 
thrown— China.  Cuba,  North  Korea  and 
Vietnam. 

Our  model  is  the  Bolshevik  Party  under 
V.  1.  Lenin  and  Leon  Trotsky  which  led 
the  Russian  Revolution  of  October  1917, 
placing  the  working  class  in  power  and 
emancipating  one-sixth  of  the  surface 
of  the  earth  from  imperiali.st  capitalist 
exploitation.  We  fight  for  new  October 
revolutions  in  this  imperialist  "belly  of 
the  beast”  and  internationally.  If  you  want 
to  put  an  end  to  this  system  of  imperialist 
war.  racism,  oppression  and  exploitation, 
check  out  the  SYC! 

We  reprint  below  a 1 June  letter  by  the 
Los  Angeles  Spartacus  Youth  Club  to 
L A.  City  Attorney  Rocky  Delgadillo  pro- 
testing the  charges  against  the  protes'ters. 


The  Spartacus  Youth  Club  vehemently 
protests  the  arrest  of  Anna  Sterling.  David 
Chavez.  Juliet  Ovalle,  Gloria  Negrete- 
Lopez.  Josh  Galang.  Noah  Ebner.  Nathan 
Wright,  Cheye-Ann  Corona,  Mark  Colum- 
bus. Heather  Shapiro.  Rob  Sierakowski. 
Alberto  Ortiz,  Kimberly  Torres.  Diane 
Valencia  and  two  other  protesters  at  a 
protest  initiated  by  the  SDS  and  Student 
Worker  Front  at  the  May  14  UC  Regents 
meeting  at  UCLA.  We  demand  that  all 
charges  be  dropped  now!  Students  from 
several  UC  campuses  attended  the  Regents 
meeting  and  were  rightly  outraged  when 
the  finance  committee  voted  for  a huge 
7.4%  increase  in  student  fees.  The  cam- 
pus police  were  quickly  called  in  by 
the  Regents  to  silence  the  students’  dis- 
sent. Sixteen  of  the  protesters  were  hand- 
cuffed. physically  removed,  arrested  and 
charged  with  “willful  disturbance  of  a 
public  meeting.”  In  at  least  one  instance, 
several  cops  violently  forced  a protester 
to  the  ground  and  then  slapped  him  with 
an  additional  charge  of  resisting  arrest. 
These  youth  are  under  attack  for  protest- 
ing for  the  right  to  an  education  for  black, 
minority,  and  poor  students.  Drop  all  the 
charges  now!B 


MOVE... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

by  Delbert’s  savage  beating,  captured 
by  news  cameras  and  televised  in  slow 
motion,  ultimately  led  to  a federal  civil 
rights  lawsuit  and  indictments  against 
three  of  the  cops.  When  chilling  photos  of 
the  beating  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer,  400  cops  picketed  the  news- 
paper. After  the  assault,  the  police  com- 
pletely bulldozed  the  house,  destroying 
evidence  of  their  own  wrongdoing  and 
proving  that  the  MOVE  members’  only 
“crime”  was  to  survive. 

The  Philadelphia  in  which  the  MOVE 
organization  emerged  in  1972  was  a racist 
hellhole  lorded  over  by  a force  of  killer 
cops  led  by  Frank  Rizzo,  first  as  deputy 
police  commissioner,  then  commissioner 
and  later  mayor.  Any  expression  of  black 
dissent  was  met  with  brutal  police  repres- 
sion. centrally  meted  out  by  Philadel- 
phia’s notorious  "red  squad” — the  Civil 
Affairs  unit — and  the  "Stakeout"  squad, 
an  urban  death  squad  of  police  sharp- 
shooters. For  the  cops,  arbitrary  stops, 
beatings  and  arrests  of  MOVE  members 
were  standard  procedure.  In  1973-74.  some 
40  MOVE  members  were  arrested  150 
times,  fined  approximately  $15,000  and 
given  sentences  of  up  to  several  years  in 
jail.  In  1976,  blackjack-wielding  cops 
descended  on  a MOVE  celebration,  and 
in  the  resulting  melee  Janine  Africa's 


newborn  infant  was  trampled  to  death. 

In  1978.  then-District  Attorney  Edward 
Rendell  declared  that  the  police  would 
have  been  "within  their  rights  to  have, 
subsequent  to  the  shooting  of  Officer 
Ramp,  stormed  the  house  and  killed  all  of 
the  12  people  in  the  basement.”  In  August 
1981,  nine  MOVE  members  including 
Delbert  Africa  were  sentenced  to  prison 
terms  of  30  to  100  years  on  false  charges 
stemming  from  the  death  of  Ramp.  At  the 
time,  standing  alone  among  journalists 
in  defense  of  MOVE  was  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal,  who  is  today  America’s  foremost 
class-war  prisoner  (see  article,  page  12). 
By  the  time  of  the  1978  assault.  Mumia 
had  already  interviewed  victims  of  police 
brutality  and  was  acquiring  a reputation 
as  the  “voice  of  the  voiceless.”  In  Decem- 
ber 1981.  only  months  after  the  MOVE  9 
conviction,  Mumia  himself  was  arrested 
on  false  charges  of  killing  Officer  Daniel 
Faulkner  and  sentenced  to  death  explic- 
itly for  his  political  views.  The  D.A.  Ren- 
dell. who  prosecuted  the  MOVE  9 and 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  is  Pennsylvania’s  cur- 
rent governor  and  a leading  player  in  the 
national  Democratic  Party.  He  is  one  of  a 
number  of  leading  figures  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania state  government  for  whom  the 
vendetta  against  MOVE  and  Mumia  has 
played  a key  role  in  building  their  careers. 
Free  Mumia  now! 

On  13  May  1985.  the  MOVE  prisoners 
watched  in  horror  from  their  Pennsylva- 
nia cells  as  the  Philadelphia  police  under 


black  Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode, 
in  league  with  federal  authorities,  came  to 
finish  the  job  they  had  started  in  1978, 
dropping  a high-powered  explosive  bomb 
on  MOVE’S  Osage  Avenue  home.  Eleven 
people,  including  five  children,  were  burnt 
to  death  and  an  entire  black  neighborhood 
was  left  in  smoldering  ruins.  This  coordi- 
nated act  of  racist  state  murder  must 
never  be  forgotten. 

In  1998.  Merle  Africa  of  the  MOVE  9 
died  in  prison,  having  spent  nearly  20 
years  behind  bars.  Despite  persistent  per- 
secution and  repeated  harassment,  the 
MOVE  members  have  remained  strong 
and  outspoken,  steadfast  fighters  not  only 
for  their  own  freedom  but  also  for  the 
freedom  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  This  year, 
for  the  first  time  since  their  imprisonment 
30  years  ago,  the  eight  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  MOVE  9 became  eligible  for 
parole,  and  already  Debbie  Africa,  Janine 
Africa,  Janet  Africa.  Eddie  Africa,  Phil 
Africa.  Delbert  Africa  and  Michael  Africa 
have  been  turned  down.  Chuck  Africa  is 
eligible  for  a hearing  later  this  year.  It  is 
an  outrage  that  these  men  and  women 
have  spent  a day  in  jail.  They  are  innocent 
survivors  of  premeditated  police  assaults. 
For  the  immediate,  unconditional  release 
of  all  the  MOVE  prisoners! 

In  denying  parole  to  Janine  Africa, 
Janet  Africa  and  Debbie  Africa,  the  parole 
board  stated  that  the  MOVE  prisoners 
“refused  to  accept  responsibility”  and. 
according  to  the  Inquirer,  "lacked  re- 


morse” (Philly.com.  22  April).  As  the  PDC 
noted  in  a March  6 protest  letter  to  the 
parole  board  calling  for  the  release  of  the 
MOVE  prisoners  (see  "Parole  Hearing 
Approaches:  Free  the  MOVE  Prisoners!” 
wVno.  910, 14  March);  “We  are  mindful 
that  a common  ruse  for  denying  parole  for 
those  who  have  been  falsely  convicted  is 
the  claimed  failure  to  show  ‘remorse.’ 
Having  committed  no  crime,  the  impris- 
oned MOVE  members  have  no  reason  to 
demonstrate  any  so-called  ‘remorse’.” 
The  sinister  web  of  police  surveillance, 
violence  and  frame-ups  that  succeeded  in 
entrapping  the  MOVE  9 and  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  is  no  aberration.  Terrorizing  the 
besieged  black  and  Latino  populations  is 
precisely  the  job  the  cops  are  paid  to  do. 
and  the  courts  enforce  legal  lynch  rope 
“justice”  in  the  service  of  the  Ameri- 
can racist  capitalist  exploiters.  Like  other 
urban  centers.  Philadelphia  is  a con- 
centrated expression  of  racist  American 
capitalism.  The  U.S.  bourgeois  order  is 
rooted  in  the  segregation  of  black  peo- 
ple at  the  bottom  of  society,  with  the 
color  bar  serving  to  obscure  and  reinforce 
the  irreconcilable  class  division  between 
labor  and  capital.  It  will  take  a workers 
revolution  to  put  the  capitalist  state’s 
machinery  of  torture  and  death  out  of 
business  once  and  for  all  and  to  bring  to 
ju.stice  the  hired  thugs  of  the  capitalist 
class  who  have  committed  untold  num- 
bers of  crimes  against  the  working  class 
and  minorities.! 
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Oliver  Cromwell 

AND  THE 

English  Revolution 

Abolish  the  Monarchy,  the  House  of  Lords 
AND  THE  Established  Churches! 


We  reprint  below  an  article  that  origi- 
nally appeared  in  Workers  Hammer  No. 
184  (Spring  2003),  the  newspaper  of  the 
Spartacist  League/Britain,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League. 

Speaking  last  month  at  a “People's 
Assembly”  convened  to  protest  parlia- 
ment's support  for  the  war  on  Iraq, 
"left"  Labour  MP  (Member  of  Parlia- 
ment) George  Galloway  complained  that 
”we  have  a parliament  that  is  not  speak- 
ing for  Britain,"  a view  echoed  by  Chris 
Nineham  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(SWP)  who  moaned  that  Blair  was 
"negating  democracy."  The  illusion  that 
Her  Majesty’s  parliament  ought  to  repre- 
sent "the  people"  has  been  handed  down 


Workers  Hammer-^ 


for  generations.  But  the  question  is, 
whose  interest  does  Parliament  serve? 
And  what  is  the  nature  of  the  "democ- 
racy" that  the  British  ruling  class  claims 
to  have  invented  in  Westminster  and 
upheld  since  time  immemorial? 

The  single  most  important  event  in 
British  history  was  the  seventeenth- 
century  English  Revolution.  This  shaped 
British  capitalism,  made  possible  the  indus- 
trial revolution  in  the  eighteenth  century 
and  laid  the  foundation  for  England,  a 
small  nation  in  the  seventeenth  century,  to 
master  the  world  in  the  nineteenth.  As  a 
result,  by  1914  the  British  ruling  class 
ruled  over  more  than  one-fifth  of  human- 
ity. The  British  bourgeoisie  came  to  power 
in  a revolution  that  overthrew  the  feudal 
order — the  monarchy,  the  old  feudal  land- 
owning aristocracy  and  the  established 
Anglican  Church. 

However  the  capitalist  class  that  came 
to  power  never  forgot  that  Cromwell’s 
army  mobilised  the  "lower  orders.”  and 
that  it  was  they  who  made  sure  the  Civil 
War  was  fought  to  the  finish,  resulting  in 
the  defeat  of  the  old  order.  To  this  day 
the  British  ruling  class,  aided  by  Her 
Majesty’s  Labour  Party,  rewrites  history 
to  erase  all  trace  of  revolution  and  civil 
war.  which  according  to  them  must  never 
happen  again.  School  students  are  taught 
that  Oliver  Cromwell’s  Roundheads 
fought  King  Charles  1 and  his  Cavaliers 
in  the  1640s.  and  that  the  King’s  head  was 
cut  off.  But  bloody  civil  war  and  regicide 
was  an  "excess.”  The  episode  was  merely 
a "constitutional"  dispute  between  King 
and  Parliament,  in  which  Parliament  tri- 
umphed and  established  its  sovereignty 
over  the  monarchy.  The  period  between 
the  execution  of  the  King  in  1649  and  the 
restoration  of  the  monarchy  in  1660  is 
described  as  an  "interregnum."  The  "Glo- 
rious Revolution"  of  1688  is  so  called 
because  there  was  no  bloodshed  and  no 
mobilisation  of  the  lower  classes.  In  real- 
ity it  was  the  removal  of  a king  (James  I! 
of  England)  who  overstepped  the  mark 
and  acted  as  though  the  revolution  had 
never  happened. 

Ever  since  the  Cromwellian  revolution, 
"Her  Majesty’s  Parliament"  has  been  an 


instrument  of  bourgeois  rule  and  for  the 
suppression  of  struggles  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  working  class.  The  capitalist 
order  has  long  been  obsolete,  just  as  the 
feudal  system  had  become  outmoded  by 
the  seventeenth  century.  And  in  order  for 
the  proletariat  to  prepare  its  historic  task 
— the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  order — 
there  is  much  to  be  learned  from  the  Eng- 
lish bourgeois  revolution.  The  old  feudal 
ruling  class  did  not  exit  gracefully  from 
the  scene,  and  neither  will  the  capitalist 
class  relinqui.sh  power  without  a fight.  This 
will  require  class  struggle  on  a mass  scale, 
pursued  to  the  end.  and  must  culminate  in 
a thoroughgoing  socialist  revolution. 

To  study  the  English  Revolution  is  to 
read  Christopher  Hill,  the  outstanding 
historian  of  Cromwellian  England  who 
died  in  February.  Hill  devoted  his  life’s 
work  to  rescuing  the  history  of  the  Eng- 
lish Revolution  from  oblivion  at  the  hands 
of  those  who  chum  out  "gradualist" 
accounts  of  British  history.  Hill’s  literary 
output  began  in  1940  with  the  essay.  The 
English  Revolution  of  1640,  which  asserted 
that  "the  English  Revolution  of  1640-60 
was  a great  social  movement  like  the 
French  revolution  of  1789.”  He  argued  that; 
"Ever  since  then  [1660]  orthodox  histo- 
rians have  done  their  utmost  to  stress  the 
‘continuity’  of  English  history,  to  mini- 
mise the  revolutionary  breaks,  to  pretend 
that  the  'interregnum'  (the  word  itself 
shows  what  they  are  trying  to  do)  was 
an  unfortunate  accident,  that  in  1660  we 
returned  to  the  old  Constitution  nor- 
mally developing,  that  1688  merely  cor- 
rected the  aberrations  of  a deranged 
King.  Whereas,  in  fact,  the  penod  IMO- 
60  saw  the  destruction  of  one  kmd  of 
state  and  the  introduction  of  a new  politi- 
cal structure  within  which  capitalism 
could  freely  develop.  For  tactical  rea- 
sons, the  ruling  class  in  1660  pretended 
that  they  were  merely  restoring  the  old 
forms  of  the  Constitution.  But  they 
intended  by  that  rc-storation  to  give  sanc- 
tity and  social  stamp  to  a new  social 
order.  The  important  thing  is  that  the 
social  order  was  new  and  would  not  have 
been  won  without  revolution." 

— The  English  Revolution  of  1640 


In  Honor  of 
Christopher  Hill 
1912-2003 


WMhly  Worker 


Hill  went  on  to  become  Master  of  Bal- 
liol  College  in  Oxford,  but  stuck  to  his 
original  thesis  and  published  a variety  of 
superb  books.  His  commanding  sweep  of 
the  social,  political  and  cultural  history  of 
seventeenth-century  England  resulted  in 
books  such  as:  The  Century  of  Revolu- 
tion. 1603-1714',  The  World  Turned  Upside 
Down'.  God's  Englishman',  a series  called 
People  and  Ideas  in  1 7th  Century  England 
and  many  more.  Hill  provides  an  ortho- 
dox Marxist  account  of  the  revolutionary 
period.  He  highlights  the  role  played  by 
radical  democratic  movements  such  as 
the  Levellers  and  the  Diggers  (or  True 
Levellers)  whose  programme  expressed 
the  most  radical  and  enlightened  views 
of  their  time.  The  Levellers  represented 
the  lower  classes,  who  at  the  time  were 
the  lowest  levels  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie, 
including  the  craftsmen  and  apprentices 
of  London.  Christopher  Hill  shows  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  influence  of  the 
Levellers,  it  is  unlikely  that  Charles  1 
would  have  been  beheaded  in  1649. 

The  lessons  of  the  English  Revolution 
are  as  relevant  for  today’s  new  generation 
of  political  activists  who  despise  Blair’s 
Labour  Party  and  parliament  as  they  were 
when  Trotsky  urged  British  workers  to 
study  Cromwell’s  revolution,  as  an  anti- 
dote to  the  Labourite  view  of  British  his- 
tory as  “gradualism."  Those  youth  who 
have  no  desire  to  be  duped  by  the  SWP. 
Workers  Power  or  the  Socialist  Party 
into  supporting  parliamentary  reformism 
through  an  alliance  with  Labour  “lefts” 
ought  to  relish  Trotsky’s  1 925  essay  Where 
Is  Britain  Going?,  a delightfully  savage 
polemic  against  Labourite  gradualism.  He 
evokes  Carlyle.  Cromwell’s  biographer, 
who  noted  that  his  job  was  to  drag  out  the 
Lord  Protector  from  under  a mountain 
of  dead  dogs,  meaning  a huge  load  of 
calumny  and  oblivion.  Trotsky  said  that 
“British  workers  can  learn  incomparably 
more  from  Cromwell  than  from  MacDon- 
ald. Snowden.  Webb"  (Labour  leaders  of 
the  time)  and  added  that; 

"Cromwell  was  a great  revolutionary  of 
his  time,  who  knew  how  to  uphold  the 
interests  of  the  new.  bourgeois  social 
system  against  the  old  aristocratic  one 
without  holding  back  at  anything.  This 
must  be  learnt  from  him.  and  the  dead 
lion  of  the  seventeenth  century  is  in  this 
sense  immeasurably  greater  than  many 
living  dogs." 

— Where  Is  Britain  Going? 

Trotsky  railed  against  “left"  Labour 
leaders  for  their  religiosity,  cowardice  and 
servility  to  the  monarchy — as  he  put  it. 
they  "dare  not  refuse  pocket  money  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales."  The  monarchy  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  "parliamentary  democ- 
racy" that  Labour  leaders  revere.  One  of 
the  few  Labour  figures  today  who  pro- 
fesses to  oppose  the  monarchy  is  Tony 
Benn.  and  he’s  a member  (for  life)  of  the 
Queen’s  Privy  Council,  a secret  body 
whose  members  swear  "by  Almighty  God 
to  be  a true  and  faithful  servant  unto 
The  Queen’s  Majesty"!  Benn’s  "anti- 
monarchism" makes  us  Red  Republicans 
look  longingly  on  the  day  when  Oliver 
Cromwell  summoned  his  troops  to  dis- 


perse the  Long  Parliament  with  the  words, 
"call  them  in.  call  them  in.  ” 

While  he  was  a young  student  at 
Oxford  in  the  mid  1930s,  Christopher  Hill 
joined  the  Communist  Party,  as  indeed 
did  many  youth  who  were  radicalised  by 
the  rise  of  the  Nazis  in  Germany  and  by 
the  Spanish  Civil  War.  This  was  a time 
when  the  capitalist  world  was  beset  by  the 
Great  Depression,  yet  the  Soviet  Union 
was  undergoing  dramatic  economic  de- 
velopment. In  Britain  there  was  mass 
disaffection  with  Labour’s  betrayals,  pre- 
cipitated by  Labour  leader  Ramsay  Mac- 
Donald joining  a "National  Government" 
in  1931 . But  while  the  British  Communist 
Party  that  Hill  joined  was  distrusted  by 
the  British  bourgeoisie  for  its  loyalty  to 
the  Kremlin,  it  nonetheless  was  a party  of 
parliamentary  reformism.  Posthumously. 
Hill  is  being  accused  of  having  spied  for 
the  Soviet  Union  in  the  period  during 
World  War  II  when  he  worked  in  military 
intelligence  and  at  the  Foreign  Office. 
For  the  British  establishment  and  their 
Labour  Party  lackeys,  this  is  the  ultimate 
betrayal.  Spying  for  the  Soviet  Union 
against  an  imperialist  power,  if  indeed  he 
did.  is  certainly  no  crime  as  far  as  we 
Trotskyists  are  concerned.  The  Soviet 
Union  emerged  out  of  the  Bolshevik 
October  1917  revolution  and  continued 
to  embody  the  gains  of  that  revolution 
despite  the  political  counterrevolution 
that  took  place  in  1923-24  with  the  rise 
to  power  of  the  conservative  Stalinist 
bureaucracy.  For  this  reason  we  defended 
the  Soviet  Union  and  fought  tooth  and 
nail  against  the  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion of  1991-92.  We  don’t  know  what 
Christopher  Hill  did  in  World  War  II.  But 
given  that  he  openly  professed  his  Marx- 
ist sympathies,  it  seems  unlikely  that  he 
could  have  played  a role  comparable 
to  heroic  Soviet  spies  Kim  Philby.  Guy 
Burgess.  Donald  Maclean  and  Anthony 
Blunt,  his  contemporaries  and  comrades 
who  were  recruited  at  Cambridge. 

Hill  was  outstanding  even  among 
Communist  Party  historians  such  as  E.  P. 
Thompson.  Eric  Hobsbawm.  A.L.  Mor- 
ton and  Rodney  Hilton  who  were  his 
peers.  He  wrote  cogent  history  because  he 
mainly  restricted  his  work  to  seventeenth- 
century  England,  on  which  there  was  no 
Stalinist  line.  One  exception  is  Hill’s 
1 947  book  Lenin  and  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution, which  is  inferior  to  any  of  his 
works  on  the  English  Revolution.  He  de- 
nies Trotsky’s  role  alongside  Lenin  as  co- 
leader of  the  Russian  Revolution  while 
elevating  Stalin  to  great  heights. 

Class  Forces  in  the  Civil  War 

Key  to  understanding  the  English 
Revolution  is  recognising  the  class  forces 
in  conflict,  On  the  side  of  King  Charles  1 
were  the  old  feudal  landed  aristocracy 
and  the  Anglican  Church.  The  latter 
became  the  official  church  with  the  Ref- 
ormation against  the  Catholic  Church  a 
century  earlier,  which  also  led  to  much 
political  power  (and  land)  passing  to  the 
Crown.  The  fifteenth-century  Wars  of  the 
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Naliorted  Portrait  QaJlery,  London 

Beheading  of  Charles  i In  1649.  Regicide  marked  overthrow  of  feudal  order  in 
England. 


Roses,  in  which  overmighty  and  some 
mighty  nobles  killed  each  other,  had  the 
virtue  of  reducing  the  old  feudal  lords. 

Outside  of  England,  the  Catholic  Church 
dominated  the  feudal  world  and  was  the 
main  bulwark  against  social,  economic  and 
scientific  progress.  As  Europe  emerged 
from  the  Middle  Ages,  the  nascent  mer- 
chant capitalist  class  was  forced  into  a 
collision  with  the  feudal  system.  Fried- 
rich Engels  described  the  role  of  the 
Catholic  Church: 

‘The  great  international  centre  of  feudal- 
ism was  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  It 
united  the  whole  of  feudalized  Western 
Europe,  in  spite  of  all  internal  wars,  into 
one  grand  political  system,  opposed  as 
much  to  the  schismatic  Greeks  as  to  the 
Mohammedan  countries  It  surrounded 
feudal  institutions  with  the  halo  of  divine 
consecration.  It  had  organised  its  own 
hierarchy  on  the  feudal  model,  and. 
lastly.  It  was  itself  by  far  the  most  power- 
ful feudal  lord,  holding,  as  it  did,  fully 
one-third  of  the  soil  of  the  Catholic 
world.  Before  profane  feudalism  could 
be  successfully  attacked  in  each  country 
and  in  detail,  this,  its  sacred  central 
organization,  had  to  be  destroyed.” 

— Introduction  to  the  English 
edition  of  Socialism:  Utopian 
and  Scientific  ( 1 892) 

During  his  reign,  Charles  I connived 
with  the  Catholic  absolutist  monarchies 
of  Europe,  including  through  his  queen. 
Henrietta  Maria  of  France.  The  grip  of  the 
Crown  and  Church  on  the  populace  in 
England  would  be  difficult  to  overstate: 
the  king  ruled  by  “Divine  Right";  both 
Church  and  Crown  operated  their  own 
courts;  non-attendance  at  one’s  local  par- 
ish church  was  punishable  by  law  and 
church  taxes  were  levied  in  the  amount  of 
one-tenth  (a  tithe)  of  one’s  produce  or 
profit.  The  dominant  force  on  the  Parlia- 
mentary side  was  the  rising  Presbyterian 
bourgeoisie  based  on  the  City  of  London 
and  the  merchant  capitalists  who  had 
been  accumulating  vast  amounts  of  capi- 
tal. This  class  dominated  the  Hou.se  of 
Commons,  which  had  become  three  times 
as  rich  as  the  House  of  Lords.  But  the  feu- 
dal system  was  an  enormous  barrier  to  the 
expansion  of  trade  and  industry  and  thus 
the  merchant  capitalists  were  compelled 
to  remove  these  fetters  on  their  profit 
accumulation.  Parallel  with  the  rise  of 
capitalism  went  developments  in  science, 
and  the  capitalists  needed  science,  which 
gave  them  added  impetus  to  rebel  against 
the  Established  Church. 

'In  the  countryside,  the  encroachment 
of  capitalist  economic  relations  meant 
higher  rents  for  tenants.  Lower  sections 
of  the  landed  gentry — from  which  Crom- 
well hailed — were  being  squeezed  by  the 
big  feudal  landowners.  Also  pitted  against 
the  feudal  nobility  were  the  yeomen — a 
stratum  of  independent  farmers — who 
became  the  backbone  of  Cromwell’s  army, 
as  well  as  petty-bourgeois  layers — small 
producers  and  craftsmen.  The  majority  of 
wage-earners  in  England  at  the  time  were 
domestic  servants  and  there  was  no  indus- 
trial working  class  to  speak  of.  The  radi- 
cal wing  of  the  Parliamentary  side, 
known  as  the  ‘independents.’’  came  into 


conflict  with  the  conservative  Presby- 
terians. while  Cromwell  occupied  an  inter- 
mediate position  between  these  two  wings. 

Cromwell’s  Army, 

Instrument  of  Revolution 

England  in  1641  was  crisis-ridden:  the 
Royalists  pulled  out  of  Parliament  because 
it  would  not  do  their  bidding:  a wave  of 
riots  against  the  enclosure  of  common 
land  engulfed  the  countryside  and  an 
uprising  in  Ireland  provoked  a major  cri- 
sis. In  this  context  civil  war  between  Par- 
liamentarians and  Royalists  erupted  in 
1642.  The  Presbyterian  bourgeois  ele- 
ments were  alarmed  by  the  social  forces 
unleashed  in  the  countryside  against  land 
seizures.  The  Royalists  had  created  their 
own  army,  but  the  "Parliamentary”  side 
tried  to  avoid  doing  likewise,  hoping  at 
first  to  leave  the  task  of  defeating  the 
Royalists  to  the  Scots,  with  whom  Parlia- 
ment signed  a “Solemn  League  and  Cov- 
enant” in  1643. 

However  in  the  course  of  battle  Crom- 
well became  convinced  of  the  need  for  an 
army  that  would  decisively  defeat  the 
Royalists.  In  1645  he  founded  the  New 
Model  Army  which  became  the  decisive 
force  in  the  revolution.  In  it  he  welded 
together  yeomen,  peasants  and  labouring 
classes  of  the  cities — who  had  already 
engaged  in  effective  battles  against  the 
Royalists — into  a disciplined  army.  The 
New  Model  Army  cut  across  aristocratic 
disdain  for  the  “lower  orders”  by  promot- 
ing men  according  to  merit,  up  to  the  rank 
of  general,  which  was  normally  the  pre- 
serve of  the  nobility.  Cromwell  famously 
said:  “I  had  rather  have  a plain  russet- 
coated  captain  that  knows  what  he  fights 


for  and  loves  what  he  knows  than  what 
you  call  a gentleman  and  is  nothing  else" 
(quoted  in  God’s  Englishman). 

The  “Protestant  work  ethic”  played  an 
enormous  role  in  the  rise  of  capitalism  by 
providing  an  ideology  that  was  tailor- 
made  for  the  rise  of  a system  based  on 
private  property.  Calvinism  was  the  clear- 
est expression  of  this  “work  ethic"  and 
Puritanism,  the  ideology  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well and  the  yeomen,  was  heavily  influ- 
enced by  Calvinism.  Puritanism  empha- 
sised the  virtue  of  hard  work,  thrift, 
self-discipline  and  individual  merit,  over 
factors  such  as  "noble  birth."  The  Puri- 
tans opposed  the  Presbyterians’  involve- 
ment in  enclosures — the  seizure  of  com- 
mon lands  from  peasants  by  declaring  it 
to  be  private  property.  Hill  cites  a Puritan 
tract  urging  Presbyterian  gentlemen  to 
“first  go  hang  yourselves  for  your  great 
thefts  of  enclosures  and  oppressions,  and 
then  afterwards  you  can  go  hang  your 
poor  brethren  for  petty  thefts"  (quoted  in 
The  World  Turned  Upside  Down).  A vari- 
ety of  small  Protestant  sects,  tending  to 
represent  more  radical  social  layers, 
emerged  with  the  rise  of  capitalism. 
Because  they  favoured  the  right  to  choose 
one's  own  religion  and  some  regarded 
women  as  equal,  they  were  persecuted  as 
subversive.  Within  the  army  ranks  there 
was  considerable  tolerance  for  these 
views  and  Cromwell’s  army  became  a 
vehicle  for  major  changes  in  many  areas 
of  social  life. 

The  New  Model  Army  inflicted  crush- 
ing defeats  on  the  Royalists,  culminating 
in  the  battle  of  Naseby  in  1645  in  which 
they  captured  the  King.  With  victory  in 
their  grasp,  the  conservative  bourgeois 
elements  in  Parliament  sought  a com- 
promise with  the  Royalists.  This  outraged 
the  army  ranks  who.  under  the  influence 
of  the  Levellers,  were  becoming  politi- 
cally independent.  The  Levellers  organ- 
ised a system  of  elected  Agitators  and 
acquired  a substantial  following  in  army 
regiments.  With  the  King’s  fate  now 
hanging  in  the  balance.  Christopher  Hill 
describes  the  situation  as  one  in  which: 
“Army  and  Parliament  now  existed  side 
by  side  as  rival  powers  in  the  State"  (The 
English  Revolution  of  1640). 

In  June  1647  Parliament  tried  to  dis- 
perse the  army  regiments,  ordering  them 
to  enlist  for  Ireland  or  face  immediate 
dismissal.  The  ranks  mutinied,  the  Agita- 
tors seized  the  King,  held  him  captive  and 
led  a march  on  London.  This  led  to  the 
ultimate  nightmare  scenario  for  every  fat- 
headed Parliamentarian:  the  revolution- 
ary army  purged  Parliament  of  its  main 
conciliators,  causing  all  the  Presbyterians 
to  flee  from  “the  House,"  Parliament  sub- 
sequently assigned  Oliver  Cromwell  to 
negotiate  with  the  mutinous  ranks.  The 
Agitators  met  Cromwell  and  demanded 
that  he  should  lead  the  army,  while  mak- 
ing clear  that,  if  he  chose  not  to.  they 
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“would  go  their  own  way  without  him." 
Cromwell  and  the  generals  made  a deal 
with  the  Levellers  and  Cromwell  resumed 
command  of  the  army. 

Trotsky’s  History  of  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution (1931)  referred  to  this  stage  of  the 
English  Revolution,  describing  it  as  "dual 
power"  between  Parliament  and  the  army. 
He  noted; 

"It  would  seem  that  the  conditions  are 
now  created  for  the  single  rule  of  the 
Presbyterian  bourgeoisie.  But  before  the 
Royal  power  could  be  broken,  the  parlia- 
mentary army  has  converted  itself  into 
an  independent  political  force.  It  has 
concentrated  in  its  ranks  the  Independ- 
ents. the  pious  and  resolute  pent  bour- 
geoisie. the  craftsmen  and  farmers.  This 
army  powerfully  interferes  in  social  life, 
not  merely  as  an  armed  force,  but  as  a 
Praetorian  Guard,  and  as  the  political 
representative  of  a new  class  opposing 
the  prosperous  and  rich  bourgeoisie. 
Correspondingly  the  army  creates  a new 
state  organ  rising  above  the  military 
command:  a council  of  soldiers'  and 
officers'  deputies  (‘agitators’).  A new 
period  of  'double  sovereignty’  has  thus 
arrived;  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Parlia- 
ment and  the  Independents'  army.  This 
leads  to  open  conflicts.  The  bourgeoisie 
proves  powerless  to  oppose  with  its  own 
army  the  ‘model  army'  of  Cromwell — 
that  is.  the  armed  plebeians.  The  conflict 
ends  with  a purgation  of  the  Presbyterian 
Parliament  by  the  sword  of  the  Inde- 
pendents. There  remains  but  the  rump  of 
a parliament;  the  dictatorship  of  Crom- 
well is  established." 

Political  debates  between  the  Levellers 
and  the  generals  raged  within  the  army, 
most  famously  at  Putney  in  London  in 
November  1647.  The  very  idea  that  sol- 
diers could  argue  with  their  officers 
was  unheard  of.  The  Levellers  argued  for 
equality  between  rich  and  poor,  expressed 
in  the  phrase  by  Colonel  Rainborough 
that  “the  poorest  he  that  is  in  England  has 
a life  to  live  as  the  greatest  he”;  to  which 
Ireton,  Cromwell’s  son-in-law  responded: 
“liberty  cannot  be  provided  for  in  a gen- 
eral sense,  if  property  be  preserved” 
(quoted  in  The  Century  of  Revolution). 
The  Levellers’  most  radical  democratic 
demands  were  in  advance  of  the  social  and 
economic  conditions  of  the  time  and  of 
the  social  forces  that  could  realise  them. 

The  King’s  Head  Rolls 

The  immediate  possibility  of  a split 
in  the  army  was  averted  when  the 
King  escaped  (or  was  freed)  which  re- 
ignited  the  civil  war.  Throughout  1648 
Cromwell’s  army  inflicted  defeats  on  the 
Royalists  in  England  and  Wales;  they  also 
defeated  a pro-Royalist  army  from  Scot- 
land that  threatened  to  invade.  Once 
again.  Colonel  Thomas  Pride  purged  Par- 
liament of  those  who  continued  to  seek  a 
compromise  with  the  King.  However  this 
time  the  anny  leadership  in  London,  in 
alliance  with  the  Levellers,  also  decided 
to  put  the  King  on  trial,  which  meant  he 
would  be  sentenced  to  death.  This  was 
done  while  Cromwell  was  finishing  off 
the  military  campaign  in  the  north  of 
England.  Upon  his  return,  Cromwell  hesi- 
tated before  endorsing  the  regicide, 
although  hardly  out  of  principle — he  is 
reputed  to  have  told  his  soldiers  earlier 
that  he  “would  as  soon  discharge  his  pis- 
tol upon  (the  King]  as  at  any  other  private 
continued  on  page  8 
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Cromwell... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

person”  (quoted  in  God's  Englishman). 
When  Cromwell  made  his  mind  up.  he 
wholeheartedly  supported  the  execution 
of  Charles  I.  declaring:  "1  tell  you  we  will 
cut  off  his  head  with  the  crown  on  it." 

On  30  January  1649  the  King  was  exe- 
cuted. along  with  other  leading  Royalists. 
The  regicide  marked  the  decisive  defeat 
for  the  feudal  order  in  England.  And  as 
the  first  revolution  of  its  kind,  the  signifi- 
cance of  this  victory  was  enormous.  In 
March  the  monarchy  and  House  of  Lords 
were  formally  abolished  and  England 
became  a republic.  Compared  to  later 
revolutions,  it  had  many  limitations  but 
judged  by  the  conditions  of  its  time,  it 
was  unprecedented.  Common  Law  was 
adopted  and  although  this  was  no  equiv- 
alent of  the  Code  Napoleon  introduced  by 
the  French  Revolution  it  was  a major 
advance  from  "Royal  Prerogative.”  The 
Star  Chamber  court  was  abolished  and 
although  separation  of  church  and  state 
was  not  achieved,  a measure  of  Protestant 
religious  dissent  was  allowed.  Christo- 
pher Hill  eloquently  captured  what  was 
meant  by  religious  toleration,  and  how  it 
was  achieved,  saying:  "Cromwell,  [by] 
stabling  in  cathedrals  the  horses  of  the 
most  disciplined  and  most  democratic 
cavalry  the  world  had  yet  seen,  won  a vic- 
tory which  for  ever  stopped  men  being 
flogged  and  branded  for  having  unortho- 
dox views  about  the  Communion  service” 
(The  English  Revolution  of  1640). 

Oliver  Cromwell  died  on  3 September 
1658.  as  Lord  Protector,  having  refused 
the  Crown.  However,  the  revolution  and 
civil  war  had  established  bourgeois  rule 
and  even  though  the  monarchy  was 
restored  in  1660  there  would  be  no  going 
back  to  the  situation  where  the  feudal 
nobles  ruled  over  the  bourgeoisie.  The 
power  of  the  monarchy  that  was  restored 
had  been  drastically  curbed.  Trotsky 
pointed  out  that,  underneath  the  struggles 
between  Cromwell  and  Parliament,  Crom- 
well had  created  a new  society  and  that 
this  could  not  be  undone  by  decrees  of 
parliament.  He  explained: 

"In  dispersing  parliament  after  parlia- 
ment Cromwell  displayed  as  little  rever- 
ence toward  the  fetish  of  ‘national’  repre- 
sentation as  in  the  execution  of  Charles  I 
he  had  displayed  insufficient  respect 
for  a monarchy  by  the  grace  of  God. 
Nevertheless  it  was  this  same  Cromwell 
who  paved  the  way  for  the  parliamen- 
tarism and  democracy  of  the  two  subse- 
quent centuries.  In  revenge  for  Cromwell’s 
execution  of  Charles  I.  Charles  II  swung 
Cromwell's  corpse  up  on  the  gallows. 
But  pre-Cromwellian  society  could  not 
be  re-established  by  the  restoration.  The 
works  of  Cromwell  could  not  be  liqui- 
dated by  the  thievish  legislation  of  the 
Restoration  because  what  is  written  by  the 
sword  cannot  be  wiped  out  by  the  pen." 

— Where  Is  Britain  Going? 

Having  Brought  Revolution 
to  England,  Cromwell  Brings 
Tyranny  to  Ireland 

The  execution  of  Charles  I so  alarmed 
the  bourgeoisie  that  within  days  they  re- 
opened negotiations  with  the  Royalists. 
The  latter  were  regrouping  and  were 
actively  engaged  in  battle  in  Ireland.  In 
March  1649  Parliament  nominated  Crom- 
well to  command  an  invasion  of  Ireland. 
The  prospect  of  being  shipped  to  Ireland 
provoked  a Leveller  revolt  in  the  army,  as 
had  happened  in  1647.  but  this  time  on  a 
much  larger  scale.  However  this  time 
Cromwell  and  his  generals  did  not  side 
with  the  mutineers.  As  Hill  says  the  gen- 
erals “were  now  the  government;  and  the 
government  decided  Ireland  had  to  be 
subdued  once  and  for  all”  (God's  Engli.sh- 
man).  Cromwell  and  the  generals  crushed 
the  Levellers  at  Burford;  Leveller  leaders 
were  arrested  and  four  were  executed. 

This  was  a turning  point  in  Cromwell’s 
revolution.  The  bourgeoisie  heartily  en- 
dorsed Cromwell’s  suppression  of  the 
Levellers:  he  was  given  an  honorary 
degree  by  Oxford  University,  heretofore 
a bastion  of  Royalism,  and  the  City 
Fathers  in  London  threw  a banquet  in 
his  honour.  Rooting  out  the  Levellers 
from  the  ranks  of  the  army  was  seen  by 
the  bourgeoisie  as  necessary  preparation 


for  the  upcoming  invasion  of  Ireland. 
This  showed  that  the  bourgeois  revolution 
was  progressive  when  it  was  ascendant 
because,  however  reluctantly,  the  capital- 
ists were  pitted  against  feudalism  and 
backwardness.  But  when  the  bourgeoisie 
took  power,  the  progressive  content  soon 
gave  way  to  reaction  as  the  capitalist  class 
consolidated  its  hold  on  power. 

In  September  1649.  when  Cromwell 
invaded  Ireland.  Royalist  forces  from  out- 
side were  also  converging  there.  Charles 
Stuart — who  would  later  become  Charles 
II  of  England — arrived  in  Jersey  en  route 
for  Ireland  and  leading  Royalist  general 
Prince  Rupert,  nephew  of  Charles  I.  was 
waiting  off  the  Irish  coast.  However. 
Cromwell's  campaign  in  Ireland  was  not 
only  carried  out  to  defeat  the  Royalists 


"English  reaction  in  Ireland  (as  in  Crom- 
well's time)  had  its  roots  in  the  subjugation 
of  Ireland”  (Letter  to  Engels.  10  Decem- 
ber 1869).  Cromwell's  army  conquered 
Ireland,  crushed  the  resistance  and  seized 
two-thirds  of  the  land.  In  addition.  Crom- 
well encouraged  colonial  settlement  of 
Ireland,  particularly  from  among  Leveller- 
influenced  regiments  in  his  army,  as  a 
way  of  dispersing  troublemakers. 

The  fact  that  Cromwell’s  army  had 
brought  progress  and  liberation  from 
the  yoke  of  absolutism  to  England,  yet 
offered  nothing  but  brutal  colonisation  to 
Ireland,  seems  contradictory  at  first.  But 
the  same  phenomenon  can  be  seen  for 
example  when  we  look  at  the  impact  of 
the  French  revolutionary  regime  in  Haiti, 
a French  colony.  The  French  Revolution 
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and  was  not  simply  an  extension  of  the 
English  Civil  War  on  Irish  terrain.  From 
the  time  of  the  1641  uprising  in  Ireland — 
before  the  Civil  War — both  Royalists  and 
Parliament  agreed  that  Ireland  must  be 
subordinated  to  England,  the  only  ques- 
tion was  which  side  would  command  the 
English  army  that  would  carry  this  out. 
As  an  added  incentive  for  a military  con- 
quest. Parliament  had  passed  an  “Adven- 
turers Act"  in  1642  inviting  English 
moneymen  to  “invest”  in  the  army,  in 
return  for  which  they  were  guaranteed 
Irish  land.  Under  this  scheme  Cromwell 
himself  had  loaned  over  2.000  pounds 
and  had  been  promised  land  in  Leinster. 

Cromwell's  military  campaign  in  Ire- 
land was  designed  to  colonise  Ireland 
with  settlers,  by  seizing  land  from  Cath- 
olic landowners,  who  were  sent  to  Con- 
naught. Tenants  were  offered  the  choice 
of  going  with  the  landlord,  or  remaining 
to  serve  the  new  lord  as  “hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water."  Cromwell  also 
instituted  severe  repression  for  the  1641 
uprising.  For  sheer  brutality  his  campaign 
is  regarded  to  this  day  as  the  most  repres- 
sive English  invasion  ever.  It  has  also 
been  seized  upon  ever  since  by  supporters 
of  Catholic  reaction  and  Royalism,  as  an 
example  of  the  barbarity  of  what  they 
termed  the  “regicide  republic.”  A Jesuit 
historian.  Father  Denis  Murphy,  became 
the  leading  Irish  authority  on  Cromwell’s 
campaign.  In  1883  he  published  fabri- 
cated tales  about  Cromwell’s  indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter  of  women  and  children, 
to  inflate  the  death  toll  of  this  already 
bloody  campaign.  Judged  by  military  stan- 
dards of  the  day.  and  of  the  Civil  War  bat- 
tles in  England  and  Scotland.  Cromwell's 
policy  was  ruthless  (though  not  indis- 
criminate), His  army  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  garri.sons  at  Drogheda  and 
Wexford  and  when  this  was  refused  he 
took  no  prisoners  but  put  to  death  all  men 
at  arms,  including  Catholic  clergy. 

Christopher  Hill  aptly  describes  Crom- 
well’s conquest  of  Ireland  as  “the  first  big 
triumph  of  English  imperialism  and  the 
first  big  defeat  of  English  democracy"  (The 
English  Revolution  of  1640).  In  this  he 
echoes  Karl  Marx  who  said  in  1869  that 


itself  had  inspired  a slave  rebellion 
in  Haiti  that  struck  fear  into  the  slave- 
masters  and  property-owning  classes. 
However,  the  class  that  came  to  power 
in  France  under  the  banner  of  “liberty, 
equality  and  fraternity”  was  the  bourgeoi- 
sie and  the  new  rulers  were  horrified  at 
the  prospect  of  abolishing  slavery  in 
Haiti,  because  the  wealth  of  the  leading 
capitalists  in  France  depended  on  the 
enormous  profits  that  flowed  out  of  the 
Antilles.  For  the  same  reason,  the  rela- 
tionship of  Cromwellian  England  to  Ire- 
land would  necessarily  be  oppressive 
because  the  determining  factor  was  the 
profit  the  English  capitalists  raked  in 
from  its  Irish  colony,  where  the  London- 
Den7  Company  had  been  established 
before  Cromwell’s  reign. 

The  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  Irish  poor 
were  Catholic  certainly  added  to  the 
hatred  displayed  by  Cromwell’s  troops.  It 
is  true  that  the  struggle  against  feudalism 


had  to  be  conducted  in  the  first  instance 
against  the  Catholic  Church,  the  centre  of 
feudal  reaction.  In  Ireland.  Catholics  and 
Protestants.  English  and  Irish  fought  on 
the  Royalist  side  against  Cromwell.  But 
there  was  little  incentive  for  Catholics  to 
fight  on  the  Parliamentary  side,  since 
Cromwell’s  Puritanism  condemned  all 
Catholics  as  enemies.  In  Cromwell’s  Eng- 
land. Jews  returned  for  the  first  time  since 
they  were  driven  out  in  1290.  but  there 
was  no  religious  tolerance  for  Catholics. 

Hill  also  points  to  the  prevalence  of 
anti-Irish  prejudice  in  England,  saying: 
"The  hatred  and  contempt  which  proper- 
tied Englishmen  felt  for  the  Irish  is  some- 
thing which  we  may  deplore  but  should 
not  conceal”  (God's  Englishman),  adding 
that  this  was  shared  even  by  the  poet  Mil- 
ton.  who  was  far  from  a reactionary.  Mil- 
ton  was  a leading  ideologue  whose  poem 
Paradise  Lost  refers  to  the  wave  of  reac- 
tion that  accompanied  the  end  of  the 
republic  and  the  restoration  of  the  monar- 
chy. For  his  defence  of  the  regicides.  Mil- 
ton  himself  risked  execution. 

The  Levellers  often  expressed  soli- 
darity with  the  people  of  Ireland — Wil- 
liam Walwyn  was  of  the  view  that,  "the 
cause  of  the  Irish  natives  in  seeking  their 
just  freedoms. ..was  the  very  same  with 
our  cause  here  in  endeavouring  our  own 
rescue  and  freedom  from  the  power 
of  oppres.sors"  (quoted  in  The  World 
Turned  Upside  Down).  The  Levellers  had 
a radical-democratic  programme  calling 
for  abolition  of  the  monarchy  and  House 
of  Lords;  free  trade,  freedom  from 
monopolies,  freedom  from  conscription, 
opening  of  enclosed  lands,  disestablish- 
ment of  the  church,  abolition  of  tithes. 
The  Diggers;  who  also  had  popular  sup- 
port, opposed  private  property  and  called 
for  the  abolition  of  wage  labour  while 
experimenting  with  communal  farming. 
But  the  yeomen  and  craftsmen  who 
were  the  base  of  the  Levellers  and  Dig- 
gers were  petty-bourgeois,  and  therefore 
lacked  the  cohesion  and  social  power  to 
lake  on  and  defeat  the  bourgeoisie.  The 
birth  of  the  factory  proletariat  was  still 
far  in  the  future.  However,  the  Levellers 
earned  their  place  in  history  for  what 
they  did  achieve — it  was  thanks  to  their 
radical  programme  that  the  bourgeois 
revolution  achieved  what  was  possible  at 
the  time,  namely  the  execution  of  the 
King,  the  abolition  of  the  monarchy  and 
establishment  of  a democratic  republic. 

Paradoxically,  the  bourgeois  revolution 
would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  yeomen 
who  fought  most  valiantly  for  its  victory. 
As  Friedrich  Engels  explained  in  1892. 
this  applies  to  the  bourgeois  revolutions 
in  France  and  Germany  as  well.  He  says: 

"Curiously  enough,  in  all  the  three  great 
bourgeois  risings,  the  peasantry  fur- 
nishes the  army  that  has  to  do  the  fight- 
ing; and  the  peasantry  is  just  the  class 
that,  the  victory  once  gained,  is  most 
surely  ruined  by  the  economic  conse- 
quences of  that  victory.  A hundred  years 
after  Cromwell,  the  yeomanry  of  Eng- 
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Afghanistan... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 

of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  stood  for  the 
military  defense  of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq 
against  imperialist  attack  without  giving 
any  political  support  to  the  reactionary, 
woman-hating  Taliban  cutthroats  or  the 
capitalist  dictatorship  of  Saddam  Hus- 
sein. We  underlined  that  every  victory  for 
the  imperialists  in  their  military  adven- 
tures encourages  more  predatory  wars; 
every  setback  serves  to  assist  the  strug- 
gles of  working  people  and  the  oppressed 
the  world  over.  Today,  we  call  for  the 
immediate  and  unconditional  withdrawal 
of  all  U.S.  troops  and  bases  from  Iraq. 
Afghanistan  and  Centra!  Asia! 

As  proletarian-internationalist  oppo- 
nents of  U.S.  imperialism,  we  recognize 
that  when  the  insurgents  in  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan  aim  their  blows  against  the 
U.S.  occupiers  and  their  lackeys,  such 
acts  coincide  with  the  interests  of  the 
international  proletariat.  But  we  do  not 
imbue  the  forces  presently  organizing 
guerrilla  attacks  on  U.S.  forces  with  ■’anti- 
imperialist"  credentials. 

We  warn  that  in  the  absence  of  working- 
class  struggle  in  Iraq  and  internationally 
against  the  occupation,  the  victory  of  one 
or  another  of  the  reactionary  clerical  forces 
is  likely  to  come  about  through  an  alli- 
ance with  U.S.  imperialism.  We  are  in- 
transigent opponents  of  the  murderous 
communal  violence  against  other  ethnic, 
religious  and  national  populations  often- 
times carried  out  by  the  very  same  forces 
fighting  the  occupation  armies.  And  we 
condemn  the  kidnappings  and  executions 
of  foreign  civilian  workers  in  Iraq.  As 
we  wrote  in  “The  Left  and  the  ‘Iraqi 
Resistance’ — U.S.  Out  of  Iraq  Now!” 
iWV  No.  830.  6 August  2004); 

"Equitable  resolution  of  the  democratic 
rights  of  all  the  peoples  of  Iraq,  and 
the  Near  East  more  broadly,  cannot  be 
achieved  under  capitalism  but  only  with 
the  overthrow  of  bourgeois  rule  in  the 
region  and  the  establishment  of  a social- 
ist federation  of  the  Near  East.  This  is  the 
Trotskyist  program  of  permanent  revolu- 
tion. lliis  means  combining  the  struggle 
against  the  occupation  with  a struggle 
against  all  manner  of  bourgeois  national- 
ism and  religious  fundamentalism,  and 
poses  the  urgent  need  to  forge  Marxist 
parties  to  lead  the  struggles  for  the  work- 
ing people  to  come  to  power  throughout 
the  region.  International  extension  of  the 
revolution  to  the  rich  centers  of  imperial- 
ism— the  United  States,  Germany,  Japan 


land  had  almost  disappeared.  Anyhow, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  yeomanry  and  for 
the  plebeian  element  in  the  towns,  the 
bourgeoisie  alone  would  never  have 
fought  the  matter  out  to  the  bitter  end. 
and  would  never  have  brought  Charles  I 
to  the  scaffold.  In  order  to  secure  even 
those  conquests  of  the  bourgeoisie  that 
were  ripe  for  gathering  at  the  time,  the 
revolution  had  to  be  carried  considerably 
further — exactly  as  in  1793  in  France 
and  1848  in  Germany.  This  seems,  in 
fact,  to  be  one  of  the  laws  of  evolution  of 
bourgeois  society." 

— Introduction  to  the  English 
edition  of  Socialism:  Utopian 
and  Scientific 

Following  a war  with  the  Dutch  repub- 
lic in  the  early  1650s,  England  took  con- 
trol of  shipping  to  and  from  the  colonies, 
which  now  included  Jamaica,  The  Navi- 
gation Acts  of  the  early  1650s  laid  the 
foundation  for  British  domination  of  the 
seas.  Cromwell's  rule  paved  the  way  for 
development  of  British  capitalism  over 
the  next  two  centuries  to  the  point  where 
it  would  become  the  “world’s  number 
one  superpower."  Beginning  around  the 
end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  British 
capitalism  went  into  steep  decline  rela- 
tive to  its  rivals  in  the  United  States  and 
Germany.  In  its  prolonged  decline.  Brit- 
ish imperialism  has  been  preserved  by 
Labour  reformism,  which  has  been  im- 
placably hostile  to  every  revolutionary 
movement  of  the  proletariat.  But  they 
cannot  bury  the  revolutionary  traditions. 

In  the  nineteenth  century,  the  young 
proletariat  produced  a revolutionary  move- 
ment known  as  the  Chartists,  who  picked 
up  many  of  the  ideas  of  the  Levellers  and 
Diggers.  In  1848  Marx  and  Engels  pub- 
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— is  vital,  or.  as  Marx  noted,  ‘all  the  old 
crap’  will  return.” 

We  have  stressed  from  the  beginning 
that  the  chief  means  of  defending  neo- 
colonial Afghanistan  and  Iraq  against  the 
overwhelming  military  might  of  Ameri- 
can imperialism  and  its  allies  is  through 
international  working-class  struggle,  espe- 
cially by  the  multiracial  U.S.  proletariat. 
The  bombings  in  Afghanistan  and  the 
devastation  of  Iraq  have  gone  hand  in 
hand  with  the  capitalist  rulers’  onslaught 
against  working  people,  minorities  and 
most  everyone  else  domestically.  The 
“war  on  terror”  that  served  as  the  pretext 
for  the  occupations  has  led  to  the  shred- 
ding of  democratic  rights  and  a massive 
increase  in  the  repressive  powers  of  the 
capitalist  state. 

The  perspective  of  class  struggle 
against  the  capitalist  rulers  at  home 
requires  a political  struggle  against  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy,  which  supports 
the  capitalist  system  and  its  political  par- 
ties. A clear  example  of  the  role  of  the 
labor  bureaucracy  was  the  political  basis 
on  which  the  West  Coast  port  shutdown 
by  the  ILWU  longshore  union  on  May 
Day  against  the  U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq 
(but  not  of  Afghanistan)  was  carried  out. 
Coming  amid  ongoing  contract  negotia- 
tions with  the  Pacific  Maritime  Associa- 
tion, this  action  was  a powerful  display  of 
union  muscle  to  the  shipping  bosses.  But 
it  was  wrapped  in  red-white-and-blue 
American  chauvinism  by  the  ILWU  Inter- 
national bureaucracy  and  subordinated  to 
the  union  tops’  endorsement  of  Obama 
for  president.  At  the  San  Francisco  May 
Day  rally,  which  was  politically  domi- 
nated by  speakers  from  the  Democratic 
and  Green  parties,  an  ILWU  Local  10 
official  read  out  a statement  from  Interna- 
tional president  Bob  McEllrath  declaring. 


Left:  Carter's 
national  security 
adviser  Zbigniew 
Brzezinski  at  Khyber 
Pass  overlooking 
Afghanistan,  1960. 

Ronald  Reagan 
meets  with 
reactionary  Afghan 
mujahedin  at  White 
House.  1983.  U.S. 

Imperialists  armed 
and  financed  Islamic 
fundamentalist 
terrorists  against 
Soviet  Union. 

“We’re  standing  up  for  America,  we’re 
supporting  the  troops....  We’re  loyal 
to  America.”  Such  vile  "America  first’’ 
chauvinism  was  a pledge  of  allegiance  to 
the  bloody  U.S.  occupiers  against  the 
peoples  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

For  their  part,  the  various  antiwar 
coalitions — United  for  Peace  and  Justice, 
ANSWER.  Troops  Out  Now  and  Not  In 
Our  Name — were  built  by  the  reformist 
left  on  a class-collaborationist  and  social- 
patriotic  basis,  preaching  the  lie  that 
imperialist  war  can  be  ended  under  capi- 
talism. The  purpose  of  these  coalitions 
has  been  to  forge  a political  alliance  with 
"peace  loving”  sections  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie, i.e..  liberal  Democrats.  Thus,  such 
actions  as  were  organized  by  these  coali- 
tions never  called  for  military  defense  of 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan  against  American 
imperialism,  limiting  their  slogans  to 
pacifist  “No  to  War”  appeals  to  the  impe- 
rialist rulers. 

In  June,  a range  of  fake  leftists  such  as 
Socialist  Action,  the  International  Social- 
ist Organization  (ISO),  the  Party  for 
Socialism  and  Liberation  (PSL)  and 
Workers  World  joined  with  an  array  of 
liberals  at  a gathering  in  Cleveland 
dubbed  the  “National  Assembly  to  End 
the  Iraq  War  and  Occupation.”  Endorsers 
included  the  Progressive  Democrats  of 
America  and  Cynthia  McKinney,  presi- 
dential candidate  of  the  bourgeois  Green 
Party.  This  confab  was  modeled  on  the 
1970s  National  Peace  Action  Coalition 
(NPAC)  campaign  that  sought  to  limit  the 
protests  against  the  Vietnam  War  to  the 
pacifist  demand  to  bring  the  troops  home. 
In  building  the  Cleveland  conference,  the 
organizers  disappeared  the  occupation  of 
Afghanistan  in  order  to  appeal  to  liberal 
Democrats.  This  is  not  new.  During  the 
Vietnam  War,  when,  unlike  Iraq  today, 


there  was  a struggle  not  only  against 
imperialist  occupation  but  for  social  revo- 
lution to  overthrow  the  capitalist  order  in 
Vietnam.  NPAC  opposed  the  call  for  the 
military  defeat  of  U.S.  imperialism.  In 
contrast,  the  Spartacist  League  stood  for 
military  victory  to  Vietnam’s  workers  and 
peasants  and  declared,  "All  Indochina 
Must  Go  Communist!” 

Typically,  the  various  “peace”  coalitions 
call  for  a reordering  of  the  bourgeoisie’s 
priorities:  money  for  education,  not  war. 
etc.  However,  the  capitalist  system  cannot 
be  pressured  or  reformed  to  work  in  the 
interest  of  human  needs.  The  relentless 
drive  for  profits  and  spheres  of  influence 
by  the  rulers  of  the  U.S.  and  other  big 
capitalist  powers  necessarily  results  in 
wars  and  neocolonial  pillage.  Imperialist 
aggression  and  war  are  not  “policies”  that 
can  be  ended  within  the  framework  of 
capitalism — the  entire  system  must  be 
overturned.  Only  by  wresting  the  means 
of  production  from  the  hands  of  the  capi- 
talist imperialist  rulers  and  creating  an 
international  planned  economy  can  the 
needs  of  the  billions  of  toilers  now  con- 
signed to  hideous  poverty  begin  to  be 
met  and  the  threat  of  war  ended  once  and 
for  all. 

Republicans,  Democrats 
Ratchet  Up  Threats  Against  Iran 

Two  months  before  Obama’s  visit  to 
Baghdad,  the  Christian  Science  Monitor 
(14  May)  revealed  details  of  a meeting  in 
early  April  of  Iraqi  president  Jalal  Tala- 
bani  and  other  top  Iraqi  officials  with 
Iran’s  Brig.  Gen.  Qassen  Suleimani,  the 
head  of  Iran’s  Islamic  Revolutionary 
Guards  Quds  Force,  a paramilitary  group 
that  American  officials,  say  is  backing 
Shi’ite  militias  in  Iraq.  The  article  quoted 
continued  on  page  10 


lished  The  Communist  Manifesto,  a pro- 
gramme for  proletarian  revolution.  Sub- 
sequently they  came  to  understand  the 
vital  importance  of  the  fight  against  the 
colonial  oppression  of  Ireland  to  the 
emancipation  of  the  proletariat  in  Eng- 
land. Summarising  his  conclusion.  Karl 
Marx  described  how  his  appreciation  of 
this  question  changed  over  time: 

"It  is  in  the  direct  and  absolute  interests 
of  the  English  working  class  to  get  rid  of 
their  present  connection  with  Ireland.... 
For  a long  time  1 believed  it  would  be 
possible  to  overthrow  the  Irish  regime  by 
English  working  class  ascendancy.  I 
always  took  this  viewpoint  in  the  New- 
York  Tribune.  Deeper  study  has  now  con- 
vinced me  of  the  opposite.  The  English 
working  class  will  never  accomplish  any- 
thing before  it  has  got  rid  of  Ireland.  The 
lever  must  be  applied  in  Ireland.  This  is 
why  the  Irish  question  is  so  important  for 
the  social  movement  in  general.” 

— Letter  to  Engels, 

10  December  1869 

The  programme  for  proletarian  revolu- 
tion outlined  by  Marx  and  Engels  was 
carried  forward,  developed  and  imple- 
mented by  Lenin’s  Bolshevik  Party  who 
led  the  great  revolution  of  October  1917 
in  the  Russian  Empire,  the  first  workers 
revolution  in  history.  The  Bolshevik  Revo- 
lution overthrew  the  capitalists,  landlords 
and  the  tsarist  autocracy  and  set  up  a 
new  state  power  based  on  working-class 
rule,  supported  by  the  peasantry.  To 
paraphrase  Gerard  Winstanley.  a leader 
of  the  Diggers,  the  Bolshevik  Revolution 
"turned  the  world  upside  down."  And  our 
job  is  to  build  a party  that  will  again  turn 
the  capitalist  order  upside  down.  The 
revolutionary  proletariat  in  Britain  will 


recognise  its  debt  to  Oliver  Cromwell  as 
it  establishes  workers  republics  in  Bri- 
tain and  in  Ireland,  and  fights  to  extend 
working-class  rule  internationally.  The 
revolutionary  proletariat  will  take  care  of 
unfinished  business;  the  abolition  of  the 
monarchy,  the  House  of  Lords  and  the 
established  churches! 

Our  demands  also  include:  British 
troops  out  of  Northern  Ireland  and  for 
the  right  of  self-determination  for  Scot- 
land and  Wales.  Together  with  our  com- 
rades in  Ireland  who  fight  for  an  Irish 
workers  republic,  our  aim  is  a voluntary 
federation  of  workers  republics  in  the 
British  Isles.  This  will  open  up  the  pos- 


sibility of  social  and  economic  develop- 
ment far  surpassing  the  English  Revolu- 
tion and  the  industrial  revolution.  We 
cannot  say  in  advance  how  quickly  the 
proletarian  revolution  will  dissolve  Par- 
liament, but  we  concur  with  Trotsky  that: 

"Whether  the  proletarian  revolution  will 
have  its  own  ‘long’  parliament  we  do  not 
know.  It  is  highly  likely  that  it  will  con- 
fine itself  to  a short  parliament.  However 
it  will  the  more  surely  achieve  this  the 
better  it  masters  the  lessons  of  Crom- 
well’s era.” 

— Where  Is  Britain  Going? 

We  are  indebted  to  Christopher  Hill 
for  making  these  lessons  more  accessi- 
ble to  us.B 


Spartacist  League  Forum 

Democrats  Spearhead  Anti-China  Crusade 
Down  With  imperiaiists,  Daiai  Lama  Provocations! 

Defend  the  Gains  of  the 
1949  Chinese  Revoiution! 


For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 


Speaker:  Keith  Markin.  Spartacist  League 


Saturday,  August  16,  5 p.m. 

Ida  Noyes  Hall-East  Lounge 
University  of  Chicago 
1212  E-  59th  St. 

(Corner  of  59th  and  Woodlawn  Ave.) 


For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 

or  e-mail;  Chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net 
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With  a Report  on  the  International  Campaign  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— Join  the  Fight!  Get  Involved! 


1 AUGUST  2008 
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Afghanistan... 
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Jusi  as  soaalists  welcomed  the 
deteat  ot  the  US  m Vietnam,  we 
welcome  the  defeat  of  the  Russians 
in  Afghanistan  It  will  give  hearl  to 
all  those  inside  the  USSR  and  in 
Eastern  Europe  who  want  to  break 
the  rule  of  Stalin’s  heirs. 


Planeta  Publishers  TTw^iani^^n.  -mm*  Getty 

Soviet  military  intervention  in  1979  opened  road  to  emancipation  of  Afghan  women  (left,  in  Kabul  march).  Spartacists 
hailed  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan,  called  for  extending  gains  of  October  Revolution  to  Afghan  peoples.  Anti-Communist 
ISO  welcomed  victory  of  Islamic  fundamentalists'  holy  war  for  re-enslavement  of  women  (right,  Afghanistan  2001). 


an  Atnencan  official  who  said  that  Sulei- 
mani  "promi.sed  to  slop  arming  group.s  in 
Iraq  and  to  ensure  that  groups  halt  activ- 
ities against  US  forces"  and  was  "willing 
to  'send  a small  team'  to  'discuss  any 
issue'  with  the  Americans.”  Indeed.  Iran 
is  credited,  including  by  Washington's 
quisling  Iraqi  regime,  with  having  used 
its  influence  to  have  al-Mahdi  Army 
leader  Moqtada  al-Sadr  order  his  forces 
to  stand  down  after  fierce  fighting 
between  his  Shi'ite  militia  and  govern- 
ment troops  earlier  this  year. 

With  their  kept  bourgeois  media  in 
tow.  the  Democrats  as  well  as  the  Repub- 
licans continue  to  foment  hysteria  over 
Iran’s  nuclear  energy  program.  Iran  is 
subject  to  three  sets  of  UN  sanctions  as 
well  as  a growing  number  of  U.S.  sanc- 
tions, the  first  imposed  25  years  ago. 
Obama  incurred  criticism  by  presump- 
tive Republican  candidate  John  McCain 
for  saying  he  would  negotiate  with  Ira- 
nian leaders,  but  Obama  has  repeatedly 
emphasized  that  he  would  keep  "all 
options.”  including  the  threat  of  military 
attack  against  Iran,  "on  the  table.” 

In  a provocative  move  in  early  June. 
Israel  staged  a major  military  exercise 
in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  that  was 
widely  described  as  a "dress  rehearsal" 
for  an  attack  against  Iranian  nuclear 
facilities.  Iran  responded  in  early  July  by 
test-firing  long-range  missiles  in  the  Per- 
sian Gulf,  including  one  that  Tehran  said 
had  the  range  to  reach  Israel. 

The  signals  from  Washington  concern- 
ing a possible  attack  on  Iran  have  lately 
been  mixed.  In  late  June,  responding  to  the 
Israeli  military  exercise.  Admiral  Michael 
Mullen,  chairman  of  the  U.S,  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff,  met  with  his  counterpart  in 
Israel.  According  to  the  Jerusalem  Post 
(4  July).  Mullen  was  trying  "to  throw 
cold  water  on  any  possible  Israeli  inten- 
tions.” At  the  same  time,  the  London  Sun- 
day Telegraph  (6  July)  reported; 

"Those  familiar  with  the  Israeli-American 
military  talks  believe  that  Israel  is  still 
determined  to  act  before  Iran  has  enough 
highly  enriched  uranium  to  build  a bomb, 
and  before  Tehran  has  acquired  the  Rus- 
sian SA-20  air  defence  system  to  protect 
Its  nuclear  facilities.... 

"Former  defence  and  intelligence  officers 
who  advise  the  Pentagon  have  disclosed 
that  the  US  military  is  looking  into  possible 
outcomes  for  military  attacks  fcatunng 
varying  levels  of  American  involvement." 

Meanwhile,  on  July  19  a high-ranking 
State  Department  official  joined  negotia- 
tions between  the  European  Union  and 
Iran,  despite  the  Bush  administration's 
insistence  for  years  that  it  would  not 
engage  in  direct  talks  unless  Tehran  first 
suspended  its  enrichment  of  uranium. 
U.S  officials  also  leaked  the  fact  that 
Washington  was  seeking  to  establish  a 
diplomatic  presence  in  Tehran  for  the  first 
time  since  relations  were  severed  nearly 
three  decades  ago. 

We  are  in  no  position  to  judge  the  like- 
lihood of  an  impending  U.S.  or  Israeli 
attack  on  Iran,  As  revolutionary  oppo- 
nents of  U.S.  imperialism,  we  oppose  any 
economic  sanctions  against  Iran,  which 
are  an  act  of  war.  The  Iranian  government 
says  that  it  does  not  plan  to  develop  the 
bomb.  In  fact,  given  the  threats  by  the 
imperialists,  it  would  be  perfectly  rea- 
sonable and  necessary  for  Iran  to  pursue 
getting  nuclear  weapons  and  adequate 
delivery  systems  to  deter  attack.  In  today’s 
world,  possession  of  nukes  has  become  a 
necessary  means  of  maintaining  national 
sovereignty.  In  the  event  of  military  attack 
against  Iran  by  the  U.S.  or  by  Israel — the 
only  nuclear-armed  country  in  the  Near 
East — operating  on  behalf  of  the  U.S.,  it 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  international  pro- 
letariat to  stand  for  the  military  defense 
of  Iran  without  giving  an  iota  of  political 
support  to  the  reactionary  Tehran  regime. 

A protest  endorsed  by  a host  of  refor- 
mist groups,  including  the  RCP's  World 
Can't  Wait  (WCW)  coalition,  has  been 
called  for  August  2 in  New  York  City  to 
"Slop  War  on  Iran.  " In  fact,  the  "opposi- 
tion* to  war  against  Iran  by  the  reformist 
left  was  exposed  in  2006  when  the  RCP’s 
WCW  and  the  ISO's  Campus  Antiwju* 


Network  (CAN)  signed  on  to  a petition  to 
"Dear  President  Bush  and  Vice  President 
Cheney”  advising: 

"The  most  effective  way  to  prevent  Iran 
from  developing  nuclear  weapons  would 
be  to  closely  monitor  its  nuclear  energy 
program,  and  to  improve  diplomatic  rela- 
tions— two  tasks  made  much  more  diffi- 
cult by  threatening  to  bomb  Iranian  terri- 
tory. We  urge  you  to  lead  the  way  to 
peace,  not  war,  and  to  begin  by  making 
clear  that  you  will  not  comnut  the  high- 
est international  crime  by  aggressively 
attacking  Iran.” 

As  we  wrote  in  “ISO.  RCP  to  Bush: 
Disarm  Iran.  ‘Lead  the  Way  to  Peace'” 
(VWNo.  870.  12  May  2006):  "This  peti- 
tion is  like  appealing  to  Jack  the  Ripper 
to  lake  up  social  work — while  simultane- 
ously demanding  that  his  potential  vic- 
tims walk  the  streets  defenseless." 

We  Said:  Hail  Red  Army 
in  Afghanistan! 

The  insurgents  the  U.S.  faces  in  Afghan- 
istan today  are  Frankenstein’s  monsters 
turned  on  their  former  masters.  U.S.  aid 
to  the  Afghan  mujahedin  began  in  the 
late  1970s  under  the  Carter  administra- 
tion. which  had  launched  an  anti-Soviet 
"human  rights"  crusade.  The  Islamic  fun- 
damentalist mujahedin  were  in  rebellion 
against  the  pro-Moscow  People’s  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  Afghanistan  (PDPA). 
which  took  power  in  April  1978.  The 
PDPA  sought  to  implement  some  mini- 
mal reforms  to  bring  Afghanistan  closer 
to  the  20th  century:  land  distribution, 
freeing  women  from  the  hurka  (the  head- 
to-toe  "veil"),  reducing  the  bride  price  to 
a nominal  sum  and  providing  education 
for  girls.  These  basic  reforms  sparked  a 
ferocious  rebellion  by  landlords,  tribal 
chiefs  and  mullahs  who  launched  a Jihad 
(holy  war),  burning  down  schools  and 
flaying  teachers  alive  for  the  "crime”  of 
leaching  young  girls  to  read.  When  the 
PDPA  requested  assistance  from  Moscow 
in  quelling  this  bloody  rebellion,  the 
Soviet  Army  intervened,  acting  to  defend 
the  USSR’s  southern  border  against  the 
CIA-backed  insurgency.  This  was  the  first 
war  fought  in  modem  history  where  the 
status  of  women  played  the  central  role. 

The  threat  of  a CIA-supported  Islamic 
takeover  on  the  USSR’s  southern  flank 
posed  pointblank  the  unconditional  mili- 
tary defense  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state.  As  we  wrote  at  the  time: 

"A  victory  for  the  Islamic-feudalisi  insur- 
gency in  Afghanistan  will  not  only  mean 
a hostile,  imperialist-allied  slate  on  the 
USSR’s  southern  border.  It  will  mean 
the  extermination  of  the  Afghan  left  and 
the  reimposition  of  feudal  barbarism — 
the  veil,  the  bride  price.  Moreover,  the 
Soviet  military  occupation  raises  the 
possibility  of  a social  revolution  in  this 
wretchedly  backward  country,  a pos- 
sibility which  did  not  exist  before." 

— Spartaasi  (English-language 
edition)  No.  29.  Summer  1980 

The  Soviet  intervention  was  unambigu- 
ously progressive,  underlining  the  Trot- 
skyist understanding  that  despite  its  degen- 
eration under  a Stalinist  bureaucratic 
caste,  the  Soviet  Union  remained  a work- 
ers stale  embodying  the  historic  gains  of 
the  October  Revolution  of  1917.  centrally 
the  planned  economy  and  collectivized 
property  These  were  enormous  gains,  not 
least  for  women  and  the  historically  Mus- 


lim peoples  of  Soviet  Central  Asia,  where 
conditions  before  the  Bolshevik  Revolu- 
tion had  been  as  backward  and  benighted 
as  in  Afghanistan. 

A Red  Army  victory  posed  the  exten- 
sion of  the  social  gains  of  the  October 
Revolution  to  Afghanistan  through  a pro- 
longed occupation  and  the  country’s  inte- 
gration into  the  Soviet  system.  Though 
undertaken  purely  for  defensive  geo- 
political reasons,  the  Soviet  military 
intervention  cut  against  the  grain  of  the 
nationalist  Stalinist  dogma  of  "socialism 
in  one  country.”  The  Red  Army  troops, 
many  of  them  recruits  ft-om  Soviet  Central 
Asia,  who  fought  against  the  CIA-backed 
mujahedin  believed  they  were  fulfilling 
their  internationalist  duty.  And  so  they 
were!  This  military  intervention  also 
offered  the  prospect  of  reanimating  the 
Bolshevik  program  of  proletarian  revolu- 
tionary internationalism  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  Pointing  to  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy's capacity  to  betray,  we  stressed  at 
the  time  that  a genuinely  intemaiionulist 
perspective  toward  Afghanistan  required 
a workers  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  and  return  the 
Soviet  Union  to  the  road  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky. 

Joining  the  imperialists’  anti-Soviet 
war  drive,  the  bulk  of  the  left  internation- 
ally condemned  the  Soviet  ’’invasion”  of 
Afghanistan.  The  anti-Communist  ISO 
and  its  then-parent  group  in  Britain.  Tony 
Cliff’s  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP). 
criminally  stood  with  the  imperialists. 
The  12  January  1980  issue  of  the  SWP’s 
Socialist  Worker  blared.  “Troops  Out  of 
Afghanistan!"  For  its  part,  the  Maoist 
RCP  declared  in  Revolutionary  Worker 
(1 1 January  1980);  "Superpowers  Square 
Off  Over  Afghanistan."  and  condemned 
“Soviet  social  imperialism.”  In  order  to 
cover  for  its  treachery,  the  RCP  invented 
Afghan  Maoist  groupings  opposed  to 
both  the  mullahs  and  the  Soviets.  But  the 
real  enemy  of  this  "opposition”  was  the 
liberating  Soviet  troops,  as  the  RCP  made 
clear  in  a retrospective  article  in  Revolu- 
tionary Worker  (10  March  2002):  “Revo- 
lutionary and  progressive  forces,  includ- 
ing the  country’s  Maoist  organizations, 
threw  themselves  into  the  fight  against 
the  Soviet  invaders.” 

When  ihen-Soviet  leader  Mikhail  Gor- 
bachev. in  a vain  attempt  to  appease  the 
imperialists,  withdrew  forces  from  Afghan- 
istan in  1989.  we  denounced  this  as  a 
crime  against  both  the  Afghan  and  Soviet 
peoples.  That  betrayal  by  the  Kremlin 
bureaucracy  opened  the  road  to  muja- 
hedin rule  in  Afghanistan  and  prepared 
the  ground  for  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  degenerated  work- 
ers state  itself  in  1991-92.  a historic  defeat 
for  the  proletariat  and  the  oppressed  around 
the  world.  In  contrast,  the  ISO  declared: 
"Just  as  socialists  welcomed  the  defeat 
of  the  U.S.  in  Vietnam,  we  welcome  the 
defeat  of  the  Russians  in  Afghanistan  It 
will  give  heart  to  all  those  inside  the 
USSR  and  in  East  Europe  who  want  to 
break  the  rule  of  Stalin's  heirs"  {Socialist 
WwrArr  lU.S.).  May  1988). 

When  the  Soviet  Army  intervened 
into  Afghanistan,  we  wrote  in  Spartacist 
(English-language  edition)  No.  27-28. 


Winter  1979-80;  "Although  uncalled  for 
militarily,  a natural  response  on  the  part 
of  the  world's  young  leftists  would  be  an 
enthusiastic  desire  to  join  an  interna- 
tional brigade  to  fight  the  reactionary 
CIA-connected  rebels.”  In  the  face  of  the 
Stalinists’  criminal  withdrawal,  the  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee,  a non-sectarian, 
class-struggle  legal  and  social  defen.se 
organization  associated  with  the  Sparta- 
cisl  League,  wrote  to  the  PDPA  gov- 
ernment offering  "to  organize  an  inter- 
national brigade  to  fight  to  the  death” 
against  the  forces  of  Islamic  reaction. 

The  PDC’s  offer  was  declined,  but  at 
the  request  of  the  government,  the  PDC 
and  its  fraternal  defense  organizations 
internationally  organized  a fund  drive  to 
aid  the  civilian  victims  of  the  all-out 
mujahedin  offensive  against  the  city  of 
Jalalabad.  In  three  months,  over  $44,000 
was  raised,  overwhelmingly  from  small 
donations  from  thousands  of  people, 
many  of  them  immigrant  workers  and 
women  in  Muslim  communities  through- 
out West  Europe  and  North  America.  The 
siege  of  Jalalabad  was  defeated.  The 
PDPA  hung  on  for  another  three  hard- 
fought  years  until  1992.  when  the  muja- 
hedin finally  look  Kabul.  Four  years  later, 
the  Taliban  took  over  the  country. 

While  the  bulk  of  the  left  internation- 
ally stood  on  the  side  of  counterrevolu- 
tion. we  of  the  International  Communist 
League  fought  to  the  end  in  defense  of  the 
USSR  and  the  deformed  workers  slates 
of  East  and  Central  Europe,  just  as  today 
we  stand  for  the  unconditional  military 
defen.se  of  the  remaining  deformed  work- 
ers states  of  China.  Vietnam.  North  Korea 
and  Cuba.  In  East  Germany  (DDR)  in 
1989-90.  while  the  disintegrating  Stalin- 
ist regime  of  the  SED-PDS  whined  that 
capitalist  restoration  should  be  imple- 
mented in  a humane  manner,  we  uniquely 
opposed  the  capitalist  reunification.  We 
called  for  a red  Germany  of  workers 
councils  (soviets)  through  political  revo- 
lution in  the  DDR  and  socialist  revolution 
in  West  Germany.  We  initiated  a massive 
mobilization,  which  was  then  supported 
by  the  SED-PDS,  in  Berlin’s  Treptow 
Park  on  3 January  1990  against  the  fascist 
desecration  of  a Soviet  war  memorial  and 
in  defense  of  the  USSR  and  DDR,  In 
the  USSR,  we  distributed  some  100,000 
copies  of  our  1991  statement  calling  on 
Soviet  workers  to  “Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush 
Counterrevolution’’  and  urging  the  prole- 
tariat to  form  soviets  under  the  program  of 
Bolshevik  internationalism. 

The  horrors  being  played  out  today 
in  Afghanistan  are  among  the  starkest 
expressions  of  the  choice  that  has  been 
posed  since  the  advent  of  the  imperialist 
epoch  in  the  latter  part  of  the  I9ih  cen- 
tury; socialism  or  barbarism.  As  prole- 
tarian internationalists  in  the  U.S.,  we 
seek  to  win  workers  and  youth  to  the 
understanding  that  the  most  reactionary 
force  standing  in  the  way  of  human 
progress  is  U.S,  imperialism,  represented 
by  the  Republicans  and  Democrats  and 
their  small-time  offshoots,  like  the  Greens. 
We  fight  to  build  a revolutionary  workers 
party  dedicated  to  the  overthrow  of  this 
barbaric  system  and  to  the  establishment 
of  workers  rule.l 
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Wallace... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

which  can  do  nothing  to  stem  famine  in 
India  or  prevent  an  approaching  famine  in 
Latin  America,  is  able  to  improve  the  liv- 
ing standards  of  the  whole  world's  popu- 
lation; and  that  there  is  no  significant  dif- 
ference between  the  capitalist  U S.  and 
socialist  Russia. 

A campaign  based  on  such  fallacies 
can  do  nothing  but  dull  the  consciousness 
of  the  working  class.  Why  should  the 
labor  movement  back  a minor  party  can- 
didate who  pleads.  "Capitalism  would  be 
just  fine  if  slightly  reformed,  so  vote  for 
me”?  The  Democratic  Party  asserts  the 
same  line  and  its  candidates  can  be  imme- 
diately elected.  Such  a campaign  can 
have  no  outcome  other  than  the  strength- 
ening of  the  Democratic  Party’s  hold  over 
the  working  class. 

When  Just  that  did  happen  in  the  '48 
election,  the  CP  and  others  backing  Wal- 
lace took  credit  for  such  a strengthening 
of  the  party  which  the  bourgeoisie  have 
increasingly  realized  is  their  protector. 
The  Guardian  exulted  in  its  post-election 
issue  (8  November  1948); 

"The  people  of  a whole  world  can  look 
toward  America  today  with  renewed  con- 
fidence. The  American  people  have  reaf- 
firmed their  progressive  tradition.  They 
have  repelled  the  bold  maneuvering  of 
monopoly  and  reaction  to  take  over 


America  through  Thomas  E.  Dewey  and 
the  Republican  Party.  They  have  handed 
Harry  S.  Truman  an  unmistakable  man- 
date to  return  to  the  principles  of  Frank- 
lin D.  Roosevelt. 

“The  mandate  would  not  have  been  pos- 
sible if  the  Progressive  Party  had  not 
introduced  the  Roosevelt  program  into 
the  1948  campaign.” 

Wallace's  Program 

The  laughable  absurdity  of  such  a 
statement  is  apparent  as  soon  as  one  ana- 
lyzes the  class  nature  of  the  Roosevelt 
program  which  Wallace  introduced.  Its 
demands  have  already  been  fulfilled  or 
have  been  repeated  as  truisms  in  the 
Great  Society  of  another  messiah. 

Wallace’s  program  broke  down  into  two 
general  areas,  isolated  from  each  other; 
the  achievement  of  international  peace 
and  the  progressive  reform  of  U.S.  capi- 
talism at  home.  According  to  Wallace,  Ae 
U.S.  could  achieve  worldwide  peace  by 
establishing  faith  in  the  UN,  by  negotiat- 
ing with  Soviet  Russia,  by  recognizing 
new  small  countries  such  as  Israel  and  by 
abolishing  military  conscription  at  home. 

The  domestic  reforms  required  slightly 
more  complex  solutions.  On  the  social 
side.  Wallace  advocated  abolition  of  Jim 
Crow  laws  and  the  establishment  of  legal 
guarantees  for  civil  rights;  federal  aid  to 
housing,  health  and  education;  and  gov- 
ernmental promotion  of  science  and  cul- 
ture. On  the  economic  front,  he  called  for 
a council  of  economic  planning  to  assure 


high  production,  full  employment  and  a 
rising  standard  of  living;  public  owner- 
ship of  key  areas  of  the  economy  in  TVA 
type  developments;  repeal  of  the  Taft- 
Hartley  law  and  a one  dollar  an  hour 
minimum  wage;  anti-trust  action  against 
monopolies;  and  rollback  of  prices  cov- 
ered out  of  exorbitant  profits. 

A Bourgeois  Program 

Capitalism  has  been  able  to  fulfill  most 
of  these  demands  or  hold  out  the  promise 
of  their  fulfillment  without  seriously  dam- 
aging its  own  position.  Thus  the  program 
posed  no  questions  which  capitalism  itself 
could  not  appear  to  solve.  It  did  not  serve 
to  link  up  the  economic  pressures  at  home 
with  the  already  mounting  imperialism  of 
the  "cold  war.”  Thus  Wallace's  general 
evaluations  of  Progressive  Party  successes 
were  all  proved  incorrect  because  his  plat- 
form. accepted  gladly  by  Truman,  dealt 
with  specific  ills  in  a capitalist  society  and 
not  with  the  capitalist  mode  of  production 
which  produces  those  ills. 

There  was  no  ideological  content  to 
the  Wallace  campaign — only  the  slogans 
of  a messiah-reformer — and  the  one  mil- 
lion votes  formed  no  base  for  the  devel- 
opment of  a third  party  opposed  to  capi- 
talist control. 

Labor  Control  Needed 

James  Cannon  in  a 1948  internal  SWP 
discussion  on  the  Wallace  candidacy  of- 
fered several  criteria  which  can  be  used 


as  measures  today  of  these  new  third 
partie.s.  He  stated  that  Wallace’s  poli- 
cies showed  only  tactical  differences  in 
the  camp  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  that  to 
support  Wallace  would  mean  an  entrance 
into  "lesser-evil"  politics.  He  differen- 
tiated between  the  pseudo-radical  party  of 
a petty-bourgeois  reformist  tike  Wallace 
and  the  revolutionary  labor  party,  which 
would  proceed  from  the  aim  to  assist 
the  development  of  independent  politi- 
cal action  by  workers  and  turn  that 
action  towards  its  revolutionary  culmina- 
tion. Finally  he  insisted  that  the  class 
character  of  a party  is  determined  not  pri- 
marily by  the  class  which  supports  it  but 
by  the  class  it  supports,  in  its  program, 
daily  policy  and  practice. 

The  SWP  Political  Committee  resolu- 
tion on  the  Wallace  candidacy  developed 
on  the  basis  of  these  criteria  its  minimum 
requirement  for  critical  support  to  a third 
party;  that  the  party  be  based  on  a signifi- 
cant section  of  labor  and  be  subject  to  its 
control  and  pressure. 

The  incipient  third  parties  could  easily 
use  these  criteria  in  order  to  distinguish 
the  class  nature  of  their  own  demands, 
and  therefore  the  possibility  of  those 
demands  leading  to  a revolutionary  culmi- 
nation. More  importantly,  parties  claim- 
ing to  be  Marxist  need  to  establish  such 
criteria  as  the  basis  for  their  own  support 
to  third  party  movements.  (The  SWP  might 
well  take  note  of  its  own  past  history.)B 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

see  where  they  stand  on  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal,  who  has  not  had  a violent  past;  in 
fact,  it’s  quite  the  opposite,  as  you  already 
know.  It’s  not  too  late  to  force  them  to  do 
right  by  Mumia  and  all  the  other  political 
prisoners  rotting  in  prison.” 

Meanwhile.  Workers  World  has  endorsed 
Cynthia  McKinney  who  has  spoken  out 
on  behalf  of  Mumia.  To  many  youth, 
blacks  and  others,  McKinney  is  perceived 
as  a radical  alternative  to  Obama.  But  for 
all  her  claims  to  stand  “independent"  of  the 
Democrats.  McKinney,  herself  a longtime 
black  Democratic  Party  politician,  issued 
a statement  of  congratulations  to  Obama 
following  Clinton’s  concession  announce- 
ment. McKinney  declared;  "Coming  from 
Barack  Obama,  the  word  ‘change’  did  not 
appear  as  just  another  empty  campaign 
slogan.  It  galvanized  millions  of  people — 
mostly  young  people — to  register  to  vote 
and  to  get  active  in  the  political  system.” 
The  Greens  are  a shill  for  the  Democrats 
and  McKinney  is  a capitalist  politician. 
As  we  wrote  in  "For  a Workers  Party  to 
Fight  for  a Workers  Government!”  (WV 
No.  917,  4 July); 

“A  vote  for  even  the  most  left-wing  bour- 
geois candidate  is.  m fact,  a vote  of  con- 
fidence m the  reformability  of  capitalism 
and  a vote  against  the  need  for  a workers 
party  and  socialist  revolution.  It  is  a vote 
for  perpetuating  a brutal  system  based  on 
exploitation,  oppression  and  war.  For  the 
Itkes  of  WWP  this  is  no  problem;  today 
WWP  enthuses  over  MclGnney,  while  in 
the  pa.st  they  supported  Democrat  Jesse 
Jackson  in  1988  and  other  black  Demo- 
crats. including  then-Democrat  McKin- 
ney in  2004  and  New  York  City  Council 
member  Charles  Barron  in  2006." 

Immediately  after  the  March  27  Third 
Circuit  Court  decision,  the  PDC  and  its 


fraternal  defense  organizations  interna- 
tionally held  emergency  protests.  The 
PDC  also  called  for  international  united- 
front  protests  under  the  slogans:  "Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"  Pro- 
tests were  held  in  April  in  Oakland,  Lon- 
don. Toronto.  Sydney.  Chicago,  Los  Ange- 
les and  Mexico  City.  These  protests 
brought  together  individuals  and  organi- 
zations representing  diverse  political  view- 
points— trade  unionists,  anti-racists,  death 
penalty  abolitionists,  gay  rights  activists, 
leftists  and  others — united  behind  the 
struggle  to  free  Mumia.  Central  to  the 
united-front  protests  was  the  understand- 
ing that  the  fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom 
must  be  based  on  the  fact  that  he  is  inno- 
cent— the  victim  of  a racist  political 
frame-up. 

The  PDC  and  its  international  frater- 
nal defense  organizations  also  organized 
Class-Struggle  Contingents  in  a number 
of  protests  called  by  other  groups.  The 
contingents  expressed  our  understanding 
that  the  working  class  must  be  mobilized 
to  fight  to  free  Mumia  and  with  no  illu- 
sions in  the  “justice”  of  the  capitalist 
couns.  In  addition  to  the  united-front  slo- 
gans, the  contingents  also  marched  under 
the  slogans:  "There  Is  No  Justice  in 
the  Capitalist  Courts!  Mobilize  Labor’s 
Power — For  Mass  Protest!”  (see  “Pro- 
tests Demand:  Free  Mumia  Now!”  WV 
No.  914,  9 May). 

Our  fight  to  free  Mumia  is  pan  of  our 
struggle  against  black  oppression,  which 
is  rooted  in  American  capitalism.  The  bru- 
tal state  repression  directed  against  black 
militants  is  intended  to  terrorize  not  only 
fighters  for  black  rights  but  all  those  who 
would  struggle  against  capitalist  exploi- 
tation and  oppression.  The  segregation, 
discrimination,  unemployment  and  corre- 
sponding mass  imprisonment  of  black 
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youth  form  a wedge  to  keep  the  working 
class  divided.  The  struggle  against  racist 
oppression  and  in  defense  of  class-war 
prisoners  like  Mumia  is  part  of  the  strug- 
gle for  the  unity  of  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class  against  its  capitalist  class  enemy. 

The  battle  for  Mumia’s  freedom  cuts 
to  the  core  of  racist  American  capitalism 
and  its  state.  We  fight  for  Mumia's  free- 
dom as  part  of  the  struggle  for  black  lib- 
eration based  on  the  program  of  revolu- 
tionary integrationism.  We  fight  against 
every  manifestation  of  racist  oppression, 
a struggle  which  can  be  victorious  only 
through  the  full  social,  political  and  eco- 
nomic integration  of  black  people  into  an 
egalitarian  socialist  society.  Won  to  a 
revolutionary  program,  doubly  oppressed 
black  workers  will  play  a leading  role  in 
the  fight  to  emancipate  the  black  masses 
and  all  working  people  by  sweeping  away 
the  entire  system  of  capitalist  exploita- 
tion. As  we  underlined  in  "Black  and 
Red — Class  Struggle  Road  to  Negro  Free- 
dom.” which  was  adopted  at  the  found- 


ing conference  of  the  Spartacist  League/ 
U.S.  in  1966: 

"The  struggle  of  the  Black  people  of  this' 
country  for  freedom,  while  part  of  the 
struggle  of  the  working  class  as  a whole, 
is  more  than  that  struggle.  The  Negro 
people  are  an  oppressed  race-color  caste, 
in  the  main  comprising  the  most  exploited 
layer  of  the  American  working  class.... 
Because  of  their  position  as  both  the 
most  oppressed  and  also  the  most  con- 
scious and  experienced  section,  revolu- 
tionary black  workers  are  slated  to  play 
an  exceptional  role  in  the  coming  Ameri- 
can revolution.” 

Time  is  short.  Mumia  has  nearly 
reached  the  end  of  the  legal  road,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  he  can 
receive  a better  outcome  before  the  neo- 
segregationist U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The 
fight  to  free  Mumia  embodies  the  strug- 
gle against  this  system  of  capitalist  exploi- 
tation and  racist  oppression.  This  under- 
lines the  urgent  need  to  mobilize  the  social 
power  of  labor  in  his  defense.  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  is  innocent!  Free  Mumia  now! 
Abolish  the  racist  death  penalty!  U 


JOIN  THE  CAMPAIGN! 


Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation"  (earmarked  for  “Mumia")  and  mail  to:  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  to  the  PDC  earmarked  'Mumia  Legal  Defense'  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or 
other  events  for  Mumia's  legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the  above 
NLQ  account  as  has  been  designated  by  Mumia’s  lawyer  for  this  purpose 

Organize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia's  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia, 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization's  newsletter. 

Get  the  facts!  New  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English.  German  and  French — $.50  each.  $10 
for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  recent  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by 
right-wing  journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying 
tract  is  a rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself. 
The  POC's  other  Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1),  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters 
the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  "Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamall  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!" — 
$1  each.  PDC  Video:  From  Death  flow.  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — $10  DVD. 
$15  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man: 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamall— $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  "/ork  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail:  partisand0fense@earthllnk.net  • Web  site:  www.partisandefense.org 
RO.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York,  NY  10013  • (212)  406-4252 
RO,  Box  802867,  Chicago.  IL  60680  • (312)  563-0442 
RO.  Box  74575.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90004  • (213)  380-8897 
RO.  Box  77462.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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There  Is  No  Justice  in 
the  Capitalist  Courts! 


On  July  22.  the  judges  of  the  federal 
Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  issued  a 
two-sentence  ruling,  refusing  to  hear  a 
petition  filed  by  Mumia’s  attorneys  less 
than  a month  earlier,  on  June  27.  That 
petition,  which  was  based  on  the  racist 
jury-rigging  at  Mumia’s  1982  trial,  asked 
for  the  full  court  to  review  the  March  27 
decision  by  a three-judge  panel  of  the 
court  that  affirmed  Mumia’s  frame-up 
conviction  and  condemned  this  fighter 
for  black  freedom  to  either  life  imprison- 
ment or  a new  sentencing  hearing  that 
could  reinstate  the  death  sentence  (see 
“Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Now!  New  Legal 
Papers  Filed."  WV  No.  917.  4 July).  The 
three-judge  panel’s  decision  had  upheld  a 
December  2001  ruling  by  federal  District 
Court  judge  William  Yohn,  who  over- 
turned Mumia's  death  sentence  while 
upholding  his  frame-up  conviction.  Robert 
Bryan.  Mumia's  lead  counsel,  announced 
he  will  be  filing  a petition  for  review  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  the  last  legal 
avenue  available  to  Mumia.  The  Philadel- 
phia District  Attorney’s  office,  which  had 
previously  announced  that  it  would  be 
seeking  to  reinstate  the  death  .sentence, 
recently  stated  that  it  is  undecided. 

A Black  Panther  Party  spokesman  in 
his  youth,  then  an  award-winning  journal- 
ist known  as  the  “voice  of  the  voiceless" 
and  a supporter  of  the  Philadelphia  MOVE 
organization.  Mumia  was  framed  up  for 
the  1981  killing  of  Philadelphia  police 
officer  Daniel  Faulkner  and  sentenced  to 
death  explicitly  for  his  political  views. 
For  26  years,  the  cops,  prosecutors,  bour- 
geois politicians  and  their  media  jackals 
have  howled  for  Mumia’s  blood  because 
they  see  in  Mumia  a voice  of  defiant 
opposition  to  all  forms  of  racist  discrimi- 
nation. the  spectre  of  black  revolt. 

That  the  courts  would  again  deny  jus- 
tice to  America’s  foremost  class-war  pris- 
oner was  clear  to  anyone  who  wished  to 
see.  Court  after  court  has  refused  to  con- 
sider the  mountain  of  evidence  of  Mumia’s 
innocence,  including  the  confession  of 
Arnold  Beverly  that  he,  not  Mumia.  shot 
and  killed  Officer  Faulkner.  Those  same 
courts  have  repeatedly  discarded  their 
own  precedents  and  rules  in  favor  of  spe- 
cial "Mumia  rules"  to  keep  this  "voice  of 
the  voiceless”  in  prison  hell. 

Making  a mockery  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  1986  Batson  decision,  which  pro- 
hibits the  exclusion  of  jurors  based  on 
race,  the  March  27  Third  Circuit  decision 
dismissed  the  overwhelming  proof  of 
racist  jury-rigging  that  marked  Mumia’s 
1982  trial,  where  the  prosecution  used 
eleven  of  its  15  peremptory  challenges  to 
get  rid  of  black  jurors.  Enunciating  a new 
rule — adopted  from  the  prosecution's 
arguments — the  Third  Circuit  decision 
held  that  Mumia’s  claim  must  be  rejected 
because  he  and  his  attorneys  failed  to  pro- 
vide evidence  of  the  racial  composition 
of  the  entire  pool  of  prospective  jur- 
ors for  the  trial.  Philadelphia  journalist 
Linn  Washington  captured  the  Kafka- 
esque  quality  of  the  court’s  decision; 


“That  initial  rejection,  for  example, 
faulted  Abu-Jamal’s  1982  trial  attorney 
for  not  following  legal  standards  that  the 
US  Supreme  Court  did  not  create  until 
1986— -four  full  years  after  that  trial.  That 
rejection  faulted  Abu-Jamal’s  1995  law- 
yers for  not  presenting  certain  evidence 
of  jury  selection  discrimination  that  the 
’95  hearing  judge  blocked  lawyers  from 
presenting  even  to  the  point  of  briefly 
jailing  one  lawyer  for  objecting  to  this 
judge’s  obstruction"  {CounterPunch,  26/27 
July).  Indeed,  Judge  Albert  Sabo  quashed 
a subpoena  for  the  Philadelphia  County 
Commissioner  of  Jurors  and  dismissed  a 
motion  for  discovery  of  the  name,  address 
and  race  of  each  member  of  the  jury  pool 
for  Mumia’s  1982  trial.  The  lawyer  who 
was  jailed  was  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee counsel  Rachel  Wolkenstein.  a mem- 
ber of  Mumia’s  legal  team  from  1995  to 
1999.  Along  with  Jonathan  Piper,  another 
attorney  associated  with  the  PDC.  Wol- 
kensiein  resigned  when  then-lead  counsel 
Leonard  Weinglass  suppressed  Beverly’s 
confession. 

Since  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee— a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal 
and  social  defense  organization  asso- 
ciated with  the  Spartacisl  League — and 
the  SL  took  up  Mumia’s  case  in  1987.  we 
have  advocated  pursuing  all  possible 
legal  proceedings.  At  the  same  time,  we 
have  always  fought  against  any  illusions 
in  the  courts  of  the  capitalist  class  enemy. 
We  have  insisted  that  the  courts  could 


be  made  to  respond  only  out  of  fear  that 
executing  or  imprisoning  Mumia  for  life 
would  exact  too  high  a cost  in  social 
and  class  struggle.  The  power  that  can 
make  the  courts  yield  is  the  power  of  the 
multiracial  working  class,  which  must 
be  mobilized  independently  of  and  in 
opposition  to  the  capitalist  state  and  its 
political  representatives,  whether  Demo- 
crat, Republican  or  Green. 

This  program  of  class-struggle  defense 
is  diametrically  opposed  to  that  of  the 
liberals  and  reformists,  who  promote 


dangerous  illusions  that  the  courts  can 
provide  justice  for  Mumia.  These  illu- 
sions are  codified  in  the  subordination  of 
the  demand  for  Mumia’s  freedom  to  the 
call  for  a “new  trial.”  This  has  been  pro- 
moted for  many  years  by  the  Workers 
World  Party  (WWP).  International  Social- 
ist Organization,  Socialist  Action  (SA), 
the  International  Concerned  Family  and 
Friends  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  (ICFP^AJ) 
led  by  Pam  Africa  and  the  San  Francisco 
Mobilization  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
led  by  SA  honcho  Jeff  Mackler,  and  has 
played  a key  part  in  the  demobilization  of 
what  was  once  a mass  movement.  Why 
mobilize  on  the  streets  or  in  the  unions  if 
Mumia  can  get  justice  from  the  courts? 

While  they  may  have  put  aside  their 
“new  trial"  signs  for  the  moment,  these 
groups  are  no  less  craven  in  their  reliance 
on  the  capitalist  state  and  its  political  rep- 
resentatives. This  can  be  seen  in  (heir 
efforts  during  this  year’s  presidential 
election,  which  are  aimed  at  making  the 
Democrats  "fight"  and  win  the  office  of 
U.S.  imperialist  Commander-in-Chief. 
While  stopping  short  of  outright  endorse- 
ment of  Barack  Obama — a proponent  of 
capital  punishment  who  lambasted  the 
recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
which  prohibited  execution  for  the  rape 
of  a child — a number  of  reformists  have 
sought  to  pressure  his  campaign  through 
one  stratagem  or  another.  This  includes 
support  to  Cynthia  McKinney,  the  presi- 
dential candidate  of  the  capitalist  Green 
Party.  On  the  eve  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Democratic  primaries  and  the  April  19 
demonstration  in  Philadelphia  called  by 
ICFFMAJ.  a representative  of  the  New 
York  Coalition  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
issued  an  undated  statement  titled  "No 
Justice.  No  Peace”  that  crassly  expressed 
the  logic  behind  the  illusions  promoted 
by  reformists  such  as  Workers  World: 
“Both  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  and  Barack 
Obama  endorse  capital  punishment,  even 
though  they  know  the  system  is  imperfect 
and  it  doesn’t  deter  violent  crime.  Let’s 
continued  on  page  II 
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Great  Power  Duel  in  Georgia 


Reuters 

Left:  Hospital  destroyed  by  Georgian  sheiling  of  Tskhinvali,  capital  of  South  Ossetia.  Right;  Russian  troops  arrive  in  Abkhazia,  small  province  seeking 
secession  from  Georgia,  August  10. 


Democrats,  Republicans 

Saber  Rattle  Against  Russia 

# 


Russian,  Georgian  Workers:  The  Main  Enemy  Is  at  Home! 


U.S.  Bases  Out  of  East  Europe,  Central  Asia,  Near  East! 


AUGUST  26 — On  the  night  of  August  7. 
the  Georgian  government  of  Mikhei! 
Saakashvili  ordered  its  U.S. -armed  and 
-trained  army  to  invade  South  Ossetia,  a 
small  ethnically  distinct  province  that 
effectively  seceded  from  Georgia  under 
Russian  protection  over  15  years  ago. 
The  next  day,  Russia  counterattacked 
and.  sweeping  through  central  Georgia, 
came  within  25  miles  of  its  capital  Tbi- 
lisi, thus  demonstrating  its  intention  to 
re-establish  itself  as  the  dominant  power 
in  the  region.  Russian  forces  have  now 
withdrawn  to  a security  perimeter  in  the 
area  around  South  Ossetia  and  asserted 
their  intention  to  maintain  a permanent 
“peacekeeping”  presence  in  the  province. 

The  conflict  between  Russia  and  Geor- 
gia. the  latter  backed  by  the  U.S..  is  noth- 
ing other  than  pure  power-play  politics  on 
both  sides.  Thus  our  position  is  one  of 
revolutionary  defeatism:  the  class  inter- 
ests of  the  workers  of  Georgia  and  Russia 
lie  in  a struggle  to  overthrow  their  respec- 
tive capitalist  rulers  through  socialist 
revolution.  The  main  enemy  is  at  home! 

The  conflict  in  Georgia  is  in  no  way 
analogous  to  the  Russian  invasions  of 
Chechnya  in  1994  and  again  in  late  1999 
after  several  years  of  de  facto  Chechen 
independence.  In  both  those  cases,  the 
imperialists  did  not  intervene  militarily 
and  the  conflict  centered  on  defense 
of  the  national  rights  of  the  Chechen  peo- 
ple against  Russia’s  murderous  attempt 
to  reassert  its  subjugation  of  the  prov- 
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ince.  We  called  for  military  defense  of 
the  Chechen  forces  and  for  defense  of 
Chechnya's  independence.  We  forthrightly 
declared:  Defeat  Russian  invasion  of 
Chechnya!  (see  "Independence  for  Chech- 
nya! Russian  Troops  Out  Now!"  WV  No. 
840.  21  January  2005). 

The  situation  of  the  Georgian  govern- 
ment vis-^-vis  Vladimir  Putin’s  Russia 
today  is  vastly  different.  Saakashvili  was 
groomed  to  be  a puppet  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism from  at  least  1999,  when  he  attended 
a State  Department  “leadership  program" 
in  Washington.  He  came  to  power  in  2004 
in  one  of  a series  of  color-coded  “revolu- 


tions" financed  and  engineered  by  the  U.S. 
in  order  to  counter  Russian  influence  in 
the  region  and  install  pliant  pro-American 
regimes.  Washington  has  been  strident  in 
pushing  its  West  European  allies  to  accept 
Georgia  (and  Ukraine)  as  full-fledged 
members  of  NATO,  and  Tbilisi  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  major  city  in 
the  world  linked  to  its  international  air- 
port with  a highway  named  after  U.S. 
president  George  W.  Bush!  Saakashvili's 
army  has  been  built  up  and  trained  by  the 
U.S.  and  its  Israeli  allies.  And  Georgia, 
with  a population  of  fewer  than  five  mil- 
lion. has  a contingent  of  2.000  troops  in 


Getty 

August  12:  After  Russian  entry  into  Georgia,  U.S.  imperialism’s  satraps  in  the 
region— the  presidents  of  Poland,  Ukraine,  Lithuania,  Estonia  and  Latvia — 
share  stage  with  Georgian  president  Saakashvili  In  Tbilisi  in  show  of  support. 


Iraq — the  third  biggest  after  the  U.S.  and 
Britain — that  was  airlifted  back  to  Geor- 
gia by  the  U.S.  following  the  Russian 
counterattack. 

The  New  York  Times  ( 1 3 August)  claimed 
in  a headline  that  Georgia  had  received 
“mixed  U.S.  messages"  regarding  its 
planned  invasion  of  South  Ossetia.  But 
a photo  in  the  same  issue  belied  this 
claim.  It  showed  five  regional  U.S.  lack- 
eys from  Poland.  Ukraine  and  the  Baltic 
states  of  Latvia,  Estonia  and  Lithuania 
— long  labeled  “captive  nations"  of  the 
“Soviet  empire”  by  the  U.S.  imperial- 
ists— on  an  orchestrated  solidarity  visit  to 
Saakashvili  in  Tbili.si  four  days  after  Rus- 
sia counterattacked.  The  U.S.  military 
newspaper  Stars  and  Stripes  (9  August) 
reported  that  a NATO  military  exercise  in 
Georgia,  including  a thousand  U.S.  troops, 
was  completed  on  the  eve  of  the  Georgian 
invasion.  The  Georgian  anny  was  also 
aided  by  Israeli  military  "advisers.”  The 
well-informed  Parisian  satirical  journal 
Le  Canard  Enchaine  (20  August)  reported: 
“The  role  of  the  American  advisers  was 
perhaps  not  limited  to  giving  techni- 
cal support  to  the  Georgi.m  artillery.  If 
what  is  being  said  at  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  headquarters  in  Paris  can  be 
believed,  it  was  following  a suggestion 
by  these  U.S.  officers  that  the  Georgians, 
even  before  the  .advance  of  their  troops, 
launched  hundreds  of  surface-to-surfacc 
missiles  at  the  Ossetian  capital." 

Today,  capitali.st  Russia  is  no  longer 
the  economic  basket  case  it  was  in  the 
years  following  the  1991-92  capitalist 
counterrevolution  that  destroyed  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state.  Enriched  by 
petrodollars  from  the  high  price  of  oil, 
Putin  has  been  able  to  rebuild  Russia's 
military  and  make  it  clear  that  he  is 
continued  on  page  S 


Letter 


On  Sam  Marcy  and 
1948  Wallace  Campaign 


Bay  Area 
12  August  2008 

Dear  comrades, 

I appreciated  Workers  Vanguard's 
spread,  "On  Bourgeois  “Third  Parties* 
and  the  1948  Henry  Wallace  Campaign” 
iWV  No.  918.  1 August).  This  is  particu- 
larly timely,  as  the  intro  to  the  1966  Spar- 
lacist  article  on  the  Wallace  campaign 
points  out,  because  of  the  numerous  par- 
allels between  Wallace  and  the  Greens’ 
Cynthia  McKinney.  The  article  notes  that 
the  Workers  World  Party  (WWP)  has 
endorsed  McKinney,  but  the  roots  of  that 
tendency  and  its  class-collaborationist 
opportunism  actually  date  back  to  the 
Wallace  campaign.  The  forerunner  to 


WWP  began  in  1948  as  u minority  within 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP).  Led 
by  Sam  Marcy  among  others,  it  advo- 
cated support  to  Wallace’s  capitalist  Pro- 
gressive Party.  The  1948  fight  with  the 
Marcyites  presaged  the  SWP’s  belated 
1953  fight  against  Pabloite  revisionism 
and  its  American  variant,  the  Cochran- 
Clarke  faction. 

As  the  intro  to  the  Spartacisi  reprint 
notes,  in  sorting  out  the  various  “independ- 
ent" candidacies  in  the  1966  midterm  elec- 
tions, we  "relied  on  the  working<iass  Marx- 
ist analysis  developed  in  part  by  James  P. 
Cannon"  who  led  the  fight  against  the  Mar- 
cyiles  in  1948.  Cannon,  in  turn,  acknowl- 
edged his  debt  to  the  Bolsheviks  and  Leon 


Bolshevik  Policy  on 
^ Self-Determination 

Following  the  1917  Bolshevik  Revolution 
“ Russia  and  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 

t the  social-democratic  Mensheviks  set  up  an 

k ^ "independent"  bourgeois  slate  in  Georgia 
/ under  the  aegis  of  first  German  and  then 
British  imperialism.  Bloodily  suppressing  the 
Georgian  Bolsheviks,  the  Mensheviks  used 
“independence"  as  a smokescreen  for  col- 
laboration with  the  imperialists  in  their  drive 
TROTSKY  to  overthrow  Soviet  rule  in  Russia  and  assist  LENIN 

the  counterrevolutionary  White  armies.  Enter- 
ing Georgia  in  early  1921  in  defense  of  the  revolution,  the  Red  Army  rapidly  swept  away 
the  discredited  Mensheviks  and  their  imperialist  patrons.  As  laid  out  by  Bolshevik  leader 
Leon  Trotsky  in  his  1922  work.  Between  Red  and  Whiter  5oviV/  power  laid  the  basis  for 
transcending  interethnic  conflicts  in  the  Caucasus. 


We  do  not  only  recognise,  but  we  also  give  full  support  to  the  principle  of  self- 
determination.  wherever  it  is  directed  against  feudal,  capitalist  and  imperialist  states. 
But  wherever  the  fiction  of  self-determination,  in  the  hands  of  the  bourgeoisie,  becomes 
a weapon  directed  against  the  proletarian  revolution,  we  have  no  occasion  to  treat  this 
fiction  differently  from  the  other  “principles”  of  democracy  perverted  by  capitalism. . . . 

The  epoch  of  Tsarism  was  characterised  by  barbarous  nationalist  pogroms  in  the 
Caucasus,  where  the  Armenian-Tartar  butcheries  were  periodical  events.  Those  san- 
guinary outbursts  under  the  iron  rule  of  Tsarism  were  the  expression  of  centuries  of 
internecine  struggles  of  the  Trans-Caucasian  peoples. 

The  epoch  of  so-called  democracy  gave  to  the  nationalist  struggle  a much  more  pro- 
nounced and  organised  character.  In  the  beginning  nationalist  armies  were  formed, 
which  were  hostile  to  each  other,  and  which  often  attacked  each  other.  The  attempt  to 
create  a bourgeois  federal  democratic  Trans-Caucasian  Republic  proved  a dismal  fail- 
ure. The  Federation  fell  to  pieces  five  weeks  after  its  inception.  A few  months  later  the 
"democratic”  neighbours  were  quite  openly  at  war  with  each  other.  This  fact  alone  set- 
tles the  question:  for  if  democracy  was  as  incapable  as  Tsarism  of  creating  conditions 
for  a peaceful  cohabitation  of  the  Trans-Caucasian  peoples,  it  was  evidently  imperative 
to  adopt  other  methods. 

The  Soviet  power  alone  has  established  peace  and  national  intercourse  between  them. 
At  the  elections  to  the  Soviets,  the  Baku  and  Tiflis  workers  elect  a Tartar,  an  Armenian, 
or  a Georgian,  irrespective  of  their  nationality.  In.Trans-Caucasia,  the  Moslem.  Arme- 
nian, Georgian,  and  Russian  Red  regiments  live  side  by  side.  They  are  imbued  with  the 
conviction  that  they  are  one  army,  and  no  power  on  earth  will  make  them  move  against 
one  another.  On  the  other  hand,  they  will  defend  Soviet  Trans-Caucasia  against  any  and 
every  external  foe. 

The  national  pacification  of  Trans-Caucasia,  which  has  been  achieved  by  the  Soviet 
revolution,  is  in  itself  a fact  of  enormous  political  and  cultural  significance.  In  it  is 
expressed  a real  live  internationalism,  which  we  can  safely  put  against  the  empty  paci- 
fist discourses  of  the  heroes  of  the  Second  International,  which  «un  but  a supplement  to 
the  chauvinist  practices  of  its  national  sections. 

— Leon  Trotsky.  Between  Red  and  White  (1922) 
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Trotsky’s  1 928  criticism  of  the  draft  Comin- 
tern program  and  its  scathing  critique  of 
Stalin’s  promotion  Of  so-called  two-class 
parties  like  the  Guomindang  and  the  Ameri- 
can Farmer-Labor  Party.  As  Cannon  stated  in 
his  summary  spieech  on  election  policy  at  the 
February  1948  SWP  plenum: 

"The  maneuvers  of  the  Bolsheviks  were 


always  within  class  lines.  I don't  know 
of  any  effort  made  by  the  Bolsheviks  to 
maneuver  within  the  parties  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. On  the  contrary  their  whole  tac- 
tical line,  maneuverist  as  it  was.  was 
to  make  a sharp  cleavage  between  the 
working  class  organizations  and  those  of 


the  bourgeoisie.  What  was  (he  meaning 
of  the  great  slogan.  “All  Power  to  the 
Soviets’?  What  was  the  meaning  of  the 
slogan.  ‘Down  with  the  Ten  Capitalist 
Ministers’?  Or  later.  Trotsky's  slogan  for 
France:  'A  Blum-Cachin  Government!' 
And  still  later  the  slogan:  “A  CP-SP- 
CGT  Government!'  They  were  all  class 
slogans  designed  to  split  (he  workers' 
parties  entirely  away  from  all  collabora- 
tion with  bourgeois  politicians.” 

— Education  for  Socialists 
(March  1971) 

Best  comradely  regards, 
Reuben  Samuels  , 


Chicago  Cops  Arrest  Eleven  After  Funeral 

Drop  All  Charges! 


We  print  below  a protest  sent  by  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  to  the  Cook 
County  State 's  Attorney  Richard  A.  Devine 
on  August  21. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  vehe- 
mently protests  the  25  July  police  assault 
on  the  mourners  of  Bennie  Ross  in  the  pri- 
marily black  neighborhood  of  Englewood. 

Following  the  funeral  for  Ross,  a 
neighborhood  youth,  mourners  gathered 
on  the  basketball  court  behind  Hender- 
son Elementary  School.  Residents  have 
described  an  outrageous  police  provoca- 
tion whereby  police  converged  on  the 
scene,  desecrated  a makeshift  memorial 
for  Mr.  Ross,  hurled  racist  insults  and 
pushed  black  youth  off  the  court.  When 
neighborhood  residents  gathered  to  pro- 
test this  assault,  the  police  proceeded 
to  attack  the  protesters,  and  arrested 
eleven  people  on  bogus  charges  of  "mob 
action.”  Among  those  arrested  were  sev- 
eral known  anti-police  brutality  activists, 
including  Fred  Hampton  Jr..  Chairman  of 
the  Prisoners  of  Conscience  Committee 


and  son  of  Black  Panther  Fred  Hampton 
slain  by  Chicago  cops  in  1969,  as  well  as 
supporters  of  the  Revolutionary  Commu- 
nist Party.  Activist  Grant  Newburger  was 
subjected  to  a vicious  beating  by  the  cops. 

On  August  1.  charges  against  five  of  the 
eleven  were  dismissed,  but  the  prosecu- 
tion still  has  the  option  to  reinstate  those 
charges.  Frame-up  misdemeanor  charges 
of  mob  action  remain  against  Hampton. 
Newburger.  and  activist  Jeffrey  Lyons  as 
well  as  three  juveniles.  In  a blatant  attack 
on  First  Amendment  rights.  Newburger 
and  Lyons  face  an  additional  and  equally 
bogus  charge  of  illegal  use  of  a bullhorn. 

Coming  on  the  heels  of  a recent  spike 
in  police  shootings  this  summer,  the  vio- 
lent attack  against  the  Englewood  pro- 
testers poses  a threat  to  black  and  work- 
ing people  and  all  of  those  who  would 
raise  their  voices  against  racist  cop  ter- 
ror. The  bogus  charges  of  mob  action  are 
nothing  but  a cover  to  alibi  the  unpro- 
voked racist  25  July  attack.  We  demand: 
Drop  all  the  charges  now!B 


CLARIFICATION 

Gn  Celia  Hart  and  Chavez  Referendum 


In  the  article  “ICL’s  Trotskyism  vs. 
Socialist  Action  Reformism”  {Workers 
Vanguard  No.  917,  4 July),  we  implied 
that  Celia  Hart  opposed  Hugo  Chdvez’s 
December  2007  referendum.  We  wrote: 
“For  her  part.  Celia  Han's  stance  toward 
Chavez  and  his  regime  is  contradictory. 
Gn  the  one  hand,  she  has  associated  herself 
with  the  ’Bolivarian  Revolution'  and  has 
described  Venezuela  a.s  'advancing  slowly 
toward  socialism.’  On  the  other  hand,  she 
criticized  Chdvez  for  ‘asking  for  permis- 
sion to  make  the  revolution.’  for  example 
through  last  December’s  referendum  on 
constitutional  reforms.  Tve  been  a bit 
traumatized  by  all  these  referendums.’  she 
said  at  the  SA  (Socialist  Action]  confer- 
ence. ’Every  time  I hear  the  word  “refer- 
endum" I want  10  draw  my  revolver’.’’ 

In  fact.  Hart  was  a strong  supporter  of 
a “yes”  vole  and  sought  to  give  it  a "Trot- 
skyist” coloration.  She  wrote  in  her  arti- 
cle “Leon  Trotsky  Says  ‘Yes'  to  Consti- 
tutional Reform — Last-Minute  Trotsky 
Announcement  Before  the  Dec.  2 Ref- 
erendum in  Venezuela":  “The  purpose 
of  this  hurried  note  is  to  declare  that 


the  Trotskyists  of  the  world,  those  who 
deserve  to  be  taken  into  account,  are 
FOR  the  ‘Yes’  vote"  {Labor  Standard 
online;  translated  from  www.aporrea.org. 
1 December  2007). 

Hart  expressed  skepticism  about  mak- 
ing a revolution  through  a bourgeois  elec- 
toral process  and  made  criticisms  of 
Chdvez.  But  her  bottom  line  was  to  take 
Chdvez’s  "Bolivarian  Revolution”  as  good 
coin — her  point  was  that  Chdvez  should 
have  gone  ahead  with  his  "reforms"  with- 
out any  referendum. 

Our  article  "Venezuela:  Break  with 
Bourgeois  Populism!  For  Workers  Revo- 
lution!” (VWNo.  907.  1 February)  noted 
that  while  promising  some  social  reforms, 
the  December  referendum  was  centrally 
aimed  at  strengthening  the  repressive 
powers  of  the  Venezuelan  capitalist  state. 
As  Trotskyists,  i.e„  genuine  Marxists 
who  fight  for  socialist  revolution  to 
smash  the  bourgeois  state,  we  were  for  a 
“no”  vote  on  Chdvez’s  referendum.* 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Events  

Class:  The  Struggle  for  a Revolutionary  Party 

Saturday,  August  30,  3 p.m. 


Oakland 


1634  Telegraph  Ave,,  3rd  floor 
(Near  I7lh  and  Broadway 
by  19th  St.  BART) 


Meet  the  Marxists 


For  Socialist  Revolutlqn  In  the  Bastion  of  World  Imperialism! 

For  Black  Liberation  Through  Workers  Revolution— Finish  the  Civil  Warl 

Break  with  the  Capitalist  Democrats  and  Greens!  No  Support  to  Obama  or  McKInneyl 

For  a Multiracial  Revolutionary  Workers  Party  that  Fights  for  All  the  Oppressed! 


San  Francisco 


Thursday,  August  28,  7:30  p.m.  Thursday,  September  4,  7:30  p.m. 

Caffe  Strada  Cesar  Chavez  Student  Center 

2300  College  Ave.  at  Bancroft  Rosa  Parks  E.  SF  State  University 

For  more  information:  (510)  839-0851  • sycbayarea<§>sbcqlobal.net 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Letter 


Why  Marxists  Oppose  Capitalist 
McKinney/Green  Party  Campaign 


2 May  2008 

A recent  letter  to  WV  (25  April  2008, 
No.  913)  by  R S.  speculated  that  Cynthia 
McKinney,  not  Ralph  Nader,  will  likely  be 
the  Green  Party's  2008  presidential  candi- 
date, R.S.  went  on  to  note  that: 

“A  February  6 editorial  by  Workers 
World  Parry  [WWP]  enthuses  that  McKin- 
ney (etc.]....  These  reformists  previously 
endorsed  McKinney's  successful  cam- 
paign in  2004  to  return  to  Congress  on 
the  Democratic  Party  ticket. 

"Blacks  don't  have  a lot  of  illusions  in 
Ralph  Nader,  but  some  do  in  McKinney.... 
Of  course,  she. ..is  running  to  hold  the 
Democrats  'accountable.'  The  role  of  ‘pro- 
gressive' bourgeois  politicians  like  McKin- 
ney is  to  head  off  and  contain  any  potential 
social  struggle,  keeping  it  safely  within  the 
confines  of  the  capitalist  system.” 

These  comments  by  R.S.  echo  present 
and  past  characterisations  of  McKinney  by 
WV  and  the  Spartacist  LeagueAJS  (Nos. 
913  and  850).  To  note  that  McKinney's 
political  role  is  as  a shill  who  has  been  hus- 
banded by  the  left  wing  of  the  Democratic 
Party  to  head  off  and  contain  effective 
social  struggle  is.  of  course,  a principled 
stance  and  a crucial  warning  for  those  who 
would  grasp  desperately  at  blunt  weapons 
that  leave  the  workers'  movement  open  to 
certain  defeat.  That  reformist  outfits  such 
as  WWP  would  take  the  class  into  such 
deadly  traps  is  no  surprise. 

However.  R.S. — and  the  Spartacist 
League  (SL/US) — miss  the  point.  Left 
unanswered  is  the  question  of  how  the 
class  vanguard  is  to  intervene  to  broach  the 
social  phenomenon  around  McKinney's 
constituency.  This  failure  is  a rank  act  of 
absenteeism  by  the  League  and  leaves  the 
League  open  to  a correct  characterisation 
as  “sectarian  " by  its  detractors. 

In  2004  I called  SL/US's  attention  to 
the  need  for  the  vanguard  party  to  step 
into  the  breach  and  expose  McKinney's 
political  role  by  the  traditional  means  of 
offering  critical  support  in  defense  of  her 
right  to  hold  office,  regardless  of  party, 
while  warning  the  class  that  her  politics 
is  the  politics  of  one  of  the  two  parties 
of  capital  and  that  her  “solutions''  are  a 


July  18: 
Former  slx^term 
Democratic  Party 
Congresswoman 
Cynthia  McKinney 
speaking  in 
New  York  City 
after  winning 
Green  Party 
presidential 
nomination. 


for  IMU.SIDINI 


McKinney 


recipe  for  defeat.  1 personally  know  Cyn- 
thia McKinney’s  father.  Slate  Senator 
Billy  McKinney,  who  is  also  her  political 
advisor.  She  and  her  father  have  long 
taken  the  desperate  course  of  running  as 
Democrats  because  they  can  see  no  prag- 
matic political  alternative,  I was  present 
when  her  mother  Viola  was  knocked 
down  to  the  pavement  at  the  entrance  to 
McKinney's  2004  primary  watch  by  Gov- 
ernment agents  posing  as  reporters  and 
her  bodyguard  bloodied.  Careful  observ- 
ers need  not  look  far  to  see  why  she  and 
her  father  see  no  pragmatic  alternative  to 
the  Democratic  Party.  Leaders  who  emerge 
from  the  African-American  cdmmunity 
as  champions  of  their  fellow  minority 
citizens  can  find  no  succor  in  the  revolu- 
tionary workers'  movement  because  the 
movement  rarely  offers  them  solutions 
which  they  can  offer  to  their  constituency, 
outside  of  the  occasional  defense  of 
victims  whose  political  role  is  largely 
beyond  question  (Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  for 
instance)  and  the  perennial  attempts  of 
honest  revolutionaries  to  create  transi- 
tional organs  of  social  defense  (the 
SL/US’s  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense  is  exemplary  in  this  regard). 

I think  that  historically  the  defense  of 
Captain  Alfred  Dreyfus  (a  Jewish  mem- 
ber of  the  French  general  staffl)  by 
the  international  workers'  movement  in 


1890s  Europe  offers  us  an  essential  par- 
allel. The  defense  of  Dreyfus  reinvigo- 
raled  the  European  socialist  movement  at 
a time  of  profound  social  reaction.  It  must 
be  mentioned  that  the  failure  of  the 
socialists  to  deal  effectively  with  French 
anti-semilism  during  the  Dreyfus  Affair 
was  also  the  occasion  for  the  birth  of 
Zionism,  a reactionary  movement  to  de- 
rail class-conscious  Jews  into  desper- 
ate, dead-end  nationalism  that  eventually 
brought  us  the  Israeli  genocide  of  the 
Palestinian  People.  Of  the  socialist  leader 
Jean  Jaur^s,  who  took  up  the  leadership 
of  the  socialist  defense  of  Dreyfus.  Leon 
Trotsky  once  remarked:  "During  the  Drey- 
fus Case,  Jaurfes  said  to  himself:  ‘Who- 
ever does  not  seize  the  executioner's 
hand  poised  over  his  victim  will  himself 
become  the  executioner's  accomplice’...'' 
(http://www.marxisis.org/archive/trolsky/ 
profiles/jauresOl.htm). 

The  politics  of  McKinney,  anymore 
than  those  of  Dreyfus,  is  not  the  essential 
point.  The  point  is  to  intersect  the  strug- 
gles of  an  oppressed  minority  to  defend 
its  dedicated  leaders  against  government 
intrigue  and  racist  backlash  with  the  van- 
guard parly’s  program  for  social  revolu- 
tion. In  my  opinion,  the  Spartacist  League 
lost  a crucial  opportunity,  in  2002  and 
again  in  2004  and  2006,  to  intervene  with 
its  revolutionary  program  in  the  defense 


of  Cynthia  McKinney  as  the  European 
socialist  movement  did  over  100  years 
ago  in  the  post- 187 1 Dreyfus  Affair. 

B.B. 

Atlanta 

WV  replies:  The  letter  by  B.B.  expresses 
at  bottom  the  perennial  “fight  the  right” 
opportunism  of  the  reformist  left,  though  in 
less  crass  terms  than  appear  in  the  pages 
of,  for  example.  Workers  World,  which  is 
openly  campaigning  for  McKinney.  As 
.such,  it  provides  us  with  an  opportunity  to 
elaborate  on  the  treatment  we  have  given  to 
the  McKinney/Green  Party  campaign  and 
our  fight  for  the  political  independence  of 
the  working  class.  We  refer  readers  to  our 
article  “Democrats.  Republicans.  Greens: 
Class  Enemies  of  Workers,  Oppressed — 
For  a Workers  Party  to  Fight  for  a Workers 
Government!"  (WVNo.  917,  4 July). 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  interests  of 
the  proletariat  and  oppressed;  McKinney, 
like  the  Democratic  Party  presidential 
candidate  Barack  Obama,  is  a bourgeois 
politician.  This  was  the  case  when  she 
served  as  a Democratic  Congresswoman 
from  Georgia,  and  is  the  case  today  as  she 
campaigns  as  the  small-time  capitalist 
Green  Party's  official  presidential  candi- 
date. B.B.’s  attempted  sleight  of  hand 
willfully  conflating  defense  of  elementary 
democratic  rights  of  black  elected  offi- 
cials when  those  are  under  threat  with  any 
manner  of  political  ( "criticar  or  otherwise) 
support  to  them  is  bogus  from  the  stand- 
point of  Marxist  program  and  principle. 

The  Green  Party's  current  niche  in 
American  electoral  politics  is  to  pressure 
the  Democratic  Party,  the  other  major 
bourgeois  party  of  racism  and  imperial- 
ist war.  This  was  the  case  when  petty- 
bourgeois  lawyer  Ralph  Nader  ran  in 
1996  and  2000  and  David  Cobb  in  2004. 
McKinney’s  June  statement  on  Barack 
Obama  made  this  clear:  “While  congratu- 
lating Senator  Obama  for  a feat  well 
done.  1 would  also  like  to  bring  home 
the  very  real  need  for  change  ...  I encour- 
age the  Democratic  Party  and  its  new 
presumptive  nominee.  Senator  Obama,  to 
continued  on  page  4 
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Cops  Attack  ONC  Protest,  Arrest  100 


Drop  All  Charges  Now! 
Free  the  Arrested  Protesters! 


At  an  August  25  protest  outside  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  (DNC) 
in  Denver,  riot  police  wearing  gas  masks 
surrounded  300  protesters  and  others  on 
the  street,  detaining  them  for  nearly  an 
hour  before  arresting  some  100.  Pro- 
testers. bystanders  and  journalists  were 
blinded  with  pepper  spray  and  struck 
with  batons.  Those  arrested  face  charges 
including  obstruction  of  streets  or  pub- 
lic passageways  (i.e..  jaywalking!)  and 
interference  and  disobedience  to  a law- 


ful order.  We  demand:  Free  all  those 
arrested!  Drop  all  charges  now! 

"Unconventional  Denver."  an  anarchist 
group  that  called  the  protest,  as  well 
as  "Recreate  ’68"  and  others  have  been 
ludicrously  smeared  in  the  bourgeois 
press  as  provoking  the  cop  attack.  On 
the  contrary:  Denver  cops,  courts  and 
prisons  were  prepared  well  in  advance 
for  a crackdown,  in  order  to  keep  the 
DNC  "clean"  for  Barack  Obama,  the 
Clintons,  the  Kennedys.  Biden,  etc.  A 


warehouse  was  convened  into  a mass 
detention  center  for  DNC  protesters. 
Equipped  with  metal  cages  and  stun 
guns,  it  has  become  known  as  "Gitmo 
on  the  Platte."  The  roundup  of  harmless, 
liberal  activists  at  the  DNC  comes  at  the 
same  time  that  brutal  repression  is  car- 
ried out  against  immigrants,  such  as  the 
detention  of  nearly  600  at  a factory  in 
Laurel.  Mississippi,  also  on  August  25. 
Free  the  detainees!  No  deportations! 
Hands  off  the  DNC  protesters! 


McKinney... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

embrace  these  important  suggestions  for 
policy  initiatives." 

Even  if  the  Greens  genuinely  sought  to 
be  "independent"  of  the  Democrats  and 
Republicans,  we  would  still  oppose  them 
as  a third  capitalist  party,  just  as  Marxists 
in  the  U.S.  opposed  previous  capitalist 
"third  parties" — from  Republican  "Fight- 
ing Bob”  La  Follette  who  ran  on  the  Pro- 
gressive ticket  in  1924  to  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt’s  former  vice  president  Henry 
Wallace  in  1948.  The  parallels  between 
Progressive  Party  Wallace  and  McKinney 
are  striking,  and  their  purpose  is  the 
same:  the  candidates’  talk  of  "peace." 
"justice"  and  a better  deal  for  the  little 
people  is  meant  to  corral  dissatisfaction 
with  the  two  main  bourgeois  parties  into 
yet  another  capitalist  electoral  vehicle. 
It's  not  surprising  that  the  tendency  within 
the  then-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(SWP)  in  1948  that  wanted  to  support 
Wallace  was  grouped  around  Sam  Marcy, 
who  later  went  on  to  form  the  Workers 
World  Party,  which  has  endorsed  McKin- 
ney’s presidential  run  today  (see  letter, 
page  2).  In  fighting  Marcy ’s  capitulation 
to  bourgeois  politics  inside  the  SWP, 
James  P.  Cannon,  in  his  summary  speech 
on  socialist  election  policy  at  the  Febru- 
ary 1948  SWP  plenum,  pointed  out:  "The 
maneuvers  of  the  Bolsheviks  were  always 
within  class  lines.  I don’t  know  of  any 
effort  made  by  the  Bolsheviks  to  maneu- 
ver within  the  parties  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie. On  the  contrary  their  whole  tacti- 
cal line,  maneuverist  as  it  was.  was  to 
make  a sharp  cleavage  between  the  work- 
ing class  organizations  and  tho.se  of  the 
bourgeoisie.” 

However,  Cannon's  principled  struggle 
was  undermined  in  the  course  of  the 
SWP’s  degeneration  from  a revolutionary 
Trotskyist  party  into  centrism,  and  then 
fairly  quickly  into  reformism.  It  was  one 
hallmark  of  the  degeneration  of  the  SWP 
that  in  1965  they  supported  the  suppos- 
edly "independent"  black  candidate  Carl 
Stokes  in  his  first  run  for  mayor  in  Cleve- 
land. Stokes  was  a well-known  machine 


Democrat.  He  was  a former  assistant  prose- 
cutor and  a member  of  the  Ohio  House  of 
Representative.s  who  sponsored  a meas- 
ure empowering  the  governor  to  send  in 
the  National  Guard  troops  to  clamp  down 
on  black  unrest — which  is  exactly  what 
he  did  as  Cleveland  mayor  in  1968  in  the 
Glenville  area.  He  was  the  first  black 
mayor  of  a major  American  city,  winning 
election  as  a Democrat  in  1967  and  1969. 
an  exemplar  of  that  wave  of  black  Demo- 
cratic Party  machine  politicians  who  were 
chosen  to  oversee  the  bourgeoisie’s  crack- 
down on  the  black  ghettos. 

The  role  of  black  Democrats  is  dififerent 
today  only  to  the  extent  that  class  and 
social  struggle  has  ebbed  and  even  phony 
"radical"  rhetoric  is  not  currently  neces- 
sary to  squelch  mass,  militant  upheaval. 
Masses  of  black  workers  and  ghetto  youth 
once  found  inspiration  in  the  eloquence  of 
Malcolm  X.  a truth-teller  alienated  from 
both  capitalist  parties,  including  the  paci- 
fist preachers  of  the  Martin  Luther  King 
ilk.  Condemning  the  con  game  of  the 
Democrats  and  Republicans,  calling  them 
the  wolf  and  the  fox.  Malcolm  X was 
feared  and  despised  by  the  liberals,  both 


black  and  white.  While  no  Marxist,  he  was 
on  more  than  one  occasion  to  the  left  of 
those  ostensible  "socialists"  busy  tailing 
the  liberal  wing  of  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment (see  "Malcolm  X:  The  Man,  the  Myth, 
the  Struggle,"  Black  History  and  the  Class 
Struggle  No.  10.  February  1993). 

That  McKinney  is  painted  as  some  sort 
of  "left"  alternative  on  offer  to  the  black 
population  says  a lot  about  the  present 
level  of  political  consciousness  and  gen- 
eral dearth  of  class  struggle — thus  B.B. 
describes  McKinney  as  one  of  the  “dedi- 
cated leaders"  of  the  black  population.  He 
alibis  McKinney  and  other  black  bour- 
geois politicians  by  referring  to  their  "des- 
perate course  of  running  as  Democrats 
because  they  can  sec  no  pragmatic  politi- 
cal alternative."  Such  is  the  "politics  of  the 
possible"  which  has  deepen^  in  the  post- 
Soviet  period  among  the  reformist  left 
with  its  "death  of  communism"  servility  to 
the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie.  To  such  class- 
collaborationist  schemes,  we  counterpose 
a class-struggle  road  to  black  liberation. 
As  we  explained  in  the  Preface  to  Marx- 
ist Bulletin  No.  5 (Revised),  "What  Strat- 
egy for  Black  Liberation?  Trotskyism  vs. 
Black  Nationalism"  (September  1978): 
"Any  organization  which  claims  a revo- 
lutionary perspective  for  the  United 
States  must  confront  the  special  oppres- 
sion of  black  people — the  forced  segre- 
gation of  blacks  at  the  bottom  of  capital- 
ist society  and  the  poisonou.s  racism 
which  divides  the  working  class  and 
cripples  its  struggles.  There  will  be  no 
social  revolution  in  this  country  without 
the  united  struggle  of  black  and  white 
workers  led  by  their  multiracial  vanguard 
party.  Moreover,  there  is  no  other  road  to 
eliminating  the  special  oppression  of 
black  people  than  the  victorious  con- 
quest of  power  by  the  U.S.  proletariat." 
This  perspective  of  revolutionary  inte- 
grationism — as  opposed  to  liberal  inte- 
grationism  as  well  as  petty-bourgeois 
nationalism  and  separatism — entails  the 
understanding  that  black  workers  are  des- 
tined to  play  a vanguard  role  in  the  Ameri- 
can socialist  revolution,  including  as  lead- 
ers of  the  Leninist  party  at  its  head. 

As  for  the  Green  Party,  this  (very  white) 
petty-bourgeois  capitalist  party  pushes 
among  its  “Ten  Key  Values"  support  of 
"independently  owned  and  operated  com- 
panies.” i.e.,  capitalism.  The  "values"  also 
include,  "without  being  naive  about  the 
intentions  of  other  governments,"  recog- 
nizing "the  need  for  self-defense" — i.e., 
American  imperialism's  military  might! 
Such  “defense  of  the  fatherland."  the 
most  powerful  and  bloodthirsty  military 
power  on  the  face  of  the  planet,  is  consis- 
tent with  McKinney’s  record  In  Congress 
as  well.  Three  days  after  the  September 
1 1 attacks  on  the  World  Trade  Center  and 
Pentagon.  McKinney — along  with  every- 
one else  in  Congress  except  Democratic 
Congresswoman  Barbara  Lee — voted  for 
the  resolution  giving  President  Bush  a 
blank  check  for  war.  which  promptly 
translated  into  the  brutal  invasion  of 
Afghanistan.  Although  a small  “fringe" 
party  in  U.S.  politics,  the  Greens  in  power 
in  Germany,  along  with  their  Social  Dem- 
ocratic Party  cohorts,  attacked  working- 
cla.ss  living  standards.  Green  foreign  min- 
ister Joschka  Fischer  deployed  German 


jets,  tanks  and  troops  for  the  1999 
U.S./NATO  imperialist  war  against  Ser- 
bia and  in  support  of  the  U.S.  invasion  of 
Afghanistan. 

Domestically.  McKinney’s  record  in- 
cludes her  August  1994  vote  for  the  Vio- 
lent Crime  Control  and  Law  Enforcement 
Act,  a Clinton  administration  measure 
that  expanded  the  number  of  police  and 
prisons,  extended  the  federal  death  penalty 
and  imposed  mandatory  sentencing.  In 
1998.  along  with  much  of  the  Congres- 
sional Black  Caucus.  McKinney  voted  for 
the  House  resolution  supporting  the  1977 
frame-up  conviction  of  former  Black  Pan- 
ther Assata  Shakur  and  demanding  her 
extradition  from  Cuba.  Like  McKinney's 
opposition  to  Pentagon  “waste,"  a focus 
of  her  long-term  service  on  the  Hou.se 
Armed  Services  Committee,  these  posi- 
tions express  loyalty  to  capitalist  imperi- 
alism. to  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  those 
like  the  Greens  who  want  to  "clean  up" 
some  of  the  "excesses"  of  the  wretched 
system  whose  destruction  requires  nothing 
short  of  international  socialist  revolution. 

Fake  Left  at  McKinney’s  Service 

The  record  above  is  in  no  contradiction 
to  the  fact  that  McKinney  stands  on  the 
left  of  the  spectrum  of  bourgeois  politics 
in  the  U.S.  today.  She  is  wont  to  adorn 
the  platforms  of  various  events  organized 
by  the  reformist  left.  Donkey  work  on  her 
behalf  from  the  likes  of  Workers  World  is 
payment  in  return.  Having  joined  a sub- 
stantial element  of  U.S.  rulers  in  conclud- 
ing that  U.S.  imperialism’s  interests  are 
not  best  served  by  the  Iraq  occupation. 
McKinney  finds  it  expedient  to  call  for 
“our  troops"  to  withdraw  from  Iraq,  and 
even  bemoans  the  Afghanistan  occupa- 
tion as  well.  She  was  a keynote  speaker  at 
the  San  Francisco  May  Day  rally — one  of 
whose  central  organizers  was  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU)  Local  10  Executive  Board  mem- 
ber Jack  Heyman — that  coincided  with 
the  West  Coast  port  shutdown  against  the 
Iraq  occupation  and  in  defense  of  the 
union  in  the  midst  of  contract  negotia- 
tions. The  rally,  dominated  by  bourgeois 
politics,  was  politically  no  di^erent  from 
many  liberal  peace  crawls.  The  port  shut- 
down was  a powerful  display  of  union 
muscle  that  was  nonetheless  wrapped 
in  red-white-and-blue  American  chauvin- 
ism by  the  ILWU  International  bureauc- 
racy and  subordinated  to  the  union  tops' 
endorsement  of  Obama,  with  all  mention 
of  the  U.S.  invasion  and  occupation 
of  Afghanistan  deep-sixed.  (See  “Labor: 
Break  with  Democrats.  'National  Unity’ 
Patriotism!  ILWU  Shuts  West  Coast  Ports 
on  May  Day."  WV  No.  914.  9 May.) 

McKinney  has  similarly  appeared  at 
events  sponsored  by  the  Bay  Area  Mobi- 
lization to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  (aka 
“the  MOBE").  chaired  by  Jeff  Mackler. 
who  is  also  the  leader  of  the  reformist 
Socialist  Action  (SA)  organization.  SA 
and  the  MOBE  have  subordinated  the 
fight  for  Mumia’s  freedom  to  bourgeois 
liberals  and  capitalist  politicians,  iiist  as 
SA  and  other  reformist  leftists  ,>aliordi- 
nated  the  fight  against  imperialist  depre- 


FREE  MUMIA  ABU-JAMAL! 

ABOLISH  THE  RACIST  DEATH  PENALTY! 


A former  Black  Panther,  a MOVE  supporter  and  a journalist  known  as  the 
"voice  of  the  voiceless."  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  was  framed  up  for  the  1981 
murder  of  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner  and  sentenced  to  death  in  1982 
explicitly  for  his  political  views.  Earlier  this  year,  the  federal  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  upheld  Mumia’s  frame-up  conviction.  Mumia,  an  innocent  man. 
now  faces  either  a living  death  of  life  in  prison  or  the  death  penalty. 

Funds  are  urgently  needed  for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  "National  Lawyers  Guild 
Foundation"  (earmarked  for  "Mumia")  and  mall  to;  Committee  to 
Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  to  the  PDC  earmarked  ‘Mumia  Legal  Defense'  as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or 
other  events  for  Mumia's  legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  In  full  to  the  above 
NLG  account  as  has  been  designated  by  Mumia's  lawyer  for  this  purpose. 

Organize  protest!  Pass  motions  in  your  unions,  campus,  community 
and  religious  organizations  demanding  Mumia’s  freedom.  Get  your  union  or 
organization  to  make  a contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for  Mumia. 
Publicize  Mumia's  case  in  your  union  or  organization's  newsletter. 

G©f  the  facts!  The  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English,  German  and  French— $.50  each,  $10 
for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by  right-wing 
journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying  tract  Is  a 
rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself.  The 
PDC’s  other  Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— Mumia 
Is  Innocent!  ($1).  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta  against 
Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that  shatters 
the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these  PDC 
pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 

PDC  Button:  “Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamall  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penaltyl" — 
$1  each.  PDC  Video:  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — $10  DVD. 
$15  VHS.  Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure:  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man: 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! — $2  for  25  copies.  Order  from/make  checks  payable 
to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our  New  York  City  address  below. 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

e-mail;  partisand0fense@earthlink.net  • Web  site:  www.partisandefense.org 
RO.  Box  99.  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York.  NY  10013  • (212)406-4252 
PO.  Box  802867.  Chicago.  IL  60680  • (312)  563-0442 
P.O.  Box  74575.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90004  . (213)  380-8897 
P.O.  Box  77462.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107  • (510)839-0852 
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California  Department  of  Corrections 


Overcrowded  California  prison.  McKinney  in  1994  voted  for  the  Violent  Crime 
Control  and  Law  Enforcement  Act,  a Clinton  measure  that  expanded  number 
of  police  and  prisons,  extended  the  federal  death  penalty  and  imposed 
mandatory  sentencing. 


dations  in  Iraq  (and  Afghanistan,  on  the 
rare  occasion  when  it  was  mentioned)  to 
“Anybody  but  Bush*’  boosting  of  the  elec- 
toral fortunes  of  the  Democratic  Party 
(and/or  Greens).  At  a May  1 8 MOBE 
event.  McKinney,  speaking  as  ‘’someone 
who  has  been  sort  of  laboring  in  the  field 
of  electoral  politics."  naturally  used  the 
event  to  push  bourgeois  electoralism,  par- 
ticipation "in  the  political  process."  being 
"serious  about  our  right  of  representa- 
tion." etc.  It  was  left  to  speakers  for  the 
Spartacist  League-initiated  Labor  Black 
League,  after  defeating  Mackler’s  attempt 
at  silencing  us.  to  speak  the  truth.  In  the 
words  of  one  LBL  spokesman:  “The  sys- 
tem that  pushed  Mumia  in  jail  and  con- 
demned him  to  die  is  the  capitalist  system 
itself."  Such  basic  Marxist  statements  are 
anathema  to  the  likes  of  Mackler.  not 
least  as  they  would  "alienate"  the  likes  of 
McKinney. 

As  a final  footnote  to  the  squalor  of 
B.B.'s  "pragmatic"  road.  McKinney  and 
her  vice  presidential  running  male.  Rosa 
Clemente,  have  apparently  run  afoul  of 
elements  within  the  Colorado  Green  Party 
in  the  run-up  to  the  Denver  Democratic 
National  Convention  (DNC).  According 
to  an  August  1 4 statement  signed  by 
McKinney  and  Clemente,  Colorado  Grefens 
opposed  the  participation  of  McKinney/ 
Clemente  in  various  events  surrounding 
the  DNC.  including  those  featuring  Work- 
ers World  honcho  Larry  Holmes;  the  World 
Can't  Wait  outfit,  initiated  by  the  Revolu- 
tionary Communist  Party;  Pam  Africa  and 
the  MOVE  organization,  among  others. 
McKinney  insists  that  she  will  participate 
nonetheless,  “as  we  all  attempt  to  hold 
the  Democratic  Party  accountable  for  its 
complicity  in  all  of  the  crimes  of  the  Bush 
Administration."  Or.  more  bluntly  put. 
pushing  the  Democrats  to  adopt,  as  McKin- 
ney put  it,  her  suggestions  for  "policy  initia- 
tives," under  a (very)  little  pressure  on 
the  street. 

The  Dreyfus  Affair: 

A False  Analogy 

B.B.'s  attempt  to  conflate  the  questions 
of  defense  of  democratic  rights  with 
political  support  led  him  to  attempt  an 
analogy  between  Cynthia  McKinney  and 
Captain  Alfred  Dreyfus.  Here  he  has  quali- 
tatively overreached.  The  Dreyfus  case  in 
the  1 890s  provoked  a serious  social  crisis 
in  France.  In  1894.  French  captain  Alfred 
Dreyfus  was  tried  for  high  treason  and 
sentenced  to  life  imprisonment  in  total 
isolation  on  Devil's  Island,  the  penal 
colony  off  the  coast  of  French  Guiana.  It 
took  many  years  for  the  truth  to  come  out; 
Dreyfus  was  totally  innocent  and  false 
evidence  had  been  used  to  convict  him. 
From  its  first  verdict  to  his  unequivocal 
exoneration  in  1906,  the  Dreyfus  Affair 
not  only  split  French  public  opinion  in 
general  but  also  polarized  the  French 
workers  movement,  with  some  socialists 
failing  to  understand  the  need  to  defend 
this  Jewish  military  officer  against  bour- 
geois reaction  and  anti-Semitism. 


Against  these  socialists.  Bolshevik 
leader  V.  1.  Lenin  argued  that  in  such  strug- 
gles it  was  necessary  that  the  proletariat 
“take  an  active  part  in  its  solution  and  to 
accomplish  the  solution  in  its  own,  prole- 
tarian way"  (“Political  Agitation  and  ‘The 
Class  Point  of  View’.”  February  1902 
[emphasis  added]).  Referring  to  the  Drey- 
fus Affair  and  other  cases.  Lenin  also  made 
clear  the  nature  of  bourgeois  democracy  in 
his  classic  polemic  against  the  social  dem- 
ocrat Karl  Kautsky.  The  Proletarian  Revo- 
lution and  the  Renegade  Kautsky  (1918): 
"The  more  highly  developed  a democracy 
is,  the  more  imminent  are  pogroms  or 
civil  war  in  connection  with  any  profound 
political  divergence  which  is  dangerous  to 
the  bourgeoisie.  The  learned  Mr.  Kautsky 
could  have  studied  this  ‘law’  of  bourgeois 
democracy  in  connection  with  the  Drey- 
fus case  in  republican  France,  with  the 
lynching  of  Negroes  and  internationalists 
in  the  democratic  republic  of  America, 
with  the  case  of  Ireland  and  Ulster  in 
democratic  Britain,  with  the  baiting  of  the 
Bolsheviks  and  the  staging  of  pogroms 
against  them  in  April  1917  in  the  demo- 
cratic republic  of  Russia.” 

There  was  another  aspect  to  the  Drey- 
fus Affair  from  which  Marxists  derive 
another  principle,  i.e.,  the  impemiissibil- 
ily  of  the  participation  of  revolutionary 
socialists  in  a capitalist  government.  As 
we  explain  in  “Down  With  Executive 
Offices!"  Spartacist  (English-language 
edition)  No,  60.  Autumn  2007; 

‘To  defuse  the  social  crisis  and  liquidate 
the  Dreyfus  case,  the  new  prime  minister 
{president  du  conseil)  called  for  the 
socialist  Alexandre  Millerand  to  be  seated 
in  a government  of  bourgeois  Radicals 
and  republicans,  with  the  butcher  of  the 
Paris  Commune.  General  Galliffet.  as 
minister  of  war.  Millerand  obliged,  enter- 
ing the  Waldeck-Rousseau  cabinet  as 
minister  of  trade  and  industry  in  1899. 
Millerand's  betrayal,  supported  by  Jean 
Jaur&s,  divided  the  French  Socialists. 
Characteristically,  the  Second  Interna- 
tional gave  an  ambiguous  answer  to  mini- 
sterialism....  An  amendment  put  for- 
ward by  Guesde  that  sought  to  forbid 
participation  under  any  circumstances 
was  rejected.  The  revolutionary  wing  of 
Social  Democracy  including  Lenin  and 


Luxemburg  vehemently  opposed  Mille- 
randism,  Luxemburg  wrote.  ‘The  entry  of 
a socialist  into  a bourgeois  government  is 
not.  as  it  is  thought,  a partial  conquest  of 
the  bourgeois  state  by  the  socialists,  but  a 
partial  conquest  of  the  socialist  party  by 
the  bourgeois  state'  [‘The  Dreyfus  Affair 
and  the  Millerand  Case.'  1899]." 

The  same  Spartacist  explains  that  at 
the  Fifth  Conference  of  the  International 
Communist  League,  of  which  the  SL  is 
the  U.S.  section,  we  noted  that  the  issue 
of  Millerandism  was  not  pursued  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  with  the  Third 
(Communist)  International.  We  adopted  a 
position  against  running  for  executive 
office  as  a way  of  recognizing  and  codi- 
fying what  should  be  seen  as  a corollary 
to  Lenin's  The  State  and  Revolution 
(1917)  and  The  Proletarian  Revolution 
and  the  Renegade  Kautsky.  which  were 
really  the  founding  documents  of  the 
Third  International.  We  noted: 

“The  fundamental  line  between  reform 
and  revolution  is  the  attitude  toward  the 
bourgeois  slate,  i.e.,  the  reformist  view 
that  one  can  take  hold  of  the  existing  state 
apparatus  and  administer  it  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  workers,  versus  the  Leninist 
understanding  that  the  capitalist  state 
apparatus  must  be  smashed  through 
proletarian  revolution.  The  problem  with 
running  for  executive  offices  is  that  it 
lends  legitimacy  to  prevailing  and  refor- 
mist conceptions  of  the  slate.  There  is 
a rotten  history  of  social-democratic 
and  Stalinist  reformists  administering  the 
state  in  the  interest  of  capitalism.  The 
executive  authority  commands  the  ‘armed 
body  of  men’  who  are  the  core  of  the  state 
apparatus;  the  revolutionary  shattering  of 
that  state  inevitably  entails  reckoning 
with  the  executive.  Even  in  the  great 
bourgeois  revolutions  in  England  and 
France,  the  Cromwellians  and  Jacobins 
who  established  a base  in  parliament  had 
to -get  rid  of  the  king  and  set  up  a new 
executive  organ." 

Of  course  we  defend  black  capitalist 
politicians  against  racist  assault,  but  this 
has  never  meant  political  support.  For 
example,  when  black  Democrat  Harold 
Washington  was  elected  mayor  of  Chi- 
cago in  1983  and  faced  a vicious  racist 
backlash,  we  wrote:  “Washington  has  the 
right  to  take  office  with  all  the  normal 
prerogatives.  Blacks  have  a right  to  elect 
whoever  they  want  to  office”  {WV  No. 
326,  25  March  1983).  As  opposed  to 
many  on  the  reformist  left,  at  the  same 
time  we  refused  to  give  an  ounce  of 
political  support  to  this  longtime  Demo- 
cratic machine  politician. 

In  McKinney’s  case,  it  was  indeed  a 
racist  provocation  when  she  was  grabbed 
by  a cop  as  she  was  entering  a Con- 
gressional office  building  in  the  lead- 
up  to  the  2006  election.  Outrageously 
accused  of  assaulting  the  cop,  McKinney 
was  then  subjected  to  a grand  jury  in- 
vestigation before  the  case  was  dropped. 
But  the  funding  of  McKinney’s  oppo- 
nents by  Zionist  reactionaries  and  “cross- 
over" voting  by  Republicans  in  2002 
and  her  2006  loss  in  the  Georgia  Demo- 
cratic primary  amid  accusations  of  gerry- 
mandering and  voting  “irregularities"  are 
the  nasty,  corrupt,  racist,  sexist  stan- 
dard operating  procedure  of  U.S.  elec- 
tions (hardly  unknown  on  the  Democratic 
Party  side).  While  we  are  fully  commit- 
ted to  defending  McKinney’s  democratic 
rights,  from  our  class  perspective,  this 
has  not  been  and  is  no  Dreyfus  case. 
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And  B.B.  to  the  contrary,  the  politics  of 
McKinney — i.e..  the  class  line — is  the 
essential  point. 

McKinney’s  blandishments  to  the  op- 
pressed and  exploited,  as  contained  in 
her  Green  Party  acceptance  speech,  that 
"whatever  it  is  that  we  want  in  the  realm 
of  public  policy,  we  can  get  if  we  have  the 
right  elected  officials  in  office."  is  a lie 
and  a hoax.  As  we  wrote  in  "Black  Dis- 
enfranchisement and  American  ’Democ- 
racy’” (WVNo.  833.  1 October  2004): 
“While  the  ballot  is  a fundamental  right, 
a right  wc  tenaciously  defend,  funda- 
mental change  will  not  come  through 
voting.  It  was  not  by  the  ballot  that  slav- 
ery met  its  demise;  it  was  not  by  the  bal- 
lot that  Jim  Crow  was  ended.  Union 
rights  did  not  come  from  Congress  or  the 
president.  All  the  gains  working  people 
and  black  people  have  made  came 
through  their  seizing  them,  by  mass 
struggles  on  the  battlefields,  in  the  facto- 
ries and  on  the  street.s,  from  the  racist 
rulers." 

It  took  a .social  revolution,  the  Civil 
War,  to  smash  chattel  slavery  in  this 
country.  And  it  will  take  a third  Ameri- 
can revolution,  a socialist  revolution,  to 
emancipate  the  proletariat  from  exploita- 
tion. to  accomplish  the  liberation  of  the 
black  population,  to  smash  from  within 
the  imperialist  colossus  that  is  the  main 
enemy  of  the  world’s  working  class  and 
oppressed  masses.  It  is  with  such  a pro- 
gram that  we  seek  to  answer  B.B.’s 
question  of  “how  the  class  vanguard  is 


Elana  Levy 


Former  Black  Panther  Assata  Shakur 
speaking  from  exile  In  Havana,  Cuba, 
1998.  That  year,  McKinney  voted  for 
Congressional  resolution  calling  for 
Shakur’s  extradition  to  U.S. 

to  intervener  which  requires  not  con- 
ciliation of  the  “progressive"  upholders 
of  the  capitalist  order,  but  rather  their 
exposure  as  class  enemies.  Our  aim  is  to 
fight  to  build  a class-struggle  workers 
party  that  fights  for  a workers  govern- 
ment. This  is  tied  to  the  struggle  to  oust 
the  labor  lieutenants  of  the  capitalist  class 
— the  trade-union  bureaucracy,  which  is 
the  chief  vehicle  through  which  the  work- 
ing class  is  tied  to  their  class  enemy. 
Being  “pragmatic"  means  accommodat- 
ing the  system  of  capitalist  private  prop- 
erty that  is  responsible  for  monstrous 
oppression  and  brutal  exploitation  through- 
out the  world.  ■ 
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Northern  Ireland 

Socialist  Party  Champions  Former  H-Block 
Warden  Turned  Security  Guard 


Security  Guards 
Out  of  the  Unions! 


We  reprint  below  a letter  published  by 
the  Spartacist  League/Britain,  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League,  in 
Workers  Hammer  M;.  203  (Summer  2008). 

Dublin 

26  May  2008 

Dear  Workers  Hammer, 

Over  the  last  few  months  a number  of 
articles  have  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
of  both  Irish  and  British  reformist  organ- 
isations about  a hunger  strike  by  “airport 
workers"  in  a legal  battle  against  the  lead- 
ership of  UNITE,  the  trade  union  that 

Workers  Hammer^ 

organised  them.  The  articles  describe 
how  these  “workers”  have  been  betrayed 
by  the  union  leadership,  and  now  face 
legal  bills  arising  from  the  period  when 
they  were  being  organised  into  the  union. 
This  all  sounds  like  the  sort  of  fights 
workers  have  faced  time  and  time  again. 
However,  it  is  only  further  on  into  the 
articles  that  the  reader  finds  out  these  are 
not  "workers"  but  security  guards  from 
Belfast  airport  demanding  the  union  pay 
their  £70,000  legal  bills.  Security  guards 
are  not  workers  but  hired  company  thugs! 
It  is  an  outrage  that  UNITE  was  organis- 
ing these  thugs  in  the  first  place.  It  would 
also  be  an  outrage  to  use  genuine  work- 
ers union  dues  to  pay  their  bills! 

The  most  vocal  defenders  of  these 
security  guards  in  their  battle  against 
UNITE  is  Peter  Taaffe’s  Socialist  Party. 
The  Socialist  Party  has  long  proclaimed 
these  guards  “workers,"  in  fact  it  played 
a central  role  in  organising  them  into  the 
trade  union.  To  add  insult  to  injury,  these 
reformists  are  now  calling  on  trade  union- 
ists around  the  world  to  support  the 
bosses*  hired  thugs.  Knowing  full  well 
that  security  guards  are  not  necessarily 
popular  with  workers,  they  have  been  cir- 
culating a petition  which  simply  refers  to 
them  as  "workers"  and  “shop  stewards,” 
omitting  what  they  really  did  for  a job. 
Lying  and  hiding  basic  truths  is  nothing 
new  to  social  democrats  like  the  Socialist 
Party,  who  are  committed  to  trying  to 
convince  workers  that  the  capitalist  state 
can  be  made  to  act  in  their  interests. 

Even  more  disgusting,  they  and  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP),  have  also 
completely  disappeared  the  fact  that, 
prior  to  patrolling  Belfast  airport,  one 
of  these  “workers”  was  a prison  warden 
at  the  infamous  H-Block/Maze  prison! 
According  to  the  Belfast  Telegraph  (13 
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April).  Madan  Gupta  wa.s  for  years  part 
of  the  murderous  regime  that  beat  and 
tortured  [Irish]  Republicans.  He  was  an 
overseer  during  the  Hunger  Strike  in 
1981!  By  championing  such  thugs,  the 
Socialist  Party  and  SWP  are  spitting  on 
the  memory  of  heroic  men  like  Bobby 
Sands  and  the  nine  others  who  died  on 
hunger  strike  that  year. 

The  Socialist  Party’s  support  to  secu- 
rity guards  is  of  a piece  with  their  notion 
that  cops  and  prison  guards  are  part  of  the 
workers  movement.  This  includes  elements 
of  the  Northern  Irish  security  apparatus 
such  as  H-BIock  prison  wardens.  As  Marx- 
ists we  have  a duty  to  expose  and  politi- 
cally combat  these  cowardly  frauds.  This 
is  part  of  the  struggle  to  achieve  clarity  in 
the  workers  movement,  in  particular  on 
the  nature  of  the  capitalist  state,  which 
at  its  core  consists  of  cops,  prisons  and 
courts.  Prison  guards  and  cops  in  capital- 
ist countries  are  not  workers,  but  the  hired 


thugs  of  the  capitalist  state.  The  state  is 
not  some  neutral  arbiter  above  all  classes, 
as  the  reformists  would  like  to  portray  it. 
but  simply  the  dictatorship  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. Cops  and  security  guards  are 
used  against  workers  during  class  strug- 
gle. beating  pickets  and  protecting  scabs. 
Indeed,  around  the  world  airport  security 
is  at  the  very  front-line  of  the  imperial- 
ists* ongoing  “war  on  terror"  targeting,  in 
particular,  Muslims.  As  usual,  the  Social- 
ist Pany  cares  little  for  the  plight  of  the 
besieged  Asian  communities  in  Britain  or 
the  Catholic  minority  in  Northern  Ireland, 
seeking  instead  to  rally  the  working  class 
to  the  defence  of  the  very  cops,  security 
and  prison  guards  that  are  used  to  beat, 
torture  and  imprison  them. 

There  are  few  places  in  the  Western 
world  where  the  precise  nature  of  the  state 
and  its  "special  bodies  of  armed  men”  is 
clearer  than  in  Northern  Ireland,  Since 
its  inception  in  1921  as  an  Orange  state- 
let. the  local  capitalist  class  and  their 
British  imperialist  masters  in  London 
maintained  their  rule  through  naked  anti- 
Catholic  terror.  The  heavily  armed  RUC 
[Royal  Ulster  Constabulary)  and  “B- 
special"  auxiliaries  tortured  and  murdered 
with  impunity,  in  particular  targeting 
Republicans  or  anybody  that  dared  ques- 
tion Orange  rule.  When  a mass  civil  rights 
movement,  supported  both  by  the  major- 


ity of  Catholics  and  many  Protestants, 
erupted  in  1968  demanding  an  end  to 
the  daily  discrimination  of  the  Catholic 
minority,  the  Orange  state  and  their  Loy- 
alist terror  groups  responded  with  in- 
creasing violence.  By  1969  the  British 
government  decided  to  “stabilise"  the  sit- 
uation by  pouring  in  thousands  of  impe- 
rialist troops  onto  the  streets  of  Belfast 
and  Derry.  Soon,  the  army  and  the  RUC 
were  filling  internment  camps  with  hun- 
dreds of  "suspected  Republicans"  without 
even  the  facade  of  a trial.  Innocent  civil- 
ians were  gunned  down  on  the  streets — 
on  one  day  alone  paratroopers  murdered 
thirteen  in  Derry,  the  infamous  Bloody 
Sunday  massacre  in  1972. 

In  contrast  to  the  reformists,  the  ruling 
capitalist  class  makes  no  apologies  for  its 
state  and  the  actions  it  takes  to  defend  it. 
To  this  day,  the  British  ruling  class  has 
refused  to  admit  that  the  troops  murdered 
innocent  civilians  on  Bloody  Sunday.  The 


fact  that  the  slaughter  of  the  unarmed  civil- 
ians is  on  film,  and  dozens  of  eye  wit- 
nesses have  testified,  is  irrelevant  to  the 
arrogant  imperial  masters.  Their  message 
to  the  population  is  quite  clear:  we  rule! 
This  is  the  same  message  sent  out  when 
cops  executed  Jean  Charles  de  Menezes 
in  July  2005  in  London,  and  repeated 
in  every  denial  of  any  wrongdoing.  And  it 
was  the  gruesome  message  that  Thatcher’s 
government  sent  to  the  world  when  it  pro- 
voked the  Hunger  Strikes  in  1981.  After 
years  of  protests  against  the  brutal  and 
demeaning  regime  under  vicious  wardens. 
Republican  prisoners  led  by  Bobby  Sands 
insisted  on  regaining  the  status  of  politi- 
cal prisoners,  as  indeed  they  plainly  were, 
including  the  simple  rights  to  wear  their 
own  civilian  clothes  and  to  organise  edu- 
cational pursuits.  The  British  state  saw  an 
opportunity  to  provoke  the  threatened  hun- 
ger strike,  it  not  only  refused  to  listen  to  the 
demands,  calling  Bobby  Sands  and  the  oth- 
ers “common  criminals"  but  began  reneg- 
ing on  earlier  agreements.  Thatcher  looked 
on  gleefully  as  Bobby  Sands,  aged  27,  and 
the  others  suffered  slow,  painful  deaths. 

At  the  height  of  the  hunger  strike. 
Sands  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and.  fellow  hunger  striker.  Kieran 
Doherty  to  the  Ddil  [Irish  Parliament]  as 
part  of  mass  protests  against  the  system 
slowly  killing  them.  Both  the  British  and 


Irish  states  quickly  introduced  new  laws 
banning  prisoners  from  running  for  elec- 
tion— making  it  clear  to  all  that  bourgeois 
“democracy”  is  nothing  more  than  a ve- 
neer, A veneer  that  the  likes  of  the  Social- 
ist Party  hold  in  the  highest  of  regard. 

Because  reformists  hold  that  the  capi- 
talist state  can  change  its  spots  and  that 
socialism  can  be  achieved  without  any 
need  for  a workers  revolution,  i.e..  the 
smashing  of  the  capitalist  state  and  the 
need  to  establish  a workers  state,  they 
must  deny  the  very  class  nature  of  this 
state.  By  lying  to  workers  that  their  inter- 
ests can  be  served  within  capitalism,  they 
provide  cover  for  the  bourgeoisie.  The 
Socialist  Party  holds  that  once  the  refor- 
mists win  a majority  vote  in  Britain,  laws 
can  be  passed  in  Her  Majesty’s  Parlia- 
ment bringing  about  workers  rule.  That  is. 
a bourgeois  government — for  any  gov- 
ernment administering  the  capitalist  slate 
is  bourgeois — will  bring  workers  rule  to 
Britain!  The  idea  that  the  gentlemen.from 
the  City  [London  financial  district],  and 
their  friends  in  Sandhurst  [military  offi- 
cer academy],  will  simply  step  aside  be- 
cause of  a plebiscite  and  a piece  of  legal 
paper,  is  muck  the  Socialist  Party  consis- 
tently tries  to  rub  in  the  eyes  of  the  work- 
ing class. 


It  is  their  reformist  programme  that 
inevitably  leads  the  Socialist  Party  to  be- 
come craven  apologists  for  cops  and  prison 
guards.  Their  disgustingly  chauvinist  line 
on  members  of  the  brutal  security  appara- 
tus in  Northern  Ireland  is  nothing  new. 
They  have  rightly  earned  themselves  the 
title  “Her  Majesty’s  Socialists”  among 
leftists  and  Republicans  in  Belfast  and 
Dublin.  The  Socialist  Party  on  both  sides 
of  the  Irish  Sea  has  for  decades  been 
proud  to  refuse  to  call  for  British  troops 
out!  They  defend  the  “right  to  march”  of 
the  Orange  Order,  whose  annual  “march- 
ing season"  consists  of  months  of  anii- 
Caiholic  provocations.  In  1995,  the  Social- 
ist Party  infamously  hosted  Loyalist  UVF 
killer  Billy  Hutchinson,  who  had  been 
convicted  of  the  murder  of  two  innocent 
Catholics. 

Of  course,  the  Socialist  Party  is  not  so 
"touchy-feely”  when  it  comes  to  the  Cath- 
olic minority  and  Republicans  in  the 
North.  [Socialist  Party  leader]  Joe  Hig- 
gins. ex-TD  (MP)  in  Dublin,  regularly 
used  the  Irish  DAil  io  denounce  Republi- 
cans and  anybody  standing  up  to  Loyalist 
terror.  Higgins  seized  on  the  brutal  kill- 
ing of  a young  Catholic  father.  Robert 
McCartney,  by  members  of  the  IRA.  to 
compare  the  IRA  to  Hitler’s  SS  (see  Work- 
ers Hammer  No.  190,  Spring  2(X)5)!  And 
continued  on  page  // 


Long  Kesh/the  Maze  prison  (left),  British  Imperialism’s  notorious  torture  camp  where  Bobby  Sands  (far  riaht)  died  on 
hunger  strike  in  1981.  \ / wm 
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re-election  Is  Death  to  Slavery.”  Marx 
promoted  Northern  victory  both  as  a 
struggle  to  abolish  the  barbaric  slave  sys- 
tem and  as  a precondition  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  class-consciousness  of  the 
proletariat  in  the  U.S.  Marx  declared: 
“While  ihe  working  men.  the  irue  politi- 
cal powers  of  the  North,  allowed  slavery 
to  defile  their  own  republic,  while  before 
the  Negro,  mastered  and  sold  without  his 
concurrence,  they  boasted  it  the  highest 
prerogative  of  the  whitc-skinned  labourer 
to  sell  himself  and  choose  his  own  master, 
they  were  unable  to  attain  the  true  free- 
dom of  labour,  or  to  support  their  Euro- 
pean brethren  in  their  struggle  for  eman- 
cipation; but  this  barrier  to  progress  has 
been  swept  off  by  the  red  sea  of  civil  war. 
"The  working  men  of  Europe  feel  sure 
that,  as  the  American  War  of  Independ- 
ence initiated  a new  era  of  ascendancy 
for  the  middle  class,  so  the  American 
Anil-Slavery  War  will  do  for  the  working 
classes," 

Marx  famously  restated  this  position 
in  1867  in  the  first  volume  of  Capital: 
“In  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
every  independent  movement  of  the 
workers  was  paralysed  so  long  as  slavery 
disfigured  a part  of  the  Republic.  Labour 
cannot  emancipate  itself  in  the  while 
skin  where  in  the  black  it  is  branded." 

PL's  grotesque  article  promised  a forth- 
coming "part  two."  which  has  yet  to 
appear.  Instead.  Challenge  has  since  pub- 
lished three  letters  on  the  subject.  A 
2 July  letter  by  "Red  teacher"  reiterated 
the  conclusion  of  the  original  article,  de- 
claring of  the  Civil  War;  “Workers  were 
convinced  to  fight  an  intra-capitalist  war. 
then.  Just  as  they  are  convinced  to  fight  in 
the  U.S.  imperialist  war  in  Iraq  today.  The 
rulers  spread  lies,  myths,  patriotic  emo- 
tions and  other  weapons  to  confuse  work- 
ers about  what  is  in  their  own  class  inter- 
est. The  struggles  described  in  the  article 
reflect  examples  of  workers  who  were  not 
accepting  the  ruling  class  lies.”  A letter  by 
"A  Red  Historian"  (30  July)  tries  to  clean 
up  some  of  this  malodorous  crap,  con- 
demning the  draft  riots  as  “an  attempt 
at  anti-abolitionist  counter-revolution,  in 
which  many  racist  Irish  workers  were 
involved  in  mass  assaults  on  black  peo- 
ple." and  referring  positively  to  Marx, 
Engels  and  Lincoln. 

PL’s  nauseating  "debate"  on  the  draft 
riots  and  whether  or  not  to  have  sup- 
ported the  war  against  slavery  flows 
from  their  anti-materialist,  anti-Marxist 
ideology  and  program.  PL  historically 
has  promoted  itself  as  anti-racist  for  its 
activities  in  fighting  the  Klan  and  Nazis. 
We  have  always  criticized  PL’s  impotent 
tactics  of  small-group  confrontations  that 
reject  the  Marxist  strategy  of  mobilizing 
the  working  class  in  major  cities  in 
united-front  labor/black  mobilizations  to 
sweep  the  fascist  killers  off  the  streets. 
PL  antics  usually  result  in  getting  its 
members  knocked  on  the  head  by  cops 
and  arrested.  But  at  least  PL  used  to 
express  anti-racist  views  and  even  tried 
to  implement  them.  Now  PL  openly  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  Party  of  racism  and 
imperialist  war  through  their  “active  par- 
ticipation" in  the  campaign  of  Barack 
Obama,  who  preaches  that  the  solution 
to  black  oppression  was  “embedded"  in 
the  original  U.S.  Constitution,  which 
embraced  slavery. 

The  Civil  War  was  the  last  progressive 
war  of  the  American  capitalist  class.  The 
destruction  of  slavery  was  in  the  class 
interests  of  the  Northern  bourgeoisie  as 
contini4ed*on  page  9 


PL  vs.  Karl  Marx 

(and  Abraham  Lincoln) 


Progressive  Labor  Party  (PL),  which 
originated  as  a left  split  frdm  the  Stalin- 
ist Communist  Party  in  the  early  1960s. 
evolved  into  an  increasingly  eccentric 
outfit  that  combines  “Fight  for  Commu- 
nism!” rhetoric  with  anti-Marxist,  grossly 
opportunist  and  often  socially  retrograde 
practice.  This  spring.  PL  announced  that 
they  would  “actively  participate"  in 
Barack  Obama’s  Democratic  presidential 
campaign.  Justifying  their  support  to  this 
black  capitalist  politician,  who  is  cam- 
paigning as  a more  effective  Commander- 
in-Chief  for  U.S.  imperialism,  by  point- 
ing to  the  enthusiastic  response  to  his 
campaign  by  a layer  of  liberal  youth.  As 
we  commented  in  WV'No.  913  (25  April): 
“Not  content  with  this  reformist/Stalinist 
liquidation  into  the  campaign  for  a rep- 
resentative of  the  class  enemy.  PL  adds  a 
grotesque  twist,  comparing  Obama’s  fol- 
lowers to  the  Hitler  Youth:  ‘Many  ear- 
nestly hoped  for  the  better  world  Nazi 
impenalism  claimed  to  offer.  And  Hitler, 
after  all.  professing  “socialism,"  was  able 
to  rally  many  well-meaning  people  seek- 
ing change’  [Challenge,  26  March).  This 
is  the  same  group  that  grotesquely  ran 
on  the  back  page  of  its  paper.  Challenge 
(3  January  2007).  a doctored  photo  of 
Obama  in  a Klan  suit!  After  deploying  its 
members  into  such  reactionary  outfits  as 
church  groups  and  the  imperialist  volun- 
teer army,  and  (again)  into  'active  partic- 
ipation' in  Obama’s  campaign  (and  now 
vicariously  into  the  Hitler  Youth),  one 
can  only  wonder  what  PL  will  do  next." 

One  no  longer  has  to  wonder.  The 
4 June  issue  of  Challenge  featured  on 
its  back  page  a bizarre  (even  by  the  stan- 
dards of  PL)  article.  “Civil  War’s  Hidden 
History;  Women  Workers  Battled  Gov’t. 
Bosses,"  saluting  the  July  1863  New 
York  City  anti-draft  riots — five  days  of 
furious  racist  terror  against  black  people 
and  supporters  of  the  war  against  chattel 
slavery.  PL’s  article  is  a review  of  A Peo- 
ple's History  of  the  Civil  War,  a 2005 
book  by  David  Williams.  Williams  is  a 
professor  of  history  at  Valdosta  State 
University  in  Georgia  who  has  written 
several  books  attempting  to  minimize  the 
question  of  slavery,  declaring  that  the 
Civil  War  was  simply  a “rich  man’s  war" 
waged  by  competing  “oligarchies”  and 
glorifying  "antiwar"  activity  against  both 
the  Union  Army  and  the  Confederacy. 
In  its  glowing  review — which,  unlike 
Williams’  book,  does  not  even  mention 
slavery! — PL  declares:  “Williams’  thesis 
is  that  class  struggle — the  consolidation 
of  finance  capital  vs.  the  response  of 
working  folks — comprises  the  source  of 
the  conflict."  Hailing  “resistance”  to  the 
revolutionary  war  waged  by  the  Union 
Army  that  smashed  black  chattel  slavery 
in  the  South.  PL  writes; 

“In  Port  Washington.  LI  [Long  Island), 
women  led  l.OOO  protesters  with  a ban- 
ner NO  DRAFT,  attacked  the  draft  com- 
missioner and  broke  up  the  draft  box.  In 
NYC.  women  took  part  in  draft  rebel- 
lions. grabbed  stones  and  used  their 
stockings  as  sling-shots. 

“These  inspiring  stories  of  our  history 
comprise  a small  part  of  Williams’ 
research  on  how  the  onset  of  the  war  and 
starvation  of  soldiers  and  their  families 
was  deliberate  by  Lincoln  and  his  Secre- 
tary of  War.  Edwin  Stanton.. . Legisla- 
tion pas.sed  during  Lincoln’s  watch  fed 
only  the  hunger  of  the  growing  wealthy 
class  for  land  and  centralized  banking.” 
PL  thus  disappears  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  the  executive  orders  issued 
by  Lincoln  on  22  September  1862  and 
I January  1 863,  that  declared  freedom  for 
all  the  slaves  of  the  Confederacy.  While 
the  Civil  War  began  in  1861  over  the 
question  of  whether  slavery  was  to  be 
extended  to  the  territories  and  new  states 


New  York  Historical  Society 

July  1863:  Racist  mobs  destroyed  Colored  Orphan  Asylum  during  NYC  anti- 
draft riots.  PL  described  Civil  War  “draft  rebellions”  in  NYC  as  “inspiring"! 


1862).  New  York  City  was  "actively 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade  until  recently, 
the  seat  of  the  American  money  market 
and  full  of  holders  of  mortgages  on 
Southern  plantations,  [and)  has  always 
been  decidedly  ’Democratic’.’’ 

In  response  to  the  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation. “antiwar"  Northern  Democrats 
escalated  racist  hysteria  among  workers 
and  immigrants,  with  Democratic  politi- 
cians and  newspapers  declaring  that  the 
freed  slaves  would  "steal  the  Jobs"  of 
white  workers.  After  Lincoln  in  March 
1863  issued  the  Enrollment  Act  of  Con- 
scription to  supplement  the  ranks  of  the 
Union  Army,  Irish  and  other  immigrant 
workers  and  poor  were  whipped  into 
a racist  frenzy.  When  results  of  the 
draft  lottery  were  announced  on  12  July 
1863,  tens  of  thousands  began  rampag- 
ing in  the  streets.  While  a clause  of 
the  draft  order  allowing  those  who  could 
pay  $300  to  avoid  military  service  pro- 
voked resentment,  the  riots  were  directed 
against  the  black  population.  Chasing  and 


most  significant  urban  rebellion  in  U.S. 
history  up  to  that  point,  the  riot  was  put 
down  with  the  assistance  of  thousands  of 
federal  troops  ordered  into  the  city  by 
Lincoln.  PL.  grotesquely,  is  "inspired"  by 
this  racist,  counterrevolutionary  rebellion. 

PL  today  places  itself  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  barricades  from  Karl  Marx. 
Their  sympathy  with  the  draft  riots  spits 
on  the  history  of  the  200,000  blacks  who 
volunteered  and  fought  in  the  Northern 
army  and  navy  to  destroy  slavery.  In 
Europe,  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels 
urged  and  organized  international  working- 
class  support  to  the  Union  cause  from  the 
beginning.  In  his  "Address  of  the  Inter- 
national Working  Men’s  Association  to 
Abraham  Lincoln.  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  written  in  November 
1 864  after  Lincoln’s  re-election.  Marx 
wrote:  “We  congratulate  the  American 
people  upon  your  re-election  by  a large 
majority.  If  resistance  to  the  Slave  Power 
was  the  reserved  watchword  of  your  first 
election,  the  triumphant  war-cry  of  your 


Comparty  E, 
4th  U.S.  Colored 
Infantry  at 
Fort  Lincoln. 
Nearly  200,000 
black  troops 
volunteered  for 
Union  Army, 
helping  to  turn 
tide  in  Civil  War 
and  defeat 
Southern 
slavocracy. 


of  the  West,  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
lion  committed  the  North  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  revealed  clearly  the  revo- 
lutionary character  of  the  war.  In  the  1 862 
elections,  following  the  adoption  of  an 
abolitionist  program  by  Lincoln’s  Repub- 
lican Party,  the  Democratic  Party — the 
party  of  the  Southern  slaveholders  and 
their  sympathizers  in  the  North — won  the 
governorship  of  New  York.  As  Karl  Marx 
pointed  out  in  "The  Election  Results 
in  the  Northern  States"  (18  November 


beating  any  blacks  they  could  find,  the 
mobs  sacked  and  burned  dozens  of  black 
dwellings.  At  least  a dozen  black  people 
were  murdered.  The  Colored  Orphan 
Asylum,  housing  over  200  black  chil- 
dren, was  burned  to  ashes.  Also  targeted 
were  prominent  abolitionists  like  Horace 
Greeley  and  those  who  were  known  to 
associate  with  or  provide  housing  and 
employment  to  blacks.  While  some  blacks 
were  able  to  organize  armed  self-defense, 
thousands  desperately  fled  the  city.  The 
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Georgia... 

(conlinued  from  page  I) 

prepared  lo  challenge  the  U.S.  in  reassert- 
ing Russia’s  role  as  the  great  power  in  the 
region.  On  August  26,  Russia  formally 
recognized  the  independence  of  South 
Ossetia  and  Abkhazia,  another  secession- 
ist province. 

Russia’s  humiliating  slap  down  of 
Washington’s  Tbilisi  client  provoked  a 
frenzy  of  vituperation  in  U.S.  imperialist 
circles.  Bush  ludicrously  intoned  that 
invading  a foreign  country  “is  unaccept- 
able in  the  2 1st  century’’ — this  only  days 
before  the  U.S.  occupiers  carried  out  a 
bloody  massacre  of  some  95  Afghan  civ- 
ilians. including  50  children!  The  U.S. 
then  finalized  a long-planned  deal  lo 
install  an  anti-missile  “defense"  system  in 
Poland,  the  first  in  a former  Soviet  bloc 
nation,  and  to  deploy  American  troops 
there  to  operate  the  system.  So  much  for 
Washington’s  claims  that  such  an  anti- 
missile defense  is  aimed  not  at  Russia  but 
Iran,  which  has  neither  intercontinental 
ballistic  missiles  nor  nuclear  warheads! 

Capitalist  restoration  in  the  Soviet 
Union  paved  the  way  lo  the  emergence  of 
a "one  superpower  world.’’  emboldening 
the  U.S.  imperialists — no  longer  chal- 
lenged by  Soviet  military  might — in  their 
military  adventures  abroad.  The  U.S.  has 
since  established  bases  across  Central 
Asia  and  elsewhere  on  Russia’s  periph- 
ery. aimed  at  the  encirclement  not  only  of 
capitalist  Russia,  which  is  still  the  second 
largest  nuclear  power,  but  also  of  China, 
the  largest  and  most  powerful  of  the 
remaining  bureaucratically  deformed  work- 


of Georgia  may  be  the  [sic]  one  of  the 
most  significant  event(s]  to  occur  in 
Europe  since  the  end  of  communism" 
{Washington  Post  online.  18  August). 
Biden’s  tirade  is  of  a piece  with  Obama’s 
July  24  Berlin  speech,  where  he  upheld 
the  U.S.  anti-Soviet  crusade  as  a model 
for  reasserting  Washington’s  global  inter- 
ests today. 

Indeed.  Obama’s  cautious  and  uneven 
opposition  to  the  Iraq  war  and  occupa- 
tion. which  is  cheered  by  (he  reformist 
left,  is  directed  at  restoring  U.S.  imperial- 
ism's ability — weakened  by  the  Bush 
administration’s  disastrous  policies  in 
Iraq — to  project  its  military  and  diplo- 
matic power  globally.  Obama  made  this 
clear  in  an  article  on  "Renewing  Ameri- 
can Leadership  ” in  Foreign  Affairs  (July- 
August  2007),  where  he  calls  for  a 
"responsible  end"  to  the  U.S.  occupation 
of  Iraq  in  order  to  redeploy  and  signifi- 
cantly escalate  American  military  forces 
and  operations  around  the  world.  Obama 
is  foursquare  behind  the  murderous  occu- 
pation of  Afghanistan  and  calls  for  de- 
ploying an  additional  10.000  U.S.  troops 
there.  It  is  no  accident  that  Obama’s  for- 
eign policy  consigliore  is  one  Zbigniew 
Brzezinski.  a veteran  of  Cold  War  II  who 
was  a central  figure  in  the  Democratic 
Carter  administration  as  it  launched  an 
anti-Communist  "human  rights”  campaign 
against  the  Soviet  Union.  This  included 
massive  support  to  Islamic  reactionaries 
in  Afghanistan  against  the  Soviet  Army, 
which  intervened  there  in  late  1979  in 
defense  of  the  USSR’s  southern  flank 
and  on  the  side  of  elementary  human 
progress. 

Deep  hatred  for  the  Bush  gang  among 


August  23:  Graves 
are  prepared  the 
day  after  U.S.-led 
airstrlkes  kilted 
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most  of  them 
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children, 

In  Afghan  village 
of  Azizabad, 

Herat  province. 


ers  states.  We  call  for  unconditional  mili- 
tary defense  of  China — and  the  other 
deformed  workers  slates  of  Cuba,  North 
Korea  and  Vietnam — against  imperialism 
and  internal  counterrevolution  and  de- 
mand; U.S.  bases  out  of  East  Europe, 
Central  Asia,  the  Caucasus,  Near  East! 

The  Caucasus  and  Central  Asia  are  also 
pivotal  for  U.S.  and  West  European 
access  to  Caspian  and  Central  Asian  oil 
and  gas.  The  huge  1.100-miIe-long  Baku- 
Tbilisi-Ceyhan  pipeline,  one  of  three  built 
to  supply  West  Europe  while  skirting 
Russian  territory  and  possible  Russian 
control  over  the  oil  flow,  passes  through 
Georgia.  The  European  powers,  espe- 
cially France  and  Germany,  have  their 
own  ax  to  grind  in  the  region.  Both  coun- 
tries have  opposed  the  entry  of  Georgia 
into  NATO,  while  French  president  Nico- 
las Sarkozy,  as  current  head  of  the  Euro- 
pean Union,  presided  over  the  initial 
ceasefire  agreement  between  Russia  and 
Georgia.  Meanwhile.  European  "military 
observers"  are  part  of  a UN  "peacekeep- 
ing" force  that  has  been  in  Georgia  since 
1993  along  the  border  with  Abkhazia.  U/V 
out  of  Georgia  now! 

Democrats,  the  Other  Party 
of  U.S.  Imperialism 

The  two  presumptive  candidates  to  the 
post  of  imperialist  Commander-in-Chief, 
Republican  John  McCain  and  Democrat 
Barack  Obama,  rushed  to  condemn  Rus- 
sia. Both  called  for  putting  Georgia  on  a 
“fast  track"  to  NATO  membership.  Dem- 
ocratic Senator  Joseph  Biden  demonstra- 
tively visited  Georgia  only  days  before 
his  selection  as  Obama’s  running  mate. 
On  his  return.  Biden  declared:  “I  left  the 
country  convinced  that  Russia’s  invasion 


workers  and  minorities,  in  the  U.S.  and 
internationally,  must  not  obscure  the  fact 
that  the  Democrats  are  the  other  party  of 
imperialist  war  and  racism.  We  oppose 
political  support  to  any  capitalist  politi- 
cian— McCain.  Obama  or  the  Greens’ 
Cynthia  McKinney.  We  stand  for  the  com- 
plete political  independence  of  the  work- 
ing class.  Our  aim  is  the  forging  of  a revo- 
lutionary multiracial  workers  party  that 
fights  to  overturn  the  capitalist  system 
through  workers  revolution  and  to  estab- 
lish a workers  government.  All  U.S.  troops 
out  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  now! 

Leninism  and 

the  National  Question 

In  hyping  Georgia’s  "democratic"  pre- 
tensions against  supposedly  unceasing 
aggression  by  a timeless  “Russian  impe- 
rialism," the  bourgeois  media  have  been 
replete  with  historical  references  to  the 
“progressive”  Menshevik  Georgian  regime 
of  1918-21.  The  New  York  Times  (10 
August)  referred  to  this  as  "when  Bol- 
shevik troops  crushed  Georgia's  thrill- 
ing, and  brief,  first  experiment  with  lib- 
eral rule.”  From  the  standpoint  of  the 
proletarian  revolution,  the  suppression  of 
Menshevik  Georgia,  which  was  neither 
“democratic"  nor  “independent."  was  abso- 
lutely correct  and  necessary. 

Following  the  proletarian  seizure  of 
power  in  the  October  Revolution  of  1 9 1 7. 
Lenin’s  Bolsheviks  immediately  carried 
out  their  commitment  to  grant  the  right  of 
self-determination  to  the  myriad  peoples 
oppressed  under  the  tsarist  prison  house 
of  peoples.  The  Leninist  position  on  the 
national  question  was  premised  on  the 
full  equality  of  all  nations  and  peoples. 
The  aim  was  to  get  the  national  question 
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off  the  agenda,  to  counterpose  to  all  vari- 
ants of  bourgeois  nationalism  an  appeal 
to  the  workers  for  international  unity  in 
their  class  struggle. 

Revolutionary  Russia  was  subjected  to 
a three-year-long  Civil  War  by  imperialist- 
backed  counterrevolutionary  White  reac- 
tionaries and  direct  imperialist  military 
intervention  by  14  capitalist  armies.  Those 
countries — like  Georgia,  Poland.  Finland 
and  the  Baltic  stales — that  remained  capi- 
talist after  achieving  independence  from 
Russia  became  bulwarks  of  reactionary 
terror  againsi  the  working  class  and  beach- 
heads for  imperialist  intrigues  against  the 
Soviet  stale. 

In  his  1922  pamphlet.  Between  Red 
and  White  (also  known  as  Social  Democ- 
racy and  the  Wars  of  Interyention  in  Rus- 
sia I9I8-I921),  Bolshevik  leader  Leon 
Trotsky  exposed  the  myth  of  “democratic." 
"independent”  Georgia  promoted  by  the 
imperialists  and  their  social-democratic 
henchmen  at  the  time  and  rehashed  by 
the  bourgeois  media  today,  citing  the 
Mensheviks’  own  words.  In  December 
1918,  the  Georgian  Menshevik  Topuridze 
assured  the  Allied  imperialists:  "I  assume 
that  our  republic  will  co-operate  with  the 
Allied  countries  in  their  fight  against  the 
Bolsheviks,  with  all  the  means  at  its  dis- 
posal." In  another  example,  he  recounted 
the  brutal  suppression  of  a peasant  upris- 
ing in  Ossetia,  quoting  Menshevik  leader 
Valiko  Djugeli,  who  delighted  at  the 
slaughter:  "Ossetian  villages  are  burning 
all  around  us....  We  will  be  cruel.  Yes.  we 
will.”  "I  begin  to  understand  Nero  and  the 
great  fire  of  Rome.”  Djugeli  recalled 
another  Menshevik  telling  him  after  "gaz- 
ing upon  the  bright  flames." 

When  the  Mensheviks,  who  had  opposed 
the  proletarian  revolution  in  Russia,  took 
power  in  Georgia  in  early  1918  they 
drove  the  Georgian  Communists  under- 
ground, "Independent”  Georgia  immedi- 
ately invited  in  the  German  imperialist 
army  and,  following  Germany’s  defeat 
in  World  War  I.  handed  the  reins  to  the 
British  imperialists.  Working  with  Arme- 
nian and  Georgian  nationalists,  the  Brit- 
ish imperialists  engineered  the  overthrow 
of  the  Baku  Soviet  of  1918 — based  on 
Azeri,  Armenian,  Georgian  and  Russian 
oil  workers — which  was  the  center  of 
Bolshevik  power  in  the  Caucasus.  The  26 
Bolshevik  leaders  of  the  Soviet  were  later 
captured  and  executed  in  September  1918 
at  the  behest  of  the  British.  Trotsky  dedi- 
cated his  pamphlet  to  these  heroic  Com- 


munists and  to  the  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  others  who  were  persecuted  and 
slaughtered  by  the  Georgian  and  other 
bourgeois  regimes  in  the  Caucasus. 

In  February  1921,  as  a Communist-led 
uprising  broke  out  in  Georgia,  the  Red 
Army  finally  moved  in  and  swept  out 
the  imperialist-backed  Menshevik  gov- 
ernment. ushering  in  workers  rule  and 
bringing  genuine  national  liberation.  As 
Trotsky  explained  in  his  pamphlet: 

“Wc  do  not  only  recognize,  but  we  also 
give  full  support  lo  the  principle  of  self- 
determination.  wherever  it  is  directed 
against  feudal,  capitalist  and  imperialist 
states.  But  wherever  the  fiction  of  self- 
determination.  in  the  hands  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. becomes  a weapon  directed 
against  the  proletarian  revolution,  we 
have  no  occasion  to  treat  this  fiction  dif- 
ferently from  the  other  ‘principles’  of 
democracy  perverted  by  capitalism" 

For  Marxists,  the  right  of  national  self- 
determination  is  not  an  absolute  princi- 
ple. In  the  case  of  Georgia  1921.  it  was 
subordinated  to  defense  of  the  proletarian 
revolution.  Similarly  in  1914,  with  the 
outbreak  of  World  War  I.  the  question  of 
the  rights  of  small  nations  occupied  by 
one  or  another  imperialist  power  was  sub- 
ordinated to  the  principle  of  revolution- 
ary defeatism  against  all  the  imperialist 
combatants.  Thus  the  revolutionary  Ser- 
bian Social  Democrats  rightly  refused  to 
call  for  Serbian  self-determination  after 
the  country  was  overrun  by  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  empire. 

A more  recent  example  is  the  1999 
U.S. -led  war  against  Serbia,  carried  out 
by  the  Democratic  Clinton  administration 
in  the  name  of  stopping  "ethnic  cleans- 
ing" in  KosdVo.  Much  of  the  reformist 
left  internationally  beat  the  drums  for 
“human  rights”  imperialism  on  behalf  of 
“poor,  little  Kosovo,”  with  some  even 
supporting  direct  imperialist  intervention. 
We  historically  defended  the  right  of  self- 
determination  of  the  Kosovo  Albanians, 
including  the  right  to  form  their  own  state 
or  to  integrate  into  a "greater"  Albania. 
But  in  the  buildup  to  and  during  the 
U.S./NATO  war.  this  question  had  be- 
come subordinated  to  our  position  of  rev- 
olutionary defensism:  military  defense  of 
Serbia  without  any  political  support  to 
the  revanchist  regime  in  Belgrade.  That 
remained  the  case  when  NATO  forces 
supplanted  the  Serbian  army  as  the  effec- 
tive slate  power  in  Kosovo  following 
the  1999  war.  As  we  wrote  in  "Balkans 
Tangle”  (WV^  No.  755.  30  March  2001): 
“With  Kosovo  now  a NATO  protectorate. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


there  can  be  no  independent  struggle  for 
the  national  rights  of  ethnic  Albanians  or 
any  other  national  minority  in  the  region 
which  does  not  first  and  foremost  seek  to 
expel  the  imperialist  ‘peacekeepers'." 

Kosovo's  sham  "declaration  of  inde- 
pendence" from  Serbia  this  February  was 
essentially  a diplomatic  provocation  against 
Serbia  and  Russia — paving  the  way  for  the 
conflict  in  Georgia — and  a further  incite- 
ment against  the  besieged  Serbian  minority 
in  Kosovo.  We  defend  the  national  rights  of 
the  Serbs  in  northern  Kosovo,  opposing 
their  forcible  incorporation  into  an  Alba- 
nian Kosovar  state.  As  Marxists,  we  oppose 
the  poison  of  nationalism  and  fight  for  the 
class  unity  of  the  workers  throughout  the 
Balkans  in  overthrowing  all  the  bloody 
capitalist  regimes  of  the  region.  We  say: 
Down  with  the  imperialist  occupation  of 
Kosovo!  All  U.S.IUNINATO  troops  out  of 
the  Balkans  now!  For  a socialist  federation 
of  the  Balkans! 

The  Impact  of  Capitalist 
Counterrevolution 

Particularly  in  areas  of  heavy  national 
interpenetration,  such  as  the  Caucasus  and 
the  Balkans,  only  under  proletarian  rule 
could  there  be  a just  and  equitable  reso- 
lution to  the  conflicting  national  aspira- 
tions of  the  numerous  peoples.  The  Bolshe- 
viks. in  order  to  accommodate  the  myriad 
peoples  at  different  levels  of  national  con- 
solidation, established  a variety  of  Soviet 
republics.  Autonomous  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics  for  nationalities.  Autonomous 
Oblasts  and  Nationality  Okrugs  for  vari- 
ous tribes.  In  Georgia.  Abkhazians  and 
Ossetians  had  autonomous  regions,  as  did 
other  formerly  oppressed  peoples  such  as 
the  Chechens.  Tartars  and  the  Bashkirs  in 
the  Urals. 

Many  of  the  Bolsheviks’  policies  were 
reversed  with  the  growth  of  the  national- 
ist Stalinist  bureaucracy  that  came  to 
power  with  the  political  counterrevolu- 
tion that  began  in  1924.  The  dogma  of 
"socialism  in  one  country”  proclaimed  by 
Stalin  later  in  1924  was  to  become  syn- 
onymous with  the  sellout  of  countless 
revolutionary  opportunities  abroad  in  the 
coming  decades,  while  fostering  the  rec- 
rudescence of  Russian  chauvinism  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  Nonetheless,  the  collectiv- 
ized economy  of  the  multinational  Soviet 
workers  state  laid  the  basis  for  the  equi- 
table resolution  of  national  conflicts  and 
an  enormous  leap  in  social  progress.  This 
was  reflected  in  the  high  levels  of  edu- 
cation and  cultural  development  and  the 
advancement  of  women  and  widespread 
ethnic  intermarriage.  Moreover,  the  Soviet 
state  implemented  policies  aimed  at  ad- 
vancing the  most  backward  regions  of  the 
USSR.  Georgia  was  a case  in  point.  An 
article  by  Goran  Therbom  in  New  Left 
Review  (July-August  2007)  titled  "Trans- 
caucasian Triptych"  pointed  out  that  in 
the  decades  after  1921 : 

"Soviet  industnal  dcvclopmcntalism — 
factories,  roads,  railways,  schools,  hospi- 
tals, scientific  institutions — was  to  trans- 


Civil  War... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

the  precondition  to  consolidating  a uni- 
fied. modem  capitalist  nation-state.  But 
while  a modem  capitalist  state  was  con- 
solidated, the  bourgeoisie  did  not  fulfill 
the  promise  of  liberation  embodied  in  the 
Second  American  Revolution.  As  capital- 
ism rapidly  developed  in  the  post-Civil 
War  decades,  the  Northern  industrial 
bourgeoisie  became  alarmed  at  a devel- 
oping and  combative  working  class. 
By«  1877,  Northern  capitalists  had  aban- 
doned Radical  Reconstruction — the  most 
egalitarian  period  in  American  history, 
when  freed  blacks  exercised  full  political 
rights — and  cemented  tics  with  the  ex- 
slaveholders of  the  South. 

A new  system  of  racist  exploitation 
was  established  in  the  South  through  the 
systematic  repression  of  the  freedmen’s 
fight  for  land,  education  and  civil  rights. 
A rigid  system  of  legally  enforced  racial 
segregation  called  Jim  Crow  was  imposed 
and  maintained  by  police-state  repression 
and  the  terror  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  which. 


form  the  socio-economic  landscape  of 
(he  Caucasus,  and  a modernizing  Tbilisi 
became  (he  industrial,  administrative  and 
cultural  hub  for  the  South  Caucasus  as  a 
whole  . 

"As  one  of  the  pnmc  beneficiaries  of  the 
Soviet  system.  Georgia  was  one  of  the 
mam  losers  from  the  break-up  of  the 
USSR." 

Decades  of  Stalinist  mismanagement, 
lies  and  bureaucrati.sm  prepared  the  way 
for  the  counterrevolutionary  breakup  of 
the  USSR  in  1991-92.  The  imperialists 
encouraged  the  growth  of  bourgeois- 
nationalist  movements,  particularly  in  the 
more  prosperous  non-Russian  republics 


in  the  Baltics  and  in  Soviet  bloc  states 
like  Poland,  and  used  these  as  a batter- 
ing ram  for  counterrevolution.  The  res- 
toration of  capitalism  in  East  Europe 
and  the  former  Soviet  Union  led  to  an 
unprecedented  immiseration  of  the  work- 
ing masses  in  those  countries  and  exac- 
erbated communalist  hatreds.  The  final 
undoing  of  the  October  Revolution  was  a 
world-historic  defeat  for  workers  and  the 
oppressed  around  the  world. 

To  the  bitter  end.  the  ICL  carried  out 
its  Trotskyist  obligation  to  defend  the 
gains  of  the  October  Revolyiion.  We 
hailed  the  Soviet  military  intervention  in 
Afghanistan  against  CIA-backed  Islamic 
insurgents.  When  the  imperialists  bank- 
rolled the  clerical-nationalist  Solidamo^d 
“union”  in  Poland  as  a spearhead  for  capi- 
talist restoration  throughout  the  Soviet 
bloc  in  the  early  1980s.  we  called  to  "Stop 
Solidamo^d  counterrevolution!”  When 
Russia’s  Boris  Yeltsin,  working  hand  in 


in  the  words  of  Civil  War  historian  James 
McPherson,  "became  in  effect  armed  aux- 
iliaries of  the  Democratic  party”  (Ordeal 
by  Fire:  The  Civil  War  and  Reconstruc- 
tion [19821).  The  white-supremacist  and 
segregationist  spirit  of  the  South  infected 
the  whole  country.  It  dovetailed  with  the 
entry  of  American  capitalist  imperialism 
on  the  world  scene  at  the  end  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  and  served  abroad  as  a valu- 
able weapon  to  fortify  colonial  oppres- 
sion and  exploitation. 

Black  oppression  today  remains  a cen- 
tral pillar  of  American  capitalism,  but 
black  workers  are  also  a strategic  com- 
ponent of  the  working  class  who  will  play 
a vanguard  role  in  the  emancipation  of 
the  working  class  as  a whole.  The  key 
to  this  perspective  is  the  forging  of  a 
revolutionary  workers  party  in  opposition 
to  both  partner  parties  of  racist  Ameri- 
can capitalism,  the  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans. and  all  capitalist  parties.  In  con- 
trast to  PL,  which  capitulates  to  the  racist 
capitalist  system,  we  seek  to  build  a Len- 
inist party  that  will  act  as  a tribune  of  the 
people.  Finish  the  Civil  War!  For  black 
liberation  through  socialist  revolution!  m 


glove  with  the  Bush  Sr.  White  House, 
launched  a pro-imperialist  coup  in  August 
1991.  the  ICL  responded  with  the  call, 
"Soviet  Workers:  Defeat  Ycltsin-Bush 
Counterrevolution!"  (reprinted  in  Sparta- 
cist  pamphlet.  How  the  Soviet  Workers 
State  Was  Strangled,  August  1993).  We 
urged  the  multinational  Soviet  proletariat 
to  return  to  the  internationalist  road  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky  and  to  forge  an  authen- 
tically Bolshevik  party  to  lead  the  fight 
for  proletarian  political  revolution  and  to 
smash  the  forces  of  capitalist  counter- 
revolution. Our  statement,  translated  into 
Russian,  was  distributed  in  the  tens  of 


thousands  throughout  the  Soviet  Union. 

In  contrast,  the  reformist  left  interna- 
tionally took  its  cues  from  the  social- 
democratic  and  labor  lieutenants  of  the 
imperialists,  condemning  the  Soviet  pres- 
ence in  Afghanistan,  hailing  Solidamo^d 
and  cheering  on  Yeltsin’s  pro-imperialist 
"democrats."  A prime  example  was  the 
U.S.  International  Socialist  Organization 
(ISO)  and  its  then  cothinkers  in  Britain, 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party,  who  enthused 
over  Yeltsin/Bush’s  victory:  “Commu- 
nism has  collapsed....  It  is  a fact  that 
should  have  every  socialist  rejoicing” 
(Socialist  Worker  [Britain],  31  August 
1991 ).  Russian  supporters  of  Peter  Taaffe’s 
Committee  for  a Workers’  International 
(CWI)  and  Alan  Woods’  International 
Marxist  Tendency  did  more  than  rejoice 
from  afar;  they  actually  sought  to  restrain 
workers  who  tried  to  oppose  Yeltsin’s 
counterrevolutionary  barricades. 

The  response  of  much  of  the  refor- 
mist left  internationally  to  the  conflict  in 
Georgia  has  ranged  from  a vague  pacifist 
neutrality — punctuated  in  the  case  of 
the  ISO  with  Cold  War  “captive  nations" 
rhetoric  about  "Stalin’s  prison-house  of 
nations”  (Socialistworker.org,  12  August) 
— to  a pro-Russian  tilt.  The  latter  is 
exemplified  by  the  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP),  whose  calling  card  has  always 


been  to  paint  various  Stalinist  and  neoco- 
lonial bourgeois-nationalist  regimes  as 
“anti-imperialist.”  In  fact.  WWP’s  "anti- 
imperialist” posturing  has  always  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  tailing  "progressive” 
(i.e..  Democratic)  capitalist  politicians  in 
the  U.S.  WWP  rejects  the  class  line  in 
favor  of  the  capitalist  "lesser  evil." 

What  support  to  Putin's  Russia  means 
on  the  ground  can  be  seen  in  the  gro- 
tesque position  of  the  Russian  Taaffeites. 
Since  the  counterrevolution,  these  refor- 
mists have  lined  up  with  the  most  retro- 
grade chauvinist  forces  in  Russia,  in- 
cluding the  fascist  National  Bolshevik 
Party.  While,  typically,  the  CWI  issued 
a sanitized  statement  for  international 
consumption  ("Georgia/Russia  Conflict 
Brings  Disaster  for  Working  People  of 
Region."  1 1 August),  in  Russia  the  group 
portrays  the  war  against  Georgia  as  a just 
war  for  Russian  statehood  and  calls  for 
"people’s  militias"  to  fight  for  Mother 
Russia: 

"The  reaction  of  ordinary  people,  who  all 
across  the  country  are  enlisting  in  volun- 
teer brigades,  is  entirely  clear.  If  there 
are  those  who  want  to  come  to  (he  aid 
of  fraternal  peoples  (and  the  mass  vol- 
unteer movement  is  inspired  precisely  by 
this — after  ail.  the  degenerates  who  sim- 
ply want  to  ‘shoot  it  up’  aren’t  that 
many)  (hen  it  would  be  entirely  logical 
for  precisely  these  people  to  replace  con- 
scripted soldiers.  But  a people’s  militia  is 
dangerous  for  the  authorities  and  capital, 
since  a people’s  militia,  on  the  stren^  of 
its  elemental  proletanan  instinct,  could 
act  against  not  only  external,  but  also 
internal  enemies.” 

— ‘Turn  the  Guns  on  the  Bra.ss!” 
www.socialism.ru  (II  August) 

By  all  accounts  such  ‘people’s  militias” 
did  follow  Putin's  forces  into  Georgia, 
where  they  reportedly  killed,  looted  and 
burned  down  the  homes  of  ethnic  Geor- 
gians. Without  giving  support  to  either 
side  in  this  conflict.  Marxists  uphold  the 
right  of  all  communities  to  defend  them- 
selves against  pogromisi  terror. 

In  the  aftermath  of  counterrevolution  in 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  deformed  work- 
ers states  of  East  Europe,  all  the  old  crap 
of  the  pre-World  War  I era  has  retumed. 
Ethnic  cleansing,  daily  terror  against 
immigrants  and  minorities — these  are  pan 
and  parcel  of  the  triumph  of  the  "national 
principle"  which  the  imperialists  pushed 
throughout  the  Cold  War  as  a weapon 
against  the  Soviet  Union.  Only  when 
the  class  principle — i e..  the  program  of 
world  socialist  revolution — prevails  over 
the  “national  principle”  can  there  be  an 
end  to  imperialist  war.  exploitation  and 
oppression. 

Washington's  imperialist  triumphalism 
in  the  years  following  the  collapse  of 
the  Soviet  Union  has  been  eroded.  With 
the  global  economy  on  the  decline,  ten- 
sions between  the  U.S.  and  European 
powers  are  likely  to  grow.  The  U.S.  impe- 
rialists find  themselves  in  a quagmire  in 
Iraq  and  increasingly  in  Afghanistan. 
Their  ambitions  in  the  Caucasus  have 
been  openly  challenged  by  Russia.  But 
a wounded  imperialist  beast  with  the 
world's  largest  nuclear  arsenal  is  an 
extremely  dangerous  creature.  This  under- 
lines both  the  urgency  and  seriousness  of 
the  task  faced  by  Marxists:  the  reforging 
of  Trotsky's  Fourth  International,  world 
party  of  socialist  revolution,  to  lead  the 
proletariat  in  sweeping  away  imperialist 
barbarism.! 
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Painting  depicts  execution  of 
26  Communist  commissars  by  British- 
backed  counterrevolutionaries  In  bloody 
suppression  of  1918  Baku  Soviet. 

Trotsky’s  1922  pamphlet,  widely  known 
as  Between  Red  and  White,  exposed 
Imperialists  and  their  Menshevik 
apologists  who  sought  to  smash  the 
young  Soviet  workers  state. 

Painting  by  l.l  Srodsky 
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Hunger  Crisis... 

(continued  from  page  12} 

under  capiialism.  food  is  sold  on  the 
market  in  order  to  make  a profit.  Like 
any  other  business,  agnbusiness  seeks  to 
monopolize  and  control  the  market  to 
keep  prices  as  high  as  possible  and  max- 
imize profits. 

That  starvation  has  become  the  in- 
creasingly common  condition  of  a large 
portion  of  humanity  is  rooted  in  the  very 
logic  of  the  capitalist  system.  As  Lenin 
explained  in  Imperialism,  the  Highest 
Stage  of  Capitalism  (1916): 

“It  goes  without  saying  that  if  capitalism 
could  develop  agriculture.. .if  it  could 
raise  the  living  standards  of  the  masses, 
who  in  spite  of  the  amazing  technical 
progress  are  everywhere  still  half-starved 
and  poverty-stricken,  there  could  be  no 
question  of  a surplus  of  capital....  But  if 
capitalism  did  these  things  it  would  not 
be  capitalism;  for  both  uneven  devel- 
opment and  a semi-starvation  level  of 
existence  of  the  masses  are  fundamental 
and  inevitable  conditions  and  constitute 
premises  of  this  mode  of  production." 

The  country  most  cited  as  the  "suc- 
ces.s”  .story  for  the  development  of  com- 
mercial agriculture  in  the  face  of  impe- 
rialist competition  is  Brazil.  Starting  in 
the  1960s,  Brazil  used  state  credits  and 
lax  breaks  to  create  a livestock  sector 
based  on  nationally  produced  grain,  be- 
coming in  1980  the  world’s  main  sup- 
plier of  soybean  meal  for  cattle  feed. 
Yet  this  “success"  was  achieved  through 
the  destruction  of  local  food  produc- 
tion, massive  eviction  of  peasants  from 
their  land  and  ongoing  destruction  of 
the  Amazon  rain  forest.  After  several 
decades  of  such  "success"  under  capital- 
ism. fully  one-tenth  of  the  Brazilian  popu- 
lation suffered  from  malnutrition.  Today, 
3 percent  of  the  Brazilian  population 
controls  some  two-thirds  of  all  arable 
land,  while  five  million  rural  families 
remain  landless. 

The  current  food  crisis  cries  out  for  an 
internationally  planned  socialist  econ- 
omy based  on  the  most  advanced  levels 
of  technology.  Such  an  economic  sys- 
tem would  enormously  increase  agricul- 
tural output  throughout  the  world  while 
also  greatly  reducing  transport  costs, 
thereby  facilitating  a rational  interna- 
tional division  of  labor.  But  how  can 
a worldwide  society  of  economic  abun- 
dance be  achieved?  Only  through  prole- 
tarian socialist  revolutions,  above  all  in 
the  advanced  capitalist-imperialist  coun- 
tries of  North  America.  West  Europe  and 
Japan  where  the  productive  wealth  and 
technological  resources  of  the  world  are 
now  concentrated.  Only  then  can  produc- 
tion and  distribution  be  based  on  social 
need  rather  than  profit. 

Tortilla  Protests  in  Mexico, 
Strikes  in  South  Africa 

In  Mexico  early  last  year,  the  soaring 
price  of  the  main  staple  food,  tortillas — 
which  are  made  with  corn — provoked  a 
series  of  demonstrations,  including  a pro- 
test in  Mexico  City  of  100.000  people 
called  by  the  Uni6n  Nacional  de  Trabaja- 
dores  (National  Union  of  Workers)  and 
composed  largely  of  labor  and  peasant 
organizations.  A major  factor  m the  im- 
poverishment of  the  Mexican  masses  was 
the  imposition  in  1994  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA), 
which  we  Marxists  have  opposed  as  the 
"free  trade"  rape  of  Mexico  by  the  U.S. 
imperialists. 

In  a 27  January  2007  leaflet  titled 
"Mobilize  the  Working  Class  Against 
Hunger  and  Repression!”  (reprinted  in 
WV  No.  886,  16  February  2007),  our 
comrades  of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de 
Mdxico.  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League,  raised  a series  of  transi- 
tional demands  seeking  to  link  the  imme- 
diate struggles  and  con.sciousness  of  the 
masses  to  the  program  of  socialist  revolu- 
tion. The  GEM  demanded  the  expropria- 
tion of  the  corn  magnates  without  com- 
pensation as  part  of  a call  for  the  working 
class  to  fight  against  the  capitalist  class 
as  a whole.  The  GEM  called  for  "labor 
strikes  that  demand  a subsidy  for  tortillas 
so  everyone  can  have  them”  which. 


together  with  the  call  for  "the  distribution 
of  food  for  all  under  control  of  the  trade 
unions,  organizations  of  poor  peasants 
and  the  urban  poor,”  aimed  at  ensuring 
food  distribution  among  the  workers  and 
the  poor.  The  leaflet  declared:  “The  only 
way  to  end  hunger  is  to  seize  the  means 
of  production  from  the  capitalists  through 
proletarian  revolution  and  its  extension 
internationally.” 

In  an  underdeveloped  capitalist  coun- 
try like  Mexico,  the  national  ruling  class 
depends  overwhelmingly  on  credit  and 
investment  from  its  imperialist  mas- 
ters. Because  bourgeois  populists,  like 
the  Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution 
(PRD)  in  Mexico,  stand  for  the  continua- 
tion of  capitalism  and  defend  the  rule 
and  interests  of  a wing  of  the  national 
bourgeoisie,  they  inevitably  reject  in 
deeds  the  democratic  demands  they  at 
times  promise. 

The  road  to  national  and  social  eman- 
cipation in  countries  of  combined  and 
uneven  development  (where  modem  indus- 
try exists  alongside  backward,  traditional 
economy)  was  charted  by  Trotsky's  the- 
ory of  permanent  revolution,  which  was 
verified  by  the  experience  of  the  1917 
Russian  Revolution.  The  only  path  for- 
ward is  the  fight  for  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat,  standing  at  the  head  of  all  the 
oppressed,  above  all  of  the  peasant  masses. 
This  would  place  on  the  order  of  the  day 
not  only  democratic  but  also  socialist 
tasks,  such  as  collectivizing  the  economy, 
giving  a mighty  impulse  to  the  interna- 
tional socialist  revolution.  Short  of  the 
international  extension  of  the  revolution, 
particularly  to  the  advanced,  industrialized 
imperialist  centers,  socialist  construction 
will  be  arrested  and  ultimately  reversed. 

While  in  most  countries  the  recent 
food-price  protests  were  spontaneous 
upheavals  of  the  urban  and  rural  poor,  in 
South  Africa  mass  anger  over  price  hikes 
for  food,  transport  and  electricity  has 
been  channeled  into  protests  organized 
by  the  powerful  Congress  of  South  Afri- 
can Trade  Unions  (COSATU).  These 
included  a series  of  one-day  strikes  in 
the  country’s  various  provinces  m July, 
culminating  in  a one-day  nationwide 
work  stoppage  on  August  6 that  effec- 
tively shut  down  Johannesburg  and  other 
major  cities  as  bus  and  taxi  drivers 
joined  the  strike.  Tens  of  thousands  of 
trade  unionists  and  township  poor  par- 
ticipated in  protest  rallies  in  Pretoria. 
Cape  Town  and  elsewhere.  Both  the 
provincial  and  nationwide  strikes  had 
strong  support  from  mine  workers — a 
large  percentage  of  whom  are  immi- 
grants— who  constitute  that  section  of  the 
working  class  producing  South  Africa’s 
main  exports. 

The  COSATU  bureaucracy  felt  pres- 
sure to  call  the  protest  strikes  because  its 
members  are  among  those  hardest  hit 
by  the  skyrocketing  prices  of  food,  fuel 
and  electricity.  However  these  protest 
strikes  were  not  directed  against  the 
capitalist  government  that  enforces  the 
brutal  exploitation  and  immiseration  of 
the  predominantly  black  workers,  rural 
toilers  and  township  poor.  Quite  the  con- 
trary. The  strikes  and  rallies  were  held 
with  the  explicit  support  of  the  ruling 
African  National  Congress  (ANC)  and 


were  intended  as  a pressure  valve  to  let 
off  some  steam  and  channel  the  discon- 
tent of  the  workers  and  poor  into  support 
for  the  ANC’s  new.  more  populist  leader. 
Jacob  Zuma. 

The  leadership  of  COSATU  is  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  reformist  South  Afri- 
can Communist  Party  (SACP).  which 
plays  a major  role  in  the  government  in 
its  bloc  with  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
ANC.  COSATU  itself  also  participates 
in  the  government,  which  is  commonly 
called  the  Tripartite  Alliance.  We  describe 
the  Alliance  as  a nationalist  popular  front 
through  which  the  SACP  and  COSATU 
misleaders  tie  the  working  class  to  the 
mainly  white  capiAlist  class  and  their 
black  front  men.  who  are  committed  to 
maintaining  neo-apartheid  capitalist  rule. 

While  the  strikes  and  rallies  were  ini- 
tially called  over  the  escalating  cost  of 
food,  fuel,  transport  and  utilities,  shortly 
before  the  first  of  the  provincial  strikes 
th^  COSATU  tops  announced  that  they 
were  complying  with  a court  injunction 
limiting  the  official  demands  to  protest 
against  the  massive  increases  in  electric- 
ity rates  by  the  state-owned  power  com- 
pany, Eskom,  and  any  job  losses  result- 
ing from  the  rotating  power  outages.  In 
fact,  this  was  a state-sanctioned  COSATU 
"general  strike."  Despite  the  official  line, 
stickers,  posters  and  banners  at  the  Pre- 
toria rally  sought  to  address  the  broader 
crisis  for  the  millions  facing  hunger 
across  South  Africa.  "Away  with  high 
food  prices."  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent slogans. 

Spartacist  South  Africa,  section  of 
the  ICL.  intervened  in  the  strikes  and 
rallies,  putting  forward  our  revolution- 
ary program.  Along  with  Workers  Van- 
guard and  Spartacist  South  Africa,  our 
comrades  also  distributed  at  the  August 


6 protest  a leaflet  issued  in  May  as  a 
wave  of  pogromist  attacks  against  immi- 
grants swept  the  country  (see  “South 
Africa:  Mobilize  Trade  Unions  Against 
Anti-Immigrant  Terror!"  WV  No.  915,  23 
May).  The  leaflet  called  for  "Full  citi- 
zenship rights  for  all  immigrants!"  and 
declared: 

“It  is  the  ANC/SACP/COSATU  Tripar- 
tite Alliance  government  that  oversees 
neo-apartheid  capitalism,  under  which 
the  overwhelming  majority  are  locked 
in  grinding  poverty  and  black  people 
remain  on  the  bottom.  The  poor  in 
this  country,  and  hundreds  of  millions 
around  the  world,  are  faced  with  starva- 
tion from  rising  food  pnees.  which  are 
at  bottom  caused  not  by  shortages  but 
by  price-gouging  and  other  capitalist 
profiteering.” 

Above  all.  we  explained  to  strikers  and 
demonstrators  that  the  working  class, 
especially  its  most  politically  advanced 
and  organized  .sector,  must  break  with 
the  Alliance  in  order  to  fight  for  a 
black-centered  workers  government  that 
would  seize  the  means  of  production 
from  the  conglomerates  that  dominate 
neo-apartheid  capitalism.  Only  such  a 
government  can  bring  decent  living 
conditions  and  national  liberation  to  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  black,  coloured 
(mixed-race)  and  Indian  masses.  Among 
other  measures,  a proletarian  regime 
would  expropriate  the  large,  white-owned 
commercial  farms  and  promote  collec- 
tivized and  state-owned  agriculture  under 
the  control  of  farm  workers.  The  collec- 
tivization of  agriculture  is  especially 
necessary  to  achieve  social  equality  for 
the  downtrodden  immigrants  from  Zim- 
babwe and  elsewhere  in  Africa  who  make 
up  a good  part  of  the  farm  labor  force. 

South  Africa  is  key  for  the  sub- 
Saharan  African  population.  The  black 
population  in  South  Africa  has  been  par- 
tially absorbed  into  the  bottom  of  a mod- 
em industrialized  society  that  can.  based 
on  the  revolutionary  reorganization  of 
society,  provide  a decent  life  for  all  who 
live  there.  Our  call  for  a black-centered 
workers  government  is  part  of  our  strug- 
gle for  a socialist  federation  of  South- 
ern Africa  that  would  begin  to  lay 
the  material  foundations  for  social  equal- 
ity throughout  the  region.  This  can 
be  fully  realized  only  through  the  exten- 
sion of  socialist  revolution  to  the  most 
advanced  capitalist  countries  and  the 
establishment  of  a collectivized,  planned 
world  economy. 

Biofuel  and  Other  Rackets 

The  record  food  prices  crushing  the 
world’s  poor  are  occurring  at  a time  of 
booming  global  agricultural  output.  Last 
year’s  total  cereals  crop  of  1 ,7  billion  tons 
was  the  largest  in  world  history;  it  was  89 
million  tons  more  than  2006.  another 
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bumper  crop  year.  What  then  explains 
today’s  sharp  increase  in  food  prices? 

A confidential  study  by  the  World 
Bank  last  April.  "A  Note  on  Rising  Foods 
Prices"  by  Donald  Mitchell,  was  leaked 
to  and  published  by  the  London  Guard- 
ian. It.s  summary  conclusion; 

'The  World  Bank’s  index  of  food  prices 
increased  140  percent  from  January  2002 
to  February  2008.  This  increase  was 
caused  by  a confluence  of  factors  but  the 
most  important  was  the  large  increase  in 
biofuels  production  in  the  U.S.  and  EU 
[European  Union].  Without  the  increase 
in  biofuels,  global  wheat  and  mai/c 
stocks  would  not  have  declined  appre- 
ciably and  price  increases  due  to  other 
factors  would  have  been  moderate.” 

The  study  estimated  that  75  percent  of  the 
price  increase  between  2002  and  2008 
was  due  to  the  massive  diversion  of  food 
grains  and  cooking  oils  into  biofuels. 

In  the  U.S..  the  biofuels  bill  passed 
by  Congress  in  the  summer  of  2005 
mandated  the  use  of  ethanol  in  motor 
fuels,  granting  generous  subsidies  and  tax 
credits  for  its  production,  on  lop  of  pre- 
existing tariffs  on  the  cheaper  and  more 
efficient  ethanol  produced  in  Brazil  from 
sugar.  The  bill  passed  with  strong  bi- 
partisan support,  including  from  Barack 
Obama,  an  early  champion  of  the  biofuel 
racket.  His  state.  Illinois,  is  a leading  com 
producer,  and  he  has  received  support  from 
ethanol  magnates.  The  biofuel  bonanza 
has.  in  part,  been  sold  as  a means  of 
achieving  “energy  independence"  from 
Near  Eastern  oil  as  part  of  the  reactionary 
"war  on  terror."  Most  biofuels  are  also 
touted  for  reducing  greenhouse  gas  emis- 
sions. but  a study  in  Science  (4  January) 
noted  that  the  main  biofuels  "have  greater 
aggregate  environmental  costs  than  do  fos- 
sil fuels"  and  concluded  that  "multibillion- 
dollar  subsidies  for  U.S.  com  production 
appear  to  be  a perverse  incentive  from  a 
rational  cost-benefit  perspective." 

This  year,  an  estimated  one-third  of 
the  com  crop  produced  by  the  U.S..  by 
far  the  world’s  largest  exporter  of  com. 
is  being  withdrawn  from  the  food  market 
to  be  used  for  biofuel  production.  In 
turn,  this  deliberately  provoked  shortfall 
in  the  food  grain  harvest  is  driving  up  the 
prices  of  other  grains  as  they  are  used 
to  replace  com — or  as  their  cultivation 
is  cut  back  to  free  up  land  for  grow- 
ing com.  The  UN's  Special  Reporter  on 

Northern 

Ireland... 

(continued  from  page  6) 
when  working-class  youth  and  Republi- 
cans bravely  fought  off  riot  cops  for  hours 
to  prevent  a Loyalist  mob  marching 
through  the  streets  of  Dublin.  Higgins  was 
quick  to  join  every  bourgeois  politician  in 
the  Dlil  to  denounce  the  anti-Loyalist  pro- 
test as  a "sectarian  riot"  (see  Workers  Van- 
guard No.  866.  17  March  2006). 

The  Socialist  Party  is  the  antithesis  of 
the  revolutionary  workers  party,  that  is  a 
Bolshevik  party,  that  the  Spartacist  League 
is  fighting  to  build.  We  demand  the  imme- 
diate. unconditional  withdrawal  of  the 
5,000  British  troops  in  Northern  Ireland. 
We  stand  for  the  defence  of  the  viciously 
oppressed  Catholic  community  in  North- 
ern Ireland  against  Loyalist/state  terror.  At 
the  same  lime,  we  oppose  Sinn  Fdin’s 
nationalist  perspective  of  a capitalist  united 
Ireland  in  which  Protestants  would  be- 
come an  oppressed  minority,  a prospect 
that  only  serves  to  consolidate  the  Protes- 
tants behind  Loyalist  bigots,  laying  the 
basis  for  communalist  terror,  which  is  anti- 
thetical to  a polarisation  along  class  lines. 
In  this  situation  of  interpenetrated  peoples 
and  fratricidal  nationalism,  there  can  be  no 
equitable  solution  short  of  the  destruction 
of  capitalism  and  the  institution  of  work- 
ers rule.  Our  perspective  is  proletarian  and 
internationalist:  for  the  revolutionary  over- 
throw of  British  imperialism  and  the  cleri- 
calist state  in  the  South — which  is  hide- 
ously oppre.ssive  of  women.  Travellers  and 
workers — and  the  sectarian  Orange  state. 

At  a recent  Socialist  Party  meeting  in 
Dublin  hosting  Peter  Taaffe.  a speaker 
for  the  ICL  laid  out  our  perspective 
while  exposing  the  anti-revolutionary  pro- 


the  Right  to  Food  earlier  this  year  de- 
nounced using  food  crops  to  produce 
biofuel  us  a "crime  against  humanity." 

That  crime  has  paid  off  handsomely 
for  U.S.  capitalists  in  the  form  of  record 
profits.  The  family-owned  agribusiness 
giant  Cargill  is  so  awash  in  earnings  that 
the  personal  fortunes  of  the  two  family 
heirs  more  than  doubled  last  year  to  $4.4 
billion  each.  In  the  first  three  months 
of  this  year,  the  net  income  of  grain 
conglomerate  Archer  Daniels  Midland 
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Democratic  presidential  candidate 
Barack  Obama  at  ethanol  plant  in 
Iowa.  Obama  has  close  ties  to 
ethanol  industry. 

(the  country’s  large.st  ethanol  producer) 
soared  42  percent,  while  seed  and  herbi- 
cide giant  Monsanto  has  reported  earn- 
ings up  almost  300  percent.  That  didn't 
slop  Congress,  with  liberal  Democrats  in 
the  lead,  from  passing  a new  farm  bill 
this  spring  containing  huge  subsidies  to 
wealthy  farmers  and  agribusinesses. 

West  European  imperialists  are  Just  as 
involved  as  their  U.S.  counterparts  in  the 
worldwide  biofuel  scramble  and  in  colos- 
sal land  grabs  for  biofuel  cultivation  at 
the  expense  of  food.  If  the  Americans  have 
devastated  the  rural  and  urban  poor  in 
Mexico  and  elsewhere  in  Latin  America, 
the  Europeans  are  responsible  for  seem- 
ingly endless  lines  for  previously  avail- 
able basic  foodstuffs  in  much  of  East  and 
South  Asia  and  Africa  It  is  not  com  that 
has  been  shifted  to  biofuel  cultivation  in 
Malaysia,  for  instance.  It  is  palm  oil.  an 


important  source  of  calories  in  Asia,  that 
has  been  diverted  to  produce  biodiesel, 
particularly  for  use  in  Europe.  In  Indone- 
sia. the  world's  largest  producer  of  palm 
oil.  where  1 10  million  people  live  on  less 
than  $2  a day,  the  sharp  rise  in  the  price 
of  cooking  oil  is  devastating.  "The  Other 
Oil  Shock:  Vegetable  Oil  Prices  Soar” 
headlined  the  International  Herald  Trib- 
une (19  January).  The  article  pointed  out 
that  edible  oil  prices  have  increased  more 
than  any  other  category  of  food  prices. 

While  U.S.  agribusiness  moguls  are 
shifting  production  into  corn-based  etha- 
nol to  replace  ga.soiine  in  automobiles. 
European  countries  have  been  subsidiz- 
ing biodiesel  (though  some  have  cut  back 
as  the  exaggerated  claims  of  biofuels’  envi- 
ronmental benefits  have  been  exposed). 
In  addition.  Germany  now  has  1 .8(10  com- 
bined heat  and  power  plants  using  palm, 
soy  and  rapeseed  oil.  and  Britain  has 
similar  plants  in  the  works.  Since  Euro- 
pean agriculture  does  not  grow  all  of  the 
feedstocks  necessary  for  biofuels  used  in 
the  EU,  parts  of  Africa  and  countries  such 
as  Malaysia.  Indonesia.  India  and  the 
Philippines  are  being  enlisted  to  provide 
such  feed.stocks  at  the  expense  of  food. 

The  worldwide  scramble  for  biofuels 
takes  place  in  the  context  of  competition 
between  the  main  imperialist  states. 
Finance  capital  flows  into  the  construc- 
tion of  fully  integrated  biofuel  networks, 
involving  cultivation,  shipping,  process- 
ing and  distribution.  Substantial  sums  go 
to  countries  that  sign  special  deals  or 
have  preferential  trade  access  to  the  U.S.. 
the  EU  or  Japan.  The  competition  for 
feedstock  re.sources  is  an  element  of  the 
imperialist.s’  moves  to  redivide  control  of 
the  world’s  semicolonies. 

Also  contributing  to  the  skyrocketing 
prices  for  foodstuffs  has  been  a shift  of 
speculative  money  capital  into  primary 
products  of  all  kinds.  Commodities  as 
diverse  as  crude  oil.  gold.  lead,  uranium, 
cattle  and  cocoa  were  trading  at  or  near 
record  prices  earlier  this  year.  The  slide 
of  the  dollar  against  other  world  curren- 
cies has  buoyed  the  prices  of  raw  com- 
modities in  dollar  terms.  This,  in  turn, 
prompted  a wave  of  buying  by  large 
banks,  hedge  funds  and  other  financial 
institutions  seeking  "hard  assets"  as  a 
hedge  against  inflation — or  as  simply 


speculation  on  further  price  increases. 
One  hedge  fund  manager  told  a May  20 
Senate  hearing  that  such  "institutional 
investors"  had  poured  some  $55  billion 
into  speculative  commodities  trades  in 
just  the  first  52  trading  days  of  this 
year.  He  asked  rhetorically:  “Doesn’t  it 
seem  likely  that  an  increase  in  demand  of 
this  magnitude. ..could  go  a long  way  in 
explaining  the  extraordinary  commodities 
price  increases  in  the  beginning  of  2008?" 

In  contrast  to  the  capitalist  biofuel  pro- 
ducers. the  People’s  Republic  of  China, 
the  world's  Ihird-largcst  producer  and  con- 
sumer of  ethanol,  has  an  official  policy  of 
prohibiting  biofuel  production  from  com- 
peting with  food  cultivation.  Initially.  China 
produced  significant  quantities  of  ethanol 
from  com.  but  this  drove  up  domestic  com 
prices.  Woiried  that  surging  food  prices 
might  cause  urban  proletarian  unrest,  the 
Chinese  government  in  December  2006 
decreed  that  biofuel  production  would  not 
be  undertaken  by  utilizing  arable  lands  and 
food  grains.  Instead.  China  has  moved  to 
produce  ethanol  from  stale  grains  in  the 
national  re.serve  and  from  non-grain  crops. 
A Chinese  official  declared:  "In  China  the 
first  thing  is  to  provide  food  for  its  1 .3 
billion  people,  and  after  that,  we  will  sup- 
port biofuel  production"  (Fengxia  Dong. 
“Food  Security  and  Biofuels  Develop- 
ment: The  Ca.se  of  China"  (October  2(X)7]). 
This  is  just  one  illustration  of  how  China 
is  a fundamentally  different  type  of  soci- 
ety from  the  capitalist  countries. 

China  is  not  a capitalist  but  a workers 
state,  albeit  one  that  was  bureaucratically 
deformed  from  its  inception.  The  over- 
throw of  capitalist  rule  in  China  by  the 
1949  Revolution,  leading  to  the  building 
of  a collectivized  economy,  represents  a 
historic  gain  for  the  working  class  inter- 
nationally. While  the  U.S.  and  other  impe- 
rialists aim  to  destroy  the  Chinese  work- 
ers state  and  restore  bourgeois  rule,  we 
stand  for  the  unconditional  military  de- 
fense of  China  against  imperialist  attack 
from  without  and  counterrevolution  from 
within.  At  the  same  time,  we  call  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  parasitic  and  nationalist  Stalinist 
bureaucrats  and  to  establish  a regime 
based  on  workers  democracy  and  revolu- 
tionary internationalism. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 


Spartacist 
contingent  In 
June  1981 
London  protest 
demands: 
"Smash  Britain's 
Torture  Camps— 
Troops  Out 
Now!” 


m 


gramme  of  their  international,  the  Com- 
mittee for  a Workers’  International,  from 
their  support  for  "workers  in  uniform” — 
including  an  ex-H-Block  prison  warden — 
to  their  scabbing  on  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state  (see  Workers  Hammer  No. 
202.  Spring  2008).  Many  Socialist  Party 
members  in  the  audience,  including  one 
who  was  a security  guard,  vented  their  fury 
at  our  insensitivity  to  the  plight  of  these 
thugs,  in  particular  the  lowly  security 
guard,  and  our  call  to  oust  them  from  the 
unions.  Taaffe’s  summary,  in  particular  in 
response  to  the  ICL.  was  a ten-minute  les- 
son in  just  how  dirty  a business  reformism 
is.  After  explaining  that,  as  a result  of  the 
betrayals  of  New  Labour,  it  is  the  task  of 
the  Socialist  Party  to  build  a "new  mass 
workers  party"  which  is  explicitly  not 
revolutionary  (i.e..  Old  Labour),  he  went 
into  a long  rant  on  the  glorious  struggles  of 
the  British  prison  officers.  He  painted  a 
picture  of  the  Socialist  Party’s  new  mass 


workers  party;  column  after  column  of 
uniformed  prison  officers  at  the  head  of 
the  working  class!  The  Socialist  Party 
actually  dreams  of  building  a "workers 
party"  based  on  the  brutally  racist.  BNP 
(fascistj-ridden,  thugs  from  Wormwood 
Scrubs  and  the  Metropolitan  Police! 

Such  a reactionary.  Labourite  perspec- 
tive. and  such  deadly  illusions  in  the  capi- 
talist state  need  to  be  vigorously  combated 
within  the  workers  movement!  Cops, 
prison  wardens  and  security  guards  out  of 
the  unions!  The  Spartacist  League  seeks  to 
build  a multiethnic  revolutionary  workers 
party,  a party  that  will  act  as  a tribune  of 
the  people,  fighting  to  mobilise  the  woric- 
ing  class  against  every  manifestation  of 
injustice,  racist  oppression  and  state 
tyranny:  Down  with  the  racist  war  on  ter- 
ror! Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immi- 
grants! For  free  abortion  on  demand! 
What  is  necessary  is  a revolutionary  party 
that  fights  for  the  understanding  that,  as 


Lenin  explained,  “the  working  class  cannot 
simply  lay  hold  of  the  ready-made  state 
machinery,  and  wield  it  for  its  own  pur- 
poses”; that  the  liberation  of  the  worldng 
class  cannot  come  about  "without  the 
destruction  of  the  apparatus  of  state  power 
which  was  created  by  the  ruling  class" 
(The  Slate  and  Revolution).  These  words 
were  written  on  the  eve  of  the  Russian 
Revolution,  the  first,  and  to  date,  only  suc- 
cessful proletarian  revolution.  Under  the 
leadership  of  the  Bolshevik  vanguard 
party,  the  working  class  smashed  the  capi- 
talist state  and  established  a workers  state, 
consisting  of  the  "special  bodies  of  armed 
men”  necessary  to  defend  the  revolution 
against  the  deposed  ruling  class.  That 
revolution  makes  clear  the  kind  of  party 
the  working  class  needs  to  once-and-for- 
all  throw  off  their  chains.  And  it  is  our  task 
to  build  this  vanguard  party! 

Comradely. 

Derek  M. 
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Behind  the  Hunger  Crisis: 
Hanitalist  Profits 


Per  Bjorklur^d 

Caoe  Town.  South  Africa.  August  6:  Members  of  COSATU  trade-union  federation  protest  high  food,  fuel  and  electricity  prices  (left).  Mahalla,  Egypt,  April  7;  Cops 
attack  demonstrators  protesting  high  food  prices  and  demanding  release  of  over  150  arrested  the  previous  day  during  suppression  of  planned  textile  workers  strike. 


Imperialism  Starves 


World’s  Poor 


The  astronomical  price  of  food  on 
world  markets  threatens  to  condemn 
additional  millions  of  the  world's 
poorest  and  most  vulnerable  to  death 
by  starvation.  The  overall  price  of 
cereals  on  international  markets  increased 
92  percent  in  the  year  ending  in  April.  In 
the  first  five  months  of  this  year,  the 
world  price  of  rice,  a staple  for  more  than 
half  the  planet's  population,  more  than 


PART  ONE 


doubled.  As  prices  peaked,  the  total  bill 
paid  by  people  in  underdeveloped  coun- 
tries for  imported  food  was  almost  dou- 
ble what  it  was  in  2000.  Today,  the 
world’s  poorest  people  spend  50  to  80 
percent  of  their  total  household  income 
on  food. 

Even  before  the  current  crisis,  an  esti- 
mated 850  million  people  suffered  from 
chronic  malnutrition,  over  half  of  them 
children.  Today  in  impoverished  Haiti, 
many  residents  of  the  vast  slums  like 
Citd  Soleil  survive  on  cookies  make  of 
dried  mud  mixed  with  sugar,  salt  and 
vegetable  oil.  In  Egypt,  at  least  eleven 
people  died  on  breadlines  in  March 
and  April — some  were  killed  when 
fights  erupted  among  frantic  custom- 
ers. others  were  pushed  beyond  exhaus- 
tion by  the  endless  wait  for  food.  In 
Afghanistan,  a country  devastated  by 
U.S./NATO  military  occupation,  grain 
prices  reached  such  heights  that  many 
farmers  have  switched  to  growing  wheat 
instead  of  raising  poppies  for  the  heroin 
trade. 

In  a number  of  countries,  the  surging 
food  prices  have  sparked  riots  and  dem- 
onstrations. sometimes  backed  up  by 
striking  workers,  In  northern  Egypt,  riot- 
ing broke  out  after  a planned  strike  on 
April  6 at  the  Mahalla  al-Kobra  textile 
mills,  the  country's  largest  industrial 
complex,  was  headed  off  by  a massive 
show  of  police  force.  For  two  days,  thou- 
sands clashed  with  police,  who  fired 
on  protesters,  leaving  three  dead.  In  Ban- 
gladesh. an  explosion  of  rage  by  some 


20.000  textile  workers  in  Fatullah.  south 
of  the  capital,  culminated  in  a strike  on 
April  15  by  thousands  of  garment  work- 
ers. many  of  them  women,  in  the  capital 
city,  Dhaka.  A sweater  machine  operator, 
who  earns  $30  a month,  declared:  "With 
our  poor  salary,  it  is  now  impossible  to 
buy  three  meals  a day”  (Agence  France- 
Presse.  12  April). 

In  April,  the  Haitian  prime  minister 
was  sacked  after  more  than  a week  of 
rioting  in  which  at  least  six  people  died. 
At  the  same  time,  several  days  of  food 
riots  in  Yemen  left  at  least  a dozen  dead, 
as  tanks  were  deployed  against  street 
barricades,  and  police  stations  and  mili- 
tary vehicles  were  torched. 


In  sub-Saharan  Africa,  the  food  crisis 
has  been  compounded  by  years  of 
drought,  brutal  communalist  wars  and 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  Unions  in  Burkina 
Faso  called  a two-day  general  strike  in 
April  to  protest  soaring  food  and  fuel 
prices;  this  came  after  widespread  riots 
in  February  in  which  official  buildings 
were  burned  and  government  representa- 
tives stoned.  In  Senegal,  rioters  last 
November  torched  municipal  buildings 
and  attacked  the  former  headquarters  of 
the  ruling  party,  while  in  Mauritania  riot- 
ers were  dispersed  by  the  police,  leaving 
one  dead.  In  February,  at  least  six  people 
were  killed  in  protests  in  Mozambique, 
while  in  Cameroon  the  death  toll  in  anti- 


government riots  reportedly  num- 
bered at  least  one  hundred. 

Because  they  perpetuate  the  condi- 
tions of  economic  impoverishment 
and  cultural  backwardness,  the  impe- 
rialist powers  are  ultimately  responsible 
for  the  horrific  conditions  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa.  The  wholesale  economic  devasta- 
tion of  the  African  continent  has  been 
deepened  by  the  destruction  of  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state  in  1991-92. 
The  existence  of  the  Soviet  Union,  which 
acted  as  a counterweight  to  U.S.  imperi- 
alism, had  allowed  maneuvering  room 
for  "Third  World"  capitalist  rulers,  who 
garnered  economic  and  military  aid  by 
offering  themselves  as  clients  to  Moscow 
or  Washington  (see  “Imperialism  Starves 
Africa."  WV  No.  561.  16  October  1992. 
reprinted  in  Black  History  and  the  Class 
Struggle  No.  10.  February  1993). 

With  the  world  capitalist  economy 
now  entering  a recession,  global  prices 
for  agricultural  products  and  a number  of 
other  commodities  have  slipped  from 
their  record  highs.  This  is  true  of  oil. 
whose  skyrocketing  price  helped  drive 
up  the  cost  of  fertilizer,  fuel  and  many 
other  goods  and  services.  But  this  will 
not  alleviate  widespread  hunger  in  Third 
World  countries.  Hundreds  of  millions  of 
workers,  peasants  and  urban  poor  will 
still  not  have  the  money  to  buy  sufficient 
food  for  their  families.  A global  reces- 
sion will  increase  mass  unemployment 
and  drive  down  wages  even  as  it  damp- 
ens the  current  inflation  of  food  prices. 

The  excruciating  fact  is  that  the  ter- 
rible famines  which  are  endemic  to  the 
capitalist  Third  World  are  not  the  result 
of  food  shortages.  Figures  published  by 
the  UN  World  Food  Programme  indicate 
that  the  amount  of  food  currently  pro- 
duced is  more  than  one  and  a half  times 
what  is  needed  to  provide  every  per- 
son on  earth  with  a nutritious  diet  (Tony 
Weis,  The  Global  Food  Economy:  The 
Battle  for  the  Future  of  Fanning  (2007)). 
But  food  is  distributed  according  to  the 
ability  to  pay.  As  with  all  commodities 
continued  on  page  10 
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Break  with  the  Democrats! 

For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 


AFP  (top),  Reuters 

Top:  Imperialist  candidates  Barack  Obama  and  Joseph  Biden  at  Democratic 
Party  convention  in  August.  Obama  calls  for  10.000  more  troops  to  Afghani- 
stan. Above:  Afghan  villagers  mourn  two  children  killed  by  U.S.-led  troops  in 
Kabul  on  September  1. 


As  the  glittery  red-white-and-blue  media 
circuses  of  the  two  bourgeois  parties* 
presidential  nominating  conventions  in 
Colorado  and  Minnesota  faded  away,  the 
last  whiffs  of  police  tear  gas  dissipated, 
and  the  last  police  barricades  were  dis- 
mantled. official  U.S.  unemployment  hit 
a five-year  high  of  6. 1 percent,  while  the 
actual  business  of  American  imperialism 
continues  unabated.  The  occupation  of 
Afghanistan — supported  by  both  capital- 
ist candidates — heated  up  a.s  the  U.S. 
killed  or  wounded  500  people  in  one  week 
alone.  Meanwhile.  U.S.  commandos  openly 
made  incursions  into  Pakistan  on  Septem- 
ber 3.  the  sort  of  action  advocated  by  Dem- 
ocratic Party  presidential  nominee  Barack 
Obama.  With  bipartisan  unity.  Democratic 
vice  presidential  candidate  Joe  Biden's  pro- 
posal for  a $15  billion  bribe  to  Pakistan's 
new  president  to  ensure  compliance  with 
further  U.S.  incursions  was  supported  by 
the  Bush  administration.  The  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff  have  recommended  shifting  some 
troops  out  of  the  Iraq  quagmire  in  order  to 
send  them  to  Afghanistan,  a move  in  line 
with  Obama's  recent  call  for  10.000  addi- 
tional troops  into  Afghanistan.  And  both 
parties  continue  threats  against  Iran  over  its 
nuclear  program. 

As  Marxist  opponents  of  this  racist 
capitalist-imperialist  order,  we  stand  for 
the  political  independence  of  the  working 
class  from  the  capitalist  class  enemy. 
Working  people  need  a party  that  fights 
for  their  class  interests,  a workers  party 
committed  to  sweeping  away  the  mur- 
derous imperialist  order  through  social- 
ist revolution.  We  are  opposed  to  any 
political  support  to  any  capitalist  politi- 
cian— Democrat.  Republican.  Green  or 
"Independent."  A vole  for  any  bourgeois 
candidate  is  a vote  of  confidence  in  the 
reformability  of  capitalism  and  a vole 
against  the  need  for  socialist  revolution. 
Nor  would  we  run  for  executive  office — 
president,  governor  or  mayor — ourselves 
(see  Spartacist  (English-language  edi- 


tion] No.  60.  Autumn  2007).  In  the  U.S., 
the  president  is  the  lop  cop  responsible 
for  the  most  massive  military  power  in 
history  and  for  the  domestic  machinery  of 
repression  that  maintains  social  oppres- 
sion and  exploitation. 

To  the  U.S.  rulers.  Obama,  the  son  of 
a Kenyan  man  and  a while  American 
woman,  is  an  acceptable  choice  for  presi- 
dent because  he  would  refurbish  the  tat- 
tered image  of  U.S.  imperialism,  Obama 
serves  as  a very  powerful  propaganda 
weapon  for  the  bourgeoisie,  telling  black 
people  and  the  oppressed  to  shut  up  and 
stop  complaining,  because,  you  see.  "the 
American  dream"  work.s!  Former  Bush 
supporter  and  former  Republic  edi- 
tor Andrew  Sullivan  pointed  out  in  pro- 
moting Obama:  "What  does  he  offer? 
First  and  foremost;  his  face.  Think  of  it  as 
the  most  effective  potential  re-branding 


of  the  United  States  since  Reagan.  Such 
a re-branding  is  not  trivial — it's  central 
to  an  effective  war  strategy"  {Atlantic 
Monthly,  December  2007). 

Indeed,  when  Obama  spoke  in  Berlin 
on  July  24.  more  than  200.000  Berliners, 
waving  U.S.  flags,  cheered  him  on.  It 
was  a public  relations  triumph  that  Presi- 
dent Bush  could  not  have  pulled  off:  as 
one  commentator  quipped,  the  only  way 
Bush  would  have  gotten  that  kind  of 
crowd  was  if  he  was  being  tried  as  a 
war  criminal.  Obama’s  speech  itself  was 
a rip-roaring  rehash  of  just  about  every 
anti-Communist  Cold  War  clichd  known 
to  bourgeois  speechwriters. 

Berlin  was  where  John  F.  Kennedy 
made  his  famous  "Ich  bin  ein  Berliner" 
speech  in  1963 — after  his  failed  1961 
Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  of  Cuba  and  his 
dispatch  of  U.S.  troops  to  Vietnam.  It  was 


also  in  Berlin  that  Ronald  Reagan  de- 
manded that  Soviet  leader  Gorbachev 
"tear  down  that  wall"  in  1987  during  Cold 
War  II.  Obama’s  performance,  a virulent 
mix  of  classic  "Cold  War  liberalism"  with 
neoconservative  Reaganite  rhetoric,  was 
designed  to  show  how  tough  an  imperial- 
ist Commander-in-Chief  he  would  be. 

Obama  declared  that  after  World  War  II 
"the  Soviet  shadow  had  swept  across 
Eastern  Europe."  Left  unsaid,  of  course, 
was  the  fact  that  it  was  the  Red  Army  that 
defeated  the  scourge  of  Nazi  terror  in 
Europe  at  the  cost  of  over  20  million 
Soviet  lives.  Obama  sang  the  praises  of 
NATO,  "the  greatest  alliance  ever  formed 
to  defend  our  common  security."  He  gave 
shout-outs  to  "the  German  people"  who 
"tore  down  that  wall"  and  to  "American 
bases  built  in  the  last  century"  that  "defend 
the  security  of  this  continent,"  It  was  a 
speech  geared  to  reinvrgorating  "West- 
ern allies”  behind  U.S.  imperiali.st  aims 
abroad:  "The  Afghan  people" — the  same 
ones  the  U.S.  and  NATO  forces  slaugh- 
ter with  impunity — "need  our  troops  and 
your  troops." 

While  the  Soviet  Union  has  been 
destroyed.  Obama's  anii-Communism  still 
serves  a real  purpose  in  targeting  the 
deformed  workers  slates  of  Cuba,  North 
Korea.  Vietnam  and  especially  China,  the 
most  powerful  of  the  remaining  deformed 
workers  states.  Just  as  we  did  with  the 
USSR  and  the  deformed  workers  slates 
of  East  Europe,  today  we  stand  for  the 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the  re- 
maining workers  states  against  imperialist 
attack  and  capitalist  counterrevolution. 

The  1991-92  counterrevolutionary  de- 
struction of  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state,  a world-hi.storic  defeat  for  the  interna- 
tional proletariat,  has  created  a one  "super- 
power" world  dominated  by  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. It  is  in  this  context  that  the  U.S. -led 
occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  must 
be  seen.  As  revolutionary  working-class 
continued  on  page  H 
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BT  on  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Campaign 

Running  Dogs  for  the 
Reformist  Left 


Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  wrote 
in  1929;  “The  greatest  honor  for  a gen- 
uine revolutionist  today  is  to  remain  a 
‘sectarian’  of  revolutionary  Marxism  in 
the  eyes  of  Philistines,  whimperers  and 
supeiTicial  thinkers"  ("Once  Again  on 
Brandler-Thalheimer.”  June  1929).  In  this 
spirit,  we  take  up  a June  9 letter  to  Work- 
ers Vanguard,  “On  Spartacist  Sectarian- 
ism and  Mumia’s  Defense."  by  the  dubi- 
ous. misnamed  International  Bolshevik 
Tendency  (BT).  The  letter,  posted  on  the 
BT’s  Web  site,  unwittingly  underlines 
Trotsky’s  point. 

This  BT  screed,  addressed  to  Workers 


Vanguard  in  respon.se  to  our  article  “Pro- 
tests Demand:  Free  Mumia  Now!”  {WV 
No.  914.  9 May),  is  in  fact  written  for  the 
hard  core  of  hostile  liberals  and  reformists 
who  despise  the  Marxist  politics  and 
class-struggle  defense  program  put  for- 
ward by  the  Spartacist  League  and  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee  in  the  fight  for 
Mumia’s  freedom.  Thus,  the  BT's  letter 
drops  even  its  ritual  paper  objections  to 
the  reformists’  call  for  a “new  trial”  for 
Mumia.  i.e.,  the  falsehood  that  this  fighter 
against  black  oppression,  an  innocent  man 
subjected  to  a massive  state  frame-up,  can 
get  justice  from  the  capitalist  courts  that 


have  consigned  him  to  death  row.  Such 
appeals  to  the  “good  offices"  of  the  bour- 
geois state  are  in  counterposition  to  the 
independent  mobilization  of  the  working 
class  and  oppressed  to  free  Mumia. 

After  denouncing  the  WV  article  as 
being  “as  cynical  as  it  is  dishonest."  the  BT 
makes  much  of  our  supposed  “aversion 
to  united-front  activity"  and  “aversion  to 
working  seriously  with  other  leftists  in 
Mumia’s  defense.”  Nothing  new  from  the 
BT  there.  We  have  previously  published 
^ an  exchange  with  the  BT  (see  “Dubious 
BT’s  ‘United  Front’  Fraud — The  Fight  for 
Class-Struggle  Defense  of  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal."  WNo.  903.  23  November  2007). 
which  exhaustively  dealt  (yet  again)  with 
similar  charges  of  “sectarianism"  and  the 
purpose  they  serve.  Given  th^  BT’s  self- 
indictment in  this  latest  communique,  it  is 
worth  replying  again. 

To  begin,  we  will  quote  in  full  the  para- 
graph from  the  WV  No.  914  article,  to 
which  the  BT  objected  and  from  which  it 
only  selectively  quoted  by  omitting  the 
first  and  last  sentences; 

“While  the  reformist  left  has  sought  to 
avoid  our  united-front  protests  like  the 
plague,  the  dubious  International  Bolshe- 
vik Tendency  (BT)  has  sought  to  be  the 
microbe  that  poisons  the  labor-centered 
mass  protest  necessary  to  free  Mumia. 
Having  become  involved  in  the  united- 
front  protests  in  Toronto  and  London,  the 
BT  then  promoted  protests  in  cities  where 
we  do  not  have  active  branches:  Dublin. 
Ireland;  Cologne.  Germany;  and  Vienna, 
Austria.  These  three  Poiemkin-village 
■protests’  drew  a combined  total  of  oo 
more  than  35  people.  The  Dublin  ‘rally’ 
featured  a speaker  from  the  anarchist 
Workers  Solidarity  Movement  [WSMJ 
who  questioned  Mumia’s  innocence  with- 
out a peep  in  response  from  the  BT. 
Meanwhile.  BT  supporters  showed  up  at 
the  April  19  Oakland  united-front  protest 
and,  while  claiming  to  support  the  slo- 
gans of  the  protest,  refused  to  endorse  it. 
What  gives?” 

The  BT  admits  in  its  June  9 missive; 
“Although  we  missed  it  at  the  time,  the 
representative  of  the  Workers  Solidarity 
Movement  who  spoke  in  Dublin  appar- 
ently did  call  into  question  Mumia’s  inno- 
cence. We  would  note  that  he  takes  the 
view  that  leftists  should  defend  Mumia 
nonetheless."  At  a rally  that  peaked  at  16 
people,  it  would  seem  to  be  virtually 
impossible  to  “miss”  such  a statement. 
Moreover,  in  questioning  Mumia’s  inno- 
cence, the  WSM  speaker  echoed  what  is 
the  stock  in  trade  of  liberal  false  “friends” 
of  Mumia  who  see  his  frame-up  as  simply 
an  aberration  and  a stain  on  American 
“justice”  and  “democracy.”  These  include 
the  likes  of  David  Lindorff.  author  of  the 
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U.S.  finance  capital's  mouthpiece  re- 
tailed BT  slanders  of  Spartacist  League 
in  1995  in  attempt  to  undermine  mass 
protest  movement  for  Mumia. 

book  Killing  Time:  An  Investigation  Into 
the  Death  Row  Case  of  Mumia  Ahu-Jamal. 
which  declares.  “I’m  not  convinced  that 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  was  simply  an  inno- 
cent bystander”  and  grotesquely  sugge.sts 
that  Mumia  may  have  shot  Officer  Faulk- 
ner. Lindorff  was  embraced  by  much  of 
the  reformist  left,  as  he  too  called  for 
a "new  trial"  for  Mumia.  (See  “David 
Lindorff,  Michael  Schiffmann:  Undermin- 
ing Mumia’s  Fight  for  Freedom.”  WVNo. 
892,  1 1 May  2007.)  As  to  their  refusal  to 
endorse  the  Oakland  protest,  the  BT’s  let- 
ter is  mum. 

The  BT  decries  the  WV  article,  claim- 
ing it  "maliciously  asserts”  that  the  BT 
‘"cares  nothing  about  black  oppression’  .” 
Again,  we  print  in  full  the  paragraph  in 
WV  to  which  the  BT  refers: 

“We  can  only  guess  why  an  organization 
that  cares  nothing  about  black  oppression 
would  get  involved  in  Mumia’s  case. 
What  we  do  know  is  that  the  BT — an 
organization  led  by  the  twisted  sociopath 
Bill  Logan,  who  was  expelled  from  our 
tendency  in  1979  for  crimes  'against 
communist  morality  and  its  substrate  ele- 
mentary human  decency' — has  always 
pursued  an  unnatural  and  hostile  obses- 
sion with  our  organization.  Insofar  as 
they  have  gotten  involved  in  Mumia’s 
case,  it  has  been  to  conciliate  the  refor- 
mists’ calls  for  a 'new  inal’  while  attack- 
ing the  PDC  and  SL  as  ‘sectarian’  as  we 
have  fought  to  reverse  the  demobilization 
of  Mumia’s  supporters.” 

While  the  BT  claims  this  is  malicious,  its 
silence  on  our  indictment  of  their  indif- 
ference to  black  oppression  and  their 
revolting  leader  Logan  is  enough  to  make 
our  case. 

Since  its  inception  in  the  early  1980s 
as  a clot  of  embittered  ex-members  of  our 
organization,  the  BT  has  been  defined 
by  its  sneering  contempt  for  the  fight 
for  black  freedom.  The  BT.  Tor  instance, 
generally  absented  itself  from  the  mass 
united-front  labor/black  mobilizations  to 
slop  fascist  terror,  which  were  built  by 
the  SL  and  PDC.  But  the  BT  did  spill  a lot 
of  ink  denouncing  us  for  abandoning 
trade-union  work  in  favor  of  “community 
continued  on  page  JO 
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The  Bolshevik  Press  and  the 
Fight  for  Workers  Revolution 

As  Workers  Vanguard  enters  its  annual  sub- 
scription drive,  we  print  below  excerpts  from 
an  article  by  V.  I.  Lenin  celebrating  the  tenth 
1 * anniversary  o/ Pravda.  the  Bolshevik  daily 

f newspaper  founded  in  April  J9I2  amidst  an 

upsurge  of  militant  class  struggle  in  tsarist 
w Russia.  The  article  was  written  in  1922.  as 

the  19  J 7 Bolshevik  Revolution  inspired,  in 
the  words  of  Lenin,  new  Chartists  (referring 
TROTSKY  lo  the  revolutionary  tradition  of  the  mid  19th- 
century  proletarian  movement  in  Britain),  new 
Varlins  ( Eugene  Varlin,  a socialist  leader  of  the  187!  Paris  Commune)  and  new  Liebknechts 
(Wilhelm  Liebknechi.  19th-century  Marxist  leader  of  the  German  socialist  movement). 

The  tenth  anniversary  of  a Bolshevik  daily  published  in  Russia....  Only  ten  years 
have  elapsed!  But  measured  in  terms  of  our  struggle  and  movement  they  are  equal  to  a 
hundred  years.  For  the  pace  of  social  development  in  the  past  five  years  has  been  posi- 
tively staggering  if  we  apply  the  old  yardstick  of  European  philistines  like  the  heroes  of 
the  Second  and  Two-and-a-Half  Internationals.  These  civilised  philistines  are  accus- 
tomed lo  regard  as  “natural”  a situation  in  which  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  (over 
a thousand  million,  to  be  exact)  in  the  colonies  and  in  semi-dependent  and  poor  coun- 
tries tolerate  the  treatment  meted  out  to  Indians  or  Chinese,  tolerate  incredible  exploi- 
tation. and  outright  depredation,  and  hunger,  and  violence,  and  humiliation,  all  in  order 
that  “civilised”  men  might  “freely,"  “democratically.”  according  to  “parliamentary  pro- 
cedure.” decide  whether  the  booty  should  be  divided  up  peacefully,  or  whether  ten  mil- 
lion or  so  must  be  done  to  death  in  thi.s  division  of  the  imperialist  booty,  yesterday 
between  Germany  and  Britain,  tomorrow  between  Japan  and  the  U.S. A.  (with  France 
and  Britain  participating  in  one  form  or  another).. .. 

At  this  most  difficult  moment  it  would  be  most  harmful  for  revolutionaries  to 
indulge  in  self-deception.  Though  Bolshevism  has  become  an  international  force, 
though  in  all  the  civilised  and  advanced  countries  new  Chartists,  new  Varlins.  new 
Liebknechts  have  been  bom,  and  are  growing  up  as  legal  (just  as  legal  as  our  Pravda 
was  under  the  tsars  ten  years  ago)  Communist  Parties,  nonetheless,  for  the  lime  being, 
the  international  bourgeoisie  still  remains  incomparably  stronger  thvi  its  class  enemy. 
This  bourgeoisie,  which  has  done  everything  in  its  power  to  hamper  the  birth  of  prole- 
tarian power  in  Russia  and  to  multiply  tenfold  the  dangers  and  suffering  attending  its 
birth,  is  still  in  a position  to  condemn  millions  and  tens  of  millions  to  torment  and 
death  through  Us  whiteguard  and  imperialist  wars.  etc.  That  is  something  we  must  not 
forget.  And  we  must  skilfully  adapt  our  tactics  to  this  specific  situation.  The  bour- 
geoisie is  still  able  freely  to  torment,  torture  and  kill.  But  it  cannot  halt  the  inevitable 
and — from  the  standpoint  of  world  history — not  far  distant  triumph  of  the  revolution- 
ary proletariat. 

— V.  I.  Lenin,  “On  the  Tenth  Anniversary  of  Pravda"  (May  1922) 
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Toronto  unitod-front  demonstration  to  free  Mumia  called  by  Partisan  Defense 
Committee.  April  19. 
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Young  Spartacus 


The  Vietnam  Antiwar  Movement  and 
the  National  Peace  Action  Coalition 


We  print  below,  slightly  ed- 
ited for  publication,  a cla.ss  on 
the  Vietnam  War-era  National 
Peace  Action  Coalition  (NPAC) 
given  by  comrade  T Marlow  at  a gather- 
ing of  youth  doing  work  in  our  center 
this  past  summer.  One  of  several  educa- 
tionals  given  there,  this  class  helped  to 
arm  our  young  comrades  to  combat  the 
pro-Democratic  Party  politics  pushed  by 
our  various  fake-socialist  opponents,  in- 
cluding in  preparation  for  the  National 
Assembly  to  End  the  Iraq  War  and  Occu- 
pation held  in  Cleveland  June  28-29.  The 
National  Assembly  models  itself  on  the 
class-collaborationist  NPAC.  and  aims  to 
revitalize  the  moribund  antiwar  move- 
ment (with  protests  in  December,  safely 
after  the  elections)  by  uniting  the  "anti- 
war majority"  on  the  politics  of  the  wing 
of  the  capitalist  class  that  wishes  to  cut  its 
losses  in  Iraq  and  withdraw  its  troops. 

On  the  National  Assembly's  coordinat- 
ing committee,  phony  socialist  groups  in- 
cluding the  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization and  Socialist  Alternative  rubbed 
shoulders  with  politicos  from  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  the  small-time  capitalist 
Green  Party.  We  noted  in  a July  1971 
polemic  against  NPAC  that  capitalist 
politicians  “come  to  these  conferences  as 
they  go  to  livestock  shows  and  state 
fairs — to  gamer  votes"  (“For  Class  Action 
Against  the  War,"  Spariacisi  supplement). 
At  this  summer’s  Cleveland  conference, 
one-time  NPAC  coordinator  Jerry  Gordon 
and  Socialist  Action's  Jeff  Mackler,  once 
on  NPAC’s  National  Committee,  policed 
the  conference,  attempting  to  bureau- 
cratically suppress  anything  that  might 
offend  their  Democratic  and  Green  Party 
bloc  partners.  The  League  for  the  Revolu- 
tionary Party  struggled  unsuccessfully  to 
find  some  way  to  make  the  conference 
seem  more  radical,  including  arguing  pas- 
sionately to  remove  the  dove  from  the 
National  Assembly  logo! 

Going  into  their  Cleveland  "antiwar" 
conference,  the  forces  behind  the  National 
Assembly  attempted  to  disappear  any 
mention  of  the  bloody  U.S.  occupation 
of  Afghanistan.  Although  ultimately  un- 
successful. the  attempt  was  made  be- 


Icon of  Sellouts  and  Renegades 


cause  the  Democratic  Party,  while  mak- 
ing various  oppositional  noises  about  the 
occupation  of  Iraq,  overwhelmingly  sup- 
ports the  occupation  of  Afghanistan.  Our 
comrade  denounced  this  to  scattered 
applause  and  stated,  "We  take  a side  and 
defend  Iraq...  and  the  peoples  of  Afghan- 
istan against  U.S.  imperialism  and  stand 
for  the  unconditional,  immediate  with- 
drawal of  U.S.  troops.”  Our  purpose  in 
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Young  Socialist 

SWP's  Fred  Halstead  calls  to  “support 
our  boys’’  during  Vietnam  War.  Hal- 
stead led  assault  on  protesters  at 
1971  NPAC  conference. 

intervening  was  to  win  youth  to  the 
understanding  that  war  cannot  be  ended 
short  of  ending  the  capitalist  system  that 
causes  it. 

The  National  Assembly's  model.  NPAC. 
repre.sented  the  right  wing  of  the  move- 
ment against  U.S.  imperialism’s  dirty, 
losing  war  in  Vietnam.  NPAC  was  the  cul- 
mination of  a series  of  popular-frontist 
blocs  the  once-Trotskyist  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  (SWP)  attempted  with  a wing  of 
the  same  capitalist  class  that  was  prose- 
cuting the  war.  The  first  major  test  of 
how  far  the  SWP  was  willing  to  go  in 
seeking  an  alliance  with  bourgeois  liber- 
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New  York  City  antiwar  march,  1965:  Spartacists  call  for  victory  for  the 
Vietnamese  Revolution  in  defiance  of  SWP  and  others’  attempted  censorship. 


als  came  during  the  preparations  of  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Peace  Parade  Committee  for 
the  October  1965  protest  against  the  Viet- 
nam War  in  New  York  City. 

The  Committee  for  a Sane  Nuclear 
Policy  (SANE),  one  of  nearly  40  organi- 
zations forming  the  Fifth  Avenue  Peace 
Parade  Committee,  threatened  to  with- 
draw unless  it  was  agreed  that  everyone 
at  the  parade  carry  only  the  slogan  "stop 
the  war  in  Vietnam  now"  and  that  the 
speakers  list  exclude  all  but  the  most 
moderate  viewpoints.  The  SWP  acted  as  a 
broker  for  SANE's  demands.  We  refused 
to  tolerate  this  political  censorship  and 
walked  out.  At  the  demonstration,  we  car- 
ried slogans  linking  the  1960s’  ghetto 
upheavals  against  racist  repression  with 
the  Vietnam  War,  among  others:  "Viet- 
nam. Watts,  it's  the  same  struggle!"; 
“Victory  for  the  Vietnamese  Revolution 
...No  negotiations!”  and  "Unconditional 
withdrawal  of  all  American  troops." 

The  SWP’s  betrayal  in  the  Fifth  Ave- 
nue Peace  Parade  set  the  stage  for  what 
was  to  come.  In  NPAC.  they  consoli- 
dated their  class-collaborationist  alliance 
against  those  more  left-wing  elements 
who  solidarized  with  the  social  revolu- 
tion in  Vietnam. 

• * * 

NPAC  is  what  this  class  is  about — first 
of  all.  what  was  it?  It  was  something 
called  the  National  Peace  Action  Coali- 
tion. and  it  came  out  of  a Cleveland-area 
group  of  similar  name  in  June  1970  at  a 
conference  at  Cuyahoga  Community  Col- 
lege. during  U.S.  imperialism’s  bloody 
war  in  Indochina  (Indochina  because  it 
wasn’t  just  Vietnam — Laos  and  Cambo- 
dia were  also  involved).  From  its  incep- 
tion. NPAC  was  devoted  to  building  mass 
mobilizations  centered  around  a single 
issue  of  peace. 

The  SWP  led  and  dominated  NPAC. 
The  July  1971  Spartacist  supplement 
[“For  Class  Action  Against  the  War"), 
which  is  in  the  first  bound  volume  of 
Sporiacist.  described  how  this  SWP- 
dominated  conference 

"...allcmpied  to  reassemble  from  the 
wreckage  of  various  Mobilizations.  Coa- 
litions. Committees.  Conferences,  Cau- 
cuses. Congresses,  Conventions  and  other 
concoctions  an  even  newer,  broader,  more 
indivisible  peace-group-to-end-all-peace- 
groups.  NPAC  IS  a Popular  Front  com- 
bining the  SWP  with  the  liberal  bourgeoi- 
sie and  Cold  Warrior  ‘socialists.’  through 
which  the  SWP  can  'lead'  masses  of  peo- 
ple and  rub  shoulders  with  Vance  Hartke 
and  Victor  Reuiher.  The  SWP  is  able  to 
'lead'  these  masses  through  the  oldest 
opportunist  sleight-of-hand  in  the  world 
— by  adopting  the  liberal  bourgeoisie's 
program!" 

Vance  Hartke  was  a U.S.  Senator  who 
was  a scheduled  speaker  at  the  NPAC 
conference  in  New  York  in  July  1971. 
Also  speaking  there  was  Victor  Reuther, 
brother  of  longtime  UAW  president 
Walter  Reuther.  and  himself  an  anti- 
communist fixture  in  the  labor  official- 
dom. This  was  essentially  NPAC’s  labor 
cover.  Walter  Reuther  was  a founding 
member  of  the  Cold  War  anti-Communist 
Americans  for  Democratic  Action — that 
gives  you  an  idea  of  how  far  he  was  to  the 
right.  Victor  Reuther  was  of  similar  ilk. 

At  this  1971  conference  in  New  York 
City,  our  comrades  attempted  to  put  for- 
ward a motion  to  exclude  ruling-class 


politicians  from  the  confer- 
ence. This  is  an  antiwar  con- 
ference— how  can  you  have 
representatives  of  the  ruling 
class  that’s  prosecuting  the  war?  When 
the  SWP  would  not  entertain  the  motion, 
together  with  supporters  of  Progressive 
Labor  and  SDS  [Students  for  a Demo- 
cratic Society),  our  comrades  heckled 
Hartke  during  his  speech.  We  chanted 
"labor  strikes  against  the  war"  when  Vic- 
tor Reuther  began  his  speech.  We  didn’t 
attempt  to  drive  them  off  the  stage  or 
anything  like  that.  In  response,  the  SWP 
went  ballistic  and  sent  their  goon  squad 
with  Fred  Halstead  in  charge,  literally, 
on  a vicious  as.sault  against  the  protest- 
ers. some  of  whom  were  beaten,  one  PLer 
reportedly  thrown  through  a glass  door. 
Assisting  the  SWP  thugs  were  the  min- 
ions of — guess  who — Tim  Wohiforth’s 
Workers  League  [now  the  Socialist  Equal- 
ity Party). 

The  SWP's  resort  to  physical  violence  in 
1971  was  somewhat  of  a new  step  in  their 
political  degeneration,  but  their  espousal 
of  outright  reformism  over  the  war  was 
nothing  new.  Class  collaboration  mas- 
querading under  the  classless  demand  for 
"peace."  which  the  SWP  had  fought  in  the 
1930s  and  1940s.  became  the  program  of 
the  SWP’s  Dobbs  leadership  in  the  1960s. 

It  certainly  wasn’t  from  ignorance  of 
the  Marxist  attitude  toward  pacifism.  A 
year  and  a half  after  Hitler  was  appoint- 
ed Chancellor  in  Germany.  Trotsky 
wrote  in  the  article  “War  and  the  Fourth 
International”; 

"As  an  independent  current,  petty- 
bourgeois  ’left’  pacifism  starts  from  the 
premise  that  it  is  possible  to  insure  peace 
by  some  particular,  special  mean.s.  outside 
of  the  class  struggle  of  the  proletariat, 
outside  of  the  socialist  revolution.  By 
articles  and  speeches,  the  pacifists  incul- 
cate ‘aversion  to  war.'  support  the  con- 
scientious objectors,  preach  boycott.... 
The  more  ‘revolutionary’  pacifists  are 
not  averse  even  lo  talking  at  times  of 
insurrection  against  war.’’ 

But  this  is  all  for  show — they  don’t  intend 
it  seriously.  The  Stalinists  in  the  1930s 
were  leading  a significant  layer  of  mili- 
tant workers  in  the  United  States  back  to 
the  Democratic  Party  under  the  rubric 
first  of  “peace"  and  then  of  a middle- 
class,  democratic  "struggle  against  fas- 
cism." When  it  was  a revolutionary  organ- 
ization. the  SWP  pounded  on  the  criminal 
betrayals  of  the  Peoples’  Fronts.  There  is 
conlirwed  on  page  7 
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Left:  May  5 protest  against  rising  food  prices  and  inflation  In  Mogadishu,  Somalia.  Right:  Up  to  100,000  people  protested  in  Mexico  City  against  huge  increase 
in  tortilla  prices,  31  January  2007. 


Behind  the  Hunger  Crisis:  Capitaiist  Profits 


Imperialism  Starves 


Pan  One  of  this  article,  which  we 
conclude  below,  appeared  in  WV 
No.  919,  29  August. 

The  U.S.  achieved  its  dominance 
as  the  world’s  premier  exporter  of 
grains  and  other  foodstuffs  in  the 
post- World  War  II  period  through  a 
policy  of  massive  government  assis- 
tance to  U.S.  agriculture  and  forc- 
ing world  grain  prices  down  in  order 
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to  drive  out  the  competition.  Grain 
prices  on  the  world  market  were  kept 
low  by  dumping  U.S.  grain  at  artifi- 
cially low  prices  and  by  massive  food 
aid  (through  the  so-called  “Food  for 
Peace”  program).  In  the  late  1950s 
and  early  1960s.  U.S.  aid  accounted 
for  more  than  a third  of  the  world 
wheat  trade. 

The  result  was  a fundamental  shift 
in  the  world  food  trade.  Before  World 
War  II.  Europe  was  the  only  conti- 
nent that  was  a net  importer  of  food. 
Most  territories  in  Europe's  colo- 
nial empires  produced  almost  all  the 
foodstuffs  they  consumed,  little  as  it 
was.  By  the  1960s.  this  situation  had 
been  fundamentally  altered  as  the 
newly  independent  semicolonies  of 
Asia  and  Africa  as  well  as  much  of 
Latin  America  became  dependent  on 
imports  for  their  food.  By  1978, 
Third  World  countries  bought  more 
than  three-quarters  of  U.S.  wheat 
exports. 

At  bottom.  U.S.  policy  was  a continu- 
ation and  intensification  of  that  followed 
previously  by  the  colonial  powers,  which 
sought  to  eliminate  subsistence  farming 
in  favor  of  cash  crops  for  the  market. 
Only  in  this  way  could  the  labor  of  the 
colonial  subjects  be  transformed  into 
profit  to  fill  the  colonialists’  coffers.  The 
colonial  powers  seized  vast  tracts  of  land 
and  turned  them  into  plantations.  Peas- 
ants who  retained  their  land  were  con- 
strained to  stop  producing  food  for  their 
own  consumption  by  such  measures  as 
taxation  (which  required  cash  crop  pro- 
duction in  order  to  have  money  to  pay  the 
lax),  stark  coercion  and  even  subsidizing 
food  imports.  By  imposing  cash  crops, 
often  to  the  exclusion  of  staple  foods, 
colonialism  sowed  the  seeds  of  famine. 


To  be  sure,  precolonial  societies  in 
Asia  and  Africa  based  on  rudimentary 
subsistence  agriculture  also  suffered  peri- 
odic famines  and  mass  starvation  result- 
ing from  drought  and  other  natural  disas- 
ters. But  in  the  capitalist-imperialist  era. 
starvation  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  man- 
made to  bolster  the  profits  of  the  masters 
of  Wall  Street,  the  City  of  London  and  the 
banks  of  Frankfurt  and  Tokyo. 

Many  semicolonial  countries  are  caught 
in  the  blind  alley,  inherited  from  colonial- 
ism. of  concentrating  their  agriculture  on 
tropical  cash  crops  for  sale  on  the  world 
market.  The  market  for  tropical  com- 
modities is  characterized  by  chronic  over- 
supply. Many  suppliers  compete  with  each 
other  while  a few  giant  trading  compa- 
nies centered  in  the  U.S..  West  Europe 


and  Japan,  often  having  a near-monopoly, 
drive  down  world  prices  by  playing  sup- 
pliers off  against  each  other.  Until  the 
record  price  boom  of  the  past  few  years, 
prices  for  tropical  exports  fell  steadily 
because  of  the  imperialist  stranglehold  on 
the  world  market.  Chronically  obliged  to 
borrow  to  finance  food  and  other  imports, 
.semicolonial  countries  are  forced  by  the 
imperialists  and  their  agents  in  the  Inter- 
national Monetary  Fund  and  World  Bank 
to  increasingly  concentrate  on  cash  crops 
to  “export"  themselves  out  of  the  debt 
crisis — simply  pushing  them  further  into 
the  red- 

When  the  heroic  struggle  of  the  Viet- 
namese workers  and  peasants  knocked 
the  U.S.  from  its  position  of  hegemonic 
imperialist  power — a decline  that  included 


the  devaluation  of  the  dollar  in 
August  1971 — agriculture  was  slated 
to  play  a key  role  in  shoring  up  the 
declining  U.S.  economy.  In  1972. 
U.S.  leaders  engineered  a world 
“food  crisis”  which  drove  food  prices 
to  then-unprecedented  levels  by  tak- 
ing over  50  million  acres  out  of 
production  and  cutting  U.S.  grain 
reserves.  Despite  famines  in  Africa 
and  Bangladesh  in  1974.  the  U.S. 
cut  food  aid  to  one-third  its  1972 
level.  As  a result  of  Washington’s 
drive  to  slash  food  aid  and  boost 
agricultural  export  earnings,  by  1980 
U.S.  exports  of  grains  and  feeds  had 
jumped  to  eight  times  the  1970  level. 
Today,  after  years  of  deindustrializa- 
tion. the  importance  of  agriculture  to 
the  U.S.  economy  can  be  seen  in  the 
fact  that,  while  exports  in  the  first 
half  of  this  year  increased  over  7 per- 
cent (helped  by  the  declining  dollar), 
commodities  accounted  for  41  per- 
cent of  the  increase  while  manu- 
factured products  accounted  for  just 
12  percent. 

In  addition  to  seeking  profits,  the 
U.S.  imperialists  used  their  power  to 
drive  poor  countries  into  starvation 
as  a way  of  furthering  Washington’s 
anti-Soviet  Cold  War.  President  Lyn- 
don Johnson  repeatedly  interrupted 
food  aid  to  India,  as  it  was  suffering 
from  the  terrible  famine  of  1965-66. 
in  retaliation  for  criticisms  of  the 
U.S.  war  in  Vietnam.  In  1974.  as  a 
million  people  in  Bangladesh  per- 
ished in  a famine,  the  U.S.  cut  off  food 
aid  because  Bangladesh  sold  jute 
to  Cuba.  In  1982,  when  famine  struck 
Ethiopia,  the  U.S.  held  up  relief  assis- 
tance because  Ethiopia  was  a Soviet  ally. 
The  cutthroats  in  Washington  have  turned 
death  by  starvation  into  a routine  instru- 
ment of  foreign  policy. 

The  "Green  Revolution” 
and  Its  Effects 

The  development  of  world  food  produc- 
tion ha.s  been  prodigious,  outstripping  pop- 
ulation growth  since  the  1960.s  a.s  a result 
of  the  "Green  Revolution"  in  agricultural 
technology.  Yet  under  capitalism  even  such 
gains  have  translated  into  increased  hunger 
and  misery.  They  have  also  transl..  vl  into 
vast  profits  for  agribusiness  giants  who  can 
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George  McGovern,  director  of  “Food  for  Peace"  program  during  Kennedy 
administration,  outside  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1961.  U.S.  achieved  dominance  as 
world’s  premier  exporter  of  grains  and  other  foodstuffs  through  government 
farm  subsidies  and  by  forcing  grain  prices  down  to  drive  out  competition, 
Including  through  food  aid  programs  like  “Food  for  Peace.” 


patent  hybrid  strains  of  food  crops  and 
monopolize  the  seed  market. 

The  “Green  Revolution"  was  launched 
in  1943  in  Sonora.  Mexico,  where  Nor- 
man Borlaug  (who  received  the  1970 
Nobel  Peace  Prize),  with  the  backing  of 
the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  used  genetic 
selection  to  develop  “miracle"  strains. 
Since  they  were  introduced  in  the  mid 
1960s,  hybrid  strains  of  wheat,  rice  and 
com  have  provided  spectacularly  increased 
yields.  India  went  in  five  years  from 
severe  famine  to  being  self-sufficient  in 
grains.  Indonesia,  which  had  been  the 
world's  largest  rice  importer,  became  self- 
sufficient  in  two  years.  The  new  hybrid 
strains  were  touted  as  solving  the  prob- 
lem of  world  hunger. 

In  fact,  the  hunger  of  the  world’s  poor 
has  increased  as  a result  of  the  “Green 
Revolution."  Hybrid  strains  will  grow 
only  if  they  have  irrigation,  fertilizer  and 
insecticides  which  require  enormous  cap- 
ital outlays.  Only  the  largest  landowners 
can  profit  from  the  new  technology,  and 
small  peasants,  unable  to  compete,  are 
driven  from  their  land.  (Indeed,  part  of 
the  impulse  behind  investing  in  the 
“Green  Revolution"  in  the  early  1940s 
was  a ruling-class  backlash  against  the 
policies  of  the  previous  Mexican  presi- 
dent, the  bourgeois  populist  LAzaro  Car- 
denas. In  order  to  head  off  social  up- 
heavals in  the  turbulent  period  of  the 
1930s,  he  had  distributed  substantial 
tracts  of  land  to  the  rural  population — in 
addition  to  nationalizing  the  Rockefeller 
Standard  Oil  subsidiary.) 

Moreover,  the  “Green  Revolution”  has 
not  been  self-sustaining.  Over  time,  the 
hybrid  strains  developed  and  introduced 
in  the  mid-late  1960s  and  ’70s  have 
become  increasingly  susceptible  to  plant 
diseases  and  crop-killing  pests.  For  exam- 
ple. when  the  rice  variety  IRS  was  intro- 
duced in  1966,  it  produced  almost  ten 
tons  per  hectare  (2.5  acres);  now  it 
yields  barely  seven  {Economist.  19  April). 
Throughout  the  Third  World,  yields  not 
only  of  rice  but  also  of  wheat  and  maize 
have  fallen  steadily  in  recent  decades. 
Moreover,  commercial  agriculture  now 
depends  on  a limited  number  of  plant 
varieties;  the  lack  of  genetic  diversity  of 
the  seed  slock  means  that  one  pest  or  dis- 
ease could  quickly  wipe  out  a significant 
portion  of  world  production. 

India,  the  country  in  which  “Green 
Revolution”  technology  has  been  applied 
on  the  widest  scale,  is  often  cited  as  the 
archetype  of  its  “spectacular  success.” 
That  “success"  drove  so  many  poor  peas- 
ants from  their  land  that,  over  the  past 
two  decades,  the  country’s  urban  slum 
population  has  more  than  doubled  and 
now  exceeds  the  entire  population  of 
Britain.  By.  one  estimate,  some  150,000 
poor  peasants,  driven  to  desperation  by 
poverty  and  crushing  debt,  have  commit- 
ted suicide.  Poverty  is  so  entrenched  that 
almost  46  percent  of  India’s  children 
under  the  age  of  three  suffer  from  malnu- 


trition— a higher  rate  than  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa  (London  Times  online,  22  Febru- 
ary 2007). 

Peasant  Agriculture 
in  the  Chinese  Deformed 
Workers  State 

An  explanation  for  rising  world  food 
prices  put  forward  by  U.S.  agribusiness 
corporations,  the  Bush  administration  and 
others  is  that  a raised  standard  of  living  in 
India  and  China  has  led  to  increased  meat 
consumption,  in  turn  boosting  the  de- 
mand for  cereals  to  be  used  as  animal 
feed.  The  defense  minister  of  India,  where 
per  capita  meat  consumption  is  one  twenty- 
fourth  that  in  the  U.S.,  aptly  called  Pres- 
ident Bush's  “explanation”  of  high  food 
prices  a “cruel  joke.”  In  China,  it  is  true 
that  per  capita  meat  consumption  has 
increased  prodigiously — it  is  now  ten  times 
that  of  India — but  as  the  Economist  (6 
December  2007)  pointed  out:  “Because 
this  change  in  diet  has  been  slow  and 
incremental,  it  cannot  explain  the  dra- 
matic price  movements  of  the  past  year." 

In  fact,  China  and  India  are  two  funda- 
mentally different  kinds  of  stales  and 
societies,  a fact  highlighted  by  the  current 
food  crisis.  India,  a capitalist  regional 
power  that  is  nonetheless  dominated  by 
imperialism,  exports  foodstuffs  such  as 
rice  and  wheat  for  profit  on  the  world 
market.  Meanwhile,  according  to  UN  esti- 
mates. India  has  more  hungry  people  than 
any  other  country  in  the  world. 

The  People’s  Republic  of  China  is  a 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state 
and  has  been  since  the  1 949  Chinese  Rev- 
olution overthrew  capitalist/landlord  rule 
and  ripped  the  world’s  most  populous 
country  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  imperi- 
alist powers  that  had  long  held  China  in 
their  grip.  Despite  the  bureaucratic  para- 
sitism and  mismanagement  by  the  Sta- 
linist Chinese  Communist  Party  (CCP), 
the  collectivization  of  the  economy  has 


resulted  in  enormous  social  gains  for 
workers,  peasants  and  women — not  least 
an  end  to  centuries  of  chronic  starvation 
in  the  countryside. 

Smashing  the  Chinese  workers  state  is 
a strategic  goal  for  the  capitalist  powers, 
particularly  the  American  and  Japanese 
imperialists,  who  seek  to  turn  China  into 
a vast  sphere  of  untrammeled  exploitation 
and  super-profits.  To  that  end.  they  are 
increasing  the  military  pressure  on  China 
while  pursuing  a policy  of  internal  eco- 
nomic and  political  subversion,  including 
promoting  counterrevolutionary  provoca- 


tions. as  in  Tibet  in  the  name  of  “human 
rights.” 

The  economic  slowdown  in  the  U.S. 
has  been  accompanied  by  increasing 
calls  for  chauvinist  protectionism  that 
are  pushed  by  both  Democratic  politi- 
cians and  the  trade-union  bureaucracy. 
Protectionism  is  deadly  poison  for  work- 
ers in  the  U.S.,  not  least  because  it  is 
based  on  the  lie  that  their  enemies  are 
the  workers  of  other  countries,  while 
serving  to  conceal  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
capitalists  and  their  system  that  are 
responsible  for  the  destitution  of  the 
working  class.  During  the  Cold  War  era. 
the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  was  among 
the  most  rabid  supporters  of  American 
imperialism  against  the  Soviet  Union. 
Today,  these  labor  misleaders  are  direct- 
ing their  virulent  hostility  toward  the 
People's  Republic  of  China  in  the  name 
of  “workers'  rights.” 

As  Trotskyists  (i.e..  genuine  Marxists), 
we  stand  for  the  unconditional  military 
defense  of  China  against  imperialist 
attack  and  internal  counterrevolution,  just 
as  we  stand  for  the  military  defense  of  the 
other  remaining  deformed  workers  states 
— Cuba.  North  Korea  and  Vietnam — 
including  their  need  to  develop  and  pos- 
sess nuclear  weapons.  Defense  of  the 
Chinese  workers  slate  is  undermined  by 
the  rule  of  the  nationalist  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy whose  policies  are  encapsulated 
in  the  anti-Marxist  dogma  of  “building 
socialism  in  one  country"  and  “peaceful 
coexistence"  with  world  imperialism.  We 
call  for  a proletarian  political  revolution 
to  oust  the  venal  and  oppressive  CCP 
regime  and  replace  it  with  a government 
based  on  democratically  elected  workers 


and  peasants  councils,  a government  com- 
mitted to  the  program  and  perspective  of 
international  proletarian  revolution. 

•Following  the  death  of  Mao  in  1 976.  the 
regime  of  his  successor,  Deng  Xiaoping, 
introduced  a series  of  market-oriented 
policies  in  the  name  of  modernizing  the 
economy.  One  of  the  first  economic 
"reforms”  was  the  decolleclivization  of 
agriculture  and  its  replacement  by  the  so- 
called  "household  responsibility  system." 
family  farms  based  on  long-term  leases 
(currently  30  years).  Land,  however,  was 
not  reprivatized  and  restrictions  were 
imposed  on  the  transfer  of  leaseholds. 

Some  700  million  of  China’s  1.3  bil- 
lion people  are  still  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture, working  small  plots  90  percent  of 
which  are  less  than  one  hectare.  Produc- 
tion techniques  remain  extremely  labor- 
intensive,  while  China  also  uses  three 
times  as  much  chemical  fertilizer  per  unit 
of  land  as  does  American  agriculture 
(Paul  Roberts.  The  End  of  Food  (2008]). 
By  international  standards.  China’s  crop- 
ping intensity  is  among  the  highest  in  the 
world.  In  southern  China,  two  or  even 
three  crops  are  produced  on  the  same 
piece  of  land  within  a year.  To  achieve 
this.  China  has  developed  varieties  with 
a shorter  period  of  growth.  Through  such 
means  China  has  to  dale  maintained 
effective  self-sufficiency  (over  90  per- 
cent) in  basic  food  grains — wheat,  rice, 
maize. 

However,  in  recent  years  China  has 
experienced  a steady  decline  in  the  arable 
land  while  the  average  size  of  a farm 
becomes  ever  smaller.  Two  years  ago  Bei- 


jing government  officials  warned  that  the 
country  was  fast  approaching  the  “red 
line”  of  120  million  hectares,  the  mini- 
^ mum  amount  of  land  necessary  for  “grain 
security”  {Economist.  19  April).  A major 
reason  for  this  shrinkage  of  farm  land  has 
been  the  illegal  seizure  of  peasant  lease- 
holds by  local  CCP  officials  who  then 
turn  the  land  over  to  industrial  or  com- 
mercial enterprises.  Such  illegal  seizures 
and  other  bureaucratic  abuses  have  pro- 
voked widespread  unrest  in  China’s  coun- 
tryside. at  times  igniting  pitched  battles 
between  rural  toilers  and  the  police.  We 
defend  peasant  families  against  the 
seizure  of  their  farms  and  demand  full 
compensation  by  the  government  for  their 
loss  of  livelihood. 

Nonetheless,  social  and  economic 
modernization  requires  that  China  move 
from  peasant  smallholding  to  large-scale 
mechanized  farming.  The  question  is  how. 
A government  based  on  workers  and 
peasants  councils  would  not  only  prohibit 
or  restrict  the  hiring  of  labor  and  leasing 
of  additional  land  by  rich  farmers  but 
would  also  promote  the  voluntary  recol- 
lectivizaiion  of  agriculture.  This  does  not 
mean  reverting  to  the  rural  communes  of 
the  Mao  era,  which  were  basically  an 
aggregate  of  backward  peasant  holdings. 
For  the  mass  of  Chinese  peasants  to  give 
up  their  own  holdings  in  favor  of  col- 
lective farms,  they  must  be  convinced 
that  this  will  resuit  in  a higher  standard  of 
living  for  themselves  and  their  families. 
Thus  a government  based  on  workers  and 
peasant  councils  would  offer,  among  other 
incentives,  reduced  taxes  and  cheaper 
credits  to  peasants  who  joined  collectives. 

continued  on  page  6 
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Hunger  Crisis... 

(cotuinued  from  pane  5) 

A rational  collectivization  and  modern- 
ization of  Chinese  agriculture  would  sig- 
nify a profound  transformation  of  the 
society.  The  introduction  of  modem  tech- 
nology and  the  whole  complex  of  scien- 
tific farming  into  the  Chinese  country- 
side would  require  a qualitatively  higher 
industrial  base  than  now  exists.  This  is  a 
vital  necessity  in  order  to  overcome  the 
fact  that  with  21  percent  of  the  world's 
population.  China  has  only  9 percent  of 
the  arable  land  (and  an  even  smaller  share 
of  the  world’s  fresh-water  resources). 

In  turn,  an  increase  in  agricultural  pro- 
ductivity would  raise  the  need  for  a huge 
expansion  of  indu.strial  jobs  in  urban  areas 
to  absorb  the  vast  surplus  of  labor  no 
longer  needed  in  the  countryside.  Clearly, 
this  would  involve  a lengthy  process,  par- 
ticularly given  the  limited  size  and  rela- 
tively low  level  of  productivity  of  China’s 
industrial  base.  Both  the  tempo  and.  in  the 
final  analysis,  the  very  realizability  of  this 
perspective  hinge  on  the  aid  that  China 
would  receive  from  a socialist  Japan  or 
a socialist  America,  underlining  the  need 
for  international  proletarian  revolution. 
This  perspective  is  counterposed  to  that  of 
the  nationalist  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  from 
Mao  to  the  current  Chinese  leaders. 

Agriculture  and  the  Imperialist 
Offensive  Against  China 

Agriculture  has  in  recent  years  been 
an  arena  of  conflict  between  American 
imperialism  and  the  People's  Republic  of 
China.  In  the  negotiations  leading  up  to 
China’s  joining  the  World  Trade  Organi- 
zation (WTO)  in  December  2001.  the 
Beijing  regime  effectively  resisted  pres- 
sure from  Washington  to  open  its  domes- 
tic food  supply  to  a flood  of  cheap 
imports  from  heavily  subsidized,  highly 
mechanized  agribusiness  in  the  U.S.  and 
other  advanced  capitalist  countries. 

The  WTO  agreement  allowed  China  to 
protect  its  agriculture  through  a system 
known  as  tariff  rate  quotas  {OECD 
Review  of  Agricultural  Policies:  China 
(2005)).  As  long  as  the  total  quantity 
remains  below  a certain  limit  (referred  to 
as  a “quota"),  imports  of  basic  food  grains 
— wheat,  maize  and  rice — were  subject  to 
a nominal  tariff  of  1 percent.  For  imports 
above  that  level  the  tariff  became  quite 
steep  (65  percent).  The  quota  limit  for 
imports  at  world  market  prices  was  and 
remains  low  relative  to  China's  domestic 
grain  production  (less  than  10  percent). 

Since  then,  the  American  and  European 
imperialists  have  sought  to  break  down 
the  barriers  protecting  China's  agriculture 
mainly  through  the  Doha  round  of  trade 
talks  launched  in  Doha.  Qatar,  under  the- 
auspices  of  the  WTO.  More  generally, 
these  negotiations  were  an  effort  by  the 
Western  capitalist  powers  to  use  food  as 
a weapon  in  gaining  even  greater  control 
over  the  semicolonial  world.  The  U.S./ 
European  Union  bloc  attempted  to  shackle 
efforts  by  “developing  nations"  to  use  tar- 
iffs and  other  trade  policies  to  protect 
their  own  agriculture,  rather  than  increas- 
ing their  dependency  on  food  imports 


from  heavily  subsidized  U.S.  and  Euro- 
pean agribusiness. 

Fearing  the  massive  unrest  that  has 
already  erupted  from  soaring  food  prices. 
Third  World  governments  pleaded  with 
the  Western  imperialists  to  reduce  such 
government  subsidies,  a measure  the  U.S. 
categorically  rejected.  The  talks  col- 
lapsed in  late  July  when  China,  supported 
by  India,  refused  to  submit  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  U.S./EU  bloc  to  cripple 
defensive  Third  World  tariffs.  Lu  Xian- 
kun.  a spokesman  for  Beijing's  WTO 
mission,  defended  his  country's  efforts  to 
shield  cotton,  sugar  and  rice  from  West- 
ern capitalist  agribusiness  by  pointing  to 


the  hundreds  of  millions  of  farmers  in 
China  earning  around  $2  a day  {New  York 
Times.  29  July). 

As  a result  of  the  breakdown  in  the 
WTO  talks,  many  bourgeois  commenta- 
tors have  raised  the  spectre  of  increased 
interimperialist  economic  conflict.  Amer- 
ican and  European  capitalists  are  now 
more  likely  to  compete  for  separate  trade 
agreements  with  dependent  Third  World 
countries  at  one  another's  expense.  Eco- 
nomic analysts  commented  that  the  col- 
lapse of  the  WTO  talks  "could  symboli.se 
an  end  to  multilateral  trade  agreements” 
(BBC  News  online.  29  July). 

We  opposed  China's  entry  into  the 
WTO  because  it  undercut  the  state 
monopoly  of  foreign  trade.  It  potentially 
opens  the  Chinese  economy  to  greater 
imperialist  penetration  and  pressures.  We 
wrote;  “The  actual  economic  effects  of 
entry  will  be  determined  by  the  struggle 
of  the  Chinese  working  class  and  rural 
toilers  against  the  privations  caused  by 
the  market  reforms’  instituted  by  the  rul- 
ing Stalinist  bureaucracy”  (“Workers  Pro- 
tests Shake  China.”  WV  No.  782.  31  May 
2002).  By  the  same  token,  fear  of  the  grow- 
ing unrest  in  the  countryside  is  a major 
factor  explaining  the  Chinese  bureauc- 
racy’s resistance  to  making  concession.s 
during  the  Doha  round  of  trade  talks. 

Toward  a World  Without  Hunger 

It  has  become  commonplace  among 
leftists,  including  professed  Marxists,  to 
praise  peasant-based,  petty-bourgeois  radi- 
cals like  the  Mexican  Zapatistas  and  also 
bourgeois-nationalist  regimes  like  that  of 
Hugo  Chavez  in  Venezuela  for  propping 
up  small-scale  farming.  Along  similar 


lines,  the  South  African  government  of 
the  African  National  Congress.  South 
African  Communist  Party  and  COSATU 
trade-union  federation  has  been  calling 
for  more  emphasis  to  be  placed  on  small 
farms,  proclaiming  that  the  use  of  every 
inch  of  possible  farm  land  could  solve  the 
problem  of  hunger.  Such  pronouncements 
come  in  the  context  of  the  regime's  much 
vaunted,  and  quite  stillborn,  “land  reform" 
program  by  which  30  percent  of  the  white- 
owned  farmland,  concentrated  in  large- 
scale  commercial  farms,  is  supposed  to  pa.ss 
into  the  hands  of  black  .smallholders.  It  is 
truly  grotesque  to  place  the  burden  of  over- 
coming hunger,  caused  by  the  capitalists' 


manipulations  of  the  market  for  food,  on 
capital-starved  black  small  farmers. 

The  idealization  of  small-scale  peasant 
farming  by  many  self-styled  leftists  is  a 
reactionary  utopia.  World  hunger  can  be 
eradicated  only  through  large-scale  farm- 
ing. utilizing  the  most  advanced  indus- 
trial technology  and  .scientific  research, 
and  ba,sed  on  an  internationally  planned 
socialist  economy. 

The  qualitative  superiority  of  socialist 
economic  planning  over  capitalist  anar- 
chy was  proven  in  practice  by  the  histor- 
ical experience  of  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
Russian  Revolution  demonstrated  the 
ability  of  the  proletariat  to  seize  the  reins 
of  state  power  and  construct  a modem 
industrial  society  in  which  workers  have 
access  to  medicine,  science,  education 
and  culture.  To  deny  the  historic  gains  of 
the  Russian  Revolution,  social  democrats, 
anarchists  and  liberals  point  to  the  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy,  which  in  fact  grew  out  of 
the  isolation  of  the  Russian  Revolution  in 
a single,  economically  backward  country. 
Even  given  the  tremendous  bureaucratic 
distortions  due  to  the  parasitic  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  the  Soviet  Union  was  able  to 
construct  an  advanced  industrial  econ- 
omy almost  from  the  ground  up, 

The  destruction  of  the  USSR  in  1991- 
92  through  capitalist  counterrevolution, 
prepared  by  decades  of  Stalinist  misrule 
and  lies  as  well  as  imperialist  pressure,  led 
to  a catastrophic  social  and  economic  col- 
lapse in  Russia.  Ukraine  and  other  former 
Soviet  republics  unprecedented  in  the  his- 
tory of  any  other  modem  industrial  soci- 
ety except  in  wartime.  A striking  index  of 
the  resulting  social  pathology  has  been  the 
sharp  decline  in  life  expectancy. 


Marxists  understand  that  the  qualita- 
tively higher  level  of  industrial  produc- 
tivity of  socialist  society  compared  to 
capitalism  will  lay  the  basis  for  over- 
coming the  division  between  manual  and 
intellectual  labor,  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial labor.  As  we  wrote: 

'The  development  of  communism  will 
be  accompanied  by  a corollary  down- 
ward drift  in  the  present  population 
hypertrophy.  Evidence  of  this  can  already 
be  seen  under  capitalism  in  the  industri- 
ally advanced  countries  of  the  world — 
e.g..  Japan.  North  America  and  Western 
Europe — where  economic  and  techno- 
logical advancement  has  effected,  not 
through  fiat,  a substantial  reduction  in 
the  birthrate.  Under  communism,  both 
the  division  between  town  and  countr>- 
and  economic  dependence  on  the  family 
will  virtually  disappear.  No  longer  will 
poor  peasants  or  agricultural  workers  be 
compelled  to  have  more  children  in  order 
to  ensure  enough  manpower  to  work  the 
land  Human  beings  will  have  fur  greater 
mastery  over  both  their  natural  and  social 
environments. 

' Additionally,  communist  society  will  he 
based  on  a thoroughly  different  set  of 
social  values  from  those  that  exist  today. 
The  liberation  of  women  from  patriar- 
chal domination  will  mean  complete  and 
unhindered  access  to  birth  control  and 
contraception.  Communism  will  elevate 
the  standard  of  life  for  everyone  to  the 
highest  possible  level.  By  eliminating 
scarcity,  poverty  and  want,  communism 
will  also  eliminate  the  greatest  dnving 
force  for  the  prevalence  of  religion  and 
superstition — and  the  attendant  back- 
wardnevs.  which  defines  the  role  of  women 
as  the  producers  of  the  next  generation 
of  working  masses  to  be  exploited.  A 
prolonged,  mild  population  shrinkage 
based  on  increasing  material  abundance 
and  progressive  social  ideals  will  go  a 
long  way  toward  ensunng  that  there  are 
enough  resources  to  guarantee  the  well- 
being of  all." 

— “In  Defense  of  Science  and 
Technology:  An  Exchange  on 
Eco-Radicais  and  HIV 
Dcnialists.”  tWNo.  843. 

4 March  2005 

The  basic  goal  of  Marxist  socialism  is. 
by  destroying  class  society  and  eliminat- 
ing want,  to  lay  the  material  basis  for  lib- 
erating (he  creative  powers  of  humanity, 
which  have  been  shackled  by  the  capital- 
i.si  system  and  earlier  forms  of  cla.ss- 
divided  society.  Marxists  regard  the  devel- 
opment of  the  productivity  of  human 
labor  power  as  the  prime  mover  of  social 
evolution  and  the  underpinning  of  histor- 
ical progress.  We  look  to  a qualitative 
increase  in  the  application  of  known  sci- 
ence and  the  development  of  new  tech- 
nology. Ultimately  this  will  liberate  the 
productive  capacities  of  mankind,  elimi- 
nating economic  scarcity — while  laying 
the  basis  for  the  disappearance  of  classes 
and  for  the  withering  away  of  the  state. 
As  Marxist  historian  Isaac  Deutscher 
remarked  in  his  1966  speech.  "On  Social- 
ist Man"; 

“We  do  not  maintain  that  socialism  is 
going  to  solve  all  predicaments  of  the 
human  race.  We  are  struggling  in  the  first 
instance  with  the  predicaments  that  are  of 
man's  making  and  that  man  can  resolve 
May  I remind  you  that  Trotsky,  for 
instance,  speaks  of  three  basic  trage- 
dies— hunger,  sex  and  death — besetting 
man.  Hunger  is  the  enemy  that  Marxism 
and  the  modern  labour  movement  have 
taken  on.,..  Yes.  socialist  man  will  still  be 
pursued  by  sex  and  death;  but  we  are  con- 
vinced that  he  will  be  better  equipped 
than  we  are  to  cope  even  with  these."! 


Reuters 


Cash  crop  farming  such  as  cocoa  farming  in  Indonesia  eliminates  land  that 
could  be  used  for  food  staples. 
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Antiwar... 

(continued from  page  3) 

a famous  pamphlet  by  James  Burnham, 
then  a Trotskyist,  called  The  Peoples' 
Front:  The  New  Betrayal  (1937). 

Of  course  the  differences  are  great  in 
scale.  In  the  1 930s  the  Communist  parties, 
even  in  the  U.S..  actually  had  something 
of  a working-class  base  to  sell  out.  and 
internationally  they  had  revolutions  they 
could  sell  out.  like  in  Spain.  In  the  1960s. 
the  bourgeoisie  didn't  exactly  need  the 
SWP  to  control  the  unions — they  had  the 
AFL-CIO  and  the  Democratic  Party  for 
that.  But  the  SWP  could  still  do  service  to 
the  bourgeoisie  by  diverting  radical- 
minded  youth  back  into  the  fold  of  coali- 
tion politics,  and  keeping  what  passed  for 
the  organized  antiwar  movement  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  revolutionary  Marxists. 

Reformism  Exposed 

You  know  the  contributions  of  the  late 
comrade  Dick  Fraser  on  the  black  question 
[see  “In  Memoriam — Richard  S.  Fraser." 
Prometheus  Research  Series  No.  3, 
August  1990].  You  may  not  know  that  he 
was  also  an  opponent  of  the  Dobbs-Kerry 
leadership  in  the  SWP  in  the  1960s,  He 
opposed  their  ciass-collaborationi.st  politics 
as  early  as  1965.  And  in  fact,  if  you  look 


also  emerged  as  the  only  tendency  pres- 
ent able  lo  Ignore  and  snub  the  civil 
rights  movement.’’ 

As  Fraser  noted,  there  were  two  funda- 
mental problems  with  the  SWP’s  course. 
First  was  the  reformist  notion  that  an 
imperialist  government  will  cease  to 
operate  militarily  simply  due  to  mass 
pressure.  He  says; 

“The  PC.. .has  the  totally  false  impres- 
sion that  the  capitalist  class  has  no  fun- 
damental stake  in  this  war.  and  would 
pull  out  of  It  in  response  to  a little  more 
pressure.  . 

"The  Militant  (SWP  weekly  paper]  says, 
'Bring  the  Gls  Home.'  But  this  only 
raises  another  question — how?  The  party 
and  youth  line  is  that  an  enlarged  peace 
movement  can  do  it  by  nationally  directed 
pressure  and  agitation. 

"In  reality,  a more  tangible  and  quicker 
pos.sibility  for  the  withdrawal  of  U.S. 
armed  forces  from  Vietnam  could  be 
accomplished  if  the  National  Liberation 
Front  can  drive  them  into  the  China  Sea.“ 
Needless  to  say.  the  bourgeois  liberals 
such  a,s  Hartke  and  the  labor  Cold  Warri- 
or.s  like  Reuther  would  never  stomach  any 
hint  of  support  for  the  Vietnamese  side  in 
the  war.  The  SL  called  for  the  military 
victory  of  the  National  Liberation  Front 
[NLF]  and  Viet  Cong  and  carried  the 
banner  “All  Indochina  Must  Go  Com- 
munist!" at  antiwar  protests  from  1970 
onward.  Then  as  now,  the  reformist 
organizers  of  the  “official”  protests  sought 


Against  NPAC  Pop  Fronts: 


FOR  CLASS  ACTION 
AGAINST  THE  WAR 


1971  NPAC  conference: 
Labor  bureaucrat 
Victor  Reuther  speaks. 
Spartacist  and  Progressive 
Labor  supporters  were 
attacked.  Left:  Spartac/sf 
supplement  distributed  at 
conference  exposes  SWP's 
class  collaboration. 


in  PRS  No.  3,  we  reprint  a letter  that  he 
wrote  to  the  Political  Committee  (resident 
leadership  body  of  the  SWP)  objecting  to 
the  grotesque  spectacle  that  the  SWP  and 
Young  Socialist  Alliance  presented  at  a 
Thanksgiving  antiwar  conference  in  1965. 
He  says: 

"Here  the  party  and  youth  earned  on  an 
unprincipled,  disruptive  and  politically 
reformist  struggle  against  the  entire  left 
wing  of  the  antiwar  movement.  They 
disrupted  the  conference  around  tertiary 
organizational  demands  and  ended  in 
isolation  and  national  disgrace....  They 


to  quarantine  our  revolutionary  program, 
including  by  physical  exclusion  for  the 
crime  of  holding  ^ose  slogans.  But  mainly, 
it  was  impossible  for  them  lo  successfully 
police  the  thousands  and  thousands  of 
subjectively  anti-imperialist  protesters. 

Fraser  mentioned  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment- This  struggle  for  black  equality  had 
begun  a decade  earlier  and  helped  break 
the  anti-Communist  consensus  of  the 
post- World  War  11  period.  Not  a few 
activists  in  the  '60s  were  beginning  to 
make  the  connection  between  racism  at 
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Hanoi,  1973:  Soviet-armed  Vietnamese  Communists  display  weapons  for  final 
campaign  of  war.  Military  defeat  of  U.S.  imperialists  ended  Vietnam  War. 


home  and  imperialist  slaughter  abroad, 
that  these  were  both  rooted  in  the  capital- 
ist system.  Instead  of  utilizing  the  war 
and  the  civil  rights  struggles  to  further  the 
construction  of  the  revolutionary  party, 
the  SWP  expended  its  efforts  to  limit  the 
antiwar  movement  lo  the  single  issue  of 
"peace,"  it  was  no  accident  that  the  SWP 
leadership  rejected  Fraser’s  program  of 
revolutionary  integrationism,  instead  argu- 
ing that  the  struggle  for  black  liberation 
was  primarily  the  task  of  the  black  popu- 
lation. He  says: 

"Has  the  party  forgotten  that  the  tenacity 
with  which  previous  peace  movements 
clung  to  reformism  was  rooted  in  part  in 
the  liberal-Stalinist  compulsion  to  isolate 
war  and  peace  from  the  other  great  social 
problems?  And  don’t  they  similarly  iso- 
late civil  rights  from  the  questions  of  war 
and  peace,  poverty,  imperialism? 

‘The  upshot  of  this  traditional  limitation 
of  the  antiwar  movement  to  peace  only 
and  the  civil  nghts  movement  to  civil 
rights  only  has  been  the  incarceration  of 
both  movements  inside  the  Democratic 
Party....’' 

For  the  “crime"  of  circulating  his  critical 
letter  inside  the  party  outside  of  the 
National  Committee.  Fraser  was  censured 
in  February  1966.  Shortly  afterwards,  he 
and  most  of  the  Seattle  branch  of  the 
SWP  quit.  Fraser  and  his  cothinkers 
formed  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party. 

NPAC  Redux 

Now  it  seems  that  Socialist  Action  is 
trying  to  reincarnate  another  NPAC  for 
the  Iraq  war,  or  actually  Iraq  occupation 
since  the  war  was  over  a while  ago.  Marx 
said  that  history  repeats  itself,  first  as 
tragedy,  then  as  farce.  This  is  the  third 
round — I’m  not  sure  what  happens  after 
farce.  All  of  the  flotsam  ejected  from  Jack 
Barnes’  SWP  in  the  purges  that  began  in 
the  early  ’80s  look  back  to  the  halcyon 
days  of  the  1960.s  and  ‘70s  when  the  SWP 
was  the  power  broker  of  the  antiwar  move- 
ment. This  is  their  positive  idea.  We  cite 
that  same  NPAC  as  positive  proof  of  the 
SWP’s  descent  into  outright  reformism. 
Socialist  Action  thinks  it’s  the  greatest 
thing  since  sliced  bread. 

I want  to  be  clear  about  one  thing:  the 
mere  presence  of  a Democratic  Party 
politician  on  the  rostrum  of  an  antiwar 
event  does  not  in  itself  signify  class  col- 
laboration, although  it's  a pretty  good 
indication.  In  our  Mumia  events,  we  actu- 
ally got  endorsements  from  people  like 
Cynthia  McKinney,  and  she’s  a bourgeois 
politician.  We  didn't  throw  that  endorse- 
ment in  the  trash — it's  her  contradiction. 
The  class  character  of  any  political  for- 
mation is  primarily  determined  by  its 
program.  As  Trotsky  noted  in  his  article 
“The  Lessons  of  Spain;  The  Last  Warn- 
ing” (17  December  1937): 

“Politically  most  striking  is  the  fact  that 
the  Spanish  Popular  Front  lacked  in 
reality  even  a parallelogram  of  forces. 
The  bourgeoisie’s  place  was  occupied  by 
its  shadow.  Through  the  medium  of  the 
Stalinists.  Socialists,  and  Anarchists,  the 
Spanish  bourgeoisie  subordinated  the  pro- 
letariat to  itself  without  even  bothering 


to  participate  in  the  Popular  Front.  The 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  exploiters 
of  all  political  shades  openly  went  over  to 
the  camp  of  Franco...." 

They  knew  that  the  mass  mobilization  of 
workers  and  poor  peasants  posed  a threat 
to  their  class  rule. 

Just  to  ask  a question;  Let’s  say  at  the 
next  ANSWER  or  United  for  Peace  and 
Justice  demonstration  against  the  war, 
there’s  no  Democratic  Party  politician. 
Maybe  Teddy  Kennedy  had  a cold.  Does 
that  make  it  not  a popular  front?  Does  that 
change  the  class  character  of  a mobiliza- 
tion that  didn’t  defend  Iraq  and  refuses 
to  say  a peep  about  something  called 
Afghanistan?  That  gives  the  game  away 
right  there. 

For  the  SWP.  and  I guess  for  the  latter- 
day  SWPers  in  Socialist  Action,  the  Viet- 
nam War  was  ended  by  some  sort  of  a 
political  action  committee,  which  threw 
the  U.S.  out.  Well,  actually  it  was  called 
the  North  Vietnamese  army  and  the  NLF, 
and  they  came  into  Saigon  with  tanks. 
That  was  a good  thing.  We  supported 
them  militarily,  not  politically,  because 
we  knew  that  it  would  lead  to  the  for- 
mation of  a deformed  workers  state. 
There  was  a social  revolution,  which  we 
defended.  The  SWP  basically  was  doing 
everything  to  obliterate  the  idea  of  social 
revolution  from  a whole  generation  of 
antiwar  activists.  It's  our  job  to  make  sure 
that  the  latter-day  SWP  ejecta  don’t  do 
the  same  thing.  ■ 


In  Memoriam 

Richard  S.  Fraser 
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Ju)y  24: 
Obama’s 
speech  before 
cheering  crowd 
in  Berlin  hailed 
U.S.-led 
Cold  War 
anti-Soviet 
crusade. 


Obama... 

(continued  from  page  i ) 

Marxists,  we  oppose  U.S.  imperialist  adven- 
tures and  invasions  everywhere.  We  wrote 
in  "U.S.  Imperialists  Out  of  Afghanistan. 
Iraq!"  (WNo.  918.  1 Augu.st): 

"The  Spartacist  League,  U.S.  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  stood  for  the 
military  defense  of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq 
against  impenalist  attack  without  giving 
any  political  support  to  the  reactionary, 
woman-haling  Taliban  cutthroats  or  the 
capitalist  dictatorship  of  Saddam  Hussein. 
We  underlined  that  every  victory  for  the 
impenalists  in  their  military  adventures 
encourages  more  predatory  wars;  every 
setback  serves  to  assist  the  struggles  of 
working  people  and  the  oppressed  the 
world  over.  Today,  we  call  for  the  imme- 
diate and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  all 
U.S.  troops  and  bases  from  Iraq.  Afghan- 
istan and  Central  Asia!" 

In  contrast,  reformist  left  groups,  such 
as  the  International  Socialist  Organiza- 
tion (ISO).  Workers  World  Party  (WWP) 
and  the  Revolutionary  Communist  Party 
(RCP),  and  the  various  antiwar  coalitions 
they  built — ANSWER  (founded  by  WWP 
but  now  run  by  the  Parly  for  Socialism 
and  Liberation).  United  for  Peace  and 
Justice  (where  the  ISO  worked)  and  the 
RCP's  Not  In  Our  Name — refused  to  mili- 
tarily defend  Afghanistan  and  Iraq  against 
U.S.  attack.  Through  their  refrain  of 
"money  for  jobs  and  education,  not  war.” 
the  reformists  promote  the  lie  that  impe- 
rialism can  be  reformed  through  some 
peace-and-justice-loving  “different  policy." 
But  as  Bolshevik  leader  V.l.  Lenin  wrote 
in  Imperialism,  the  Highest  Stage  of  Cap- 
italism (1916).  as  the  first  interimperial- 
ist world  war  wreaked  its  devastation: 
"Private  property  based  on  the  labour  of 
the  small  proprietor,  free  competition, 
democracy,  all  the  catchwords  with  which 
the  capitalists  and  their  press  deceive  the 
workers  and  the  peasants — are  things  of 
the  distant  past.  Capitalism  has  grown 
into  a world  system  of  colonial  oppres- 
sion and  of  the  financial  strangulation 
of  the  overwhelming  majonty  of  the 
population  of  the  world  by  a handful  of 
‘advanced’  countries.  And  this  ‘booty’ 
Is  shared  between  two  or  three  power- 
ful world  plunderers  armed  to  the  teeth 
(America,  Great  Britain,  Japan),  who  are 
drawing  the  whole  world  into  their  war 
over  the  division  of  their  booty." 

The  occupations  of  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq  have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  capi- 
talist rulers’  onslaught  against  working 
people,  minorities  and  most  everyone  else 
domestically.  What  is  necessary  is  class 
struggle  against  the  capitalist  rulers  at 
home.  Such  a perspective  requires  politi- 
cal combat  against  the  pro-capitalist  trade- 
union  bureaucracy,  which  subordinates  the 
proletariat  to  its  capitalist  class  enemy, 
particularly  through  promoting  Democratic 
Party  “lesser  evilism.”  Above  all.  what  is 
required  is  the  forging  of  a revolutionary 
workers  party,  built  independently  of  and 
in  opposition  to  the  Democrats,  Republi- 
cans. Greens  and  all  capitalist  parties;  a 
workers  party  that  fights  for  socialist 
revolution  and  a workers  government. 

Evil  Dead  II:  Obama’s  Heroes 

Obama  told  the  Chicago  Council  on 
Global  Affairs  in  2007  that  the  U.S.  needs 
“the  first  truly  21st  century  military.... 
We  must  maintain  the  strongest,  best- 
equipped  military  in  the  world.”  He  stated 
in  March  that  he  “would  return  the  coun- 
try to  the  more  ’traditional’  foreign  policy 
efforts  of  past  presidents,  such  as  George 
H.W.  Bush,  John  F.  Kennedy  and  Ronald 
Reagan.”  Such  a “tradition”  includes  the 
Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  under  Kennedy,  the 
covert  wars  against  Nicaragua  and  El  Sal- 
vador in  the  1980s  under  Reagan,  and  the 
invasion  of  Panama  and  the  Iraq  War  of 
1990-91  under  Bush  Sr. 

Obama’s  foreign  policy  coterie  includes 
Democratic  advisers  Zbigniew  Brzezin- 
ski  and  Madeleine  Albright.  Brzezinski  is 
the  anti-Communist  Dr.  Strangelove  who 
served  as  National  Security  Advisor  to 
Democratic  president  Jimmy  Caner  and 
as  godfather  to  the  reactionary  Afghan 
mujahedin  cutthroats  financed  by  the  CIA 
against  the  Soviet  Army,  which  intervened 
in  Afghanistan  in  late  1979  in  defense  of 
the  USSR’s  southern  flank  and  on  the 
side  of  elementary  human  progress. 


Madeleine  Albright  was  Democrat  Bill 
Clinton’s  Secretary  of  State.  When  asked 
about  the  U.S.  starvation  blockade  against 
Iraq  that  killed  one  and  a half  million  peo- 
pie.  she  said:  "We  think  the  price  was 
worth  it."  She  was  also  a key  player  in 
Clinton’s  U.S./NATO  devastating  aerial 
war  against  Serbia  in  1999.  supported  at 
the  time  by  liberals  and  many  reformists 
as  the  kind  of  “human  rights"  interven- 
tions that  the  U.S.  should  be  carrying  out. 

Delaware  Senator  Joseph  Biden.  Obama’s 
vice  presidential  choice  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Commit- 
tee. was  aptly  described  by  radical-liberal 
columnist  Alexander  Cockburn — a sup- 
porter of  right-wing  libertarian  Repub- 
lican Ron  Paul! — as  a "corporate  serf’ 
(along  with  his  new  boss  Obama)  and  "a 
man  so  ripely  symbolic  of  everything  that 
is  unchanging  and  hopeless  about  our 
political  system  that  a computer  simula- 
tion of  the  corporate-political  paradigm 
senator  in  Congress  would  turn  out  ‘Biden’ 
in  a nano-second”  (CounterPunch  Diary, 
23/24  August).  In  his  speech  at  the  Dem- 
ocratic convention  on  August  27.  Biden 
outlined  the  Obama  camp’s  imperialist 
blueprint; 

"Our  country  is  less  secure  and  more  iso- 
lated than  at  any  time  in  recent  history.... 
The  emergence  of  Russia.  China  and 
India  as  great  powers;  the  spread  of  lethal 


Bettmann 


Zbigniew  Brzezinski,  Carter's  national 
security  adviser,  at  Khyber  Pass  out- 
post overlooking  Afghanistan  in  1980 
as  U.S.  financed  and  armed  cutthroat 
mujahedin  against  Soviet  Red  Army. 
Today  Brzezinski  serves  as  one  of 
Obama’s  foreign  policy  advisers. 

weapons;  the  shortage  of  secure  supplies 
of  energy,  food  and  water;  the  challenge 
of  climate  change;  and  the  resurgence  of 
fundamentalism  in  Afghanistan  and  Pak- 
istan. the  real  central  front  against  terror- 
ism.... We’ve  once  again  seen  the  conse- 
quences of  this  neglect  with  Russia’s 
challenge  to  the  free  and  democratic 
country  of  Georgia.  Barack  Obama  and  I 
will  end  this  neglect." 

World,  watch  out 

The  “End  of  Racism”  Lie 

Both  conventions  were  an  exercise  in 
rank  hypocrisy.  With  the  vice  presiden- 
tial nomination  of  Alaska  governor  Sarah 
Palin.  Republican  anti-abortion  bigots  have 
now  discovered  the  evils  of  sexism.  Or 
witness  the  spectacle  of  Republican  poli- 
ticians pretending  to  care  about  black  and 
poor  people,  as  they  scaled  back  the  first 
day  of  their  convention  when  Hurricane 
Gu§tav  hit  the  Gulf  Coast.  The  threat  of 
Gustav  to  the  Gulf  Coast  recalled  the 
racist  atrocity  by  the  bourgeois  rulers — 
Democrats  as  well  as  Republicans — in 
the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  re- 
minded everyone  that  the  levees  have  yet 
to  be  adequately  rebuilt. 

One  should  also  recall  that  following 
the  horror  exposed  by  Katrina  in  2005. 
Obama  declared,  “the  incompetence  was 
color-blind."  The  Obama  campaign  touts 
the  “end  of  racism”  myth,  with  the 
Obama  family  itself  supposedly  living 
proof  that  black  people  can  make  it  in  the 
U.S.  The  “end  of  racism”  lie  and  the 
burial  of  the  struggle  for  racial  integration 
as  a ‘’failed  experiment”  are  the  domestic 
side  of  the  reactionary  “end  of  commu- 
nism” mythology  promoted  by  imperial- 
ist ideologues  after  the  counterrevolution- 
ary destruction  of  the  USSR.  Both  myths 
are  deeply  false.  Black  oppression,  rooted 


in  chattel  slavery,  is  deeply  interwoven  in 
the  social  fabric  of  capitalist  America.  It 
can  be  measured  in  astronomical  unem- 
ployment rates,  police  terror,  the  consign- 
ment of  nearly  one  million  blacks  to  pris- 
ons and  the  purge  of  black  youth  from 
higher  education.  Obama  looks  upon  all 
this  and  claims,  as  he  did  in  his  speech  in 
Selma  last  year,  that  America  is  “90  per- 
cent of  the  way”  toward  racial  equality! 
In  fact,  it  is  only  the  current  lack  of  mili- 
tant labor  and  black  struggle  against  con- 
ditions of  oppression  that  makes  this  lie 
even  possible. 

The  link  between  U.S.  imperialist  wars 
abroad  and  racist  reaction  at  home  is 
clear.  Two  years  before  the  1 898  Spanish- 
American  War.  when  U.S.  imperialism 
came  onto  the  world  scene,  the  Supreme 
Court  codified  Jim  Crow  segregation  with 
the  Plessy  v.  Ferguson  decision  declar- 
ing “separate  but  equal"  the  law  of  the 
land,  while  the  years  1889  to  1903  saw 
an  average  of  two  lynchings  a week. 
Among  black  people,  opposition  to  U.S. 
imperialism’s  military  adventures  has  his- 
torically been  stronger  than  among  the 
rest  of  the  populace. 

From  U.S.  imperialism’s  genocidal 
"pacification”  of  the  Philippines  follow- 
ing its  victory  in  the  Spanish-American 
War,  to  its  intervention  in  Nicaragua  to 
suppress  the  Sandino  rebellion  in  the 
1920s  and  ’30s.  to  the  occupation  of  the 
Dominican  Republic  in  1965.  to  Leba- 
non. Panama  and  Grenada,  to  its  wars  on 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  U.S.  imperialism 
has  left  a grisly  trail  of  carnage  around 
the  globe,  all  accompanied  by  vicious 
racial  oppression  and  contempt  for  “non- 
white” peoples.  This  includes  U.S.  impe- 
rialism’s counterrevolutionary  wars  against 
the  social  revolutions  in  Korea  and  Viet- 
nam, resulting  in  the  slaughter  of  some 
six  million  people.  As  one  Iraqi  driver  bit- 
terly commented  after  being  trapped  in 


Baghdad  as  the  city  was  closed  down  dur- 
ing Obama’s  visit  this  summer:  “Why 
does  it  matter  to  us  if  a white  man  or  a 
black  man  wins  the  election.  Obama  and 
Bush  are  two  faces  on  the  same  currency, 
an  American  currency.” 

Defeat  U.S.  Imperialism 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

While  bloodsoaked  war  criminals  and 
corporate  fat  cats  made  deals  as  their  can- 
didates preened  for  the  cameras  inside 
both  Republican  and  Democratic  conven- 
tions. outside  these  bastions  of  bourgeois 
politics  masses  of  police  were  mobilized 
to  muffle  protest.  As  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee — a class-struggle,  legal  and 


social  defense  organization  associated  with 
the  Spartacist  League — wrote  in  a Sep- 
tember 7 protest  letter:  “The  brutal  sup- 
pression of  the  rights  of  speech  and  assem- 
bly, which  was  also  carried  out  by  the 
police  in  Denver  outside  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  as  well  as  the  con- 
ventions in  2004,  has  become  a staple  of 
these  spectacles  to  choose  those  vying  to 
become  what  is  ludicrously  promoted  as 
the  leader  of  the  ‘free  world’.”  We  de- 
nounce the  police  violence  at  both  con- 
ventions and  demand  that  all  charges  be 
dropped  against  those  arrested. 

The  fact  is.  however,  that  most  of  what 
passes  for  the  left  in  this  country  has 
either  explicitly  or  implicitly  endorsed  a 
Democratic  Party  victory  over  the  Repub- 
licans in  the  upcoming  election.  Having 
built  an  “antiwar  movement”  premised  on 
appeals  to  bourgeois  (Democratic)  politi- 
cians to  “end  the  war”  in  Iraq — and  only 
Iraq,  not  Afghanistan — the  liberals  and 
their  reformist  supporters  have  now  bur- 
ied that  “movement"  in  the  morass  of 
American  electoral  politics.  The  starting 
point  of  the  reformist  left  is  not  the  fight 
for  socialist  revolution,  but  rather  the  lie 
that  capitalism  can  be  reformed  to  serve 
the  interests  of  working  people  and  the 
oppressed. 

In  Imperialism,  Lenin  denounced  such 
shams,  noting  that  “reactionary,  petty- 
bourgeois  critics  of  capitalist  imperialism 
dream  of  going  back  to  ‘free,’  ’peaceful,’ 
and  ’honest’  competition.”  and  insisting 
that  “a  ‘fight’  against  the  policy  of  the 
trusts  and  banks  that  does  not  affect  the 
economic  basis  of  the  trusts  and  banks  is 
mere  bourgeois  reformism  and  pacifism, 
the  benevolent  and  innocent  expression  of 
pious  wishes.”  That  sums  up  the  support 
by  groups  like  Workers  World  to  the  capi- 
talist Green  Party’s  presidential  candidate 
and  former  Georgia  Democratic  Congress- 
woman  Cynthia  McKinney,  who  spoke  at 


a “Recreate  ’68”  rally  outside  the  Demo- 
cratic convention.  She  promoted  the  usual 
reformist  pabulum  about  ending  occupa- 
tions abroad  and  redirecting  “excessive” 
military  spending  toward  higher  educa- 
tion, and  other  good  things  like  universal 
health  care. 

The  reformist.  anti-Communist  ISO. 
for  its  part,  claims  that  “Support  for 
Barack  Obama  is  one  sign  of  a deeper 
shift  to  the  left"  (Socialist  Worker.  1 3 Au- 
gust). The  ISO  never  met  a counterrevo- 
lutionary “freedom  fighter”  it  didn’t  like, 
so  the  Obama/Brzezinski  crew's  anti- 
communism is  right  up  their  alley. 
Socialist  Worker  (27  August)  reprinted  a 
piece  by  Dave  Zirin.  a regular  contributor 
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[ul^Out  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  Now! 
Hands  Off  Iran ! 


Sresi  ivilli  tite  Democratic  Party  of  War  and  Racism' 
a Workers  Party  that  Fights  for  Socialist  Revolution! 


Spartaclsts  at 
March  2007 
New  York  City 
antiwar 
demonstration. 
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Immigrants... 

(continued  from  page  12) 
back  pain.  Ng  died — five  days  after  finally 
being  diagnosed  with  terminal  cancer  and 
a broken  spine. 

The  I.C.E.  raid  at  Howard  Industries 
comes  amidst  a growing  wave  of  arrests 
and  deportations.  Over  the  past  five  years, 
the  number  of  deportations  has  increased 
by  60  percent;  last  year  more  than 
250,000  people  were  deported,  many 
after  being  picked  up  for  things  as  trivial 
as  a routine  traffic  stop. 

It  is  in  the  vital  interest  of  the  U.S. 
labor  movement  to  mobilize  in  defense  of 
immigrants,  who  form  a key  and  vibrant 
component  of  the  U.S.  working  class  and 
a living  bridge  to  the  struggles  of  work- 
ing people  in  Mexico  and  elsewhere.  As 
in  the  so-called  free-trade  maquiladora 
factory  zones  in  northern  Mexico.  Mexi- 
can and  other  foreign  workers  often  work 
for — and  struggle  against — the  same 
employer  as  U.S.  workers.  It  is  necessary 
for  the  U.S.  labor  movement  to  oppose 
such  imperialist  trade  deals  as  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA), 
which  we  have  always  denounced  as  a 
"free  trade”  rape  of  Mexico.  Our  position 
has  nothing  in  common  with  the  U.S. 
labor  bureaucracy’s  poisonous,  chauvin- 
ist tirades  against  such  pacts,  through 
which  they  paint  foreign  workers  as  the 
enemy  of  American  workers. 

The  social  power  of  the  union  move- 
ment must  be  mobilized  to  fight  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants,  no 
matter  how  they  got  here.  We  call  on  the 
unions  to  organize  immigrant  workers 
with  full  rights  and  protections.  This  is 
integral  to  revitalizing  the  labor  move- 
ment and  organizing  the  unorganized. 

For  a Class-Struggle  Fight 
for  Immigrant  Rights! 

Anti-immigrant  hysteria  has  become 
particularly  intense  in  the  South  and  the 
Southwest,  where  a number  of  states  have 
passed  laws  targeting  undocumented  im- 
migrants in  the  workplace.  During  the 
2007  Mississippi  state  elections.  500 
Klansmen  rallied  in  Tupelo,  carrying  plac- 
ards demanding' "Stop  the  Latino  Inva- 
sion.” Four  months  later.  Mississippi’s 
anti-immigrant  SB  2988  law  was  passed 
with  overwhelming  support  by  both 
Republican  and  Democratic  state  legisla- 
tors— including  by  three-quarters  of  the 
Mississippi  Legislative  Black  Caucus. 

Following  the  mass  arrests  at  Howard 
Industries,  an  I.C.E.  spokeswoman  tried 
to  play  on  anti-immigrant  sentiment  by 
claiming  that  the  raid  was  carried  out  in 
response  to  a complaint  made  by  a union 
member.. .three  years  ago!  By  all  accounts, 
there  are  sharp  tensions  in  the  Laurel 
plant — where  immigrant  workers  make 
up  about  half  the  workforce — among 
some  white,  black  and  Latino  workers.  At 
the  same  time,  as  a spokesman  for  MIRA 
told  Workers  Vanguard,  many  union  work- 
ers opposed  the  I.C.E.  raid. 


to  that  paper,  under  the  title.  “What  We 
Didn’t  Learn  in  Beijing."  The  article 
chides  the  bourgeois  media  for  insuffi- 
cient China-bashing  during  the  Olympics, 
condemning  them  for  supposedly  not  ask- 
ing "why  the  State  Department  last  April 
took  China  off  its  list  of  nations  that  com- 
mit human  rights  violations.”  While  the 
ISO,  the  Revolutionary  Communist  Party 
and  Workers  World,  as  well  as  other  ref- 
ormist leftists,  all  have  articles  “expos- 
ing” Obama’s  policies,  these  are  thin  cov- 
ers for  their  actual  politics  of  Democratic 
Party  “lesser  evilism."  as  all  their  various 
coalitions  in  one  way  or  another  recapit- 
ulate the  RCP’s  classic  call,  "The  World 
Can’t  Wait:  Drive  Out  the  Bush  Regime!” 
This  is  also  the  goal — what  an  amazing 
coincidence — of  the  Democrats  this  year. 

The  Democrats’  rhetoric  about  "hope" 
and  “change”  i.s  meant  to  refurbish  illu- 
sions that  the  shell  game  of  bourgeoi.s 
electoral  politics  can  work  in  the  interests 
of  the  working  masses.  And.  indeed. 
Democratic  voter  turnout  during  i!’e  pri- 
maries. including  among  black  'people 
and  youth,  has  been  vei^  high.  But  while 
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August  2006:  Members  of  United  Food  and  Commercial  Workers  protest  against 
Smithfield  Foods  during  annual  shareholders  meeting  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 


In  fact,  there  have  also  been  clear  signs 
of  solidarity.  When  a group  of  women 
workers  who  had  been  released  from 
detention  in  order  to  care  for  their  chil- 
dren went  to  the  plant  to  demand  their 
pay.  the  company  initially  refused  and 
threatened  to  have  them  arrested.  The 
company  relented  and  issued  the  pay- 
checks  after  the  women’s  fellow  workers 
protested. 

According  to  journalist  David  Bacon, 
who  has  written  a number  of  reports  from 
Laurel,  IBEW  Local  1317  has  made 
efforts  to  organize  Latino  workers,  though 
it  initially  “did  not  offer  much  support 
to  its  immigrant  members”  {altemet.org, 
2 September).  The  union  brought  in 
Spanish-speaking  organizers  and  began  to 
distribute  leaflets  in  Spanish.  Yet  to  date, 
the  Local  1317  leadership  has  not  even 
issued  a statement  protesting  the  I.C.E. 
raid  or  defending  their  own  members. 

In  fact,  the  national  IBEW  bureaucracy 
essentially  calls  for  intensifying  the  wave 
of  anti-immigrant  workplace  raids  by 
demanding  "authorization  and  funding 
for  additional  work-site"  I.C.E.  agents 
(“Talking  Points.”  www.ibewunity.org). 
And  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  state 
AFL-CIO  helped  whip  up  anti-immigrant 
hysteria  two  days  after  the  I.C.E.  raid  by 
complaining  that  southern  Mississippi 
had  become  “a  little  Mexico.”  denounc- 
ing companies  that  hired  undocumented 
immigrants  and  questioning  whether  such 
workers  can  even  be  allowed  to  join  the 
union  (AP.  27  August). 

Meanwhile,  the  right  of  undocumented 
workers  to  unionize  is  under  attack  at  the 
Agriprocessors  warehouse  in  Brooklyn, 
where  workers  voted  in  2005  to  join  the 
UFCW.  When  workers  struck  against  the 
company’s  refusal  to  negotiate  with  the 
union.  Agriprocessors  claimed  that  many 
of  its  employees  were  using  someone 
else’s  social  security  number.  In  an  omi- 
nous attack  on  immigrants  and  the  labor 
movement.  Agriprocessors  has  appealed 
to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  asking  it  to 
reverse  its  1984  ruling  that  granted  un- 
documented workers  the  right  to  union- 
ize. arguing  that  attitudes  on  the  question 


the  Republicans  may  revel  in  inflicting 
suffering  on  working  people  and  the 
oppressed,  the  Democrats  put  on  a more 
kindly  face  and  do  the  same  thing.  As 
Lenin  captured  it  in  his  1917  work.  The 
Slate  and  Revolution,  “To  decide  once 
every  few  years  which  member  of  the  rul- 
ing class  is  to  repress  and  crush  the  peo- 
ple through  parliament — this  is  the  real 
essence  of  bourgeois  parliamentarism.” 
This  system  of  imperialism,  the  highest 
stage  of  capitalism,  cannot  be  reformed.  It 
cannot  be  pressured  into  being  more 
peaceful  or  humane.  Lenin’s  Bolsheviks 
showed  in  leading  the  October  Revolu- 
tion of  1917  that  it  can  and  must  be 
defeated  through  workers  revolution.  The 
Spartacist  League  stands  for  forging  a 
working-class  party  like  the  Bolshevik 
Party  to  overturn,  by  socialist  revolu- 
tion. this  rotting  capitalist  order.  Thus  wc 
stand  in  implacable  opposition  to  the  dual 
parlies  of  capitalism,  as  well  as  petty- 
bourgeois  would-be  reformers  like  the 
Green  Party  Break  with  the  Democrats — 
For  a revolutionary  workers  party  to  fight 
for  socialist  revolution  !■ 


have  “undergone  a sea  change”  {New  York 
Times,  1 September). 

Agriprocessors  is  notoriously  anti-union 
and  its  factories  are  well  known  for  their 
deplorable  conditions.  Before  the  Postville 
raid,  the  Iowa  Division  of  Labor  fined  the 
plant  $182,000  for  violating  safety  rules 
(this  was  reduced  to  $42,750  after  the 
raid).  Since  the  raid,  the  Iowa  state  gov- 
ernment has  brought  57  child  labor  cases 
against  Agriprocessors,  involving  “egre- 
gious violations  of  virtually  every  aspect 
of  Iowa’s  child  labor  laws,”  according  to 
the  Iowa  Labor  Commissioner. 

The  workplace  raids  by  I.C.E.  agents 
have  been  denounced  by  the  Change  to 
Win  trade-union  federation,  which  in- 
cludes heavily  immigrant  unions  such  as 


the  UFCW.  the  SEIU  service  workers 
union  and  the  UNITE  HERE  hotel,  restau- 
rant and  garment  workers  union.  But  the 
Change  to  Win  bureaucrats  call  to  beef  up 
the  border  to  prevent  “illegal”  immigra- 
tion. They  push  immigration  "reform” 
bills  with  provisions  to  expand  “guest 
worker”  programs — the  modem  equival- 
ent of  indentured  servitude — that  tie  im- 
migrants’ visas  to  their  employers.  Mean- 
while. the  Change  to  Win  tops’  rivals  in 
the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy,  while  oppos- 
ing the  expansion  of  “guest  worker”  pro- 
grams, complain  that  “lax  enforcement  of 
labor  laws  created  an  incentive  for  corpo- 
rations to  recruit  and  hire  workers  who 
came  to  the  United  States  from  Mexico 
without  authorization  to  work." 

The  role  of  the  pro-capitalist  trade- 
union  bureaucrats  is  to  tie  the  proletariat 
to  the  class  enemy,  especially  through 
support  to  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party, 
of  which  they  are  a component.  Both  the 
AFL-CIO  and  Change  to  Win  are  throw- 
ing all  they  have  into  getting  the  Demo- 
crats elected  in  November. 

The  reformist  left  tails  the  bureauc- 
racy’s pro-Democratic  Pany  "lesser  evil- 
ism.” Workers  World  Party  (WWP)  wrote 
of  the  I.C.E.  raids  in  Postville  and  Laurel: 
"Thousands  of  labor  officials  attended  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  ...  Was 
there  an  effort  during  the  convention  to 
at  least  pas.s  a resolution  condemning 
the.se  anti-worker,  racist  raids?”  (Workers 
World,  5 September).  Such  inane,  grovel- 
ing appeals  partake  of  the  union  mislead- 
ers’  entire  strategy,  which  rests  on  a pro- 


gram of  class  collaboration.  This  is 
directly  counterposed  to  mobilizing  the 
power  of  the  multiracial  proletariat  inde- 
pendent of  the  capitalist  class  enemy.  To 
unchain  the  power  of  labor  requires, 
above  all,  a break  with  the  Democrats, 
the  other  party  of  American  capitalism, 
racism  and  war.  This  can  only  be 
achieved  through  sharp  political  struggle 
within  the  unions  against  the  labor  lieu- 
tenants of  capital,  who  tie  the  workers  to 
the  class  enemy. 

Workers  of  the  World,  Unite! 

A major  factor  behind  the  gutting  of 
the  union  movement  in  this  country  since 
the  late  1970s  has  been  the  massive  trans- 
fer of  industry  from  the  North  and  Mid- 
west to  the  open  shop,  low-wage  South 
and  Southwest.  This  has  been  accompa- 
nied by  an  important  demographic  shift, 
of  which  Mississippi  is  an  example.  As 
in  most  Southern  states,  starting  well 
before  World  War  II  and  peaking  in  the 
1960s,  there  was  a steady  decrease  in 
Mississippi’s  black  population,  which  was 
attracted  to  industrial  jobs  in  the  North — 
and  repelled  by  Jim  (Trow.  Over  the  past 
several  decades,  that  trend  reversed,  such 
that  today  black  people  constitute  over  37 
percent  of  the  population  of  Mississippi. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  estimated  that  immi- 
grants are  now  almost  5 percent  of  the 
total  state  population. 

Today,  a massive  organizing  drive  in 
the  South,  where  conditions  are  ripe  for 
unionization,  is  vitally  necessary  if  the 
U.S.  labor  movement  is  to  regain  its 
strength.  Yet  efforts  to  organize  labor  are 


still  met  with  police-state  measures  abet- 
ted by  fascist  terror. 

One  key  labor  battle  is  the  years-long 
effort  by  the  UFCW  to  organize  the 
Smithfield  pork  processing  plant — the 
largest  such  plant  in  the  world — in  Tar 
Heel.  North  Carolina.  Smithfield  man- 
agement has  repeatedly  collaborated  with 
I.C.E.  to  target  militant  immigrant  work- 
ers. who  along  with  black  workers  make 
up  the  bulk  of  the  workforce  (see  "Smith- 
field  Plant:  Smash  Anti-Union  RICO 
Suit!”  WVNo.  909,  29  February). 

Above  all,  the  crucial  battle  to  organize 
the  South  must  go  hand  in  hand  with  the 
fight  against  racist  discrimination.  As  the 
Spartacist  LeagueAJ.S.  and  the  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mexico,  sections  of  the 
International  Communist  League,  wrote 
in  a joint  declaration,  reprinted  in  WV 
No.  867  (31  March  2006): 

"Opposition  to  anti-immigrant  racism  in 
the  U.S.  is  directly  intertwined  with  the 
struggle  against  black  oppression.  It  is 
particularly  important  to  combat  ami- 
immigrant  chauvinism  among  U.S, -bom 
black  and  white  workers,  while  immi- 
grant workers  must  grasp  that  anti-black 
racism  remains  the  touchstone  of  social 
reaction  in  the  U.S.  Black  oppression  is 
the  cornerstone  of  American  capitalism.” 

What  is  urgently  needed  is  the  forging 
of  a workers  pany  to  lead  all  the  exploited 
and  oppre.ssed  in  the  struggle  for  a work- 
ers government  that  will  seize  the  produc- 
tive wealth  of  this  society  from  the  capi- 
talists and  create  a planned,  socialized 
economy.  For  socialist  revolution  from 
the  Yukon  to  the  Yucatdn ! ■ 


Whittaker/NY  Times 


Wife  and  four  sons  hold  portrait  of  Maya  Nand  who  had  a heart  attack  in  an 
Arizona  immigration  detention  center  and  died  February  2 shackled  to 
hospital  bed.  In  his  last  call  from  prison,  Maya  told  his  son;  “If  you  don't  get 
me  out  of  here  today,  I’m  going  to  die.” 
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Bill  Logan:  PR  Man  for 
New  Zealand  Capitalism 


careersERViCES 
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Counsellor 


A government  “career  services"  Web  site 
is  not  where  you'd  expect  the  leader  of  a 
self-styled  Marxist  organi/iition  to  advertise 
his  services.  But  the  misnamed  Bolshevik 
Tendency  is  not  your  typical  left  group.  It  is 
led  by  one  Bill  Logan,  who  was  expelled 
from  our  international  tendency  in  1979  as 
a “proven,  massive  liar  and  a sexual  socio- 
path who  manipulated  the  private  lives  of 
comrades  for  reasons  of  power  politics  and 
his  own  aberrant  appetites  and  compulsions 
in  the  guise  of  Marxism"  (see  the  ICL  bul- 
letin. The  Logan  Dossier).  On  his  own  Web 
site,  Logan  advertises  his  snake  oil  services 
as  a ‘ counsellor"  and  “celebrant."  Logan 
now  al.so  promotes  his  “profession"  on  the 
New  Zealand  government's  “career  serv- 
ices" Web  site.  The  same  man  who  tried  to 
force  a young  woman  comrade  to  have  an 
abortion  and.  when  that  failed,  pressured 
her  to  put  her  child  in  a foster  home  now 
louts  his  “life  experience"!  This  doesn't  add  much  to  what  we  already  know 
about  this  sociopath.  But  it  does  show  that  in  his  quest  for  bourgeois  respectabil- 
ity, he's  not  beneath  becoming  the  New  Zealand  government’s  poster  boy  (liter- 
ally) for  his  profession  of  choice! 
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Running  Dogs... 

{continued  from  page  2) 

organizing"  and  “accommodating  back- 
ward consciousness"  when  we  initiated 
the  Labor  Black  Leagues,  which  are  linked 
to  the  SL. 

When  in  1985  Philadelphia  cops  under 
Democratic  mayor  Wilson  Goode,  work- 
ing in  collusion  with  the  FBI.  bombed  the 
MOVE  commune,  killing  eleven  people 
and  incinerating  an  entire  black  neigh- 
borhood. the  BT  could  not  choke  out  a 
word  of  protest.  Rather,  the  BT  used  the 
occasion  of  a New  York  meeting  called 
by  the  Spartacist  League  in  solidarity 
with  the  victims  of  this  racist  atrocity  to 
attack  the  SL  for  not  polemicizing  against 
the  MOVE  victims!  Notably,  under  the 
"Black  Question"  heading  of  the  subject 
index  for  the  BT's  newspaper  1917,  their 
Web  site  lists  a total  of  five  articles  (the 
last  one  in  1993).  while  47  articles  are 
listed  under  “SpartaCisl  League.” 

Ever  since  the  SL  and  PDC  took  up 
Mumia's  case  in  1 987.  we  have  fought  to 
make  the  fight  for  Mumia's  freedom  a 
cau.se  within  the  workers  movement  and 
left.  For  its  part,  the  BT  did  not  muster 
a single  article  on  Mumia  until  1996, 
and  their  first  piece  was  to  denounce  us 
for  “sectarianism."  Thus,  the  BT’s  "con- 
tribution" in  1995  to  Mumia’s  case,  when 
mass  protests  helped  slay  the  execution- 
er’s hand  after  a death  warrant  was 
signed,  was  to  appear  in  the  pages  of  the 
Wall  Street  Journal.  A 16  June  1995  arti- 
cle by  this  house  organ  of  U.S.  finance 
capital  retailed  the  BT's  slanders  of  the 
Spartacist  League  as  a deranged  “cult"  in 
order  to  smear  the  efforts  of  the  PDC  and 
others  on  Mumia's  behalf.  As  we  wrote  in 
the  exchange  with  the  BT  in  WV  No.  903. 
"The  Wall  Street  Journal's  intent  was 
transparent  enough.  How  and  why  the 
minuscule  BT  was  readily  wielded  as  a 
tool  for  the  Wall  Street  Journal  is  not." 

The  BT  is  not  only  wretched  on  the 
question  of  black  oppression  in  the  U.S.. 
but  equally  so  on  other  questions  of  special 
oppression  in  other  countries  where  it 
operates.  Thus,  its  gross  Anglo-chauvinist 
position  opposing  independence  for  Que- 
bec in  Canada.  As  we  wrote  in  the  article 
further  exposing  the  BT  over  Quebec, 
“Bolshevik  Tendency;  Kneeling  Before 
the  Body  of  General  Wolfe  on  the  Plains  of 
Abraham"  {WV  No.  827.  28  May  2004); 
"From  Canada  to  Germany,  inasmuch  as 
the  BT  raises  political  questions,  it  reflects 
the  'values'  of  the  ruling  class  as  refracted 
through  its  own  national  social  democ- 
racy." And  of  course  this  means  both 
abasement  before  and  an  opening  into  the 
milieu  of  the  pathetic  "left"  loyalists  to 
that  social  democracy  or.  in  the  U.S..  of 
reformists  addicted  to  giving  some  “fight 
the  right"  version  of  support  to  the  bour- 
geois Democratic  Party  in  the  U.S. 

It  is  hardly  an  accident  that  Logan 
is  "disappeared"  entirely  from  the  BT’s 
June  9 letter.  But  the  voluminous  docu- 
mentary evidence  against  this  sick  and 
sadistic  individual,  found  to  be  a "proven, 
massive  liar  and  a sexual  sociopath  who 
manipulated  the  private  lives  of  comrades 
for  reasons  of  power  politics  and  his  own 
aberrant  appetites  and  compulsions  in  the 
guise  of  Marxism"  at  the  lime  of  his  1 979 
expulsion  from  our  organization,  cannot 
be  airbrushed  away  by  the  BT  school  of 
falsification.  Logan — who  tried  to  force  a 


young  woman  comrade  to  have  an  abor- 
tion and  when  that  failed,  pressured  her 
to  put  her  child  in  a foster  home — now 
offers  his  services  as  a “counsellor”  and 
“celebrant.”  including  with  a Web  site 
replete  with  sample  texts  for  a “funeral 
for  a baby,"  This  leader  of  a “Bolshevik" 
organization  also  appears  on  a New  Zea- 
land government  "career  services"^  Web 
site  (see  box  on  this  page). 

The  recently  published  ICL  bulletin. 
The  Logan  Dossier,  further  augments  our 
documentation  on  this  sick  puppy.  As  we 
noted  in  the  preface  to  The  Logan  Dossier 
(reprinted  in  WV  No.  900.  12  October 
2007);  "In  publishing  the  documentary 
record  of  the  Logan  trial,  we  aim  to  make 
clear  to  a new  generation  of  leftists  that 
the  likes  of  Logan  have  no  place  in  the 
workers  movement,  to  expose  his  oppor- 
tunist ‘Bolshevik’  Tendency  for  the  sus- 
pect outfit  it  is  and  to  demolish  its  lying 
smears  and  slanders  against  our  party." 

Pursuing  Unity  with  Reformists, 
Slander  Against  Revolutionists 

The  main  political  features  of  the  BT's 
mating  call  to  the  reformists  are  car- 
ried significantly  further  rightward  with 
its  new  "open  letter."  Not  only  is  it 
bereft  of  any  criticism  of  the  liberals  and 
reformists,  but  it  purges  the  Leninist 
tactic  of  the  united  front  of  any  hint  of 
communism  while  reviving  the  Stalinist, 
class-collaborationist  “united  front"  as 
a lowest-common-denominator  political 
non-aggression  pact:  it  makes  concrete 
the  BT’s  call  for  “regroupment"  with  the 
remnants  of  anti-Soviet,  left  social  demo- 
crats based  on  the  twin  pillars  of  Stalino- 
phobia  and  Spartacist-baiting. 

In  order  to  serve  these  purposes,  the  BT 
has  to  brazenly  falsify  history,  including 
very  recent  history.  Curiously,  considering 
their  practice  of  trumpeting  every  other 
event  they  have  ever  claimed  credit  for 
initiating,  the  BT's  Web  site  has  no  pho- 
tos or  reports  on  the  April  1 9 demonstra- 
tion in  Toronto.  The  simple  reason  is  that 
the  photos  of  the  demonstration  show  that 
who  actually  built  and  led  the  united-front 
demonstration  in  Toronto  on  April  19  was 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  our 
Canadian  comrades  of  the  Trotskyist 
League/Ligue  Trolskyste. 

The  BT  letter  claims;  "Yet  while  nomi- 
•nally  endorsing  the  event,  members  of  the 
TL/PDC  adamantly  refused  to  participate 
in  any  sort  of  joint  activity  to  build  it."  In 
fact,  at  a March  28  emergency  protest  in 
Toronto,  the  day  after  the  U.S.  Third  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Appeals  upheld  Mumia’s 
frame-up  conviction,  the  PDC  put  out 
the  call  for  a united-front  demonstration 
on  April  26.  The  BT  refused  to  endorse. 
Instead,  they  popped  up  a week  or  so 
later  with  a new  “committee” — notably 
including  “new  trial"  advocates  like  Social- 
ist Action  in  Canada — calling  for  a protest 
on  April  19.  Because  we  are  for  the 
mobilization  of  the  largest  forces  to  fight 
for  Mumia’s  freedom,  the  PDC  shifted 
our  united-front  protest  to  the  same  date. 

The  BT  coyly  notes:  ‘The  TL/PDCs 
offer  to  provide  a sound  system  was 
accepted,  and  a list  of  speakers  for  the 
rally  agreed  upon."  Bluntly  put.  in  addi- 
tion to  building  the  April  19  demonstra- 
tion, including  through  winning  the 
endorsement  and  participation  of  trade 
unions,  we  provided  the  sound  system  and 
mobilized  most  of  the  speakers.  More- 
over. a representative  of  our  Canadian  sec- 


tion chaired  the  rally  (while  a speaker 
from  the  BT’s  "committee"  introduced  a 
handful  of  speakers  in  the  middle  of  the 
rally). 

So.  what’s  the  beef.’  According  to  the 
BT's  letter,  there  was  our  “flat  refusal  to 
distribute  the  common  united-front  poster 
—despite  the  fact  that  the  text  had  been 
amended  to  meet  concerns  they  had 
raised  regarding  a minor  technicality.  The 
TL/PDC  produced  its  own  poster  for  the 
Toronto  demonstration...  " Yes  we  did! 
We  produced  our  own  propaganda  for  the 
protest,  powerfully  motivating  Mumia’s 
case  to  the  working  class  and  laying  out 
the  programmatic  issues  that  are  central 
to  fighting  for  his  freedom. 

In  fact,  the  real  “crime"  of  our  comrades 
in  the  eyes  of  the  BT  is  contained  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  its  revealing  letter; 
“The  demonstration,  which  drew  more 
than  ISO  people,  was  a success,  although 
the  sectarianism  exhibited  by  the  TL 
toward  various  participating  organiza- 
tions was  not  particularly  useful.  At 
various  points  during  and  after  the  dem- 
onstration. several  of  your  supporters 
crowded  around  our  literature  table  shout- 
ing apolitical  abuse  and  acting  in  a gener- 
ally obnoxious  manner  The  behavior  of 
the  TL  supporters,  which  was  remarked 
on  by  many  who  attended  the  rally,  is 
unfortunately  all  too  familiar  As  we 
have  observed  in  the  past,  this  is  particu- 
larly regrettable  given  the  very  important 
contributions  the  PDC  has  made  to 
Mumia's  defense." 

To  the  BT,  the  "united  front"  is  syn- 
onymous with  opportunist  unity  with  the 
reformists  and  disappearing  any  political 
differences  with  them.  Even  as  it  ludi- 
crously accuses  us  of  a “desire  to  avoid 
substantive  political  di.scussion."  the  BT 
whines  about  our  "unfortunately  all  too 
familiar”  political  combat  with  other 
organizations,  including  the  BT.  at  the 
united-front  protest. 

Such  political  combat  is  from  the  arsenal 
of  Leninism,  expressed  in  the  united-front 
call,  “march  separately,  strike  together.” 
As  we  explained  in  the  pamphlet  On  the 
United  From.  "The  tactic  of  the  UF  (united 
front]  should  never  be  seen  as  a cessation 
of  political  struggle,  as  a non-aggression 
pact  or  mutual  amnesty  with  other  ten- 
dencies. The  Cl  (Communist  International] 
slogan  for  the  UF — ‘freedom  of  criticism, 
unity  in  action’ — anticipated  that  the  UF 
would  sharpen  the  political  struggle  and 
exacerbate  hostilities  between  communist 
and  non-communist  leaderships,” 

In  its  "open  letter,”  the  BT  doesn't  say 
just  who  might  have  "remarked"  upon  our 
“unfortunate  " Leninism.  Could  it  be  the 
BT’s  Socialist  Action  bloc  partners,  play- 
ers in  the  hastily  constituted  "committee" 
for  the  April  19  demonstration‘s  The  U.S. 
affiliate  of  this  abjectly  reformist  group — 
initiators  of  the  San  Francisco  Mobiliza- 
tion to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  (aka 
“MOBE").  led  by  Sociali.si  Action  hon- 


cho Jeff  Mackler — refused  to  endorse 
the  Oakland  mobilization  initiated  by  the 
PDC  and  Labor  Black  League  for  Social 
Defense,  citing  our  communist  criticism  of 
Socialist  Action  and  others  as  the  reason. 

That  the  ever-obliging  BT  does  not 
breathe  a word  of  criticism  against  the  ref- 
ormist left  in  its  letter  is  a conscious  "unity" 
pitch.  To  make  this  crystal-clear,  the  BT 
opines  that  the  Spartaci.sts  “have  on  occa- 
sion come  very  close  to  overtly  rejecting  the 
very  idea  of  joint  activity  with  other  left- 
ists." The  BT  continues: 

“This  was  particularly  evident  in  your 
coverage  of  last  October's  New  York 
launch  of  Bryan  Palmer’s  biography  of 
James  P.  Cannon,  an  event  the  SL  co- 
sponsored with  the  IBT  and  four  other 
groups.  You  specifically  criticized  a state- 
ment by  one  of  our  comrades  at  the  meet- 
ing that  members  of  different  •political 
tendencies  should  work  together  on  par- 
ticular issues  where  there  is  significant 
agreement,  and  took  umbrage  at  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  political  discussion  that 
would  inevitably  ensue  could  open  the 
door  to  regroupment." 

Our  article  on  the  Palmer  event 
("Defending  the  Legacy  of  James  P.  Can- 
non." WV  No.  903,  23  November  2007).  an 
event  at  which  sales  of  The  Logan  Dossier 
were  brisk,  did  not  oh-so-politely  "lake 
umbrage."  but  rather  forthrightly  stated  that; 
“We  took  issue  with  Palmer's  call  at  the 
end  of  his  presentation  for  ’revolutionary 
regroupment’  among  leftists,  a sentiment 
echoed  by  the  BT  and  Solidarity.  Regroup- 
ment generally  results  from  big  changes 
in  the  objective  situation,  usually  victo- 
ries. and  involves  a process  of  splits  and 
fusions.  The  Bolshevik  Revolution  (Octo- 
ber 1917).  toward  the  end  of  the  terrible 
world  war.  impelled  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  former  left  social  democrats, 
anarchists  and  syndicalists  (Cannon  among 
them)  to  re-examine  their  political  pro- 
grams. laying  the  basis  for  the  founding 
of  the  Third  (Communist)  International 
and  the  construction  of  Communist  par- 
ties around  the  world. 

“Calls  for  regroupment  are  hollow  in  this 
period  of  deep  reaction,  shaped  above  all 
by  the  countcTTevoluiionary  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92.  a world- 
histonc  defeat  for  the  working  class.  While 
the  bulk  of  the  left  internationally  either 
hailed  or  abetted  this  defeat,  we  Spartacists 
fought  to  the  end  against  the  restoration  of 
capitalism  in  the  Soviet  degenerated  work- 
ers state  and  the  deformed  workers  states 
of  Ea,st  and  Central  Europe." 

We  further  noted  that  the  BT’s  Tom 
Riley  "was  appealing  for  ‘unity’  to  an 
audience  that  consisted  largely  of  groups 
that  share  the  BT’s  crass  Stalinophobic 
appetites,  For  our  part,  we  find  such 
smarmy  appeals  for  'unity'  grote.sque  com- 
ing from  a group  whose  history  consists 
of  one  provocation  after  another  against 
us,  a group  that  has  dedicated  itself  to  our 
destruction.  Bill  Logan’s  BT  is  the  anti- 
thesis of  Cannon’s  Leninist  legacy." 

The  BT's  June  9 letter  affirms  the  point 
we  made  about  its  Stalinophobic  appe- 
tites when  it  repeats  its  “criticism  of  the 
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Boeing  Strike... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

aircraft  and  supply  customers  with  spare 
parts,  sapping  the  effectiveness  of  the 
strike.  With  SPEEA  opening  its  contract 
negotiations  next  month,  its  leaders  are 
not  only  helping  the  bosses  to  undercut 
the  1AM  strike,  but  also  setting  up  the 
engineers  for  defeat  by  instructing  the 
membership  to  work.  SPEEA  officials 
justify  this  betrayal  by  hiding  behind 
no-strike  contract  clauses — to  which  they 
agree  time  and  again  in  negotiations, 
Picket  lines  mean  don ’t  cross! 

Yesterday.  Workers  UwgMort/ salesmen 
observed  a union  truck  driver  stop  on  the 
way  into  the  huge  Everett.  Washington. 
Boeing  site  to  ask  Machinists  to  set  up  a 
picket  outside  a nearby  parts  supplier, 
as  she  could  by  contract  refuse  to  cross 
that  picket  line.  The  2005  strike  at  Boe- 
ing coincided  with  a strike  by  Northwest 
Airlines  AMFA  mechanics  and  cleaners. 
Some  Boeing  lAM  members  joined  the 
AMFA  pickets,  and  vice  versa,  even 
though  lAM  officials  at  Northwest  were 
engaged  in  brazen  strikebreaking.  For 
concrete  acts  of  labor  solidarity! 

For  their  part,  the  lAM  officials  are 
keeping  the  pickets  small.  Striking  work- 
ers told  WV  that  assigned  picket  duty 
is  only  once  every  two  weeks.  What  is 
needed  is  to  mobilize  mass  pickets  to  shut 
down  the  plants.  The  unions  at  Boeing 
should  set  a common  contract  expiration 
date.  Joint  negotiations  and  strike  action 
would  strengthen  the  unions’  collective 
muscle  and  provide  a springboard  to 
forming  a single  industrial  union  at  Boe- 
ing. incorporating  everyone  from  engi- 
neers to  production  workers  to  cleaners. 
As  a first  step,  the  strike  should  be 
extended  to  the  roughly  8.000  Machinists 
who  are  still  on  the  job  in  the  Boeing 
Integrated  Defense  Systems  unit.  In  2007. 
Boeing’s  revenue  from  its  military  orders 
nearly  matched  that  of  its  commercial  jet- 


liner production.  One  out,  alt  out! 

The  aerospace  industry  as  a whole  is 
crucial  to  the  ambitions  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. The  drive  by  the  aerospace  bos.scs  to 
boost  their  profits,  both  through  ratchet- 
ing up  the  exploitation  of  labor  at  home 
and  through  "outsourcing."  is  inextrica- 
bly bound  up  with  the  projection  of  U.S. 
military  might  abroad.  The  U.S.  prole- 
tariat must  oppose  the  imperialist  pil- 
lage carried  out  by  "its  own”  govern- 
ment. from  the  occupations  of  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan  to  the  mounting  military 
provocations  against  Iran. 

But  the  labor  bureaucracy  pushes  the 
lie  that  there  is  a partnership  between 
labor  and  the  filthy  rich  capitalists 
who  run  the  country,  that  American  work- 
ers share  a common  "national  interest" 
with  their  exploiters.  lAM  head  Tom 
Buffenbarger  expresses  this  view  in  his 
statements  around  the  controversial  $40 
billion  air  tanker  contract  originally 
awarded  by  the  Pentagon  to  Northrop 
Grumman  and  the  parent  company  of  Air- 
bus earlier  this  year:  "How  we  could  turn 
over  the  crown  jewel  of  support  for  our 
nation’s  Air  Force  to  foreign  manufactur- 
ers is  beyond  me." 

Like  the  rest  of  the  labor  officialdom. 
Buffenbarger  is  committed  to  defense  of 
the  profit  system,  expressed  through  the 
bureaucracy’s  loyalty  to  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party.  After  Hillary  Clinton 
spoke  at  the  lAM  convention  today, 
the  union  formally  endorsed  Democratic 
candidate  Barack  Obama  for  imperial- 
ist Commander-in-Chief.  Illinois  Sena- 
tor Obama  is  already  Boeing’s  man  The 
company,  which  is  headquartered  in  Chi- 
cago. took  out  a full-page  ad  congratulat- 
ing him  on  the  nomination.  From  Scoop 
Jackson  to  Richard  Gephardt.  Boeing  has 
a long  history  of  keeping  Democratic 
Party  politicians  in  its  hip  pocket.  Gep- 
hardt. whom  the  lAM  endorsed  for  pres- 
ident for  the  2004  elections,  was  hired 
by  Boeing  to  help  negotiate  the  sellout 
contract  ending  the  2005  strike.  The  labor 


bureaucracy’s  fealty  to  the  Democratic 
Party  has  resulted  in  a lengthy  string  of 
defeats  for  organized  labor. 

Boeing  is  further  counting  on  the  lAM 
bureaucrats  to  divert  the  power  of  the 
striking  membership  into  the  trap  of  pro- 
tectionism. Boeing  is  one  of  the  nation’s 
largest  exporters  and  now  has  contracts 
with  22,000  aerospace  companies  and 
suppliers  worldwide  for  parts  and  other 
services  to  drive  down  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion and  increase  profits.  But  protection- 
ism only  gives  aid  to  the  company's  bot- 
tom line,  directing  workers'  anger  again.st 
"foreign  labor"  instead  of  against  the 
greedy  bosses.  What  the  strikers  need  is 
a fighting  alliance  of  Boeing  workers 
in  the  U.S..  Japan  and  everywhere  else 
that  jet  parts  are  produced — interna- 
tional workers  solidarity,  not  the  "Fly 
Made  in  the  USA"  bleating  of  chauvinist 
trade-union  tops. 

Today,  with  more  than  one-third  of 
Boeing’s  active  fleet  worldwide  contain- 
ing parts  and  assemblies  built  in  China, 
the  lAM  bureaucrats  are  especially  exer- 
cised over  the  possibility  of  "technol- 
ogy transfer"  to  China,  a bureaucratically 
deformed  workers  stale  where  capitalist 
rule  was  overthrown  by  the  1949  Revo- 
lution. As  we  wrote  in  "Protectionism 
vs.  Class  Struggle:  Exchange  on  Boeing 
Strike”  (WVNo.  634.  1 December  1995) 
in  response  to  a letter  to  Workers  Van- 
guard from  a Portland  lAM  official.  “The 
lAM  leadership  has  placed  itself  at  the 
center  of  an  anti-Communist  campaign 
against  ‘totalitarianism’  in  China.  This 
dovetails  all  too  neatly  with  the  counter- 
revolutionary designs  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism.... Not  only  would  the  restoration 
of  capitalism  in  the  most  populous  coun- 
try on  the  planet  mean  even  more 
’cheapening  of  labor.’  it  would  neces- 
sarily bring  to  white  heat  the  rivalries 
over  the  spoils  between  U.S.  and  Japa- 
nese imperialism.”  It  is  the  duty  of 
workers^n  the  U.S.  and  internationally 
to  defend  China  against  capitalist  resto- 


ration and  imperialist  attack. 

The  2002  contract  gave  Boeing  the 
opening  to  use  outside  companies  to 
deliver  parts  to  the  factory  floor,  work 
previously  handled  by  the  lAM.  This  con- 
tract was  rejected  by  a majority  of  Machin- 
ists. But  it  went  into  effect  because  a 
bureaucratic  provision  in  the  lAM  consti- 
tution requires  a two-thirds  majority  for  a 
strike,  which  was  not  achieved.  Today  the 
non-union  North  Carolina  subcontractor 
New  Breed  delivers  parts  for  the  787 
assembly  lines.  Meanwhile,  the  Dream- 
liner’s wings  and  fuselage  are  manufac- 
tured m Italy  and  Japan  and  by  other 
companies  in  Kansas  and  South  Carolina. 
lAM  officials  want  additional  language 
in  the  contract  furthering  the  union’s  abil- 
ity to  underbid  outsourced  work.  i.e.. 
an  opportunity  to  push  speedup  on  its 
own  members.  "We’re  trying  to  show 
them  a way  to  run  the  business  better.” 
Buffenbarger  said.  “We  can  save  them 
money,  or  make  them  money"  (Seattle 
Times.  7 September). 

Instead  of  participating  in  a race  to  the 
bottom,  the  lAM  should  launch  an  all-out 
campaign  to  organize  the  increasing  num- 
bers of  non-union,  lower-wage  aerospace 
workers  in  the  U.S.  One  place  to  start  is 
the  new  and  growing  "Southern  aero- 
space corridor."  Any  organizing  drive  in 
the  "right  to  work”  South,  where  the 
racist  legacy  of  slavery  and  Jim  Crow 
segregation  has  always  served  to  head  off 
labor  struggle,  must  center  on  the  fight 
for  black  rights  as  well  as  the  rights  of 
immigrant  workers.  To  prepare  for  the 
battles  ahead,  there  needs  to  be  a fight  to 
replace  the  labor  bureaucracy  with  a lead- 
ership committed  to  mobilizing  labor's 
power,  independently  of  the  capitalist 
state  and  politicians,  in  the  interests  of  all 
the  exploited  and  oppressed.  This  fight  is 
part  of  forging  a workers  party  capable 
of  leading  struggles  not  only  to  improve 
present  conditions  but  to  do  away  with 
the  entire  system  of  capitalist  wage  slav- 
ery. Victory  to  the  I AM  Boeing  strike!  ■ 


SL’s  salute  to  Yuri  Andropov,  the  butcher 
of  the  Hungarian  workers'  revolution  of 
1956."  It  is  hardly  a slip  of  the  pen  when 
the  BT  refers  to  Hungary  as  a “workers 
revolution”  as  opposed  to  a proletarian 
political  revolution.  The  1956  Hungary 
uprising  was  led  by  pro-socialist  workers 
again.st  the  ruling  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
and  in  defense  of  the  workers  slate.  As 
Trotskyists,  we  supported  the  Hungarian 
workers  and  opposed  their  suppression  by 
the  Kremlin  Stalinists. 

Nor  is  it  an  accident  that  the  BT  was 
horrified  by  our  refusal  to  bend  with  the 
winds  of  Cold  War  II.  including  our  jocu- 
lar dubbing  as  the  "Yuri  Andropov  Bri- 
gade" a busload  of  sympathizers  and  ex- 
members going  to  Washington.  D.C.  in 
1982  to  participate  in  a labor/black  mobi- 
lization against  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  that 
flew  in  the  face  of  Reagan  reaction.  Nor 
was  it  an  accident  that  the  BT  landed  in 
the  camp  of  the  pro-imperialist  reformists 
when  it  later  renounced  our  call.  "Hail 
Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!"  when  the 
Soviet  Union  intervened  in  that  country 


on  behalf  of  elementary  human  progress 
and  in  defense  of  its  southern  borders. 
These  are  all  BT  admission  tickets  to 
the  anti-Soviet.  anii-Spartacist  reformist 
swamp,  laced  with  the  BT's  obsessive 
haired  for  and  very  dubious  machinations 
against  our  organization. 

At  every  demonstration  for  Mumia’s 
freedom,  our  comrades  argued  communist 
politics,  seeking  to  link  the  capitalist 
frame-up  of  this  courageous  "voice  of  the 
voiceless”  to  the  imperialists’  racist  "war 
on  terror."  the  occupations  of  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  and  raising  the  urgent  need 
for  the  unconditional  military  defense 
of  the  deformed  workers  stales  of  China, 
Cuba.  North  Korea  and  Vietnam.  These 
po.sitions  necessarily  cut  against  those 
of  anti-Communist  social  democrats  like 
Socialist  Action  and  the  BT  itself.  In 
retaliation,  the  reformists’  inveedve  against 
us.  augmented  by  their  dubious  BT  quis- 
lings. is  redolent  of  the  vicious  red- 
baiting visited  upon  Cannon's  International 
Labor  Defense,  defense  arm  of  the  early 
Communist  Party,  during  the  course  of  the 
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fight  to  free  anarchist  workers  Sacco  and 
Vanzetti  (see  "Lessons  of  the  Fight  to  Free 
Sacco  and  Vanzetti.”  WV  Nos.  897  and  898. 
31  August  and  14  September  2007). 

We  turn  again  to  comrade  Trotsky’s 
work  cited  at  the  beginning  of  this  article: 
“We  are  now  in  the  period  of  principled 
self-clarification  and  merciless  demar- 
cation from  opportunists  and  muddlers. 


This  is  the  only  avenue  to  the  highway 
of  revolution.”  As  to  the  BT’s  road:  it  is 
more  provocateur  than  political  opponent 
and  as  such  it  is  open  to  anyone’s  bidding. 
Its  lies  and  slanders  are  the  weapons  of 
choice  for  a bitter  and  vicious  gang  of 
renegades.  Its  purpose  is  to  give  ammu- 
nition to  the  forces  arrayed  against  us. 
Caveat  emptorfw 


Spartacist  Forums 


Democrats  Spearhead  Anti-China  Crusade 
Down  With  Imperialist  and  Dalai  Lama  Provocations! 

Defend  the  Gains 
of  the  1949  Chinese  Revoiution! 

For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Saturday 
Sept.  13,  5 p.m. 

Centro  del  Pueblo 
474  Valencia  Street 

(one  block  from  . 
leth  Street  BART) 

(510)  839-0651 
slbayarea@sbcgiobal  net 


TORONTO 


Saturday 
Sept.  27,  7 p.m. 

Ontario  Institute  for 
Studies  in  Education 
Room  4414 
252  Bloor  Street  West 
(at  St.  George  Subway) 
(416)  593-4138 
spartcan@on.aibn  com 


VANCOUVER 


Saturday 
Oct.  4,  2 p.m. 

Roundhouse 
Community  Centre 
181  Roundhouse  Mews 
Multimedia  Room 
(corner  of  Davie  St./Pacific  Bfvd.) 
(604)  687-0353 

trotskyi$t_vancouver@shawcable  com 


Obama/McKinney/McCain-Class  Enemies  of  Workers,  Oppressed 

Elections  and  the  Imperial  Presidency: 
A Marxist  Analysis 

For  a Workers  Party  to  Fight  for  a Workers  Government! 


CHICAGO 


For  more  information:  (312)  563-0441 
chicagospanacist@sbcglobal.net 


Saturday 

September  20,  5 p.m. 

University  of  Illinois-Chtcago  Campus 
Room  TBA 
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WORKdtS  VAHCUAUP 


to  the  lAM 


We 


Mulligan/The  Herald 

September  5;  Machinists  walk  out  of  Boeing  plant  in  Everett,  Wash- 
ington. to  attend  a union  rally.  lAM  strike  began  hours  later. 


Victory 

Boeing 

SEPTEMBER  8 — Chanting  "Union  pow- 
er!”. over  27,000  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Machinists  and 
Aerospace  Workers  (lAM)  at  Boeing 
commercial  airplane  factories  walked  off 
the  job  early  Saturday  for  the  second  time 
in  three  years.  Pickets  went  up  at  plants 
around  the  Seattle/Puget  Sound  region 
and  in  Oregon  and  Kansas  after  last- 
minute  contract  talks  collapsed.  Angered 
by  subpar  contracts  in  2002  and  2005. 
Machinists  are  ready  and  determined  to 
fight.  “We're  staying  out  to  the  end."  one 
black  striker  told  Workers  Vanguard.  “It 
is  going  to  be  something  like  Boeing  has 
never  seen  before  " 

Two  days  earlier,  weeks  of  protests 
against  the  arrogant  Boeing  Corporation 
— the  world's  largest  producer  of  jetlin- 
ers and  military  aircraft — culminated  in 
87  percent  of  the  workers  voting  to  strike, 
decisively  rejecting  the  company's  “final 
offer."  When  union  leaders  followed  up 
by  announcing  a 48-hour  delay  in  the 


Strike! 

strike  to  accommodate  federal  mediators 
and  the  Democratic  governor  of  Washing- 
ton. they  were  shouted  off  stage  by  out- 
raged Machinists.  During  the  company's 
two-day  reprieve,  some  30  percent  of  the 
workforce  reportedly  stayed  home  while 
those  on  the  job  worked  to  rule. 

Both  sides  are  digging  in  for  the  battle. 
The  aerospace  giant  is  flush  with  $13  bil- 
lion in  profits  over  the  last  five  years,  and 
it  wants  to  pocket  more  by  dividing  and 
gutting  its  unions.  Boeing  is  directing  its 
fire  at  new-hires.  intending  to  eliminate 
their  pensions  and  retiree  medical  benefits 
altogether,  and  similarly  wants  to  cut  off 
survivor  benefits,  Meanwhile,  in  2006  the 
company  did  not  contribute  one  penny  to 
fund  the  1AM  pension  plan  but  shelled 
out  $522  million  for  executive  pensions. 
Its  wage  proposal  is  grossly  inadequate, 
with  more  than  4,000  Machinists  cur- 
rently earning  less  than  $30,000  a year 
because  of  a tiered  wage  structure. 
Another  key  issue  is  outsourcing. 


All  labor  has  a stake  in  the  strike's 
outcome.  A hard  fight  by  the  Machin- 
ists could  stem  the  tide  of  labor  give- 
backs,  breathe  life  into  the  manufacturing 
unions  and  inspire  wider  class  struggle. 
The  strikers  are  in  a strong  position.  The 
demand  for  fuel-efficient  aircraft  is  high, 
and  Boeing  has  a record  commercial 
order  backlog  totaling  $275  billion.  Its 
prized  787  Dreamliner  is  already  14 
months  late  for  delivery,  and  the  com- 
pany is  under  a lot  of  pressure  to  meet  its 


schedule  as  it  faces  stiff  competition  from 
Airbus  in  Europe.  With  the  strike  so  far 
halting  the  production  of  jets,  Boeing  is 
losing  as  much  as  $120  million  a day  in 
revenue. 

However,  the  plants  remain  open,  with 
other  Boeing  workers  crossing  picket  lines, 
including  members  of  the  21,000-strong 
Society  of  Professional  Engineering  Em- 
ployees in  Aerospace  (SPEEA).  As  a 
result,  Boeing  plans  to  deliver  assembled 
continued  on  page  / / 


Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrants! 


595  Immigrant  Workers 
Rounded  Up  in  Mississippi 


SEPTEMBER  8 — On  August  25.  Bureau 
of  Immigration  and  Customs  Enforce- 
ment (I.C.E.)  agents  raided  a Howard 
Industries  transformer  plant  in  Laurel. 
Mississippi,  detaining  595  workers,  most 
of  them  from'Mexico.  for  immigration 
violations.  This  was  the  biggest  immigra- 
tion raid  on  a single  plant  in  U.S.  history, 
surpassing  the  raid  on  the  Agriprocessors 
meatpacking  plant  in  Postville,  Iowa,  in 
May.  when  nearly  400  workers  were 
rounded  up.  Nearly  500  children,  most  of 
them  under  five  years  of  age.  had  one  or 
both  parents  arrested  in  Laurel.  The  head 
of  the  Mississippi  Immigrants  Rights  Alli- 
ance (MIRA)  declared;  “People  in  the 
Latino  community  are  afraid  to  go  out  of 
their  homes.  In  many  cases  they  are  afraid 
to  go  to  work"  (Reuters.  26  August). 

This  latest  mass  arrest  of  immigrant 
workers,  many  of  whom  are  reportedly 
union  members,  came  as  Local  1317  of 
the  International  Brotherhood  of  Electri- 
cal Workers  (IBEW)  was  engaged  in  con- 
tract negotiations  with  Howard  Indus- 
tries. As  in  Postville.  where  the  United 
Food  and  Commercial  Workers  (UFCW) 
had  been  trying  to  organize  the  Agri- 
processors  plant  for  at  least  two  years, 
these  raids  show  the  union-busting  that 
goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  government’s 


anti-immigrant  onslaught. 

As  in  the  Postville  raid,  those  rounded 
up  at  Howard  face  not  only  deportation 
but  lengthy  prison  sentences,  So  far.  eight 


have  been  charged  with  “identity  theft." 
In  the  Agriprocessors  raid,  hundreds  of 
immigrants  were  sentenced  to  five-month 
prison  sentences  before  deportation.  Many 


of  those  arrested  at  Howard  could  also  be 
charged  under  Mississippi’s  draconian 
SB  2988  law.  which  makes  working  with 
false  papers  a felony  punishable  by  up  to 
five  years  in  prison.  This  sinister  escala- 
tion of  anti-immigrant  repression  is  a 
threat  to  the  entire  labor  movement.  An 
injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all!  Drop 
all  charges!  No  deportations!  Free  the 
detainees  now! 

Most  of  those  arrested  in  the  Howard 
Industries  raid  were  whisked  out  of  the 
state  and  locked  up  in  an  immigration 
detention  center  in  Jena.  Louisiana.  Jena  is 
the  city  where  tens  of  thousands  marched 
last  year  against  Jim  Crow  justice  after 
six  black  youths  faced  a series  of  felony 
charges  for  defending  themselves  after 
months  of  intense  racist  harassment  and 
threats  of  violence.  The  hellish  conditions 
in  such  detention  centers  have  been  ex- 
posed in  several  New  York  Times  articles 
that  have  noted  the  scores  of  immigrants 
who  have  died  in  the  past  few  years  while 
in  custody.  The  most  recent  piece  (13  Au- 
gust) concerned  Hiu  Lui  Ng,  a Chinese 
computer  engineer  and  New  York  City 
resident  who  was  anested  while  applying 
for  his  green  card.  After  months  of  being 
denied  medical  treatment  for  excruciating 
continued  on  page  9 


Drop  All  Charges!  No  Deportations! 

Unions:  Organize  and  Defend  Immigrant  Workers! 
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Wells  Fargo 


Lehman  Brothers 


■ ir? 


As  foreclosures  mount,  desperate  homeowners  tine  up  for  credit  counseling  in  Washington,  D.C.,  this  July  (left). 


VW  Graphic,  Chart  Source  Bloomberg,  Photo:  Getty 


Wall  Street  Nightmare 
Stalks  Working  People 


Break  with  the  Democrats,  Repuhlicans— 
For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 

For  a Socialist  Planned  Economy! 


" Robbing  a bank's  no  crime  com- 
pared to  owning  one!" 

— Bertolt  Brecht,  Happy  End 
SEPTEMBER  22 — The  mushrooming 
economic  crisis  that  exploded  on  Wall 
Street  this  month,  triggered  by  the  col- 
lapse of  the  housing  price  bubble  last 
year,  reduced  some  of  the  country’s,  in- 
deed the  world’s,  most  powerful  financial 
institutions  to  twisted  wreckage.  On  Sep- 
tember 7.  the  Bush  administration  nation- 
alized the  two  home  finance  giants.  Fan- 
nie Mae  and  Freddie  Mac — which  hold 
or  guarantee  half  of  all  U.S.  residential 
mortgages — pledging  a bailout  of  up  to 
$200  billion.  One  week  later.  Lehman 
Brothers,  an  investment  bank  with  assets 
greater  than  the  gross  domestic  product  of 
Argentina,  abruptly  filed  for  bankruptcy. 
Meanwhile.  Wall  Street  colossus  Merrill 
Lynch  (’‘We're  bullish  on  America”) 
averted  collapse  by  selling  itself  at  a fire- 
sale  price  to  Bank  of  America.  Fearing  a 
worldwide  financial  panic,  the  Federal 
Reserve  (the  U.S.  central  bank)  arranged 
an  $85  billion  bailout  for  the  American 
International  Group  (A.I.G.).  one  of  the 
world’s  biggest  insurance  companies,  with 
the  government  taking  over  an  80  percent 
share  of  the  firm’s  ownership. 

For  years.  Wall  Street  fat  cats  raked  in 
multimillion-dollar  salaries  and  bonuses 
as  they  gambled  their  banks’  money  on 


various  speculative  schemes,  most  re- 
cently on  the  U.S.  housing  market.  Now 
that  the  housing  bubble  has  burst,  it  is  not 
enough  that  millions  are  in  danger  of  los- 
ing their  homes;  working  people  are  now 
forced  to  watch  as  their  tax  dollars  are 
spent  on  bailouts  to  replenish  the  coffers 
of  those  responsible  for  their  ruin.  Both 
presidential  candidates.  Democrat  Barack 
Obama  and  Republican  John  McCain, 
have  only  minor  objections  to  the  bailout 
plans.  Now  the  Bush  administration  is 
proposing  an  even  vaster  bailout — the 
largest  in  U.S.  history — in  which  the 
government  would  buy  banks’  troubled 
mortgage-related  assets  to  the  tune  of  up 
to  $700  billion!  New  York  Times  business 
columnist  Joe  Nocera  likened  the  pro- 
posal to  a Hail  Mary  pass  in  football, 
remarking  that  "most  of  the  time  they  fail." 
-Many  working  people  are  rightly  furious 
that  more  than  a half-trillion  dollars  were 
found  to  bail  out  Wall  Street  while  mil- 
lions are  without  jobs  and  health  care  and 
face  the  threat  of  losing  their  homes. 

With  the  economy  already  sliding  into 
recession,  the  financial  meltdown  threat- 
ens a much  deeper  economic  crisis.  Credit 


markets  internationally  froze  up  quickly 
last  week  as  fearful  bankers  hesitated 
to  lend — even  to  each  other — and  inves- 
tors shifted  their  money  into  the  safest 
havens,  like  U.S.  Treasury  bills  and  gold. 
Even  money  market  funds,  which  have 
long  been  regarded  as  just  as  secure  as 
T-bills,  are  in  trouble.  After  the  oldest 
such  fund,  the  Reserve  Primary  Fund, 
redeemed  its  investors’  deposits  by  paying 
only  97  cents  on  the  dollar,  the  govern- 
ment rushed  to  commit  up  to  $50  billion 
to  stanch  a wave  of  withdrawals  from 
money  market  funds  that  resembled  a 
classic  bank  run. 

The  choking  off  of  credit  means  that 
busines.ses  will  slash  investment  plans 
while  consumer  spending — which  ac- 
counts for  two-thirds  of  the  country’s 
economic  activity — will  take  yet  another 
hit.  At  the  same  time,  the  living  standards 
of  working  people  are  being  driven  down 
by  a sharp  increase  in  the  inllation  rate, 
especially  for  food,  gasoline  and  utilities. 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  (I8  September) 
titled  a front-page  article:  "Worst  Crisis 
Since  ’30s.  With  No  End  Yet  in  Sight.” 

It  could  scarcely  be  clearer  that  work- 


ing people  need  a party  that  fights  for 
their  class  interests,  a workers  party 
committed  to  sweeping  away  the  capital- 
ist system  through  socialist  revolution. 
We  stand  for  the  political  independence 
of  the  working  class  from  the  capitalist 
class  enemy.  We  are  opposed  to  any 
political  support  to  any  capitalist  politi- 
cian— Democrat.  Republican.  Green  or 
“Independent.”  A vote  for  any  bourgeois 
candidate  is  a vote  of  confidence  in  the 
reformability  of  capitalism  and  a vote 
against  the  need  for  socialist  revolution. 

The  burgeoning  financial  crisis  high- 
lights the  destructive  irrationality  of  the 
capitalist  system.  Since  last  August,  when 
nearly  the  entire  spectrum  of  credit  mar- 
kets first  seized  up.  the  U.S.  and  other 
central  banks  have  provided  hundreds  of 
billions  of  dollars  in  short-term  loans  to 
large  banks — in  addition  to  pledging  hun- 
dreds of  billions  more  in  bailouts.  Yet  the 
highest  pinnacles  of  finance  capital  con- 
tinue to  totter  as  major  financial  institu- 
tions such  as  Washington  Mutual,  the 
country's  largest  savings  and  loan,  scram- 
ble to  stave  off  bankruptcy. 

continued  on  page  H 
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Letter 


Why  Trotskyists  Said 

“Stop  Solidarnosc 
Counterrevolution!” 


Editor.  Workers  Vanguard; 

■'A  trade  union  led  by  reactionary  fakers 
organi7.es  a strike  against  the  admission 
of  Negro  workers  into  a certain  branch  of 
industry.  Shall  we  support  such  a shame- 
ful strike?"  (Leon  Trotsky,  In  Defense  of 
Marxism,  page  30.) 

"No  self-rcsp(ec)ting  trade  unionist, 
no  supporter  of  the  workers  movement, 
and  certainly  no  communist  crosses 
picket  lines,  ever”  (Workers  Vanguard. 
15  March  1996.  page  3) 

As  a means  of  putting  forth  political 
ideas,  leftists  frequently  find  it  necessary 
to  sloganize;  to  reduce  their  concept  to 
a few  brief  words,  suitable  for  chanting 
or  putting  on  a picket  sign.  This  always 
involves  a trade-off;  what  you  gain  in 
brevity  and  simplicity  often  involves  a 
loss  of  precision  and  accuracy. 


This  is  especially  the  case  with  one  of 
the  Spartacist  League’s  favorite  slogans. 
"Picket  Lines  Mean  Don't  Cross."  This 
formalistic  formulation  is  a boiled-down 
expression  of  working-class  unity,  of  soli- 
darity. and  it  [is]  appropriate  95  times  out 
of  100.  But  in  the  other  five  cases,  the  for- 
mal answer  can  be  a wrong  answer. 

Within  the  range  of  worker/employer 
conflict  it  is  usually  appropriate.  But 
every  picket  line  has  a political  aspect. 
Some  may  involve  jurisdictional  issues, 
in  which  case  it  is  necessary  to  examine 
the  situation  carefully  to  determine  which 
side  best  serves  the  interest  of  the  work- 
ing class  as  a whole. 

Some  picket  lines  are  not  union  lines  at 
all.  but  are  openly  political.  Reactionar- 


ies and  racists  sometimes  set  up  picket 
lines,  and  a formal  position  that  no  picket 
line  should  ever  be  crossed  can  put  left- 
ists in  the  position  of  supporting  right- 
wing  positions. 

But  nevertheless,  the  original  concept 
is  basically  correct.  What  it  implies  is 
class  solidarity.  It  means  we  make  a pre- 
sumption of  solidarity  with  the  picketers. 
We  do  not  ask  them.  "Are  your  demands 
just  and  appropriate?"  Instead  we  say.  "If 
you  are  ready  and  willing  to  fight  the 
bosses,  we  will  help  in  whatever  way  we 
can,  first  of  all  by  supporting  your  picket 
line.” 

All  of  this,  of  course,  is  merely  the 
carrying  out  in  practice  of  the  old  marx- 
ist  principle  that  the  working  class  is  the 
only  truly  revolutionary  class  in  modem 
times.  Revolutionaries  try  to  work  with- 
in working  class  organizations,  such  as 
unions,  to  win  the  worker-members  to  a 
revolutionary  point  of  view.  Most  of  the 
time,  most  members  and  almost  all  union 
leaders  are  not  very  revolutionary. 

In  such  cases,  leftists  have  often  aban- 
doned the  main-stream  unions  and  tried 
to  set  up  alternative,  revolutionary  unions. 
This  "dual-union”  policy  has  often  been 
tried  in  the  past.  It  invariably  leads  to 
the  isolation  of  the  revolutionary  forces 
and  a weakening  of  the  union  movement 
as  a whole.  For  good  reasons,  this  policy 
is  explicitly  rejected,  in  the  Transitional 
Program. 

This  means  that  the  attitude  of  revolu- 
tionaries towards  trade  unions  is  com- 
pletely different  from  their  attitude  towards 
political  parties.  The  revolutionary  con- 
tent of  a union  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
mass  organization  of  workers.  Whatever 
its  current  policies,  it  is  an  organization 
of  the  revolutionary  class,  and  revolu- 
tionaries must  be  a part  of  it,  must  sup- 
port it,  must  become  the  best  builders  of 
it.  in  spite  of  the  current  conservative  or 
reactionary  nature  of  its  policies  and 
leadership. 

The  revolutionary  content  of  a politi- 
cal party,  on  the  other  hand,  lies  in  its 
program.  To  support  a political  organiza- 
tion which  does  not  have  a revolutionary 
program  only  serves  to  confuse  and  dis- 
orient the  workers  among  its  member- 
ship. It  may  be  better  to  split  off  and 
establish  a smaller  organization  that  can 
put  forth  a clearer,  more  revolutionary 
program. 

The  key  aim  for  revolutionaries  in  a 
political  organization  is  clarity.  The  key 
aim  in  a class  organization,  such  as  a 
union,  is  unity.  In  a class  organization, 
revolutionaries  try  to  work  from  the  in- 
side, trying  to  win  the  workers  by  argu- 
ment and  example  to  a revolutionary  point 
of  view. 

It  is  in  this  area  that  the  Spartacist 
League  made  the  biggest  political  error  of 
its  history.  In  1981  it  called  for  the  smash- 
ing of  the  Polish  union.  Solidarity.  The 
Spartacist  League  was  opposed  to  Soli- 
darity from  the  very  beginning-  By  doing 
so.  it  won  for  it.self  a place  as  a footnote 
in  future  histories  of  the  Trotskyist  move- 
ment as  the  first  advocate  of  union- 
smashing  Trotskyism. 


There  were  actually  two  Polish  Soli- 
daritys.  The  original  Solidarity  was  a 
union,  organized  and  led  by  workers,  Its 
main  bases  were  the  factories,  mines,  rail- 
roads. shipyards  and  other  workplaces. 
Intellectuals,  students  and  farmers  played 
a supporting  but  subordinate  role.  It 
included,  at  its  peak,  over  90%  of  the  Pol- 
ish working  class. 

It  faced  an  almost  impossible  political 
situation;  how  to  improve  the  condition  of 
Polish  working  people  without  provoking 
a Soviet  invasion,  as  had  happened  in 
Hungary  in  1956  and  Czechoslovakia  in 
1968.  This  would  have  been  hard  enough 
to  work  out  in  an  open  society  with  full 
freedom  of  speech,  press  and  assembly. 
Under  a Stalinist  regime,  the  brief.  18- 
month  life-span  of  Solidarity  was  not 
enough  to  develop  a workable  solution. 

Certainly  the  role  of  Trotskyists  in  such 
a situation  was  to  work  within  Solidarity, 
argue  for  their  ideas,  present  their  pro- 
gram for  a development  leading  towards 
the  eventual  political  revolution  against 
the  Stalinist  regime  and  the  conversion 
of  the  "deformed"  workers’  state  into  a 
real  one.  This  after  all,  was  the  Trotskyist 
objective  for  all  of  the  East  European 
countries  at  that  time. 

After  the  Stalinist  government  cracked 
down  in  the  summer  of  1 98 1 . Lech  Walesa 
and  his  friends  in  the  church  took  over  the 
Solidarnosc  name  and  formed  a reformist 
political  party. 

Marion  Syrek 

Founding  member. 

the  Spartacist  League 

WV  replies: 

Marion  Syrek.  who  departed  our  organ- 
ization in  1968,  seeks  to  falsely  conflate, 
in  true  “third  camp"  fashion,  the  neces- 
sary suppression  of  counterrevolutionary 
Solidamos'c  in  military  defense  of  the 
Polish  deformed  workers  state  with  trade- 
union  questions  within  capitalist  coun- 
tries. Regarding  the  latter:  in  the  event  of 
picket  lines  of  a racist  or  otherwise  reac- 
tionary character,  we  seek  to  convince 
workers  who  are  under  the  sway  of  reac- 
tionary ideology  to  act  otherwise;  failing 
that,  we  seek  to  mobilize  the  most  class- 
conscious elements  of  the  working  class 
to  take  down  reactionary  picket  lines. 
As  to  the  dangers  of  "dual  unionism":  as 
someone  clearly  conversant  with  our  pub- 
lished material.  Syrek  should  know  that 
we  are  not  advocates  of  "dual  unionism" 
(i.e.,  the  formation  of  "red  unions”  as 
against  the  existing  bureaucratically  led 
trade  unions).  Rather  we  seek  to  build, 
through  political  struggle,  a revolutionary 
opposition  to  the  corrupt,  anti-Communist. 
pro-capitalist  union  bureaucracy  within 
the  current  mass  organizations  of  the 
working  class.  At  the  same  time,  we  do 
not  make  a fetish  of  the  existing  union 
structures.  For  revolutionaries,  this  ques- 
tion is  tactical,  dependent  upon  the  level 
of  proletarian  struggle  and  consciousness. 

The  real  crux  of  Syrek's  letter  is  an 
apology  for  those  who  stood  with  counter- 
revolutionary Solidarno^d  against  its  sup- 
pression in  Poland  in  1981.  Syrek  claim.s 
continued  on  page  7 
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TROTSKY 


Proletarian  Road  to  Black  Freedom 

Writing  in  the  decade  after  the  civil  rights 
movement,  we  noted  how  black  and  working 
people  have  been  chained  to  the  bourgeois 
order  through  the  agency  of  the  Democratic 
Party.  What  is  necessary  is  a fight  to  forge 
a revolutionary,  multiracial  workers  party 
that  leads  the  struggle  against  capitalist 
exploitation  and  racial  oppression,  which  in 
the  end  can  he  eradicated  only  with  the 
overthrow  of  the  American  capitalist  order 
through  socialist  revolution. 


LENIN 


Since  Roosevelt’s  New  Deal  and  the  mass  migrations  of  blacks  into  the  cities, 
insofar  as  black  people  have  not  been  excluded  from  the  American  political  process 
they  have  been  tied  to  the  Democratic  Party.  In  large  part  due  to  opportunist  betrayal  by 
the  American  Communist  Party.  Roosevelt  was  able  to  transform  the  Democrats  into  a 
rejuvenated  "people’s  party"  embracing  Stalinists  at  one  end  and  Dixiecrats  at  the 
other.  Even  after  decades  of  Democratic  administrations  have  brought  nothing  but 
bloody  imperialist  wars  and  token  amelioration  of  racial  discrimination  combined  with 
real  deterioration  of  black  living  standards,  black  people  still  vote  Democratic.  Their 
•I'sistance  to  the  assault  upon  the  limited  gains  of  the  civil  rights  movement  is  chan- 
neled into  the  dead  end  of  liberal  Democratic  Party  politics  by  black  Democrats  like 
Coleman  Young  and  Ron  Dellums  who  cohabit  in  the  same  party  with  George  Wallace 
and  "ethnic  purity"  Carter.... 

Unlike  chattel  slavery,  wage  slavery  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  black  workers  the 
objective  conditions  for  successful  revolt.  But  this  revolt  will  be  successful  only  if  it 
lakes  as  its  target  the  system  of  class  exploitation,  the  common  enemy  of  black  and 
white  workers.  The  struggle  to  win  black  activists  to  a proletarian  perspective  is  inti- 
mately linked  to  the  fight  for  a new.  multiracial  class-struggle  leadership  of  organized 
labor  which  can  transform  the  trade  unions  into  a key  weapon  in  the  battle  against 
racial  oppression.  Such  a leadership  must  break  the  grip  of  the  Democratic  Party  upon 
both  organized  labor  and  the  black  masses  through  the  fight  for  working-class  political 
independence.  As  black  workers,  the  most  combative  element  within  the  U.S.  working 
class,  are  won  to  the  cause  and  party  of  proletarian  revolution,  they  will  be  in  the  front 
ranks  of  this  class-struggle  leadership.  And  it  will  be  these  black  proletarian  fighters 
who  will  write  the  finest  pages  of  "black  history" — the  struggle  to  smash  racist,  impe- 
rialist America  and  open  the  road  to  real  freedom  for  all  mankind. 

— Preface.  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5 (Revised),  “What  Strategy  for  Black  Liberation? 

Trotskyism  vs.  Black  Nationalism”  (September  1978) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


We  Said  “Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!” 


Charlie  Wilson’s  War 


60  Minules 


Was  the  ISO’s  War 


Troops  out  of  AfgtKinlsranl 


Socialist  Worker 

(British  SWP) 

E-l'  % 

12  January  1980 

Just  as  soaalisis  welcomed  the 
defeat  ol  the  U S m Vietnam,  we 
welcome  the  defeat  of  the  Russians 
in  Afghanistan  It  will  give  heart  to 
all  those  inside  the  USSR  and  in 
Eastern  Europe  who  want  to  break 
the  rule  of  Stalin  s heirs. 


Socialist  Worker 

(United  States  ISO) 
May  1988 


Top:  Democratic  Texas  Congressman  Charlie  Wilson  In  Afghan  garb  with  mujahedin 
cutthroats  in  Afghanistan,  1988.  Above:  Cliffites  of  British  SWP  and  U.S.  ISO 
embraced  anti-Soviet  crusade  in  Afghanistan,  “welcomed”  withdrawal  of  Red  Army. 


After  spending  decades  in  bed  with 
the  most  vile  anti-Communisi  and 
woman-hating  forces  around  the 
world — from  Islamic  fundamentalists 
in  Afghanistan  and  Iran  to  clerical 
reactionary  Polish  Solidamo<t'  and 
Tibetan  monks — the  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  has  sud- 
denly decided  it  was  time  for  a 
morning-after  pill.  A September  9 
Web  posting  by  the  ISO  is  promoting 
a petition  by  faculty  at  the  University 
of  Texas  objecting  “to  the  establish- 
ment of  a chair  in  Pakistan  studies 
named  for  former  Texas  congressman 
and  misguided  cold  warrior  Charlie 
Wilson.”  Democratic  Congressman 
Wilson  played  a key  role  in  winning 
billions  in  CIA  funding  and  high-tech 
weaponry  for  the  Afghan  mujahedin 
fighting  the  Soviet  Red  Army  in  the 
1980s.  For  its  part,  the  ISO  would 
have  preferred  a less  "misguided” 

Cold  Warrior. 

Earlier  this  year,  in  a column  by  Joe 
Allen  (Socialist  Worker,  25  January), 
the  ISO  disparaged  the  movie  Charlie 
Wilson's  War,  which,  the  ISO  com- 
plains. paid  “a  fawning  homage  to 
America's  ’clandestine  services’.”  who 
were  “recruiting  largely  reactionary 
Islamic  forces  to  the  mujahedeen.” 
Allen’s  article.  “Charlie  Wilson’s  Not- 
So-Good  War.”  declares  that  "Holly- 
wood’s liberals  portray  the  Afghani- 
stan war  as  a great  triumph  in  the 
struggle  for  freedom,  when  it  should 
be  seen  as  another  savage  war  for 
empire  in  which  the  people  of  Afghan- 
istan continue  to  be  the  prime  targets." 
Reading  these  articles,  one  wouldn't 
know  that  the  ISO  ivos  for  the  Afghan 
mujahedin  long  before  they  were 
against  them. 

Well  before  the  Soviet  intervention 
into  Afghanistan  in  December  1979. 
Washington  started  funneling  arms  to 
the  mujahedin  from  the  moment  the 
Soviet-allied  People’s  Democratic 
Party  of  Afghanistan  (PDPA)  came  to 
power  in  April  1978  in  what  was 
essentially  a left-wing  military  coup 
with  popular  support  among  intellec- 
tuals and  government  workers.  The  PDPA 
embarked  on  a program  of  reforms  that 
included  canceling  peasant  debts,  carry- 
ing out  land  redistribution,  prohibit- 
ing forced  marriages  and  lowering  the 
bride  price  to  a nominal  sum.  They 
made  schooling  compulsory  for  girls  and 
launched  literacy  programs  for  women, 
building  600  schools  in  just  over  a year. 
These  measures  threatened  the  mullahs’ 
stranglehold  on  social  and  economic  life 
and  immediately  provoked  a murderous 
backlash.  The  earliest  bloody  confronta- 
tions were  over  women’s  literacy,  as 
PDPA  cadres  and  women  literacy  workers 
were  driven  from  villages  and  killed. 

The  PDPA  could  not  quell  the  muja- 
hedin insurgency,  which  was  heavily 
backed  by  the  U.S..  Pakistan  and  Iran 
(where  the  Islamic  theocracy  under  Aya- 
tollah Khomeini  had  come  to  power  in 
early  1979).  After  ignoring  repeated 
requests  for  military  aid.  including 
troops,  the  Soviet  Union,  fearing  the 
PDPA  regime  was  about  to  collapse, 
finally  sent  in  100.000  soldiers  to  combat 
the  Islamic  reactionaries.  The  imperialists 
seized  on  the  Red  Army  intervention  to 
launch  a renewed  Cold  War  drive.  As  the 
CIA  undertook  its  biggest  covert  opera- 
tion ever.  Afghanistan  became  the  front 
line  of  the  imperialists’  relentless  drive 
to  destroy  the  Soviet  Union.  The  threat 
of  a CIA-backed  Islamic  takeover  on 
ihe  USSR's  southern  fiank  posed  point- 
blank  unconditional  military  defense  of 
the  Soviet  degenerated  workers  state.  As 
we  wrote  at  the  time. 

"A  victory  for  the  Islamic-feudahsi 
insurgency  in  Afghanistan  wil!  not  only 
mean  a hostile,  imperialist-allied  state 
on  the  USSR’s  southern  border  It  will 


mean  the  extermination  of  the  Afghan 
left  and  the  reimposition  of  feudal  bar- 
barism— the  veil,  the  bnde  price.  More- 
over. the  Soviet  military  occupation 
raises  the  possibility  of  a social  revolu- 
tion in  this  wretchedly  backward  coun- 
try. a possibility  which  did  not  exist 
before." 

— Spartacist  (English-language 
edition)  No.  29.  Summer  1980 

We  unambiguously  declared.  "Hail  Red 
Army!  Extend  the  gains  of  the  October 
Revolution  to  Afghan  peoples!”  For  their 
part,  the  ISO  howled  with  the  imperi- 
alist wolves  when  the  Soviets  entered 
Afghanistan,  and  popped  champagne  corks 
when  the  Red  Army  was  withdrawn  nine 
years  later.  Since  Charlie  Wilson’s  war 
was  the  ISO’s  war.  we  are  left  wondering. 
"What’s  their  beef?”  The  exposures  of 
CIA  waterboarding,  extraordinary  rendi- 
tion and  secret  prison  black  sites  may 
make  being  on  the  same  side  as  the  CIA 
torturers  a bit  awkward.  Or  perhaps  laud- 
ing the  virtues  of  the  veterans  of  the  war 
against  the  Red  Army  isn't  the  kick  it  was 
before  the  September  1 1 attacks.  Or  it  just 
could  be  that  the  ISO — historically  allied 
with  the  international  tendency  led  by  the 
late  Tony  Cliff — is  irritated  that  no  credit 
is  being  given  to  their  role  in  drumming 
up  support  for  the  CIA-backed  cutthroats 
at  the  height  of  Cold  War  II.  Maybe  a 
“Tony  Cliff  chair”  is  what  they  are  after. 

Screaming  "Troops  Out  of  Afghani- 
stan” was  not  enough  for  the  ISO’s  then- 
parent  group,  the  British  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  (SWP).  SWP  leader  Paul  Fool 
succeeded  in  provoking  an  anti-Soviet 
fren/y  on  the  floor  of  Parliament,  by  right- 
wing  Tories  and  Labour  Parly  "lefts" 
alike,  through  incendiary  "exposes"  in  his 
Daily  Mirror  column  of  the  possibility 


that  British  meat — "our  beef’ — exported 
to  the  Soviet  Union  might  be  sent  to 
Soviet  soldiers  serving  in  Afghanistan. 

Today,  the  ISO  calls  Charlie  Wilson's 
War  “thoroughly  reactionary.”  There  is, 
for  example,  the  scene  where  wealthy 
right-wing  socialite  Joanne  Herring,  played 
by  Julia  Roberts,  tells  Wilson,  played  by 
Tom  Hanks.  “I  want  you  to  deliver  such  a 
crushing  defeat  to  the  Soviets  that  Com- 
munism crumbles.”  But  such  was  exactly 
the  position  of  the  ISO,  When  Soviet 
forces  pulled  out  of  Afghanistan  in  1988- 
89.  in  a futile  attempt  by  the  Kremlin  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  to  appease  the  imperi- 
alists. the  ISO  gloated:  "We  welcomed 
the  defeat  of  the  Russians  in  Afghanistan. 
It  will  give  heart  to  all  those  inside  the 
USSR  and  in  Eastern  Europe  who  want  to 
break  the  rule  of  Stalin’s  heirs”  (Socialist 
Worker,  May  1988).  Three  years  later, 
the  British  SWP  exulted;  "Communism 
has  collapsed-.  , It  is  a fact  that  should 
have  every  socialist  rejoicing”  (Socialist 
Worker  [Britain).  31  August  1991).  The 
ISO  could  have  scripted  the  lines  for 
crazed  anti-Communist  Zbigniew  Brze- 
zinski.  national  security  adviser  under 
Democrat  Jimmy  Caner  and  today  a for- 
eign policy  adviser  to  Barack  Obama, 
when  he  ranted;  "What  was  more  impor- 
tant in  the  world  view  of  history?  The 
Taliban  or  the  fall  of  the  Soviet  Empire? 
A few  stirred-up  Muslims  or  the  libera- 
tion of  Central  Europe  and  the  end  of  the 
Cold  War?” 

Charlie  Wilson 's  War  is  a thoroughly 
reactionary  movie.  The  film  peddles  anti- 
Soviet  lies  discredited  long  ago,  such  as 
that  Red  Army  troops  planted  toys  con- 
taining bombs  on  roadsides  in  order  to 
maim  Afghan  children.  Nowhere  does  the 


film  even  hint  that  long  before  the  Red 
Army  intervention,  the  U.S.  wa.s  fun- 
neling aid  to  the  mullahs  who  rose 
up  against  the  Afghan  government's 
modest  reforms  for  the  brutally  en- 
slaved women.  Ronald  Reagan’s  “free- 
dom fighters,"  with  whom  the  ISO 
sided,  were  exemplified  by  one  Gul- 
buddin  Hekmatyar.  the  largest  recip- 
ient of  American  aid,  who  had  a 
penchant  for  throwing  acid  at  the 
faces  of  unveiled  women.  Though  the 
mujahedin  fought  to  maintain  women 
in  purdah  (seclu.sion).  forced  them  to 
wear  the  suffocating  head-to-loe  hurka 
and  deprived  them  of  education  and 
medical  care,  the  film  ludicrously 
shows  unveiled  women  mixing  freely 
with  men  in  refugee  camps 

Meanwhile.  Jonathan  Neale  of  the 
ISO’s  erstwhile  comrades  of  the  Brit- 
ish SWP  (they  split  in  2001)  has  sud- 
denly discovered,  doubtless  after 
much  research,  that  "feminism  is  now 
very  weak  in  Afghanistan"!  The 
cause?  "In  the  1980s  Afghan  feminist 
women  supported  the  Russians  and 
their  violent  occupation”  (Socialist 
Worker  [Britain].  1 9 January).  The  "les- 
son for  today."  Neale  lectures,  is  “if  the 
left  allies  with  the  invader,  the  eventual 
resistance  will  hate  the  left,”  In  blam- 
ing the  present  condition  of  Afghan 
women  on  the  Soviet  Union  and  those 
women  who  fought  alongside  the  Red 
Army,  the  SWP  sounds  much  like  the 
Southern  "redeemers”  after  the  U.S. 
Civil  War  who  condemned  former 
slaves  for  joining  with  the  Union 
Army  as  it  marched  through  the  South. 

The  Soviet  military  intervention 
into  Afghanistan  was  one  of  the  few 
genuinely  progressive  acts  carried 
out  by  the  Soviet  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. opening  the  vista  of  social  lib- 
eration to  the  downtrodden  Afghan 
peoples.  It  underlined  the  Trotskyist 
understanding  that  despite  its  degen- 
eration under  a Stalinist  bureaucratic 
caste,  the  Soviet  Union  remained  a 
workers  state  embodying  the  historic 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution  of 
1917,  centrally  a planned  economy 
and  collectivized  property.  A Red  Army 
victory  posed  the  extension  of  the  social 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to 
Afghanistan  through  a prolonged  occu- 
pation and  the  country’s  integration  into 
the  Soviet  system.  The  Red  Army  troops, 
many  of  them  recruits  from  Soviet  Cen- 
tral Asia,  who  fought  against  the  CIA- 
backed  mujahedin  genuinely  believed 
they  were  fulfilling  their  internationalist 
duty.  And  so  they  were! 

This  military  intervention  in  defense 
of  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers  stale 
not  only  opened  up  the  possibility  of  tre- 
mendous gains  for  the  hideously  oppressed 
Afghan  peoples  but  offered  the  prospect  of 
reanimating  the  Bolshevik  program  of 
proletarian  revolutionary  internationalism 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  As  we  stressed  at  the 
time,  a genuinely  internationalist  perspec- 
tive toward  Afghanistan  required  a prole- 
tarian political  revolution  to  oust  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  and  return  the  Soviet 
Union  to  the  road  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

By  the  mid  1980s  the  Red  Army  had 
the  mujahedin  on  the  run.  Bui  as  we 
warned  from  the  outset,  the  Kremlin 
bureaucracy  cut  a deal  with  the  imperial- 
ists and  pulled  out.  When  in  1988-89 
Soviet  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev  with- 
drew Soviet  forces  from  Afghanistan,  we 
denounced  this  as  a crime  against  both 
the  Afghan  and  Soviet  peoples.  We 
stressed  to  Soviet  workers  and  soldiers 
that  it  was  far  better  to  defeat  counter- 
revolution in  Afghanistan  than  to  con- 
front it  in  Leningrad.  Events  have  bitterly 
and  amply  verified  our  warning  that  the 
Soviet  pullout  from  Afghanistan  would 
mean  a bloodbath  for  women  and  leftists. 
And  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy’s  treachery 
continued  on  page  II 
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Young  Spartaciis 


FOR  A \.«bo^-61^CK 

WQBILI7KTI0M  to  , 

DEFEUO  BLACK- CHIUJKW 

> >.  AND  COLUMBIA  POINT!  t 

SPARTfidSl  LEMUE^L  a 


Boston:  1970s  Fight  for  School  Integration 

As  Racist  Mobs  Rampaged, 
Liberals  and  Reformists  Knifed  Busing 


Young  Spartacus  (top).  Forman/Boslon  Herald  American 


October  1974:  Boston  rally  to  support  school  integration.  Spartacist  banner 
calls  for  defense  of  Columbia  Point  housing  project  against  race  terror  (top). 
Racist  anti-busing  mob  in  Boston  attacks  black  lawyer  Ted  Landsmark,  1976. 


We  print  below,  edited  for  publication, 
a class  on  Boston  busing  given  by  com- 
rade Irene  Gardner  to  youth  comrades 
doing  work  in  our  center  over  the  sum- 
mer. Today,  30  years  after  busing  was 
defeated  in  Boston,  the  school  system  is 
more  segregated  than  before  the  civil 
rights  movement,  and  impoverished  inner- 
city  schools  serve  as  holding  pens  for 
mostly  black  and  Latino  youth,  barely 
providing  even  the  pretense  of  education. 
This  makes  all  the  more  clear  the  need  to 
mobilize  the  social  power  of  the  multi- 
racial working  class  to  fight  for  free, 
quality,  integrated  education  for  all.  as 
part  of  the  struggle  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion to  end  the  system  of  wage  slavery 
as  a whole.  Our  fight  in  the  1970s  for 
labor/black  defense  of  bused  schoolchil- 
dren, of  busing  and  of  integration  pointed 
the  way  forward  for  this  struggle.  For 
more  on  the  fight  for  black  freedom,  see 
Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5 (Revised),  “What 
Strategy  for  Black  Liberation?  Trotsky- 
ism vs.  Black  Nationalism"  (September 
1978). 

* * * 

One  of  the  readings  for  this  class  was 
the  article  "Reactionaries  Oppose  Boston 
School  Busing"  from  Young  Spartacus  in 
May-June  of  1974,  before  the  Boston  bus- 
ing plan  was  implemented.  At  that  time  we 
didn’t  anticipate  the  virulent  racist  frenzy 
and  violence  that  was  going  to  take  place 
that  fall,  but  we  did  take  a clear  stand  in 
defense  of  busing  Irom  the  beginning.  We 
supported  busing  as  a minimal  application 
of  the  basic  democratic  right  of  black  peo- 
ple to  equality  in  education,  a minimal  step 
toward  integration;  although  busing  alone 
could  not  solve  either  the  problem  of  qual- 
ity education  or  of  racial  integration.  We 
sought  to  mobilize  the  working  class  to 
defend  desegregation  through  school  bus- 
ing as  a means  of  breaking  down  sharp 
racial  divisions  and  strengthening  the  basis 
for  united  class  struggle. 

In  1954  in  the  landmark  court  case 
Bnnvn  v.  Board  of  Education,  the  Supreme 
Court  struck  down  the  “separate  but  equal" 
doctrine  of  racial  segregation  that  had 
been  the  formal  law  of  the  land  since  the 
1890s  However,  the  later  Brouvi  decision 
of  1955  called  for  desegregation  with 


"all  deliberate  speed.”  which  meant  at  a 
snail’s  pace.  It  took  nearly  ten  years  for  a 
desegregation  plan  to  be  enacted  in  Bos- 
ton after  the  1965  Massachusetts  Racial 
Imbalance  Act  was  passed,  because  the 
issue  was  tossed  like  a hot  potato  from  the 
State  Department  of  Education  to  the  fed- 
eral courts  to  the  racist  Boston  School 
Committee.  Every  conceivable  legal  and 
political  obstacle  was  thrown  in  its  path, 
Boston  was  a quintessential  Democratic 
Party  stronghold.  Busing  was  killed  in 
Boston,  foreshadowing  its  defeat  nation- 
wide. by  an  alliance  of  racist  mobs  in  the 
streets  of  Boston  along  with  liberals  in 
Congress  who  made  sure  that  nobody  was 
bused  out  to  the  relatively  privileged 
schools  of  suburban  Boston.  There  was  a 
landmark  case  in  Detroit  where  the  court 
ruled  specifically  not  to  allow  busing  to 
the  suburbs,  and  that  was  used  as  a prece- 
dent. Busing  of  black  students  was  pur- 
posefully limited  to  neighborhoods  like 
South  Boston,  known  as  Southie.  one  of 
the  poorest  white  areas  outside  of  Appa- 
lachia. with  the  aim  of  pitting  poor  and 
working-class  whiles  against  blacks.  Dema- 
gogic politicians  inflamed  racist  senti- 
ments in  these  white  ethnic  enclaves  under 
the  watchwords  of  "neighborhood  schools" 
and  “stop  forced  busing." 


Just  a couple  examples  of  Boston  Dem- 
ocrats: you  Imow  the  Kennedys.  The  racist 
Boston  City  Council  president  Louise 
Day  Hicks,  who  made  herself  famous  by 
throwing  herself  in  front  of  the  buses  car- 
rying black  students,  ended  up  with  a seat 
in  Congress.  Slate  Representative  Ray 
Flynn  was  a co-founder  of  ROAR — that 
stood  for  “Restore  Our  Alienated  Rights." 
This  was  the  reactionary  umbrella  group 
that  organized  racist  mobs  throughout  the 
city.  He  became  the  "liberal"  mayor  of 
Boston  and,  later.  Clinton’s  ambassador 
to  the  Vatican. 

When  the  Boston  busing  plan  began  to 
be  implemented  in  the  fall  of  1974.  the 
desegregation  order  was  immediately  met 
with  a white  boycott  of  South  Boston 
High  School.  This  rapidly  escalated  into 
citywide  racist  mobilizations  and  lynch 
mob  terror.  It  exploded  the  minute  the 
buses  started  to  roll.  You  had  racial  slurs 
and  rocks  being  hurled  at  the  buses  carry- 
ing black  schoolchildren.  You  had  fren- 
zied mobs  roaming  the  streets  intimidat- 
ing and  assaulting  blacks.  The  NAACP 
office  was  firebombed,  A predominantly 
black  housing  project  called  Columbia 
Point  was  assaulted  by  night-riding  vigi- 
lantes. And  then  you  had  this  group  called 
the  South  Boston  Marshals,  which  was 


basically  a racist  paramilitary  grouping 
that  patrolled  the  area  against  "outside 
agitation."  This  meant  blacks  as  well  as 
the  anti-racist  militants  throughout  the  city. 

The  book  Common  Ground  by  J.  Anthony 
Lukas  gives  a good  flavor  of  what  hap- 
pened in  that  period.  At  the  time,  a lot  of 
our  comrades  were  living  in  Dorchester, 
which  is  in  the  southern  section  of  Bos- 
ton. There's  a whole  chapter  in  Common 
Ground  about  the  neighborhood  and  even 
the  street  I lived  on.  Black  families  were 
getting  firebombed.  A number  of  us  had 
to  move  very  quickly  out  of  Dorchester 
because  the  local  grocery  store  turned 
into  an  anti-busing  recruiting  center.  Very 
quickly,  the  city  had  polarized.  We  had  a 
number  of  black  comrades  visiting  the 
city  to  help  with  our  intervention,  and 
they  couldn’t  come  to  some  of  our  homes. 
This  was  the  kind  of  polarization  that  was 
going  on — the  pitched  battles  over  school 
integration. 

The  Fight  to  Implement  Busing 

This  raged  on  from  1974  to  1976.  We 
fought  to  defend  school  busing  an<f  called 
on  the  integrated  labor  movement — 
including  the  teachers,  the  bus  drivers,  the 
meatpackers  unions — to  organize  labor/ 
black  defense  of  the  bused  black  school- 
children.  By  the  way.  the  black  members 
of  the  meatpackers  union  had  a union  hall 
on  the  edge  of  South  Boston,  When  they 
were  coming  out  of  union  meetings  their 
car  windows  were  getting  smashed.  But 
the  meatpackers  union  leadership  did 
nothing  to  help  in  organizing  labor/black 
defense.  In  a lot  of  cases,  the  trade-union 
leaderships  didn’t  want  their  membership 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  labor/black 
defense.  They  played  a very  craven  role. 
In  some  cases  they  even  came  out  against 
busing. 

Against  the  narrow  limits  set  by  the 
federal  Judges,  we  called  to  extend  bus- 
ing to  the  suburbs  so  poor  kids,  black 
and  white,  could  have  a shot  at  a better 
education.  We  advocated  transitional  de- 
mands: jobs  for  all;  low-rent,  integrated, 
quality  public  housing;  and  quality  educa- 
tion for  all.  In  this  racist  society,  it  will 
lake  a socialist  revolution  to  secure  rpial- 
ity  education,  housing  and  jobs  !«.  i all 
black.  Latino  and  working-class  youth. 
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just  as  only  after  the  revolutionary  Civil 
War  smashed  the  slave  system  was  the 
way  opened  for  public  education  in  this 
country.  We  called  Boston  a "referendum 
on  racism."  The  attempt  to  stop  busing, 
whether  by  constitutional  amendment, 
court  action  or  mob  attacks  on  school 
buses,  was  the  opening  salvo  in  a danger- 
ous. right-wing  campaign  to  strip  black 
people  of  modest  gains  made  through  the 
civil  rights  movement’s  previous  two 
decades  of  struggle  for  democratic  rights. 

We  issued  a united-front  call  for  a 
broad  mobilization  around  the  slogan. 
"Stop  the  Racist  Attacks  Against  Black 
School  Children.”  This  call  is  printed  in 
the  Spartacus  Youth  League  pamphlet  The 
Fight  to  Implement  Busing.  We  called  on 
labor,  black  and  socialist  organizations  to 
use  their  influence  and  resources  to  build 
a massive  rally  against  racist  anti-busing 
terror.  Despite  a huge  amount  of  work — 
we  got  out  thousands  of  leaflets  all  over  the 
city,  we  went  to  labor  groups  and  other 
organizations — we  did  not  have  the  social 
weight  to  effect  a principled  united  front 
with  the  black  liberal  establishment  or  the 
left  groups  or  unions  at  the  time.  The  inte- 
gral^ union  movement  in  Boston  was  very 
weak,  and  the  black  liberals,  backed  up  by 
the  Workers  World  Parly  and  the  Social- 
ist Workers  Party  (SWP),  soon  jumped  in 
to  call  for  reliance  on  the  state  and  bring- 
ing in  federal  troops  who  supposedly 
would  defend  black  schoolchildren. 

1 want  to  talk  a bit  about  why  the  labor 
movement  in  Boston  was  so  weak — it  has 
to  do  with  the  history  of  Boston.  Before 
and  during  the  Civil  War.  Boston  was 
the  heart  of  the  anti-slavery  abolitionist 
movement.  Following  the  huge  influx  of 
Irish  and  Italian  immigrants  around  the 
turn  of  the  century.  Boston’s  blue-blooded 
Brahmins  placed  ethnic  white  ward  heel- 
ers. people  like  “Honey  Fitz”  Fitzgerald 
— that  was  John  F.  Kennedy's  grand- 
father— in  charge  of  the  city  administra- 
tion. There  was  a lot  of  patronage.  The 
city’s  ruling  class  retarded  industrial 
development  and  suppressed  attempts  to 
organize  trade  unions  in  Boston.  The 
Association  of  Catholic  Trade  Unionists 
was  an  organization  formed  to  counteract 
the  role  of  communists  in  the  unions.  It 
was  organized  in  the  1930s,  and  it  was 
very  prominent  in  Boston  and  New  York. 

By  the  time  of  the  CIO  organizing 
drives  in  the  1930s.  there  was  predomi- 
nantly only  light  industry  in  Boston.  In  the 
1800s  the  rich  Boston  merchants  had 
refused  to  allow  heavy  industry  into  Bos- 
ton proper.  They  wanted  to  maintain  the 
"serenity”  of  the  city.  After  the  decline 
of  textiles  and  shoemaking,  major  indus- 
try was  restricted  to  outlying  areas;  Gen- 
eral Electric  in  Lynn.  General  Motors 
in  Framingham.  General  Dynamics  in 
Quincy.  (We  had  supporters  working  in 
auto  in  Framingham  for  a while.)  The  city 
basically  was  not  touched  by  the  CIO 
organizing  drives  of  the  1930s. 

The  CIO  industrial  unions  were  being 
built  around  the  country,  in  mining  and 
especially  in  large  industries  like  steel 
and  auto.  Many  of  the  organizers  were 
members  of  the  Communist  Party  or  Trot- 


skyists. The  industrial  unionism  pushed 
by  the  Reds  meant  organizing  both  skilled 
and  unskilled  workers  in  the  same  union. 
That’s  how  a lot  of  blacks  got  organized 
into  the  unions — they  were  locked  out  of 
the  skilled  trades  traditionally  organized 
by  the  AFL.  It  was  very  significant  that 
this  did  not  happen  in  Boston.  Unlike 
Detroit  and  the  Midwest  generally,  there 
also  was  no  mass  migration  of  black  peo- 
ple from  the  South  into  Boston. 

The  black  liberal  petty  bourgeoisie  had 
a long  history  in  Boston.  In  1850  Boston 
had  significant  numbers  of  black  artisans, 
attracted  by  the  abolitionist  sentiment  and 
religious  liberalism  of  the  "Boston  Brah- 
mins.” A lot  of  blacks  settled  there  to 
open  up  small  businesses.  Over  the  dec- 
ades. the  black  petty  bourgeoisie  grew 
with  the  conscious  help  of  the  while 
liberal  establishment.  In  the  ’70s.  black 
businesses  were  bankrolled  by  the  banking/ 
insurance  giants.  White.  liberal  bourgeois 
establishments  helped  to  create  black 
liberal  political  coalitions  that  were  de- 
pendent on  City  Hall  handouts.  Ford 
Foundation  grants,  etc.  There  was  relative 
quiescence  in  places  like  Roxbury.  in 
the  black  community  in  Boston.  In  fact, 
Malcolm  X.  Martin  Luther  King  and 
Louis  Farrakhan  all  lived  in  Boston  at 
various  times,  but  they  weren't  prominent 
when  they  lived  there.  Over  time  the 
black  nationalists  were  unable  to  make 
any  serious  inroads  in  Boston,  although 
there  were  some  small  black  nationalist 
groups  like  De  Mau  Mau. 

Not  Federal  Troops,  but 
Labor/Black  Defense! 

When  we  fought  for  labor/black  de- 
fense of  busing  in  Boston,  we  pointed  to 
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Forty-three  people 
were  killed,  over 
7,000  arrested. 


the-clock  to  protect  his  house  and  his 
family  from  the  racists.  When  they  heard 
about  the  UAW-organized  labor  defense, 
the  racists  didn’t  mess  with  him  anymore. 
Other  groups,  reformists  like  the  SWP. 
called  labor/black  defense  pie  in  the  sky. 
Well,  we  showed  them  a picture  of  the 
C.  B.  Dennis  defense  guard. 

The  SWP  initially  opposed  busing. 
They  put  forward  the  slogan  of  "commu- 
nity control.”  This  was  in  keeping  with 
their  tailing  of  black  nationalist  politicos 
since  the  mid  1960s — the  call  for  "black 


an  example  that  occurred  in  Chicago  at 
that  time.  Members  of  the  United  Auto 
Workers  Local  6 in  Chicago  organized  a 
Civil  Rights  Defense  Committee  of  the 
union  to  protect  the  house  of  a black 
union  member,  C.  B.  Dennis  (see  "Black 
Family  Firebombed  in  Chicago — UAW 
Local  Sets  Up  Labor/Black  Defense 
Guard.”  WVNo.  67.  25  April  1975).  Dennis 
had  recently  moved  into  a white  neigh- 
borhood and  his  house  was  being  attacked 
by  racists.  As  a result  of  a motion  put  for- 
ward in  the  union  by  the  Labor  Struggle 
Caucus,  a caucus  we  supported  based  on 
a class-struggle  program,  the  union  voted 
to  have  a union  defense  guard  around- 
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control  of  the  black  community”  had  often 
been  raised  by  the  nationalists.  Opportun- 
istically. the  SWP  dropped  this  call  when 
they  saw  that  it  wasn’t  the  way  things 
were  going,  in  order  to  tail  the  black  lib- 
erals. preachers  and  the  NAACP  who 
begged  the  racist  rulers  to  enforce  school 
integration.  Instead,  they  adopted  the  lib- 
erals’ call  for  "federal  troops  to  Boston.” 

Looking  desperately  for  a new  angle 
to  mount  yet  another  of  their  class- 
collaborationist  “mass  movements.”  the 
SWP  poured  scores  of  activists  into  Bos- 
ton. They  built  a coalition,  the  National 
Student  Coalition  Against  Racism,  pat- 
terned after  the  National  Peace  Action 
Coalition  (see  “The  Vietnam  Antiwar 
Movement  and  the  National  Peace  Action 
Coalition,"  WV  No.  920,  12  September). 
They  would  have  coalition  meetings  on 
the  campuses  and  bring  in  a lot  of  the 
bourgeois  politicians  and  the  NAACP.  We 
intervened  heavily  into  these  conferences, 
counterposing  our  class-struggle  politics 
and  helping  to  polarize  these  meetings. 

The  SWP’s  call  for  federal  troops  to 
Boston  meant  relying  on  the  forces  of 
the  capitalist  state  to  defend  black  rights, 
calling  on  the  same  repressive  apparatus 
that  gunned  down  Black  Panthers.  In  fact, 
after  weeks  of  racist  terror  at  the  Colum- 
bia Point  housing  project,  in  respon.se  to 
demands  for  police  "protection,”  the  cops 
occupied  (and  vandalized)  the  housing 
project,  beating  and  arresting  blacks,  The 
arch-racist  Louise  Day  Hicks  actually 
demonstrated  a better  understanding  of  the 
role  of  the  capitalist  state  than  the  sup- 
posed “socialists"  of  the  SWP.  because  she 


called  for  federal  troops  to  pul  down  black 
Roxbury.  which  is  what  federal  troops  do. 

In  Boston  the  labor  movement  was 
weak,  but  there  was  a labor  movement 
and  there  was  a possibility  of  mobilizing 
labor/black  defense.  By  pushing  forward 
the  call  for  federal  troops  to  Boston,  the 
SWP  shared  responsibility  for  making 
sure  that  labor/black  defense  didn’t  hap- 
pen. They  shared  responsibility  for  the 
fact  that  busing  was  defeated.  Who  killed 
busing?  It  was  the  liberals  in  Congress 
who  played  the  major  role,  but  the  left 
shared  responsibility. 

Jim  Crow  “Socialists” 

Perhaps  the  most  grotesque  position  on 
the  left  was  taken  by  the  Maoist  Revo- 
lutionary Union  (RU).  soon  to  become 
the  Revolutionary  Communist  Party 
(RCP).  who  we  aptly  called  “Jim  Crow 
’Socialists'.”  They  openly  sided  with  the 
racists  who  were  fighting  street  battles 
against  the  oppressed ‘black  masses.  It 
was  pretty  incredible  when  they  came  out 
with  their  October  1974  newspaper  with 
the  huge,  front-page  headline.  "People 
Must  Unite  to  Smash  Boston  Busing 
Plan.”  I heard  a story  at  the  lime  that 
one  of  the  main  New  Left  bookstores  in 


People  Must  Unite  To 
Smash  Boston  Busing  Plan 


Predecessor  of  Revolutionary  Com- 
munist Party  sided  with  racist  back- 
lash against  school  integration. 

Cambridge,  which  catered  to  all  sorts  of 
Maoists,  actually  refused  to  carry  that 
issue  because  of  the  headline.  The  RU’s 
position  was  the  most  despicable  capitu- 
lation to  white  racism. 

That  article  tried  at  length  to  explain 
the  motivations  of  the  anti-busing  school 
boycotiers.  It  denounced  as  "liberal"  all 
talk  of  "backward,  racist  whites.”  It  de- 
nounced as  “reactionary”  the  “absurd  line 
that  the  ‘only  issue’  in  the  white  boy- 
cott in  South  Boston  is  racism."  It  even 
denounced  raising  the  question  of  ra- 
cism as  “defeatist  and  divisive.”  The\ 
opposed  busing  as  an  “issue  which  height- 
ens the  contradictions  of  people  of  differ- 
ent nationalities,"  in  favor  of  "community 
control"  of  the  schools.  But  the  perfect 
example  of  “community  control”  is  what 
the  racists  like  Louise  Day  Hicks  were 
fighting  for;  it  was  the  “right"  of  whites 
to  keep  blacks  out  of  their  schools  and 
neighborhoods. 

Just  as  incredibly,  a year  later  the  RU/ 
continued  on  page  6 
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Demonstration  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  1963,  part  of  civil  rights  movement 
against  Jim  Crow  segregation. 


Busing... 

(coniintied  from  page  5) 

RCP  described  Ihe  Klan-led  anii-busing 
nots  in  Kentucky:  'When  school  opened 
in  Louisville  under  a new  court-imposed 
busing  plan,  the  spontaneous  fight  back 
was  tremendous"  {Kevoliilion,  October 
I975).  The  RCP  refused  to  defend  basic 
democratic  rights  such  as  busing  for  black 
children  or  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
tor  women,  which  simply  called  for 
equality  for  women  under  the  law.  They 
blocked  with  the  reactionary  demagogue 
Anita  Bryant  in  Florida  to  oust  gays  from 
teaching  school.  They  tailed  the  most  reac- 
tionary sectors  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie 
and  backward  workers.  This  is  the  same 
RCP.  a leader-cult  around  Bob  Avakian, 
that  today  initiates  groups  including  the 
World  Can’t  Wait  to  tail  the  liberals. 

At  the  time  that  the  busing  plan  was 
implemented  in  Boston,  the  RU's  youth 
group,  the  Revolutionary  Student  Brigade 
(RSB),  was  quite  active  at  Boston  Univer- 
sity, where  I was  a student.  They  would 
try  their  hardest  to  keep  us  out  of  meet- 
ings. and  to  shut  us  up  when  we  tried  to 
intervene.  But  they  couldn't  escape  the 
issue  of  busing  I was  in  a class  of 
Howard  Zinn’s  with  something  like  300 
students  in  one  of  these  really  large  audi- 


toriums. Howard  Zinn  was  someone  who 
had  been  involved  in  the  civil  rights 
movement.  He  challenged  anybody  in  the 
room  who  opposed  busing  to  explain  their 
position.  So  these  two  RSBers  had  to  get 
up  in  front  of  the  room.  And  the  Sparta- 
cus Youth  League  and  the  RSB  had  a 
debate  on  busing  and  our  program  in  front 
of  two  or  three  hundred  students.  There 
was  a lot  of  debate  going  on  constantly  in 
Boston  about  busing. 

In  June  1979,  the  RCP  ran  an  anicle 
with  so-called  “self-criticism"  on  their 
position  on  busing  ("Busing  and  the  Fight 
Against  National  Oppression  and  for 
Revolution."  Revolution).  It’s  a lot  of  Mao- 
speak.  They  say  they  "committed  serious 
errors"  around  Boston  busing  in  1974. 
But  really,  they  did  not  change  their  line 
on  busing.  They  wrote;  "The  plan  itself 


was  neither  the  outgrowth  of  mass  strug- 
gle nor  of  any  particular  benefit  to  the 
Black  masses.  Ordered  by  the  federal 
government  with  the  excuse  of  a lawsuit 
by  the  NAACP.  the  busing  plan  aimed  to 
accomplish  exactly  what  it  did  accom- 
plish— the  intensification  of  national  divi- 
.sions  among  the  people." 

They  do  waffle  a little  bit  in  that  arti- 
cle. recognizing  that  they  were  too  often 
siding  with  the  racists  against  the  fight  for 
black  equality.  They  explain  that  they  set 
out  to  find  'a  middle  ground."  and  claim 
that  busing  in  Boston  wasn't  really  the 
issue.  But  busing  in  Boston  was  not 
something  there  was  a middle  ground 
on — the  racists  in  Boston  were  mobilized 
around  the  question  of  busing.  And  the 
RCP  says  very  firmly  in  that  article  that 
busing  cannot  be  supported!  There  was 
only  one  busing  plan  that  they  would  sup- 
port— in  Chicago.  Marquette  Park.  That's 
where  busing  was  "limited  and  volun- 
tary"! Now  we  all  know  what  voluntary 
busing  mean.s — voluntary  busing  doesn't 
happen.  It’s  an  open  invitation  for  organ- 
ized harassment  and  racial  violence  against 
the  children  whose  familie.s  volunteer.  "Vol- 
untary busing”  is  what  a lot  of  the  racists 
were  calling  for. 

The  RCP  describes  in  the  article  how 
they  tried  to  go  to  anti-busing  meetings 
and  convince  them  about  the  divisions  in 


the  working  class!  1 mean,  these  are  the 
roar  people.  You  know  how  the  RCP 
always  says  the  people  united  will  never 
be  defeated?  The  racists  in  the  anti-busing 
movement  actually  came  out  with  the  slo- 
gan. ROAR  united  will  never  be  defeated. 

Reformists  and  Renegades 

The  International  Socialists,  the  pred- 
ecessor to  the  International  Socialist 
Organization,  also  capitulated  to  the  rac- 
ist anti-busing  backlash,  though  not  as 
flagrantly  as  the  RCP.  They  sought  to 
carve  out  a non-existent  "third  camp" 
with  the  line  that  "socialists  oppose  both 
the  ‘pro’-busing  and  the  ‘anti'-busing 
forces,  both  of  whom  use  racism  to  fur- 
ther their  own  ends"  {Workers' Power.  10 
November  1972).  This  grotesque  argu- 
ment amnestied  the  lynch  mobs  who 


were  daily  attacking  black  people  on  the 
streets!  The  League  for  the  Revolution- 
ary Party,  then  the  Revolutionary  Social- 
ist League,  was  not  really  active  in 
Boston.  But  we  know  from  our  work 
here  in  New  York  and  other  places  that 
they're  still  pushing  this  anti-busing  line. 
They’re  a splinter  from  the  family  tree  of 
the  International  Socialists.  They  scurri- 
lousiy  stated  that  busing  was  a "vicious 
ruling  class  attack  on  blacks  and  cannot 
be  supported"  (Socialist  Voice.  Spring 
1977). 

Progressive  Labor  (PL)  resorted  to  a 
lot  of  moralistic,  "put  your  body  on  the 
line”  bravado  to  give  a militant  cover  to  a 
reformist  program.  They  did  an  ultra- 
adventurist May  Day  march  through 
South  Boston  where  they  called  for  "death 
to  the  racists."  They  followed  up  with  a 
"Freedom  Summer”  campaign  confined 
to  a reformist  petition  campaign.  That 
zigzag  between  mindless  militancy  and 
tepid  liberalism  is  pretty  typical  of  PL. 

Any  time  there's  a major  event  going 
on  in  the  world,  it  puts  a lot  of  pressure 
on  a small  Leninist  vanguard.  So  I want 
to  go  over  some  of  the  political  internal 
struggle  going  on  in  the  party  at  the  time. 
In  1974  Bob  Pearlman  was  the  party 
organizer;  I was  the  new  youth  organizer. 
We  had  thrown  our  forces  in  Boston  into 
pushing  a united-front  call  to  defend  bus- 
ing. Counterposed  to  the  do-nothing  lib- 
erals. we  advocated  labor/black  defense 
and  extending  busing  to  the  wealthy  sub- 
urbs, and  opposed  the  call  for  federal 
troops  to  Boston.  We  stood  out  as  the 
group  that  was  pushing  the  way  forward 
in  the  face  of  the  racist  assault.  But 
the  liberals  and  the  bourgeois  politicians 
and  their  lackeys  in  the  Workers  World 
Party  and  the  SWP  were  working  over- 
time to  try  to  channel  all  the  frustration 
into  these  calls  for  federal  troops  and  for 
state  intervention. 

There  was  a black  Democrat.  Bill 
Owens,  in  Boston  who  was  pushing  for  a 
December  14  "National  March  and  Rally 
Against  Racism."  The  organizational  initia- 
tive and  impetus  came  from  Workers  World 
and  the  SWP.  Early  on,  the  populi,st  dema- 
gogue Owens  eyed  the  planned  anti-racism 
demon.stration.  coming  at  a time  when  the 
busing  crisis  continued  to  be  in  the  spot- 
light of  national  attention,  as  a vehicle  for 
emerging  as  a self-styled  militant  black 
bourgeois  politician.  Workers  World  was 
enthralled  with  Owens’  militant  image, 
cheap  rhetoric  and  willingness  to  “unite" 
with  them.  i.e..  use  them.  The  SWP  was 
obviously  in  the  market  for  such  a bour- 
geois politician  to  head  up  their  sought- 
after  new.  liberal  “civil  rights  movement," 

What  Owens  wanted  with  this  demon- 
stration was  to  organize  his  own  commit- 
tee where  he  would  control  everything;  he 
would  control  the  propaganda,  he  would 
control  the  march  route,  he  wouldn't 
allow  any  speakers  other  than  the  speak- 
ers he  hand-picked.  We  could  not  endorse 
this  demonstration,  since  Owens  and  his 
hangers-on  had  ensured  that  the  only  rela- 
tionship any  left  organization  could  have 
with  Owens'  committee  was  one  of  politi- 
cal liquidation.  Owens  had  made  it  clear 
that  the  demo  would  be  firmly  tied  to 
Democratic  Party  politics,  not  a rallying 


point  for  action  by  black  people  and  their 
allies  in  the  labor  movement  to  turn  back 
the  racist  offensive.  Bob  Pearlman  wanted 
to  endorse  the  demonstration,  but  Pearl- 
man's  position  was  defeated  in  the  local. 
We  did  not  endorse  the  demo,  instead  we 
intervened  with  an  impressive  contingent, 
raising  our  class-struggle  demands. 

Part  and  parcel  of  Pearlman 's  accom- 
modation to  Owens'  “Emergency  Com- 
mittee" was  his  attempt  to  do  phony 
"mass  work”  all  over  the  city.  Pearlman 
wanted  us  to  cut  back  on  all  the  interven- 
tions we  were  doing  in  conferences  on  the 
campu.ses  and  at  demonstrations,  in  order 
to  do  more  mass  leafleting  "in  the  com- 
munity,” Our  small  propaganda  group 
could  not  substitute  for  the  fact  that  the 
Boston  trade-union  movement  was  weak 
and  highly  craft-oriented,  and  that  the 
trade-union  bureaucratic  leadership  either 
opposed  busing  or  did  nothing  in  re- 
sponse to  our  call. 

We  had  a very  clarifying  political  fight 
before  Pearlman *s  resignation.  But.  leav- 
ing the  party,  he  used  the  SWP — or  the 
SWP  used  him,  rather — to  put  out  a 
scurrilous  article  about  SL  "abstention  " 
in  Boston,  etc.  We  responded  in  a two- 
part  article.  "Alibis  of  a Social  Democrat" 
(WNo.  168,  29  July  1977  and  No.  170, 
26  August  1977).  Pearlman  didn't  last 
long  in  the  SWP. 

The  parly  perspective  at  the  time  was 
to  intervene  a.s  a propaganda  group  with 
our  Trotskyist  program  and  win  people 
over  in  counterposition  to  our  reformist 
opponents.  Our  goal  was  to  become  the 
nucleus  of  a vanguard  party  that  could 
intervene  as  a communist  pole  in  major 
arenas  of  political  struggle;  the  trade 
unions,  the  campuses,  the  black  and 
women’s  movements  and  internationally. 
The  struggle  over  busing  opened  people 
up  to  our  revolutionary  politics,  and  our 
position  for  black  liberation,  the  touch- 
stone of  the  American  revolution,  was  key 
to  recruiting.  We  were  debating  people 
from  the  black  student  milieu  at  Harvard 
around  the  February  First  Movement,  the 
fallout  from  the  Pan-Africanists. 

We  had  an  East  Coast  Educational  Con- 
ference in  December  1 974.  Part  of  the  con- 
ference was  a forum  titled,  “The  Lenini.st 
Party  in  Motion;  Program  and  Conjunc- 
ture” by  Central  Committee  member  James 
Robertson.  As  reported  in  Young  Spartacus: 
"Turning  to  the  SL/SYL’s  campaign  in 
Bo.ston  for  a labor-black  defense,  the 
speaker  noted  the  exacerbation  of  racial 
tensions  m the  U.S.  arising  from  the  dete- 
rioration of  the  living  conditions  of  the 
working  class  and  oppressed  and  the  inten- 
sification of  job  competition.  The  core  of 
the  SL/SYL’s  perspective  in  Bo.ston  and 
other  cities  like  Detroit  where  the  pos- 
sibility of  race  riots  is  very  real  is  to  seek 
to  deflect  race  riots  into  sharp  manifesta- 
tions of  struggle  against  the  capitalist  class 
The  SIJSYL  has  an  objective  importance 
today,  comrade  Robertson  noted,  and  we 
are  under  pressure  to  dissipate  ourselves  m 
our  struggle  to  provide  leadership  in  silua- 
tion.s  where  our  tasks  are  enormous  " 

— "East  Coast  Educational  a 
Success,”  Young  SparUu  i4\ 

No.  28.  January  1975 

Although  we  could  not  turn  the  tide  in 
Boston,  our  intervention  there  was  a cru- 
cial test  for  our  party,  and  important  in 
winning  many  new  recruits  ■ 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Events 


LOS  ANGELES 

1 

1 

TORONTO 

Thursday,  October  9,  6:30  p.m. 
Meet  the  Marxists 

152  Kerckhoff  Hall,  UCLA 
For  more  information:  (213)  380-8239 
or  e-mail:  slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Saturday,  September  27,  5 p.m. 

The  Russian  Revolution: 
How  the  Working  Class 
Took  Power 

299  Broadway.  Suite  316 
(1-1/2  blocks  north  of  Chambers  St.) 
Information  and  readings  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail  nysl@tiac  net 


Wednesday,  October  8,  6:30  p.m. 

The  Capitalist  State: 
Reform  vs.  Revolution 

U of  T.  Sidney  Smith  Building 
Room  1080.  100  St.  George  Street 
Information  and  readings'  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail:  spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  October  8,  6 p.m. 

Imperialism  and  War 

University  of  British  Columbia 
Student  Union  Building,  Room  211 
Information  and  readings  (604)  667-0353 
trotskyisi_vancouvef@shawcable.com 


Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site:  www.ici-fi.org 
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May  1983,  Norfolk,  Virginia:  Longshoremen  at  10,000-strong  march  in  defense 
of  school  busing.  Labor  movement  must  champion  black  rights. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Solidarnosc... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

that  our  support  to  the  suppression  of  Soi- 
idarnosV  is  “the  biggest  political  error”  of 
our  history. 

Our  Trotskyist  position  of  uncondi- 
tional military  defense  of  iho.se  states 
where  capitalism  has  been  overthrown 
has  been  a major  dividing  line  between 
ourselves  and  the  fake  left  for  decades. 
Our  fight  against  counterrevolutionary 
Solidarnojvd  as  well  as  the  evolution  of 
our  position  and  our  work  has  been  docu- 
mented extensively  (see:  Solidarnosc: 
Polish  Company  Union  for  CIA  and  Bank- 
ers, Spartacist  pamphlet.  1981).  We  wrote 
in  the  introduction  to  that  pamphlet: 

‘The  Polish  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  having 
already  mortgaged  Poland  to  the  Ger- 
man bankers  in  the  futile  hope  of  buying 
off  its  own  working  class,  now  seems 
paralyzed  by  Solidarnos'c*  bid  to  sell 
the  country  to  the  imperialists  outright. 
There  has  emerged  in  Poland  no  socialist 
opposition  worthy  of  the  name.  And 
internationally  the  fake-lefts  see  in 
this  mortal  danger  to  socialized  properly 
in  Poland  a chance  to  earn  their  stars 
and  stnpes  as  a left  cover  for  the  social 
democrats  and  the  pro-capitalist  'labor 
statesmen'  who  long  ago  enlisted  as 
junior  partners  in  imperialism’s  war  drive 
against  the  Soviet  Union.” 

Syrek  refers  to  “two  Polish  Solidar- 
itys.”  the  first  including  “at  its  peak,  over 
90%  of  the  Polish  working  class.”  Begin- 
ning in  1980  we  recognized  in  the  Polish 
upheavals  both  an  opening  for  revolution- 
ary agitation  and  an  awesome  potential 
for  reactionary  mobilization  based  on 
the  powerful  Catholic  church,  the  large 
peasant  “free  market”  and  the  “dissident" 
movement  which  looked  to  the  capitalist 
West  to  “democratize”  East  Europe.  We 


Fight  Clerical  Reaction! 

For  Proletarian  Political  Revolution! 

Polish  Workers  Move 


1980:  Striking  workers  in  Gdansk  shipyard 
shook  Polish  Stalinist  regime  but  knelt  before 
Catholic  church.  Spartacists  fought  against 
capitalist  counterrevolution  and  called  for 
workers  political  revolution. 


poured  cash  into  Walesa's  operation.  Soli- 
darno^d  also  called  for  “free  elections.”  by 
which  it  meant  capitalist  re.sioration  under 
the  guise  of  parliamentary  “democracy.” 
We  raised  demands  for  the  .strict  separation 
of  church  and  state,  for  the  collectivization 
of  Polish  agriculture,  for  the  cancellation  of 
Poland's  crippling  debt  to  the  imperialist 
bankers,  for  the  military  defense  of  the 
USSR  against  imperialism,  for  political 
revolution  against  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy and  for  a democratically  elected 
workers  government  based  on  soviets  to 
carry  out  socialist  economic  planning. 

Syrek.  glibly  opining  about  Trotsky- 
ist “work"  within  Solidarno^d.  omits  the 


WV  Photo 

September  1981:  Spartacists  demonstrate  in  front  of  Solidarnosd  office  at 
teachers  union  headquarters  in  New  York,  exposing  Solidarno^d  as  company 
union  for  CIA,  Vatican  and  Wall  Street. 


pointed  out  after  the  August  1 980  Gdansk 
Agreement  was  signed  that  the  union 
movement  would  either  become  a vehicle 
for  clerical-nationalist  reaction  or  would 
have  to  oppose  it  in  the  name  of  socialist 
principle.  There  was  no  “third  way” 

By  September  1981.  we  recognized 
that  "Solidarity  is  no  longer  a trade  union, 
but  has  come  to  include  large  sections 
of  the  intelligentsia,  petty  bureaucrats, 
priests,  etc....  Much  of  Solidarity’s  efforts 
were  directed  toward  forcing  the  govern- 
ment to  legally  recognize  the  organiza- 
tion of  peasant  smallholders.  Rural  Soli- 
darity. a potent  social  force  for  capitalist 
restoration”  (see  “Stop  Solidarity’s  Coun- 
terrevolution!” WV  No.  289.  25  Septem- 
ber 1981).  We  oriented  toward  creating  a 
left  opposition  from  among  both  Soli- 
damo:(c  and  Communist  Party  militants 
who  sought  a genuine  “socialist  renewal.” 
As  we  pointed  out:  “A  revolutionary 
vanguard  in  Poland  would  seek  to  split 
Solidarity,  winning  the  mass  of  the  work- 
ers away  from  the  anti-Soviet  nationalist 
leadership  around  Walesa.” 

But  Solidamo^d  consolidated  around 
a clear  counterrevolutionary  program, 
including  the  call  for  “free  trade  unions.” 
a war  cry  of  Cold  War  AFL-CIO  anti- 
communists and  their  CIA  cohorts  who 


fact  that  not  only  was  the  “AFL-CIA"  offi- 
cialdom backing  the  consolidation  of  Sol- 
idamo^d  around  a counterrevolutionary 
program,  but  also  that  this  Polish  "free 
trade  union"  was  supported  by  the  forces 
of  imperialist  reaction  from  Wall  Street  to 
the  Vatican.  Ronald  Reagan  declared  the 
Polish  crisis  represented  “the  beginning 
of  the  end  of  Communism.”  The  notori- 
ously anti-Communist  social  democrat 
Albert  Shanker  and  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal were  as  one  in  attacking  any  leftists 
(i.e..  us)  who  exposed  Solidarnos'd  as  a 
company  union  for  the  CIA  and  bankers. 
Meanwhile,  such  was  the  renegacy  of 
the  fake-Trotskyist  "left”  that  Nat  Wein- 
stein’s Socialist  Action  made  the  Soli- 
darnodd  logo  the  template  for  its  newspa- 
per’s masthead.  Indeed.  Marion  Syrek 
was  listed  as  a staff  member  of  Socialist 
Action  since  its  first  issue  in  December 
1983  until  at  least  November  1985. 

Reading  Syrek’s  letter,  one  would  never 
know  that  the  bulk  of  the  fake  left,  in  overt 
reformist  or  more  slimy  centrist  fashion, 
sided  with  counterrevolution  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  and  East  European  deformed 
workers  states.  This  included  the  likes  of 
British  Workers  Power  which,  while  con- 
ceding the  counterrevolutionary  nature 
of  Solidarnosc',  nonetheless  opposed  its 


suppression  because  of  its  mass  prole- 
tarian base.  When  that  necessary  crack- 
down came  only  hours  before  Soli- 
damos'd’s  own  counterrevolutionary  grab 
for  power,  we  wrote  in  “Solidamos'd 
Counterrevolution  Checked:  Power  Bid 
Spiked”  (WVNo.  295,  18  December  1981): 
‘The  Polish  Stalinists  managed  to  pull 
off  an  effective  coup  d’etat  in  their  own 
country.  Contrary  to  every  instinct  and 
appetite  of  the  ruling  bureaucracy,  con- 
stantly seeking  accommodation  with 
imperialism,  they  were  forced  to  take 
measures  defending  historic  gains  of 
the  proletariat.  For  it  must  be  recognized 
that  Lech  Walesa's  Solidarnosc  was 
moving  to  overthrow  not  merely  the  cor- 
rupt and  discredited  Stalinist  regime, 
but  social  gains  inherited  from  the  Bolshe- 
vik Revolution — centrally  a collectivized 
planned  economy — which  were  bureau- 
cratically extended  to  Poland  after  the 
Red  Army  liberated  the  country  from 
Nazi  occupation.  That  is  why  this  Poli.sh 
■free  trade  union'  is  supported  by  the 
forces  of  imperialist  reaction.” 

It  was  certainly  not  to  our  liking  to 
see  workers  follow  a counterrevolution- 
ary course.  It  was  the  bankrupt  policies  of 
the  Stalinist  misrulers  that  drove  these 
workers  from  the  historically  socialist- 
minded  proletariat  of  Poland  into  the 
arms  of  capitalist  reaction.  Nonetheless, 
when  the  program  for  the  emancipation 
of  the  working  class  is  in  flat  contradic- 
tion with  a section  of  the  working  class, 
our  loyalties  must  reside  with  the  pro- 
gram, which  is  decisive.  Not  so  for  Syrek. 
In  fact,  in  1993  Workers  Vanguard  pub- 
lished a letter  by  Syrek  in  which  he  pos- 
ited that  those  states  in  East  Europe 
where  capitalism  had  been  overthrown 
were  “simply  new  forms  of  bourgeois 
states."  As  we  replied  at  the  time: 

“Similarly,  the  missing  ingredient  in 
Syrek’s  ‘analysis’  of  Eastern  Europe  is 
the  intervention  of  the  Red  Army,  whose 
military  victory  over  Hiller’s  Nazis  and 
their  East  European  puppet  regimes 
caused  the  former  rulers  to  flee,  leaving 
behind  a power  vacuum  that  was  filled 
by  the  Soviet  Army.  Under  the  pressure 
of  imperialist  Cold  War  1.  the  Stalinists 
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established  deformed  workers  stales  in 
these  countries  as  a 'buffer  zone.'  llvough 
cold  social  revolutions  that  were  imposed 
from  the  top  down.” 

— “On  Counterrevolution  in  East 
Europe,"  WVNo.  578. 

18  June  1993 

This  was  no  abstract  debate  then,  nor  is 
it  now.  Syrek  writes  of  "an  open  society 
with  full  freedom  of  speech,  press  and 
assembly”  as  opposed  to  a "Stalinist 
regime” — echoing  those  who  extol  "dem- 
ocratic” imperialism.  The  renegade  Kaut- 
sky  would  have  been  proud. 

The  subsequent  course  of  events  in 
Poland  further  demolishes  Syrek’s  apol- 
ogy for  "poor  little  Solidamos'd.”  As  our 
comrades  in  the  Spartacist  Group  of 
Poland  wrote: 

"After  the  destruction  of  the  Poli.sh 
deformed  workers  state  in  1989-90,  Soli- 
darnorfe  had  served  its  purpose  as  the 
spearhead  for  capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion. Its  peasant  sector  and  many  intel- 
lectuals decamped  and  founded  their 
own  bourgeois  parties.  Thus.  Solidarnosc 
(and  its  offshoots  like  Solidarnosc  80 
and  Sierpien  80)  became  more  akin  to 
a trade  union  in  social  composition.  Dur- 
ing the  first  tenure  of  the  SLD  [Demo- 
cratic Left  Alliancel-Ied  government  in 
post-counteire.voluiion  Poland  we  ob- 
served that  the  'official  SoIidamoSc  union 
now  poses  as  a champion  of  working- 
class  interests  while  revving  up  its  anti- 
Communist  demagogy  and  malong  over- 
tures to  openly  fascistic  forces’.” 

— "Spartacist  Group  of  Poland 
Refounded.”  WVNo.  892. 

1 1 May  2007 

Such  are  the  bitter  fruits  of  capitalist 
counterrevolution  throughout  the  former 
Soviet  Union  and  East  Europe,  an  out- 
come against  which  we  fought  to  the 
end.  As  we  explained  in  "All  the  Pope's 
Dissidents”  (WV  No.  263,  5 September 
1980):  “Authentic  Trotskyism  stands  not 
for  the  bogus  'unity  of  all  anti-Stalinist 
forces' — including  disciples  of  Wojtyla 
[Pope  John  Paul  II]  and  Brzezinski 
[Carter’s  National  Security  Advisor] — but 
for  a class-conscious  communist  opposi- 
tion to  the  parasitic  bureaucracy.” ■ 
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lAM  machinists 
on  picket  line  at 
Boeing  plant  in 
Everett,  Washington. 
Some  27,000  lAM 
Boeing  workers 
have  been  on  strike 
since  September  6. 


Wall  Street... 

(continued from  page  I) 

Like  all  the  inevitable  economic  crises 
that  occur  periodically  under  capitalism, 
the  current  crisis  reflects  at  bottom  a key 
contradiction  in  capitalism  identified  by 
Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels:  Under 
capitalism  production  is  socialized,  that 
is.  concentrated  and  organized  in  vast 
corporations,  but  the  means  of  production 
— and  the  appropriated,  socially  pro- 
duced wealth — remain  the  private  prop- 
erty of  a few.  V,  I,  Lenin,  leader  of  the 
1917  Russian  Revolution,  in  his  1916 
study  Imperialism,  the  Highest  Stage  of 
Capitalism,  described  how  imperialism, 
the  system  of  modem,  decaying  capital- 
ism. “leads  directly  to  the  most  compre- 
hensive socialisation  of  production"  under 
capitalism.  Lenin  emphasized  that  the 
monopolization  of  production  and  the 
dominant  role  of  finance  capital  impel  the 
imperialist  powers  to  divide  the  world  as 
they  strive  for  markets  and  spheres  of 
exploitation  in  more  backward  capitalist 
countries.  He  explained; 

“The  development  of  capitalism  has 
arrived  at  a stage  when,  although  com- 
modity production  still  'reigns*  and  con- 
tinues to  be  regarded  as  the  basis  of 
economic  life,  it  has  in  reality  been 
undermined  and  the  bulk  of  the  profits 
go  to  the  ‘geniuses*  of  financial  manipu- 
lation. At  the  basis  of  these  manipula- 
tions and  swindles  lies  socialised  pro- 
duction; but  the  immense  progress  of 
mankind,  which  achieved  this  socialisa- 
tion. goes  to  benefit.. .the  speculators.'! 

Socialized  production  must  be  ex- 
tended to  socialized  ownership  through 
the  producers  taking  control  of  society. 
The  way  out  of  the  endless  cycle  of  capi- 
talist economic  crises  and  imperialist 
wars  was  shown  by  the  Bolshevik  Revo- 
lution. when  the  Russian  workers  took 
power  in  their  own  hands,  expropriating 
the  bourgeoisie  and  establishing  a work- 
ers state.  We  fight  for  international  social- 
ist revolution,  for  the  collectivization  of 
the  means  of  production  and  for  eco- 
nomic planning  on  an  international  scale. 

Financial  Crises  and 
the  Anarchy  of  Capitalist 
Production 

In  a recent  three-part  series.  "Capital- 
ism U.S.A.."  we  called  the  U.S.  economy 
"a  rickety  financial  house  of  cards”  in 
which  there  has  been  an  enormous  expan- 
sion of  debt  by  households,  corporations 
and  the  federal  government  (WV  Nos. 
910-912,  14  and  28  March  and  1 1 April). 
Real  earnings  for  most  U.S.  households 
are  lower  today  than  they  were  at  the  end 
of  the  1990s.  To  make  ends  meet,  work- 
ing people  have  borrowed  against  equity 
in  their  homes,  maxed  out  their  credit 
cards  or  otherwise  had  recourse  to  the 
loan  sharks  of  Wall  Street,  with  many 
working  additional  shifts  or  even  two 
or  more  jobs.  Between  2002  and  2006. 
household  borrowing  grew  at  an  aver- 
age annual  rale  of  1 1 percent,  while  bor- 
rowing by  financial  institutions  grew  by 
10  percent  per  year. 

The  deterioration  in  the  condition  of 
the  working  class  is  directly  related  to  the 


deindu.strialization  of  America.  Since  1 979 
the  share  of  the  labor  force  employed  in 
the  goods-producing  sector  has  fallen 
steadily  from  almost  28  percent  to  under 
15  percent.  Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  trade 
deficit,  which  is  equal  to  more  than  5 per- 
cent of  the  gross  domestic  product,  is  far 
higher,  in  absolute  terms  and  in  propor- 
tion to  GDP.  than  in  any  other  major  capi- 
talist country.  The  result  is  an  historical 
anomaly  in  which  the  world’s  most  pow- 
erful capitalist  power  is  also  the  world’s 
leading  debtor. 

Consequently.  Asian  countries  and  the 
Persian  Gulf  states  are  accumulating  an 
ever  larger  stock  of  U.S.  Treasury  bonds 
and  bills  as  a major  component  of  their 
foreign-exchange  reserves.  With  finan- 
cial crisis  in  the  U.S.  and  a steadily 
declining  dollar,  this  state  of  affairs  is  a 
potential  source  of  enormous  instability 
for  the  world  economy.  Should  central 
banks  change  their  minds  about  parking 
their  capital  in  U.S.  government  debt  and 
begin  to  diversify  quickly  out  of  dollars, 
it  could  trigger  a quantum  leap  in  inter- 
est rates  and  precipitate  a world  eco- 
nomic downturn.  Meanwhile,  the  flight 
of  money  capital  into  commodities — 
combined  with  increasing  biofuel  pro- 
duction— has  helped  drive  up  world 
food  prices,  threatening  tens  of  millions 
with  starvation  (see  "Imperialism  Starves 
World’s  Poor."  WV  Nos.  919  and  920. 
29  August  and  12  September). 

Shunning  investment  to  expand  and 
modernize  industrial  capacity  and  to 
repair  the  country’s  crumbling  infra- 
structure. such  as  bridges,  roads,  power 
grids  and  levees.  American  capitalists 
have  expended  the  economic  surplus  they 
appropriate  through  the  exploitation  of 
labor  on  a succession  of  speculative 
binges.  First  came  the  stock  market  boom 
driven  by  the  supposed  “revolution"  in 
information  technology  (the  IT/dol-com 
hoopla)  in  the  mid-late  1990s.  This  was 
followed  by  the  housing  bubble — sub- 
prime mortgages  and  all  that — in  the 
early-mid  2000s. 

Today,  we  are  witnessing  a classic 
financial  crisis  such  as  described  by  Marx 
in  Capitol  (Volume  III): 

"This  confusion  and  stagnation  paralyses 
the  function  of  money  as  a medium  of 
payment,  whose  development  is  geared  to 
the  development  of  capital  and  is  based 


on  those  presupposed  price  relations.  The 
chain  of  payment  obligations  due  at  spe- 
cific dates  is  broken  in  a hundred  places. 
The  confusion  is  augmented  by  the  atten- 
dant collapse  of  the  credit  system,  which 
develops  simultaneously  with  capital,  and 
leads  to  violent  and  acute  crises,  to  sud- 
den and  forcible  depreciations,  to  the 
actual  stagnation  and  disruption  of  the 
process  of  reproduction,  and  thus  to  a real 
falling  off  in  reproduction." 

The  current  crisis  was  conditioned  by  a 
broad  transformation  of  the  U.S.  financial 
industry  since  the  late  1980s  that  was 
exemplified  by  the  repeal,  under  the  Clin- 
ton administration,  of  the  Glass-Steagall 
Ad.  a Depression-era  law  that  sought  to 
limit  speculation  by  commercial  banks.  A 
component  of  that  transformation  was  the 


explosive  development  of  derivatives  and 
other  forms  of  “financial  engineering."  A 
major  attraction  of  entering  into  derivatives 
contracts  for  the  purpose  of  speculation  is 
that  often  very  little  money  needs  to  be 
spent  up  front.  In  such  highly  “leveraged" 
investments,  both  the  risks  and  the  pos- 
sible payout  can  be  astronomical.  “Finan- 
cial engineering"  also  allows  large  banks 
to  offload  risk  onto  others.  For  example, 
when  a bank  issues  bonds  using  mortgages 
as  collateral,  the  buyers  of  those  bonds  take 
on  the  risk  that  the  mortgages  will  default. 

The  enormous  expansion  in  the  volume 
of  mortgage-backed  securities  is  what 
Marx  called  fictitious  capital.  This  is  an 
increase  in  paper  wealth  that  is  not  based 
on  an  increase  in  productive  capacity 
(e.g..  in  factories,  electric-power  plants, 
transport  systems,  communications  net- 
works) or  in  this  case  even  by  an  increase 
in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  consumer 
goods.  The  same  house  that  would  have 
sold  for.  say.  $400,000  in  2002  was  sell- 
ing for  $600,000  in  2006. 

As  the  bottom  fell  out  of  the  U.S.  hous- 
ing market  and  mortgage  defaults  began 
to  soar,  the  value  of  mortgage-backed 
securities  went  into  free  fall.  As  the  finan- 
cial crisis  broke  out  last  fall,  the  Washing- 
ton Post  (1  August  2007)  explained: 

"In  ihc  simple  model  of  ycMcrycar.  a 
bank  would  esscniially  borrow  money 
from  its  depositors  and  lend  li  to  house- 
holds or  businesses  that  needed  loans.  For 
every  dollar  it  lent  out.  however,  ihc  bank 
was  required  to  set  aside  some  of  its  own 
money  in  reserve  to  cover  losses  it  might 


suffer  if  some  loans  were  not  repaid. 

"But  all  that  went  out  with  deregulation 
and  the  rise  of  financial  engineering.  . . 

"Financial  engincenng  has  encouraged 
debt  to  be  piled  on  debt,  making  the 
system  more  susceptible  to  a meltdown 
if  credit  suddenly  becomes  more  expen- 
sive or  unavailable.  And  that's  precisely 
what's  been  developing  over  the  past  sev- 
eral weeks." 

Government  Bails  Out  Wall 
Street:  “Socialism  for  the  Rich” 

And  so  they  have  fallen,  the  titans  of 
Wall  Street,  one  by  one.  The  first  to  go 
was  the  major  investment  bank  Bear 
Stearn.s.  Last  March,  the  Federal  Reserve 
arranged  a fire  sale  and  the  firm  was 
effectively  liquidated  into  the  bigger  and 
wealthier  JPMorgan  Chase.  To  do  so.  the 
Fed  had  to  guarantee  $30  billion  of  Bear's 
most  "toxic'’  mortgage-backed  securities. 
This  kind  of  government  bailout  is  a form 
of  “socialism  for  the  rich.”  with  public 
money  being  used  to  pay  off  financiers 
who  made  bad  investments. 

A prime  example  of  the  capitalist 
scam  of  privatizing  profits  while  social- 
izing debts  is  Fannie  Mae  and  Freddie 
Mac.  Fannie  was  set  up  as  a government 
agency  in  the  late  1930s  and  Freddie  in 
1970  to  promote  home  ownership  by 
increasing  the  pool  of  mortgage  money. 
The  former  was  privatized  by  Demo- 
cratic president  Lyndon  Johnson  in  1968 
to  help  pay  for  the  Vietnam  War;  the  lat- 
ter was  created  as  a private  corporation. 
Until  the  collapse  of  the  housing-price 
bubble  last  year,  the  two  financial  giants 


generally  made  healthy  profits  that  were 
distributed  to  shareholders  via  dividends 
and  capital  gains  while  the  top  execu- 
tives took  their  own  generous  share  in 
salaries  and  other  perks. 

Financiers  throughout  the  world  as- 
sumed that  if  Fannie  and  Freddie  ever 
got  into  serious  trouble  the  government 
would  bail  them  out.  The  implicit  govern- 
ment guarantee  gave  them  a competitive 
advantage  in  borrowing  at  lower  interest 
rates  than  banks  and  other  financial  insti- 
tutions. And  borrow  they  did.  At  the  end 
of  last  year,  the  two  had  amassed  $65  in 
debt  for  every  dollar  of  their  own  capital! 

When  the  subprime  mortgage  market 
went  south  last  year,  banks  and  other 
financial  outfits  cut  way  back  on  lending 
for  residential  mortgages.  So  Fannie  and 
Freddie  became  lenders  of  last  resort, 
financing  80  percent  of  all  home  loans 
this  year.  At  the  same  time,  the  collapsing 
housing  market  caused  huge  losses  in 
their  holdings  of  mortgages  and  mortgage- 
backed  securities.  Last  month,  one  inde- 
pendent analyst  calculated  that  Freddie 
had  a negative  balance  sheet  of  at  least 
$20  billion  and  Fannie  of  $3  billion  if 
their  portfolio  of  securities  were  valued  at 
current  market  prices.  Their  shares  plum- 
meted on  the  stock  market  while  investors 
pulled  back  from  buying  their  bonds.  An 
important  reason  that  the  Bush  gang, 
spearheaded  by  Treasury  Secretary  Henry 
Paulson,  a former  top  Wall  Street  execu- 
tive. decided  to  take  over  Fannie  and 
Freddie  was  that  35-40  percent  of  the 
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mortgage  giants’  bonds  were  held  abroad, 
mainly  by  Asian  central  banks  and  funds. 
If  Washington  allowed  them  to  default 
on  these  debts.  Asian  governments  and 
financiers  could  respond  by  dumping 
their  U.S.  Treasury  bonds. 

The  main  political  champions  of  Fannie 
and  Freddie  have  been  Congressional 
Democrats,  while  the  Bush  regime  took 
a jaundiced  view  of  them.  Liberal  Dem- 
ocrat Barney  Frank,  chairman  of  the 
House  Financial  Services  Committee, 
has  staunchly  defended  the  right  of  the 
government-sponsored  enterprises  to  make 
a profit  for  their  shareholders  while  urg- 
ing them  to  divert  some  of  that  profit  to 
finance  housing  for  low-income  families. 
This  is  a liberal  version  of  trickle-down 
economics. 

A week  after  the  government  bail- 
oul/takeover  of  Fannie/Freddie.  Lehman 
Brothers  declared  bankruptcy.  One  of 
the  most  venerable  institutions  on  the 
Street — it  originated  in  the  1850s  as  a 
cotton  exchange  in  Alabama — Lehman 
survived  the  Great  Depression  and  sev- 
eral subsequent  financial  crises.  But  not 
this  time.  When  mortgage-backed  securi- 
ties began  their  downward  slide  last  sum- 
mer. Lehman  head  Richard  Fold  judged 
this  to  be  a short-term  blip  in  the  market. 
He  not  only  refused  to  sell  off  part  of  the 
firm’s  securities  portfolio,  he  even  bought 
more,  A fatal  mistake.  When  Lehman 
announced  a few  weeks  ago  the  biggest 
quarterly  loss  in  its  158-year  history,  the 
already  sharp  decline  in  the  price  of  its 
shares  turned  into  a death  spiral. 

Fuld  desperately  tried  to  find  a buyer 
for  the  firm,  to  no  avail.  As  a last  resort, 
he  turned  to  a government  bailout  ^ la 
Bear  Steams,  but  this  time  the  Treasury 
and  Federal  Reserve  said  no.  The  semi- 
official explanation  is  that  Lehman’s  de- 
mise had  been  anticipated  for  months  by 
other  major  financial  players  who  had 
presumably  adjusted  their  policies  to  that 
eventuality.  In  effect.  Paulson  and  Federal 
Reserve  chief  Ben  Bemanke  gambled  that 
Lehman’s  bankruptcy  would  not  unduly 
roil  financial  markets.  They  lost  that  gam- 
ble big  time.  The  next  day,  panic  seized 
stock  markets  throughout  the  world, 
motivated  in  large  measure  by  fear  that 
A.I.G,  would  be  the  next  to  go. 

A.l.G,  is  the  central  player  in  the  esti- 
mated $60  trillion  global  market  for 
credit  default  swaps.  This  is  a form  of 
insurance  that  investors  buy  to  cover 
losSes  suffered  by  defaults  on  the  securi- 
ties they  have  purchased.  (But  the  compa- 
nies that  issue  such  insurance  do  not  have 
to  keep  reserves  to  cover  the  possibility 
of  a payout!)  If  A.I.G.  went  bankrupt  or 
failed  to  meet  its  insurance  claims,  finan- 
ciers around  the  world  would  have  to 
devalue  the  hundreds  of  billions  of  dol- 
lars in  their  security  portfolios.  Further- 
more. banks,  suddenly  deprived  of  default 
insurance  on  their  loans,  would  be  forced 
by  government  regulations  to  imme- 
diately raise  large  sums  of  additional 
capital.  While  the  effective  government 
takeover  of  A.I.G.  did  little  to  lessen  the 
panicky  conditions  on  Wall  Street  and  in 
financial  centers  from  London  to  Tokyo, 
Bush’s  proposed  mega-bailout  of  U.S. 
banks  holding  mortgage-backed  securi- 
ties has  halted  the  downslide,  for  the 
moment.  A day  before  the  government 
bailout  of  A.I.G..  the  head  of  a money 
management  firm  warned;  "Its  collapse 
would  be  as  close  to  an  extinction-level 
event  as  the  financial  markets  have  seen 
since  the  Great  Depression”  (New  York 
Times,  16  September), 

The  Liberal  Nostrum 
of  Financial  Regulation 

An  interesting  piece  in  a South  African 
bourgeois  newspaper.  The  Star  (10  Sep- 
tember). blamed  the  current  financial  cri- 
sis on  the  ideological  triumphalism  of  the 
American  ruling  class  following  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1991-92; 

■'In  ihe  absence  of  the  restraining  influ- 
ence that  an  alternative  system's  presence 

offered,  however  leebly.  US-stylc  capital- 
ism moved  into  extreme  mode  For 

market  players  much  ot  the  past  i . years 

has  been  rather  like  a 'I'unk  being  encour- 
aged to  drink  his  way  out  of  a hangover. 
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Instead  of  acting  as  a restraining  influ- 
ence, the  regulators  seemed  intent  on 
accommodating  each  new  session  of 
binge  drinking.” 

This  piece  contains  both  an  important 
component  of  truth  and  a fundamental 
falsehood.  It  is  true  that  American  bour- 
geois triumphalism  over  “the  death  of 
communism”  was  an  important  factor 
contributing  to  the  deregulation  of  finan- 
cial markets  in  the  post-Soviet  period. 
Here  we  should  emphasize  that  the  main 
steps  of  that  program  were  carried  out  by 
the  Democratic  administration  of  Bill 
Clinton  and  spearheaded  by  his  Treasury 
secretary.  Robert  Rubin,  a Wall  Street 
heavyweight  who  is  now  a lop  man  at 
Citigroup.  But  it  is  a liberal  illusion  that 
a financial  crisis  of  the  current  magnitude 
could  have  been  prevented  if  only  the  old 
financial  regulations  had  been  maintained 
and  strengthened.  What  we  are  now  see- 
ing is  a consequence  of  the  fundamental 
workings  of  the  capitalist  system,  not  an 
accidental  occurrence  caused  by  exces- 
sive financial  deregulation. 

Within  just  the  last  two  decades,  major 
financial  crises  have  occurred  throughout 
the  capitalist  world  every  few  years.  In 
1 990-91.  a frenzied  stock  market  and  real 
estate  boom  in  Japan  collapsed,  leading 
to  more  than  a decade  of  economic  stag- 
nation in  the  world’s  second  biggest 
capitalist  economy.  In  the  late  1990s.  a 
sudden  outflow  of  speculative  money 
capital  wreaked  havoc  in  (he  capitalist 
economies  of  East  and  Southeast  Asia, 
from  South  Korea  to  Thailand  to  Indone- 
sia. A few  years  ago  Ihe  dot-com  stock 
market  boom  in  the  U.S.  went  bust, 
ushering  in  a recession. 

The  need  to  restore  and  strengthen 
government  regulation  of  financial  mar- 
kets is  now  the  order  of  the  day  in  Wash- 
ington. In  reality,  at  the  core  of  the  crisis 
are  the  big  banks  (which,  despite  the  scrap- 
ping of  Glass-Steagall.  are  still  regulated) 
rather  than  the  effectively  unregulated 
hedge  funds  and  similar  financial  opera- 
tors. However,  the  government  authorities 
pretty  much  let  the  banks  do  whatever 
they  wanted  as  long  as  they  were  making 
money.  But  now  they  are  regulating  with 
a vengeance,  this  time  to  minimize  the 
banks’  losses. 

Thus,  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  (SEC)  has  just  banned  the 
short  selling  of  almost  800  financial 
stocks  in  an  effort  to  prevent  speculators 
from  further  depressing  their  prices. 
When  a financial  operator  sells  short,  he 
typically  borrows  corporate  stocks  or 
other  securities  from  a broker  and  sells 
them  at  the  current  price  while  agreeing  to 
buy  them  back  later  (at  an  expectedly 
lower  price)  and  return  them  to  the  broker. 
The  difference  is  pocketed  as  profit.  The 
intent  and  effect  of  the  SEC  ban  on  shoil 
selling  is  to  strengthen  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  large  banks  at  the  expense 
of.  for  example,  hedge  funds,  for  whom 
the  practice  is  their  very  life's  blood.  One 
irate  hedge  fund  manager  exclaimed  that 
the  government  is  "turning  a football 
game  into  badminton”  (New  York  Times, 
20  September). 


The  utter  disarray  of  the  captains  of 
finance,  central  bankers  and  government 
officials  charged  with  overseeing  the 
economy  has  demonstrated  the  falla- 
ciousness of  monetarism,  the  dominant 
economic  doctrine  of  the  bourgeois  right 
since  the  ascendancy  of  Ronald  Reagan 
and  Britain’s  Margaret  Thatcher  in  the 
1980s.  The  ideologues  of  monetarism 
confidently  maintained  that  economic 
crises  could  be  minimized,  if  not  elimi- 
nated. by  adjusting  the  amount  of  money 
in  the  banking  system  along  with  interest 
rates.  Today,  that  notion  stands  exposed 
as  a myth. 

Republican  McCain  has  indulged  in 
impassioned,  pseudo-populist  rhetoric 
usually  associated  with  the  left-liberal 
wing  of  the  Democratic  Party,  ranting 
against  ’’the  greed  and  corruption  that 
some  engaged  in  on  Wall  Street"  (New 
York  Times,  16  September).  Needless  to 
say.  Democrat  Obama  has  blamed  the 
current  crisis  on  the  Republicans'  "eco- 
nomic philosophy”  that  the  market  is 
always  right.  He  should  talk!  One  of  his 
main  economic  advisers  is  Robert  Rubin 
who  as  Clinton’s  Treasury  secretary  was 
centrally  responsible  for  scrapping  key 
regulations  governing  banking  practices 
that  were  established  during  the  1930s. 
The  reality  is.  as  the  Wall  Street  Journal 


• (17  September)  clearly  stated;  “Despite 
the  rhetoric,  both  candidates  are  looking 
at  generally  similar  solutions.”  That  is. 
“solutions”  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
capitalist  class  at  the  expense  of  working 
people. 

Toward  a Class-Struggle 
Labor  Movement 

That  the  highly  despised  Bush  admin- 
istration. backed  up  by  the  Democrats, 
has  a free  hand  to  unabashedly  write 
billion-dollar  checks  to  Washington’s 
cronies  on  Wall  Street  speaks  to  the  low 
level  of  class  struggle  in  this  country. 
The  increasing  disappearance  of  good 
jobs  and  their  replacement  by  MeJobs. 
the  slashing  of  pensions  and  health  care 
benefits,  the  enormous  weakening  of  the 
unions — all  this  and  more  takes  place 
with  the  acquiescence  of  the  pro-capitalist 
trade-union  bureaucracy.  Instead  of  mobi- 
lizing in  struggle,  they  tie  working  peo- 
ple and  the  oppressed  to  the  capitalist 
system,  especially  through  support  to 
the  Democratic  Party,  the  other  party 
of  American  capitalism,  racism  and  war. 
Every  election  year,  millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  union  members’  dues 
are  wasted  on  backing  one  capitalist  poli- 
tician or  another  as  a "friend”  of  labor, 
as  is  happening  this  election  year  with 
the  unions’  support  to  Obama. 

This  bureaucracy.’  which  parasitically 
sits  atop  the  unions.  Is  on  the  one  hand 
susceptible  to  the  demands  of  its  working- 
class  base.  At  times,  it  is  pressured  both 
by  labor’s  ranks  and  by  the  provocations 
of  the  bosses  into  strikes  and  other  labor 
action.  On  the  other  hand,  they  have  often 
thrown  in  the  towel  or  signed  egregious 
give-back  contracts.  But  unions  will  not 
get  anywhere  playing  by  the  bosses’  rules. 

It  is  necessary  to  forge  a new  leadership 
of  the  unions  based  on  the  understand- 
ing that  there  are  two  decisive  classes  in 
capitalist  society,  the  proletariat  and  the 
bourgeoisie,  whose  interests  are  irrecon- 
cilably opposed.  A class-struggle  leader- 
ship of  the  unions  would  fight  for  a series 
of  transitional  demands,  which  start  from 
the  current  consciousness  of  wide  layers 
of  the  working  class  and  their  daily  strug- 
gles against  the  capitalists  and  lead  to  the 
program  of  proletarian  revolution.  The 
fight  to  mobilize  labor  in  struggle  for 
its  class  interests  must  include  the  fight 
continued  on  page  W 
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Victory  to  the  Moncure  Plywood  Workers  Strike! 

workers  under  siege  in  North  Carolina 


WV  Photo 


North  Carolina 

SEPTEMBER  21 — Facing  down  a new 
plant  management  that  has  a history  of 
busting  unions,  the  114  members  of  the 
International  Association  of  Machinists 
(lAM)  Local  Lodge  W369  are  on  strike 
at  Moncure  Plywood  in  Chatham 
County,  North  Carolina.  Spirits  arc 
high  among  the  striking  workers,  who 
walked  off  the  job  on  July  20  after 
bosses  tried  to  impose  mandatory  60- 
hour  workweeks  and  other  anti-union 
measures  in  contract  negotiations.  Work- 
ers Vanguard  salesmen  visited  the 
picket  lines  during  a trip  to  the  area  for 
our  annual  subscription  drive.  One 
black  striker  told  WV  that  this  struggle 
was  about  rights,  not  money,  adding; 
"Even  the  slaves  got  a day  off 
Already  long  hours  at  the  plant  are 
made  worse  by  the  dangerous  working 
conditions,  including  the  lack  of  venti- 
lation. missing  saw  guards  and  accu- 
mulation of  combustible  dust. 

While  production  at  the  plant  is 
reportedly  down,  it  remains  open. 
According  to  an  lAM  W369  representa- 


tive. management  has  recruited  scabs, 
including  from  among  Latino  immi- 
grants, and  lured  some  40  former  mem- 
bers of  the  union  back  to  work.  In  a 


plant  that  was  60  percent  black  and  30 
percent  Latino  before  the  strike,  bosses 
have  stated  that  they  will  not  hire  any 
more  black  workers.  With  immigrant 


and  elsewhere  in  the  South,  including 
through  government  workplace  raids, 
management  views  these  workers  as 
vulnerable  and  easily  intimidated  into 
opposing  the  union.  Meanwhile,  a noose 
was  provocatively  hung  near  the  pick- 
ets. This  demonstrates  that  championing 
black  rights  and  fighting  for  full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  all  immigrants  are  key 
to  mobilizing  labor's  power  in  struggle 
against  capitalist  exploitation. 

For  weeks,  deputy  sheriffs  harassed 
the  striking  workers.  The  role  of  the 
cop.s  is  to  defend  the  bosses'  profits  and 
rule.  The  same  forces  of  the  capitalist 
state,  historically  backed  up  by  Klan  ter- 
ror. uphold  the  "right  to  work”  laws  that 
have  kept  North  Carolina  open  shop  and 
largely  non-union.  Instead  of  launching 
a campaign  to  organize  the  unorganized, 
the  pro-capitalist  officials  of  the  AFL- 
CIO  and  Change  to  Win  trade-union 
federations  preach  reliance  on  their 
"friends”  in  the  capitalist  Democratic 
Party.  Electing  Democrats,  who  are  rep- 
resentatives of  the  class  enemy,  is  an 
obstacle  to  the  way  forward;  hard  class 
struggle.  Victory  to  the  Moncure  Ply- 
wood workers  strike! 


Wall  Street... 


(continued  from  page  9) 

against  all  forms  of  discrimination  and  for 
full  citizenship  rights  for  immigrants;  for 
a shorter  workweek  with  no  loss  in  pay 
in  order  to  fight  unemployment;  against 
the  bosses*  union-busting  "two  tier"  con- 
tracts; for  union  defense  guards  against  the 
scabherders;  for  mass  picketing  and  plant 
occupations  to  win  strikes  instead  of  bow- 
ing to  the  bosses'  laws. 

To  forge  such  a leadership  requires  a 
political  fight  within  the  labor  movement  to 
sweep  away  all  wings  of  the  pro-capitalist 
labor  bureaucracy.  This  is  integrally  linked 
to  the  fight  for  a workers  party — like  Lenin 
and  Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  Party — to  provide 
revolutionary  leadership  to  the  struggles  of 
the  workers  in  the  fight  for  socialist  revo- 
lution and  the  building  of  a workers  state 
where  those  who  labor  rule. 

Expropriate  the  Exploiters! 

For  a Workers  Government! 

The  reformists  of  the  International  Social- 
ist Organization  (ISO)  provide  a classic 
social-democratic  take  on  the  financial 
crisis  (Socialist  Worker,  19  September); 
"Now  that  they  have  bailed  out  the  mort- 
gage giants  Fannie  Mae  and  Freddie  Mac. 
shouldn't  U.S.  taxpayers  have  a say  in  the 


companies'  operations?  Why  •vhouldn'l 
the  public  owners  of  these  companies 
insist  on  a moratorium  on  foreclosures  on 
the  loans  owned  or  guaranteed  by  Fannie 
and  Freddie.... 

"Now  that  the  federal  government  has 
gotten  into  the  insurance  business  with 
the  takeover  of  the  largest  insurance 
company  in  the  world,  is  there  any  jus- 
tification for  anyone  in  the  U S going 
without  health  care  coverage,  much  less 
45  million  people? 

"And  when  the  objection  comes  that  the 
U S.  government  will  have  to  cut  spend- 
ing to  pay  for  the  Wall  Street  rescues, 
there  should  be  no  question  about  where 
the  money  should  come  from.  The  fed- 
eral government  could  get  the  whole  sum 
for  the  AIG  takeover  from  the  Pentagon 
budget  and  still  leave  the  U.S.  military 
with  more  money — many  times  over — 
than  any  other  country  in  the  world." 

Such  a statement — including  the  ISO’s 
backhanded  support  to  a (scaled-down) 
imperialist  military  force— could  have  been 
issued  by  such  European  "socialist"  parties 
as  the  French  Socialist  Party  or  the  Left 
Party  in  Germany.  The  ISO  protests  that 
its  demands  are  not  put  forward  by  “either 
of  the  mainstream  parlies"  because  that 
“would  strain  at  the  boundaries  of  the  profit 
system.”  But  their  statement  is  intended  to 
reinforce  the  reformist  myth  that  one  can 
smoothly  make  the  transformation  to  "more 
butter,  less  guns”  by  taking  over  manage- 
ment of  the  bourgeois  state. 
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TROTSKYIST  LEAGUE  OF  CANADA/LIGUE  TROTSKYSTE  DU  CANADA 


As  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels 
taught  long  ago.  the  courts,  cops,  prisons 
and  armed  forces  are  core  components 
of  the  capitalist  slate — a machinery  of 
organized  violence  to  protect  the  rule  and 
profits  of  the  exploiting  class  An  old 
socialist  noted  some  years  back,  on  behalf 
of  the  working  people,  that  everything  the 
bourgeoisie  doesn't  have  nailed  down  we 
are  going  to  steal,  and  what  is  nailed  down 
we  are  going  to  nationalize.  Another,  Sid- 
ney Hook,  before  he  became  a raving 
right-winger,  used  to  worry  whether  expro- 
priation should  be  with  or  without  com- 
pensation. Hell,  the  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation was  a gigantic  expropriation 
without  compensation;  by  freeing  black 
people  from  chattel  slavery  most  of  the 
capital  of  the  rulers  of  the  Confederacy 
was  taken  away  from  its  owners. 

It’s  a political  question  at  bottom.  You 
can  solve  a lot  of  problems  with  "domes- 
tic cash  transfers" — make  life  livable  for 
workers,  blacks.  Latinos,  jobless,  home- 
less, welfare  mothers,  drug  users,  etc. 
And  we  communists  intend  to  do  so.  But 
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you  have  to  first  smash  the  power  of  the 
bourgeoisie.  For  that  you  need  to  build  a 
workers  party,  one  that  doesn't  "respect” 
the  property  values  of  the  bourgeoisie,  a 
party  that  says  to  the  exploited  and 
oppressed:  we  want  more,  we  want  all  of 
it.  it  ought  to  be  ours,  so  take  it.  And 
when  we  have  the  wealth  of  this  country, 
we  will  begin  to  build  a planned  socialist 
economy  on  an  international  scale.  Then 
we  can  right  some  historical  wrongs  and 
crimes  and  pay  off  some  debts  left  over 
by  our  rulers,  -like  some  lens  of  billions 
of  dollars  to  the  Vietnamese  and  others 
whose  countries  have  been  maimed  under 
the  passing  treads  of  American  tanks.  As 
for  "compensalion”  to  the  people  who 
have  driven  the  United  Stales  to  ruin,  we 
can  offer  to  those  who  don’t  get  in  our  way 
that  they  will  live  to  see  their  grandchil- 
dren prosper  in  a truly  humane  society. 

We  need  a workers  parly  to  grab  the 
vanishing  wealth  of  America  before  the 
bourgeoisie  squanders  it  all.  Fight,  don 't 
starve— for  class  struggle  against  the  U.S. 
capitalist  rulers!  ■ 
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Spartacist  Forums 

Down  With  Imperialist  and  Dalai  Lama  Provocations! 

Defend  the  Gains 
of  the  1949  Chinese  Revolution! 

For  Workers  Political  Revolution! 


Obama/McCain/McKinney-Class  Enemies  of  Workers,  Oppressed 

Bourgeois  Elections  and  the  Imperial 
Presidency:  A Marxist  Analysis 

For  a Workers  Party  to  Fight  for  a Workers  Government! 
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Imperiailst 
Frenzy  Over 
Afghanistan 


V^ter  1979-aoy 

Pl^neia 


Soviet  military 
intervention  in  1979 
opened  the  road  to 
emancipation  of 
Afghan  women. 
Before  Soviet 
withdrawal,  over  half 
of  students  at  Kabul 
University  were 
women  (left).  Today, 
in  U.S.-‘‘liberated" 
Afghanistan  women 
are  segregated, 
humiliated,  degraded 
(right). 


ISO’s  War... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

in  Afghanistan  was  the  direct  precursor  to 
the  1991-92  capitalist  counterrevolution 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  destroying  the  home- 
land of  the  October  Revolution. 

As  the  Soviets  pulled  out  of  Afghani- 
stan. we  extended  an  offer  to  the  belea- 
guered PDPA  regime  to  organize  inter- 
national brigades  to  "fight  to  the  death" 
against  the  mujahedin  cutthroats.  This  offer 
was  refused,  but  the  Partisan  Defense  Com- 
mittee— a class-struggle,  non-sectarian 
legal  and  social  defense  organization 
associated  with  the  Spartacist  League — 
took  up  the  PDPA’s  appeal  to  organize 
an  international  aid  campaign  for  the 
besieged  city  of  Jalalabad,  raising  some 
$44,000.  For  the  next  three  years,  the 
Kabul  government  forces,  especially  the 
women’s  militias,  fought  valiantly,  but 
were  finally  overrun  by  the  U.S. -backed 
fundamentalists.  A few  years  later,  the 
Taliban,  bom  and  bred  under  the  patron- 
age of  Pakistan’s  ISI  secret  police  and 
supported  by  the  U.S.,  emerged  as  the 
strongest  of  the  mujahedin  factions  in  the 
internecine  feuding  that  broke  out  after 


the  fall  of  the  PDPA  regime,  coming  to 
power  in  Afghanistan  in  1996. 

The  ISO  greeted  the  Taliban’s  rise  to 
power  by  grotesquely  declaring.  "Tragi- 
cally. the  Taliban  has  no  answer  to  the  ter- 
rible crisis  of  the  country”!  The  Cliffites 
have  always  displayed  a certain  penchant 
for  Islamic  fundamentalism.  As  the  Shi’ite 
mullahs  fought  for  power  in  Iran  in  1979. 
we  put  forward  a program  for  proletarian 
revolution,  declaring:  “Down  With  the 
Shah!  Down  With  the  Mullahs!  Workers 
Must  Lead  Iranian  Revolution!”  In  con- 
trast. the  ISO  ran  laudatory  articles  on  the 
mullahs’  "mass  movement"  with  head- 
lines like.  "The  Form — Religious,  the 
Spirit — Revolution!"  In  1994.  the  Cliff- 
ites published  a pamphlet  by  SWP  “theo- 
retician" Chris  Harman  titled.  The  Prophet 
and  the  Proletariat,  complete  with  a 
green  cover  and  Arabic-looking  lettering, 
while  the  British  SWP  declared.  "Islamists 
have  now  replaced  socialists  and  the  left 
in  terms  of  being  in  the  frontline  against 
the  state  in  many  countries"  (Socialist 
Worker  (Britain),  20  August  1994). 

The  Cliffites’  genuflection  before  re- 
ligious reaction  is  not  a bizarre  aberra- 
tion. They  have  historically  sided  with 
any  and  all  counterrevolutionary  forces 


against  the  Soviet  Union,  no  matter  how 
reactionary.  In  this,  they  stand  com- 
pletely in  line  with  U.S.  imperialism, 
which,  notwithstanding  its  current  reac- 
tionary crusade  against  Islamic  funda- 
mentalism. fostered  the  growth  of  Islamic 
reaction  for  decades  as  a bulwark  against 
"godless”  Communism  and  even  secular 
nationalism.  In  1950.  John  Foster  Dulles, 
who  was  later  Secretary  of  State  during 
the  Eisenhower  presidency,  wrote:  “The 
religions  of  the  East  are  deeply  rooted 
and  have  many  precious  values.  Their  spir- 
itual beliefs  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
Communist  atheism  and  materialism. 
That  creates  a common  bond  between  us. 
and  our  task  is  to  find  it  and  develop  it." 

Just  as  it  was  obligatory  to  fight  for 
the  unconditional  military  defense  of 
the  Soviet  Union  and  East  European  de- 
formed workers  states,  so  it  is  the  elemen- 
tary duty  of  workers  around  the  world  to 
defend  the  remaining  deformed  workers 
states  of  China.  Cuba.  Vietnam  and  North 
Korea.  Today,  the  ISO  continues  to  fight 
Charlie  Wilson’s  war.  In  "Tyrannies  That 
Ruled  in  the  Name  of  Socialism”  (Social- 
ist Worker,  28  August).  Paul  D’Amato  re- 
asserts the  ISO’s  "Where  We  Stand"  call 
for  capitalist  counterrevolution:  "China  and 


Cuba.  like  the  former  Soviet  Union  and 
Eastern  Bloc,  have  nothing  to  do  with 
socialism.  They  are  state  capitalist  re- 
gimes.” The  ISO  sides  with  the  forces  of 
“democratic”  imperialism  and  capitali.st 
counterrevolution,  reprinting  in  Socialist 
WorAer  online  (27  August)  a piece  by  Dave 
Zirin.  a regular  contributor  to  that  paper, 
that  chides  the  bourgeois  media  for  insuf- 
ficient China-bashing  during  the  Olym- 
pics and  condemning  them  for  supposedly 
not  asking  "why  the  State  Department  last 
April  took  China  off  its  list  of  nations  that 
commit  human  rights  violations.” 

As  Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky 
taught,  you  can't  win  new  gains  without 
defending  those  already  won.  The  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  welcomed  by  the 
imperialists  and  their  social-democratic 
lackeys  like  the  ISO  was  a world-historic 
defeat  for  the  international  proletariat, 
creating  a “one  superpower"  world  where 
the  U.S.  imperialists  feel  they  can  run 
roughshod  over  the  world.  It  paved  the 
way  for  the  brutal  wars  against  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  where  women  continue  to 
be  enslaved.  U.S.  out  of  Iraq  and  Afghan- 
istan! Defeat  U.S.  imperialism  through 
workers  revolution!  For  new  October 
Revolutions!  m 


Katrina... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

northward  to  Houston.  This  must  be 
linked  to  a fight  to  unionize  the  increas- 
ing numbers  of  unorganized  workers.  In 
the  "right  to  work"  South,  where  the 
racist  legacy  of  slavery  and  Jim  Crow 
segregation  has  always  .served  to  head 
off  labor  struggle,  the  struggle  for 
unionization  must  center  on  the  fight 
for  black  rights  as  well  as  the  rights 
of  immigrant  workers.  Full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants!  Organize  the 
unorganized! 

Such  a perspective  requires  a politi- 
cal fight  against  the  pro-capitalist  labor 
tops  who  chain  working  people  and  the 
oppressed  to  the  capitalist  class  enemy, 
especially  through  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  To  unleash  the  social  power 
of  this  country’s  multiracial  proletariat, 
there  needs  to  be  a fight  to  replace  the 
labor  bureaucracy  with  a leadership  com- 
mitted to  mobilizing  labor’s  power  inde- 
pendently of  the  capitalist  state  and  poli- 
ticians and  in  the  interests  of  all  the 
exploited  and  oppressed. 

Contrast  the  havoc  wreaked  along  the 
Gulf  Coast  and  Texas  with  the  Cuban 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state, 
where  capitalist  rule  was  overthrown  in 
1960-61 , By  the  time  Gustav  and  Ike  had 
swept  through  Cuba,  the  government  had 
evacuated  over  2,5  million  people,  or  over 
21  percent  of  the  entire  island’s  popula- 
tion. No  one  was  killed  during  Gustav, 
though  four  people  died  during  Ike.  (In 
the  U.S..  total  deaths  from  both  storms 
were  over  1(X)  people.)  In  Cuba,  despite 
its  relative  poverty,  intensified  by  over 
four  decades  of  U.S.  imperialist  eco- 
nomic embargo,  the  government  rou- 
tinely moves  large  numbers  of  people  to 
safe  areas  of  the  island  during  major  hur- 
ricanes. The  government  provides  early, 
accurate  scientific  foreca.sting,  educates 
and  mobilizes  the  population,  and  holds 
detailed  post-disaster  assessments.  Every 
year  there  are  dress  rehearsals,  and  each 


community  has  arrangements  in  place 
for  shelters,  transport,  additional  food 
and  medical  backup.  Some  3.000  health 
professionals  make  up  a mobile  disaster 
response  team  that  has  provided  aid  not 
only  internally  but  also  to  disaster  survi- 
vors internationally. 

Cuba  has  suffered  catastrophic  prop- 
erty and  crop  damage  this  year,  requir- 
ing massive  rehabilitation.  The  Cuban 
government  had  asked  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment to  consider  lifting  its  46-year-old 
trade  embargo  for  at  least  six  months  to 
allow  it  to  buy  materials  for  reconstruc- 
tion. but  Washington  has  refused  to 
change  its  policy  on  the  embargo,  im- 
posed on  Cuba  since  1962  under  the 
Democratic  Kennedy  administration.  The 
Bush  administration  offered  time-limited 
aid  as  long  as  it  bypassed  the  government, 
and  Democrat  Barack  Obama  agreed, 
stating:  “Make  no  mistake — the  embargo 
must  remain."  We  call  for  an  end  to 
U.S.  imperialism’s  embargo  against  Cuba, 
a blatant  act  of  war.  Defend  the  Cuban 
Revolution! 

In  Haiti,  four  storms  in  three  weeks 
killed  over  300  people.  Haiti  languishes 
in  ruin.  It  has  been  a victim  of  the  U.S. 
and  other  capitalist  powers  since  winning 
independence  in  the  1791-1804  Haitian 
Revolution.  The  Bush  administration  in 
2000  slashed  foreign  aid.  even  block- 
ing previously  approved  loans  from  the 
Inter-American  Development  Bank  for 
improvements  in  education,  roads,  health 
care  and  the  water  supply,  plunging  what 
was  already  the  poorest  country  in  the 
Western  hemisphere  and  one  of  the  most 
malnourished  populations  in  the  world 
into  even  greater  poverty.  Now  after 
this  summer’s  storms,  cemetery  work- 
ers trudge  through  the  coastal  town  of 
Gonaives  fetching  the  bloated  corpses 
emerging  from  the  muck  daily. 

Speaking  about  Katrina  back  in  2005. 
Obama  declared  that  "the  ineptitude  was 
color-blind."  Despite  differences  over  par- 
ticular tactics,  the  Republicans  and  Dem- 
ocrats are  united  in  defending  the  capital- 
ist system.  Obama  could  only  get  away 


with  his  lying  pronouncement  in  a period 
of  relatively  low  social  and  working-class 
struggle.  The  fight  for  black  freedom  is  a 
strategic  task  for  a proletarian  revolution 
in  the  U.S.  A class-conscious  labor  move- 
ment under  revolutionary  leadership  must 
and  will  lake  up  the  fight  for  black  libera- 
tion as  an  inseparable  part  of  the  struggle 
for  the  emancipation  of  workers  from 
capitalist  exploitation.  We  fight  fora  third 
American  revolution,  a socialist  revolu- 
tion. to  complete  the  unfinished  tasks  of 
the  Civil  War. 

Across  the  U.S..  systematic  deindus- 
trialization and  lack  of  investment  have 
resulted  in  a rotting  infrastructure:  bridges 
collapse  in  the  Midwest,  power  grids  fail 
and  levees  burst  all  along  the  Missis- 
sippi and  its  swollen  tributaries.  The  bold 
engineering  that  characterized  an  earlier, 
ascendant  American  capitalism  is  long 
gone  and  is  utterly  unimaginable  for  the 
decaying  shells  of  urban  centers  today 


alongside  stretches  of  empty,  crumbling 
factories.  The  country’s  capitalist  rulers 
have  looted  basic  industry,  and  their  drive 
for  ever-greater  profits  means  depraved 
indifference  to  the  lives  of  those  they 
exploit. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  a social- 
ist planned  economy,  in  which  natural 
resources  and  the  technological  and  pro- 
ductive forces  of  society  would  be  mar- 
shaled on  behalf  of  human  needs,  not 
profit.  The  Spartacist  League  is  dedicated 
to  building  a Leninist  vanguard  party  that 
will  lead  the  working  class  to  sweep 
away  this  cruel  economic  system  and 
replace  it  with  working-class  rule.  As 
we  wrote  in  a statement  on  the  New 
Orleans  racist  atrocity  (reprinted  in  WV 
No.  854.  16  September  2005):  “This 
anarchic,  irrational  profit-driven  system 
cannot  even  provide  for  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  the  population — the  system 
must  go  "■ 
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WOKkenS  kMCOAkP 


Three  Years  After  Katrina  Racist  Atrocity 


New  Orleans  Still  in  Ruins 


Above:  In  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  capitalist  rulers  abandoned  masses  of 
black  and  poor  people  in  New  Orleans  Convention  Center.  Below:  Desperate 
people  line  up  for  food  in  front  of  Superdome  in  New  Orleans  three  days  after 
Hurricane  Gustav. 


Republican  National  Convention.  More 
recently,  in  the  wake  of  Ike.  Bush  has 
been  buzzing  around  Texas  urging  indi- 
vidual donors  to  avoid  "disaster  fatigue." 
while  the  government  bails  out  Wall 
.Street  parasites.  But  cutbacks  and  neglect 
of  infrastructure  and  social  services  are 
Democratic  as  well  as  Republican  policy. 
Over  two  decades  of  neglect  of  the  flood 
control  system  around  New  Orleans  prior 
to  Katrina  included  the  eight  years  of  the 
Clinton  administration,  during  which  the 
federal  government  ran  a budget  surplus 
for  several  years. 

Since  2005.  57  percent  of  New  Orleans’ 
black  population  has  not  been  able  to 
return,  and  the  number  of  homeless  has 
doubled.  In  May.  Mayor  Nagin  declared 
that  the  homeless  of  New  Orleans  should 
be  given  "one  way"  tickets  out  of  town. 
Affordable  rental  housing  has-  been  wiped 
out;  the  public  housing  that  existed  has 
been  bulldozed,  bus  service  cut  by  80  per- 
cent. public  health  facilities  closed — many 
of  the  basic  necessities  that  supported  the 
population  are  being  phased  out.  Some 
75.000  trailers  poisoned  with  the  toxic 
chemical  formaldehyde  were  issued  to 
Katrina  evacuees,  and  the  government 
has  yet  to  come  up  with  any  disaster  plan 
for  housing  future  storm  victims.  Today, 
nearly  7.000  families  live  in  FEMA  trail- 
ers in  metropolitan  New  Orleans,  and 
those  who  have  been  evicted  have  nowhere 
to  go. 

City  ordinances  banning  "multifamily 
dwellings”  and  moratoriums  on  “mixed 
income”  developments  are  aimed  at  keep- 
ing blacks  and  Latinos  out.  Confeder- 
ate flags.  KKK  crosses  on  lawns,  house 
burnings,  cops  and  Jim  Crow  “zoning” 
laws  all  greet  families  trying  to  resettle. 
After  the  firing  of  all  public  school 
teachers  and  staff,  more  than  half  of 
the  schools  have  been  privatized,  in 
effect  destroying  the  public  education 
system,  which  was  already  one  of  the 
most  decrepit  in  the  country.  "Nonprofit” 
organizations,  foundations  and  businesses 
have  been  recreating  the  city  as  a play- 
ground for  wealthy  white  tourists.  Re- 
ferring to  the  many  schemes  laid  out 
for  the  battered  city.  New  Orleans  poet 
Kalamu  Ya  Salaam  said.  “It  wasn’t 
a blank  slate,  it  was  a cemetery.  People 
were  killed,  and  they’re  building  on  lop 
of  their  bones.” 


AFP 


Tens  of  thousands  of  immigrants  have 
come  to  the  Gulf  Coast  area  since  2005. 
Many  were  too  afraid  of  arrest  to  board 
buses  to  escape  the  recent  storms.  The 
Red  Cross  announced  that  they  would 
be  “impartial"  to  government  raids  of 
shelters — i.e..  they  would  not  oppose 
anti-immigrant  raids  by  Immigration  and 
Customs  Enforcement  (I.C.E.).  Others 
fled  on  their  own  because  of  the  police 
buildup  and  nightly  curfews. 

For  all  workers  who  struggle  to  survive 
in  the  Gulf  region,  prevailing  wage  laws 
have  been  thrown  out  the  window  and  pay 
is  poverty  scale.  These  workers  should  be 
a force  for  revitalization  of  the  Gulf  Coast. 
There  must  be  a struggle  for  union  jobs  at 
union  wage  scales  for  all.  with  health  care, 
housing  and  all  other  necessities.  What 
is  needed  at  minimum  is  a massive  pro- 
gram of  federally  funded  public  works 
to  rebuild  New  Orleans  and  the  rest  of 
the  devastated  Gulf  Coast,  stretching 
now  to  inundated  Galveston.  Texas,  and 
ctmtinueJ  on  page  I / 


government  that  treated  them  as  if  the 
storm  were  another  opportunity  to  purge 
more  of  New  Orleans’  black  population. 
Now  the  returnees  struggle  alongside 
Texas  victims  of  Hurricane  Ike  for  food 
stamps,  tarps  and  tents. 

The  oil  magnates  and  the  rest  of  the 
capitalist  rulers  and  their  bureaucrats 
breathed  a huge,  collective  sigh  of  relief 
that  Gustav  fizzled.  They  knew  they  had 
lucked  out.  The  levees  on  the  West  Bank 
area  of  New  Orleans  where  this  year’s 
storm  hit  had  not  been  tested  by  Katrina. 
Old.  shoddily  built  levees,  neglected  for 
decades,  still  leak,  and  much  of  the  repair 
work  has  been  done  hurriedly  and  remains 
incomplete.  In  April,  a local  news  sta- 
tion reported  that  two  years  ago  a resident 
had  found  newspaper  stuffed  in  an  expan- 
sion joint  of  a St  Bernard  flood  wall 
that  has  yet  to  be  repaired.  There  are  325 
miles  of  repairs  that  need  to  be  made;  the 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  projects  are  only 
20  percent  complete,  not  expected  to  be 
finished  until  2011.  There  are  unfin- 
ished flood  walls  along  the  Harvey  Canal 
south  of  the  city.  Gaps  in  walls  have  been 
filled  in  with  earth  and  sand. 

As  he  toured  other  parts  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  hit  by  Gustav.  George  Bush  didn’t 
dare  set  fool  in  New  Orleans,  while 
McCain,  owner  of  (at  least)  seven  homes, 
modulated  the  partying  down  at  the 


The  abandonment  of  masses  of  over- 
whelmingly black  and  poor  people  in  the 
Gulf  Coast  by  America’s  capitalist  rulers 
m the  face  of  Hurricane  Katrina  three 
years  ago  is  a crime  that  must  be  seared 
into  the  memory  of  working  people.  The 
people  left  to  die.  the  many  others  who  to 
this  day  cannot  return  to  their  city,  were 
not  victims  of  a "natural  disaster”  but  of 
a capitalist  economic  system  that  upholds 
profit  over  human  life.  This  reality  of 
American  capitalism  was  brought  home 
once  again  shortly  before  Hurricane  Gus- 
tav hit  the  Gulf  Coast  and  Ike  swept 
through  southern  Texas.  On  August  13. 
a judge  threw  out  murder  and  attempt- 
ed murder  charges  against  .seven  New 
Orleans  cops  who  in  2005  shot  down  des- 
perate New  Orleans  residents  trying  to 
cross  a bridge  to  food  and  safety,  killing 
two  people. 

As  Hurricane  Gustav  approached  a still 
gutted  and  devastated  New  Orleans,  peo- 
ple loo  dispossessed,  elderly  and  sick 
to  flee  the  threat  were  treated  again  to 
a combination  of  capitalist  brutality  and 
racist  contempt.  Since  the  beleaguered 
residents  understandably  had  little  trust  in 
a government  that  left  them  to  die  three 
years  ago.  the  evacuations  were  made 
“mandatory”  and  accompanied  by  dusk- 
lo-dawn  curfews  with  threats  of  arrest  on 
sight.  Just  as  in  2005.  when  Hurricane 
Katrina  pounded  the  Gulf  Coast,  racist 
hysteria  was  whipped  up  as  all  types  of 
law  enforcement,  in  roughly  a one-to-one 
ratio  with  residents,  occupied  the  streets 
of  New  Orleans  cluttered  with  roadblocks 
and  Humvees.  This  included  National 
Guard  troops  who  have  not  been  demo- 
bilized since  2005.  Black  Democratic 
mayor  Ray  Nagin  ranted.  "Anybody  who 
is  caught  looting  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  will  go  directly  to  Angola.”  one  of 
America’s  most  notorious  prisons.  "God 
bless  you  if  you're  there,”  he  warned. 
Meanwhile,  in  New  York  City,  the  capital- 
ist rulers’  “preparedness”  included  open- 
ing the  New  York  Mercantile  Exchange 
early  to  allow  extra  time  for  Gulf  oil  specu- 
lators to  position  themselves  to  profiteer. 

Many  of  New  Orleans'  evacuated  poor 
residents  were  holed  up  in  abandoned 
warehouses,  getting  a “sickening  reminder 
of  Katrina,”  as  a New  York  Times  editorial 
(21  September)  put  it.  The  editorial  noted; 
"Evacuees  said  they  had  had  no  idea 
where  they  were  going;  bus  drivers  would 
not  tell  them.  When  they  arrived,  there 
were  not  enough  portable  toilets,  and  no 


showers-  For  five  days  there  was  no  way 
to  bathe,  except  with  bottled  water  in 
filthy  outdoor  toilets.  Privacy  in  the  vast 
open  space — 1.000  people  to  a ware- 
house. shoulder-lo-shoulder  on  cots — wa.s 
nonexistent.  The  mood  among  evacuees 
was  grim,  surrounded  as  they  were  by 
police  officers  and  the  National  Guard, 
with  no  visitors  or  reporters  allowed." 

After  Gustav  passed,  residents  had  to 

fight  to  be  allowed  to  return,  defying  a 


People  waiting  in  line  to  get  gas  in  Houston  after  Hurricane  Ike.  September  14. 
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Democrats,  Republicans  Fleece  Working  People 


Financial  Crisis: 
Bankruptcy  of  Capitalism 


Chlnn/C^'f0^^lcle 


Above:  Foreclosed  family's  last  goodbye  to  Oakland  home.  Below:  Bank  run 
on  IndyMac  in  Pasadena,  California.  July  14. 


Reuters 


OCTOBER  6 — In  the  biggest  bailout  in 
U.S.  history,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives voted  to  allocate  some  $700  billion 
to  buy  out  the  "toxic  assets”  of  banks  and 
other  major  financial  institutions..  Aptly 
dubbed  "cash  for  trash”  by  international 
bankers,  under  the  bailout  deal  the  gov- 
ernment will  pay  a premium  for  "trash” 
on  bank  ledgers,  centrally  mortgage- 
backed  securities  that  high-rolling  finan- 
ciers bought  en  masse  in  speculative 
schemes  to  cash  in  on  the  U.S.  housing 
market.  When  that  bubble  burst,  bankers 
began  to  sharply  cut  back  lending  to  busi- 
nesses, consumers  and  even  to  each  other, 
threatening  to  trigger  an  even  deeper  eco- 
nomic crisis.  While  cynically  decrying 
Wall  Street  “greed."  the  Republicans  and 
Democrats  came  to  the  rescue  with  their 
near-trillion  dollar  subsidy  in  tax  dollars 
to  compensate  for  the  losses  of  the  bank- 
ing and  financial  looters.  The  deal  gives 
virtually  unlimited  authority  for  doling 
out  billions  to  Wall  Street  fat  cats  to 
Treasury  Secretary  Henry  Paulson,  who 
made  close  to  a half-billion  dollars  during 
the  boom  times  in  housing  in  his  former 
capacity  as  head  of  Goldman  Sachs! 

Raising  the  spectre  of  the  Great  De- 
pression. bourgeois  economists  and  media 
pundits  insisted  that  the  Wall  Street  bail- 
out was  the  price  that  everyone  had  to  pay 
for  restoring  stability.  But  no  one  really 
believes  that  the  bailout  will  do  much  for 
the  economy;  the  stock  market  continues 
to  plunge  as  credit  tightens  even  further. 
You  don't  have  to  watch  The  Sopranos  to 
know  extortion  when  you  see  it. 

The  working  class,  poor  and  oppressed 
have  plenty  to  fear  as  this  crisis  is  being 
played  out  on  their  backs.  Mortgage  fore- 
closures are  sweeping  the  country  at  a 
rate  not  seen  since  the  1930s  Depression. 
The  wholesale  destruction  of  pension 
programs  now  means  that  many  are  also 
seeing  the  retirement  monies  that  they 
invested  in  stock  market  and  other  ac- 
counts go  up  in  smoke.  An  article  in  the 
New  York  Times  (30  September)  sug- 
gested that  people  facing  retirement  con- 
sider working  a few  years  longer  to  let  the 
"magic  of  the  market  place”  work  its  sup- 
posed wonders.  A few  days  later,  it  was 
announced  that  September  saw  the  biggest 
monthly  Job  loss — 159.000 — in  five  years, 
coming  on  top  of  some  600.000  jobs  that 
have  been  lost  since  the  beginning  of  this 
year  alone.  Some  6.1  million  people  are 
working  part-time  because  their  hours 
were  cut  or  they  couldn't  find  a full-time 
job.  And  for  those  who  still  have  a job.  it's 
another  day  older  and  deeper  in  debt  try- 
ing to  make  ends  meet — paying  the  rent 
or  mortgage,  groceries,  credit  cards  and 
other  debts,  gas  and  car  payments. 


Across  the  country,  working  people  are 
enraged  at  seeing  their  tax  dollars  going  to 
line  the  pockets  of  those  responsible  for 
their  ruin.  Populist  appeals  to  this  anger 
came  less  from  the  Democrats,  who  gener- 
ally posture  as  the  "friends”  of  the  "little 
guy."  than  from  Republicans  in  Congress. 
The  Republicans'  votes  initially  meant  the 
defeat  of  the  bailout  package.  leading  to  the 
largest  one-day  point  drop  in  the  Dow 
Jones  stock  index  in  history.  The  Republi- 
can rants  against  "big  government"  have 
long  been  the  code  word  in  this  country  for 
sla.shing  any  and  all  known  siKial  programs 


benefiting  the  working  class,  black  people, 
immigrants,  the  poor,  the  sick  and  the  aged. 

Since  the  counterrevolutionary  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991  -92.  Amer- 
ica's rulers  have  reveled  in  the  supposed 
"death  of  communism"  as  they  increasingly 
savaged  the  unions,  drove  up  the  rate  of 
exploitation  of  the  working  class  and  made 
life  unlivable  for  the  poor,  particularly  the 
masses  of  dispossessed  black  people  in  the 
inner  cities.  Now  Republican  Congressmen 
present  the  government  bailout  of  those 
who  massively  enriched  themselves  on  the 
backs  of  the  working  cla.ss  and  poor  as,  in 


the  words  of  Texas  Republican  Jeb  Hensar- 
ling.  "the  slippery  slope  to  socialism"! 

The  current  financial  crisis  is  a compel- 
ling argument  for  a thoroughgoing  .socialist 
revolution  in  this  counuy  to  .seize  the  banks, 
the  factories,  mines,  mills  and  other  means 
of  production  from  the  hands  of  the  capi- 
talists who  have  appropriated  and  squan- 
dered the  wealth  produced  by  the  work- 
ing class.  Contrary  to  social-democratic 
reformists,  like  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  whose  call  to  national- 
ize the  banks  is  its  own  version  of  a gov- 
ernment bailout,  we're  not  talking  about 
compensating  those  who  have  driven  this 
country  to  ruin.  The  ISO  bleats.  "What's 
really  required  in  this  crisis  is  an  entirely 
different  kind  of  government  interven- 
tion” {Socialist  Worker  online,  1 October). 
What's  really  needed  is  an  entirely  differ- 
ent kind  of  government,  a government  by 
and  for  the  working  class.  Capitalism  can- 
not be  defeated  short  of  the  proletarian  sei- 
zure of  state  power,  which  will  abolish  the 
private  ownership  of  the  means  of  produc- 
tion and  institute  a planned  socialist  econ- 
omy. Only  then  will  the  wealth  and  pro- 
ductive capacity  of  society  be  used  to 
serve  the  needs  of  the  majority,  not  the 
profits  of  the  few. 

The  working  class  is  the  only  objec- 
tively revolutionary  class  in  capitalist  .soci- 
ety; with  its  hands  on  the  means  of  produc- 
tion. it  has  the  social  power  and  interest 
in  sweeping  away  this  deeply  inhumane 
system  through  socialist  revolution.  The 
fundamental  problem,  though,  is  politi- 
cal consciousness.  It  Is  commonplace  for 
American  workers  to  identify  themselves 
as  "middle  class.”  This  false  consciousness 
is  transmitted  to  the  working  class  by  the 
pro-capitalist  trade-union  bureaucracy  and 
reinforced  by  the  reformist  left,  which 
either  openly  or  backhandedly  gives  sup- 
port to  "lesser  evil”  capitalist  politicians. 
Working  people  need  their  own  party,  a 
revolutionary  workers  party  to  give  con- 
scious leadership  to  the  struggles  of  the 
working  class  not  only  to  improve  its  pres- 
ent conditions  but  to  do  away  with  the 
entire  system  of  capitalist  wage  slavery. 
We  are  opposed  on  principle  to  any  politi- 
cal support  to  any  capitalist  politician — 
Barack  Obama,  John  McCain  or  Cyn- 
thia McKinney — Democrat.  Republican. 
Green  or  “Independent.”  Break  with  the 
Democrats!  For  a workers  party! 

The  Shackles  of 
Class  Collaboration 

Declaring  that  "Congress  must  abso- 
lutely insure  that  the  administration's 
plan  is  not  just  bailing  out  Wall  Street,  but 
also  responds  to  the  real  pain  on  Main 
continued  on  pa^e  6 
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Those  Who  Labor  Must  Rule! 


TROTSKY 


70th  Anniversary  of  Founding 
of  Trotsky’s  Fourth  International 


September  3 marked  the  70th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  Fourth  International,  world 
party  of  socialist  revolution. 
The  founding  of  the  Fourth 
International  was  a culmina- 
tion of  the  fight  led  by  Leon 


Trotsky  to  defend  the  program  of  Bolshevism  (i.e..  gen- 
uine Marxism).  We  print  below  "A  Great  Achievement." 
by  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  V.  I.  Lenin  of  the  1917  Bolshe- 
vik Revolution,  announcing  the  Fourth  International's 
founding.  The  piece  originally  appeared  in  the  October 
1938  issue  of  New  International:  it  is  reprinted  from  the 
Writings  of  Leon  Trotsky  (J  937-38). 

Trotsky  was  in.sirumental.  along  with  Lenin  and  other 
Bolshevik  leaders,  in  the  founding  of  the 
Third  (Communist)  International  in  1919. 

World  War  I had  exposed  the  complete 
bankruptcy  of  the  Second  International, 
whose  sections — with  such  notable  ex- 
ceptions as  the  Russian.  Serbian  and  Bul- 
garian parties — betrayed  Marxism  by 
supporting  their  own  bourgeoisies  in  the 
war.  Meanwhile,  the  October  Revolution 
was  met  with  a bloody  civil  war.  where 
the  forces  of  counterrevolution  were 
allied  with  14  invading  capitalist  powers. 

Trotsky  led  the  Red  Army  to  victory  in 
the  Civil  War.  But  the  Soviet  workers 
state  was  bled  white,  many  of  its  best 
proletarian  fighters  having  fallen  in  the 
struggle  to  defend  the  Revolution.  By 
1923.  the  Bolsheviks  were  also  faced 
with  the  failure  of  socialist  revolutions  in 
the  West,  especially  in  Germany.  It  was 
under  these  dire  conditions  that  a con- 
servative. nationalist  bureaucratic  caste 
emerged,  effecting  a political  counter- 
revolution in  1923-24  and  consolidating 
power  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Against  the  Stalinist  dogma  put  forward 
in  late  1924  of  "socialism  in  one  country." 
uhich  liquidated  the  program  of  the  revo- 
lutionary struggle  of  the  proletariat.  Trot- 
sky and  the  Left  Opposition  fought  for 
Leninist  internationalism.  In  retaliation,  a 
series  of  Stalinist  bureaucratic  measures 
would  lead,  by  1928.  to  Trotsky’s  exile 
to  Alma-Ata  and  his  expulsion  from  the 
Soviet  Union  in  February  1929. 

But  at  the  1928  Sixth  World  Congress  of  the  Comin- 
tern held  in  Moscow.  American  delegate  James  P.  Can- 
non and  Canadian  delegate  Maurice  Spector  read  copies 
of  Trotsky’s  Critique  of  the  Congress’  draft  program, 
published  later  in  The  Third  International  After  Lenin.  It 
was  a searing  indictment  not  only  of  the  policies  of  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  within  the  USSR,  but  also  of  its  dis- 
astrous policies  internationally.  It  dealt  in  particular  with 
the  lessons  of  the  Chinese  Revolution  of  1925-27.  with 
Stalin  & Co.’s  policy  of  liquidation  of  the  Chinese  Com- 
munist Party  into  the  bourgeois-nationalist  Guomindang. 
which  in  turn  resulted  in  the  slaughter  of  lens  of  thou- 
sands of  Communists  and  trade  unionists. 

Trotsky’s  Critique  won  Cannon  and  his  allies  to  the 
Left  Opposition,  for  which  they  were  expelled  from  the 
American  Communist  Party  in  October  1928.  The  direct 
corollary  to  "socialism  in  one  country”  was  the  transfor- 
mation of  the  Comintern  from  an  instrument  of  world 
revolution  into  an  instrument  of  the  nationalist  policies 
of  the  Kremlin  Stalinist  bureaucracy.  In  1930,  the  Inter- 


national Left  Opposition  was  founded  in  order  to  wage  a 
factional  .struggle  to  restore  the  Third  International  to 
its  revolutionary  purpose.  But  by  1933,  Stalin’s  Comin- 
tern could  not  be  awakened  by  what  Trotsky  called 
"the  thunder  of  fa.sci,sm" — the  victory  of  Hitler's  Nazis 
without  a shot  being  fired  by  the  powerful,  pro-socialist 
German  workers  movement. 

When  this  catastrophe  did  not  give  rise  to  outrage,  or 
even  significant  dissent,  within  the  ranks  of  the  Third 
International.  Trotsky  concluded  that  that  body  had 
proved  itself  utterly  dead  as  a force  for  revolution.  He 
called  for  the  building  of  a new.  Fourth  International.  In 
1935.  the  Third  International  at  its  Seventh  Congress 
explicitly  codified  its  program  of  class  collaboration 
with  the  policy  of  the  "People’s  Front.”  The  Stalinized 


Comintern  went  on  to  play  an  aggressive  counterrevolu- 
tionary role  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  slaughtering  revo- 
lutionary fighters  in  order  to  appease  the  "democratic" 
imperialists  and  head  off  proletarian  revolution  in  Spain. 

The  founding  conference  of  the  Fourth  International 
was  held  in  P^rigny.  France,  on  the  eve  of  the  inter- 
imperialist  Second  World  War,  as  the  Trotskyist  move- 
ment faced  murderous  repression  internationally  at  the 
hands  of  capitalist  regimes  of  all  stripes,  from  fascist 
to  bourgeois-democratic,  and  the  Stalinists.  The  confer- 
ence adopted  as  its  basic  programmatic  document  Trot- 
sky’s "The  Death  Agony  of  Capitalism  and  the  Tasks 
of  the  Fourth  International."  popularly  known  as  the 
Transitional  Program.  Trotsky  considered  the  fouriding 
of  the  Fourth  International  the  most  important  work  of 
his  political  life.  Writing  in  1935  (printed  in  Trotsky's 
Diary  in  Exile — 1935).  he  noted: 

"Had  I not  been  present  in  1917  in  Petersburg,  the 
October  Revolution  would  still  have  taken  place — on 
the  condition  that  Lenin  was  present  and  in  command.... 


The  .same  could  by  and  large 
be  said  of  the  Civil  War.... 

"But  now  my  work  is  ‘indis- 
pensable'  in  the  full  sen.se  of 
the  word.  There  is  no  arro- 
gance In  this  claim  at  all.  The 
collapse  of  the  two  Interna- 
tionals has  posed  a problem 
which  none  of  the  leaders  of  these  Internationals  is  at  all 
equipped  to  solve.” 

In  1940.  the  dirty  work  of  a Stalini.st  assa.ssin  would 
finally  silence  this  great  revolutionary.  But  it  could  not 
obliterate  his  massive  volume  of  revolutionary  work, 
including  the  construction  of  the  Fourth  International. 
Indeed.  Trotsky’s  final  tight  was  against  a petty- 
bourgeois  minority  in  the  then-Trotskyist  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP)  that,  as  the  Second 
World  War  got  under  way.  wanted  to  jet- 
tison the  program  of  unconditional  mili- 
tary defense  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state. 

Unlike  the  Second  and  Third  Interna- 
tionals. the  Fourth  International  never 
betrayed;  it  was  destroyed  in  the  early 
1950s  by  the  liquidaiionist  forces  led 
by  Michel  Pablo.  Faced  with  the  on- 
set of  the  imperialist  Cold  War  and 
the  creation  of  Stalinist-ruled  deformed 
workers  states  in  East  and  Central 
Europe,  the  Pabloites  denied  the  need  for 
a Trotskyist  vanguard.  The  Pabloites 
looked  to  the  Stalinists,  social  democrats 
and.  eventually.  Third  World  nationalists, 
arguing  that  they  could  be  pressured  to 
outline  a "roughly"  revolutionary  course. 
The  struggle  against  Pabloism  in  the 
Fourth  International  was  led  by  Cannon, 
albeit  partially,  belatedly  and  on  the  SWP’s 
own  national  terrain.  The  SWP  would 
later  take  quite  another  tack,  that  of  seek- 
ing "convergence"  with  the  Pabloites  in 
the  1963  “reunification."  which  formed 
the  "United  Secretariat"  (USec).  It  is 
beyond  the  scope  of  this  introduction 
to  deal  in  a substantive  or  thorough 
fashion  with  the  post-World  War  II  Pab- 
loite  degeneration  of  the  Fourth  Inter- 
national. We  refer  readers  to  "Genesis 
of  Pabloism”  {Spartaeisi  No.  21.  Fall 
1972).  Prometheus  Research  Series  No.  4. 
"Yugoslavia.  East  Europe  and  the  Fourth 
International:  The  Evolution  of  Pabloist  Liquidationism" 
(March  1993). 

The  forebears  of  the  Spartacist  League,  the  Revolu- 
tionary Tendency  (RT).  waged  a fight  within  the  SWP 
against,  among  other  things,  its  perversion  of  revolu- 
tionary Trotskyism  in  order  to  unify  with  Pablo  and  his 
ilk.  For  this,  the  RT  was  bureaucratically  expelled  from 
the  SWP.  which  quickly  degenerated  from  centrism  into 
outright  reformism  (see  our  1984  pamphlet  The  Socialist 
Workers  Party:  An  Obituary). 

Comrade  Trotsky  insisted  that  revolutionaries  must 
swim  against  the  stream,  as  indeed  he  did  and  as  we 
strive  to  do  in  order  to  reforge  a Fourth  International 
that  Trotsky  would  recognize  as  his  own. 

• * • 

When  these  lines  appear  in  the  press,  the  conference 
of  the  Fourth  international  will  probably  have  concluded 
its  labors.  The  calling  of  this  conference  is  a major 

continued  on  page  9 
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Founding  of  Fourth  International  at  1938  World  Congress  announced  in 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Celia  Hart,  1963-2008 


On  September  7.  Cuban  leftist  Celia  Hart,  along  with  her 
brother  Abel,  died  in  a car  accident  in  the  Cuban  capital  of 
Havana.  Their  parents.  Armando  Hart  and  Haydde  Sanlamaria, 
were  two  historic  leaders  of  the  1 959  Cuban  Revolution,  which 
laid  the  basis  for  the  overthrow  of  capitalist  rule  on  the  island 
and  establishment  of  the  Cuban  deformed  workers  state. 

Celia  Han  regarded  herself  as  a Trotskyist.  But  this  stood 
in  contradiction  to  her  unwavering  support  for  Fidel  Castro’s 
Cuban  Stalinist  regime  and  her  support  to  the  bourgeois- 
populist  regime  of  Hugo  Chavez  in  Venezuela,  with  which 
Cuba  is  currently  allied.  The  eclectic  and  self-contradictory 


“trotsko-guevarist"  politics  she  espoused  were  at  a great  dis- 
tance from  the  revolutionary  program  embodied  in  Trotsky’s 
permanent  revolution.  But  Hart  did  not  ooze  with  the  odious 
anti-Communism  of  the  social-democratic  left  that  liked  to 
parade  her  around  at  their  international  conferences,  like  the 
recent  Socialist  Action-organized  Toronto  event.  "A  World  in 
Revolt — Prospects  for  Socialism  in  the  21st  Century"  (see 
“ICL's  Trotskyism  vs.  Socialist  Action  Reformism."  WV  No. 
917.  4 July).  Celia  Hart  was  feisty  and  sharp,  always  willing 
to  engage  in  open  political  debate.  We  always  enjoyed  our 
discussions  with  her.  We  are  sorry  that  she’s  gone. 
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Supreme  Court  Bars  Evidence  of  Innocence 


Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Now! 


On  October  6.  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
rejected  Mumia  Abu-Jamal’s  appeal  for  a 
new  trial  based  on  evidence  that  critical 
witnesses  lied  under  police  coercion  in 
his  original  frame-up  trial.  To  the  racists 
in  black  robes,  a court  of  law  is  no  place 
for  evidence  of  the  innocence  of  this 
fighter  for  the  oppressed.  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal.  a former  Black  Panther.  MOVE 
supporter  and  eloquent  journalist  known 
as  the  "voice  of  the  voiceless.”  is  an  inno- 
cent man  who  has  been  on  death  row  for 
26  years,  framed  up  for  the  killing  of 
Philadelphia  police  officer  Daniel  Faulk- 
ner in  1981.  This  latest  rejection  comes 
after  decades  of  Pennsylvania  slate  and 
lower  federal  courts  dismissing  the 
mountains  of  evidence  of  his  innocence 
and  of  his  racist  frame-up  by  the  Philadel- 
phia police  and  prosecution. 

The  appeal  that  was  turned  down  was 
submitted  on  July  18  by  Mumia's  attor- 
ney. Robert  R.  Bryan.  That  petition  for  a 
Writ  of  Certiorari  on  behalf  of  Mumia 
was  a request  for  the  Supreme  Court  to 
grant  Mumja’s  appeal  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Supreme  Court's  decision  last  Febru- 
ary 19.  which  refused  to  let  him  present 
crucial  evidence  that  key  witnesses  in  his 
original  frame-up  trial  had  lied.  The  only 
witness  claiming  to  have  seen  Mumia 
with  a gun  in  hand  was  Cynthia  While,  a 
prostitute  who  was  given  favors  and 
coerced  by. the  cops  to  lie.  Two  months 
after  Faulkner's  death,  cops  and  prosecu- 
tors concocted  a story  that  Mumia  con- 
fessed to  the  killing  as  he  bled  nearly-  to 
death  on  the  Jefferson  Hospital  Emer- 
gency Room  floor  after  being  shot  and 
beaten  by  the  cops. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee — a 
class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and 
social  defense  organization  associated 
. with  the  Spartacist  League — issued  a 
February  21  press  release  following  the 
Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court’s  decision, 
emphasizing  that  the  evidence  barred  by 
that  court  cuts  to  the  heart  of  the  prosecu- 
tion frame-up.  Such  evidence  included  a 
28  January  2002  declaration  by  Yvette 
Williams,  who  was  in  jail  with  Cynthia 
White  in  December  1981,  stating  that 
"Cynthia  While  told  me  the  police  were 
making  her  lie  and  say  she  saw  Mr.  Jamal 
shoot  Officer  Faulkner  when  she  really  did 
not  .see  who  did  it.”  Also  barred  was  the 
declaration  of  Kenneth  Pate,  stepbrother 
of  Priscilla  Durham,  a Jefferson  Hospital 
security  guard  who  testified  at  Mumia’s 
trial  to  hearing  the  bogus  confession.  In  his 
18  April  2003  declaration.  Kenneth  Pate 
recalled  that  Durham  told  him  of  pressure 
by  the  cops  to  say  Mumia  confessed;  she 
confided  to  him.  “All  I heard  him  say  was: 
‘Get  off  me.  gel  off  me.  they’re  trying 
to  kill  me’.’’  (The  declarations  by  Wil- 
liams and  Pale  are  available  in  full  on  the 
Partisan  D Tense  Committee’s  Web  site 
(www.punisandefense.org/pubs/innocent/ 


WV  Photo 

April  19;  Partisan  Defense  Committee  and  Labor  Black  League's  Class- 
Struggle  Contingent  at  Philadelphia  demonstration  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 

There  Is  No  Justice  in 
the  Capitalist  Courts! 


yw.html  and  www.partisandefense.org/pubs/ 
innocent/kp.hlml). 

Mumia’s  attorney  Robert  Bryan  will  be 
filing  a second  petition  for  review  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  later  this  year.  That 
petition  will  deal  with  the  racist  jury- 
rigging that  marked  Mumia’s  1 982  trial. 
The  prosecution  used  eleven  of  its  1 5 per- 
emptory challenges  to  get  rid  of  black  jur- 
ors. In  200 1,  federal  district  court  judge 
William  Yohn  overturned  Mumia’s  death 
sentence  while  upholding  the  frame-up 
conviction.  Mumia’s  attorney  as  well  as 
the  prosecution  appealed — the  former 
seeking  to  overturn  the  conviction  and  the 
latter  seeking  to  reinstate  the  death  pen- 
alty. On  March  27.  a three-judge  panel  of 
the  federal  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
upheld  Yohn’s  ruling.  In  July,  the  Third 
Circuit  Court  also  turned  down  an  appeal 
for  a full  court  hearing,  letting  stand  its 
earlier  decision.  Mumia  now  faces  the 
prospect  of  a new  sentencing  hearing,  in 
which  the  only  two  choices  are  whether 
Mumia  remains  condemned  to  prison  for 
the  rest  of  his  life  or  is  again  sentenced  to 
death  (see  “Third  Circuit  Court  Turns 
Down  Appeal,"  TVTNo.  918,  I August). 

The  Supreme  Court’s  rejection  of 
Mumia’s  current  petition  is  an  outrage, 
but  it  comes  as  no  surprise.  The  Supreme 
Court  has  denied  previous  petitions  by 
Mumia’s  attorneys  in  1990,  1999  and 


2004.  The  Supreme  Court  is  the  highest 
court  of  America’s  racist  capitalist  rulers, 
the  class  enemy  of  workers,  black  people 
and  all  the  oppressed.  The  courts,  prisons 
and  police  exist  to  maintain,  through 
organized  violence  and  terror,  the  rule  of 
the  capitalists  over  working  people.  We 
have  always  advocated  pursuing  all  pos- 
sible legal  proceedings.  PDC  attorneys 
Rachel  Wolkenstein  and  Jonathan  Piper 
served  on  Mumia’s  legal  team  from  1995 
to  1999,  unearthing  much  evidence  of 
Mumia’s  innocence,  including  the  con- 
fession of  another  man.  Arnold  Beverly, 
that  he  and  not  Mumia  shot  and  killed 
Faulkner.  But  as  the  PDC  has  underlined, 
“We  place  all  our  faith  in  the  power  of 


the  masses  and  no  faith  whatever  in  the 
‘justice’  of  the  courts.” 

The  power  (hat  can  make  the  courts 
yield  is  the  power  of  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class.  It  took  a campaign  of  inter- 
national mass  protest,  crucially  includ- 
ing trade  unionists,  to  help  slay  the 
executioner’s  hand  when  Mumia  was 
under  a death  warrant  in  1995.  We  fight 
for  a strategy  of  class-struggle  defense, 
which  must  be  based  on  the  understand- 
ing that  capitalist  society  is  fundamen- 
tally divided  between  two  hostile  social 
classes — the  capitalist  exploiters  and  the 
working  class — and  that  the  capitalist 
state  and  its  courts  are  organs  of  repres- 
sion against  working  people  and  the 
oppressed.  Our  class-struggle  strategy  is 
counterposed  to  that  of  the  liberals  and 
reformists,  who  promote  dangerous  illu- 
sions that  the  courts  can  provide  justice 
for  Mumia.  illusions  codified  in  their  long- 
time subordination  of  the  demand  for 
Mumia’s  freedom  to  the  call  for  a “new 
trial."  This  reliance  on  the  agencies  of  the 
class  enemy,  including  pathetic  appeals 
to  capitalist  politicians,  has  been  pro- 
moted by  groups  including  the  Workers 
World  Party.  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization, the  Revolutionary  Communist 
Party’s  Refuse  & Resist.  Socialist  Action, 
the  international  Concerned  Family  and 
Friend.s  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  led  by  Pam 
Africa  and  the  San  Francisco  Mobiliza- 
tion to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  led  by 
Socialist  Action  honcho  Jeff  Mackler. 

In  the  weeks  following  the  Third  Circuit 
Court’s  March  decision,  the  PDC  and  its 
fraternal  defense  organizations  interna- 
tionally held  emergency  protests  and 
united-front  demonstrations.  Though  these 
protests  brought  out  only  hundreds,  they 
point  to  what  is  necessary  to  win  Mumia’s 
freedom;  the  mobilization  of  the  working 
class  independently  of  and  in  opposition  to 
its  capitalist  class  enemy,  whether  Demo- 
crat. Republican  or  (3reen.  Over  500 
organizations  and  individuals — including 
trade  unionists,  students,  gay  rights  activ- 
ists. leftists,  black  activists,  death  penalty 
abolitionists  and  others — endorsed  these 
protests,  called  under  the  slogans:  "Mumia 
continued  on  page  5 
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— ' ' Italian  Trotskyists  Say: 

Mobilize  Labor  Power  in 
Defense  of  Roma,  Immigrants! 


Soldiers  and  police  seize  immigrant  street  vendor  outside  Metro  station  in 
suburban  Rome,  August  4. 


We  print  below  a translation  of  a June 
2J  leaflet  issued  by  our  comrades  of  the 
Lega  Trotskista  d' Italia,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League. 

The  Berlusconi  governmem's  "secu- 
rity package"  and  subsequent  wave  of 
roundups,  deportations  and  persecution 
of  Roma  (Gypsies)  and  immigrants  inau- 
gurated a new  season  of  attacks  on 
minorities  and  the  entire  working  class. 
State  terror  ha.s  emboldened  racist  and 
fascist  attacks.  In  the  name  of  "ethnic 
cleansing.”  a racist  horde  descended  on 
Roma  encampments  on  the  outskirts  of 
Naples  and  burned  them  to  the  ground 
on  May  11-12.  A gang  of  20  hooded 
thugs  ransacked  Indian-  and  Bengali- 
owned  shops  on  May  24  in  Pigneto.  a 
multiethnic  working-class  neighborhood 
in  Rome. 

Viktoria  Mohacsi.  a [Hungarian  Roma 
and]  member  of  the  European  Parliament, 
denounced  the  fact  that  in  Rome  "at  the 
Casilino  900  camp. ..armed  patrols  of 
police  in  uniform  turn  up  around  mid- 
night every  three  or  four  days.  They  don't 
ask  a single  question,  they  just  start 
attacking  people.  Each  time  they  come, 
they  take  away  about  20  people  who  are 
disappeared  for  48  hours.  They  are  kept 
in  cells  where  they  are  beaten.  Then  they 
are  released"  {La  Repubblica.  19  May). 
According  to  Opera  Nomadi  [an  organi- 
zation that  defends  the  rights  of  Gypsies). 
12  Roma  children  disappeared  without  a 
trace  after  being  stopped  by  the  police 
and  accused  of  begging  in  Naples.  In 
Milan,  where  every  day  the  city  council 
deploys  city  police  and  Milan  transit 
authority  ticket  inspectors  to  round  up 
immigrants  on  public  transport,  every 


Roma.  Sinti  and  Kal^  Gypsy  in  the 
province  has  been  ordered  to  officially 
register  with  the  authorities.  Among  the 
first  to  be  targeted  were  Goffredo  and 
Antonia  Bezzecchi.  two  Italian  Sinti  who 
survived  the  concentration  camps  under 
fascism,  A protest  in  Rome  on  June  8 
recalled  the  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  "Central  Office  for  Fighting  the  Gypsy 
Menace"  in  Munich  in  1936.  whose  first 
act  was  a census  of  Gypsies  in  Germany. 

Local  governments  run  by  the  PD 
I Democratic  Party]  and  Rifondazione 
Comunista  [PRC]  did  not  hesitate  to  get 
into  the  act.  Filippo  Penati.  (PD)  presi- 
dent of  Milan  Province  (whose  govern- 
ment the  PRC  has  been  part  of  for  four 
years)  attacked  [Northern  League  Interior 
Minister]  Roberto  Maroni  from  the  right, 
calling  on  him  to  stick  to  the  "common 


goal”  of  "eliminating  all  Roma  camps.” 
The  PD  called  for  security  patrols  by  vol- 
unteers to  work  alongside  the  city  police. 
In  Rozzano  (ruled  by  a PD/PRC  council), 
hired  squads  of  anti-Roma  security  guards, 
equipped  with  dogs  and  clubs,  were  led 
by  the  mayor  and  city  council. 

By  attacking  immigrants  and  Roma, 
the  ruling  class  fans  the  flames  of  racism 
to  pit  workers  against  each  other  and 
obstruct  a united  fight  against  their 
exploiters.  The  goal  of  the  government  is 
hardly  the  deportation  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  immigrant  workers  who 
sweat  and  die  in  textile  and  metalwork- 
ing factories,  in  the  fields,  construction 
sites,  hospitals  and  homes  to  enrich  the 
"Made  in  Italy”  billionaires.  The  "secu- 


rity package”  is  used  to  isolate  and  ter- 
rorize immigrants,  to  bind  them  hand 
and  foot  to  their  exploiters,  in  order  to 
further  divide  the  working  class.  It  also 
serves  to  strengthen  state  surveillance 
and  repression:  some  2.500  soldiers  will 
be  deployed  in  major  cities  to  intimidate 
all  workers,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  Confindustria  [the  bosses’  cartel]  and 
the  government  are  preparing  an  offen- 
sive against  national  wage  contracts, 
planning  thousands  of  layoffs  (at  Tele- 
com and  Alitalia)  and  trampling  on  pub- 
lic employees,  who  are  denounced  en 
masse  as  "lazy  bums." 

The  attacks  by  the  state  and  the  racist 
gangs  against  immigrants  represent  an 
attack  on  the  entire  working  class. 
700.000  immigrant  workers  are  already 
members  of  the  CG!L,  CISL  and  UIL 


trade-union  federations  (a  very  high  per- 
centage considering  that  many  work  in 
small,  non-union  companies),  and  their 
participation  in  working-class  mobiliza- 
tions is  growing.  The  defense  of  immi- 
grants is  therefore  not  only  a question  of 
defending  democratic  rights,  but  also 
defense  of  the  entire  working  class.  What 
is  needed  is  an  immediate  mobilization 
of  union  power,  supported  by  all  poten- 
tial victims  of  racist  terror,  in  class- 
struggle  actions  to  stop  deportations  and 
racist  attacks  against  Roma.  Sinti  and 
immigrants.  Down  with  the  racist  "secu- 
rity package"!  Full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants! 

For  the  unions  to  take  up  the  fight  for 
immigrant  rights  and  defend  the  entire 
working  class,  it  is  necessary  to  wage  a 
political  struggle  against  the  pro-capitalist 
union  bureaucracies — of  the  COBAS 
("Rank-and-File  Committees"]  and  the 
[CGIL/CISL/UIL]  union  federations 
linked  to  the  Democratic  Party  and 
Rifondazione. 

Berlusconi.  Bossi  and  Fini  are  doing 
nothing  other  than  marching  with  redou- 
bled violence  down  the  path  paved  by  the 
[2006-2008]  Unione/Rifondazione  gov- 
ernment that  preceded  them.  The  current 
attacks  are  the  direct  continuation  of  the 
racist  campaign  against  immigrants  and 
Roma  launched  by  the  Unione/PRC  gov- 
ernment last  autumn,  which  culminated  in 
the  infamous  legislation  [the  Amato  de- 
cree] adopted  unanimously  on  31  October 
2007  by  Prodi  government  ministers,  in- 
cluding current  PRC  leader  Paolo  Ferrero. 
The  leader  of  the  PD.  Walter  Veltroni, 
declared  his  agreement  with  the  security 
package,  boasting  that  "most  of  its  con- 
tent was  copied  from  the  Amato  Decree” 
{La  Repubblica.  23  May).  Moreover,  it 
was  the  Ulivo  [Olive  Tree  coalition  gov- 
ernment] and  Rifondazione  that  bear 
responsibility  for  the  Turco-Napolitano 
law  of  1997,  which  established  the  exist- 
ing structure  for  racist  repression;  entry 
quotas,  temporary  detention  centers 
(CFTs)  for  certain  ethnic  groups,  and 
mass  deportations! 

Historically,  the  Italian  working  class 
has  been  chained  to  its  exploiters  through 
popular  fronts  (coalitions  between  refor- 
mist workers  parties  and  parties  of  the 
"progressive”  bourgeoisie).  Beginning  in 
1994.  popular-front  coalitions  including 
the  PRC  exploited  the  right-wing  bogey- 
man. or  the  logic  of  the  "lesser  evil."  and 
in  so  doing  played  a decisive  role  in  cur- 
tailing workers’  struggles  while  the  rul- 
ing class  smashed,  bit  by  bit.  the  hard-won 
gains  of  struggles  in  the  period  following 


the  Second  World  War.  Unione/Rifon- 
dazione governments  have  had  the  same 
goal  as  the  right;  to  control  the  spigot  of 
immigrant  labor  and  periodically  use 
racism  to  divide  the  working  class. 

The  role  of  popular-front  governments, 
and  the  role  played  by  Rifondazione  in 
particular,  was  clearly  seen  during  the 
two  years  of  the  Prodi  government.  This 
contributed  to  the  PRC's  electoral  col- 
lapse. Now  the  reformist  Falcemartello 
[FM.  affiliated  with  the  International 
Marxist  Tendency  of  the  late  Ted  Grant] — 
even  the.se  self-proclaimed  "PRC  Marx- 
ists”— are  forced  to  recognize  that; 

“The  Italian  working  class  was  reduced 
to  poverty  by  each  successive  govern- 
ment. The  real  wage.s  of  an  average  Ital- 
ian worker  are  among  the  lowest  in 
Europe.  Pensions  have  been  attacked  and 
there  have  been  privatizations  across  the 
board.  All  of  this  was  done  either  by  the 
previous  Berlusconi  government  or  the 
Prodi  government  that  followed  it." 

— www.marxisi.com 

But  Falcemartello  hides  the  fact  that 
they  actively  helped  bring  the  Prodi  coali- 
tion to  power,  campaigning  for  it  in  the 
elections  and  recruiting  people  directly 
to  the  PRC.  and  they  are  therefore  com- 
plicit  in  that  government’s  policies.  FM 
tries  to  hide  the  PRC’s  responsibility  for 
the  Prodi  government's  racist  and  anti- 
worker attacks,  hypocritically  stating  that 
"the  PRC  was  imprisoned  inside  the  gov- 
ernment and  absented  itself  from  that 
fight"  {FM  No.  210.  9 June).  On  the  con- 
trary, the  PRC  was  in  the  government 
and  directly  responsible  for  that  policy! 
Despite  its  working-class  base.  Rifon- 
dazione has  a pro-capitalist  program  and 
leadership  that  cannot  be  reformed. 

We  Spartacists  are  opposed  on  princi- 
ple to  any  form  of  class  collaboration 
with  the  capitalists,  their  parties  and  their 
state;  we  called  for  no  vote  to  the  parties 
in  the  Unione  (including  Rifondazione). 
emphasizing  that  they  would  form  capi- 
talist governments  that  are  the  enemy  of 
workers,  women,  and  immigrants.  In  the 
recent  elections,  we  called  for  no  vote  to 
either  the  Democratic  Party — a party  that 
is  entirely  capitalist— or  to  the  remnants 
of  Prodi’s  popular  front  regrouped  around 
the  Sinistra  I’Arcobaleno  [Rainbow  Left], 
or  to  any  of  the  other  reformist  refugees 
from  Rifondazione  such  as  Sinistra  Critica 
(SC),  the  Partito  Comunista  dei  Lavora- 
tori  (PCL)  or  the  Partito  d’Alternativa 
Comunista  (PDAC). 

Sinistra  Critica.  PCL  and  PDAC  now 
pretend  to  be  opponents  of  "class  collab- 
oration and  try  to  pass  themselves  off  as 
a "new  anti-capitalist  left"  or  a "left  that 
does  not  betray.”  But  when  they  were  in 
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ihe  PRC  they  shared  responsibility  for  the 
anti-worker  and  anti-immigrant  policies 
of  the  popular-front  governments,  and 
every  one  of  them,  without  exception, 
voted  for  the  Unione/Rifonda/ione  capi- 
talist coalitions  (from  the  "Progressives** 
in  1994.  to  the  Ulivo.  to  the  Unione  in 
2006)  and  even  campaigned  directly  for 
capitalist  candidates.  They  were  part  of 
Rifondazione  when  the  PRC  voted  for 
racist  legislation  such  as  the  Turco- 
Napolitano  law  and  the  Treu  Pact  that 
introduced  "precarious**  jobs  and  under- 
mined national  contracts — and  they  still 
lay  claim  to  this  tradition. 

Sinistra  Critica  repeatedly  gave  the 
Prodi  government  a vote  of  confidence 
and  went  so  far  as  to  vote  to  refinance  the 
imperialist  missions  in  Afghanistan  and 
the  Balkans  (July  2006).  As  for  Marco 
Ferrando.  Kder  mdxinio  of  the  PCL.  he 
stayed  in  Rifondazione  until  2006.  when, 
against  his  wishes,  he  was  thrown  off  the 
Unione  electoral  slates,  which  he  voted 
for  and  aspired  to  join,  in  the  last  elec- 
tions. which  were  carried  out  as  a violent, 
racist  campaign  against  immigrants,  with 
"security”  as  the  hot  button,  the  PCL’s 
electoral  program  did  not  make  even  the 
slightest  mention  of  the  attacks  on  immi- 
grants. much  less  a fight  for  their  citizen- 
ship rights.  All  these  groups  have  one 
thing  In  common:  opposition  to  revolu- 
tionary internationalist  Marxism  and  pro- 
letarian revolution.  Even  now  that  the 
PRC  has  lost  its  seats  in  Parliament,  they 
desperately  seek  to  revive  a popular-front 
coalition  to  kick  out  Berlusconi  and  put 
the  reins  of  Italian  capitalism  in  the  hands 
of  “the  left."  This  is  the  meaning  of  the 
PCL's  cal!  for  a "parliament  of  the  left, 
based  on  the  working  class  and  the  peo- 
ple, to  oppose  the  Berlusconi  govern- 
ment,’* and  PDAC*s  call  for  a "united 
front  against  Berlusconi." 


Sparlaco 


LTd’l  at  April  2007  Milan  protest 
against  police  attacks  on  Chinese 
immigrants.  Placard  denounces  “Pop- 
ular Front  of  Racism,  Repression 
and  Imperialism." 

One  historical  reason  for  this  wave  of 
attacks  against  Roma  and  immigrants  is 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
the  degenerated  workers  state  of  the 
Soviet  Union  and  of  the  deformed  work- 
ers states  of  East  Europe.  This  historic 
defeat  for  workers  all  over  the  world 
reduced  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  East 
Europe  to  misery,  forcing  broad  .sectors  of 
the  population  to  emigrate  in  order  to  sur- 
vive. Capitalist  restoration  in  East  Europe 
made  entire  regions  prey  for  interethnic 
and  nationalist  bloodshed  and  subju- 
gation under  the  imperialist  jackboot, 
including  Italian  imperialism,  which  mil- 
itarily occupies  the  Balkans.  The  enlarge- 
ment of  the  European  Union  to  East 


Europe  (accompanied  by  restrictive  laws 
against  the  East  European  workers)  is 
another  reactionary  product  of  the  coun- 
terrevolution. which  reduced  those  coun- 
tries to  miserable  protectorates  of  the 
imperialists.  Under  capitalism,  the  condi- 
tions of  the  Roma  are  similar  to  those  in 
South  American  favelas  (shantytowns]. 

The  life  expectancy  of  a Roma  in  Italy 
is  35  years,  against  the  Italian  average 
of  80  years,  and  infant  mortality  is  15 
times  higher.  In  contrast,  even  under  the 
grotesque  Stalinist  regime  of  Ceausescu 
(in  Romania),  the  Roma  population  en- 
joyed an  unprecedented  standard  of  liv- 
ing and  level  of  integration  in  industry 
and  the  slate  apparatus.  In  Yugoslavia, 
the  Roma  were  recognized  as  a national 
minority  and  had  the  right  to  education 
in  their  own  language.  The  flight  of 
Roma  from  the  Balkans  and  Romania  is  a 
product  of  racist  persecutions  stemming 
from  the  restoration  of  capitalism.  Full 
democratic  and  citizenship  rights  for 
the  Roma!  Down  with  the  restrictions 
imposed  on  workers  from  East  Europe! 
All  imperialist  troops  out  of  the  Balkans! 
Down  with  the  reactionary  imperialist 
alliance  of  the  European  Union!  For  the 
Socialist  United  Slates  of  Europe! 

We  of  the  Lega  Trotskista  d'ltalia/ 
International  Communist  League  fought 
for  unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
deformed  workers  stales  and  of  the  USSR 
against  capitalist  counterrevolution  and 
for  a proletarian  political  revolution  to 
kick  out  the  Stalinist  bureaucratic  caste, 
replacing  it  with  a government  of  work- 
ers soviets.  Instead,  the  pseudo-Trotskyist 
decomposition  products  of  Rifondazione 
(SC.  PCL,  PDAC)  supported  (with  differ- 
ent nuances)  all  the  counterrevolutionary 
forces  that  contributed  to  the  restoration 
of  capitalism  in  the  USSR  and  East 
Europe,  from  Solidamo^d  in  Poland  to 


Yeltsin  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The  opposi- 
tion of  these  groups  to  proletarian  revolu- 
tion at  home  has  always  gone  together  with 
support  to  counterrevolutionary  forces  in 
countries  where  capitalism  has  been  over- 
thrown. And  today  they  all  support  (with 
varying  degrees  of  enthusiasm)  the  impe- 
rialist provocations  against  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state,  waged  under  the 
slogan  “Free  Tibet"  (i.e.,  for  a Tibet  dom- 
inated by  the  imperialists  and  the  Dalai 
Lama's  feudal  theocracy).  Defend  China! 

Racism  is  an  integral  part  of  the  capi- 
talist system,  used  as  a tool  for  the  divi- 
sion of  the  working  class.  To  eradicate  it 
requires  a socialist  revolution.  To  fight 
unemployment,  which  is  endemic  to  cap- 
italism. it  is  necessary  to  divide  all  avail- 
able work  among  the  entire  workforce, 
not  only  at  equal  pay.  but  with  a sliding 
scale  of  hours  and  wages  to  reverse  the 
continual  impoverishment  of  the  working 
class.  To  fight  black-market  jobs  and  the 
dramatic  insecurity  in  employment  and 
working  conditions  experienced  by  thou- 
sands of  workers,  which  doubly  affects 
immigrant  workers  and  is  the  cause  of  so 
many  work-site  deaths,  the  unions  must 
fight  to  organize  all  non-unionized  work- 
ers. starting  with  immigrants.  Housing, 
schools,  childcare,  and  free,  quality 
health  care  are  needed  for  all.  Fulfilling 
all  of  these  basic  demands  for  the  work- 
ing class  is  in  conflict  with  the  capitalist 
profit  system.  What’s  required  is  the  rev- 
olutionary overthrow  of  bourgeois  power 
and  the  establishment  of  a workers  gov- 
ernment based  on  organs  of  workers 
power,  a planned,  collectivized  economy 
on  an  international  scale.  Reformists 
accept  whafis  “possible”  and  practical 
under  capitalism.  Our  aim  is  different:  it 
is  to  build  a revolutionary,  multiethnic 
and  internationalist  workers  party  that 
fights  for  socialist  revolution!! 


Free 

Mumia!... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!” 
Mumia’s  conviction  was  a racist,  politi- 
cal frame-up  of  an  innocent  man.  a fighter 
against  racial  and  class  bias,  a man  who 
stands  for  social  justice  and  against  U.S. 
imperialism's  wars  of  depredation.  Since 
his  youth  in  the  Black  Panthers,  Mumia 
has  endured  the  haired  and  concerted 
effort  of  the  bourgeoisie  to  silence  him 
because  they  see  in  him  the  spectre  of 
black  revolt.  Mumia's  case  throws  a 
spotlight  on  the  barbaric  death  penalty, 
which,  is  institutionalized  state  terror 


directly  descended  from  black  chattel 
slavery  and  lynch  mob  terror. 

Our  fight  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is 
rooted  in  the  struggle  to  make  the  multi- 
racial working  class  conscious  of  its 
class  interests  in  the  fight  against  the 
entire  capitalist  system,  particularly  the 
understanding  that  in  America  the  fight 
for  black  freedom  is  central  to  the  strug- 
gle for  the  emancipation  of  labor  itself. 
The  PDC’s  Class-Struggle  Contingents 
in  protests  for  Mumia  organized  by 
other  groups  this  spring  expressed  the 
necessity  for  independent  working-class 
struggle  on  behalf  of  Mumia  by  demand- 
ing, in  addition  to  the  united-front  calls 
to  free  Mumia  and  abolish  the  racist 
death  penalty:  “There  Is  No  Justice  in 
the  Capitalist  Courts!  Mobilize  Labor’s 
Power — For  Mass  Protest!”! 


Mumia  In  1969 
as  Minister 
of  Information 
of  Philadelphia 
chapter  of 
Black  Panther 
Party. 


Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


A former  Black  Panther,  a MOVE  supporter  and  a journalist  known  as  the  "voice  of  the  voiceless."  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  was  framed  up 
for  the  1981  murder  of  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner  and  sentenced  to  death  in  1982  explicitly  for  his  political  views.  Earlier  this  year, 
the  federal  Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  Mumia's  frame-up  conviction.  Mumia,  an  innocent  man.  now  faces  either  a living 
death  of  life  in  prison  or  the  death  penalty. 


Funds  are  urgently  needed 
for  legal  defense! 

Make  a contribution  today,  payable  to  "National 
Lawyers  Guild  Foundation”  (earmarked  lor 
"Mumia”)  and  mail  to;  Committee  to  Save  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal,  P.O.  Box  2012,  New  York,  NY  10159. 

Donations  to  the  PDC  earmarked  “Mumia  Legal  Defense" 
as  well  as  collections  at  PDC  or  other  events  for  Mumia's 
legal  defense  are  receipted  and  transferred  in  full  to  the 
above  NLG  account  as  has  been  designated  by  Mumia's 
lawyer  (or  this  purpose. 

Organize  protest/  Pass  motions  in  your 
unions,  campus,  community  and  religious 
organizations  demanding  Mumia’s  freedom. 

Get  your  union  or  organization  to  make  a 
contribution  and  join  rallies  and  protests  for 
Mumia.  Publicize  Mumia’s  case  in  your  union 
or  organization’s  newsletter. 


Get  the  facts!  The  PDC  fact  sheet  pamphlet.  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of 
Legal  Lynching  (available  in  English.  German  and  French — $.50  each,  $10 
for  30)  is  a detailed  refutation  of  the  book  Murdered  by  Mumia  by  right-wing 
journalist  Michael  Smerconish  and  Maureen  Faulkner,  whose  lying  tract  is  a 
rallying  cry  not  only  to  execute  Mumia  but  for  the  death  penalty  itself. 

The  PDC's  other  Mumia  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal— 
Mumia  Is  Innocent!  ($1),  lays  out  the  political  basis  of  the  state  vendetta 
against  Mumia  and  provides  additional  detail  on  the  explosive  evidence  that 
shatters  the  decades-long  frame-up  of  this  fighter  for  black  freedom.  Both  these 
PDC  pamphlets  politically  arm  activists  in  the  struggle  for  Mumia’s  freedom. 
PDC  Button:  "Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!"— 

$1  each. 

PDC  Video;  From  Death  Row,  This  Is  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — $10  DVD.  $15  VHS. 
Bundles  of  the  4-page  brochure;  Mumia  Is  an  Innocent  Man:  Free  Mumia 

Abu-Jamall — $2  for  25  copies. 

Order  from/make  checks  payable  to  Partisan  Defense  Committee  at  our 
New  York  City  address  below. 


Partisan  Defense  Committee  e-maii:  partisandefense@earlhlink.net  • Web  site;  www.partisandefense.org 
• RO.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station.  New  York.  NY  10013.  (212)  406-4252  • RO.  Box  802867.  Chicago.  IL  60680.  (312)  563-0442 


The  Fight  to  Free 
Mumia 


■»«  ■*€irei<Mn 


Mumia  1$  Innocent! 
Free  Him  Now! 


POC  Fact  Sheet 


big  lies 


rnMM  e«Mr  Mn  t>  bK«(  Mif 
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• RO.  Box  74575.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90004,  (213)  380-8897 


• RO.  Box  77462,  San  Francisco.  CA  94107.  (510)  839-0852 
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Crisis... 


(continued  from  page  !) 


the  While  House  or  out.  An  article  in  the 
New  York  Times  (3  October)  noted:  “In 
this  campaign  cycle.  Republicans  have 
continued  to  lose  ground  in  voters'  party 
affiliation,  especially  among  upper-income 
voters  and  those  who  identify  themselves 
as  professionals  and  managers.  Even  more 
than  in  2006,  business  contributions  are 
favoring  Democrats." 

Obama  outpaces  McCain  in  contribu- 
tions from  hedge  fund  operators,  securities 
and  investment  houses  and  commercial 
bank  financiers — i.e..  the  .same  filthy  rich 
speculators  whose  failed  gambling  debts 
on  the  housing  market  are  now  being  paid 
oft  by  taxpayers.  They  are  speculating,  and 
not  unreasonably,  that  a Democratic  Party 
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Brekken/L  A Times 

Above:  Homeless  sleep  in  downtown  Las  Vegas.  Below:  San  Quentin  State 
Prison  gymnasium  filled  with  nearly  400  double-bunked  inmates.  Over- 
crowded prisons  are  endemic  to  decaying  American  capitalist  system. 


administration  would  be  more  adept  at 
keeping  a lid  on  social  discontent  by  put- 
ting a nicer  face  on  the  same  grinding  op- 
pression and  exploitation  that  the  Republi- 
cans openly  revel  in  enforcing.  Some  hark 
back  to  the  1932  elections — in  the  midst 
of  the  Great  Depression — which  brought 
Democrat  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  to 
power.  But  these  days,  the  Democrats  aren't 
talking  about  a “New  Deal."  All  that’s  be- 
ing offered  now  is  a “raw  deal”  for  the 
working  class,  making  the  exploited  and 
oppressed  pay  for  the  crimes  of  capitalism. 

In  any  case,  it  is  simply  a liberal  myth 
that  FDR's  "New  Deal"  pulled  the  U.S.  out 
of  the  1930s  Depression.  The  American 
economy  did  not  recover  its  pre-1929  level 
until  the  imperialist  slaughter  of  World 
War  II  set  the  war  industries  running  in 
high  gear.  The  New  Deal  was.  however, 
successful  in  heading  off  a proletarian 
socialist  movement.  During  the  1930s. 
American  workers  waged  hard-fought 
class  battles  to  organize  for  the  first  time  in 
mass  industrial  unions.  However,  thanks 
in  large  part  to  the  Stalinists  and  social 
democrats  at  the  head  of  these  unions, 
the  incipient  radicalization  of  labor  was 
diverted  into  FDR’s  Democratic  Party. 

Today,  the  price  of  the  trade-union 
tops’  fealty  to  the  Democrats  is  witnessed 
in  the  devastation  of  many  of  the  indus- 
trial unions  that  were  forged  in  the  battles 
of  the  1930s.  The  loss  of  millions  of 
manufacturing  jobs  since  the  beginning 
of  the  deindustrialization  of  America 
some  30  years  ago  has  fallen  hardest  on 
the  black  population.  The  loss  of  manu- 
facturing jobs  has  been  paralleled  by  an 
increase  in  the  prison  population,  with 
black  and  Latino  youth  overwhelmingly 
rounded  up  and  incarcerated  in  the  racist 
"war  on  drugs."  Once  a reserve  army  of 
labor  for  American  capitalism,  the  popu- 
lations of  the  ghettos  are  increasingly 
deemed  a surplus  population  not  "worth” 
even  the  most  miserable  social  welfare  by 
the  capitalist  rulers  who  no  longer  needed 
their  labor  power. 

It  was  Democratic  president  Bill  Clin- 
ton who  ended  “welfare  as  we  know  it." 
condemning  single  mothers  and  their 
children  to  unspeakable  poverty  and  star- 
vation. Now  Obama  continues  the  refrain 
of  Condemning  young  black  men  as 
"deadbeat  dads"  who  need  to  pull  them- 
selves up  by  their  nonexistent  booistrap.s. 
Official  unemployment  for  blacks  is  1 1.4 
percent,  but  according  to  some  econo- 
mists the  actual  jobless  rate  for  all  blacks 
of  working  age  in  this  country  i.s  an 


Street,"  a September  19  press  release  by 
AFL-CIO  president  John  Sweeney  argued 
that  "permanent  .solutions  can  be  found  in 
the  economic  program  of  Barack  Obama." 
The  trade-union  bureaucracy’s  support  to 
the  Democratic  Party  is  a central  expres- 
sion of  their  loyalty  to  American  capital- 
ism, It  has  long  .served  to  sap  the  fighting 
power  of  organized  labor  by  shackling  the 
unions  to  a party,  which  no  less  than  the 
Republicans,  represents  the  interests  of 
the  capitalist  class  enemy.  The  cost  of  this 
policy  is  not  simply,  or  even  mainly,  the 
millions  that  are  shelled  out  to  the  Dem- 
ocrats at  election  time,  but  the  savage 
attacks  on  the  living  standards  of  the 
working  class,  the  wholesale  de.struction 
of  unionized  jobs,  the  slashing  of  health 
care,  the  misery  of  the  ghettos  and  mas- 
sive incarceration  of  blacks,  the  racist 
roundups  and  deportations  of  immigrants. 

Speaking  from  the  Senate  floor  where 
he  joined  in  voting  up  the  bailout  pack- 
age. Obama  appealed  for  a reconciliation 
of  the  exploited  and  the  exploiters  in  the 
face  of  the  financial  meltdown: 

"We  are  all  going  to  need  to  sacrifice. 
We're  all  going  to  need  to  pull  our 
weight,  because  now.  more  than  ever,  we 
are  all  in  this  together.  Thai's  part  of 
what  this  crisis  has  taught  us.  But  in  the 
end  of  the  day.  there’s  no  real  separation 
between  Wall  Street  and  Main  Street. 
There's  only  the  road  we're  traveling  on 
as  Amencans," 

Obama  is  the  first  black  candidate  with  a 
real  shot  at  being  elected  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  U.S.  imperialism,  a prospect 
heretofore  virtually  unthinkable  in  this 
deeply  racist  country  where  the  forcible 
subjugation  of  the  majority  of  the  black 
population  at  the  bottom  of  society  has 
been  and  remains  a central  foundation 
stone  of  American  capitalism.  And  his 
chances  of  winning  might  well  have  been 
given  a big  boost  by  the  Wall  Street  cri- 
sis. The  Democratic  Party’s  facade  of 
being  the  "friend"  of  labor  and  blacks  has 
historically  made  it  the  preferred  party  of 
the  American  bourgeoisie  to  rule  in  times 
of  crisis  either  in  mobilizing  for  war  or  in 
appeals  for  bell-tightening  for  the  "good 
of  the  nation."  This  has  been  additionally 
fueled  by  increasing  antipathy  among  the 
bourgeoisie  for  the  deranged  fundamen- 
talists of  the  Republican  Party,  whether  in 
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astounding  42  percent!  In  some  largely 
black  and  Latino  neighborhoods  in  South 
Chicago,  as  well  a.s  across  the  Detroit 
metropolitan  area,  one  out  of  every  20 
households  ha.s  been  or  i.s  in  the  process 
of  being  foreclosed.  The  response  of 
Democrats  and  Republicans  alike  is  to 
condemn  those  who  were  preyed  upon 
with  subprime  mortgages  and  other  credit 
scams  for  “living  beyond  their  means.” 
Enough!  The  situation  desperately 
cries  out  for  class  struggle  against  the  capi- 
talist rulers’  onslaughts.  Labor  needs  a 
fighting  leadership  that  will  unleash  the 
power  of  the  multiracial  working  class  in 
struggle  not  only  for  its  own  interests  but 
also  for  black  rights  and  in  defense  of 
immigrants.  First  and  foremost  that  means 
breaking  the  chains  forged  by  the  present 
labor  misleaders.  which  have  shackled 
the  working  class  to  its  exploiters. 

Democratic  Party  "lesser  evilism"  ha.s 
.served  to  perpetuate  the  racist  hellhole 
that  is  capitalist  America,  where  the  in- 
creasingly raw  exploitation  of  labor  is 
stoked  by  fomenting  racial  and  ethnic 
divisions-  While  Obama  has  left  room  for 
few  illusion.s  that  his  election  will  in  any 
way  improve  conditions  of  life  for  blacks 
in  this  country,  many  nonetheless  have 
illusions  that  a black  president  might  at 
least  change  the  patina  of  race  relations  in 
this  country.  But  one  need  look  no  further 
than  the  numerous  black  Democrats  who 
were  elected  as  mayors  in  major  urban 
areas.  Their  job  was  to  keep  working  peo- 
ple and  blacks  down,  a role  embodied  in 
the  statement  by  former  New  York  City 
mayor  David  Dinkins:  "They’ll  take  it 
from  me.”  Obama  simply  seeks  to  become 
the  overseer  for  the  whole  plantation. 

Black  workers  are  a significant  compo- 
nent of  organized  labor,  integrated  into 
strategic  sections  of  the  working  class. 
The  road  to  black  freedom  and  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  working  class  as  a whole 
can  only  be  realized  in  the  destruction  of 
American  capitalism  in  which  black  op- 
pression is  rooted.  Only  when  the  work- 
ing class  has  ripped  the  economy  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  capitalist  exploiters  and 
reorganized  it  on  a socialist  basis  will  the 
material  basis  be  laid  for  the  full  equality 
and  integration  of  black  people.  For  a 
class-struggle  leadership  of  the  unions! 
For  black  liberation  through  socialist 
revolution!  Those  who  labor  must  rule! 

The  Myth  of  "Regulation” 

It  has  now  become  conventional  wis- 
dom. especially  in  liberal  circles,  to  blame 
the  meltdown  on  Wall  Street  on  inade- 
quate government  regulation  and  then  to 
blame  inadequate  regulation  on  the  Repub- 
licans suppo.sed  belief  in  "free  market 
fundamentalism."  An  editorial  in  the  New 
York  Times  (20  September)  asserted; 

This  crisis  i.s  the  result  of  a willful  and 
systematic  failure  by  the  government  to 
regulate  and  monitor  the  activities  of 
bankers,  lenders,  hedge  funds,  insurers 
and  other  market  players.  All  were  play- 
ing high-stake.s  poker  with  the  financial 
system,  but  without  adequate  transpar- 
ency, oversight  or  supervision." 

Similarly.  Obama  went  after  his  Republi- 
can rival  in  their  September  26  debate, 
railing,  "this  is  a final  verdict  on  eight 
years  of  failed  economic  policies  pro- 
moted by  George  Bu.sh.  supported  by 
Senator  McCain — the  theory  that  basi- 
cally says  that  we  can  shred  regulations,” 

In  reality,  speculative  binges  that 
inevitably  crash  are  endemic  to  capital- 
i.sm.  An  example  is  the  1720  South  Sea 
Bubble  in  England,  where  rampant  specu- 
lation in  the  stocks  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany led  to  a financial  collapse  whose  im- 
pact was  felt  internationally.  (David  Liss’s 
2000  novel.  A Con.spiracy  of  Paper,  is  a 
good  read  on  the  subject.)  One  need  only 
look  back  to  the  last  major  financial  cri- 
sis in  this  country,  the  collapse  of  the  dot- 
com stock  market  boom  in  2000-2001. 

In  that  case,  the  preceding  speculative 
bubble  took  place  under  the  Democratic 
Clinton  administration,  not  a Republican 
White  House.  The  wild  inflation  of  finan- 
cial assets — what  Marx  called  fictitious 
capital — was  centered  on  corporate  shares 
rather  than  newfangled,  exotic  securities 
like  CDOs  (collateralized  debt  obliga- 
tions) and  CDSs  (credit  default  swaps). 
Stock  market  transactions  were  and 
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lAM  Boeing  Strikers  Hold  Firm 


OCTOBER  6 — Against  the  backdrop  of 
the  financial  meltdown  on  Wall  Street, 
the  monthlong  strike  by  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists  and  Aerospace 
Workers  (lAM)  against  Boeing  has  rip- 
pled across  the  globe.  Already  the  aero- 
space giant  has  missed  delivery  of  more 
than  30  commercial  aircraft,  forcing  air- 
lines internationally  to  postpone  the 
launch  of  new  service.  Many  of  it.s  thou- 
sands of  parts  suppliers,  some  as  far  away 
as  Japan,  have  slowed  or  stopped  produc- 
tion. With  Boeing  the  nation's  largest 
exporter,  the  effects  of  the  strike  could  be 
fell  well  beyond  the  aerospace  industry. 

This  strike,  like  any  labor  battle,  is 
a confrontation  between  the  capitalist 
bosses  and  the  working  class.  Having 
raked  in  $4  billion  in  the  last  year  alone. 
Boeing  hopes  to  further  jack  up  its  mas- 
sive profits  by  forcing  a giveback  contract 
on  the  union  with  no  restrictions  on  the 
bosses'  ability  to  outsource  work,  Boeing 
is  targeting  new-hires.  threatening  to  elimi- 
nate their  pensions  and  retiree  medical 
benefits  altogether,  and  similarly  wants  to 
cut  off  survivor  benefits.  Its  wage  pro- 
posal is  grossly  inadequate,  with  more 
than  4,000  lAM  members  currently  earn- 
ing less  than  $30,000  a year  because  of  a 
tiered  wage  structure. 

But  the  Machinists  remain  firmly 
resolved  to  stay  out  and  are  in  a position 
to  win.  The  aircraft  manufacturer  had 
been  scurrying  to  build  planes  in  the  face 
of  volatile  oil  prices,  slowing  economies 


and  a shakeout  among  the  companies  that 
finance  aviation  sales.  The  strike  at  Boe- 
ing points  the  way  toward  unleashing  the 
social  power  of  the  working  class  at  a 
time  when  the  economic  crisis,  includ- 
ing the  bipartisan  federal  bailout  of  Wall 
Street,  threatens  working  people  with  yet 
another  big  hit  in  the  pocketbook. 

A victorious  lAM  Boeing  strike  could 
reverberate  throughout  the  labor  move- 
ment. Recognizing  the  Machinists'  strug- 
gle as  their  own,  members  of  other  unions 
have  joined  the  picket  lines,  with  union 


pilots  at  Alaska  Airlines  refusing  to  fly 
a new  737  from  Boeing  Field  to  Sea-Tac 
airport.  In  marked  contrast  to  the  bureau- 
crats' plans  to  keep  pickets  small,  a num- 
ber of  lAM  members  are  putting  in  extra 
duty  on  the  picket  lines.  However,  other 
workers  at  Boeing  are  going  into  the 
plants.  As  a result.  Boeing  has  sent  out 
ten  planes  to  customers  during  the  strike, 
and  engineers  have  continued  to  prepare 
the  787  Dreamliner  for  ground  tests. 
Workers  Vanguard  supporters  were  told 
by  Machinists  on  Seattle-area  picket  lines 


that  the  engineers,  whose  union  is  in  con- 
tract negotiations  with  Boeing,  and  Team- 
sters are  "required"  by  contract  to  work. 
The  unions  should  carry  out  joint  nego- 
tiations and  strike  action  as  a first  step 
to  forming  one  industrial  union.  "No- 
strike" contract  clauses  are  examples  of 
earlier  sellouts  by  the  pro-capitalist  union 
bureaucracy,  which  swears  off  hard  class 
struggle,  substituting  for  it  the  lie  of  a 
partnership  between  labor  and  capital.  All 
Boeing  workers  would  be  in  a stronger 
position  if  they  followed  the  union  prin- 
ciple: picket  lines  mean  don't  cross! 

Many  striking  workers  expressed  con- 
cerns about  outsourcing  and  job  security. 
The  response  of  the  lAM  tops  has  been  to 
try  to  pit  workers  here  against  those  over- 
seas through  protectionist  campaigns  to 
keep  "our  jobs"  in  the  U.S..  which  fuel  big- 
otry toward  foreign,  especially  Asian,  and 
immigrant  workers.  This  chauvinist  poi- 
son also  is  the  stock  in  trade  of  the  capital- 
ist Democratic  Party.  As  a norm,  the  capi- 
talists will  move  to  exploit  cheaper  labor 
where  it  is  available.  What  is  necessary  is 
a head-on  struggle  again.st  the  bosses.  'This 
includes  forging  a fighting  alliance  of  Boe- 
ing workers  internationally  and  launching 
a serious  drive  to  organize  Boeing's  non- 
union suppliers  in  the  U.S,  To  unlock 
labor's  power,  there  must  be  a political 
struggle  within  the  unions  for  a class- 
struggle  leadership  to  replace  the  bureau- 
crats who  chain  workers  to  the  Democratic 
Party.  Victory  to  the  I AM  Boeing  strike!  U 


are  highly  regulated  by  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission.  Nonetheless,  at  the 
height  of  the  bubble  in  2000,  the  shares  of 
companies  listed  on  the  S&P  500  Index 
were  trading  at  36  times  their  average  earn- 
ings over  the  previous  five  years.  The  so- 
called  price-earnings  ratio  was  at  the  high- 
est level  in  over  a century.  When  the  crash 
came,  it  wiped  out  more  than  a third  of 
the  stock  market's  paper  wealth.  And  then 
came  a recession  as  corporate  spending  on 
new  plants  and  equipment  plunged  and 
employment  fell  for  three  straight  years. 

In  all  modem  capitalist  countries,  the 
overall  supply  of  money  and  availability  of 
credit  is  regulated  through  the  operations 
of  the  central  bank.  No  sustained  specula- 
tive bubble,  whether  centering  on  corpo- 
rate shares  or  mortgage-backed  securities, 
can  occur  behind  the  back  of  the  central 
bank.  And  the  Federal  Reserve,  the  U.S. 
central  bank,  helped  fuel  first  the  stock 
market  boom  and  then  the  housing-price 
bubble  through  its  "easy  money"  policy. 
When  the  former  went  bust,  the  Fed 
flooded  financial  markets  with  money.  It 
cut  the  interest  charged  on  short-term 
loans  to  member  banks  from  6.5  to  I per- 
cent by  2003.  the  lowest  rate  in  half  a 
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century.  During  most  of  this  period,  the  so- 
called  federal  funds  rale  was  less  than  the 
going  rate  of  inflation.  In  effect,  the  gov- 
ernment was  giving  away  money  for  free 
— and  as  much  as  they  wanted — to  Wall 
Street  financiers.  No  wonder  the  latter  then 
spent  with  reckless  abandon. 

In  late  2004,  the  London  Economist 
warned  that  America's  “easy  money  pol- 
icy has  spilled  beyond  its  borders”  and 
"has  flowed  into  share  prices  and  houses 
around  the  world,  inflating  a series  of 
asset-price  bubbles,"  Almost  all  European 
countries  were  infected  with  speculative 
bubbles  regardless  of  the  political  and 
ideological  character  of  their  governments 
or  the  particular  laws  and  practices  regu- 
lating their  financial  markets.  Countries 
like  Spain,  which  have  been  governed  by 
social-democratic  parties,  experienced  an 
even  more  extreme  inflation  of  housing 
prices  than  did  the  U.S. 

Now  these  and  other  European  coun- 
tries are  also  facing  the  day  of  reckon- 
ing. Last  fall,  a large  British  bank.  North- 
ern Rock,  which  .specialized  in  mortgage 
loans,  went  bust  and  had  to  be  taken  over 
by  the  government.  Within  the  past  few 
weeks  the  French,  Belgian  and  Dutch  gov- 
ernments have  been  involved  in  "rescue" 
operations  for  two  major  banks.  Dexia  and 
Fortis.  The  Union  Bank  of  Switzerland — 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  world — has  been 
hit  by  heavy  losses  and  there  is  now  talk  of 
a bailout  for  this  global  titan.  The  German 
government  has  announced  that  it  will 
guarantee  all  private  .savings,  to  the  tune  of 
more  than  $700  billion,  after  a group  of 
banks  pulled  out  of  a deal  to  provide  more 
than  $48  billion  to  rescue  the  large  Ger- 
man mortgage  lender.  Hypo  Real  Estate, 
Thomas  Mayer,  chief  economist  for  Ger- 
many's Deutsche  Bank,  bemoaned:  "In 
this  day  and  age.  a bank  run  spreads 
around  the  world,  not  around  the  block." 
To  maintain  that  the  current  international 
financial  crisis  could  have  been  prevented 
by  more  regulation  and  better  oversight 
by  Washington  is  like  arguing  that  the 
destruction  caused  by  a 100-foot-high  tidal 
wave  could  have  been  prevented  by  adding 
a few  feet  to  a six-fool-high  jetty. 

At  the  political  level,  the  West  European 
imperialist  ruling  classes  are  conflicted 
between  worrying  about  the  fallout  from 
the  Wall  Street  crash  and  gloating  over 
the  sudden  weakening  of  their  American 
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imperialist  rival.  A recent  study  by  the 
German  economics  ministry  points  to  a 
“noticeably  worsened  external  economic 
environment."  On  the  gloating  side  (which 
didn't  last  too  long)  is  a lengthy  piece  in 
the  leading  German  bourgeois  journal 
Der  Spiegel  online  (30  September)  titled, 
"The  End  of  Arrogance:  America  Loses 
Its  Dominant  Economic  Role": 

"With  its  rule  of  three  of  cheap  money, 
free  markets  and  double-digit  profit  mar- 
gins. American  turbo-capitalism  has  set 
economic  standards  worldwide  for  the 
past  quarter  century.  Now  it  is  proving  to 
be  nothing  hut  a giant  snowball  sy.siem. 
upsetting  the  US’s  global  political  status 
as  it  comes  crashing  down." 

The  current  economic  meltdown  demol- 
ishes the  notion  peddled  by  various  lib- 
eral and  radical  ideologues  of  a new  era 
of  "globalization.”  positing  that  capitalist 
rule  had  transcended  the  nation  state  and 
that  agencies  like  the  World  Bank  and  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  had  become 
.some  kind  of  world  capitalist  govern- 
ment. Currently  the  national  bourgeoisies 
of  various  countries,  including  those 
in  the  European  Union  consortium,  are 
scrambling  to  shore  up  their  own  eco- 
nomic interests.  The  recent  move  by  Ire- 
land to  guarantee  the  debts  and  deposits  of 
its  six  largest  banks  provoked  the  ire  of 
the  British  New  Labour  government,  which 
feared  a loss  of  depositors  in  its  banks  as 
people  headed  for  greener  pastures. 

Noting  that  the  "lack  of  a unified  regu- 
latory structure  and  a co-ordinated  Euro- 
pean response  has  led  some  governments 
to  act  unilaterally  to  protect  their  banks, 
even  at  the  risk  of  infuriating  their  neigh- 


bours." an  article  on  the  Web  site  of  the 
Financial  Times  (3  October)  quoted  Willem 
Builer.  a professor  at  the  London  School 
of  Economics,  writing  in  his  Financial 
Times  blog:  “The  Irish  guarantee  is  the 
most  ‘in-your-face’  beggar-thy-neighbour 
provocation  since  medieval  armies  cata- 
pulted bubonic-plague-ridden  corpses  into 
the  cities  they  were  besieging.”  Meanwhile, 
the  Dutch  government  ripped  up  its  part 
of  the  deal  with  Belgium  to  bail  out  For- 
tis, declaring  that  it  would  now  spend  this 
money  to  take  full  control  of  the  bank’s 
operations  in  the  bTetherlands  alone. 

The  "globalization”  myth  was  prem- 
ised on  the  liberal-pacifist  notion  that  the 
capitalists  don't  need  state  power — i.e., 
armed  bodies  of  men — to  defend  their 
interests  both  against  the  exploited  at 
home  and  against  rival  capitalists  in  other 
countries.  As  the  world  today  is  once 
again  riven  by  an  economic  crisis,  rival- 
ries among  competing  imperialist  powers 
that  have  led  to  two  world  conflagrations 
are  once  again  heating  up.  The  deadly 
chauvinism  of  the  trade-union  misleaders 
of  “defending  American  jobs"  against 
foreign  competition,  including  against  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state,  where 
capitalist  rule  was  overthrown  by  the 
1949  Revolution,  is  itself  a defense  of 
the  interests  of  America's  imperialist  rul- 
ers against  the  working  class  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  defense  of  the 
class  interests  of  the  proletariat  must  be 
imbued  with  the  program  of  international 
solidarity  and  struggle  that  Karl  Marx 
and  Friedrich  Engels  inscribed  on  the 
continued  on  page  8 
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Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 

Free  Troy  Davis! 


We  print  below  a letter  sent  on  Septem- 
ber 18  to  Georgia  governor  George  Ervin 
Perdue  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee. a class-struggle,  non-sectarian,  legal 
and  social  defense  organization  asso- 
ciated with  the  Spartacist  League.  On 
September  23.  two  hours  before  Troy 
Davis'  scheduled  execution,  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  issued  a stay  pending  a 
decision  whether  to  review  his  case,  which 
thev  are  due  to  consider  on  October  10. 
The  execution  warrant  has  expired,  but 
should  the  Supreme  Court  turn  Davis 
down,  it  is  expected  that  a new  death  war- 
rant will  be  issued,  and  Davis  could  be 
executed  before  the  end  of  this  month. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  joins 
thousands  throughout  the  world  in  out- 
rage over  the  impending  execution  of 
Troy  Anthony  Davis.  The  death  penalty 
is  cruel  and  barbaric.  In  the  United  States 


it  is  the  racist  legacy  of  centuries  of  slav- 
ery and  segregation. 

Like  many  poor  and  black  prisoners  on 
death  row.  Mr.  Davis’  conviction  was  based 
on  the  testimony  of  “eyewitnesses”  who 
were  forced  by  intimidating  policemen  to 
falsely  implicate  him  in  the  death  of  a 
white  off-duty  police  officer.  Seven  of  the 
key  prosecution  witnesses  have  recanted 
their  testimony,  many  citing  police  mis- 
conduct. But  the  courts  have  turned  a 
blind  eye  to  this  exculpatory  evidence  due 
in  large  part  to  the  provisions  of  the  Anti- 
terrorism  and  Effective  Death  Penalty  Act 
of  1996  signed  by  Bill  Clinton. 

Now  your  office  is  preparing  to  exe- 
cute Mr.  Davis,  despite  thousands  of  pro- 
tests including  Amnesty  International,  a 
former  FBI  director  and  the  Pope.  We 
demand  this  racist  barbarity  be  stopped 
and  that  Mr.  Davis  be  freed.* 


September  rally  in  Atlanta 
calls  to  stop  execution  of 
Troy  Davis  (Inset). 
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banner  of  the  communist  movement  more 
than  160  years  ago:  "Workers  of  the 
world,  unite." 

Reform  vs.  Revolution 

In  an  editorial  asking  “Why  not  a bail- 
out for  the  rest  of  us?”  {Socialist  Worker 
online.  1 October),  the  International  Social- 
ist Organization  calls  to  “ban  the  Wall 
Street  casino  for  high-stakes  gambling.” 
One  is  reminded  of  the  gendarme  in  Casa- 
blanca who  declares  that  he  is  “shocked” 
to  find  gambling  going  on  in  Rick’s  casino. 
But  this  is  merely  an  expression  of  the 
ISO’s  promotion  of  the  supposed  inherent 
democracy  of  capitalist  class  rule,  which 
under  sufficient  pressure  from  the  “peo- 
ple" can  be  made  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  working  class  and  oppressed. 

Just  in  case  anyone  might  mistake  the 
editorial’s  call  to  nationalize  the  banking 
system  as  any  challenge  to  bourgeois 
rule,  the  ISO  is  quick  to  add;  "National- 
ized banks  are  nothing  new.  For  much  of 
the  second  half  of  the  20lh  century,  they 
were  the  norm  in  Western  Europe — and 


they  remained  capitalist  institutions  to 
bool.”  No  kidding!  In  the  mouths  of  mass 
reformist  parties  in  Europe,  like  the  old 
Labour  Party  in  Britain,  calls  for  nation- 
alization were  typically  nothing  other  than 
a prescription  for  bailing  out  bankrupt 
enterprises  and  financial  institutions.  By 
these  lights,  even  the  ISO  allows,  "It’s 
hard  to  describe  the  federal  government’s 
recent  adventures  in  the  banking  industry 
as  something  other  than  nationalization.” 
To  avoid  confusion  between  what  they 
are  calling  for  and  what  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment has  already  done  with  its  $700  billion 
bailout  package,  the  ISO  argues.  “An  eco- 
nomic bailout  on  pro-worker  terms  would 
include  much  more  than  nationalizing  the 
banks.”  What  follows  is  a wish  list  of  bene- 
ficial programs  such  as  a moratorium  on 
home  foreclosures,  job  creation,  public 
works  to  rebuild  schools  and  housing  in  the 
inner  cities  and  so  on.  This  is  echoed  by 
Workers  World  Party  (WWP)  in  its  article, 
“Handout  to  the  Rich  Ignites  People's 
Anger”  {Workers  World,  1 October),  which 
calls  for  “a  freeze  on  all  workplace  closings 
and  job  layoffs... and  a rollback  in  gas.  food 
and  utility  prices”  and  lots  of  other  good 
things.  According  to  the  ISO  and  WWP’s 
pipe  dream,  all  of  these  demands  can  and 
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will  somehow  be  legislated  by  the  capi- 
talist state.  As  V.I,  Lenin,  leader  of  the 
1917  Bolshevik  Revolution,  wrote  nearly 
a century  ago,  the  working  people  "never 
decide  important  questions  under  bour- 
geois democracy,  which  are  decided  by 
the  stock  exchange  and  the  banks.” 

WWP  even  advises  that  “from  a strictly 
capitalist  point  of  view,  aid  to  homeowners 
would  transform  bad  debts  into  debts  that 
are  payable.  It  would  actually  ease  the 
financial  crisis  of  the  system.”  Nonetheless, 
unlike  the  ISO  editorial.  WWP  is  at  least 
capable  of  mouthing  the  words  that  the  cur- 
rent crisis  is  a product  of  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem of  production  for  profit  and  even  cdls 
for  “struggle”  as  the  “only  way  that  real, 
profound  change  lakes  place.”  But  for  the 
working  class,  black  people  and  the  poor  to 
get  their  hands  on  the  money  that  will  pro- 
vide jobs,  education  and  health  care  requires 
breaking  the  power  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
which,  has  its  hands  on  the  wealth,  taken 
from  the  labor  of  those  who  produced  it. 

In  the  Transitional  Program,  the  found- 
ing document  of  the  Fourth  International, 
written  on  the  eve  of  World  War  II, 
Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky  put  for- 
ward a series  of  demands  aimed  at  bridg- 
ing the  struggles  of  the  working  class  to 
the  understanding  of  the  need  to  over- 
throw the  decaying  and  anarchic  capital- 
ist profit  system.  To  unmask  the  exploita- 
tion. robbery  and  fraud  of  the  capitalist 
owners  and  the  swindles  of  the  banks,  he 
argued  that  the  workers  should  demand 
that  the  capitalists  open  their  books  “to 
reveal  to  all  members  of  society  that  un- 
conscionable squandering  of  human  labor 


which  is  the  result  of  capitalist  anarchy 
and  the  naked  pursuit  of  profit.”  Pointing 
out  that  “imperialism  means  the  domina- 
tion of  finance  capital,"  he  raised  the  call 
for  the  expropriation  of  the  banks  while 
arguing  that  this  would  produce  "favor- 
able results  only  if  the  state  power  itself 
passes  completely  from  the  hands  of  the 
exploiters  into  the  hands  of  the  toilers.”  In 
the  face  of  mass  unemployment,  he  called 
for  working-class  struggle  for  a shorter 
workweek  with  no  loss  in  pay  to  spread 
the  available  work,  for  a massive  program 
of  public  works  and  for  wages  to  rise  with 
prices  to  guard  against  the  ravages  of 
inflation. 

In  opposition  to  the  capitalists  and 
their  reformist  agents,  Trotsky  argued: 

"Property  owners  and  their  lawyers  will 
prove  the  ‘unrealizabilily’  of  these  de- 
mands. Smaller,  especially  ruined  capital- 
ists. in  addition  will  refer  to  their  account 
ledgers.  The  workers  categorically  de- 
nounce such  conclusions  and  references. 
The  question  is  not  one  of  a ‘normal’  col- 
lision between  opposing  material  inter- 
ests. The  question  is  one  of  guarding  the 
proletariat  from  decay,  demoralization 
and  ruin.  The  question  is  one  of  life  or 
death  of  the  only  creative  and  progressive 
class,  and  by  that  token  of  the  future  of 
mankind.  If  capitalism  is  incapable  of  sat- 
isfying the  demands  inevitably  arising 
from  the  calamities  generated  by  itself, 
then  let  it  perish.  ‘Realizability’  or  ‘unre- 
alizability’ is  in  the  given  instance  a ques- 
tion of  the  relationship  of  forces,  which 
can  be  decided  only  by  the  struggle.  By 
means  of  this  struggle,  no  matter  what  its 
immediate  practical  successes  may  be. 
the  workers  will  best  come  to  understand 
the  necessity  of  liquidating  capitalist 
slavery.”  ■ 
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achievement.  The  irreconcilable  revolu- 
tionary tendency,  subjected  to  persecu- 
tions as  no  other  political  tendency  in 
world  history  has  in  all  likelihood  suf- 
fered. has  again  given  proof  of  its  power. 
Surmounting  all  obstacles,  it  has  under 
the  blows  of  its  mighty  enemies  con- 
vened its  International  Conference.  This 
fact  constitutes  unimpeachable  evidence 
of  the  profound  viability  and  unwav- 
ering perseverance  of  the  international 
Bolshevik-Leninists.  The  very  possibility 
of  a successful  conference  was  first  of  all 
assured  by  the  spirit  of  revolutionary 
internationalism  which  imbues  all  our 
sections.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  place  extremely  great  value  upon 
the  international  lies  of  the  proletarian 
vanguard  in  order  to  gather  together  the 
international  revolutionary  staff  at  the 
present  time,  when  Europe  and  the  entire 
world  live  in  the  expectation  of  the 
approaching  war.  The  fumes  of  national 
hatreds  and  racial  persecutions  today 
compose  the  political  atmosphere  of  our 
planet.  Fascism  and  racism  are  merely 
the  most  extreme  expressions  of  the  bac- 
chanalia of  chauvinism  which  seeks  to 
overcome  or  stifle  the  intolerable  class 
contradictions.  The  resurgence  of  social 
patriotism  in  France  and  other  countries, 
or.  rather,  its  new*  open  and  shameless 
manifestation,  pertains  to  the  same  cate- 
gory as  fascism,  but  with  an  adaptation 
to  democratic  ideology  or  its  vestiges. 

Also  pertaining  to  the  same  circle  of 
events  is  the  open  fostering  of  national- 
ism in  the  USSR  at  meetings,  in  the  press, 
and  in  the  schools,  ft  is  not  at  all  a ques- 
tion of  the  so-called  “socialist  patriot- 
ism." i.e..  defense  of  the  conquests  of  the 
October  Resolution  against  imperialism. 
No,  it  is  a question  of  restoring  pre- 
eminence to  the  patriotic  traditions  of  old 
Russia.  And  here  the  task  is  likewise 
one  of  creating  suprasocial.  supraclass 
values,  so  as  thereby  more  successfully  to 
discipline  the  toilers  and  subject  them 
to  the  greedy  bureaucratic  vermin.  The 
official  ideology  of  the  present  Kremlin 
appeals  to  the  exploits  of  Prince  Alex- 
ander Nevsky,  to  the  heroism  of  the 
army  of  Suvorov-Rymniksky  or  Kutuzov- 
Smolensky.  while  it  shuts  its  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  this  “heroism”  was  based  on  the 
enslavement  and  benightedness  of  the 
popular  masses,  and  that  for  this  very  rea- 
son the  old  Russian  army  was  victorious 
only  in  struggles  against  the  still  more 
backward  Asiatic  peoples,  or  the  weak  and 
disintegrating  states  on  the  Western  bor- 
der. On  the  other  hand,  in  conflicts  with 
advanced  countries  of  Europe  the  valiant 
czarist  soldiery  always  proved  bankrupt. 
Obviously,  the  experience  of  the  last 
imperialist  war  has  already  been  buried  in 
the  Kremlin,  just  as  it  has  forgotten  the 
not  unimportant  fact  that  the  October 
Revolution  grew  directly  from  defeatism. 
What  do  Thermidorians  and  Bonapart- 
ists  care  about  all  this?  They  require 
nationalistic  fetishes.  Alexander  Nevsky 
must  come  to  the  aid  of  Nikolai  Yezhov. 

The  theory  of  socialism  in  one  country, 
which  liquidated  the  program  of  the  inter- 
national revolutionary  struggle  of  the  pro- 
letariat, could  not  fail  to  terminate  in  a 
wave  of  nationalism  in  the  USSR  and 
could  not  but  engender  a responsive  wave 
of  the  same  nature  in  the  "Communist*’ 
parties  of  other  countries.  Only  two  or 
three  years  ago  it  was  maintained  that  the 
sections  of  the  Comintern  were  obliged  to 
support  their  governments  only  in  the  so- 
called  "democratic"  states  that  were  pre- 
pared to  support  the  USSR  in  the  struggle 
against  fascism.  The  task  of  defending  the 
workers’  state  was  intended  to  serve  as  a 
justification  for  social  patriotism.  Today, 
Browder,  who  has  been  no  more  and  no 
less  pro,stituied  than  other  "leaders"  of  the 
Stalimem.  declares  before  a Congressional 
investigating  committee  that  in  the  event 
of  a war  between  the  U.S.  and  the  USSR, 
he.  Browder,  and  his  party  will  be  on  the 
side  of  their  own  denu>cratic  fatherland.  In 
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28  August  1940  memorial  meeting  in  New  York  for  Leon  Trotsky  after  his 
assassination  in  Mexico  at  the  hands  of  a Stalinist  agent.  Meeting  reaffirmed 
Fourth  International’s  commitment  to  lead  world  socialist  revolution. 


all  probability  ihi.s  answer  was  prompted 
by  Stalin.  But  the  case  is  not  altered 
thereby.  Betrayal  has  a logic  of  its  own. 
Entering  the  path  of  social  patriotism,  the 
Third  International  is  now  being  clearly 
tom  from  the  hands  of  the  Kremlin  clique. 
"Communists”  have  become  social  impe- 
rialists and  they  differ  from  their  “Social 
Democratic"  allies  and  competitors  only  in 
that  their  cynicism  is  greater. 

Betrayal  has  a logic  of  its  own.  The 
Third  International  following  the  Second 
has  completely  perished  as  an  Interna- 
tional. It  is  no  longer  capable  of  display- 
ing any  kind  of  initiative  in  the  sphere  of 
world  proletarian  politics.  It  is.  of  course, 
no  accident  that  after  15  years  of  pro- 
gressive demoralization,  the  Comintern 
revealed  its  complete  internal  rottenness 
at  the  moment  of  the  approaching  world 
war.  i.e..  precisely  at  a time  when  the  pro- 
letariat is  most  urgently  in  need  of  its 
international  revolutionary  unification. 

History  has  piled  up  monstrous  obsta- 
cles before  the  Fourth  International.  Mori- 
bund tradition  is  being  aimed  against  the 
living  revolution.  For  a century  and  a half, 
the  radiations  of  the  Great  French  Revo- 
lution have  served  the  bourgeoisie  and 
its  petty  bourgeois  agency — the  Second 
International — as  a means  of  shattering 
and  paralyzing  the  revolutionary  will  of 
the  proletariat.  The  Third  International  is 
now  exploiting  the  incomparably  more 
fresh  and  more  powerful  traditions  of  the 
October  Revolution  to  the  same  end.  The 
memory  of  the  first  victorious  uprising  of 
the  proletariat  against  bourgeois  democ- 
racy serves  the  usurpers  to  save  bourgeois 
democracy  from  the  proletarian  uprising. 
Confronted  with  the  approach  of  the  new 
imperialist  war.  the  social  patriotic  organ- 
izations have  joined  forces  with  the  left 
wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  under  the  label 
of  the  People’s  Front,  which  represents 
nothing  else  but  an  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  bourgeoisie,  in  its  death  agony,  once 
again  to  subject  the  proletariat  to  its  rule 
just  as  the  revolutionary  bourgeoisie  had 
subjected  it  at  the  dawn  of  capitalism. 
What  was  once  a progressive  historical 
manifestation  now  appears  before  us  as  a 
revolting  reactionary  farce.  But  while  the 
“People’s  Fronts"  are  impotent  to  cure 
a capitalism  that  is  rotten  to  the  core, 
while  they  are  incapable  of  even  check- 
ing the  military  aggression  of  fascism 
— the  example  of  Spain  is  full  of  sym- 
bolic meaning! — they  nevertheless  still 
prove  sufficiently  powerful  to  sow  illu- 
sions among  the  ranks  of  the  toilers,  to 
paralyze  and  shatter  their  will  to  fight, 
and  thereby  create  the  greatest  difficulties 
in  the  path  of  the  Fourth  International. 

The  working  class.  e.specially  in  Europe, 
is  still  in  retreat,  or  at  best,  in  a state 
of  hesitation.  Defeats  are  still  too  fresh, 
and  their  number  far  from  exhausted 
They  have  assumed  their  sharpest  form  in 
Spain.  Such  are  the  conditions  in  which 
the  Fourth  International  is  developing.  Is 


it  any  wonder  that  its  growth  proceeds 
more  slowly  than  we  should  like?  Dilet- 
tantes. charlatans,  or  blockheads,  inca- 
pable of  probing  into  the  dialectic  of  his- 
toric ebbs  and  flows,  have  more  than  once 
brought  in  their  verdict;  'The  ideas  of  the 
Bolshevik-Leninists  may  perhaps  be  cor- 
rect but  they  are  incapable  of  building  a 
mass  organization."  As  if  a mass  organi- 
zation can  be  built  under  any  and  all  con- 
ditions! As  if  a revolutionary  program 
does  not  render  it  obligatory  for  us  to 
remain  in  the  minority  and  swim  against 
the  stream  in  an  epoch  of  reaction!  The 
revolutionist  who  uses  his  own  impa- 
tience as  a measuring  stick  for  the  tempo 
of  an  epoch  is  worthless.  Never  before 
has  the  path  of  the  world  revolutionary 
movement  been  blocked  with  such  mon- 
strous obstacles  as  today,  on  the  eve  of  a 
new  epoch  of  greatest  revolutionary  con- 
vulsions. A correct  Marxist  appraisal  of 
the  situation  prompts  the  conclusion  that 
we  have  achieved  inestimable  successes 
in  recent  years,  despite  everything. 

The  Russian  “Left  Opposition"  origi- 
nated 15  years  ago.  Correct  work  on  the 
international  arena  does  not  add  up  as  yet 
even  to  a complete  decade.  The  prehistory 
of  the  Fourth  International  properly  falls 
into  three  stages.  In  the  course  of  the  first 
period,  the  "Left  Opposition"  still  placed 
hopes  on  the  possibility  of  regenerating 
the  Comintern,  and  viewed  itself  as  its 
Marxist  faction.  The  revolting  capitula- 
tion of  the  Comintern  in  Germany,  tacitly 


accepted  by  all  its  sections,  posed  openly 
the  question  of  the  necessity  of  building 
the  Fourth  International.  However,  our 
small  organizations,  which  grew  through 
individual  selection  in  the  process  of 
theoretical  criticism  practically  outside  of 
the  labor  movement  itself,  proved  as  yet 
unprepared  for  independent  activity.  The 
second  period  is  characterized  by  the  efforts 
to  find  a real  political  milieu  for  the.se  iso- 
lated propagandist  groups,  even  if  at  the 
price  of  a temporary  renunciation  of  for- 
mal independence.  Entry  into  the  Social- 
ist parties  immediately  incrca.sed  our  ranks, 
although  in  respect  to  quantity  the  gains 
were  not  as  great  as  they  could  have  been. 
But  this  entry  signified  an  extremely 
important  stage  in  the  political  education 
of  our  sections,  which  tested  themselves 
and  their  ideas  for  the  first  time  face  to 
face  with  the  realities  of  the  political 
struggle  and  its  living  requirements.  As  a 
result  of  the  experience  acquired  our 
cadres  grew  a head  taller.  A not  unimpor- 
tant conquest  was  also  the  fact  that  we 
parted  company  with  incorrigible  sec- 
tarians. muddlers,  and  tricksters  who  are 
wont  to  join  every  new  movement  in  the 
beginning  only  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  compromise  and  paralyze  it. 

The  stages  of  development  of  our  .sec- 
tions in  various  countries  cannot  of  course 
coincide  chronologically.  Nevertheless, 
the  creation  of  the  American  Socialist 
Workers  Party  can  be  recognized  as  the 
termination  of  the  second  period.  Hence- 
forth the  Fourth  International  stands  face 
to  face  with  the  tasks  of  the  mass  move- 
ment. The  transitional  program  is  a re- 
flection of  this  important  turn.  Its  sig- 
nificance lies  in  this,  that  instead  of 
providing  an  a priori  theoretical  plan,  it 
draws  the  balance  of  the  already  accumu- 
lated experience  of  our  national  sections 
and  on  the  basis  of  this  experience  opens 
up  broader  international  perspectives. 

The  acceptance  of  this  program,  pre- 
pared and  assured  by  a lengthy  previous 
discussion — or  rather,  a whole  series  of 
discussions — repre.sents  our  most  impor- 
tant conquest.  The  Fourth  International  is 
now  the  only  international  organization 
which  not  only  takes  clearly  into  account 
the  driving  forces  of  the  imperialist  epoch, 
but  is  armed  with  a system  of  transitional 
demands  capable  of  uniting  the  masses  for 
a revolutionary  struggle  for  power.  We 
do  not  need  any  self-deceptions.  The  dis- 
crepancy between  our  forces  today  and 
the  tasks  on  the  morrow  is  much  more 
clearly  perceived  by  us  than  by  our  critics. 
But  the  harsh  and  tragic  dialectic  of  our 
epoch  is  working  in  our  favor.  Brought  to 
the  extreme  pitch  of  exasperation  and 
indignation,  the  masses  will  find  no  other 
leadership  than  that  offered  them  by  the 
Fourth  International  ■ 
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Immigrants  rush  gate  at  government  refugee  center  to  apply  for  asylum 
permits  during  wave  of  pogromist  antl-lmmlgrant  violence  in  June. 


South  Africa... 

i continued  from  page  12} 

South  Africa,  the  ANC  embraced  “power 
sharing”  with  the  racist  apartheid  rulers, 
a section  of  whom  accepted  that  ANC 
rule  no  longer  threatened  the  white  eco- 
nomic oligarchy. 

The  SACP  derives  much  political 
authority  from  its  role  in  helping  build  the 
ANC  and  in  the  underground  struggle 
against  apartheid,  for  which  it  suffered 
harsh  repression.  It  was  necessary  to 
stand  in  solidarity  with  the  ANC — as  well 
as  AZAPO,  the  Pan  Africanist  Congress 
and  other  nationalist  fighters — when  they 
engaged  in  military  confrontations  with 
and  other  struggles  against  the  apartheid 
state.  But  the  SACP  subordinated  the 
class  interests  of  the  proletariat  in  that 
struggle  to  bourgeois  nationalism  through 
Its  political  support  to  the  ANC. 

The  SACP  programme  is  derived  from 
the  doctrine  of  “two-stage  revolution.” 
which  the  party  inherited  from  the  degen- 
erating Comintern  under  Stalin  and 
Bukharin  in  the  late  1920s.  Under  this 
doctrine,  first  comes  the  installation  of 
bourgeois  democracy  and.  many  years 
later,  a revolution  to  supposedly  institute 
socialism.  Except  that  the  second  "stage” 
never  comes.  Applied  to  South  Africa,  this 
schema  became  the  “national  democratic 
revolution."  based  on  the  anti-Marxist 
notion  that  the  class  interests  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  those  of  the  bourgeoisie  can  be 
reconciled  in  a common  struggle  against 
white-supremacist  rule.  In  fact,  the  SACP 
IS  committed  only  to  the  first  "stage,"  pro- 
claiming that  the  bourgeois  state  under  the 
Alliance  can  progressively  “grow  over" 
into  socialism. 

The  “growing  over”  we’ve  seen  is  a 
number  of  leading  SACP  cadres  becom- 
ing millionaires  out  of  their  connections 
in  the  bourgeois  state.  In  1995.  a num- 
ber of  SACP  and  COSATU  bureaucrats 
denounced  a national  nurses  strike  as 
“counterrevolutionary."  The  strike  was 
broken  and  6.000  nurses  were  dismissed 
by  the  Eastern  Cape  provincial  govern- 
ment headed  by  the  late  Raymond  Mhlaba, 
who  was  SACP  national  chairman  at  the 
lime.  This  was  followed  in  2000  by  the 
crushing  of  a wildcat  strike  at  Volkswa- 
gen in  Uitenhage,  near  Port  Eli/,abeih. 
with  the  SACP-dominated  NUMSA  metal 
workers  bureaucracy  mobilising  against 
the  strike.  More  than  1.300  workers  were 
fired,  and  200  armed  cops  occupied  sur- 
rounding townships  to  .suppress  resistance. 

The  man  chosen  by  the  ANC  to  .serve 
as  caretaker  president  of  the  country  until 
the  elections.  Kgalema  Motlanthe.  per- 
sonifies the  subordination  of  the  SACP 
and  COSATU  to  the  ANC.  Convicted 
by  the  apartheid  regime  for  "terrorism" 
in  1977.  he  spent  ten  years  on  Robben 
Island.  After  his  release,  he  served  as  an 
education  officer  and  later  general  secre- 
tary of  the  National  Union  of  Minework- 
ers  (NUM).  the  most  powerful  compo- 
nent of  COSATU.  In  1997  he  became 
secretary-general  of  the  ANC  while  also 
serving  until  1998  on  the  SACP's  Cen- 
tral Committee,  although  he  later  let  his 
SACP  membership  lapse.  Each  of  the 
ANC’s  last  three  general  secretaries  had 
also  served  as  NUM  general  secretary, 
including  Cyril  Ramaphosa.  who  went 
on  to  get  a first-class  seat  on  the  gravy 
train.  The  current  ANC  general  secretary. 
Mantashe,  is  also  the  national  chairman 
of  the  SACP.  The  intermingling  of  mem- 
bership in  the  ANC  and  the  SACP  reflects 
and  reinforces  how  race  consciousness, 
based  on  a shared  history  of  oppression, 
obscures  the  class  divide  in  this  society. 

An  enormous  amount  of  social  tinder 
has  accumulated  out  of  frustration  that  14 
years  since  the  end  of  apartheid,  the 
abject  material  conditions  of  the  mainly 
black  working  class  and  urban  and  rural 
poor  have  not  changed  and  in  many 
ways  have  worsened.  The  AIDS  epidemic 
that  kills  at  least  1.000  people  in  South 
Africa  every  day  has  been  compounded 
by  deadly  strains  of  drug-resistant  tuber- 
culosis. Mbeki’s  infamous  denial  that 
HIV  causes  AIDS  and  the  crusade  of 
his  health  minister.  Manto  Tshabalala- 


Msimang.  pushing  beet  root  and  garlic  as 
"cures"  for  the  disease  immeasurably 
aggravated  the  death  toll  in  a country  with 
the  largest  number  of  HIV-infected  adults 
in  the  world.  Tshabalala-Msimang  has 
now  been  shifted  to  a different  Cabinet 
position.  The  labour  movement  must  fight 
against  the  government's  starving  of 
health  care  and  demand  free  antiretroviral 
drugs  for  all  who  need  them. 

The  horrendous  death  toll  in  the  gold, 
platinum  and  other  mining  operations 
that  are  the  backbone  of  the  economy  is 
another  measure  of  how  cheaply  black 
life  is  counted  under  neo-apartheid  capi- 
talism. This  year  miners  have  been  killed 
on  the  Job  at  a rate  of  nearly  one  every 
other  day,  A number  of  battles  are  being 
.waged  for  basic  union  rights,  including  a 
strike  for  union  recognition  at  the  Wool- 
worths  food  market  chain.  In  Durban  on 
September  29.  some  800  bus  drivers  were 
fired  for  waging  an  "illegal’’  strike  against 
the  Remant  Alton  company,  which  had 
taken  over  transit  operations  through  pri- 
vatisation. Durban  waste  workers  went 
out  in  solidarity  with  the  fired  strikers  and 
to  press  their  own  demand  to  be  hired  as 
permanent  employees. 

With  the  slowdown  in  the  world  econ- 
omy. layoffs  in  the  domestic  auto  indus- 
try have  already  been  announced.  The  plati- 
num mining  industry,  the  world’s  largest, 
is  due  to  take  a hit  with  cutbacks  in  world 
auto  production  since  a key  use  of  plati- 
num is  in  auto  emissions  control.  Earlier 
this  year,  gold  mining  companies  had  to 
cut  production,  even  as  prices  for  gold 
rose  sharply,  because  of  cutbacks  in  elec- 
tricity supplies  by  the  Eskom  utility,  which 
also  caused  a slowdown  in  construction. 
Compounding  the  problems  in  the  econ- 
omy is  the  ongoing  flight  of  skilled  while 
labour  and  professionals  (engineers,  doc- 
tors. etc.)  to  Australia.  Britain  and  other 
countries.  With  "while  flight"  in  mind. 
Motlanthe  told  a meeting  of  Afrikaaner 
business  and  farming  elites  in  August  that 
the  government  should  consider  phasing 
out  affirmative  action  programmes. 

Added  to  this  picture  are  daily  town- 
ship protests,  often  met  with  police  firing 


rubber  bullets,  for  decent  houses  and  the 
provision  of  electricity,  water  and  sanita- 
tion, The  power  of  the  trade  unions,  based 
on  labour’s  role  in  producing  the  wealth 
of  society,  must  be  wielded  in  defence  of 
the  township  and  rural  masses,  most  of 
whom  are  unemployed  or  only  margin- 
ally qmployed.  In  the  absence  of  a class- 
struggle  fight  for  their  needs,  their  dis- 
illusionment and  anger  can  take  starkly 
reactionary  forms.  This  was  seen  in  the 
outbreak  of  murderous  violence  against 
immigrants  that  began  in  Alexandra  in 
May,  fuelled  in  part  by  routine  cop  bru- 
talization of  immigrants  and  government 
deportations.  Sixty-two  people  were  killed 
in  the  pogromist  terror  that  month  while 
tens  of  thousands  fled  back  to  Zimbabwe. 
Mozambique  and  Malawi,  Thousands  more 
were  left  to  barely  survive  in  refugee 
camps  outside  Johannesburg.  Cape  Town 
and  other  cities. 

Those  camps  are  now  being  shut  down, 
with  a vengeance.  On  September  23.  the 
Red  Ants  security  outfit,  which  is  infa- 
mous for  evicting  the  poor  and  scabbing 


on  strikes,  demolished  a refugee  camp  in 
Pretoria,  leaving  hundreds  of  people  to 
fend  for  themselves.  The  head  of  the  Blue 
Waters  camp  in  the  Western  Cape  has 
accused  the  government  of  deliberately 
starving  out  its  residents  so  that  they 
would  submit  to  deportation  or  forced 
“reintegration"  into  the  townships.  In  the 
Eastern  Cape  last  week,  a Somali  mother 
and  her  three  children  who  had  been 
urged  to  leave  their  camp  were  brutally 
murdered  in  their  shop. 

A May  15  leaflet  issued  by  Spariacist 
South  Africa,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  International- 
ist). demanded  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants  and  an  end  to  deportations 
(.see  "South  Africa:  Mobilize  Trade  Unions 
Against  Anti-Immigrant  Terror!"  WV  No. 
915, 23  May).  The  statement  noted  that  the 
same  SACP  and  COSATU  misleaders  who 
sermonized  against  xenophobia  are  part 
of  a government  that  has  helped  spawn 
repeated  outbreaks  of  violence  against  im- 
migrants who  are  used  as  scapegoats  for 
mass  unemployment,  poverty  and  crime. 

The  need  to  unite  immigrant  and  South 


African-bom  workers  in  a struggle  for 
jobs  and  affordable,  quality,  integrated 
housing  for  all  requires  a fight  for  the 
political  independence  of  the  proletariat 
from  the  ANC  and  the  bourgeois  state. 
Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  V.  I.  Lenin  of 
the  1917  October  Revolution,  explained 
in  developing  his  theory  of  permanent 
revolution  that  national  and  social  eman- 
cipation in  countries  of  belated  capital- 
ist development,  such  as  South  Africa, 
requires  the  seizure  of  power  by  the  pro- 
letariat standing  at  the  head  of  all  the 
oppressed. 

As  we  wrote  in  “South  Africa;, For  a 
Black-Centered  Workers  Government!" 
(Wl'No.  91 1,  28  March),  a revolutionary 
working-class  regime  “would  seize  the 
economy  from  the  fabulously  wealthy 
conglomerates  that  are  the  true  masters  of 
neo-apartheid  capitalism.  It  would  expro- 
priate without  compensation  the  indus- 
tries. mines  and  banks  ...  The  expropria- 
tion of  the  bourgeoisie  would  begin  to  lay 
the  material  foundations  for  social  equal- 
ity. But  this  perspective  can  only  be  fully 


realised  through  the  extension  of  socialist 
revolution  to  the  most  advanced  capitalist 
countries  and  the  establishment  of  a col- 
lectivised. planned  world  economy." 

Reformism  of  an  Ordinary  Type 

The  victory  that  SACP  spokesmen  have 
claimed  with  Mbeki’s  ouster  may  come  at 
a high  price,  as  the  current  ANC/SACP/ 
COSATU  leadership  will  now  be  viewed 
as  more  directly  responsible  for  the  pri- 
vations of  workers  and  the  poor.  The 
SACP  has  called  on  the  new  government 
to  enact  economic  refonps  while  holding 
out  the  prospect  of  deeper  reforms  after 
the  elections  But  Motlanthe  made  clear 
from  the  beginning  that  his  regime  would 
stay  the  present  course,  winning  plaudits 
from  South  Africa’s  business  establish- 
ment. With  the  capitalist  world  entering 
into  recession,  the  government  will  come 
under  pressure  to  cut  expenditures  on 
.social  programmes,  not  expand  them.  As 
for  Zuma.  the  presumed  successor  to 
Motlanthe  as  South  Africa's  president,  he 
went  on  a world  tour  following  his  vic- 
tory at  the  Polokwane  conference  in  order 
to  assure  capitalist  leaders  that  he.  too. 
will  play  by  their  rules. 

The  SACP  is  what  Lenin  de,scribcd  as 
a bourgeois  workers  party;  a party  with  a 
working-class  base  but  with  a thoroughly 
pro-capitalist  leadership  and  programme. 
Key  to  building  a Leninist  vanguard  party 
will  be  splitting  revolutionary-minded 
members  of  the  SACP  from  their  refor- 
mist tops  by  winning  them  to  a genuinely 
communist  programme. 

SACP  militants  should  begin  by  under- 
standing that  one’s  attitude  toward  the 
capitalist  state  is  the  dividing  line  between 
revolutionary  Marxism  and  reformist 
betrayal.  While  acknowledging  that  the 
mines  and  banks  that  dominate  the  econ- 
omy are  still  in  the  hands  of  white  capi- 
talists. SACP  ideologues  claim  that  in 
"democratic”  South  Africa  the  state  is 
“class-contested”  terrain.  The  role  of  the 
SACP.  as  spelled  out  in  a document 
issued  by  the  leadership  for  a party  policy 
conference  late  last  month,  is  to  win 
hegemony  for  the  working  class  against 
"monopoly  capital”  in  such  “sites  of 
power"  as  “the  executive,  the  legislatures, 
the  judiciary,  security  forces.” 

In  theory  and  practice,  the  SACP  lead- 
ership violates  the  fundamental  Marxist 
understanding,  verified  by  all  historical 
experience,  that  the  state  is  an  organ  of 
domination  of  one  class  over  another. 
enforcing  the  rule  of  the  economically 
dominant  class  through  bodies  of  armed 
men  such  as  the  police,  army  and  prison 
system.  All  the  talk  in  SACP  documents 
about  South  Africa’s  “developmental  stale” 
is  meant  to  obscure  the  fact  that  this  stale 
plays  the  same  role  under  the  Tripartite 
Alliance  as  it  did  under  apartheid:  vio- 
lently suppressing  the  proletariat  and  the 
impoverished  masses  in  defence  of  capi- 
talist rule  and  profits  The  dilYerence  is 
that  today,  with  the  ANC/SACP/COSATll 
alliance  at  the  helm,  this  bloody  work  is 
packaged  as  “democracy,” 

In  his  1917  book  The  State  and  Revolu- 
tion, Lenin  excoriated  the  Russian  Men- 
shevik and  Socialist  Revolutionary  (SR)  par- 
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South  African  child  contracted  HIV  because  mother  was  given  inadequate 
treatment.  Anti-scientific  claims  by  government  officials  that  HIV  does  not 
cause  AIDS,  as  well  as  promotion  of  phony  “cures."  have  aggravated  death 
toll  in  South  Africa,  where  1,000  people  die  daily  from  AIDS. 
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ties  that  justified  their  role  in  the  bourgeois 
Provisional  Government,  an  early  version 
of  the  Tripartite  Alliance  and  other  popu- 
lar fronts.  Responding  to  their  claim  that 
the  state  reconciles  the  different  classes  in 
society  (or.  we  would  add.  constitutes 
"class-contested  terrain").  Lenin  wrote; 
"Innumerable  resolutUms  and  articles  by 
politicians  of  both  these  parties  are  thor- 
oughly saturated  with  this  pctty-bourgcois 
and  philistine  ‘reconciliation’  theory.  That 
the  state  is  an  organ  of  the  rule  of  a 
definite  class  which  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  its  antipode  (the  class  opposite  to  it) 
IS  something  the  petty-bourgeois  demo- 
crats will  never  be  able  to  understand." 

Lenin  had  already  waged  a fierce  strug- 
gle in  April  1917  against  Stalin  and  oth- 
ers tn  the  Bolshevik  leadership  who  had 
called  for  critical  support  to  the  Provi- 
sional Government,  which  had  been 
installed  after  the  February  Revolution 
overthrew  tsarist  rule.  In  his  "April  The- 
ses.” Lenin  denounced  any  support  to  the 
capitalist  government — much  less  partici- 
pation in  it — as  class  treason  and  called 
for  a struggle  for  all  power  to  the  workers 
and  soldiers  soviets  (councils).  Lenin's 
fight  was  crucial  in  preparing  the  Bolshe- 
viks to  lead  the  October  Revolution.  In 
fact,  his  work  on  The  State  and  Revolution 
was  cut  short  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Octo- 
ber Revolution  and  was  continued  with 
his  1918  polemic.  The  Proletarian  Revo- 
lution and  the  Renegade  Kautsky. 

Lenin  explicitly  refuted  revisionists 
who  falsely  lay  claim  to  the  heritage  of 
the  Communist  Manifesto  written  by  Karl 
Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels  in  1847.  He 
pointed  out  in  The  State  and  Revolution 
that  “the  only  ’correction'  Marx  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  to  the  Communist 
Manifesto  he  made  on  the  basis  of  the 
revolutionary  experience  of  the  Paris  Com- 
munards." referring  to  the  Paris  Com- 
mune of  1 87 1 , when  the  proletariat  in  the 
city  briefly  held  power.  That  correction 
was  made  in  a June  1872  preface  to  a 
German  edition  of  the  Manifesto  in  which 
Marx  and  Engels  declared:  “One  thing 
especially  was  proved  by  the  Cpmmune. 
viz.,  that  ’the  working  class  cannot  sim- 
ply lay  hold  of  the  ready-made  state 
machinery  and  wield  it  for  its  own  pur- 
poses'." (The  words  in  single  quotation 
marks  were  taken  from  Marx's  The  Civil 
War  in  France,  written  in  1871.)  As  Marx. 
Engels  and  Lenin  repeatedly  affirmed, 
the  capitalist  state  must  be  smashed  and 
replaced  with  a workers  state,  the  dictator- 
ship of  the  proletariat.  This  lesson  is  anath- 
ema to  the  SACP  misleaders.  who  occa- 
sionally praise  the  Manifesto  the  better  to 
cover  their  treacherous  role  as  key  compo- 
nents of  the  capitalist  state  in  South  Africa. 

State  Power:  What  “Debate"? 

Reflecting  the  dissatisfaction  simmer- 
ing at  the  base  of  this  society,  several  pro- 
posals have  been  raised  inside  the  SACP 
over  the  past  few  years  that  the  party  con- 
test elections  in  its  own  name  and  not 
simply  occupy  places  on  ANC  slates.  Far 
from  representing  a break  with  the  Tripar- 
tite Alliance,  these  proposals  amount  to 
reconfiguring  the  class-collaborationist 
alliance  with  the  ANC.  For  example,  a 
resolution  sponsored  by  the  Gauteng  pro- 
vincial SACP  for  the  parly's  1 2th  National 
Congress  in  July  2(X)7  called  for  the  SACP 
to  "go  it  alone"  in  the  elections  while 
simultaneously  defending  the  “revolution- 
ary alliance  led  by  the  ANC"  as  “an  his- 
toric and  important  alliance  that  should 
be  preserved,”  In  other  words,  the  SACP 
could  continue  to  serve  in  the  capitalist 
government  but  as  pan  of  a coalition  with 
the  ANC  rather  than  as  ANC  ministers. 

In  the  lead-up  to  the  SACP  policy  con- 
ference last  month,  a provincial  meeting 
in  the  Western  Cape  voted  to  urge  the 
SACP  to  consider  contesting  municipal 
elections  entirely  on  its  own.  The  effect 
of  such  a policy  would  be  that  successful 
SACP  candidates  run  the  capitalist  slate 
on  a local  level — so-called  “red  munici- 
palities"— where  they  would  be  respon- 
sible for  suppressing  township  protests 
and  setting  the  cops  against  strikers. 

For  genuine  communists,  contesting 
parliamentary  elections  can  be  an  appro- 
priate tactic  to  popularize  and  widely  dis- 
seminate the  revolutionary  Marxist  pro- 
gramme. including  by  exposing  the  fraud 


of  bourgeois  parliamentarism.  But  unlike 
bourgeois  parliaments,  where  commu- 
nists can,  as  oppositionists,  serve  as  rev- 
olutionary tribunes  of  the  working  class, 
an  executive  office — such  as  mayor,  pro- 
vincial premier  and  president — means 
taking  responsibility  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  machinery  of  the  capitalist  state. 
Running  for  an  executive  office  can  only 
reinforce  illusions  that  the  capitalist  state 
can.  under  the  right  leadership,  be  made 
to  serve  the  interests  of  the  exploited  and 
oppressed.  The  ICL  opposes  running  for 
executive  offices  on  principle  (see  "Down 
With  Executive  Offices  of  the  Capitalist 
State!"  in  the  ICL  pamphlet.  The  Devel- 
opment and  Extension  of  Leon  Trotsky's 
Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution). 

A variant  of  the  strategy  of  pressuring 
the  Alliance  was  pul  forward  by  the  jour- 
nal Anuindia  in  its  September  24  .statement 
on  the  Mbeki  resignation,  which  called  lor 


seen  as  going  against  the  ANC." 

Zuma  himself  addressed  the  SACP  gath- 
ering. instructing  delegates  to  approach  the 
elections  “as  a united  and  solid  force”  to 
"deliver  an  overwhelming  democratic  vic- 
tory for  the  ANC."  For  his  part.  Nzimande 
called  for  the  formation  of  a "political 
council"  comprising  the  ANC.  SACP  and 
COSATU  through  which  the  SACP  would 
get  more  say  in  carrying  out  Alliance  poli- 
cies— in  other  words,  play  even  more  of  a 
role  in  administering  the  bourgeois  slate. 

The  Fraud  of 
Bourgeois  Democracy 

The  SACP  leadership's  policy  docu- 
ment called  for  urgent  repairs  to  the  capi- 
talist state  machinery  to  make  it  more 
efficient.  It  bemoaned  the  low  morale  and 
the  "unravelling”  of  technical  capacity  in 
the  military  and  called  on  the  party  to 
"fight  for  the  integrity,  the  professional- 


January  2000: 

After  more  than 
4,000  workers  at 
Volkswagen  plant  near 
Port  Elizabeth  staged 
wildcat  strike  in 
defense  of  suspended 
shop  stewards 
from  NUMSA  metal 
workers  union,  the 
SACP-dominated 
NUMSA  bureaucracy 
mobilized  to  break  the 
strike.  Over  1,300 
workers  were  fired  and 
200  armed  cops 
occupied  surrounding 
townships  to  suppress 
resistance. 


"progressive  movements"  to  push  the  gov- 
ernment to  “shift  policy.”  Amandia  repre- 
sents the  views  of  some  leading  SACPers 
like  Jeremy  Cronin,  former  SACPers  and 
other  reformists,  many  of  whom  are  lead- 
ing lights  in  popular-frontist  movements 
associated  with  the  World  Social  Forum, 
Their  perspective  is  shared  by  Keep  Left!, 
associated  with  the  British  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  of  the  late  Tony  Cliff  and  a lead- 
ing component  of  the  Anti-Privatisation 
Forum  in  South  Africa,  whose  street  pro- 
tests are  directed  at  pressuring  the  Tripar- 
tite Alliance  popular  front. 

in  his  "political  overview"  for  the  pol- 
icy conference.  SACP  general  secretary 
Blade  Nzimande  posited  that  Mbeki's 
departure  provided  "building  blocks  for  a 
reconfigured  government."  An  example  of 
such  "reconfiguring"  can  be  seen  in  the 
role  of  SACP  Central  Committee  member 
Charles  Nqakula.  who  shifted  his  post 
from  Safety  and  Security  Minister  under 
Mbeki.  where  he  directed  murderous 
police  repression  of  labour  struggle  and 
township  protests,  to  Defence  Minister 
under  Motlanthe,  responsible  for  deploy- 
ing the  South  African  military  as  the 
regional  gendarme  for  the  imperialists. 
Whether  or  not  the  likes  of  Nqakula  serve 
in  the  name  of  the  ANC  or  the  SACP, 
their  job  is  to  repress  the  very  workers  the 
SACP  “vanguard"  claims  to  lead.  If  Blade 
Nzimande  were  to  somehow  become 
South  Africa’s  president,  his  job  would 
still  be  neo-apartheid  capitalism's  top  cop. 

The  policy  conference  took  place  against 
the  backdrop  of  the  deepening  fissures  in 
the  ANC  and  the  attempt  of  its  right-wing 
opponents — from  the  mainly  white  Dem- 
ocratic Alliance  to  the  Zulu-based  Inka- 
tha  Freedom  Party  and  the  United  Demo- 
cratic Movement  (UDM) — to  capitalize 
on  the  situation.  At  least  700  ANC  mem- 
bers in  the  Eastern  Cape  have  reportedly 
jumped  to  the  UDM.  which  is  led  by 
Bantu  Holomisa,  who  served  the  former 
apartheid  rulers  as  a bantustan  leader 
before  joining  the  ANC  in  1994.  and  being 
expelled  two  years  later.  In  this  context, 
there  was  no  question  that  the  SACP's 
agenda  would  be  to  unite  behind  the  ANC 
for  the  biggest  possible  victory  in  the 
coming  elections.  Citing  unnamed  senior 
SACP  leaders,  the  Mail  and  Guardian  (3 
October)  reports  that  the  conference  re- 
jected "parliamentary  seats  for  the  SACP. 
on  the  grounds  that  ’we  don't  want  to  be 


ism  and  the  independence  of  the  Criminal 
Justice  System  and  its  component  part.s." 
In  this  vein,  the  SACP  has  announced  a 
"Red  October  Campaign"  in  support  of 
the  ANC's  drive  to  build  street  commit- 
tees to  aid  the  "fight  against  crime."  Like 
community  policing  forums,  such  com- 
mittees tie  the  masses  directly  to  their 
police  oppressors.  They  also  foment  the 
kind  of  vigilante  terror  that  in  May  spun 
into  the  anti-immigrant  pogroms. 

The  document  condemned  (unnamed) 
"ultra-left”  groups  that  tell  workers  that 
"the  present  ANC  state  is  ’inherently 
bourgeois  and  reactionary'.”  slandering 
these  "relatively  isolated  groupings"  as 
seeking  to  “provoke  the  police  and  other 
state  authorities  into  repressive  measures 
in  order  to  'prove'  their  point."  The  docu- 
ment could  have  just  as  well  denounced 
striking  workers,  or  township  residents 
demanding  houses  and  clean  water,  for 
"provoking"  the  police.  Earlier  this  year, 
striking  SAMWU  municipal  workers  in 
Port  Elizabeth  were  attacked  by  cops 
who  were  members  of  their  own  union. 
More  recently,  residents  of  Orange  Farm, 
south  of  Johannesburg,  protesting  against 
the  lack  of  sanitation,  roads  and  houses, 
saw  their  barricades  rammed  by  a Nyala 
armoured  personnel  carrier.  A longtime 
resident  told  the  Saturday  Star  (20  Sep- 
tember) that  the  attack  reminded  him  of 
how  the  apartheid  cops  crushed  a similar 
protest  in  1984.  when  nearly  50  people 
were  killed. 

From  the  SACP  to  the  Democratic 
Socialist  Movement  and  Keep  Left!,  the 
reformist  left  sows  the  deadly  dangerous 
illusion  that  the  cops  are  “fellow  work- 
ers.” No!  The  police  are  the  paid  enforc- 
ers of  racist  capitalist  rule.  We  say:  Cops 
out  of  the  unions! 

Reinforcing  illusions  in  the  police  is 
the  ANC/SACP  line  that  the  state  in  the 
“new"  South  Africa,  with  its  parliamen- 
tary trappings  and  democratic  constitu- 
tion. serves  the  people.  The  question  is 
which  class  does  this  “democracy"  serve? 
As  described  by  Lenin,  under  capitalism 
it's  democracy  for  the  rich  and  dictator- 
ship for  the  working  class  and  the  poor. 
In  The  State  and  Revolution,  Lenin  cited 
Friedrich  Engels'  observation  that  in  a 
democratic  republic,  "wealth  exercises  its 
power  indirectly,  but  all  the  more  surely” 
by  means  of  the  "direct  corruption  of  offi- 
cials” (America)  and  by  means  of  an 


“alliance  of  the  government  and  the  Stock 
Exchange"  (France  and  America). 

Just  as  working  people  and  minorities 
in  the  U.S.  who  revile  George  W,  Bush's 
Republican  Party  are  offered  Democrat 
Barack  Obama  as  an  alternative,  the  work- 
ers and  poor  of  South  Africa  who  are  fed 
up  with  Thabo  Mbeki's  blatantly  pro- 
business posture  are  offered  Jacob  Zuma. 
portrayed  by  the  SACP/COSATU  tops  as 
a man  who  listens  to  them,  Lenin  lore  into 
such  deceptions  in  The  State  and  Revolu- 
tion. paraphrasing  Marx:  “To  decide  once 
every  few  years  which  member  of  the  rul- 
ing class  is  to  repress  and  crush  the  peo- 
ple through  parliament — this  is  the  real 
essence  of  bourgeois  parliamentarism." 
Lenin  noted: 

‘Take  any  parliamentary  country,  from 
America  to  Switzerland,  from  France  to 
Bniam.  Norway  and  so  forth — in  these 
countries  the  real  business  of  ‘state’  is 
performed  behind  the  scenes  and  is  ear- 
ned on  by  the  departments,  chancellenes 
and  General  Staffs.  Parliament  is  given 
up  to  talk  for  the  special  purpose  of  fool- 
ing the  'common people'," 

Spokesmen  for  the  SACP  and  the 
entire  spectrum  of  bourgeois  politics  in 
South  Africa  wrap  themselves  in  the 
country's  constitution.  This  is  about  as 
democratic  a constitution  as  one  is  likely 
to  ever  get  under  capitalism,  despite  its 
upholding  of  "the  status  and  role  of  tradi- 
tional leadership."  as  did  the  apartheid 
regime.  Yet  its  lofty  constructs  are  rooted 
in  defending  the  rule  of  capital.  As 
Anthony  Butler  put  it  in  his  Business  Day 
(22  September)  column.  "The  constitu- 
tion is  noisily  celebrated  because  it  par- 
tially reassures  whites  and  foreign  inves- 
tors that  black  leftist  rulers  will  not  loot 
state  resources,  pursue  egalitarian  pro- 
grammes to  the  detriment  of  corporate 
profitability,  or  undermine  property  rights." 

As  under  apartheid,  the  role  of  the 
capitalist  state  in  the  “new."  "democratic" 
South  Africa  is  to  defend  the  rule  and 
profits  of  the  Randlords — and  the  inter- 
ests of  their  senior  partners  on  Wall  Street 
and  in  the  City  of  London — against  the 
oppressed  black,  coloured  and  Indian 
toilers.  To  answer  all  the  SACP  claptrap 
about  "winning  hegemony"  for  the  work- 
ing class  in  the  cesspool  of  bourgeois 
democracy,  we  offer  Lenin’s  polemic  in 
The  Stale  and  Revolution  against  oppor- 
tunists who  “are  quite  willing  to  work 
for  the  'shifting  of  the  balance  of  forces 
within  the  state  power,'  for  ’winning  a 
majority  in  parliament.’  and  'raising  par- 
liament to  the  rank  of  master  of  the  gov- 
ernment.' A most  worthy  object,  which 
is  wholly  acceptable  to  the  opportunists 
and  which  keeps  everything  within  the 
bounds  of  the  bourgeois  parliamentary 
republic."  Lenin  continued; 

"We.  however,  shall  break  with  the  oppor- 
tunists; and  the  entire  class-conscious 
proletariat  will  be  with  us  in  the  fight — 
not  to  ’shift  the  balance  of  forces.’  but  to 
overthrow  the  bourgeoisie,  to  destroy  bour- 
geois parliamentarism,  for  a democratic 
republic  after  the  type  of  the  Commune, 
or  a republic  of  Soviets  of  Workers’  and 
Soldiers’  Deputies,  for  the  revolutionary 
dictatorship  of  the  proletanai  "■ 


$2  (56  pages) 
Make  checks  payable/mall  to: 
Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 
Box  1377  GPO.  NY.  NY  10116 


10  OCTOBER  2008 


11 


WORkeitS  VAkCOAKD 


SACP/COSATU  Tops: 

“Reconfiguring”  Neo-Apartheid  Capitalism 


ANC  Palace  Coup 
Rattles  South  Africa 


Break  with  the  Bourgeois  Tripartite  Aiiiance! 
For  a Biack-Centered  Workers  Government! 


Left:  Capitalist  Tripartite  Alliance:  ANC  head  Jacob  Zuma  (far  left)  with  SACP’s 
Blade  Nzimande  and  COSATU's  Zwelinzima  Vavi.  Right:  Newly  appointed  South 
African  president  Kgaiema  Motlanthe  (seated)  with  Finance  Minister  Trevor 
Manuel.  Nationalist  popular  front  presides  over  misery  of  township  masses. 


JOHANNESBURG.  October  3— The  res- 
ignation of  South  African  president  Thabo 
Mbeki  has  touched  off  the  biggest  poli- 
tical crisis  in  the  African  National  Con- 
gress (ANC)  since  the  government  it  leads 
came  to  power  in  1994.  replacing  white- 
supremacist  apartheid  rule.  Two  days  after 
Mbeki’s  televised  announcement  that  he 
would  resign,  ANC  general  secretary 
Gwede  Mantashe  declared  that  there  was 
no  crisis.  Two  days  after  that,  the  front 
page  of  the  Soweian  (25  September)  head- 
lined, “ANC  Split  Looms  ” Now  the  press 
reports  that  a split  seems  almost  certain 
after  the  release  yesterday  of  a letter  by 
Mosiuoa  Lekota,  Defence  Minister  under 
Mbeki  and  former  ANC  national  chair- 
man. denouncing  the  current  leadership’s 
departure  from  the  ANC’s  supposed  “dem- 
ocratic culture."  There  are  reports  of  plans 
by  Mbeki  supporters  in  several  provinces 
to  launch  a breakaway  party. 

Mbeki's  ouster  has  helped  reveal  the 
fault  lines  in  this  very  unstable  bourgeois 
democracy  and  in  the  Tripartite  Alliance 
of  the  ANC.  South  African  Communist 
Party  (SACP)  and  COSATU  trade-union 
federation.  The  Tripartite  Alliance  is  a 
nationalist  popular  front — the  South  Afri- 
can variant  of  a governmental  coalition 
between  a reformist  workers  party  and  the 
capitalist  class  enemy,  in  this  case  through 
the  bourgeois-nationalist  ANC.  In  the  name 
of  a “new.”  “derhocratic"  South  Africa,  for 
14  years  the  Alliance  has  presided  over 
the  capitalist  profit  system,  which  contin- 
ues to  be  based  on  superexploited  black 
labour  and  white  privilege. 

While  the  mainly  black  proletariat  and 
the  urban  and  rural  poor  are  ever  more 
ground  down  by  unemployment,  disease 


and  wretched  housing,  a layer  of  ANC 
cronies  have  enriched  themselves  (more 
through  corruption  than  through  "black 
economic  empoweiment"  schemes),  with 
some  even  squeezing  their  way  into  the 
white-dominated  capitalist  class.  A letter 
to  the  Johannesburg  Sunday  Times  (28 
September)  complaining  about  politicians 
clawing  their  way  to  “self-enrichment  and 
a ride  on  the  gravy  train"  was  aptly  titled 
“New  Government:  Aloota  Continua.” 

The  inherent  instability  of  neo-apartheid 
capitalism  has  been  accentuated  by  the  con- 
fluence of  the  government  shake-up  and 
the  world  financial  meltdown.  The  Septem- 
ber 23  announcement  by  South  Africa’s 
Trevor  Manuel,  the  world’s  longest-serving 
finance  minister,  that  he  was  tendering  his 
own  resignation  sent  the  Johannesburg 
Stock  Exchange  plunging  and  the  value  of 
the  rand  spiralling  downward.  That  night. 
Manuel  hastily  convened  a press  confer- 
ence at  the  International  Monetary  Fund  in 
New  York  to  reassure  busine.ss  leaders  that 
he  had  resigned  only  out  of  deference  to 
Mbeki  and  would  continue  serving  in  the 
government. 

The  ANC  leadership  forced  Mbeki’s 
resignation  after  a court  ruling  by  Judge 
Chris  Nicholson  implicated  him  in  a 
conspiracy  to  prosecute  his  rival  Jacob 
Zuma  on  corruption  charges.  The  charges 
were  levelled  at  Zuma  just  days  after  he 
defeated  Mbeki  for  the  ANC  presidency  at 
the  December  2007  Polokwane  confer- 


ence. The  reformist  SACP  and  COSATU 
tops  had  promoted  the  populist  Zuma  as 
an  antidote  to  the  “neoliberal"  Mbeki. 
seeking  to  propel  Zuma  to  the  state  presi- 
dency with  the  2009  general  elections.  A 
section  of  the  capitalist  class  also  backs 
Zuma.  calculating  that  his  popularity 
among  the  dispossessed  makes  him  better 
able  to  contain  their  anger. 

The  premiers  of  Western  Cape  and 
Eastern  Cape  provinces  were  removed 
in  the  factional  warfare  that  engulfed 
the  ANC  after  Polokwane.  Now  the  pre- 
mier of  Gauteng  province,  which  includes 
Johannesburg  and  Pretoria,  has  resigned 
his  post  in  protest  against  Mbeki's  ouster. 
Gatherings  of  the  ANC’s  regional  bodies 
as  well  as  of  its  youth  and  women’s 
leagues  in  recent  months  have  been  torn 
by  fighting  and  even  deaths  as  Zuma’s 
followers  and  Mbeki-ites  battled  for  often 
lucrative  posts  in  the  party  and  govern- 
ment. There  is  palpable  fear  that  Mbeki's 
removal  will  touch  off  more  violence. 

Jacob  Zuma  may  yet  be  tried  on  corrup- 
tion and  other  charges,  as  the  National 
Prosecuting  Authority  has  moved  to  chal- 
lenge the  Nicholson  court  ruling,  which  is 
also  being  challenged  by  Mbeki.  Whatever 
the  truth  of  the  chaiges,  corruption  is  inher- 
ent in  bourgeois  politics,  and  nowhere  more 
so  than  in  imperialist  "democracies”  like 
the  U.S.  We  say  that  the  working  cla.ss  has 
no  interest  in  taking  a position  on  the 
charges  against  Zuma.  From  our  Marxist 


standpoint,  the  worst  corruption  is  the 
political  corruption  of  the  SACP/COSATU 
misleaders’  tying  the  working  class  to  its 
class  enemy  tiu-ough  the  Tripartite  Alliance. 

The  working  class  cannot  emancipate 
itself  while  it  is  politically  chained  to  its 
exploiters.  What  is  needed  is  to  forge  a 
Leninisl-Trotskyist  vanguard  party  that 
champions  the  interests  of  all  the  oppressed 
and  exploited  in  the  struggle  for  a black- 
centred  workers  government — i.e..  a work- 
ers government  that  is  not  racially  exclu- 
sive but  includes  a full  role  and  democratic 
rights  for  coloureds  (mixed-race,  includ- 
ing descendants  of  Malay  slaves).  Indians 
and  those  whites  prepared  to  live  under  a 
government  based  centrally  on  the  black 
African  toilers.  This  perspective  must  be 
part  of  the  struggle  for  a socialist  federa- 
tion of  southern  Africa.  Break  with  the 
Tripartite  Alliance! 

Atop  the  Powder  Keg 

For  decades  under  racist  colonial  and 
apartheid  rule  and  later  as  part  of  the 
“democratic"  government,  the  SACP.  a 
reformist  workers  party,  has  been  inter- 
twined in  its  membership  and  leadership 
with  the  ANC.  Contrary  to  SACP  mythol- 
ogy. the  ANC  is  a bourgeois  party  that 
has  always  represented  the  interests  of 
an  aspiring  black  bourgeoisie  and  petty 
bourgeoisie.  A key  factor  in  the  ANC 
coalition's  accession  to  power  was  the 
1 99 1 -92  counterrevolutionary  destruction 
of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  for  decades 
had  supported  the  ANC  materially  and 
diplomatically.  As  the  Stalinist  regime  of 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  fell  apart,  and  in  the 
context  of  militant  labour  struggles  in 
continued  on  page  10 
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McCain,  Obama: 
Class  Enemies  of 
Workers,  Oppressed 
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Elections  2008: 


Economic  Crisis 
and  Imperialist  War 


Bengiveno/NY  Times 


Above:  Police  in  Georgia,  with  guns  drawn,  enforce  home  eviction  after 
foreclosure.  Below:  Afghans  carry  the  body  of  civilian  killed  by  U.S.  forces  in 
March  2007. 


AP 


"As  long  as  politics  is  the  shadow  cast 
on  society  by  big  business,  the  attenua- 
tion of  the  shadow  will  not  change  the 
substance.”  wrote  20th-century  American 
philosopher  John  Dewey,  whose  state- 
ment is  often  quoted  in  hard  times.  Cer- 
tainly there  are  dark  shadows  cast  by  the 
U.S-  economy,  teetering  on  the  brink  of 
a deep  recession.  It  has  become  the  pri- 
mary issue  of  the  presidential  campaign. 
What  actual  differences  Republican  John 
McCain  and  Democrat  Barack  Obama 
have  in  the  face  of  this  latest  crisis  of 
capitalism  are  in  fact  superficial,  as  both 
candidates  are  committed  above  all  to  the 
salvation  of  their  ruling  class's  profits. 

As  against  the  reformist  left,  which 
is  either  explicitly  or  implicitly  behind 
Obama,  we  revolutionary  Marxists  fight 
to  break  workers  and  the  oppressed  from 
illusions  in  the  Democrats,  the  other  party 
of  imperialist  war  and  racism.  We  take 
a principled  stand  of  never  voting  for. 
or  otherwise  extending  any  political  sup- 
port to.  any  capitalist  politician — Barack 
Obama,  John  McCain  or  Cynthia  McKin- 
ney— Democrat.  Republican.  Green  or 
“Independent."  Nor  would  we  ourselves 
run  for  executive  office — president,  gov- 
ernor or  mayor.  Executive  office  means 
taking  responsibility  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  machinery  of  the  capitalist  state. 
Running  for  an  executive  office  can  only 
reinforce  illusions  that  the  capitalist  state 
can.  under  the  right  leadership,  be  made 
to  serve  the  interests  of  the  exploited 
and  oppressed.  Democrat  or  Republican, 
the  president  in  the  U.S.  is  the  top  cop 
responsible  for  the  most  massive  military 
power  in  history  and  for  the  domestic 
machinery  of  repression  that  maintains 
social  oppression  and  exploitation. 

Today,  working  people  are  finding  it 
harder  and  harder  Just  to  make  ends 
meet — paying  the  rent  or  mortgage,  gro- 
ceries. credit  cards  and  other  debts,  gas 
and  car  payments,  getting  the  medicines 
they  and  their  families  need,  giving  their 
kids  a decent  education.  Undocumented 


immigrant  workers  trying  to  eke  out  a 
living  just  to  survive  are  being  rounded 
up,  with  more  than  285.000  deported  last 
year  alone.  The  loss  of  millions  of  manu- 
facturing jobs  since  deindustrialization 


began  some  30  years  ago  has  fallen  dis- 
proportionately on  black  people,  and  it 
has  been  paralleled  by  the  unprecedented 
growth  of  the  prison  population.  Once  a 
re.serve  army  of  labor  for  U.S.  capitalism. 


the  populations  of  the  ghettos  are  increas- 
ingly deemed  a surplus  population,  not 
"worth"  even  the  most  miserable  social 
welfare,  by  the  capitalist  rulers  who  no 
longer  need  their  labor  power. 

Whoever  wins  the  election,  the  econ- 
omy will  continue  to  tank  and  capital- 
ist exploitation  and  racist  oppression 
will  continue  unabated.  The  unpopular 
and  bloody  Iraq  occupation  will  go  on 
(whether  "combat  troops"  are  withdrawn 
"responsibly."  as  Obama  wants,  or  not). 
The  slaughter  of  civilians  in  the  Afghan- 
istan occupation  will  intensify,  with 
McCain  calling  for  an  Iraq-style  "surge" 
and  Obama  promising  at  least  10.000 
more  troops.  Pakistan  and  Iran  will  still 
be  threatened,  as  will  the  North  Korean 
deformed  workers  state.  Meanwhile,  the 
military  encirclement  of  China,  the  larg- 
est and  most  powerful  of  the  countries 
where  capitalist  rule  has  been  overthrown, 
will  continue. 

Our  class  opposition  to  all  bourgeois 
candidates — and  to  bourgeois  electoralism 
more  generally — is  based  on  our  Marxist 
understanding  that  capitalist  society  is 
divided  between  two  fundamental  classes, 
the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat,  whose 
interests  cannot  be  reconciled.  It  is  based 
on  the  understanding  that  the  capitalist 
state  exists  to  defend  the  rule  and  profits 
of  the  bourgeoisie  against  the  working 
class  and  oppressed  and  that  it  cannot  be 
reformed  to  serve  the  interests  of  those  it 
oppresses.  Labor  needs  a fighting  leader- 
ship that  will  unleash  the  power  of  the 
multiracial  working  class  in  struggle  not 
only  for  workers'  economic  interests  but 
also  for  black  rights,  in  defense  of  immi- 
grants and  in  opposition  to  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. First  and  foremost,  that  means 
breaking  the  chains  forged  by  the  present 
labor  misleaders  that  have  shackled  the 
working  class  to  its  exploiters,  overwhelm- 
ingly through  Democratic  Party  "lesser 
evilism." 

A clear  example  of  the  role  of  the  labor 
continued  on  page  8 


Down  With  the  Rotten  Capitalist  System! 

For  a Workers  Party  to  Fight  for  Sociaiist  Revolution! 


Chicago  Transit 

Down  With  Racist,  Anti-Union 
“Ex-Offender  Apprentice”  Scheme! 


CHICAGO — Over  the  past  year,  the  Chi- 
cago Transit  Authority  (CTA)  together 
with  Mayor  Richard  M.  Daley's  Demo- 
cratic Party  machine  has  rolled  out 
an  “Ex-Offender  Apprentice  Program." 
Under  this  program,  ex-convicts  are  hired 
at  a paltry  $9.50  an  hour  without  bene- 
fits to  fill  previously  eliminated  Servicer 
positions  (workers  who  service  and  clean 
vehicle.s)  that  paid  more  than  $20  an  hour 
plus  benefits.  While  Boss  Daley  and  the 
CTA  will  always  seek  out  cheap  sources  of 
labor  as  a battering  ram  against  the  union, 
the  leaders  of  Amalgamated  Transit  Union 
(ATU)  Locals  241  (bus)  and  308  (rail) 
outrageously  support  this  cruel  scheme. 
The  ATU  tops  cut  a deal  with  the  transit 
bosses  to  back  this  anti-union  endeavor 
in  return  for  the  opportunity  to  set  up 
a low-wage  "ghetto"  within  the  union, 
where  the  "apprentices"  pay  full  dues  but 
have  no  real  union  protection  or  rights! 

Except  for  one  press  release,  there  has 


been  a virtual  media  blackout  of  this  pro- 
gram. As  a result,  many  transit  workers, 
especially  among  bus  drivers,  are  not  even 
aware  of  this  betrayal.  Among  those  who 


LENIN 


On  the  Need  for 
Marxist  Leadership 

AniiJ  the  carnage  of  the  first  interimperi- 
alist  World  War  and  as  the  ireacherotts  lead- 
_ ers  of  the  Second  International  supported 

V their  own  bourgeoisies,  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 

i,  f Bolsheviks  led  the  Russian  proletariat  to  the 
seizure  of  slate  power  in  the  1917  October 
Revolution.  Speaking  at  the  1920  Second 
Congress  of  the  Communist  International, 
which  took  place  during  revolutionary  up- 

TROTSKY  hcavals  in  capitalist  Europe  as  well  as  a 
global  economic  crisis.  Lenin  stressed  the 
indispensability  of  proletarian  revolutionary  leadership.  The  destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1991-92  has  led  to  a profound,  though  uneven,  regression  in  political  con- 
sciousness internationally,  with  most  advanced  workers  no  longer  identifying  their 
struggles  with  socialism.  We  fight  to  reimplant  the  ideas  of  Marxism  as  part  of  the 
struggle  to  forge  revolutionary  parlies  internationally. 

Comrades,  we  have  now  come  to  the  question  of  the  revolutionary  crisis  as  the  basis 
of  our  revolutionary  action.  And  here  we  must  first  of  all  note  two  widespread  errors. 
On  the  one  hand,  bourgeois  economists  depict  this  crisis  simply  as  “unrest."  to  use  the 
elegant  expression  of  the  British.  On  the  other  hand,  revolutionaries  sometimes  try  to 
prove  that  the  crisis  is  ab.solutely  insoluble. 

This  is  a mistake.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  absolutely  hopeless  situation.  The 
bourgeoisie  are  behaving  like  barefaced  plunderers  who  have  lost  their  heads;  they  are 
committing  folly  after  folly,  thus  aggravating  the  situation  and  hastening  their  doom. 
All  that  is  true.  But  nobody  can  "prove"  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to 
pacify  a minority  of  the  exploited  with  some  petty  concessions,  and  suppress  some 
movement  or  uprising  of  some  section  of  the  oppressed  and  exploited.  To  try  to 
"prove"  in  advance  that  there  is  "absolutely"  no  way  out  of  the  situation  would  be 
sheer  pedantry,  or  playing  with  concepts  and  catchwords.  Practice  alone  can  serve  as 
real  “proof  in  this  and  similar  questions.  All  over  the  world,  the  bourgeois  system  is 
experiencing  a tremendous  revolutionary  crisis.  The  revolutionary  parties  must  now 
“prove”  in  practice  that  they  have  sufficient  understanding  and  organisation,  contact 
with  the  exploited  masses,  and  determination  and  skill  to  utilise  this  crisis  for  a success- 
ful, a victorious  revolution. 

It  is  mainly  to  prepare  this  "proof  that  we  have  gathered  at  this  Congress  of  the 
Communist  International. 

— V.  I,  Lenin.  "Report  on  the  International  Situation  and  the  Fundamental  Tasks  of 
the  Communist  International"  (July  1920) 
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President  Bush, 
surrounded  by 
Republican 
and  Democratic 
lawmakers, 
including  Illinois 
Congressman 
Danny  Davis 
(far  left),  signs 
racist,  anti-union 
Second  Chance 
Act,  April  9. 


are.  there  has  been  growing  sympathy  for 
the  overwhelmingly  black  "apprentices" 
who  work  long  hours  in  some  of  the  hard- 
est, dirtiest  jobs  with  little  training  and 
virtually  no  rights  while  segregated  from 
the  rest  of  the  workforce.  It  is  crucial  for 
the  ATU  to  lake  up  the  defense  of  the 
apprentices.  Workers  must  demand  that 
they  receive  full  union  wages,  benefits, 
training,  protections  and  rights  on  the  job 
and  in  the  union.  Equal  pay  for  equal 
work!  No  second-class  union  membership! 

All  transit  workers  stand  to  lose,  as  the 
program  is  a dagger  aimed  at  the  entire 
union.  Many  apprentices  work  mandatory 
ten-hour  shifts  with  no  overtime  pay. 
Already  the  CTA  is  champing  at  the  bit 
to  extend  this  to  the  ATU  workforce  as 
a whole.  With  the  passage  of  the  Second 
Chance  Act  in  Congress  last  spring  giv- 


ing a boost  to  such  ex-offender  “job  train- 
ing" programs,  municipal  unions  across 
the  country  may  soon  face  similar  divide- 
and-conquer  schemes,  which  undermine 
union  standards. 

The  Second  Chance  Act  is  a product 
of  the  “re-entry  movement,"  a coalition 
encompassing  the  Congressional  Black 
Caucus,  liberal  Democrats  and  religious 
conservatives  who  see  an  opportunity 
to  expand  their  reactionary  "faith-based" 
imiialives.  A number  of  Democratic  Party 
politicians,  including  Barack  Obama  and 
Chicago-ba.sed  black  Congressman  Danny 
Davis,  were  sponsors  of  this  legislation. 

As  with  millions  of  other  black.  Latino 
and  poor  people,  many  of  the  ex-convict 
“apprentices"  now  hired  by  the  CTA  were 
earlier  swept  into  prison  as  a part  of  the 
racist  "war  on  drugs."  From  the  outset, 
black  Democrats  like  Jesse  Jackson  were 
in  the  vanguard  of  this  reactionary  cru- 
sade. which  led  to  the  skyrocketing  prison 
population.  Activists  for  black  rights  now 
refer  to  the  "war  on  drugs"  as  the  "new 
Jim  Crow."  In  Chicago,  where  black  peo- 
ple are  35  percent  of  the  population,  over 
90  percent  of  those  sentenced  to  prison 
for  drug  crimes  arc  black! 

In  this  racist  system  there  is  nothing 
"ex"  about  being  an  "ex-convict."  Once 
out  of  prison,  they  begin  a second  sen- 
tence. marked  for  life  with  the  scarlet  let- 
ter of  a criminal  conviction,  barely  able  to 
eke  out  an  existence.  Across  the  country, 
ex-felons  are  barred  from  employment 
and  denied  voting  rights.  In  Illinois, 
a "Certificate  of  Good  Conduct"  is  virtu- 
ally required  of  ex-felons  for  a whole 
range  of  jobs  from  barber  to  interior 
designer.  We  call  for  the  decriminaliza- 
tion of  drugs  as  a part  of  our  opposition 
to  all  laws  against  “crimes  without  vic- 
tims” and  for  the  full  restoration  of  rights 
to  ex-convicts. 

The  CTA  program  is  a harbinger  of  the 
kind  of  racist,  union-busting  attacks  that 
the  rulers  have  in  store  for  the  entire 
working  class  under  the  pretext  of  "con- 
cern" for  former  prisoners.  Employed  for 
only  nine  months  with  no  guarantee  of 
continued  on  page  I! 


Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 
Stop  the  Execution  of  Troy  Davis! 

The  grisly  barbarism  of  the  capitalist 
stale  is  set  to  lake  the  life  of  Troy 
Anthony  Davis,  a Georgia  death  row  pris- 
oner for  the  last  1 7 years.  After  the  U.S. 

Supreme  Court  turned  down  Davis'  peti- 
tion on  October  1 4.  a new  death  warrant 
was  signed,  and  an  execution  date  has 
been  set  for  October  27.  As  a September 
18  protest  letter  by  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  demanding  Troy  Davis'  free- 
dom noted.  “Like  many  poor  and  black 
prisoners  on  death  row.  Mr.  Davis'  con- 
viction was  based  on  the  testimony 
of  'eyewitnesses'  who  were  forced  by 
intimidating  policemen  to  falsely  impli- 
cate him  in  the  death  of  a white  off-duty 
police  officer.”  Seven  of  the  prosecution's 
key  witnesses  have  recanted  their  testi- 
mony. with  several  saying  they  were 
coerced  by  the  police  to  lie.  There  is 
no  physical  evidence  tying  Davis  to  the 
killing;  no  DNA.  fingerprints  or  murder 
weapon. 

Davis  had  petitioned  the  federal  courts 
to  intervene  in  his  case  after  wiine.sses 
had  recanted  their  testimony.  But  inno- 
cence does  not  matter  to  the  capitalist 
state’s  assassins.  The  federal  judge 
wielded  Democrat  Bill  Clinton's  1996 
Amiterrorism  and  Effective  Death  Penalty 
Act — which  virtually  eliminates  the  right 
of  habeas  corpus  appeals  for  tho,se  sen- 
tenced to  death  in  state  courts — as 
grounds  to  refuse  to  hear  the  new  evi- 
dence of  Davis'  innocence. 

The  death  penally,  supported  by  Dem- 
ocrat Barack  Obama  as  well  as  Republi- 
can John  McCain,  stands  at  the  pinnacle 
of  the  stale's  arsenal  of  repression — an 
apparatus  consisting  of  the  army.  cops, 
courts  and  prisons  that  protects  the  class 
rule,  property  and  profits  of  the  capitalist 


lawanddisorderorg 

Troy  Davis  with  hl$  mother  in  2002. 

class.  Rooted  in  black  chattel  slavery  in 
the  U.S..  the  death  penalty  is  the  lynch 
rope  made  legal.  Black  people  make  up 
over  40  percent  of  the  death  row  popula- 
tion, We  stand  for  the  abolition  of  the 
death  penalty  everywhere  on  princi- 
ple—for  the  guilty  as  well  as  the  inno- 
cent. We  do  not  accord  the  state  the  right 
to  determine  who  lives  and  who  dies. 

The  PDC — a class-struggle,  non- 
sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organi- 
zation associated  with  the  Spartacist 
League — ^joins  thousands  throughout  the 
world  in  outrage  over  the  impending  exe- 
cution of  Troy  Davis.  Stop  the  execution 
of  Troy  Davis!  Free  him  now!m 
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Democrats  Spearhead  Anti-China  Crusade 
Down  With  Imperiaiist  and  Daiai  Lama  Provocations! 


Defend  the  Gains  of  the 
1949  Chinese  Revelutien! 


High  school  students  in  Tibet  receiving  computer  training  (left).  Workers  in  China’s  Qinghai  Province  constructing  world’s  highest  railway  line 
connecting  Tibet  to  other  parts  of  China.  Chinese  Revolution  has  brought  dramatic  social  gains  for  Tibetan  masses. 


We  prim  below  an  edited  and  abridged 
version  of  a presenlalion  by  Sparlacist 
League/U.S.  spokesman  Keith  Markin  at 
forums  in  San  Francisco  on  September 
13  and  Vancouver  on  October  4. 

Right  now  we  are  seeing  (he  biggest 
financial  crisis  of  U.S.  imperialism  since 
the  1930s.  The  crisis  is  rooted  in  the  capi- 
talist mode  of  production  that  predomi- 
nates in  the  international  economy.  In 
contrast,  the  economy  of  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  has  been  growing  rap- 
idly for  years.  While  this  may  not  last, 
especially  considering  the  state  of  the 
world  economy,  China  has  been  able  to 
industrialize  and  grow  because  its  econ- 
omy is  not  based  on  the  drive  for  capital- 
ist private  profit.  China  is  not  capitalist — 
it  is  a bureaucratically  deformed  workers 
stale  based  on  collectivized  property. 

We  are  for  defending  the  gains  of  the 
1949  Chinese  Revolution,  which  over- 
threw capitalism  in  the  world’s  most  popu- 
lous country.  We  are  for  the  uncondi- 
tional military  defense  against  imperialism 
and  internal  counterrevolution  of  all  the 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  states 
(Cuba,  Vietnam  and  North  Korea  are  the 
others).  These  are  states  where  capitalism 
has  been  overthrown  but  the  working 
class  does  not  wield  political  power, 
"Unconditional"  means  we  don't  put  any 
prior  conditions  on  our  military  defense; 
we  defend  the  workers  state  whether  or 
not  the  workers  have  succeeded  in  throw- 
ing out  the  ruling  Stalinist  bureaucracy. 

At  the  same  time,  we  are  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  to  oust  this  bureauc- 
racy. We  recognize  that  the  bureaucracy’s 
political  rule  is  counterposed  to  the  ad- 
vance toward  socialism — an  egalitarian 
society  based  on  modern  technology  and 
material  plenty  for  all.  The  nationalism 
of  the  Chinese  Communist  Party  (CCP) 
regime,  its  claim  that  “socialism”  can  be 
built  in  a single  country,  disarms  and  mis- 
leads the  workers.  Its  corruption  and  mis- 
management undermine  the  collectivized 
economy.  We  fight  to  replace  the  rule  of 
the  CCP  with  the  rule  of  democratically 
elected  workers  and  peasants  councils 
(soviets)  committed  to  the  fight  for  com- 
munism worldwide.  That  requires  forging 
a new,  internationalist,  revolutionary  party 
to  lead  these  struggles. 

The  economy  is  the  issue  dominating 


the  U.S.  presidential  elections;  how  to 
bail  out  the  capitalists  at  the  working  peo- 
ple's expense  to  prop  up  an  outmoded 
system.  Communists  have  a very  clear 
principle;  we  don’t  support  or  vote  for  a 
capitalist  party  or  politician,  whether 
Democrat.  Republican  or  Green — period. 
And  we  would  not  ourselves  run  for  an 
executive  office  that  administers  the  capi- 


talist stale,  like  president,  governor  or 
mayor.  The  government  is  the  executive 
committee  of  the  ruling  class.  The  capital- 
ist state  cannot  be  reformed  to  meet  the 
interests  of  the  oppressed,  but  must  be 
swept  away  through  workers  revolution. 

There  are  many  groups  out  there  that 
call  themselves  "Marxist”  that  have  dis- 
dain for  the  principles  and  program  of  gen- 
uine Marxism.  They  are  trying  to  reform 
an  economic  system  that  long  ago  outlived 
its  usefulness.  This  forum  is  a polemic 
against  these  opponents  of  Marxism  and  in 
defense  of  a Marxist  worldview. 

China-Bashing 
and  the  Elections 

Columnist  John  Feffer  of  the  Hunting- 
ton  Post  wrote  on  June  9; 

"Although  Iraq  is  the  defining  foreign 
policy  issue  so  far  in  the  presidential  race. 
China  will  no  doubt  be  smuggled  into  the 
election  through  this  rather  stark  contrast 
between  the  Republicans  and  Democrats 
over  trade....  Not  to  be  outdone  in  China- 
bashing. McCain  will  likely  argue  that 
China  is  a national  security  threat  that 
requires  more  military  spending." 

It’s  not  as  if  the  regimes  of  Bush  I and  II. 
as  well  as  the  Clinton  regime  haven’t 
already  spent  lots  of  money  on  the  mili- 
tary. Currently,  the  U.S.  accounts  for  48 
percent  of  the  entire  world’s  military 
spending.  And  China  has  been  in  the 
imperialists'  cross  hairs  ever  since  its 
1949  Revolution.  With  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  in 
1 991-92.  China  became  the  central  strate- 
gic target  of  the  U.S..  which  is  encircling 


it  with  military  bases  from  South  Korea 
and  Japan  to  Guam  and  Central  Asia. 

The  imperialists  have  a two-pronged 
strategy  for  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
China;  military  and  economic.  The  Dem- 
ocrats and  Republicans  agree  on  the  mili- 
tary strategy  of  encirclement  and  unremit- 
ting military  provocations.  They  disagree 
only  on  the  economic  strategy.  The  anti- 


China  protectionism  pushed  by  Demo- 
cratic politicians  is  based  on  the  lie  that 
the  growth  of  the  Chinese  economy  is  a 
major  cause  of  the  loss  of  jobs  and  low- 
ering living  standards  in  the  U.S.  This 
myth  promotes  illusions  that  capitalism 
can  work  in  the  interests  of  the  working 
class,  thereby  exonerating  this  exploita- 
tive system  while  making  a scapegoat  out 
of  another  country,  in  this  case  China. 
The  biggest  salesmen  for  protectionism 
are  inevitably  the  bureaucrats  who  head 
the  trade  unions  (Marxists  call  them 
“labor  lieutenants  of  capitalism"),  who 
are  also  selling  the  Democratic  Party  as 


"friends”  of  the  workers. 

In  June  2007.  Obama  sent  a letter  to 
Treasury  Secretary  Henry  Paulson  com- 
plaining that  the  government  “has  refused 
yet  again  to  declare  that  China  is  manipu- 
lating its  currency” — as  if  that  were  the 
cause  of  the  U.S.'s  economic  problems! 
The  reality  is  that  China  has  $504  billion 
of  its  $1.8  trillion  in  foreign  exchange 
reserves  invested  in  U.S.  Treasury  bonds, 
which  helps  to  keep  the  U.S.  economy 
afloat.  Especially  nowadays  this  is  not 
a very  wise  investment,  not  to  mention 
that  this  investment  policy  is  helping  to 
finance  the  U.S.  military. 

China-bashing  has  picked  up  intensity 
since  the  collapse  of  the  market  for  sub- 
prime mortgages  triggered  the  current 
financial  crisis.  China  is  being  blamed 
for  everything  from  the  so-called  interna- 
tional “food  shortage"  to  higher  gas  prices, 
the  problems  in  Darfur,  and  let’s  not  for- 
get global  warming.  We’re  told  the  reason 
prices  have  gone  up  is  because  China  is 
industrializing,  leading  more  Chinese  to 
eat  more,  drive  cars,  watch  television,  use 
air  conditioning.  In  other  words,  the  prob- 
lem isn’t  the  capitalist  system,  it’s  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state  and  its 
economic  growth! 

Economic  penetration  by  the  imperial- 
ists has  enormously  strengthened  the  forces 
continued  on  page  4 
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A steel  factory  in  Kunming,  China.  The  core  sectors  of  the  Chinese  economy 
remain  collectivized. 
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Democratic  House  speaker  Nancy  Pelosi  visits  Dalai 
Lama  in  March  (above)  one  week  after  counter- 
revolutionary mobs  targeted  ethnic  Chinese  in  Tibet. 
Right:  Owner  sifts  through  remains  of  shop  in  Lhasa. 
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of  counterrevolution  within  China  while 
increasing  inequality.  But  capitalists  in 
China  are  still  prevented  from  organising 
themselves  politically  and  vying  for  power. 
The  core  sectors  of  the  economy  remain 
collectivized  and  the  banking  system  re- 
mains effectively  state-owned.  Economic 
development  has  vastly  increased  the  size 
of  the  proletariat,  drawing  many  former 
peasants  to  the  cities,  From  1976  to  2006 
the  urban  population  has  increased  from 
20  to  44  percent  of  the  total.  This  is  his- 
torically progressive.  Nonetheless  there 
are  still  740  million  people  living  in  the 
countryside. 

The  contradictions  of  the  Chinese 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state 
are  sharpening.  China  is  only  the  third 
country  to  have  a man  walk  in  space,  but 
it  can’t  effectively  ensure  the  quality  of 
its  milk  production  for  babies.  The  mas- 
sive relief  efforts  following  the  devastat- 
ing earthquake  in  Sichuan  Province  last 
spring,  coupled  with  the  collapse  of  many 
schools  due  to  their  shoddy  construction, 
are  a striking  measure  of  these  contradic- 
tions. We  elaborated  on  this  in  our  article 
on  the  Sichuan  quake  in  WV  No.  917. 
4 July.  The  relief  efforts  were  widely 
recognized  as  impressive,  thus  at  the  time 
cooling  down  the  imperialist  frenzy  and 
media  uproar  over  the  counterrevolution- 
ary riots  in  Tibet  in  March. 

After  the  first  week  of  the  provocations 
in  Tibet,  Democratic  Speaker  of  the  House 
Nancy  Pelosi  visited  the  Dalai  Lama’s 
headquarters  in  India.  Pelosi  blathered:  “If 
freedom-loving  people  throughout  the 
world  do  not  speak  out  against  China’s 
oppression  in  China  and  Tibet,  we  have 
lost  all  moral  authority  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  human  rights  tiny  where  in  the  world." 
Both  Barack  Obama  and  Hillary  Clinton 
called  on  Bush  to  boycott  the  opening 
ceremonies  of  the  Beijing  Olympics  in 
solidarity  with  Tibet’s  "freedom  fighters." 
Meanwhile,  ethnic  Chinese  and  Muslims 
were  being  burned  alive  in  Lhasa — they 
didn't  have  traditional  Tibetan  scarves, 
known  as  kataks,  outside  their  stores 
to  identity  themselves  to  the  “freedom 
fighters." 

Pelosi’s  "human  rights"  rhetoric  is  the 
vilest  hypocrisy  coming  from  a represen- 
tative of  U.S.  imperialism,  which  has 
killed  hundreds  of  thousands  in  Iraq  and 
is  currently  occupying  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan. Of  course,  that’s  for  the  cause  of 
“freedom"  too! 

Under  the  pro-slavery  Dalai  Lama. 
Tibetans  were  "free"  to  live  an  expected 
35  years  in  squalor.  Since  the  "Lama- 
ocracy"  was  driven  out  of  Tibet  in  1959. 
people  live  nearly  twice  as  long.  Yet 
groups  like  the  international  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO).  Socialist  Action  and 
the  Committee  for  a Workers'  Interna- 
tiona!— represented  in  the  U.S.  by 
Socialist  Alternative — all  enthuse  over 
the  cause  of  the  anii-Communist  "Free 
Tibet"  movement.  Like  the  Dalai  Lama 
and  his  coterie,  this  "movement” — the 
Tibetan  Youth  Congress.  Students  for  a 
Free  Tibet,  etc. — is  funded  by  the  CIA 
front  called  the  National  Endowment  for 
Democracy.  If  Tibet  were  not  part  of 
China,  it  would  be  a protectorate  of  U.S. 
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imperialism,  a base  for  counterrevolution 
throughout  China. 

Historical  Materialism 
and  Class  Struggle 

This  forum  is  in  many  ways  inspired  by 
a book  published  in  1997.  The  Struggle 
for  Modern  Tibet:  The  Autobiography  of 
Tashi  Tsering.  It  is  the  story  of  a Tibetan 
peasant,  motivated  by  the  need  to  learn 
how  to  read  and  write,  who  devoted  his 
life  to  modernizing  Tibet.  He  says  that 
he  is  not  a Marxist,  but  he  was  attracted 
to  Marxism  because  it  involved  "greater 
power  and  opportunity  for  peasants  and 
workers.”  Referring  to  Marxists.  Tsering 
says  that  in  the  early  1960s: 

"1  was  struck  by  their  notions  of  the 
cycles  or  phases  of  history,  the  idea  that 
religion  could  sometimes  he  used  to 
enslave  or  hinder  the  common  people, 
and  the  importance  of  revolution  in  the 
history  of  most  of  the  modem  European 
states  1 thought  it  was  time  for  some 
kind  of  revolution  in  Tibet,  too.  although 
I didn't  wish  for  any  of  the  violence  or 
the  bloodshed  of  the  sort  I had  been 
reading  about  [in  the  French  and  Russian 
Revolutions).  Yet.  it  was  hard  for  me  to 
imagine  how  such  changes  might  be 
made  to  occur  under  our  old  society  in 
any  other  way..,.  And  although  I was 
still  apprehensive  about  the  Chinese 
presence  and  long-range  intentions.  I 
began  to  think  that  perhaps  what  Tibet 
had  been  living  through  for  the  past  ten 
year.s  might  in  fact  be  the  answer  m the 
sense  that  the  Chinese  invasion  of  our 
country  might  have  done  something  that 
we  could  not  have  done  for  ourselves,  it 
had  provided  a revolution  for  us." 

Fundamental  social  change  in  Tibet 
began  after  Chinese  troops  defeated  the 
counterrevolutionary  1959  uprising,  which 
was  armed  and  backed  by  the  CIA.  But 
before  looking  at  these  events,  it  is 
important  to  understand  the  origins  and 
nature  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  China. 
Unlike  in  the  1917  workers  revolution  in 
Russia,  the  proletariat  in  China  was  not 
an  active  or  conscious  participant  in  the 
revolution  that  smashed  the  Chine.se 
capitalist  state.  The  CCP  that  defeated 
the  thoroughly  corrupt  capitalist  party, 
the  Guomindang  (CMD).  was  a party 
based  on  the  peasants.  So  the  obvious 
question  is:  how  could  a peasant  party 
make  a revolution  that  overthrew  capital- 
ism and  established  a workers  state,  albeit 
bureaucratically  defonned'-’  And  what 
does  that  mean,  anyway’.' 

To  answer  these  questions  requires  a 
Marxist  worldview  derived  from  a histori- 
cal materialist  examination  of  society.  It 
means  drawing  lessons  from  the  first  and 
still  only  victorious  working-class  revolu- 
tion. the  Ru.ssian  Revolution  led  by  V.  1. 


Lenin  and  Leon  Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  Parly 
in  October  1917,  and  from  the  later  politi- 
cal degeneration  of  the  Soviet  workers  .state 
under  Joseph  Stalin  and  his  successors. 

Historical  materialism  begins  from  the 
proposition  that  the  production  of  the 
means  to  support  human  life — food,  cloth- 
ing and  shelter — and  the  exchange  of 
things  produced  are  the  basis  of  all 
social  structures.  In  every  society  that  has 
appeared  in  history,  the  manner  in  which 
wealth  is  distributed  and  society  divided 
into  classes  is  dependent  on  what  is  pro- 
duced. how  it  is  produced,  and  how  the 
products  are  exchanged.  From  this  point 
of  view,  the  final  causes  of  all  social  revo- 
lutions are  to  be  sought  in  changes  in 
the  dominant  mode  of  production  and 
exchange.  A "mode  of  production"  is  an 
economic  system,  which  (except  for  primi- 
tive society,  when  there  were  no  classes) 
is  based  on  a particular  form  of  prop- 
erty: societies  based  on  slavery,  feudal- 
ism. capitalism  or  collectivized  properly. 

The  transition  from  feudalism  to  capital- 
ism necessitated  bloody  bourgeois  revo- 
lutions like  the  English  Revolution  in  the 
mid  1 7th  century  and  the  French  Revo- 
lution at  the  end  of  the  18th  century. 
Through  these  revolutions  the  bourgeoi- 
sie created  the  nation-stale  and  trans- 
formed the  means  of  production  from 
being  atomized  (based  on  individual  pro- 
ducers) into  production  by  a collectivity 
of  men.  ("Means  of  production"  includes 
natural  resources  like  land  and  animals, 
as  well  as  machines,  tools,  factories, 
infrastructure  and  technology.)  Produc- 
tion became  social,  but  the  product  of  this 
collective  labor  was  appropriated  by  the 
capitalists.  There  thus  developed  an  irrec- 
oncilable antagonism  between  the  prole- 
tariat and  the  bourgeoisie. 

Private  ownership  of  the  means  of  pro- 
duction. where  production  is  motivated 
by  profit,  is  the  basis  of  the  anarchy  of 
capitalism.  The  capitalist  system  devel- 
oped the  productive  forces,  within  the 
arena  of  the  nation-state,  faster  than  at 
any  previous  time  in  human  history,  lead- 
ing to  the  development  of  modem  science 
and  the  industrial  revolution.  This  was 
its  progressive  historic  role.  But  the  capi- 
talist system  and  its  nation-state  soon  be- 
came a fetter  upon  economic  and  cultural 
development.  The  contradictions  between 
socialized  production  and  private  appro- 
priation, and  between  the  development  of 
the  productive  forces  and  the  framework 
of  the  national  state,  came  to  a head.  By 
about  1900,  the  territorial  division  of  the 
whole  world  among  the  largest  capitalist 
powers  had  largely  been  completed.  This 
led  to  the  first  imperialist  world  war. 

In  his  1916  book.  Imperialism,  the  High- 
est Stage  of  Capitalism,  Lenin  advanced 
Marx’s  analysis  into  the  period  of  capital- 
ist decay,  clarifying  that  war  is  inherent 
to  the  imperialist  system.  Capitalism  had 
created  a world  market  dominated  by  the 
imperialist  powers  and  divided  by  their 
rivalries.  It  had  also  fully  developed  its 
gravedigger  in  the  proletariat.  The  solu- 
tion is  international  workers  revolution  to 
overthrow  the  system  based  on  capitalist 
production  for  profit,  establishing  work- 
ers slates  based  on  collectivized  property 
where  production  is  based  on  what  is  use- 
ful for  society.  To  impart  to  the  working 
class  the  necessary  revolutionary  con- 
sciousness to  accomplish  its  historic  mis- 
sion of  overthrowing  the  capitalist  system 
is  the  task  of  a Leninist  vanguard  party. 
We  consider  the  International  Communist 


League  the  programmatic  nucleus  of  that 
party  today. 

Before  the  first  imperialist  war.  Russia 
was  the  weakest  link  in  the  imperialist 
chain,  Trotsky  described  its  development 
as  "uneven  and  combined”:  an  over- 
whelmingly peasant  country  with  a myr- 
iad of  national  and  ethnic  minorities 
oppressed  by  Great  Russian  landlords 
and  capitalists  and  under  an  absolutist 
monarchy.  At  the  same  time,  there  was  a 
small  but  important  proletariat  in  a few 
industrial  centers,  concentrated  in  huge 
factories  equipped  with  the  most  modem 
technology.  For  example,  the  massive 
Putilov  metal  works  and  the  surrounding 
area  in  St.  Petersburg  had  30,000  workers 
in  1905. 

The  right  wing  of  Russian  social  de- 
mocracy. the  Mensheviks,  argued  that  the 
bourgeoisie  must  come  to  power  to  resolve 
the  outstanding  democratic  tasks  such 
as  giving  land  to  the  peasantry.  Against 
this  perspective  of  binding  the  proletariat 
to  the  liberal  bourgeoisie.  Lenin  and  the 
Bolsheviks  counterposed  the  revolution- 
ary collaboration  of  the  proletariat  and 
the  downtrodden  peasantry,  establishing  a 
"democratic  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
and  the  peasantry."  Crucially.  Lenin  had  no 
illusions  in  any  "progressive”  character  of 
the  Russian  bourgeoisie. 

Trotsky  likewise  recognized  that  the 
Russian  bourgeoisie  was  incapable  of 
leading  a democratic  revolution,  but  went 
further  than  Lenin.  In  his  theory  of  perma- 
nent revolution,  developed  in  1904-06. 
Trotsky  asserted  that  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion would  be  proletarian-socialist  in  char- 
acter. that  the  solution  of  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  tasks  was  conceivable  only  in 
the  form  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  prole- 
tariat. leaning  on  the  peasantry.  This 
would  place  on  the  order  of  the  day  not 
only  democratic  ta.sks  but  socialist  tasks 
as  well.  To  guarantee  such  gains  and  lay 
the  basis  for  a socialist  society,  proletar- 
ian rule  had  to  be  extended  to  the 
advanced  capitalist  world. 

In  1917,  when  the  tsar’s  government 
collapsed,  the  Mensheviks  supported  the 
new  liberal  bourgeois  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment and  later  joined  the  government. 
Lenin  waged  a merciless  political  struggle 
against  the  Mensheviks  and  those  in  the 
Bolshevik  Party  who  conciliated  them. 
He  came  over  to  Trotsky’s  view  that  the 
revolution  could  triumph  only  by  placing 
the  proletariat  in  power,  while  Trotsky 
came  to  see  that  Lenin’s  fight  for  a pro- 
grammatically steeled  and  tested  van- 
guard party  was  the  necessary  foundation 
for  socialist  revolution.  Lenin  won  over 
the  key  cadre  in  his  pany.  and  in  October 
the  Bolsheviks  led  the  working  class,  sup- 
ported by  the  peasantry,  in  a revolution 
that  smashed  the  old  state  apparatus, 
replacing  the  class  dictatorship  of  capital 
with  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat 
based  on  democratically  elected  councils 
(soviets)  of  workers,  soldiers  and  peas- 
ants. There  is  a detailed  examination  of 
these  political  struggles  in  "The  Develop- 
ment and  Extension  of  Leon  Trotsky’s 
Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution,"  avail- 
able in  a new  ICL  pamphlet. 

After  the  October  Revolution,  during 
the  grueling  civil  war  against  the  forces 
of  counterrevolution  backed  by  no  less 
than  14  capitalist  countries,  the  Bolshe- 
viks founded  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional (Comintern),  embodying  their  com- 
mitment to  international  revolution  The 
Russian  Revolution  was  a confirmation  of 
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Red  Army  soldiers  with  banner  hailing  “Communism”  march  through  Moscow  in  1918  on  first  anniversary  of  October 
Revolution.  The  Permanent  Revolution  (1930)  by  Leon  Trotsky  applied  lessons  of  1917  Russian  Revolution  to 
countries  of  belated  capitalist  development. 


the  Marxist  program  and  a clarion  call  to 
the  world's  oppressed.  It  is  our  model.  We 
struggle  for  the  perspective  of  new  Octo- 
ber Revolutions  throughout  the  capitalist 
world  today. 

Stalinism  and  the  Betrayal  of 
the  1925-27  Chinese  Revolution 

After  the  Bolsheviks  won  the  Civil  War 
at  tremendous  cost,  including  losing  the 
most  advanced  layers  of  the  proletariat 
who  were  either  killed  or  incorporated 
into  the  .state  administration,  all  eyes  were 
on  the  powerful  German  working  class: 
a proletarian  victory  in  Germany  would 
end  the  isolation  of  the  fledgling  work- 
ers state.  However  the  1923  German 
Revolution  was  defeated,  with  enormous 
international  consequences.  The  postwar 
revolutionary  wave  was  stopped  and  the 
global  bourgeois  order  stabilized  for  a 
period  of  time.  The  defeat  had  a hugely 
demoralizing  effect  on  Soviet  workers, 
helping  to  pave  the  way  for  the  usurpation 
of  political  power  by  a conservative, 
nationalist  bureaucracy. 

Beginning  in  1924  (Lenin  died  in  Janu- 
ary that  year),  the  bureaucracy,  led  at  the 
time  by  Stalin.  Zinoviev  and  Kamenev, 
defeated  the  emerging  Left  Opposition 
led  by  Trotsky  and  set  in  motion  a proc- 
ess of  consolidating  its  rule  as  a privi- 
leged caste  atop  the  workers  state.  But  the 
mode  of  production  based  on  the  pre- 
dominance of  collectivized  property  did 
not  change:  what  changed  was  the  politi- 
cal regime. 

In  the  fall  of  1924.  Stalin  began  to 
justify  the  Soviet  Union’s  isolation  and 
the  political  power  of  the  bureaucracy 
with  his  “theory"  that  socialism — a soci- 
ety based  on  material  abundance,  in 
which  classes  have  disappeared  and  the 
stale  has  withered  away — can  be  built  in 
a single  country,  and  an  economically 
devastated  one  at  that.  “Peaceful  coexis- 
tence" with  the  capitalists  of  the  world 
soon  became  the  corollary.  The  bureauc- 
racy became  hostile  to  the  proletarian, 
revolutionary,  internationalist  program  of 
the  October  Revolution.  “Socialism  in  one 
country”  was  the  banner  of  defeat  under 
which  countless  revolutionary  opportu- 
nities were  betrayed.  This  political  coun- 
terrevolution was  fought  by  the  Left 


Opposition  led  by  Trotsky — and  one  of 
the  first  decisive  political  battlegrounds 
on  the  international  arena  was  the  Second 
Chinese  Revolution  of  1925-27. 

The  First  Chinese  Revolution  of  1911. 
led  by  Sun  Yat-sen's  bourgeois-nationalist 
movement  and  with  the  direct  participa- 
tion of  the  imperialists,  overthrew  the 
decrepit  Qing  (or  Manchu)  dynasty.  The 
next  year  Sun  founded  the  bourgeois- 
nationalist  Guomindang.  Before  World 
War  I.  there  was  barely  a Chinese  prole- 
tariat at  all.  But  the  war  stimulated  the  Chi- 
nese economy  and  by  1 922  there  were  two 
million  industrial  workers.  While  this  was 
a tiny  part  of  the  population,  the  proletariat 
was  concentrated  in  large  enterprises  with 
the  most  modem  techniques  of  produc- 
tion in  a few  urban  centers  on  the  coast, 
giving  it  enormous  social  power.  China 
was  not  an  outright  colony  like  India,  but 
imperialist  penetration  perpetuated  its 
backwardness.  Warlordism  with  compet- 
ing imperialist  sponsorship  proliferated. 


preventing  national  unification. 

China’s  capitalist  development  was  even 
more  belated  than  Russia's  had  been. 
The  key  question  in  the  Second  Chinese 
Revolution  was;  what  would  be  the  class 
character  of  the  Chinese  Revolution?  Sta- 
lin and  Bukharin  continued  the  policy  of 
liquidating  the  young  Chinese  CP  into  the 
bourgeois  GMD,  now  led  by  Chiang  Kai- 
shek.  They  revived  the  Menshevik  line  of 
“two-stage”  betrayal,  whose  bankruptcy 
had  been  exposed  in  Russia  in  1917.  Cit- 
ing the  weakness  of  the  workers  move- 
ment in  China,  they  argued  that  the  revo- 
lution must  be  restricted  to  a “democratic” 
stage  under  the  leadership  of  a “bloc  of 
four  classes” — the  national  bourgeoisie, 
urban  petty  bourgeoisie,  workers  and  peas- 
ants. In  this  schema,  the  “second  stage.” 
the  struggle  for  socialism,  is  relegated  to 
an  indefinite  future  that  in  reality  never 
comes  to  be.  How  could  a national  bour- 
geoisie lead  an  agrarian  revolution  against 
landlords,  many  of  whom  were  part  of  the 
same  bourgeoisie?  The  answer  is;  it  could 
not. 

In  March  1927.  a general  strike  of  over 
a half  a million  workers  in  Shanghai 
turned  into  an  insurrection.  But  the  prole- 
tariat was  supposed  to  follow  the  bour- 


geois nationalists,  not  insurrect  against 
them.  Stalin  ordered  the  CCP  to  disarm. 
Lulled  into  the  belief  that  Chiang  Kai- 
shek  was  an  ally,  tens  of  thousands  of 
Communists  and  militant  workers,  who 
were  the  effective  power  in  Shanghai, 
were  murdered  when  he  turned  on  them  in 
the  massacre  of  April  1927. 

At  every  step.  Trotsky  opposed  this 
policy  of  subordinating  the  working  class 
to  the  bourgeois  nationalists.  In  a March 
1927  statement  to  the  Soviet  Politburo. 
Trotsky  demanded  that  the  CCP  organize 
soviets  and  initiate  a revolutionary  strug- 
gle for  power.  Drawing  the  lessons  of  the 
Chinese  Revolution's  bloody  defeat,  he 
generalized  his  theory  and  perspective 
of  permanent  revolution  to  other  coun- 
tries of  belated  capitalist  development.  In 
1928.  Trotsky  submitted  to  the  Com- 
intern's Sixth  Congress  a document  titled 
“The  Draft  Program  of  the  Communist 
International — A Criticism  of  Fundamen- 
tals,” later  published  in  The  Third  Inter- 


national After  Lenin.  Key  international 
cadre  were  won  to  the  Left  Opposition, 
including  James  P,  Cannon,  a central 
leader  of  the  American  CP,  and  Chen 
Duxiu,  the  founding  leader  of  the  CCP 
who  had  been  made  the  scapegoat  for 
Stalin’s  betrayals. 

The  defeat  of  the  Second  Chinese 
Revolution  had  a profound  impact  on  the 
proletariat  and  the  CCP.  At  Comintern 
insistence,  the  CCP  denied  that  there 
had  been  a defeat.  With  the  proletariat 
atomized,  being  hunted  down  by  the 
GMD,  the  CCP  soon  turned  its  back  on 
the  workers,  retreating  to  the  countryside. 
Only  the  Chinese  Trotskyists,  working 
underground,  sought  to  maintain  roots 
among  the  urban  working  class.  The  CCP 
transformed  itself  into  a peasant  party  in 
composition  and  political  outlook.  So 
when  the  1949  Chinese  Revolution  over- 
threw capitalist  rule,  it  did  so  under  the 
leadership  of  a peasant-based  party  with 
Stalinist  politics. 

Extraordinary  historical  circumstances 
conditioned  these  events.  There  was  the 
existence  of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  gave 
material  aid  to  the  CCP’s  People’s  Lib- 
eration Army  (PLA),  albeit  reluctantly. 
The  utterly  corrupt  bourgeois  GMD  was 


decaying  from  within.  The  proletariat  was 
not  mobilized  as  an  independent  force. 
Another  significant  factor  was  that  the 
Soviets  set  off  an  atomic  bomb  on  29 
August  1949.  which  provided  a nuclear 
deterrent  against  imperialist  attack. 

The  basic  policy  of  all  sections  of  the 
Chinese  bourgeoisie  and  the  imperialist 
powers  toward  the  CCP  and  PLA  during 
the  1946-49  Civil  War  was  one  of  physi- 
cal annihilation.  Thus  the  triumph  of  the 
PLA  signaled  the  destruction  of  the  Chi- 
nese capitalists  as  a politically  organized 
class,  reducing  them  to  atomized  property 
owners.  Contrary  to  Maoist  theory,  there 
was  no  basis  for  “two-stage”  revolution 
or  a “bloc  of  four  classes.”  History  proved 
wrong  the  dogma  that  you  “cannot  skip 
stages."  that  the  proletariat  must  first  ally 
with  a section  of  the  capitalist  class 
enemy  in  a fight  for  “democracy" — a 
class-collaborationist  perspective  that  has 
produced  only  disaster  and  defeat  for  the 
world’s  working  people. 


The  smashing  of  capitalist  class  rule 
in  China  arose  from  the  specific,  and 
not  predetermined,  relations  among  the 
peasant-based  CCP,  the  Chinese  proletariat 
and  the  domestic  and  imperialist  bour- 
geoisie. But  the  victory  of  the  social  revo- 
lution could  only  establish  a bureaucrat- 
ically deformed  workers  state.  The  CCP 
feared  the  proletariat  and  was  suspicious 
of  it.  Like  the  Soviet  bureaucracy,  the 
Chinese  bureaucracy  is  a petty-bourgeois 
parasitic  and  nationalistic  caste  that  sits 
atop  the  workers  state  and  feeds  on  it. 
Its  privileges  are  derived  from  the  exis- 
tence of  the  workers  state.  Just  like  under 
Stalin,  the  bureaucracy's  program,  whether 
under  Mao  Zedong.  Liu  Shaoqi,  Deng 
Xiaoping  or  Hu  Jintao,  is  based  on  the 
anti-Marxist  lie  of  building  “socialism  in 
one  country”  and  seeking  to  perpetuate 
the  status  quo  by  "peacefully  coexisting” 
with  imperialism. 

Trotsky  explained  the  material  roots  of 
the  Soviet  bureaucracy  in  his  1937  book 
The  Revolution  Betrayed,  using  language 
that  today  could  be  applied  to  the  Chi- 
nese Stalinists  as  well: 

“The  basis  of  bureaucratic  rule  is  the  pov- 
erty of  society  in  objects  of  consumption, 
with  the  resulting  struggle  of  each  against 
all.  When  there  are  enough  goods  in  a 
store,  the  purchasers  can  come  whenever 
they  want  to.  When  there  is  little  goods, 
the  purchasers  are  compelled  to  stand  in 
line.  When  the  lines  are  very  long,  it  is 
necessary  to  appoint  a policeman  to  keep 
order.  Such  is  the  starting  point  of  the 
power  of  the  Soviet  bureaucracy.  It 
‘knows’  who  is  to  get  something  and  who 
has  to  wait." 

Calling  for  workers  political  revolution 
in  the  USSR,  Trotsky  emphasized:  "It  is 
not  a question  of  substituting  one  ruling 
clique  for  another,  but  of  changing  the 
very  methods  of  administering  the  econ- 
omy and  guiding  the  culture  of  the  coun- 
try. Bureaucratic  autocracy  must  give 
place  to  Soviet  democracy." 

Tibet  and  the 
Chinese  Revolution 

Until  early  1949,  U.S.  imperialism's 
policy  toward  Tibet  was  unequivocal. 
Tibet  was  seen  as  part  of  China,  though 
with  a large  degree  of  independence  from 
the  central  government.  While  its  geo- 
graphic location  was  not  seen  as  strategic 
at  that  time,  the  CIA’s  predecessor,  the 
OSS  (Office  of  Strategic  Services),  had 
several  agents  in  Tibet  during  World  War 
II.  The  U.S.  changed  its  policy  in  1949, 
when  it  was  clear  that  the  Chinese  Civil 
War  was  going  badly  for  the  U.S. -backed 
GMD  armies.  One  Ruth  Bacon  of  the 
State  Department  argued  that  with  a 
Communist  takeover.  Tibet  would  assume 
“ideological  and  strategic  importance" 
and  that  the  U.S.  should  no  longer  con- 
sider it  under  Chinese  authority.  This 
shows  how  the  Tibet  question  has  long 
been  cynically  manipulated  by  the  impe- 
rialists for  their  own  interests. 

Everything  changed  with  the  1950-53 
Korean  civil  war.  The  PLA  made  no  deci- 
sive move  into  Tibet  until  China  was 
threatened  by  the  imperialists,  who  had 
overtaken  most  of  North  Korea  and  were 
threatening  China  at  the  border.  Chinese 
troops  crossed  the  Yalu  River  bordering 
continued  on  page  6 


Left:  Workers  militia  in  Shanghai  during  1925-27  Revolution.  Right:  Execution  of  Chinese  Communist  following  Chiang 
Kai-shek  coup  in  1927.  Stalinists  ordered  liquidation  of  CCP  into  bourgeois-nationalist  Guomindang,  leading  to 
massacre  of  Communists  and  militant  workers. 
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North  Korea  to  drive  the  imperialists 
back,  and  around  the  same  time  about 
40.000  PLA  troops  attacked  the  Tibetan 
army,  which  was  on  the  brink  of  collapse 
because  of  inferior  numbers,  weapons 
and  organization. 

After  the  First  Chine.se  Revolution  in 
1911.  the  l.^th  Dalai  Lama  con.solidated 
his  power  by  expanding  and  modernizing 
the  Tibetan  army  along  the  lines  of  his 
imperialist  sponsors,  the  British  and  the 
Japane.se.  So  pervasive  was  British  influ- 
ence that  as  late  as  1 950  the  officers  issued 
all  their  commands  in  English  while  the 
army  band  was  only  capable  of  playing 
such  "traditional"  Tibetan  tunes  as  "Auld 
Lang  Syne."  "God  Save  the  King"  (they 
clearly  weren’t  referring  to  the  “god-king" 
of  Tibet)  and  my  personal  favorite.  "It's  a 
Long  Way  to  Tipperary."  Tipperary  is  in 
Ireland — so  it  certainly  was  a long  way! 

The  Tibetan  army  was  clearly  no  match 
for  the  hardened  veterans  of  the  PLA. 
Under  Mao's  "helmsmanship,"  China 
began  negotiations  with  the  14th  Dalai 
Lama  (the  current  one.  who  was  about  16 
then)  based  on  a program  that  amounted  to 
"one  country,  two  systems."  This  meant 
the  CCP  would  allow  the  Tibetan  ruling 
class  to  continue  its  .social  and  political 
rule  .so  long  as  it  ceded  .sovereignty  to  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  .state.  This  deal 
was  codified  in  the  Seventeen  Point  Agree- 
ment signed  in  May  1951. 

There  is  a sharp  contrast  here  with  how 
the  Bolsheviks  consolidated  Soviet  power 
in  Central  Asia,  a region  which,  like 
Tibet,  was  economically  precapitalist  and 
had  no  proletariat.  The  separation  of 
church/mosque  and  state  was  crucial  in 
the  fight  for  women’s  emancipation, 
especially  in  the  heavily  Muslim  Soviet 
East.  But  it  took  time  for  the  Bolsheviks 
to  establish  a material  and  political  basis 
for  secular  Soviet  government  and  educa- 
tional organs  to  supplant  clerical  vestiges. 
Of  necessity,  the  Bolsheviks  made  com- 
promises with  those  sections  of  local  reli- 
gious and  traditional  civil  institutions  that 
had  been  brutally  persecuted  under  the 
tsar  and  sided  with  the  October  Revolu- 
tion. At  the  same  lime,  they  used  Soviet 
slate  power  to  carefully  and  systemati- 
cally .supplant  such  institutions,  including 
by  simultaneously  demonstrating  the 
superiority  of  Soviet  government. 

The  Soviet  government  under  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  differentiated  between  the 
rights  of  individuals  and  social  organiza- 
tions to  privately  practice  religion,  and 
the  conduct  of  those  clerics  of  the  Ortho- 
dox church.  Islam,  etc.,  who  actively  sup- 
ported the  forces  of  counterrevolution 
because  their  material  interests  were 
counterposed  to  the  fledgling  workers 
stale.  The  Soviet  government  success- 
fully mobilized  the  workers  and  peasants 
to  decisively  crush  such  forces.  They  .set 
out  to  achieve  universal  literacy,  institut- 
ing a materialist  education  for  all.  coun- 
terposed to  all  forms  of  religious  preju- 
dice. For  example.  Communist  women 
put  on  the  veil  to  teach  women  in  Soviet 
Central  Asia  how  to  read  and  write. 
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Left:  Emancipated 
Tibetan  serfs  receiving 
land  certificates.  By  end 
of  1961  all  serfs  were 
emancipated  by  People's 
Liberation  Army. 

Right:  Autobiography  of 
Tashi  Tsering.  a Tibetan 
peasant  who  recognized 
progressive  role  of 
Chinese  Revolution 
and  devoted  his  life 
to  modernizing  Tibet. 
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If  Tibet  was  Shangri-La  for  the  lords 
and  lama.s  it  was  hell  for  the  oppressed. 
Formed  through  the  merger  of  a feudal- 
like  aristocracy  and  a vast  clerical  estate 
making  up  at  times  over  20  percent  of  the 
male  population,  the  Lamaocracy  held 
sway  over  a society  of  serfs,  peasants  and 
herdsmen  for  hundred.s  of  years.  This 
meant  that  the  women  did  a lot  of  the 
labor,  since  both  the  monk.s  and  a not 
small  portion  of  the  male  population,  who 
emulated  the  monastic  life  after  "sinning" 
by  procreating,  were  employed  in  con- 
templation. Young  boys  were  taken  from 
their  families,  including  to  replenish  the 
monk  population.  Household  slavery  also 
existed.  It  is  a measure  of  the  intensity  of 
oppression  and  exploitation  in  lamaist 
Tibet  that  what  was  perhaps  proportion- 


ally the  largest  and  most  idle  ruling  stra- 
tum in  human  history  was  economically 
supported  by  barley  growers  and  yak 
herders. 

Tibet  and  Modernization 

Tsering.  the  Tibetan  peasant  whose 
book  I mentioned  earlier,  finally  began 
to  get  an  education  in  the  U.S.  in  1960. 
He  wrote; 

"The  revelations  started  when  1 began  to 
read  about  medieval  history,  because  as  I 
began  thinking  about  Europe  in  the  Mid- 
dle Ages — about  the  cathedrals,  the  mon- 
asteries. the  feudal  system,  the  anstocrats 
and  monks  who  had  all  the  power  and 
land,  and  the  close  connection  between 
church  and  stale — I saw  parallels  to  the 
old.  theocratic,  and  essentially  feudal 
Tibetan  society  of  my  youth.” 

After  reading  basic  Marxism  and  history 
he  concluded  that  since  it  took  revolu- 
tions to  oust  European  feudalism  it  would 
take  the  same  in  Tibet. 

Tsering  commented  on  the  initial  arri- 
val of  the  Chinese  troops  in  the  early 
1950s.  They  soon  opened  the  first  pri- 
mary school  in  Lhasa,  and  built  roads  and 
a hospital.  He  said;  "It  was  more  change 
for  the  good  in  a shorter  period  of  time 
than  I had  seen  in  my  life — more  change. 
I was  tempted  to  think,  than  Tibet  had 
seen  in  centuries."  As  T.sering  under- 
stood. it  took  the  Chinese  to  provide  a 
revolution  which  the  Tibetans  could  not 
have  made  for  themselves. 

Yet  social  change  was  very  circum- 
scribed up  to  1 959.  Mao  instructed  CCPers 
to  slow  down  the  changes  T.sering  refers 
to.  Why’’  The  answer  has  everything  to  do 
w ith  the  nationalist  basis  of  the  Stalinist 


bureaucracy  and  its  contradictory  nature. 
The  CCP  decided  the  PLA  had  to  inter- 
vene decisively  in  North  Korea  because 
China  was  directly  threatened  by  imperi- 
alist troops  advancing  on  its  border.  If  the 
workers  slate  goes,  the  parasite  has  no 
host  to  feed  on — there's  no  material  basis 
for  the  bureaucracy’s  privileges.  At  the 
same  time,  the  CCP  chose  to  "peacefully 
coexist"  with  feudal  Tibet,  where  the 
Lamaocracy  was  perceived  as  no  threat  to 
(he  bureaucracy’s  privileged  position  atop 
the  deformed  workers  state.  The  oppressed 
peasants,  serfs  and  herders  were  not  of 
primary  concern — not  until  there  was  a 
military  threat. 

The  Seventeen  Point  Agreement  only 
applied  to  central  Tibet,  not  to  the  other 
areas  where  the  relatively  small  popula- 


tion of  Tibetans  (about  1.3  million  at 
the  lime)  resided.  The  other  two  areas 
are  Kham  to  the  east,  covering  western 
Sichuan  and  the  northwest  comer  of  Yun- 
nan Province,  and  Amdo.  covering  much 
of  Qinghai  and  some  of  Gansu  provinces 
northeast  of  central  Tibet. 

The  economic  policy  for  the  first  three 
years  in  Mao’s  China  was  meant  to  be  for 
recovery,  to  restore  production.  U.S.  inter- 
vention in  Korea  showed  the  need  for  an 
economy  in  China  ba.sed  on  heavy  indus- 
try that  could  sustain  a modem  army 
sooner  rathec  than  later.  The  first  five-year 
plan  based  on  collectivized  property  was 
not  inaugurated  until  1953.  Problems  soon 
developed  because  China  was  simply  too 
poor  to  apply  the  Soviet  model  for  rapid 
economic  growth.  Compared  to  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1928.  China  in  1952  produced  less 
than  one-half  as  much  grain  per  person. 

Resistance  among  reactionary  Tibetan 
forces  began  in  the  region  of  Kham  in 
1956.  This  inter.sected  serious  problems 
in  the  economy  throughout  China,  which 
led  to  a rapid  change  from  voluntary  to 
forced  collectivization  in  the  countryside. 
Almost  the  entire  peasantry  was  organ- 
ized into  collectives  in  a single  year.  This 
collectivization  did  not  go  over  well  with 
the  remnants  of  the  Tibetan  feudal  nobil- 
ity in  Kham. 

Washington  was  scheming  long  before 
the  counterrevolutionary  uprising  that 
commenced  on  10  March  1959.  Few 
believed  the  Chinese  claims  that  the  U.S. 
and  GMD  had  been  arming  the  rebels  in 
Kham  since  1956.  But  in  a 25  March 
1959  article  titled  "Turmoil  in  Tibet"  the 
Wmhingfon  Post  stated,  "guerrillas  are 


said  to  have  been  well  supplied  by  some 
mysterious  agency  with  necessary  light 
weapons  and  ammunition."  One  U.S.  Air 
Force  officer  pointed  out  that  physical 
evidence  is  not  always  necessary:  “If  the 
Dalai  Lama  is  spirited  out  of  Tibet  in  the 
face  of  an  overwhelming  Chinese  army 
of  conquerors,  are  the  Chinese  going  to 
think  he  found  his  support  in  heaven?" 

What  of  the  serfs,  peasants  and  herd- 
ers? Political,  social  and  religious  cus- 
toms in  Tibet  largely  remained  as  they 
were  before  the  PLA's  arrival.  The  mass 
of  Tibetans  were  tied  to  the  status  quo 
without  the  slightest  knowledge  or  expe- 
rience of  any  other  way  of  life.  Confused 
by  the  new  ways  offered  by  the  CCP. 
which  simultaneously  urged  liberation  of 
the  serfs  from  the  feudal  masters  while 
creating  alliances  with  these  same  mas- 
ters, they  did  not  join  their  liberators  in 
large  numbers.  Clearly,  the  CCP’s  policy 
of  conciliating  the  Lamaocracy  in  central 
Tibet  demobilized  the  oppres.sed  classes. 

It  took  the  PLA  only  20  hours  or  so 
to  crush  the  U.S. -backed,  pro-slavery 
Lamaocracy  uprising  in  1959.  Following 
this  victory  the  Chinese  government  abol- 
ished tilag  (forced  peasant  labor)  and  put 
an  end  to  flogging,  mutilation  and  ampu- 
tation as  forms  of  criminal  punishment. 
The  land.  livestock  and  tools  of  the  aris- 
tocrats who  fled  into  exile  were  distrib- 
uted to  the  peasants,  as  were  the  land  and 
other  property  of  the  monasteries  that  had 
participated  in  the  uprising.  The  Chinese 
deformed  workers  slate  established  secu- 
lar education  and  built  running  water  and 
electrical  systems  in  Lhasa.  As  a result 
of  the  social  gains  of  the  Chinese  Revo- 
lution coming  to  Tibet,  the  conditions  of 
life  vastly  improved.  Infant  mortality,  an 
astounding  43  percent  in  1950.  dramati- 
cally decreased  to  0.661  percent  by  2000. 
The  literacy  rate  rose  greatly,  though  it 
continues  to  be  the  lowest  of  all  the  prov- 
inces of  China. 

From  Mao  to  Deng 

In  1966.  Mao  initiated  the  “Great 
Proletarian  Cultural  Revolution"  to  regain 
the  authority  he  lost  following  the  eco- 
nomic disaster  called  the  "Great  Leap  For- 
ward" 1 1958-60).  The  latter  had  brought 
industrial  and  agricultural  production  to  a 
standstill,  leading  to  a devastating  famine 
throughout  China.  Instead  of  communism 
resulting  from  the  international  division 
of  labor  of  several  advanced  workers  slates 
and  the  elimination  of  scarcity.  Mao's 
Chinese-style  “communism”  was  to  be 
brought  about  by  the  primitive  labor  of 
millions  of  peasants— equal  sharing  of  pov- 
erty. Mao  refused  to  admit  that  the  "Great 
l^ap”  was  a disaster  The  Cultural  Revolu- 
tion was  a falling  out  between  two  wings 
of  (he  Stalinist  bureaucracy:  Mao  vs.  Liu 
and  Deng,  neither  of  which  merited  the 
least  political  support  from  Trotskyists. 

Mao  developed  a particularly  demented 
version  of  Stalinist  doublespeak  for  the 
Cultural  Revolution.  “Capitalism"  ceased 
to  mean  a particular  form  of  property 
relations.  Mao’s  opponents  within  the 
bureaucracy  were  branded  as  “capitalist 
roaders"  in  a "class  struggle."  Students 
were  hailed  as  “proletarian  revolutionar- 
ies" while  being  cynically  mobilized  to 
break  workers  strikes.  Especially  signifi- 
cant. the  Soviet  Union  became  “Sovi- 
et .social-imperialism."  suppo.sedly  more 
reactionary  than  U.S.  imperialism.  This 
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Tibetan  Buddhist  monks  surrender  to  PLA  troops  in  Lhasa  after  leading 
reactionary  armed  revolt,  April  1959. 
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was  meant  to  justify  China’s  anti-Soviet 
alliance  with  U.S.  imperialism  at  the 
height  of  the  latter’s  dirty,  losing  war 
against  the  Vietnamese  Revolution. 

Tlte  prime  task  laid  down  in  a 1966 
CCP  Central  Committee  decision  on  the 
Cultural  Revolution  was  the  elimination  of 
"old  ideas,  culture,  customs,  and  habiLs  of 
the  exploiting  classes.'*  otherwise  known  as 
the  "Four  Olds."  This  campaign  wreaked 
havoc,  with  tremendous  human  and.  eco- 
nomic damage  throughout  China,  It  was 
anti-culture,  against  Western  art  and  music 
and  against  the  cultures  of  the  Han  Chinese 
and  all  minority  nationalities.  To  this  day. 
the  group  known  as  the  Revolutionary 
Communist  Party  (RCP)  here  in  the  U.S. 
hails  the  demented  Maoist  Cultural  Revo- 
lution as  an  achievement  akin  to  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution! 

There  is  a widespread  distortion  pro- 
moted by  the  Dalai  Lama  camp  and 
the  imperialists  that  during  the  Cultural 
Revolution  Mao  mobilized  Han  Chinese 
student  youth  to  smash  and  destroy  much 
of  what  had  been  at  the  core  of  Tibetan 
culture.  But  it  was  mostly  Tibetan  youth 
who  destroyed  many  Buddhist  relics  and 
palaces.  Wang  Lixiong  wrote  in  his 
thoughtful  article.  "Reflections  on  Tibet." 
in  New  Left  Review  (March-April  2002): 
"To  point  out  that  it  was  largely  the  Tibet- 
ans themselves  who  destroyed  the  mon- 
asteries and  temples  is  not  to  exonerate 
the  Han;  but  it  does  raise  broader  ques- 
tions. beyond  the  issue  of  responsibility. 
Why  did  the  Tibetans,  who  for  centuries 
had  regarded  religion  asjhe  centre  of 
their  lives,  smash  the  Buddhist  statues 
with  their  own  hands?.. . Surely  these 
actions  are  evidence  that,  once  they  real- 
ized they  could  control  their  own  fate, 
the  Tibetan  peasantry,  in  an  unequivo- 
cally liberating  gesture,  cast  off  the  spec- 
tre of  the  afterlife  that  had  hung  over 
them  for  so  long  and  forcefully  as.sened 
that  they  would  rather  be  men  in  this  life 
than  souls  in  the  next." 

I disagree  with  Wang's  argument  that 
the  underlying  impulse  for  the  attack  on 
Buddhist  relics  was  "simply  that  Mao 
had  replaced  the  Dalai  Lama  as  the  god 
in  their  minds."  Because  of  the  continued 
high  rate  of  illiteracy,  coupled  with  the 
cult  of  Mao  during  the  Cultural  Revolu- 
tion. no  doubt  some  Tibetans  viewed  Mao 
as  a god  who  liberated  them  from  hell 
under  the  Dalai  Lama's  rule.  But  what 
underlay  their  actions  was  that  they 
thought  they  were  aiding  the  Revolution. 
Tsering  writes  about  his  active  participa- 
tion in  the  Cultural  Revolution:  "But  pre- 
cisely because  it  was  so  unthinkable  it 
was  also  exciting.  Students  like  me  were 
in  the  vanguard  of  continuing  the  revolu- 
tion in  China!" 

In  1978.  two  years  after  Mao’s  death 
and  the  purge  of  the  rabidly  pro-Mao 
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“Gang  of  Four."  Deng  took  over  the  CCP 
leadership  and  denounced  the  Cultural 
Revolution.  Despite  the  claims  of  some 
leftist  academics  and  organizations  that 
revile  Deng  and  uphold  Mao  as  a revolu- 
tionary alternative.  Deng  was  in  many 
ways  Mao’s  logical  successor.  The  aim 
of  Deng's  “market  reform.s."  which  he 
dubbed  "socialism  with  Chinese  charac- 
teristics," was  the  same  as  Mao's:  to  turn 
China  into  a modern  nation-state  and 
a world  power.  The  market-oriented 
reforms  were  an  attempt  to  • address 


within  the  framework  of  Stalinist  bona- 
partism  the  inefficiencies  of  the  bureau- 
cratic command-planned  economy. 

Starting  in  1980.  the  CCP  put  forward 
new  policies  that  gave  Tibet  substantial 
financial  aid.  Living  standards  improved 
significantly.  From  1979-94  the  average 
income  of  Tibetan  farmers  and  herders 
went  up  six  times.  Agricultural  produc- 
tion was  460  percent  of  its  1952  level.  At 
the  same  time.  Deng  went  back  to  Mao’s 
original  conciliationist  stance  toward  the 
lamas.  In  1978.  less  than  a week  after  tak- 
ing power,  he  indicated  his  willingness  to 
start  a dialogue  with  the  Dalai  Lama.  The 
clergy  were  again  given  special  treat- 
ment. The  number  of  monks  and  nuns 
increased  to  46.000  (2  percent  of  the 
Tibetan  population)  by  1994.  Temples 
were  under  construction  everywhere.  The 
Han  population  in  Tibet  was  reduced  by 
40  percent 

Like  the  rest  of  China,  there  was  a lot 
of  opposition  in  Tibet  to  problems  arising 
out  of  the  "market  reforms"  policy.  The 
U.S.  imperialists  had  had  the  Dalai  Lama 
on  their  payroll  since  the  early  1950s;  now 
they  played  this  card  again.  On  21  Sep- 
tember 1987.  the  Dalai  Lama  appeared 
before  the  U.S.  Congress.  Six  days  later 
Lhasa  saw  its  first  street  demonstrations 
since  1959  Big  rallies  demanded  inde- 
pendence and  raised  the  banned  national 
flag.  The  next  17  months  saw  an  increas- 
ingly bloody  pattern  of  disturbances,  lead- 
ing ultimately  to  the  imposition  of  mar- 
tial law  in  March  1989.  which  remained 
in  effect  for  419  days.  This  was  just  a 
month  before  the  protests  began  at  Bei- 
jing's Tiananmen  Squiu’e  against  corrup- 
tion and  spiraling  intlalion.  leading  to  an 
incipient  proletarian  political  revolution 
that  was  brutally  crushed  on  4 June  1 989- 

Having  been  twice  bitten  by  the  policy 
of  conciliating  the  CIA-backed  Dalai 
Lama,  the  Chinese  Stalinists  again  hard- 
ened their  approach  after  the  counterrevo- 
lution in  the  former  Soviet  Union  and 
East  Europe  in  the  early  1990.s.  Tibet  has 
undergone  notable  development  and  now 
has  the  third  highest  average  monthly 
wages  of  all  the  provinces.  But  the  hold  of 
religion  helps  to  maintain  social  back- 
wardness. For  example,  the  Tibetan  illit- 
eracy rate  is  still  about  five  times  the 
national  average. 

The  imperialist  powers  hoped  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Beijing  Olympics  to 
intensify  their  prcs.sure  on  China  through 
their  support  to  the  Dalai  Lama.  In  a 
provocation  that  prefigured  the  Tibet 
riots — similar  to  1987 — the  Dalai  Lama 


met  with  Gentian  chancellor  Angela  Mer- 
kel in  Berlin.  U.S.  president  Bush  in 
Washington  and  Canadian  prime  minister 
Stephen  Harper  within  a space  of  five 
weeks  beginning  in  September  2007.  A 
few  months  later,  on  the  49th  anniversary 
of  the  1959  uprising,  the  orgy  of  anti- 
Chinese  rioting  led  by  Buddhist  lamas 
in  Lhasa  was  followed  by  coordinated 
actions  in  Gansu.  Qinghai  and  Sichuan 
provinces-  This  was  a counierrcvolution- 
ury  provocation  by  (he  Dalai  Lama  and 
the  imperialists,  and  (he  ICL  opposed  it. 


The  bureaucracy’s  policies  of  conciliat- 
ing the  Dalai  Lama  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  anti-proletarian,  anti-cultural,  fake 
"class  struggle"  of  the  Cultural  Revolu- 
tion on  the  other  also  helped  to  lay 
the  basis  for  this  reactionary  revolt.  In 
The  Revolution  Betrayed  Trotsky  wrote; 
“From  the  point  of  view  of  socialist 
forms  of  society,  (he  policy  of  the 
bureaucracy  is  striking  in  its  contradic- 
tions and  inconsistencies.  But  the  same 
policy  appears  very  consistent  from  the 
standpoint  of  strengthening  the  power  of 
the  new  commanding  stratum.’’ 

The  common  thread  is  that  the  bureauc- 
racy’s policies  are  mired  m nationalism, 
the  false  ideology  of  a petty-bourgeois 
bonapartist  caste  that  vacillates  between 
the  pressures  of  world  imperialism  and 
fear  of  the  proletariat.  An  example  of 
CCP  bonapartism  run  amok  was  the 
announcement  in  August  2007  that  rein- 
carnation in  Tibet  is  banned  without  gov- 
ernment permission.  This  could  be  de- 
scribed as  bureaucratic  atheism. 

China  and  Revolutionary 
Internationalisno 

It  is  vital  for  the  Chinese  proletariat 
to  combat  the  Han  chauvinism  of  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  and  oppose  all  dis- 
crimination against  Tibetans,  the  Muslim 
Uighurs  of  Xinjiang  and  all  other  national 
and  ethnic  minorities.  The  bureaucracy’s 
opposition  to  international  revolution, 
based  on  the  nationalist  program  of 
"socialism  in  one  country”  and  its  corol- 
lary. "peaceful  coexistence."  deeply  under- 
cuts the  defense  of  the  deformed  workers 
Slate,  Tibet's  fate  is  lied  to  the  fate  of  the 
Chinese  Revolution,  which  in  turn  is 
dependent  on  the  international  revolution, 
especially  in  the  imperialist  centers. 

The  massive  strikes  and  protests  by 
Chinese  workers  and  peasants  that  hap- 
pen on  a regular  basis  underscore  the 
sharpening  contradictions  in  China  Re- 
cently. there  are  reports  that  the  legal 
right  to  strike  may  be  reinstated,  showing 
that  the  bureaucracy  indeed  rules  in  fear 
of  the  largest  industrial  proletariat  in  the 
world.  We  stand  for  trade  unions  in  China 
free  of  the  bureaucracy's  control  and 
based  on  defense  of  the  workers  state. 
Unconditional  militar>'  defense  of  China 
against  counterrevolution  is  also  in  the 
vital  class  interest  of  the  international 
proletariat,  not  least  in  the  U.S,  As  James 
Cannon,  the  founder  of  American  Trot- 
skyism. taught  us  about  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  the  best  and  only  thing  that  can 
save  China  in  the  end  is  the  international 
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Beijing:  Construction  workers  gather  after  being  blocked  by  police  from 
marching  to  Tiananmen  Square.  August  2007.  The  workers  were  protesting 
unpaid  wages. 


revolution  of  the  proletariat.  In  order  to 
regenerate  the  workers  slate,  we  stand  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  bureaucracy  by  a 
political  revolution. 

The  reformist  opponents  of  revolution- 
ary Marxism  preach  that  capitalfsm  can 
be  reformed,  and  socialism  is  a pipe- 
dream.  This  is  a defense  of  the  capitalist 
status  quo.  A decade  and  a half  ago, 
the  International  Socialist  Organization. 
Socialist  Action  and  their  ilk  cheered  on 
the  counterrevolutions  that  destroyed  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  deformed  workers 
states  of  East  and  Central  Europe,  which 
brought  unparalleled  immiseration.  par- 
ticularly for  women  They  have  a share 
of  responsibility  for  that  world-historic 
defeat.  Other  groups,  for  example  the 
Workers  World  Party  (WWP).  politically 
supported  (he  Stalinist  bureaucracies  who 
sold  out  the  workers  states  to  imperialism. 

In  June  1989,  WWP  denounced  the 
incipient  political  revolution  in  China's 
Tiananmen  Square  as  "counterrevolution- 
ary” and  supported  its  bloody  repression. 
(Its  split-off  group,  the  Party  for  Social- 
ism and  Liberation,  has  the  same  posi- 
tion.) In  May  of  that  year,  organized 
workers  contingents  Maned  to  participate 
in  the  Tiananmen  protests,  which  had 
begun  among  student  youth.  The  threat  of 
a general  strike  led  the  CCP  to  declare 
martial  law.  but  for  two  weeks  this  was 
not  implemented  by  the  army. 

As  governmental  authority  in  Beijing 
evaporated,  workers  groups  began  to  take 
on  responsibility  for  public  safely,  taking 
over  essential  .services  like  transporting 
food  and  other  vital  necessities.  A group 
of  PLA  generals  sent  a letter  of  protest  to 
Deng  Xiaoping.  The  army  was  politically 
splitting — not  horizontally,  as  happens  in 
a social  revolution  where  the  ranks  split 
from  the  officers,  but  vertically,  an  aspect 
of  the  bureaucracy  collapsing.  Other 
troops  loyal  to  Deng  were  finally  brought 
in  and  crushed  the  rebellion.  The  Chinese 
proletariat  needed — but  did  not  have — a 
revolutionary  leadership  that  could  have 
led  decisive  action  at  a critical  moment  in 
history.  Tlte  job  of  a vanguard  party  is  to 
prepare  for  such  moments. 

The  events  in  China  directly  impacted 
the  mass  upsurge  against  bureaucratic 
rule  in  East  Germany  (the  DDR)  that 
began  later  that  year,  which  also  posed 
poinlblank  the  need  for  a Leninist  party 
to  lead  the  fight  for  the  rule  of  workers 
and  soldiers  councils.  The  ICL.  in  our 
most  significant  intervention,  fought  for 
the  revolutionary  reunification  of  Ger- 
many— workers  political  revolution  in  the 
DDR  combined  with  socialist  revolution 
in  West  Germany.  The  power  of  our  Trot- 
skyist program  was  shown  in  East  Berlin 
on  3 January  1990  when  our  comrades 
addressed  a quarier-million-strong  dem- 
onstration called  to  honor  the  Soviet  Red 
Army  soldiers  who  liberated  the  DDR 
from  the  Nazis.  We  initiated  the  call  for 
this  mobilization,  which  was  taken  up  by 
the  ruling  Stalinists  because  they  feared 
how  our  program  had  resonated  among 
the  East  Berlin  workers  and  felt  com- 
pelled to  mobilize  their  base.  In  the  end. 
(he  Moscow  and  East  Berlin  Stalinists 
surrendered  the  DDR  to  the  West  German 
imperialists.  As  we  wrote  in  our  jour- 
nal ((English-language  edition] 

No.  47-48.  Winter  1992-93).  “although 
shaped  by  the  disproportion  of  forces, 
there  was  in  fact  a contest  between  the 
continued  on  page  II 
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Food  distribution  in  a Florida  church  in  March.  With  higher  food  prices  and 
rising  unemployment,  more  and  more  working  people  are  struggling  to  make 
ends  meet. 


Elections... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 

bureaucracy  was  the  political  basis  on 
which  the  West  Coast  port  shutdown  by 
the  ILWU  longshore  union  on  May  Day 
this  year  against  the  U.S.  occupation  of 
Iraq  (but  not  of  Afghanistan)  was  carried 
out.  Occurring  amid  ongoing  contract 
negotiations  with  the  Pacific  Maritime 
Association,  this  action  was  a powerful 
display  of  union  muscle  to  the  shipping 
bosses,  But  it  was  wrapped  in  red-white- 
and-blue  American  chauvinism  by  the 
ILWU  International  bureaucracy  and  sub- 
ordinated to  the  union  tops’  endorsement 
of  Obama  for  president.  At  the  San  Fran- 
cisco May  Day  rally,  which  was  politi- 
cally dominated  by  speakers  from  the 
Democratic  and  Green  parties,  an  ILWU 
Local  10  official  read  out  a statement  from 
International  President  Bob  McElIrath 
declaring.  “We're  standing  up  for  Amer- 
ica. we’re  supporting  the  troops....  We’re 
loyal  to  America."  Such  vile  "America 
first”  chauvinism  is  a pledge  of  allegiance 
to  the  bloody  U.S.  occupiers  against  the 
peoples  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

Welfare  for  the  Super  Rich 

Writing  in  1918,  Bolshevik  leader  V.  I, 
Lenin  noted  in  The  Proletarian  Revolu- 
tion and  the  Renegade  Kautsky  that  elec- 
tions "never  decide  important  questions 
under  bourgeois  democracy,  which  are 
decided  by  the  stock  exchange  and 
banks.”  No  matter  who’s  in  the  White 
House  come  January,  the  current  eco- 
nomic crash  and  bum  will  be  used  to  jus- 
ti^  a massive  “redistribution  of  income" 
— out  of  taxpayers’  paychecks  and  into 
the  coffers  of  Wall  Street  fat  cats.  Both 


presidential  candidates  united  behind  the 
Bush  administration’s  $700  billion  plan 
to  bail  out  banks  by  buying  up  subprime 
mortgages  and  other  "toxic”  assets  on 
their  books.  Yet  bank  lending  remained 
virtually  frozen,  threatening  a worldwide 
economic  collapse.  Last  week,  the  Bush 
administration  switched  gears  and  decided 
to  pour  $250  billion  into  major  U.S.  banks 
in  return  for  ownership  shares,  thus  par- 
tially nationalizing  the  banking  system. 

Right-wing  bourgeois  politicians  today 
absurdly  denounce  the  recent  bailouts  as 
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“socialism.”  There  is  nothing  either  new 
or  socialist  about  them.  Capitalism  has 
always  worked  to  socialize  the  bour- 
geoisie’s losses,  while  the  exploiters  appro- 
priate the  profits  for  themselves.  Accord- 
ing to  a tally  by  the  New  York  Times 
(18  October),  money  allocated  by  the 
government  for  potential  use  in  bailout 
schemes  totals  a stupefying  $5.1  trillion 
— an  amount  equal  to  more  than  a third  of 
the  yearly  output  of  the  U.S.  economy! 

Where  is  such  a staggering  sum  of 
money  going  to  come  from?  In  the  long 
term,  it  will  ultimately  have  to  be  paid 
by  working  people.  In  the  short  term,  it 
will  be  financed  by  deficit  spending — 
that  is,  by  increased  government  borrow- 

o 

^ Woman  in  Miami 
applying  for 
restoration  of 
her  voting  rights 
after  being 
released  from  . 
prison.  Over 
five  million 
convicted  felons 
cannot  vote, 
many  of  them 
victims  of  racist 
“war  on  drugs” 
which  has  been 
supported  by 
Democrats  as 
well  as 
Republicans. 

ing  on  world  financial  markets — thus 
greatly  increasing  the  instability  of  what 
we  have  called  “the  debt-ridden  financial 
house  of  cards  that  is  the  capitalist  econ- 
omy" (see  the  three-part  series.  “Capital- 
ism U.S.A.."  WV  Nos.  910-912.  14  and 
28  March  and  11  April).  Meanwhile,  in 
their  final  debate  on  October  15.  we  saw 
Obama  and  McCain  fill  their  time  with 
endless  sparring  over  whether  some  guy 
called  “Joe  the  Plumber"  should  pay  a 
little  bit  more  in  taxes  if  he  makes  over  a 
quarter  million  bucks  a year! 

The  Obama  campaign  has  been  the 
beneficiary  of  the  ongoing  economic  cri- 
sis. It's  a familiar  seesaw.  Franklin  Del- 
ano Roosevelt  won  in  an  upset  in  1932 
because  of  the  Great  Depression;  Ken- 
nedy promised  to  “get  the  country  mov- 
ing again"  after  eight  years  of  Eisen- 
hower “do-nothing"  Republicanism  and 
went  on  to  lead  the  bipartisan  "crusade 
against  Communism,"  from  the  failed 
Bay  of  Pigs  invasion  of  Cuba  to  imperial- 
ist escalation  in  Vietnam.  Bill  Clinton 
took  over  after  the  Reagan/Bush  “decade 
of  greed”  culminated  in  the  then-longest 
recession  since  the  1930s.  And  now  it 
appears  that  Obama  has  a shot  after  eight 
years  of  George  W.  Bush’s  reign,  surely 
one  of  the  most  venal,  stupid  and  sadistic 
presidencies  in  this  country’s  history. 
From  “health  care  reform"  to  education 
and  taxation  policy,  Obama  has  promoted 
himself  as  a politician  who  will  stand  for 
the  interests  of  “hard-working  families.” 
In  fact,  his  job  will  be  to  run  U.S.  capital- 
ism and  keep  working  people,  blacks, 
immigrants  and  all  the  oppressed  down. 


One  need  only  look  to  the  numerous 
black  Democrats  who  were  elected  as 
mayors  in  major  urban  areas.  They  served 
to  enforce  austerity  measures  against  the 
exploited  and  oppressed,  a role  embodied 
in  the  statement  by  former  New  York  City 
mayor  David  Dinkins:  “They’ll  take  it 
from  me.”  Obama  simply  seeks  to  become 
the  overseer  for  the  whole  plantation. 

Nonetheless,  the  possibility  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  first  black  president,  whatever 
his  actual  policies,  will  propel  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  black  voters  to  sup- 
port Obama.  The  unprecedented  number 
of  voter  registrations,  mostly  in  support 
of  Obama,  promise  an  unusually  high 
turnout  for  this  election.  In  this.  Obama 
performs  a great  service  to  the  capitalist 
order  by  reinforcing  illusions  in  the  shell 
game  of  bourgeois  electoral  politics.  Like 
the  myth  that  if  you  own  some  stock  (now 
probably  worthless)  then  you’re  a capital- 
ist. the  fact  that  you  and  billionaire  War- 
ren Buffett  both  have  one  vote  is  sup- 
posed to  make  us  all  equal.  Such  myths 
are  likewise  promoted  by  bourgeois 
“third  parties,”  which  serve  to  dissipate 
and  channel  social  discontent  into  bour- 
geois electoralism;  and  in  the  case  of 
“progressive"  or  liberal  movements,  back 
into  the  Democratic  Party.  Green  Party 
presidential  candidate  Cynthia  McKin- 
ney’s appeal  in  her  nomination  accep- 
tance speech  that  “whatever  it  is  that  we 
want  In  the  realm  of  public  policy,  we  can 
get  if  we  have  the  right  elected  officials  in 
office.”  is  a lie  and  a hoax. 

Obama  offers  a much-needed  facelift 
for  U.S.  imperialism  and  for  “the  Ameri- 
can dream"  that  “anybody  can  grow  up 
to  be  President."  Such  powerful  mythol- 
ogy is  an  invaluable  distraction  from  the 
current  chaotic  disaster  of  capitalism, 
serving  to  reinforce  illusions  in  the  trap- 
pings of  American  bourgeois  democracy. 

In  ancient  Athens,  democracy  was 
meant  for  the  slave-owning  class — a con- 
cept near  and  dear  to  America’s  founding 
fathers,  many  themselves  slaveowners. 
Democracy  under  capitalism  is  nothing 
but  democracy  for  the  capitalist  rulers  It 
is  the  means  by  which  the  bourgeoisie 
disguises  its  rule  with  the  appearance  of 
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a popular  mandate.  As  Bolshevik  leader 
V.  1.  Lenin  captured  it  in  his  1917  work. 
The  State  and  Revolution.  "To  decide 
once  every  few  years  which  member -of 
the  ruling  class  is  to  repress  and  crush  the 
people  through  parliament — this  is  the  real 
es.sence  of  bourgeois  parliamentarism." 

With  Obama  ahead  in  the  polls,  the 
Republicans  are  trying  every  dirty  trick 
in  the  book  to  pare  down  the  number  of 
voters.  It  worked  in  2000  in  Florida  and 
in  2004  in  Ohio,  though  certainly  the 
Democrats  are  no  strangers  to  voter  fraud. 
One  could  say  that  this  old  Ameri- 
can “art"  was  perfected  by  Democratic 
Party  machines  in  cities  like  New  York 
(Tammany  Hall)  and  Chicago  (the  Daley 
machine — “vote  early,  vote  often" — which 
helped  Kennedy  to  his  narrow  win  in 
1960).  This  time  around,  there  are  the 
usual  shenanigans  involving  paperless 
electronic  voting  machines  and  voters 
being  dropped  off  registration  rolls.  The 
Republicans  are  also  going  after  the  non- 
profit group  ACORN,  which  has  regis- 
tered 1.3  million  new  voters,  many  of 
them  minorities  and  poor  people.  McCain 
inanely  declared  during  the  third  presi- 
dential debate  that  ACORN  may  be 
“destroying  the  fabric  of  democracy”! 

But  it  is  mass  incarceration  that  has 
deprived  some  2 percent  of  the  voting-age 
population  of  the  franchise.  Some  13  per- 
cent of  black  men  are  disenfranchised, 
with  one  in  four  permanently  barred  from 
voting  in  seven  states,  including  nearly 
one-third  of  all  black  men  in  Florida. 
Many  of  the  2.3  million  people  in  Amer- 
ica’s jails  and  prisons— 40  percent  of 
whom  are  black — are  there  as  a result  of 
the  racist  “war  on  drugs."  a war  on  black 
people  that  was  spearheaded  by  Demo- 
crats, including  black  elected  officials. 
We  are  for  the  decriminalization  of  all 
drugs.  We  demand  full  citizenship  rights 
for  all  immigrants  and  the  restoration  of 
all  citizenship  rights  to  prisoners  and  ex- 
“felons."  But  as  we  wrote  in  “Black  Dis- 
enfranchisement and  American  ‘Democ- 
racy’” (WV  No.  833,  1 October  2004); 
“While  the  ballot  is  a fundamental  nght. 
a right  we  tenaciously  defend,  funda- 
mental change  will  not  come  through 
voting.  It  was  not  by  the  ballot  that  slav- 
ery met  its  demise;  it  was  not  by  the  bal- 
lot that  Jim  Crow  was  ended.  Union 
rights  did  not  come  from  Congress  or 
the  president.  All  the  gains  working  peo- 
ple and  black  people  have  made  came 
through  their  seizing  them,  by  mass 
struggles  on  the  battlefields,  in  the  facto- 
ries and  on  the  streets,  from  the  racist 
rulers." 

The  Dirty  Business 
of  U.S.  Politics 

In  America,  the  raw  exploitation  of 
labor  is  stoked  by  fomenting  racial  and 
ethnic  divisions.  One  can  see  that  in  the 
rallies  of  John  McCain  and  his  "pit  bull." 
Alaska  governor  Sarah  Palin,  whose  cam- 
paign style  would  make  Vlad  the  Impaler 
blush.  Palin  has  been  whipping  up  a 
lynch-mob  atmosphere  at  rallies  of  hard- 
core right-wing  Republicans,  with  people 
screaming  “traitor"  and  "kill  him”  about 
Obama.  A Republican  women’s  group  in 
Southern  California's  Inland  Empire  had 
to  issue  an  apology  after  its  president 
sent  out  a newsletter  with  a picture  of 
Obama  on  a mock  food  stamp  replete 
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demonstration  for  Mumla  Abu-Jamal,  April  19. 


with  images  of  watermelon  and  other 
racist  stereotypes.  When  a woman  at  a 
recent  rally  said  she  was  scared  of  Obama 
because  he  was  an  “Arab."  McCain  out- 
rageously replied.  “No.  ma'am,  he’s  a 
decent  family  man."  As  the  Egyptian 
Al-Ahram  Weekly  On-line  (16  October) 
put  it,  “No  commentator  bothered  to  note 
that  he  failed  to  state  that  Arabs  are  also 
decent." 

All  this  underlines  that  without  the 
leadership  of  a Marxist  parly  that  unites 
the  struggles  of  the  multiracial  working 
class  with  the  fight  for  the  rights  of  black 
people,  women,  immigrants  and  all  the 
oppressed,  the  social  discontents  of  this 
society  can  go  in  many,  including  reac- 
tionary. directions.  The  U.S.  is  the  only 
advanced  capitalist  country  in  which  the 
working  class  does  not  have  its  own  politi- 
cal party,  not  even  a reformist  one  like 
the  social-democratic  parties  in  Europe. 
Australia  and  Japan.  In  large  part,  this 
is  because  the  bourgeoisie — abetted  by 
the  pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucrats — has 
been  able  to  successfully  utilize  the  poi- 
son of  racism  to  divide  the  working  class 
and  obscure  the  fundamental  class  divi- 
sions in  this  society.  Whipping  up  racial 
and  ethnic  hatred  has  long  served  the  rul- 
ing class  in  furthering  the  exploitation 
of  all  workers.  As  19th-century  American 
robber  baron  Jay  Gould  boasted:  “I  can 
hire  one  half  of  the  working  class  to  kill 
the  other  half.” 

It  is  only  through  united  and  integrated 
class  struggle  and  the  forging  of  a working- 
class  leadership  that  actively  combats  the 
bourgeois  rulers'  poison  of  chauvinism 


Chicagolst 


ISO-led  protesters  unfurl  banner  at 
Barack  Obama  campaign  rally  at  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  at  Chicago,  Febru- 
ary 2007.  Reformists  push  illusions  In 
Democratic  Party  of  U.S.  imperialism. 

that  racial  divisions  in  this  country  can 
be  overcome.  Key  to  such  a perspective 
is  recognizing  the  centrality  of  the  strug- 
gle against  black  oppression.  The  oppres- 
sion of  black  people  as  a race-color  caste, 
historically  forcibly  segregated  at  the  bot- 
tom of  society,  is  materially  rooted  in  and 
central  to  American  capitalism.  Chattel 
slavery  was  smashed  only  by  blood  and 
iron  in  the  Civil  War,  the  Second  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  Today,  due  to  their  spe- 
cial oppression  and  the  fact  that  they  are 
among  the  most  conscious  and  experi- 
enced in  struggle,  black  workers  are  slated 
to  play  an  exceptional  role  in  the  third, 
socialist,  revolution.  As  we  wrote  in  “The 
Obama  Campaign  and  the  ‘End  of 
Racism'  Myth"  (WVNo.  906. 18  January); 
“As  against  both  liberal  integrationisis 
and  black  nationalists,  our  struggle  for 
black  liberation  is  based  on  the  program 
of  revolutionary  integrationism.  While 
opposing  every  manifestation  of  racist 
oppression,  fighting  in  particular  to  mobi- 
lize the  social  power  of  the  multiracial 
labor  movement,  we  underline  that  full 
equality  for  the  black  masses  requires 
that  the  working  class  rip  the  economy 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  rulers 
and  reorganize  it  on  a socialist  basis. 


Only  then  will  it  be  possible  to  eliminate 
the  material  roots  of  black  oppression 
through  the  integration  of  black  people 
into  an  egalitarian  socialist  society  based 
on  a collectivized  economy  with  jobs  and 
quality  housing,  health  care  and  educa- 
tion for  all." 

Down  With  U.S.  imperialism! 

Both  McCain  and  Palin  repeal  the  lie 
that  Obama  has  been  “pallin'  around  with 
terrorists,"  citing  his  supposed  connec- 
tions to  one  Bill  Ayers  (a  connection  first 
pushed  by  Hillary  Clinton  in  trying  to 
knock  out  Obama  in  the  Democratic  pri- 
maries). Ayers,  a former  leader  of  Stu- 
dents for  a Democratic  Society  and  the 
Weather  Underground  in  the  1960s  and 
'70s.  is  an  education  professor  in  Chi- 
cago. Obama's  response  at  the  October  15 
debate  was  to  say:  “Let  me  tell  you  who 
I associate  with....  I associate  with  War- 
ren Buffett  and  former  Fed  Chairman 
Paul  Volcker.  ..  I associate  myself  with 
my  running  mate,  Joe  Biden  or  with  Dick 
Lugar.  the  Republican  ranking  member 
on  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Commit- 
tee. or  General  Jim  Jones,  the  former 
supreme  allied  commander  of  NATO."  In 
other  words,  the  financiers,  political  front 
men  and  military  commanders  in  charge 
of  the  mass  terror  carried  out  by  U.S. 
imperialism  (we  can  also  add  Madeleine 
Albright  and  Cold  War  anti-Communist 
Zbigniew  Brzezinski). 

For  our  part.  we.  unlike  most  of  the 
left,  defended  the  left-radical  Weath- 
ermen against  state  repression  in  the 
1960s  and  ’70s.  while  pointing  out  that 
their  tactics  of  individual  terror — bomb- 
ing the  Pentagon  and  other  U.S.  govern- 
ment buildings — were  self-defeating  (and 
incompetent)  and  counterposed  to  mobi- 
lizing the  masses  of  working  people.  It 
was  the  height  of  the  Vietnam  War.  and 
we.  along  with  thousands  of  young  radi- 
cals, were  for  the  victory  of  the  heroic 
Vietnamese  workers  and  peasants  fighting 
the  U.S.  Like  thousands  of  others,  the 
Weathermen  were  outraged  by  the  mass 
terror  bombing  of  the  Vietnamese  peo- 
ple-carried out  by  the  likes  of  Mc(fain. 
McCain,  who’s  fond  of  singing  “Bomb 
Bomb  Iran."  flew  23  combat  missions 
over  North  Vietnam  as  pan  of  Operation 
Rolling  Thunder,  which  bombed  civil- 
ians. He  undoubtedly  slaughtered  hun- 
dreds, if  not  thousands,  of  Vietnamese, 
and  is  by  all  rights  a war  criminal. 

On  October  19.  Obama  received  the 
endorsement  of  Colin  Powell,  the  former 
chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  of 
the  U.S.  armed  forces  and  the  Secretary 
of  Slate  from  2001  to  2005.  Speaking  on 
NBC’s  Meet  The  Press,  Powell  bemoaned 
the  Republican  Party’s  further  movement 
to  the  right  and  addressed  the  false  accu- 
sation of  Obama  being  a Muslim,  saying. 
“Is  there  something  wrong  with  being  a 
Muslim  in  this  country?  The  answer's 
no.  that's  not  America."  Such  touching 
sentiment — from  the  man  who  led  the 
1 990-9 1 Gulf  War  that  slaughtered  tens  of 
thousands  of  Iraqis  and  who  went  to  the 


United  Nations  to  build  support  for  the 
2003  invasion  and  occupation  of  Iraq, 
which  by  some  estimates  has  led  to  the 
deaths  of  over  650.000  Iraqi  people  (most 
of  them  Muslim).  All  U.S.  troop.s  out  of 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan  now! 

Break  with  the  Democrats! 

Build  a Workers  Party! 

The  ABC  Marxist  principle  of  opposi- 
tion to  all  capitalist  parties  and  their  poli- 
ticians is  regularly  jettisoned  by  the  ref- 
ormist left,  which,  despite  occasional 
criticisms  of  Obama's  positions,  is  work- 
ing for  a Democratic  victory  this  Novem- 
ber either  through  overt  support  to  Obama 
(such  as  by  the  Communist  Party);  or 
via  the  small-time  capitalist  Green  Party, 
which  acts  as  a shill  for  the  Democrats 
(such  as  by  Workers  World  Party);  or 
through  protest  politics  to  pressure  the 
Democrats  (such  as  by  the  International 
Socialist  Organization  [ISO]). 

Then  there's  Progressive  Labor  Parly 
(PL),  which,  notwithstanding  its  “fight 
for  communism"  rhetoric,  has  openly 
declared  that  it  will  “actively  participate 


in  Obama’s  campaign"  to.  of  course, 
"expose  his  true  purposes"  {Challenge, 
26  March).  Taking  their  cue  from  Chal- 
lenge, PL  supporters  have  gone  the  next 
logical  step,  literally  registering  voters 
for  Obama.  Without  comment.  Challenge 
(4  October)  printed  a letter  signed  by  one 
"Red  Registrar”  who  boasts;  “1  helped 
out  at  a voter  registration  drive  in  my 
neighborhood  that  I found  out  about 
through  BarackObama.com"! 

Meanwhile,  the  headline  of  a 16  Octo- 
ber online  editorial  by  the  ISO's  Social- 
ist Worker  bemoans,  "Why  Won't  Obama 
Back  a Real  Jobs  Plan?”  The  article  itself 
asks.  "If  the  U.S.  government  can  fin 
$700  billion  to  buy  up  bad  debts  on  Wall 
Street  and  another  $250  billion  for  a stake 
in  the  biggest  banks,  why  not  spend  some 
money  on  the  government  creating  jobs?" 
Why  not  just  build  heaven  on  earth?  “The 
challenge."  according  to  the  ISO.  "is  to 
build  a working-class  opposition,  inde- 
pendent of  the  mainstream  parties,  which 
can  make  our  demands  heard  and  fell  by 
all  the  politicians  in  Washington.”  This  is 
just  another  version  of  the  classic  refor- 
mist slogan,  “money  for  Jobs,  not  war.” 
Its  premise  is  the  lie  that  the  capitalist 
system  can.  through  protest  and  pressure, 
be  made  to  .serve  the  interests  of  working 
people  and  the  oppressed.  Exploitation, 
oppression  and  war  are  the  priorities  of 
the  capitalist  system.  No  amount  of  pro- 
test or  pressure  can  fundamentally  change 
that.  We  live  under  the  dictatorship  of  capi- 
tal. with  a bourgeois-democratic  facade. 

Capitalist  rule  must  be  replaced  with 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat — i.e.,  a 
workers  government  that  serves  the  inter- 
ests of  working  people  and  the  oppressed. 
Only  through  the  socialist  overthrow  of 
this  deeply  inhumane  capitalist  system 
can  the  vista  of  human  liberation  be 
opened.  Only  when  those  who  labor  rule 
can  the  vast  resources  of  society  be  reor- 
ganized to  put  an  end  to  material  scarcity 
and  the  ideological  backwardness  that 
capitalism  inevitably  generates.  What  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  need  is  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party,  forged  in  class 
struggle — a multiracial  vanguard  party  in 
which  black  workers  will  play  a key  lead- 
ership role.  What  is  necessary  is  the  fight 
for  socialist  revolutions  in  the  U.S.  and 
throughout  the  world.  ■ 
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Washington  Post 

Demonstration  to  “Save  the  Rosenbergs”  in  Paris,  hours  before  they  were 
executed  on  19  June  1953. 


Rosenbergs... 

iconiinued  from  pa^e  12) 

to  Latin  America.  Who  can  douhl  that 
U.S.  imperialism  would  have  destroyed 
Vietnam  totally  with  nuclear  weapons  if 
they  did  not  fear  a retaliatory  Soviet 
•Strike?  Would  Cuba  exist  today  if  the 
U.S.  had  a nuclear  monopoly?  It  is  clear 
that  the  USSR's  advance  to  nuclear 
capacity  and  then  to  nuclear  parity  has 
thus  far  been  instrumental  in  staying  the 
nuclear  hand  of  U.S.  imperialism." 

The  Soviet  Union  wa.s  destroyed  by 
imperialist-backed  counterrevolution,  but 
the  question  posed  by  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution— that  of  the  proletarian  seizure 
of  stale  power — is  as  vital  as  ever.  The 
imperialists  seek  to  rewrite  history  in 
order  to  ensure  that  the  rule  of  capital  is 
never  again  challenged.  We  honor  the 
Rosenbergs*  memory  today,  not  least  in 
our  unconditional  military  defense  of 
the  remaining  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  states — China.  Cuba.  Vietnam 
and  North  Korea — against  imperialist 
attack  and  internal  counterrevolution. 

As  always,  the  Ro.senberg  case  is  used 
to  serve  the  political  needs  of  the  day. 
Sobell's  "confession"  was  leaped  on  by 
the  bourgeois  press  and  bloggers.  "Case 
Closed;  The  Rosenbergs  were  Soviet 
Spies”  trumpeted  an  op-ed  piece  by 
Ronald  Radosh  in  the  La>s  Angeles  Times 
(17  September),  Written  when  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  Socialists  of 
America.  Radosh *s  1983  book  was  a ral- 
lying point  for  the  liberals,  rad-libs  and 
social  democrats  as  they  joined  U.S. 
imperialism's  efforts  to  regiment  the 
population  during  Cold  War  II  against 
the  Soviet  Union.  Today,  Radosh.  por- 
trayed as  an  expert  on  the  Rosenbergs 
case,  is  a neocon.  a loud  voice  in  support 
of  the  "war  on  terrorism"  and  a contribut- 
ing columnist  to  FruniPage  Magazine. 
mouthpiece  of  right-wing  racist  dema- 
gogue David  Horowitz. 

Written  shortly  after  the  FBI  was  given 
new  powers  to  spy  on  and  terrorize  the 
population  in  the  name  of  the  "war  on 
terrorism."  Radosh's  LA.  Times  article 
declares.  "It  is  time  the  ranks  of  the  left 
acknowledge  that  the  United  Slates  had 
(and  has)  real  enemies  and  that  finding 
and  prosecuting  them  is  not  evidence  of 
repression."  Meanwhile,  his  right-wing 
acolytes  have  seized  on  the  Sobell  state- 
ments to  argue  that  death  row  political 
prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — a former 
Black  Panther  Party  spokesman  and  sup- 
porter of  the  MOVE  organization  framed 
up  on  charges  of  killing  Police  Officer 
Daniel  Faulkner  in  1981 — is  guilty.  It  is 
a telling  indictment  of  American  cap- 
italist "Justice"  that  from  the  liberal 
New  York  Times  to  Radosh's  right-wing 
"fringe."  Sobell's  confession  is  accepted 
without  question,  while  the  mountains  of 
evidence  of  Mumia's  innocence,  includ- 
ing the  confession  of  Arnold  Beverly  that 
he.  not  Mumia,  shot  Faulkner,  is  sneered 
at  and  barred  by  court  after  court. 

A Cold  War  Show  Trial 

Like  many  of  their  generation,  the 
Rosenbergs  were  inspired  by  the  author- 
ity and  achievements  of  the  Russian 
Revolution,  which  overthrew  capitalism 
on  one-sixth  of  the  globe  and  created  a 
society  where  those  who  labored  ruled. 
Within  less  than  two  decades,  the  collec- 
tivized and  planned  economy  of  the 
USSR  propelled  a poor  and  backward 
country  into  a world  power,  with  jobs, 
housing,  education  and  medical  care  for 
all.  In  the  1930s,  the  capitalist  world  was 
mired  in  the  Great  Depression,  while  the 
rise  of  fascism  and  the  buildup  for  a sec- 
ond inierimperialist  war  further  exposed 
the  barbarity  of  capitalist  class  rule.  As  a 
teenager.  Julius  became  determined  to 
help  free  labor  leader  Tom  Mooney,  and 
as  a college  freshman  protested  against 
fascist  students  from  Italy  visiting  CCNY. 
Ethel  helped  raise  money  for  refugees 
fleeing  fascist  terror  during  the  Spanish 
Civil  War.  Both  were  active  trade  union- 
ists— Ethel  in  the  clerical  workers  union 
and  Julius  as  an  organizer  for  the  Federa- 
tion of  Architects.  Engineers.  Chemists 
and  Technicians  until  he  was  fired  from 
his  job  in  1945  for  membership  in  the 


U.S.  Communist  Party  (CP). 

The  Rosenbergs  looked  for  political 
leadership  to  the  Stalinized  CP,  a prod- 
uct of  the  degeneration  of  the  Soviet 
workers  slate  and  Communist  Interna- 
tional. Ardent  believers  in  the  disastrous 
Stalinist  popular  front  against  fascism, 
the  Rosenbergs  were  typical  of  "progres- 
sives" who  hoped  for  a U.S.-Soviet  alli- 
ance to  continue  after  World  War  II.  CP 
leader  Earl  Browder  declared,  “Commu- 
nism is  20th  Century  Americanism. " But 
the  U.S.  ruling  class  didn't  see  it  that  way. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Rosenbergs  were 
political  scapegoats  tried  as  “atom  spies" 
because  U.S.  imperialism  lost  its  nuclear 
monopoly,  and  with  it  the  capacity  for 
nuclear  blackmail  against  the  Soviets. 
Two  months  after  Washington  dropped 
A-bombs  on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  in 
1945,  the  Pentagon  mapped  out  a plan  to 
launch  a nuclear  attack  on  20  Soviet 
cities.  Throughout  the  next  few  years,  the 
U.S.  repeatedly  threatened  to  nuke  Rus- 
sia during  early  confrontations  in  the 
Cold  War — in  1946,  in  1948  over  Berlin, 
again  in  1950  over  Korea.  FBI  chief  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  seized  on  the  Soviets' 
August  1949  atomic  lest  to  unleash  his 
army  of  G-men  to  hunt  down  the  "atom 
spies"  in  the  hopes  of  launching  a series 
of  show  trials  to  frame  up  the  CP  for  espi- 
onage. They  went  on  frequent  fishing  ex- 
peditions hoping  to  force  "confessions" 
and  to  get  the  confessors  to  falsely  point 
the  finger  at  other  CPers. 

Government  prosecutors  have  since 
admitted  that  the  arrest  and  threat  of  exe- 
cution of  Ethel  Rosenberg  was  intended 
solely  to  force  Julius  to  break  down  and 
"confess."  In  the  last  minutes  of  their 
lives,  a U.S.  Marshal  stood  outside  the 
execution  chamber,  waiting  for  a nod 
from  either  of  them  indicating  that  they 
would  “confess”  and  “name  names."  Two 
FBI  agents  wailed  by  a special  phone 
with  an  open  line  to  Attorney  General 
Brownell,  ready  to  call  off  the  execution 
if  the  Rosenbergs  capitulated  and  allowed 
the  government  to  use  them  as  it  had 
other  finks  and  turncoats.  But  the  Rosen- 
bergs refused  to  bow. 

Fully  aware  that  there  was  no  case 
against  the  Rosenbergs  for  espionage,  the 
government  got  them  on  the  classic 
frame-up  charge — “conspiracy."  The  gov- 
ernment knew  that  the  Rosenbergs  did  not 
“steal  the  secret  of  the  atomic  bomb." 
In  fact  there  was  no  "secret.”  J.  Robert 
Oppenheimer,  the  physicist  in  charge 
of  designing  the  first  atomic  bomb, 
pointed  out.  “There  are  no  unpublished 
secrets  concerning  atomic  weapons,  and 
ao  secrets  of  nature  available  to  a few.” 
Judge  Irving  Kaufman,  upon  pronounc- 
ing the  death  sentence,  accused  the 
Rosenbergs  of  “treason  " It  did  not  matter 
that  according  to  the  U.S.  Constitution, 
"treason,”  a capital  crime,  is  defined  as 
giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  in 
wartime.  The  USSR  was  an  allv  of  the 
U.S.  in  1944  when  the  “crime"  suppos- 
edly look  place! 

It  was  hardly  coincidental  that  the 
judge,  the  lead  prosecutor,  Irving  Saypol, 
and  the  key  witnesses  were  Jewish,  cho- 
sen in  a transparent  effort  to  cover  up  the 


stench  of  anti-Semitism  surrounding  the 
trial  (.see  “The  Political  Execution  of 
Julius  and  Ethel  Rosenberg."  WV  No. 
626,  28  July  1995).  Two  self-confessed 
perjurers  sent  them  to  the  chair — Ethel 
Rosenberg’s  brother  David  Greenglass 
and  Philadelphia  chemist  Harry  Gold, 
supposedly  a Soviet  spy  courier.  Gold 
admitted  at  the  trial  to  having  become 
“so  tangled  up  in  a web  of  lies. ..it  is  a 
wonder  steam  didn't  come  out  of  my 
ears."  and  never  even  testified  to  having 
met  or  known  Julius  or  Ethel  Rosenberg. 

Greenglass.  who  had  apparently  stolen 
a piece  of  uranium  while  working  as  an 
army  technician  at  the  Los  Alamos 
nuclear  facility  in  1945,  set  his  sister  and 
her  husband  up  as  fall  guys.  Greenglass 
testified  that,  after  being  recruited  to  a 
spy  ring  by  Julius,  he  had  handed 
sketches  of  the  atomic  bomb  to  Soviet 
spy  courier  Gold,  claiming  to  have 
learned  the  A-bomb  “secret"  by  over- 
hearing conversations  of  scientists  pass- 
ing through  the  machine  shop  at  Los 
Alamos.  Greenglass  implicated  his  sister 
with  testimony  that  she  typed  up  the 
notes  for  Julius.  That  Greenglass’  testi- 
mony was  perjured  was  proven  yet  again 
in  recently  released  grand  jury  testimony 
of  his  wife  Ruth  Greenglass.  who  testi- 
fied that  she  wrote  up  the  notes.  The 
only  hard  "evidence"  against  the  Rosen- 
bergs introduced  at  the  trial  was  a contri- 
bution box  found  in  their  home  for  Span- 
ish Civil  War  refugees  and  Ethel's 
signature  on  a petition  for  a Communist 
candidate  for  New  York  City  Council. 

Liberals  and  Social  Democrats 
Witchhunt  Reds 

While  his  name  has  become  a synonym 
for  eviscerating  the  democratic  rights  of 
individuals  and  organizations  based  on 
their  political  views  and  associations, 
Wisconsin  Senator  Joe  McCarthy  was  at 
first  a fringe  development  in  the  anti- 


Coinmunist  hysteria.  The  political  basis 
of  the  post  World  War  11  witchhunt  was 
set  by  the  Cold  War  liberal.s.  As  early  as 
1947.  Democratic  president  Harry  Tru- 
man put  in  place  a loyalty  board  to  screen 
all  government  employees,  and  the  purge 
of  left-wing  militants  from  the  CIO  be- 
gan. That  same  year  Congress  enacted  the 
strikebreaking  Taft-Hartley  law.  which, 
in  addition  to  outlawing  such  labor  weap- 
ons as  secondary  strikes,  barred  Commu- 
nists from  union  office.  It  was  the  pro- 
Truman  anii-Communists,  among  them 
Democrat  Hubert  Humphrey  and  United 
Auto  Workers  head  Walter  Reuther  who 
founded  the  Americans  for  Democratic 
Action  in  1947  to  drive  the  CP  and  radi- 
cals out  of  the  unions. 

Some  25.000  union  members,  many  of 
them  key  leaders  of  the  CIO  organizing 
drives  of  the  1930s.  were  purged  from 
the  labor  movement,  in  some  cases  lead- 
ing to  the  destruction  of  whole  unions. 
Thousands  of  others  were  tracked  down 
by  the  FBI  and  driven  from  their  jobs, 
only  to  continue  to  be  hounded  and  witch- 
hunted  due  to  secret  employer  blacklists. 
The  1950  McCarran  Act,  named  for 
the  Democratic  Senator  from  Nevada, 
legitimized  secret  FBI  record  keeping 
on  “subversive"  individuals  and  called 
for  the  registration  of  organizations  and 
individuals  who  purportedly  “advocated 
violent  overthrow"  of  the  government. 
It  also  provided  for  the  deportation 
of  non-citizens  who  had  been  Commu- 
nists at  any  time  in  their  lives.  Hun- 
dreds of  Communists  were  jailed.  Nearly 
12.000  people  were  listed  on  a “Security 
Index"  kept  by  FBI  national  headquarters 
and  another  17.000  on  the  "Communist 
Index,"  while  FBI  field  offices  held  lists 
of  an  additional  200,000  considered  to 
constitute  a danger  in  times  of  “national 
emergency."  Humphrey  sponsored  the 
1954  Communist  Control  Act  outlawing 
the  CP.  and  amended  the  McCarran  Act 
to  set  up  concentration  camps  for  “sub- 
versives" in  the  U.S. 

The  liberal  Cold  Warriors  shared  the 
same  enemy.  Communism,  but  thought 
that  McCarthy  overreached — he  went  af- 
ter the  "innocent”  liberals  along  with  the 
“guilty.”  When  the  names  of  Cold  War 
liberals  were  added  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral’s Subversives  List,  the  liberals  dumped 
McCarthy.  The  liberals  and  social  demo- 
crats wanted  their  civil  liberties  and  their 
witchhunt  too. 

Playing  a parallel  role  was  the  Inde- 
pendent Socialist  League  (ISL)  of  Max 
Shachtman.  successor  to  the  Workers 
Party.  The  founders  of  the  Workers  Party 
had  split  toward  social  democracy  from 
the  SWP  in  1940  over  their  refusal  to 
defend  the  Soviet  Union  against  imperial- 
ism, The  ISL.  a precursor  to  the  Interna- 
tional Sociali-st  Organization  (ISO),  sup- 
ported the  expulsions  of  the  CP-Ied 
unions  from  the  CIO.  Shachtman.  clearly 
expressing  the  need  to  join  forces  with 
Reuther,  declared  that  workers  “should 
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follow  the  general  line,  inside  the  labor 
movement,  of  supporting  the  reformist 
officialdom  against  the  Stalinist  official- 
dom'* {New  International,  September 
1949).  Shachtman  proclaimed.  “Stalin- 
ism is  the  most  virulent  poison  that  has 
ever  coursed  through  the  veins  of  the 
working  class  and  its  movement.  The 
work  of  eliminating  it  makes  the  first 
claim  on  the  attention  of  every  militant." 
The  anti-red  purge  installed  a venal  pro- 
imperialist union  leadership  that  abetted 
the  bosses  in  fostering  racial  divisions 
and  presided  over  the  decimation  of  the 
unions  for  decades. 

Shachtman’s  ISL  refused  to  come  out 
for  commutation  of  the  Rosenbergs'  sen- 
tence until  just  before  the  execution.  In 
the  Bay  Area  branch,  where  a vote  to 
support  commutation  of  the  death  sen- 
tence lost  by  a single  vote,  the  right-wing 
"hang  the  spies"  faction  was  destroyed 
when  confronted  with  Shachtman ‘s  wire 
to  President  Eisenhower  asking  to  com- 
mute the  sentence.  Writing  in  the  name 
of  “an  independent  socialist  organization 
which  has  been  uncompromising  in  its 
struggle  against  Stalinism."  Shachtman 
assured  Eisenhower  that  their  concern 
arose  only  from  the  death  penalty  which 
"gives  worldwide  Stalinism  an  effective 
weapon"  (Labor  Action.  22  June  1953). 
Still,  there  was  a hue  and  cry  in  the  party 
against  the  decision,  as  letters  poured  in 
to  Labor  Action  bitterly  complaining  of 
Shachtman's  "capitulation"  and  of  “this 
belated  jump  into  the  ‘super-liberal’ 
bandwagon. ..that  hangs  on  the  Stalinist 
coattails.” 

The  Shachtmanites  were  visceral  anti- 
communists. But  most  of  the  left,  in- 
cluding the  SWP.  failed  to  immediately 
rally  to  the  Rosenbergs’  defense  for 
other  reasons.  This  was  a time  when  left- 
ist militants  were  being  tried  and  sent  to 
prison  for  long  stretches  based  on  noth- 
ing but  their  libraries;  Congressmen  were 
calling  to  make  CP  membership  a capital 
crime  and  the  government  was  looking 
to  brand  left  organizations,  particularly 
the  CP.  as  espionage  agents.  Civil  rights 
activist  Carl  Braden  was  Jailed  for  "state 
sedition"  after  he  and  his  wife  sold  a 
house  to  a black  family  in  a white  neigh- 
borhood of  Louisville.  Kentucky.  Paul 


Chicago... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

further  work,  the  apprentices  can  be  fired 
immediately  for  any  infraction  including 
a single  late  arrival  to  work.  The  CTA 
refuses  to  train  them  in  transferable  skills 
necessary  to  do  the  job.  from  obtaining 
a commercial  driver’s  license  to  using 
computers.  Additionally,  they  cannot  enter 
programs  available  to  the  rest  of  the  ser- 
vicers to  learn  mechanics’  skills  that 
can  help  them  advance  in  the  industry. 
Instead,  the  company,  backed  by  the  ATU 
tops,  has  created  semi-supervisory  posi- 
tions for  full  union  members  to  assist 
management  in  overseeing  its  modern- 
day  version  of  chain-gang  labor,  Down 
with  this  “straw  boss”  position! 

There  must  be  a political  struggle  to 
oust  the  pro-capitalist  ATU  bureaucrats, 
who  have  aided  and  abetted  the  bosses’ 
union-busting  program.  Transit  workers 
told  Workers  Vanguard  that  when  the 
plan  was  introduced  to  bus  maintenance 


China... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

ICL  program  of  political  revolution  and 
the  Stalinist  program  of  capitulation  and 
counterrevolution." 

Today,  the  same  fake-left  groups  who 
backed  the  forces  of  counterrevolution  in 
the  USSR  and  East  Europe  tail  the  CIA- 
backed  movement  for  an  independent 
Tibet,  They  are  actually  to  the  right  of  the 
Dalai  Lama,  who  says  he  is  for  "cultural 
autonomy"  within  China!  While  the 
American  RCP  claims  that  capitalism  has 
been  restored  in  China,  the  ISO  claims 
China  has  always  been  capitalist. 


Robeson,  the  acclaimed  black  actor  and 
vocalist,  was  one  of  the  many  stripped  of 
their  passports  and  banned  from  leaving 
the  country  for  years.  The  renowned 
filmmaker  Charlie  Chaplin,  a British  citi- 
zen. was  barred  from  re-entering  the 
U.S. 

As  for  the  CP.  it  did  not  even  mention 
the  case  until  after  the  trial  was  over  and 
the  death  .sentence  had  already  been 
handed  down.  When  the  CP  did  take  up 
the  case,  it  neither  denounced  the  politi- 
cal frame-up  nor  defended  the  Rosen- 
bergs as  victims  of  the  capitalist  state.  It 
merely  accused  the  government  of  “bad 
faith"  similar  to  it.s  refusal  "to  negotiate 
peace  in  Korea"  (Daily  Worker.  6 April 
1951).  The  CP’s  betrayal  was  not  simply 
one  of  defen.se  policy  over  the  Rosen- 
bergs’ case.  The  CP  betrayed  the  work- 
ing clas.s  with  its  program  of  class  col- 
laboration. its  policy  of  tailing  the 
"progressive"  bourgeoisie.  By  the  end  of 
World  War  11.  the  CP  found  itself  with- 
out allies  when  it  was  no  longer  useful 
for  the  bourgeoisie  to  continue  the  popu- 
lar front  forged  during  the  "Great  Patri- 
otic War  Against  Fascism."  Years  of  class 


collaboration  behind  Roosevelt — the  no- 
strike pledge,  scabbing  on  strikes  and 
betrayal  of  the  fight  for  black  rights  dur- 
ing the  Second  World  War— closed  off 
the  possibility  of  effectively  mobilizing 
the  labor  movement  against  repression. 
As  the  Cold  War  McCarthy  period 
ensued,  the  CP  found  itself  totally  aban- 
doned by  its  “progressive"  friends. 

Even  had  the  CP  moved  sooner  and 
with  more  energy,  it  is  not  likely  they 
could  have  saved  the  Rosenbergs  from 
a government  intent  on  killing  them. 
Against  the  Stalinists'  vapid  talk  of  “bad 
faith"  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.  government, 
it  was  the  SWP  that  correctly  recognized 
the  anti-Soviet  centrality  of  the  Rosen- 
berg trial  and  hailed  the  USSR’s  nuclear 
capacity — an  important  act  demonstrat- 
ing considerable  political  courage  in  that 
period.  Though  the  SWP  could  have  rec- 
ognized the  political  character  of  the 
Rosenberg  ca.se  sooner  and  sounded  the 
alarm  earlier  and  louder,  the  defense 
record  of  the  SWP  was  generally  excel- 
lent. They  protested  the  1949  Smith  Act 
prosecutions  of  the  CP.  undeterred  by  the 
vicious  sectarianism  which  led  the  CP  to 
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this  summer  union  reps  toured  the  loca- 
tions with  management  to  help  sell  the 
rotten  deal  to  the  members.  American 
socialist  Daniel  De  Leon  captured  the 
treachery  of  the  U.S.  labor  officialdom 
more  than  a century  ago.  popularizing 
the  description  of  them  as  "labor  lieuten- 
ants of  the  capitalist  class.”  Today,  some 
union  leaders  are  acting  more  like  low- 
wage  labor  contractors  than  even  labor 
lieutenants  for  the  bosses. 

Under  the  watch  of  the  current  ATU 
leadership  and  their  predecessors.  Chi- 
cago transit  workers  have  been  subjected 
to  a slicing  and  dicing  of  the  workforce, 
including  the  introduction  of  part-time 
work  and  wage  tiers,  two  separate  ATU 
locals  and  multiple  craft  unions.  Every 
fissure  allows  the  bosses  to  drive  a wedge 
between  workers  so  they  can  roll  back 
the  wages  and  conditions  of  all  union 
members. 

The  union  misleaders’  entire  strategy 
rests  on  a program  of  class  collaboration, 
principally  through  herding  votes  for  the 
capitalist  Democratic  Party.  It  was  Dem- 


ocratic president  Bill  Clinton  who  in  the 
I990s  greatly  expanded  union-busting 
"workfare"  schemes,  which  drafted  the 
ghetto  and  barrio  poor  on  a large  scale  to 
work  as  slave  labor  in  formerly  unionized 
municipal  jobs.  Today  in  stark  contrast  to 
mobilizing  the  power  of  the  union  to 
defend  the  membership  against  attacks 
and  givebacks,  the  ATU  bureaucrats  are 
churning  out  thousands  of  "ATU  Supports 
Obama”  buttons. 

This  goes  hand  in  hand  with  their 
established  practice  of  voluntarily  sub- 
mitting the  union  to  binding  arbitration, 
which  is  designed  to  head  off  strikes, 
whenever  a contract  is  up.  They  peddle 
the  lie  that  the  ruling  class  and  the  work- 
ing class  have  common  interests. 

The  way  forward  in  the  face  of 
schemes  to  divide  and  weaken  the  union 
is  to  unite  behind  a program  of  class 
struggle  in  opposition  to  the  Democratic 
Party  and  all  other  parties  and  agencies  of 
the  class  enemy.  The  labor  tops  treat  the 
membership  as  little  more  than  a dues 
base,  as  is  graphically  shown  in  the  case 


The  group  called  the  “Bolshevik  Ten- 
dency" (BT).  which  occasionally  claims 
to  defend  China,  argues  that  “a  revolu- 
tionary government  in  China  would  signal 
its  willingness  to  coexist  with  Tibet’s  tra- 
ditional ruling  caste”  as  long  as  the  latter 
"retain  popular  support”  (1917,  2004). 
Mao  tried  a similar  conciliationist  policy 
in  the  1950s  when  the  Dalai  Lama  was  in 
Tibet,  which  helped  to  foster  the  counter- 
revolutionary uprising  in  1959.  The  BT’s 
call  for  "coexistence"  with  the  lamas 
dovetails  with  the  “Free  Tibet”  machina- 
tions of  the  imperialists  and  their  social- 
democratic  lackeys.  No  less  than  the 
groups  who  denounce  China  as  capitalist, 
the  BT  in  its  own  small  way  aids  the 


cause  of  pro-imperialist  counterrevolu- 
tion in  China. 

The  CCP  under  Mao  in  the  1950s 
effectively  pursued  a nationalist  policy 
of  “one  country,  two  systems”  in  Tibet. 
Today  it  pursues  this  policy  toward  Tai- 
wan. especially  since  the  March  election 
victory  there  of  the  Guomindang.  the 
party  of  counterrevolution.  The  ICL 
fights  for  the  program  of  revolutionary 
reunification  of  Taiwan  with  the  main- 
land— for  socialist  revolution  on  the 
i.sland.  as  well  as  the  expropriation  of 
Hong  Kong  capitalists,  and  proletarian 
political  revolution  on  the  mainland.  We 
fight  for  new  October  Revolutions  in  the 
capitalist  world. 


applaud  the  first  use  of  the  Smith  Act 
in  1941  against  the  Trotskyists  for  their 
principled  opposition  to  their  “own"  rul- 
ers. While  unconditionally  defending  the 
USSR  during  the  Second  World  War.  the 
SWP  courageously  opposed  all  the  impe- 
rialist combatants  in  that  carnage. 

Today.  Sobell's  "confession"  has  left 
the  Rosenbergs'  few  liberal  defenders 
uneasy  and  defensive.  That  is  because 
they  are  hostile  to  the  cause  for  which  the 
Rosenbergs  died.  What  the  liberals  care 
about  is  the  “fairness”  of  the  American 
"justice"  system.  For  Howard  Zinn.  ‘The 
most  important  thing  was  they  did  not  get 
a fair  trial  in  the  atmosphere  of  cold  war 
hysteria"  (New  York  Times,  21  Septem- 
ber). Victor  Navasky.  former  publisher  of 
the  Nation,  told  the  Times,  “I  wish  Morty 
and  Ethel  and  Julius  had  been  open  about 
what  they  had  and  hadn’t  done,  or  in 
Morty ’s  case,  ’come  clean’  before  this.” 
He  added.  “These  guys  thought  they  were 
helping  our  ally  in  wartime,  and  yes.  they 
broke  the  law,  shouldn't  have  done  what 
they  did.  and  should  have  been  propor- 
tionally punished  for  it;  but  the  greater 
betrayal  was  by  the  state.” 

Today.  Shachtman's  heirs  in  the  ISO 
have  published  an  article  "Executed 
to  Send  a Message”  (Socialist  Worker 
online.  30  September)  that  makes  no 
mention  of  the  Democrats'  role  in  the 
Cold  War  witchhunt  or  in  the  Rosen- 
bergs’ prosecution.  The  ISO  ludicrously 
seeks  to  put  distance  between  the  Rosen- 
bergs and  the  CP,  staling,  “by  1943.  they 
were  no  longer  active  in  the  party.”  and 
giving  not  the  slightest  hint  that  they  went 
to  their  deaths  as  supporters  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Small  wonder:  this  is  a group  that 
was  formed  in  opposition  to  the  defense 
of  the  USSR  and  that  hailed  its  counter- 
revolutionary destruction. 

Against  such  liberals  and  renegades, 
we  Trotskyists  fought  to  the  end  in 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
deformed  workers  states  of  East  Europe. 
We  hail  those,  like  the  Rosenbergs.  who 
gave  their  lives  in  defense  of  the  land  of 
October  and  fight  to  disarm  the  rapa- 
cious imperialist  rulers  through  socialist 
revolution.  We  will  not  forget — Honor 
the  heroic  Rosenbergs!  For  new  October 
Revolutions!  U 


of  these  apprentices.  All  workers  who  pay 
dues  must  have  full  union  protection  and 
rights!  Fight  for  one  industrial  union  of 
all  transit  workers! 

As  is  clear  in  the  case  of  this  racist 
union-busting  scheme,  union  rights  and 
black  rights  will  either  march  forward 
together  or  fall  back  separately.  One  of 
the  most  powerful  unions  in  the  city,  the 
heavily  black  and  Latino  ATU  is  in  a stra- 
tegic position  to  take  the  lead.  What  is 
required  is  a fight  for  jobs  for  all — for  a 
shorter  workweek  at  no  loss  in  pay — and 
full  cost-of-living  escalator  clauses  in 
union  contracts.  We  need  a class-struggle 
fight  for  a massive  program  of  public 
works  at  union  wages — for  quality,  inte- 
grated housing  and  schools;  for  massive 
reconstruction  of  roads,  bridges  and  tun- 
nels; for  free,  quality  transit  services;  for 
everything  we  need  for  a decent  life.  Out 
of  these  struggles,  a multiracial  revolu- 
tionary workers  party  will  be  built  that 
leads  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed  in 
the  fight  for  workers  power.  Those  who 
labor  must  ruIelH 


From  the  imperialist  occupations  of 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan  to  the  incarceration 
of  masses  of  black  youth;  from  the  glob- 
al food  crisis  to  poverty  in  capitalist 
America  and  environmental  degradation 
throughout  the  world:  the  only  way  to 
resolve  these  problems  and  eliminate  the 
scarcity  that  condemns  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions to  hunger  and  early  death  is  to  rid 
the  world  of  the  capitalist  system  and 
establish  an  international  planned  econ- 
omy based  on  collectivized  property.  The 
ICL  fights  for  a revolutionary  historical 
perspective:  for  the  communism  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks  and  the  reforg- 
ing of  the  Fourth  International,  party  of 
the  world  revolution'* 
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WOKKeHS  VAMeVAKP 


Cold  War  Ideologues  Want  to  Kill  Them  Again 


Hail  the  Heroic 
Rosen bergs! 


Martyrs  of 

Anti-Soviet  Witchhunt 


Shortly  after  8 p.m.,  on  19  June  1953. 
Julius  and  Ethel  Rosenberg  were  exe- 
cuted in  the  electric  chair  at  New  York's 
Sing  Sing  prison.  Jewish  Communists 
from  New  York,  the  Rosenbergs  were 
framed  up  on  charges  of  '‘conspiring"  to 
pass  the  “secret  of  the  atomic  bomb"  to 
the  Soviet  Union  during  World  War  II, 
when  the  USSR  was  allied  with  the  U.S. 
Their  195!  trial  was  replete  from  begin- 
ning to  end  with  perjured  testimony, 
concocted  evidence,  a heavy  do.se  of 
anti-Semitism  and  a judge  who  illegally 
consulted  with  the  prosecution  before 
meting  out  a sentence  under  provisions 
of  a law  that  didn’t  apply  to  their  case — 
all  against  a backdrop  of  bloodcurdling 
calls  to  “fry  the  Reds." 

Around  the  world,  millions  raised  their 
voices  in  an  outcry  demanding  "justice 
for  the  Rosenbergs."  But  from  the  White 
House  on  down,  the  American  ruling  class 
was  united  in  its  determination  to  make  an 
example  of  these  courageous  leftists  who 
never  renounced  their  .support  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  refused  to  name  names  to  save 
their  lives.  The  great  Soviet  spy  Kim 
Philby,  in  his  book.  My  Silent  War.  rightly 
called  them  “the  brave  Rosenbergs." 

Julius  and  Ethel  Rosenberg  were. exe- 
cuted on  the  altar  of  Cold  War  anti- 
communism. in  which  the  U.S,  rulers 
saw  the  USSR  as  the  main  obstacle  to 
U.S.  imperialist  world  hegemony.  Thus. 
Julius  Rosenberg  was  arrested  three 
weeks  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Korean 
War  and  less  than  a year  after  the  first 
Soviet  A-bomb  test.  Setting  the  tone  for 
the  trial,  the  prosecutor  ranted  in  his 
opening  arguments  that  the  Rosenbergs 
stole  "the  key  to  the  survival  of  this  nation 
and.. .the  peace  of  the  world.”  As  we 
explained  in  our  article  “In  Defense  of  the 
Rosenbergs!"  (WVNo.  86.  21  November 
1975).  following  World  War  II; 

"As  the  predominant  capitalist  power,  the 
U.S..  planning  for  an  ‘American  century.’ 
tore  apart  the  U.S.-Soviet  alliance  and 
prepared  the  ground  for  a nationwide 
anti-red  scare.  When  the  Soviet  Union 
exploded  its  first  nuclear  bomb  in  1949 
and  later  that  same  year  Mao's  Red  Army 
overthrew  capitalism  in  China,  politicians 
like  Richard  Nixon  and  Joseph  McCarthy 
were  building  their  political  careers 
through  a crusade  to  exorcise  'Commu- 
nism' from  American  life.” 

It  was  against  this  backdrop  the  Rosen- 
bergs were  put  to  death. 

The  Rosenberg  Case  and  the 
Russian  Question 

The  horrific  memory  of  this  case  has 
been  nearly  impossible  to  bury.  The  capi- 


talist rulers — often  with  liberals  and 
social  democrats  taking  the  lead — have 
found  the  need  to  frame  up  and  execute 
the  Rosenbergs  again  and  again.  On  the 
one  hand  they  seek  to  defend  the  secret 
police,  prosecution,  judiciary  and  highest 
federal  authorities  who  framed  them.  On 
the  other,  the  Rosenberg  case  was.  and 
still  is.  the  question  of  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution. The  1917  seizure  of  power  by  the 
Bolshevik-led  Russian  working  class  was 
the  greatest  event  of  human  history,  and 
its  counterrevolutionary  destruction  in 
1 99 1 -92.  after  decades  of  Stalinist  bureau- 
cratic misrule,  a world-historic  catastro- 
phe. America’s  imperialist  rulers,  the  most 


dangerous  in  history,  would  like  to  wipe 
out  of  the  consciousness  of  the  proletariat 
and  the  oppressed  any  attachment  to  the 
program  or  ideals  of  communism — and 
that  means  driving  a slake  through  the 
memory  of  those  martyred  in  defense  of 
the  land  of  the  October  Revolution. 

Today,  with  the  financial  crash  leading 
the  international  capitalist  economy  into 
a freefall.  the  massive  unpopularity  of 
the  U.S.  Qccupation  of  Iraq,  the  flounder- 
ing occupation  of  Afghanistan,  the  U.S. 
bourgeoisie  seized  on  a chance  to  fry  the 
Rosenbergs  again.  The  latest  exhumation 
and  assassination  was  sparked  by  an 
interview  (12  September)  by  the  New 


York  Times'  Sam  Roberts  with  the  Rosen- 
bergs' co-defendant  Morton  Sobell.  who 
had  served  over  18  years  in  prison. 
Responding  to  whether  he  had  been  a 
Soviet  .spy.  Sobell.  now  91  years  old  and 
ill.  said.  "Yeah.  yeah.  yeah,  call  it  that. 
I never  thought  of  it  in  those  terms." 
Regarding  Julius  Rosenberg.  Sobell  of- 
fered. “His  intentions  might  have  been 
to  be  a spy,"  Yet  Sobell  maintained  that 
sketches  and  other  atomic  bomb  details 
the  government  claimed  were  passed 
along  to  Julius  Ro.senberg  by  his  brother- 
in-law.  David  Greenglass.  were  of  little 
value.  “What  he  gave  them  was  junk." 
According  to  Sobell.  Ethel  Rosenberg 
“knew  what  he  [Julius]  was  doing,  but 
what  was  she  guilty  of?  Of  being  Julius’s 
wife.” 

We  don't  know  if  Sobell's  “confes- 
sion" is  true  or  not — whether  his  inter- 
view was  a last  grab  for  attention  near  the 
end  of  his  life  or  merely  an  expression  of 
his  coming  to  peace  with  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. We  do  know  however  that  every  pre- 
vious effort  to  “prove”  the  Rosenbergs' 
"guilt” — from  Ronald  Radosh’s  1983 
book.  The  Rosenberg  File,  which  featured 
the  dubious  jailhouse  informer  Jerome 
Tartakow,  to  the  Venona  papers  released 
in  1995 — have  had  as  much  credibility 
as  Bush's  tales  of  “weapons  of  mass 
destruction.”  The  Rosenbergs  were  legally 
lynched  for  political  purposes.  As  the 
then-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(SWP)  wrote  in  the  Militant  (27  October 
1952);  “The  Rosenberg  decision  above  all 
else  was  an  act  of  ruling  class  terror  by  a 
state  that  is  preparing  a war  of  world  con- 
quest. a war  directed  primarily  against  the 
Soviet  Union.” 

What  is  indisputably  true  is  that  for 
the  U.S.  capitalist  masters,  guilt  or  inno- 
cence mattered  not  at  all.  Nor  is  guilt  or 
innocence  in  this  case  the  key  question 
for  revolutionaries.  The  nuclear  arms 
capacity  developed  by  the  Soviet  Union 
was  an  important  component  to  the  de- 
fen.se  of  the  gains  of  the  October  Revolu- 
tion. As  we  wrote  25  years  ago.  at  the 
height  of  Carter/Reagan’s  Cold  War  II. 
in  “They're  Trying  to  Kill  the  Rosen- 
bergs All  Over  Again”  {WV  No.  340.  21 
October  1983): 

"For  revolutionaries,  on  the  contrary, 
those  who  helped  the  Russians  achieve 
nuclear  capacity  did  a great  service  for 
humanity,  Had  U.S.  imperialism  main- 
tained a nuclear  monopoly,  it  would  have 
meant  historic  defeats  for  the  interna- 
tional proletariat.  It  would  have  meant 
nuclear  destruction  from  Southeast  Asia 

continued  on  page  10 


Philadelphia  D.A.  Seeks  Death  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


There  Is  No  Justice  in  the  Capitalist  Courts! 

Free  Mumia  Now! 


There  is  an  ominous  new  development 
in  the  case  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  an 
innocent  man  who  has  been  on  Pennsyl- 
vania's death  row  for  26  years,  framed  up 
for  the  killing  of  a Philadelphia  police 
officer  in  1981.  Since  his  youth  in  the 
Black  Panthers.  Mumia,  a MOVE  sup- 
porter and  eloquent  journalist,  has  been  targeted  by  the 
racist  rulers  because  of  his  courageous  defense  of  the 
oppressed.  Now  the  Philadelphia  district  attorney’s 
office  has  advised  the  Supreme  Coun  that  it  is  seeking 
the  execution  of  Mumia.  The  D.A.’s  petition,  which 
must  be  filed  by  November  19.  opposes  the  federal 
Third  Circuit  Court's  affirmation  this  past  spring  of  a 
2001  decision  by  Judge  Yohn  striking  down  Mumia’s 
death  sentence  while  upholding  his  frame-up  conviction. 

The  remaining  possibilities  for  Mumia  within  the  court 
system  are:  I ) The  Supreme  Court  could  agree  with  die 
D.A.'s  petition,  in  which  case  Mumia’s  death  sentence  would 
be  reimposed,  with  no  new  trial.  In  this  event,  the  case 
would  be  sent  back  to  Judge  Yohn.  who  in  his  2001  deci- 


sion deferred  ruling  on  additional  challenges  to  the  death 
sentence  raised  by  Mumia.  2)  The  Supreme  Court  could 
refuse  to  hear  both  the  D.A.’s  petition  as  welt  as  Mumia's 
attorney  Robert  Bryan’s  upcoming  appeal,  which  is  cen- 
tered on  racism  in  the  jury  selection,  of  the  Third  Circuit 
Court’s  decision  (see  “Third  Circuit  Court  Turns  Down 
Appeal."  WV  No.  918.  1 August).  This  would  let  stand  the 
current  situation:  a new  sentencing  hearing,  with  the  only 
possibilities  being  either  continued  life  imprisonment  for 
Mumia  or  a new  death  .sentence.  3)  The  Supreme  Court 
could  agree  with  Bryan's  appeal,  thus  putting  Mumia  back 
into  the  racist  Philadelphia  court  system  to  be  tried  again. 
This  could  result  in  an  acquittal:  however,  we  have  no  faith 
in  the  capitalist  courts,  which  over  the  decades  have 


refused  to  hear  the  mountains  of  evidence 
of  Mumia’s  innocence,  including  the  con- 
fession of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he  killed 
Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner. 

We  have  always  advocated  pursuing  all 
possible  legal  proceedings.  However,  the 
Supreme  Court  has  refused  to  hear  four 
previous  petitions  by  Mumia's  attorneys.  The  Supreme 
Court  is  the  highest  court  of  America’s  capitalist  rulers, 
the  class  enemy  of  workers,  black  people  and  all  the 
oppressed.  Our  fight  to  free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  based 
on  a strategy  of  mass  protest  centered  on  the  multiracial 
working  class,  which  has  the  power  to  make  the  courts 
yield.  As  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has  always 
stated,  “We  place  all  our  faith  in  the  power  of  the  masses 
and  no  faith  whatever  in  the  ‘justice’  of  the  courts." 

To  contribute  to  Mumia’s  legal  defense,  make  checks 
payable  to  “National  Lawyers  Guild  Foundation”  (ear- 
marked “Mumia"  on  bottom  left)  and  mail  to:  Committee 
to  Save  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  P.O.  Box  2012.  New  York, 
NY  10159-2012. ■ 
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Bourgeois  Elections  and  the  Imperial  Presidency 


Left:  U.S.  troops  terrorize  Iraqi  family  in  its  home  in  Baghdad,  February  2007.  Right;  Masses  of  poor  people,  mainly  black,  abandoned  in  wake  of 
Hurricane  Katrina,  September  2005. 


Fight  for  a Revolutionary 


Workers  Party! 


Obama/McCain/McKinney— 
Class  Enemies 
of  Workers,  Oppressed 


NOVEMBER  4 — As  we  go  to 
press,  the  winner  of  the  2008 
presidential  election  has  not  been 
announced,  though  it  appears  that 
the  nasty,  brutish  and  seemingly 
endless  campaign  season  is  finally 
coming  to  an  end.  Whether  the 
victor  is  John  McCain  and  his 
"pit  bull”  Sarah  Palin  or  Barack 
Obama  and  Joe  Biden,  the  Iraq 
occupation  will  continue,  the  Af- 
ghanistan occupation  will  inten- 
sify. the  U.S.  imperialists  will 
continue  to  threaten  the  world 
and  the  economy  will  proceed 
with  its  downward  spiral. 

As  Marxists,  we  are  opposed 
on  principle  to  giving  any  political  sup- 
port to  any  capitalist  politician,  as  under- 
lined in  the  October  25  Bay  Area  forum 
that  we  print  below,  edited  for  publi- 
cation, by  Spartacist  League  speaker 
Diana  Coleman.  As  she  explains,  working 
people  need  their  own  party  “to  lead  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  in  their  struggles 
to  the  revolutionary  overturn  of  the  racist 
capitalist  order.” 

* * • 

Taking  my  cue  from  Workers  Vanguard 
No.  921  (26  September),  1 am  going  to 
start  with  a quote  from  Bertolt  Brecht. 
This  is  from  a poem  called  "Those  Who 
Take  the  Meat  from  the  Table.”  written 
in  the  1930s  in  the  midst  of  the  Great 
Depression: 

Those  who  take  the  meat  from  the  table 

Teach  contentment. 

Those  for  whom  the  taxes  are  destined 

Demand  sacrifice. 

Those  who  eat  their  fill  speak  to  the 
hungry 

Of  wonderful  times  to  come. 

Those  who  lead  the  country  into  the 
abyss 

Call  ruling  too  difficult 

For  ordinary  men. 

We  say  that  those  who  labor  must  rule. 
As  the  expanding  financial  crisis  high- 
lights the  destructive  irrationality  of  capi- 


talism, it  could  scarcely  be  clearer  that 
working  people  need  a party  that  fights 
for  their  class  interests,  a workers  party 
committed  to  sweeping  away  the  capital- 
ist system.  We  stand  for  the  political  inde- 
pendence of  the  working  class  from  the 
capitalist  class  enemy.  We  are  opposed  to 
giving  political  support  to  any  capitalist 
politician — Democrat.  Republican.  Green 
or  "Independent.”  Not  Obama,  not  McCain, 
not  Cynthia  McKinney.  A vote  for  a bour- 
geois candidate  is  a vote  of  confidence  in 
the  reformability  of  capitalism  and  a vote 
against  the  need  for  socialist  revolution. 
We  say  that  black  liberation  and  the  lib- 
eration of  all  working  people  will  only 
come  through  socialist  revolution. 

Americans  are  currently  engaged  in 
that  once  every  four  years  elephant  and 
donkey  show,  the  election  to  the  imperial 
presidency.  V.  I.  Lenin,  leader  of  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution,  commented  in  his  1917 
work.  The  Slate  and  Revolution,  that  the 
essence  of  capitalist  democracy  is  “that 
the  oppressed  are  allowed  once  every  few 
years  to  decide  which  particular  repre- 
sentatives of  the  oppressing  class  shall 
represent  and  repress  them  in  parlia- 
ment!” He  also  said  that  in  a democratic 
republic  “‘wealth  exercises  its  power  indi- 
rectly. but  all  the  more  surely.’  first,  by 
means  of  the  ‘direct  corruption  of  offi- 
cials’ (America);  secondly,  by  means  of 
an  ‘alliance  of  the  government  and  the 
Stock  Exchange’  (France  and  America).” 
We  certainly  see  that  these  days. 

This  presidential  election  differs  from 
previous  ones  in  two  regards.  There  is  a 
black  candidate  who  actually  has  a chance 


of  winning,  which  is  a new  thing  in  this 
deeply  racist  country.  And  a significant 
portion  of  the  electorate  is  actually  excited 
by  the  event  for  the  first  time  in  a long 
time.  There  are.  of  course,  many  blacks 
and  a portion  of  youth  who  are  animated 
by  the  prospect  of  electing  a black  man  as 
president;  and  then  there  are  most  others 
who  are  animated  by  a chance  to  replace 
one  of  the  most  venal,  stupid  and  sadistic 
presidencies  by  something  they  hope  will 
be  better. 

Generally  in  most  presidential  election 
years  the  turnout  runs  between  35  and  55 
percent  of  those  qualified  to  vote.  It’s  hard 
to  care  a great  deal  about  who  oppresses 
you.  You  hope  they  will  be  nice.  but.  you 
know.  The  excitement  around  the  Obama 
campaign  has  been  compared  to  John  F. 
Kennedy's  campaign  in  1960  where  about 
60  percent  of  the  people  were  not  only 
registered  to  vote  but  actually  voted.  So  one 


suspects  the  turnout  will  be 
somewhat  larger  in  this  election 
than  in  most  others. 

It  is  interesting  to  look  at  the 
question  of  presidential  popu- 
larity. Among  the  biggest  vote- 
getters  in  history  have  been 
Herbert  Hoover.  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt,  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
and  Richard  Nixon.  Herbert  Hoo- 
ver was  greeted  by  the  Great  De- 
pression during  his  term,  after 
which  he  couldn’t  run  for  dog- 
catcher.  Franklin  Delano  Roose- 
velt died  in  office;  that  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  anything  except 
biology.  LBJ  was  elected  in  1964; 
near  the  end  of  his  term  he  found  himself 
in  front  of  the  TV  cameras  promising 
people  he  would  never  run  again.  People 
were  very  delighted  by  this  announce- 
ment because  in  the  course  of  the  Viet- 
nam War  he  had  come  to  be  hated.  And 
then  there  was  Richard  Nixon  who  was 
elected  in  1968  and  then  again  in  1972. 
After  this  mammoth  victory,  he  left  office 
to  avoid  going  to  jail.  This  was  another 
offshoot,  indirectly,  of  the  Vietnam  War. 
The  Spartacist  League  had  a popular 
headline  that  said  “Impeachment  Is  Not 
Enough"  (WNo.  43.  26  April  1974)  and 
we  called  for  Nixon  to  be  extradited  to 
North  Vietnam  to  be  tried  by  a jury  of  his 
victims. 

My  point  is  that  the  consciousness 
people  have  at  any  given  point  in  lime  is 
responsive  to  the  anarchy  and  destructive 
violence  of  this  imperialist  order.  There 
continued  on  page  9 


For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand! 

Drop  the  Charges  Against 
Dr.  George  Tiller! 


For  over  30  years.  Dr,  George  Tiller 
has  defended  women's  right  to  abortion. 
His  clinic  and  its  .staff  members  have 
been  the  target  of  "pro-life"  terrorists:  he 
survived  an  assassination  attempt  in  1993. 
Dr,  Tiller’s  Wichita  Women’s  Health  Care 
Services  is  one  of  the  few  remaining 
clinics  that  provide  "lale-term”  abortion 
services.  In  Kansas,  this  very  arbitrary 
calculus  of  "late-term"  is  set  at  22  weeks, 
Courageously  refusing  to  buckle  under  to 
intimidation  and  terror.  Dr.  Tiller  now 
faces  up  to  J9 years  in  prison.  $47,500  in 
fines  and  loss  of  his  medical  licen.se  for 
misdemeanor  charges  stemming  from  the 
Kansas  law.  which  requires  a second 
"independent"  physician  to  concur  on 
■'late-term”  abortions.  This  is  an  outrage 
and  it  must  be  fought! 

The  point  of  such  legal  restrictions  is 
to  hack  away  at  and  ultimately  overturn 
the  legal  right  of  women  to  abortion.  The 
labor  movement  and  all  defenders  of 
women's  rights  have  a stake  in  champion- 
ing the  defense  of  Dr.  Tiller.  The  Parti- 
san Defense  Committee — a non-.sectarian. 
class-struggle  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  associated  with  the  Sparta- 
cist  League — wrote  in  a 14  July  2007  pro- 
test letter  to  the  attorney  general  of  Kan- 
sas: "The  state’s  persecution  of  George 
Tiller  is  part  of  an  all-out  assault  on  abor- 


tion rights  which  anti-woman  bigots  have 
sought  to  overturn  for  the  last  three 
decades  through  both  legislative  and  judi- 
cial means  while  unleashing  'god  squads' 
to  terrorize  patients  and  clinic  staff  and 
murder  doctors.  Stop  the  witchhunt  against 
George  Tiller!  Drop  the  charges!" 

Tiller’s  lawyers  have  been  fighting  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Kansas  law  and 
have  fought  against  sinister  snooping 
expeditions  to  get  at  patient  records.  Dur- 
ing this  current  round  of  attacks.  Tiller 
faced  two  vigilante-like  "citizen-initiated” 
grand  juries  seeking  thousands  of  medi- 
cal records.  His  Wichita  clinic  has  been 
vandalized  and  Hooded.  In  September  his 
attorneys  filed  for  dismissal  of  the  latest 
charges,  documenting  nearly  500  exam- 
ples of  legal  misconduct  in  the  course  of 
the  state’s  frenzied  campaign  against  him. 
The  Kansas  attorney  general’s  tactics 
included  an  absurd  and  lying  pretext  for 
the  inquisition — the  claim  that  the  state 
needed  to  scour  patient  records  of  minors 
to  determine  if  they  were  victims  of 
"child  rape.”  Plans  were  drawn  up  for 
armed  raids  to  seize  patient  records  and 
employee  files.  A hearing  is  scheduled  for 
November  17. 

The  Kansas  law  being  thrown  at  Tiller 
is  just  one  of  the  many  such  measures 
passed  following  the  1973  Supreme  Court 


Against  Illusions  in 
Bourgeois  Democracy 

V.l.  Lenin,  leader  of  the  1917  Bolshevik 
Revolution  that  brought  the  proletariat  of 
Russia  to  power,  explained  that  bourgeois 
democracy  serves  as  a mask  for  the  bloody 
dictatorship  of  the  capitalist  class.  Writing 
in  1918  in  The  Proletarian  Revolution  and 
the  Renegade  Kautsky  (a  continuation  of 
his  1917  work.  The  State  and  Revolution!. 

Lenin  polemicized  against  apologists  for 
TROTSKY  "democratic"  bourgeois  rule  such  as  Karl  LENIN 

Kautsky.  a German  Social  Democrat  and 
an  opponent  of  the  October  Revolution  and  soviet  rule  (i.e.,  workers  democracy). 


Bourgeois  democracy,  although  a great  historical  advance  in  comparison  with  medie- 
valism. always  remains,  and  under  capitalism  is  bound  to  remain,  restricted,  truncated, 
false  and  hypocritical,  a paradise  for  the  rich  and  a snare  and  deception  for  the  exploited, 
for  the  poor.  It  is  this  truth,  which  forms  a most  essential  pan  of  Marx’s  teaching,  that 
Kautsky  the  "Marxist"  has  failed  to  understand.  On  this — the  fundamental  issue — Kaut- 
sky offers  “delights”  for  the  bourgeoisie  instead  of  a scientific  criticism  of  those  con- 
ditions which  make  every  bourgeois  democracy  a democracy  for  the  rich.... 

The  learned  Mr.  Kautsky  has  "forgotten" — accidentally  forgotten,  probably — a 
"trifle,”  namely,  that  the  ruling  party  in  a bourgeois  democracy  extends  the  protection  of 
the  minority  only  to  another  bourgeois  party,  while  the  proletariat,  on  all  serious,  pro- 
found and  fundamental  issues,  gels  martial  law  or  pogroms,  instead  of  the  "protection 
of  the  minority.”  The  more  highly  developed  a democracy  is,  the  more  imminent  are 
pogroms  or  civil  war  in  connection  with  any  profound  political  divergence  which  is 
dangerous  to  the  bourgeoisie. 

— V.l.  Lenin,  The  Proletarian  Revolution  and  the  Renegade  Kautsky  (1918) 
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Roe  V.  Wade  decision  that  legalized  abor- 
tion. Dr.  Tiller’s  case  is  a case  study  in  the 
teiTor  tactics  used  by  anti-abortion  bigots 
for  decades.  In  1986.  Tiller’s  clinic  was 
bombed.  In  the  summer  of  1991.  hordes 
of  Operation  Rescue  fanatics  descehded 
on  Wichita  for  six  weeks,  blockading  his 
clinic.  In  1993,  Tiller  was  shot  in  both  arms 
by  a member  of  the  "Army  of  God.”  a fas- 
cistic  anti-abortion  group  that  spawned  (he 
killer  of  New  York  State  abortion  doctor 
Barnett  Slepian,  shot  in  his  home  in  1998. 

As  a result  of  such  unrelenting  terror 
and  legal  machinations.  87  percent  of 
U.S.  counties  have  no  abortion  clinics. 
This  year  another  barrage  of  anti-abortion 
measures  is  on  the  state  ballots.  South 
Dakota  has  resurrected  a ballot  measure, 
which  previously  failed,  for  a virtually 
complete  ban  on  abortion.  Colorado  has  a 
proposal  redefining  the  term  "person”  to 
include  a fertilized  human  egg.  The  fed- 
eral courts  sustained  a similar  law  this 
year  in  South  Dakota  that  forces  a doctor 
lo  inform  women  that  abortions  "termi- 
nate the  life  of  a whole,  separate,  unique 
living  human  being."  California  has  on 
the  ballot  in  this  election  a proposition 
requiring  parental  notification  for  women 
under  age  18.  the  third  such  proposition 
since  2005. 

The  myriad  laws  that  serve  to  demean 
and  torture  women  also  particularly  tar- 
get the  young,  working  class  and  poor, 
who  already  have  limited  access  to  decent 
health  care,  childcare,  affordable  housing 
or  even  enough  food  lo  feed  their  fami- 
lies. While  we  communists  defend  legal 


abortion  tooth  and  nail,  our  demand  is  for 
free  abortion  on  demand  as  part  of  free 
quality  health  care  for  all!  No  return  to 
the  days  of  backstreet  butchery!  Money 
and  connections  will  continue  to  buy  the 
best  medical  care  for  the  wealthy,  includ- 
ing abortions.  Such  is  not  the  case  for 
the  working  cla.ss  and  poor.  "Choice”  is 
clearly  not  simply  a legal  question,  con- 
trary to  the  line  of  bourgeois  feminists, 
many  of  them  movers  within  the  Demo- 
cratic Party. 

The  reactionary  demagogy  of  the 
Republicans  is  longstanding  and  obvious 
enough.  But  the  fact  is  that  there  has 
been  little  "choice”  for  poor  women  since 
Democrat  Jimmy  Carter  (who  now  has 
become  an  international  "human  rights” 
icon)  signed  into  law  in  1977  the  Hyde 
Amendment  eliminating  Medicaid  cover- 
age for  abortions.  During  Democrat  Clin- 
ton’s eight  years  in  office,  welfare  for 
mothers  was  axed,  safe  access  to  abor- 
tion was  effectively  gutted  across  much 
of  the  country,  as  the  number  of  abortion 
providers  plummeted  14  percent  between 
1992  and  1996,  and  a huge  number  of 
restrictive  laws  were  passed. 

In  the  recent  election  cycle.  Democrats 
have  barely  paid  lip  service  to  even  the 
formal  right  to  abortion.  In  July.  Barack 
Obama  made  clear  his  opposition  lo  men- 
tal health  exceptions  for  “late-term”  abor- 
tion bans  with  the  reactionary  statement 
that  a woman’s  rationale  for  an  abortion 
cannot  be  “just  a matter  of  feeling  blue” 
{Washington  Post.  6 July).  Meanwhile, 
continued  on  page  9 


Sparlacists  at 
Bay  Area 
demonstration 
in  defense  of 
Roe  V.  Wade, 
January  21. 
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Letter 

On  John  Dewey 


24  October  2008 

Dear  Comrades; 

In  “Elections  2008;  Economic  Crisis 
and  Imperialist  War”  (WV  No.  923,  24 
October),  we  should  not  have  described 
John  Dewey  simply  as  a "20th-century 
American  philosopher."  During  his  time. 
Dewey  distinguished  himself  as  one  of  the 
defenders  of  Trotsky  against  (he  Stalinist 
usurpers  during  the  1 930s  Moscow  purge 
trials.  But  Dewey  was  a pragmatist  who 
denied  the  existence  of  laws  of  social 
development. 

Dewey  was  a conscious  opponent  of 
Marxism  and  dialectical  materialism, 
writing  in  "Means  and  Ends"  in  I938. 
among  other  things;  "Orthodox  Marxism 
shares  with  orthodox  religionism  and  with 


traditional  idealism  the  belief  that  human 
ends  are  interwoven  into  the  very  texture 
and  structure  of  existence — a conception 
inherited  presumably  from  its  Hegelian 
origin”  (reprinted  in  Their  Morals  and 
CJwrj  (Pathfinder.  I973]). 

Writing  in  response  to  Dewey’s  attack 
on  Marxism.  Trotsky  wrote  to  one  of  his 
secretaries  at  the  time;  "I  completely 
agree  with  your  idea  about  the  necessity 
of  giving  a Marxist  criticism  of  Dewey’s 
philosophy  and  I believe  it  is  your  direct 
duty  to  do  this  job"  ( 1 6 August  1 940). 

It  is  our  direct  duty  to  defend  Marxism 
in  opposition  to  all  forms  of  philosophical 
idealism,  which  is  a bridge  to  reconcilia- 
tion with  one's  own  bourgeoisie. 

Comradely. 

Don  Alexander 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


British  Trotskyists  Say: 


muliun,  (huN  aiding  those  who  want  the 
policy  to  remain. 

it  is  clear  that  the  student  union 
intends  to  continue  to  enforce  its  chau- 


Down With  Chauvinist  Language 
Policy  at  London  Campus! 


vinist  policy  in  the  new  academic  year, 
albeit  in  a slightly  modified  form.  An  11 
August  e-mail  to  the  SYG  from  Ben 
Sellers,  current  Vice  President  for  Sports 
and  Societies  stales,  "any  materials  you 
have  in  foreign  languages  must  have  a 
direct  english  [sic]  translation  available.'* 
We  will  continue  to  oppose  the  "war  on 
terror’'  witch  hunt  for  what  it  is  and 
demand;  Down  with  the  chauvinist  com- 


The following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  No.  2()4  (Autumn  2008). 
newspaper  of  the  Spariacist  League/Britain. 

Workers  Hammer^ 

The  British  state's  racist  "war  on  terror" 
IS  the  domestic  face  of  the  bloody  colonial 
occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  and 
an  excuse  to  further  curtail  civil  liberties 
and  Introduce  yet  more  draconian  "anti- 
terror"  laws.  In  June.  Gordon  Brown’s 
Labour  government  narrowly  pushed 
through  a vote  extending  to  42  days  the 
time  that  “terror  suspects’*  can  be  interned 
and  interrogated  without  charge,  Labour’s 
"war  on  terror"  targets  Muslims  in  the  first 
instance  but  is  also  aimed  at  regimenting 
the  whole  population  and  repressing  social 
struggle.  The  deadly  reality  of  the  “anti- 
terror” crusade  was  brutally  demonstrated 
by  the  police  killing  of  Brazilian  electri- 
cian Jean  Charles  de  Menezes  on  a Tube 
train  in  London  in  July  2005.  and  the  near- 
killing  of  postal  worker  Mohammed  Abdul 
Kahar  during  a June  2006  raid  by  hundreds 
of  cops  in  Forest  Gate.  London,  We  say: 
Down  with  Labour's  racist  "war  on  terror"! 

"Anti-Terror"  Witchhunts 
on  Campus 

Government  "guidelines’*  for  "tackling 
violent  extremism"  on  university  cam- 
puses place  students  and  workers  squarely 
in  the  crosshairs  of  police  repression. 
Exactly  what  this  means  was  seen  in 
frightening  reality  on  14  May  when 
Hicham  Yezza — an  employee  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Nottingham,  president  and  co- 
founder of  the  Arabic  Society  and  editor 
of  a political  magazine — and  Rizwaan 
Sabir,  a post-graduate  student  at  the  uni- 
versity, were  arrested  and  detained  after 
Sabir  downloaded  and  sent  to  Yezza  a 
document  entitled  ’The  A1  Qaeda  Train- 
ing Manual”  that  he  was  using  as  part  of 
a PhD  proposal.  The  document  is  freely 
available  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  website  as  well  as  for  sale  on 
Amazon!  Both  Sabir  and  Yezza  were  held 
and  interrogated  for  six  days  before  being 
released  without  charge.  Yezza  was  then 
re-arrested  for  unspecified  “visa  irregu- 
larities." threatened  with  deportation  to 
Algeria  and  held  at  numerous  immigra- 
tion detention  centres  for  a month  before 
being  released  on  bail  to  await  further 
proceedings.  Yezza  powerfully  described 
the  harrowing  effects  of  his  treatment  in 
an  18  August  Guardian  article  entitled 
"Britain’s  Terror  Laws  Have  Left  Me  and 
My  Family  Shattered."  No  deportation  of 
Hicham  Yezza!  Full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants! 

Yezza  and  Sabir  are  just  two  of  a num- 
ber of  victims  of  the  anti-Muslim  witch 
hunt  who  are  either  students  or  workers 
on  campus.  In  August  2004,  Babar 


Grail  Power  duel  in  Ceorgii 
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University  of  Nottingham  students  and  workers 
march  in  protest  against  threatened  deportation  of 
campus  worker  Hicham  Yezza  (inset). 


Ahmad,  then  an  IT  technician  working  at 
Imperial  College  London  was  arrested 
under  the  Extradition  Act  2003  and 
accused  of  running  a website  supporting 
"terrorism’’  in  Chechnya  and  Afghani- 
stan. He  awaits  a European  court  deci- 
sion which  could  be  followed  by  his 
immediate  extradition  to  the  U.S.  The 
previous  year,  in  December  2003  Ahmad 
was  savagely  beaten  by  police,  arrested 
and  detained  for  six  days  and  then 
released.  Also  facing  extradition  in  con- 
nection with  the  same  alleged  “con- 
spiracy" is  Syed  Talha  Ahsan,  a former 
student  at  the  School  of  Oriental  and 
African  Studies  (SOAS)  in  London  who 
was  arrested  in  July  2006.  It  is  an  out- 
rage that  under  the  conditions  of  the 
Extradition  Act  2003  between  the  U.S. 
and  Britain,  no  prima  facie  evidence  is 
required  for  any  “terror  suspect"  to  be 
extradited,  only  that  the  U.S.  government 
provide  documentation  of  the  appearance 
of  guilt.  Hands  off  Babar  Ahmad  and 
Syed  Talha  Ahsan! 

Revolutionaries  Fight 
"English  Only”  Gag  at  SOAS 

It  is  in  the  vital  interests  of  students, 
lecturers  and  campus  workers  to  oppose 
the  “war  on  terror"  on  campuses.  At 
SOAS  this  means  fighting  to  overturn  the 
chauvinist  campaign  that  has  been  waged 
for  two  years  by  the  SOAS  Student 
Union,  targeting  clubs  and  societies  who 
publish  materials  in  languages  other  than 
English.  At  the  September  2006  Freshers 
Fair  there  was  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
by  .student  union  bureaucrat.s — spear- 
headed by  former  vice  president  and 
prominent  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP) 
spokesman  Clare  Solomon — to  impose 
an  "English-only”  rule  on  student  soci- 
eties. with  the  outrageous  and  ludicrous 
demand  that  “All  publicity  must  be  in 
English.” 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Group  was  tar- 
geted by  Solomon  for  refusing  to  abide 
by  this  witch-hunting  "rule."  which  the 
student  bureaucracy  ludicrously  sought 
to  pass  off  as  part  of  its  “Equal  Opportu- 
nities Policy."  We  vehemently  opposed 
this  attempt  at  anti-communist  censor- 
ship at  the  time  and  have  campaigned 
against  the  policy  ever  since,  noting  that 
it  is  aimed  primarily  at  Muslims  and  will 
be  used  to  target  anyone  who  opposes 
British  imperialism.  SYG  members  have 
intervened  into  campus  events  and  held 
regular  sales  of  our  literature  (includ- 
ing in  Arabic.  Chinese.  Turkish,  Tagalog 
and  other  languages)  and  fought  to  over- 
turn this  threat  to  all  students.  A motion 
drafted  by  the  SYG.  submitted  to  a 2007 


SOAS  Union  General  Meeting  read: 

"That  thi.s  ‘English-only'  rule  ha.s  noth- 
ing to  do  with  'equal  opportunities'  and 
everything  to  do  with  enforcing  the  so- 
called  'war  on  terror'  on  campus.  All 
students  and  staff  should  be  allowed  to 
read  and  distribute  material  in  any  lan- 
guage regardless  of  whether  it  is  trans- 
lated. The  ‘war  on  terror’  is  a classic 
'divide  and  rule’  ploy,  stigmatizing  Mus- 
lims as  an  excuse  for  a sweeping  reduc- 
tion in  the  legal  rights  of  the  entire  popu- 
lation and  a racist,  imperialist  ‘war’  of 
military  adventures  abroad.  The  'war  on 
terror'  targets  immigrants,  minorities  and 
ultimately  the  working  class.” 

It  speaks  volumes  to  the  SWP’s  claim 
to  be  a defender  of  the  oppressed  Mus- 
lim population  that  while  the  SYG  cam- 
paigned to  expose  and  defeat  the  “war  on 
terror"  witch  hunt  at  SOAS.  Clare  Solo- 
mon et  al.  actually  helped  to  enforce  it! 
Faced  with  the  determined  opposition  of 
the  SYG  comrades,  Solomon  took  a step 
back  before  eventually  abstaining  on  our 


pulsory  English  policy  for  student  soci- 
eties at  SOAS! 

Reform  vs.  Revolution 

It  is  scandalous  that  the  student  union 
bureaucracy,  including  the  so-called  “so- 
cialists” of  the  SWP.  colludes  with  the 
university  administration  and  the  forces 
of  state  repression  to  enforce  a policy  that 
augments  the  "war  on  terror”  and  aids 
government  attempts  to  brand  Mu.slim 
students  and  leftists  alike  as  “violent 
extremists."  In  the  case  of  the  SWP  this 
flows  from  its  reformist  worldview  and 
programme,  which  has  always  amounted 
to  pressuring  the  capitalist  slate,  espe- 
cially when  administered  by  a Labour 
government,  to  act  in  the  interest  of  work- 
ing people.  But  the  capitalist  state  cannot 
be  reformed  to  serve  workers  and  the 
oppressed,  and  those  who  administer  it 
must  inevitably  implement  the  attacks 
and  stale  repression  of  the  capitalist  class. 
In  its  own  small  way.  at  the  level  of  cam- 
pus politics,  the  SWP  proves  the  reac- 
tionary bankruptcy  of  reformism.  The 
programme  of  the  revolutionary  Marxist 
SYG  stands  in  complete  counierposition 
to  this  reformist  claptrap:  we  seek  to  win 
youth  and  students  to  the  understanding 
that  racism,  war.  poverty  and  oppression 
are  inherent  to  the  capitalist  system  and 
cannot  be  eliminated  short  of  socialist 
revolution  to  overthrow  capitalism  here  in 
Britain  and  internationally  and  replace  it 
with  a society  where  those  who  make  the 
wealth — the  working  class — rule. 

Our  model  is  the  1917  October  Revo- 
lution where  the  Bolshevik  Party  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  led  the  working  class  to 
power  and  ripped  Russia  from  the  rule  of 
tsars,  priests  and  capitalists.  If  you  want 
to  see  an  end  to  poverty,  starvation,  impe- 
rialist war  and  racism,  only  a revolution- 
ary party  with  a record  of  standing  on  a 
genuinely  Marxist  programme  is  capable 
of  providing  the  way  forward — join  us!a 
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Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamai! 

Free  the  Class-War  Prisoners! 

Abolish  the  Ratist  Death  Penalty! 


Bay  Area 

Sunday,  December  7 
1 to  5 p.m. 

2939  Ellis  Street 
Berkeley 

(2  blocks  west  of  MLK. 
just  north  of  Ashby 
al  Ashby  BART) 

For  more  information; 
(510)  839-0052 


New  York  City 

I Saturday,  December  13 
4 to  6 p.m. 

Nuyorican  Poets  Cafe 
236  East  3rd  Street 
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(lake  F lra<n  to  Second  Avenue, 
or  #6  train  to  Bleecker  St ) 

For  more  information: 
(212)  406-4252 
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Chicago 

Sunday,  December  14 
3 to  7 p.m. 

United  Electrical  Hall 
37  S,  Ashland 
(at  Monroe) 

For  more  information: 
(312)  563-0442 


Los  Angeles 

Saturday,  December  13 
1 to  4 p.m. 

Immanuel 

Presbyterian  Church 
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(213)  380-8897 
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7 to  10  p.m. 

Steelworkers  Hall 
25  Cecil  Street 
<1  block  south  of  College 
at  Ross  St.,  west  of 
Queen's  Park  Station) 

For  more  information; 
(416)  593-4138 
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We  Are  the  Party  of  the 
Russian  Revolution 


Left  to  right:  M.S.  Nappelbaum:  AP,  Staatsbibllothek,  Berlin 


Armed  guard  outside  Smolny  institute  during  the  October  Days.  Lenin  and  Trotsky  (inset)  led 
1917  Bolshevik  Revolution  and  founded  Communist  Internationai  under  banner  of  world 
socialist  revolution. 


Wf  prinf  below,  edited  for 
publication,  a presentation  by 
comrade  Victor  Gibbons  given 
in  Los  Angeles  on  10  Novem- 
ber 2007  in  commemoration 
of  the  90th  anniversary  of  the 
Russian  Revolution. 

The  vast  political  gulf  that 
separates  the  International  Com- 
munist League  from  the  rest  of 
the  left  can  be  summed  up  in 
one  declaration:  “We  are  the 
party  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion. " We  salute  the  90th  anni- 


PART  ONE 


versary  of  the  Bolshevik  Revo- 
lution in  the  same  spirit  as 
the  red  proletariat  of  Petrograd 
celebrated  its  first  anniver- 
sary— as  “the  greatest  event  in 
the  history  of  the  world.”  And 
it  remains  the  most  impor- 
tant event  in  the  history  of 
human  civilization;  the  path 
that  the  workers  and  toiling 
masses  must  follow,  if  we  are 
to  escape  the  death  agony  of 
capitalism  and  embark  on  the 
transition  to  communist  society. 

The  founder  and  historic  leader  of 
American  Trotskyism.  James  P.  Cannon, 
stated  in  his  1939  “Speech  on  the  Russian 
Question": 

"The  Russian  Bolsheviks  on  November 
7.  1917,  once  and  for  all,  took  the  ques- 
tion of  the  workers’  revolution  out  of  the 
realm  of  abstraction  and  gave  it  flesh  and 
blood  reality.— 

“The  October  revolution  put  socialism  on 
the  order  of  the  day  throughout  the  world. 
It  revived  and  shaped  and  developed  the 
revolutionary  labor  movement  of  the 
world  out  of  the  bloody  chaos  of  the  war. 
The  Russian  revolution  showed  in  prac- 
tice, by  example,  how  the  workers’  revo- 
lution is  to  be  made.  It  revealed  in  life  the 
role  of  the  party.  It  showed  in  life  what 
kind  of  a party  the  workers  must  have." 

For  a more  extended  discussion  of  the 
1917  Revolution,  I recommend  that  you 
read  a series  of  four  educationals  on  Leon 
Trotsky’s  The  History  of  the  Russian 
Revolution  (1932)  in  WV  Nos.  874.  875. 
877  and  879  (4  August,  1 September,  29 
September  and  27  October  2006). 

During  the  course  of  the  Russian 
Revolution,  the  multinational  proletariat, 
drawing  behind  it  the  peasantry  and  the 
oppressed  nationalities,  forged  its  own 
new  organs  of  class  power,  the  soviets. 
With  the  smashing  of  the  old  capitalist 
stale,  these  organs,  under  Bolshevik  lead- 
ership. formed  the  basis  of  the  new  work- 


ers state.  The  vanguard  of  the  workers 
understood  that  they  were  not  just  taking 
power  in  Russia;  they  were  opening  the 
first  chapter  of  the  world  socialist  revo- 
lution. They  inspired  workers  uprisings 
throughout  Europe  and  inspired  rebel- 
lions by  imperialism's  colonial  slaves. 

The  tremors  of  October  1917  extended 
all  the  way  around  the  globe  to  right  here 
in  the  richest  bastion  of  imperialism.  In 
1919,  the  Bolsheviks  launched  the  Com- 
munist International  (Cl).  Under  Bolshe- 
vik leaders  V.  I.  Lenin  and  Leon  Trotsky, 
the  Cl  and  the  Soviet  state  became  the 
most  powerful  revolutionary  force  ever 
yet  assembled  by  the  world  proletariat. 

The  October  Revolution  forged  a Red 
Army  that  emerged  victorious  from  four 
years  of  civil  war  as  well  as  invasion 
by  the  armies  of  14  capitalist  powers  in 
league  with  their  local  capitalist  hench- 
men. The  Soviet  government  expropri- 
ated the  capitalists  and  repudiated  out- 
right the  tsar's  massive  debt  to  foreign 
bankers.  It  proclaimed  the  right  of  work- 
ing people  to  jobs,  health  care,  housing 
and  education,  as  the  first  steps  to  build- 
ing a socialist  society. 

It  gave  land  to  the  peasants  and  self- 
determination  to  the  many  oppressed 
nations  of  the  tsar’s  prison  house  of 
peoples.  It  tore  down  the  whole  edifice 


of  Russian  patriarchal  medievalism.  The 
early  Soviet  government  not  only  sepa- 
rated church  and  state,  it  put  all  available 
resources  toward  universal  secular  educa- 
tion and  science.  It  eliminated  all  laws 
discriminating  against  national  and  eth- 
nic minorities,  women  and  homosexuals. 
Soviet  Russia  not  only  gave  the  vole  to 
women  at  a lime  when  the  Western  impe- 
rialists were  beating  them  bloody  for 
demanding  such  a thing;  the  Bolsheviks 
put  women  in  the  front  ranks  of  prole- 
tarian rule  as  factory  managers,  state 
commissars  and  army  commanders. 

The  Soviet  workers  state  proved  the 
superiority  of  nationalized  property  and 
planned  economy  over  capitalist  private 
property  and  anarchy  in  production.  Out 
of  the  historical  poverty  left  by  tsarist 
Russia,  the  wreckage  left  by  imperial- 
ist invasions,  the  continuing  economic 
and  military  encirclement  by  imperial- 
ism, and  in  spite  of  Stalinist  mismanage- 
ment and  parasitism,  the  Soviet  Union 
achieved  unrivaled  modernization  and 
growth.  At  the  same  time  as  the  capital- 
ist world  had  fallen  into  the  abyss  of 
the  1930s  Great  Depression,  the  Soviet 
planned  economy  brought  tens  of  mil- 
lions of  Soviet  workers  and  peasants  out 
of  Russia's  medieval  villages  and  turned 
them  into  educated  modem  proletarians. 


scientists,  directors  of  industry 
and  commanders  of  the  mecha- 
nized Red  Army. 

The  Soviet  Union  was  the 
industrial  and  military  power- 
house that  made  possible,  and 
protected,  the  overturns  of  capi- 
talist rule  from  Cuba  to  East 
Europe  to  China  to  Vietnam  and 
North  Korea.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  USSR,  the  imperial- 
ists would  have  attacked  North 
Korea,  China  and  Vietnam  with 
nuclear  weapons  during  the 
Korean  and  Vietnam  wars. 

The  destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  restoration  of 
capitalism  there  in  1 99 1 -92  and 
in  East  Europe  transformed  the 
political  landscape  of  the  plan- 
et and  threw  proletarian  con- 
sciousness back  to  a point  in 
which  workers  today  by  and 
large  no  longer  associate  their 
struggles  with  the  goal  of  social- 
ism. Capitalist  counterrevolu- 
tion triggered  an  unparalleled 
economic  collapse  throughout 
the  former  Soviet  Union,  with 
skyrocketing  rates  of  poverty 
and  disease  combined  with  a 
catastrophic  decline  in  the  average  life- 
span. Internationally,  with  the  absence  of 
the  Soviet  Union  as  a counterweight  to 
their  ambitions,  the  imperialists  feel  they 
have  a free  hand  to  project  their  military 
might,  from  Serbia  to  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

The  bourgeoisie  has  always  wanted  to 
wipe  the  October  Revolution  from  his- 
torical memory  by  burying  it  under  a 
mountain  of  lies.  They  often  call  it  a con- 
spiracy or  putsch,  but  the  1917  October 
Revolution  was  no  putsch  and  no  acci- 
dent. It  was  needed  because  the  socially 
organized  productive  forces  of  the  planet 
were  tearing  at  bourgeois  private  property 
forms,  and  at  the  bourgeois  nation-stales 
as  well.  These  had  become  shackles  on 
social  progress.  The  first  imperialist  world 
war  of  1914-18  marked  the  descent  of  the 
capitalist  system  into  a barbaric  destruc- 
tion of  society's  productive  forces,  cul- 
ture and  humanity  itself.  World  War  I sig- 
naled that,  to  free  the  planet's  productive 
forces  from  the  death  grip  of  capitalist 
imperialism,  proletarian  revolution,  in  the 
historical  sense,  had  to  be  on  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  October  Revolution  hap- 
pened because  it  was  organized  and  led 
by  a party  that  was  able  to  instill  in  the 
proletariat  this  understanding  of  its  his- 
toric mission. 

Capitalist  imperialism  is  still  caught  in 


Left:  Mass  burial  of 
Russian  soldiers  during 
WWi.  Right:  Communist 
leader  Karl  Liebknecht 
addressing  January  1919 
Berlin  demonstration 
of  workers  and  soldiers 
during  1918-19  German 
Revolution. 
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its  fatal  contradictions;  it  still  creates  a 
proletariat  with  the  social  power  to  over- 
throw the  bourgeoisie,  and  it  still  compels 
the  workers  to  Fight  for  their  survival.  Our 
duly  is  to  make  sure  that  there  will  be  a 
party  like  Lenin’s  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time.  So  this  talk  is  not  just  about 
what  happened  in  1917  in  Russia,  it  is 
also  about  the  fight  of  the  ICL  to  make 
new  Octobers. 

War  and  Revolution 

The  immediate  backdrop  to  the  out- 
break of  revolution  in  Russia  in  February 
1917  was  World  War  I,  This  war  had 
a profound  impact  on  Lenin’s  thinking. 

It  had  triggered  the  collapse  of  the  Sec- 
ond “Socialist"  International.  Beginning 
on  4 August  1914.  the  vast  majority  of 
its  affiliated  parties  lined  up  behind  their 
bourgeoisies’  war  mobilizations.  The  Bol- 
sheviks turned  out  to  be  among  the  few 
that  sought  to  act  on  the  International’s 
prior  resolutions  to  use  war  to  hasten 
workers  revolution. 

The  collapse  of  the  old  International 
led  Lenin  to  generalize  his  split  with  the 
Mensheviks  in  Russia.  That  split  went 
back  to  the  1903  fight  over  the  defini- 
tion of  party  membership;  the  differ- 
ences broadened  shortly  thereafter  as  the 
Bolsheviks  rejected  the  Mensheviks'  pro- 
motion of  the  liberal  bourgeoisie  as  the 
purported  leadership  of  an  overthrow  of 
the  tsar.  The  split  had  become  definitive 
by  1912. 

Lenin  concluded  from  World  War  I that 
opportunism  in  the  workers  movement 
was  not  a vestigial  or  localized  phenome- 
non that  could  be  overcome  within  a com- 
mon party.  He  concluded  that  the  Second 
International  had  been  destroyed  and  that 
a new  revolutionary  international  must  be 
built  through  a complete  split  with  not 
only  the  outright  jingoists.  but  also  the 
centrists  who  covered  for  them  by  using 
fake-Marxist  arguments.  The  archetype 
of  such  centrists  at  the  time  was  the  Ger- 
man Social  Democrat  Karl  Kautsky. 

Lenin  held  that  the  war  had  demon- 
strated that  capitalism  was  in  its  final 
stage  of  decay  and  that  proletarian  social- 
ist revolution  offered  the  only  way  out  of 
a continuing  descent  into  barbarism.  He 
maintained  that  the  path  to  proletarian 
revolution  was  the  transformation  of  the 
imperialist  war  into  a revolutionary  civil 
war  and  that  the  condition  for  this  was 
that  socialists  must  stand  for  the  defeat, 
above  all.  of  their  own  bourgeois  state  in 
the  war.  Lenin’s  policies  brilliantly  antici- 
pated the  revolutionary  sweep  of  events 
to  come  and  pointed  to  the  program 
needed  to  meet  them. 

It  was  in  the  Russian  capital  of  Petro- 
grad  on  International  Women’s  Day.  23 
February  1917  (by  the  old  Julian  calen- 
dar) when  the  social  tensions  exacerbated 
by  World  War  1 burst.  A strike  of  mostly 
women  textile  workers  demanded  bread 
and  war  rations.  There  were  over  1,000 
casualties  as  ever  more  workers  joined 
the  street  fighting  and  launched  a general 
strike  on  the  25th.  This  was  the  start  of 
the  February  Revolution,  Throughout  Rus- 
sia. police  and  state  officials  were  sent 
packing,  and  on  February  27  the  Soviet 
of  Workers’  and  Soldiers'  Deputies  was 
formed.  The  election  of  soviets  in  the 
factories  and  in  the  army  reflected  the 
workers'  experience  in  the  1905  Revolu- 
tion. (You  can  read  a presentation  on  the 
1905  Russian  Revolution  in  IWNo.  872. 
9 June  2006.) 

Let's  take  a moment  to  define  “sovi- 
ets." These  were  working-class  organs, 
councils  of  deputies  elected  from  work- 
places and  army  units.  The  workers  elected 
their  deputies,  could  actively  control  them 
and.  whenever  need  be.  recall  them.  The 
soviets  were  organs  of  struggle,  insur- 
gency and  proletarian  administration. 

But  the  paradox  of  the  February  Revo- 
lution was  that  while  the  autocracy  had 
been  overthrown  by  the  workers,  many 
of  them  schooled  over  the  years  by 
the  Bolsheviks,  the  official  government 
that  emerged  was  bourgeois.  Even  as 
street  fighting  was  raging  in  Peirograd,  a 
self-appointed  Provisional  Committee  of 


bourgeois-monarchist  politicians  met  in 
the  Tauride  Palace  on  the  night  of  Febru- 
ary 27.  behind  the  back  of  the  popular 
revolution.  They  declared  a Provisional 
Government  aimed  at  erecting  a constitu- 
tional monarchy. 

And  while  the  Bolsheviks  and  the 
workers  were  still  in  the  streets  battling 
the  tsar’s  gendarmes,  a cabal  rushed  to 
the  other  wing  of  the  Tauride  Palace  and 
appointed  themselves  the  heads  of  the 
Peirograd  and  All-Russian  soviets.  These 
were  the  leaders  of  the  Mensheviks  and 
the  Socialist-Revolutionary  Party  (SRs). 
While  the  SRs  were  largely  based  on  the 
peasantry,  the  Mensheviks  represented 
urban  petty-bourgeois  layers  and  the 
more  conservative  and  privileged  work- 
ers. The  program  of  the  Mensheviks  and 
SRs  was  that  the  bourgeoisie  should  lead 
and  rule,  and  they  desperately  appealed  to 
the  bourgeois  Provisional  Government  to 
take  control. 

The  February  Revolution  thus  resulted 
in  a situation  of  dual  power.  That  is, 
alongside  the  Provisional  Government  of 
the  bourgeoisie,  there  stood  the  Soviets  of 
Workers’  and  Soldiers'  Deputies,  based 
on  the  working  class  and  answering  to  it. 
This  situation  could  not  last.  One  class  or 
the  other  would  have  to  rule. 

Lenin  and  the  Bolsheviks 

The  Bolsheviks’  internal  life  was  an 
arena  of  constant  debates.  And  in  the 
course  of  1917,  a struggle  recurred 
between  Lenin  and  a conservative  wing 
centered  around  Bolshevik  leaders  Lev 
Kamenev.  Gregory  Zinoviev  and  Joseph 
Stalin.  And  as  we  will  see.  the  latter 
three  would  come  together  again  after 
the  October  Revolution. 

Lenin  waged  a key  fight  with  them 
when  he  returned  to  Petrograd  on  April  3. 
While  still  trapped  in  Swiss  exile,  he  had 
been  reading  with  increasing  alarm  in 
the  party  paper,  Pravda,  of  Kamenev 
and  Stalin’s  “conditional"  support  to  the 
Provisional  Government.  They  dropped 
Lenin’s  revolutionary  defeatism  on  the 
war  and  embraced  a variety  of  Menshevik 
defensism,  under  the  cover  of  pressuring 
the  Provisional  Government  to  negotiate 
an  end  to  the  war.  They  moved  to  merge 
the  Bolsheviks  with  the  Mensheviks,  They 
were  steering  the  party  towards  the  Men- 
shevik mirage  of  a parliamentary  pressure 
group  on  the  government  of  Prince  Lvov! 

When  he  finally  arrived  at  the  Finland 
Station  in  Peirograd.  Lenin  climbed  atop  an 
armored  car  to  address  the  cheering  crowds 
that  had  brought  down  the  tsar.  Lenin 
hailed  them  and,  to  the  shock  of  the  offi- 
cial pro-war  Soviet  welcoming  commit- 
tee. gave  an  internationalist  salute  to  the 
German  revolutionary  Marxist  leader  Karl 
Liebknecht  who  was  in  a prison  cell  for 
opposing  German  militarism  and  its  fake- 
socialist  supporters:  “The  hour  is  not  far 
when,  at  the  summons  of  our  comrade 
Karl  Liebknecht.  the  people  will  turn 
their  weapons  against  their  capitalist 


exploiters....  Long  live  the  world-wide 
socialist  revolution!" 

This  was  the  opening  shot  of  Lenin’s 
fight  to  rearm  the  party.  He  was  adamant 
on  the  principle  of  no  support  to  the 
capitalist  Provisional  Government  and 
its  imperialist  war.  It  was  a split  issue. 
He  was  a minority  of  one.  but  he  knew 
his  program  corresponded  to  the  needs 
of  the  proletariat  and  peasantry.  Lenin’s 
program  for  proletarian  seizure  of  power 
was  already  taking  shape  in  the  masses' 
own  struggles.  “Turn  the  Imperialist  war 
into  a civil  war!"  would  be  concretized 
on  Bolshevik  banners  that  read  “All 
Power  to  the  Soviets!”  and  “Down  With 
the  War!"  What  made  it  possible  for 
Lenin  to  turn  the  party  wheel  toward  the 
proletarian  seizure  of  power  was  that  by 


the  end  of  April  he  rallied  decisive  sup- 
port from  the  proletarian  provinces  and 
industrial  districts  of  the  capital. 

Whenever  you  hear  us  Spartacists 
being  called  “splitters”  or  you  hear  ser- 
mons about  “unity,  unity,"  just  remember: 
Lenin  could  not  have  led  a workers  revo- 
lution alongside  supporters  of  the  bour- 
geois government  and  imperialist  war. 

State  and  Revolution 

One  of  Lenin's  great  achievements  dur- 
ing 1917  was  his  revival  and  defense  of 
the  teachings  of  Karl  Marx  and  his  life- 
long comrade,  Friedrich  Engels,  on  the 
state.  In  July,  as  he  was  hiding  from  a 
government  death  squad.  Lenin  devoted 
what  he  thought  might  be  his  last  days  to 
completing  a pamphlet.  The  Stale  and 
Revolution.  He  wrote  that  the  bourgeoisie 
uses  lies  to  hide  its  dictatorship,  but  that 
Marxists  must  state  the  truth:  stales  are 
not  neutral  arbiters  above  classes. 

Engels  defined  the  core  of  the  state  as 


armed  bodies  of  men.  the  prisons  and 
police  who  hold  a monopoly  of  violence 
over  society.  These  instruments  were 
forged  in  wars  and  revolutions  for  the 
social  domination  of  particular  classes. 
These  social  clas.ses  are  defined  by  their 
property  rights  in  relation  to  society's 
means  of  production.  Thus  all  states  are 
instruments  for  the  domination  of  a par- 
ticular class's  property  forms  in  the 
means  of  production.  In  modem  society, 
there  are  only  two  fundamental  classes: 
the  bourgeoisie,  which  owns  the  means  of 
production;  and  the  proletariat,  defined  as 
those  who  own  only  their  labor  power. 
The  capitalists  require  private  property  in 
the  means  of  production,  the  workers 
need  socialized  ownership  of  them.  The 
interests  of  the  capitalists  and  workers  are 


thus  absolutely  counterposed  and  cannot 
be  served  by  one  and  the  same  stale. 

Lenin  also  explained  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  make  the  institutions  of  the 
bourgeoisie’s  class  dictatorship  serve  the 
proletariat:  “Marx's  idea  is  that  the  work- 
ing class  must  break  up.  smash  the 
‘ready-made  slate  machinery.'  and  not 
confine  itself  merely  to  laying  hold  of 
it.”  The  proletariat  had  to  build  up  its 
own  organs  of  state  power  out  of  such 
things  as  factory  committees,  unions,  red 
guards,  workers  militias,  soldiers  commit- 
tees and  revolutionary  soviets,  independ- 
ent of,  and  in  active  struggle  against,  the 
old  bourgeois  state.  These  were  built  in 
1917  and.  after  the  workers’  revolution- 
ary seizure  of  power,  became  the  basis  of 
a new  kind  of  stale:  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat.  This  was  a fundamentally  dif- 
ferent power  from  all  previous  slates  in 
that  its  purpose  was  ultimately  not  per- 
petuation of  class  domination,  but  the 
transition  to  classless,  therefore,  stateless, 
socialist  society. 

The  Bolsheviks’  Fight 
Against  Ciass  Coliaboration 

The  first  Provisional  Government  was 
brought  down  in  a political  firestorm  over 
its  pledge  to  continue  the  hated  imperial- 
ist war.  A new  cabinet  was  formed  on 
May  5.  and  this  time  the  SR  and  Menshe- 
vik Soviet  leaders  took  ministerial  posts 
in  the  capitalist  government.  Trotsky  later 
called  this  Russian  coalition  government 
"the  greatest  historical  example  of  the 
Popular  Front.”  The  popular  front  was  the 
name  that  the  Stalinists  would  use.  start- 
ing in  the  1930s.  to  designate  their  coali- 
tion government  betrayals.  It  also  goes  by 
other  names:  Union  of  the  Left.  Unidad 
Popular,  Tripartite  Alliance. 

Such  class  collaboration  is  not  a tactic, 
but  the  greatest  betrayal.  Any  political 
bloc  that  a workers  party  enters  into  with 
capitalist  parties,  whether  in  government 
or  in  opposition,  is  a pledge  by  the  trai- 
torous working-class  leaders  that  they 
will  not  violate  the  bourgeois  order.  It 
means  that  the  workers  party  will  take 
continued  on  page  6 


VAAP 


July  1917  demonstration  in  Petrograd.  Banners  read:  "Down  With  the 
Capitalist  MlnistersI  All  Power  to  the  Soviets  of  Workers,  Soldiers  and 
Peasants  Deputlesl"  and  “Long  Live  Soclalisml" 


8om  and  Liveright 


Workers  at  Petrograd's  Putitov  metal  works,  a bastion  of  soviet  power  during 
1917  October  Revolution.  Banner  at  left  proclaims:  “Long  Live  the  Third 
International!” 
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VAAP 


August  1917:  Armed  workers  marching  to  head  off  counterrevolutionary 
attack  by  army  Commander-in-Chief  Kornilov  against  Soviets  in  Petrograd. 


Russian 

Revolution... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

political  responsibility  for  policing  the 

bourgeois  social  order. 

Lenin  and  Trotsky  devised  a slogan  in 
response  to  the  coalition  government: 
"Down  With  the  Ten  Capitalist  Minis- 
ters!" This  meant:  break  the  coalition 
with  the  capitalists:  the  workers  and  sol- 
diers Soviets  should  take  all  the  power! 
The  refusal  of  the  Mensheviks  and  SRs 
to  do  this  exposed  them  before  the  mass 
of  workers,  soldiers  and  peasants  of  Rus- 
sia who  still  followed  them. 

In  June,  the  coalition  government 
launched  a new  war  offensive.  This  im- 
pelled the  Petrograd  proletariat  and  sail- 
ors of  the  neighboring  Kronstadt  naval 
base  to  embark  on  a three-day  armed 
demonstration  in  July  to  demand  the 
Soviet  leaders  end  the  hated  war  and  take 
power.  The  Bolsheviks  strove  to  prevent  a 
premature  showdown  but.  unable  to  hold 
back  the  mobilization,  took  their  place  at 
its  head  to  provide  leadership. 

Capitalist  Petrograd’s  reaction  was  to 


bring  in  reactionary  troops  from  the  front 
and  launch  a reign  of  terror.  But  when 
even  this  failed  to  stop  the  Bolsheviks, 
the  bourgeoisie  in  August  resolved  on  a 
military  coup  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  army.  General  Lavr  Korni- 
lov. to  crush  the  Soviets  altogether.  The 
concilialionist  Soviet  tops  were  para- 
lyzed. but  the  masses  rallied  around  the 
Bolshevik-organized  united-front  action 
that  stopped  Kornilov  in  his  tracks. 

Kornilov  was  gearing  up  to  sweep  away 
the  Provisional  Government  along  with 
the  Soviets  as  a whole.  In  mobilizing  to 
stop  Kornilov,  the  Bolsheviks  were  defend- 


ing the  Provisional  Government,  but  this 
was  strictly  military  defense.  The  Bolshe- 
viks gave  absolutely  no  political  support 
to  the  Provisional  Government.  On  the 
contrary,  while  the  workers  and  soldiers 
mobilized  against  the  counterrevolution- 
ary threat,  the  Bolsheviks  exposed  the 
traitors — the  Mensheviks  and  SRs — in 
the  Provisional  Government,  who  were  in 
constant  communication  with  Kornilov. 

A crucial  corner  had  been  lumed  by  the 
beginning  of  September.  The  masses  were 
convinced  through  their  Bolshevik-led 
struggle  against  Kornilov  that  the  old  So- 
viet misleaders  were  kaput  and  that  only 
the  Bolsheviks  would  take  decisive  action 
to  end  the  war  and  stop  capitalist  sabotage 
of  the  economy.  The  General  Staff  of  the 
army  was  no  longer  capable  of  mobilizing 
military  units  against  revolutionary  Petro- 
grad. The  countryside  was  aflame  as  re- 
turning peasant  soldiers  seized  the  land- 
lords' fields  and  torched  palatial  estates. 
On  September  4.  Trotsky  was  released 
from  prison,  and  by  the  23rd  he  was  elect- 
ed Chairman  of  the  Petrograd  Soviet.  The 
Bolsheviks  finally  had  solid  majorities  in 
the  Moscow  and  Petrograd  Soviets.  Trot- 
sky declared.  "Long  live  the  direct  and 
open  struggle  for  a revolutionary  power 


throughout  the  country!"  Lenin  ham- 
mered home:  Get  on  with  it.  take  power! 

The  Party,  the  Soviets  and 
the  Conquest  of  Power 

The  Bolshevik  Central  Committee  met 
on  October  lO  and  16  to  finalize  the  insur- 
rection. At  both  meetings  Zinoviev  and 
Kamenev  were  opposed  to  insurrection, 
while  the  Lenin  and  Trotsky  wing  carried 
the  majority  in  support  of  it.  Everywhere, 
factory  Red  Guards  were  drilling,  work- 
ers at  the  arms  factories  funneled  weapons 
directly  to  the  workers  militias,  and  the 
Petrograd  Soviet  and  Bolshevik  head- 


quarters in  the  Smolny  Institute  became  a 
beehive  of  working-class  organization. 

On  October  1 8.  Kamenev  and  Zinoviev 
publicly  blew  the  whistle  on  the  insurrec- 
tion in  the  press.  Lenin  called  them  strike- 
breakers and  demanded  their  expulsion. 
As  Trotsky  explained  in  his  1924  work. 
Lessons  of  October,  sharp  turns  such 
as  the  leap  to  insurrection  footing  pro- 
voke conservative  tendencies  latent  in  the 
party  into  opposition.  Trotsky  defined 
the  essence  of  Bolshevism  as  "such  a 
training,  such  a tempering  and  such  an 
organization  of  the  proletarian  vanguard 
as  enables  the  latter  to  seize  power,  arms 
in  hand"  and  the  social-democratic  (Men- 
shevik) tendency  as  "the  acceptance  of  a 
reformist  opposition  activity  within  the 
framework  of  bourgeois  society  and  an 
adaptation  to  its  legality — i.e.  the  actual 
training  of  the  masses  to  become  imbued 
with  the  inviolability  of  the  bourgeois 
state." 

As  we’ve  seen,  the  soviets  by  them- 
selves do  not  settle  the  question  of  power. 
They  can  serve  different  programs  and 
leaderships.  As  Trotsky  wrote.  “Without  a 
party,  apart  from  a party,  over  the  head  of 
a party,  or  with  a substitute  for  a party,  the 
proletarian  revolution  cannot  conquer.” 

The  insurrection  took  place  on  the  eve 
of  the  Second  All-Russian  Congress  of 
Soviets  on  October  25th.  Lenin  reap- 
peared in  public  and  read  out  declarations 
on  peace,  land  and  the  rights  of  the  toil- 
ers. The  Bolsheviks'  proclamations  were 
punctuated  by  the  steady  boom  of  red 
naval  artillery  directed  against  the  gov- 
ernment holdouts  in  the  Winter  Palace. 
Lenin  declared;  “The  Russian  started  the 
revolution,  and  the  German  will  carry  it 
through  to  the  end."  He  also  said:  "A  new 
phase  has  opened  up  not  just  in  Russia, 
but  throughout  the  entire  world.” 

Isolation  of  the  Revolution 
and  Stalinist  Degeneration 

The  masses  of  workers  in  war-ravaged 
Europe  looked  to  the  example  of  Soviet 
Russia.  However,  the  social-democratic 
leaders  of  the  mass  reformist  workers  par- 
ties sought  to  preserve  the  capitalist  order 
and  strangle  the  October  Revolution. 
Hamstrung  by  this  treachery,  insurgent 
workers  in  Europe  failed  in  their  efforts 
to  take  and  hold  power  in  Finland  (1918), 
Germany  (1918-19).  Hungary  ( 1 9 1 9)  and 
Italy  (1919-20).  where  revolutionary  strug- 
gles went  down  to  defeat.  What  was  lack- 
ing were  programmatically  grounded  and 
battle-tested  revolutionary  parties  like 
the  Bolshevik  Party,  capable  of  leading 
the  workers  in  victory  over  the  social- 
democratic  and  nationalist  defenders  of 
capitalist  rule. 

Within  Soviet  Russia,  the  Red  Army 
eventually  repulsed  all  the  imperialist- 
sponsored  troops  and  domestic  White 
Guards,  but  tlie  country  emerged  exhausted 
and  drained  from  the  Civil  War.  There  was 
a vast  gulf  between  the  Bolsheviks’  com- 
munist goals  and  the  prevailing  material 
scarcity  and  want.  Not  only  was  industiy 
in  rums,  the  vibrant  proletariat  that  had 
accomplished  October  had  practically 
ceased  to  exist.  Vast  pans  of  Moscow  and 


Petrograd  were  like  dark,  frozen  ghost 
towns.  Instead  of  an  influx  of  material 
resources  from  a Soviet  Europe  to  help 
rebuild  Russia’s  devastated  infrastructure. 
Soviet  Russia  was  swept  by  famine  that 
reached  the  point  of  cannibalism  in  the 
countryside. 

Because  of  the  material  and  cultural 
poverty  inherited  from  tsarism,  the  Bolshe- 
viks early  on  had  to  utilize  those  remain- 
ing former  functionaries,  technical  spe- 
cialists and  military  officers  who.  often 
for  careerist  reasons,  offered  their  serv- 
ices to  the  new  regime.  Lenin  warned  at 
the  March  1922  Eleventh  Party  Congress 
that  "’Four  thousand  seven  hundred  re- 
sponsible communists’  in  Moscow  admin- 
ister the  state  machine.  'Who  is  leading 
whom’.’  I doubt  very  much  whether  you 
can  say  that  the  communists  are  in  the 
lead’’’  (quoted  in  Trotsky’s  The  Revo- 
lution Betrayed,  1936).  A nascent  con- 
servative and  bureaucratized  layer  had 
developed — using  its  position  to  secure 
privileges  amidst  general  scarcity — that 
became  a transmission  belt  for  alien  class 
interests  and  conservative  political  moods 
into  the  Bolshevik  Party  itself. 

These  were  the  conditions  in  which  the 
revolutionary  core  of  the  Bolshevik  Party 
was  outflanked  by  the  growing  conserva- 
tive wing,  centered  on  the  party  appara- 
tus headed  by  Stalin.  After  Lenin  was 
struck  down  by  a stroke  in  May  1922. 
Stalin.  Zinoviev  and  Kamenev  formed 
a secret  '’troika”  (or  triumvirate)  to  stop 
Trotsky  from  succeeding  him  as  central 
leader  of  the  party.  Their  bloc  against 
Trotsky  became  a center  around  which 
opponents  of  the  party’s  Leninist  wing 
would  act  to  usurp  political  power.  Stalin 
emerged  as  the  protector  and  spokesman 
for  the  conservative,  bureaucratic  layer  in 
the  party  and  state  apparatuses. 

Doing  away  with  Great  Russian  chau- 
vinist despotism,  the  Bolsheviks  in  power 
offered  full  democratic  rights  to  all  eth- 
nicities in  what  had  been,  in  Lenin’s 
words,  the  tsarist  “prison  house  of  peo- 
ples.” In  order  to  liberate  the  myriad  peo- 
ples at  different  levels  of  national  con- 
solidation. a variety  of  soviet  republics 
were  established,  from  Union  Republics 
for  fully  formed  nations  to  Autonomous 
Oblasts  (provinces)  for  various  nation- 
alities. In  areas  of  heavy  interpenetration 
of  peoples,  such  as  the  Caucasus,  the 
resulting  complicated  checkerboard  of 
autonomous  regions  set  an  international- 
ist framework  for  intercourse  among  the 
peoples. 

It  was  precisely  over  the  national  ques- 
tion in  the  Caucasus  that  the  first  deci- 
sive political  fight  against  the  develop- 
ing Stalinist  bureaucracy  was  waged  by 
Lenin.  After  Stalin  attempted  to  deny 
the  Georgian.  Azerbaijani  and  Armenian 
republics  their  sovereign  status  and  force 
them  into  a Transcaucasian  federation. 
Lenin  broke  with  him  in  late  1922.  Lenin 
resolved  to  consummate  a bloc  with  Trot- 
sky, preparing  to.  in  the  words  of  one  of  his 
.secretaries,  drop  a "bomb"  on  Stalin  at  the 
upcoming  Twelfth  Party  Congress,  held  in 
April  1923.  However.  Lenin  was  debili- 
tated by  another  stroke  shortly  before  the 
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Adult  literacy  class  in  the  Soviet  Union,  early  1920s.  Bolshevik  Revolution 
opened  the  road  to  unprecedented  social  progress. 
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Basil  Blackwell.  Inc 

Trotskyist  Left  Oppositionists  exiled  to  Siberia  by  Stalin  demonstrate  on 
anniversary  of  October  Revolution,  1928.  Center  banner  reads:  “Long  Live 
the  Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat!” 


Congres.s  opened,  ending  his  active  par- 
ticipation in  the  affairs  of  the  Soviet  party 
and  state.  With  Lenin  ill.  Trotsky’s  pri- 
mary concern  was  to  avoid  a split  within 
the  leadership.  Thus,  he  accepted  a deal 
in  which  his  resolutions  on  key  issues, 
including  the  national  question,  were 
adopted  by  the  Congress  while  Stalin 
kept  his  post  as  General  Secretary  (see  "A 
Critical  Balance  Sheet;  Trotsky  and  the 
Russian  Left  Opposition,"  Sparfacist  No, 
56,  Spring  2001). 

The  final  straw  was  the  defeat  of  the 
October  1923  revolution  in  Germany,  It 
slopped  the  postwar  revolutionary  wave, 
allowing  the  global  bourgeois  order  to 
stabilize.  This  was  hugely  demoralizing 
for  Soviet  workers.  They  had  strained 
every  nerve  preparing  for  common  revo- 
lutionary struggle  alongside  a Bolshevik 
Germany.  Instead,  they  now  faced,  for 
the  first  time,  the  prospect  of  national 
isolation  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

The  delay  of  international  revolution 
is  what  enabled  the  ascendancy  of  a con- 
servative bureaucracy  in  Soviet  Russia, 
which  step-by-step  strangled  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Bolshevik  Party’s  revolution- 
ary core.  Trotskyism  (i.e.,  genuine  Marx- 
ism) is  the  continuation  of  Leninism. 
Stalinism  did  not  flow  from  Leninism;  it 
was  a conservative  reaction  against  it. 

A qualitative  turning  point  occurred  at 
the  Bolshevik  Thirteenth  Party  Confer- 


ence in  January  1924.  In  the  discussions 
leading  up  to  that  conference.  Trotsky  and 
the  emerging  opposition  to  bureaucra- 
tism and  Stalin’s  Great  Russian  national 
chauvinist  policies  received  unexpect- 
edly broad  party  support.  The  apparatus 
panicked  and  demonstratively  slammed 
shut  the  doors  to  the  last  party  forum 
where  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  revolutionary 
core  might  have  been  able  to  overcome 
their  opponents.  The  elections  for  dele- 
gates to  this  conference  were  systemati- 
cally rigged  by  the  Troika  to  allow  only 
three  supporters  of  Trotsky  to  attend.  The 
nascent  bureaucracy  had  shaken  its  fist  in 
the  face  of  the  Opposition:  you  are  out! 

One  of  the  three  Oppositionist  dele- 
gates seated  at  the  Conference  was  Ivan 
Vrachev.  As  he  denounced  Stalin's  under- 
mining of  Lenin’s  party  from  the  floor  of 
the  Thirteenth  Conference,  he  was  repeat- 


edly interrupted  by  hecklers.  Vrachev 
fired  back  in  protest:  "Comrades,  it  may 
be  that  we  have  only  a few  hours  left  of 
full  democracy,  so  let  us  use  it!"  He  was 
right.  From  that  point  on.  the  people  who 
ruled  the  USSR,  the  way  the  USSR  was 
ruled  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
ruled  all  changed. 

It  took  some  time  for  the  bureaucracy 
to  con.solidate  its  rule.  The  Stalin  clique 
had  to  carry  out  bloody  purges  throughout 
the  1930s.  (As  an  aside,  one  of  the  things 
that  the  ICL  did  in  the  USSR  was  to  seek 
out  surviving  veterans  of  the  Trotskyist 
Opposition.  We  found  Ivan  Vrachev  and 
interviewed  him.) 

In  defending  its  privileges,  the  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy  necessarily  soon  acquired 
political  .self-consciousness  in  opposition 
to  the  Bolshevik  Party’s  Marxist  program. 
The  change  of  purpose  of  the  USSR’s 
leadership  was  encapsulated  in  December 
1924  when  Stalin  trampled  on  October’s 
banner  of  world  revolution  by  propagating 
the  false  dogma  of  economic  autarky  and 
isolationism  known  as  “socialism  in  one 
country.’’  As  a theory  it  was  absurd.  A 
workers  state  cannot  ignore  the  capitalist- 
dominated  international  economy,  in 
order  to  achieve  a classless,  socialist  soci- 
ety, what  is  required  are  socialist  revolu- 
tions to  expropriate  the  bourgeoisies  and 
establish  planned,  collectivized  econo- 
mies. But  Stalin’s  nationalist  formula 


crystallized  a mood  of  conservatism,  a 
retreat  into  a false  hope  of  stability  for 
which  Soviet  society  ached  after  years  of 
war.  revolution  and  privation. 

As  the  Kremlin  bureaucracy  became 
more  conscious  of  its  position,  this  revision- 
ism of  internationalist  principle  became  a 
rationale  for  political  betrayal.  Increas- 
ingly. Communist  parties  abroad  were 
transformed  into  Soviet  foreign-policy 
bargaining  chips  in  a bid  for  illusory 
“peaceful  coexistence"  with  imperialism. 
Over  the  coming  decades,  one  opportu- 
nity after  another  for  socialist  revolution 
in  the  capitalist  countries  was  strangled. 

The  Left  Opposition  that  emerged 
from  the  crucible  of  the  anti-bureaucratic 
struggle  in  the  Soviet  party  was  unques- 
tionably the  continuity  of  Leninism,  the 
real  heirs  to  the  1917  Russian  Revolu- 
tion. Trotsky’s  Left  Opposition  fought. 


both  in  the  Soviet  Union  and — insofar  as 
they  were  able — in  the  Communist  Inter- 
national. to  preserve  and  extend  the  gains 
of  the  Russian  Revolution.  Trotsky’s 
1928  "Critique  of  the  Draft  Program  of 
the  Communist  Internaiional"  proved 
that  the  fight  in  the  Russian  parly  was  a 
fight  not  only  for  a revival  of  the  Soviet 
proletariat  and  against  the  bureaucratic 
deformation  of  the  Soviet  Union,  but 
also  to  preserve  the  theoretical  and  pro- 
grammatic heritage  of  Bolshevism,  the 
revolutionary  Marxism  of  the  imperialist 
epoch.  Trotsky’s  The  Third  International 
After  Lenin,  containing  his  1928  "Cri- 
tique," stands  as  the  founding  statement 
of  international  Trotskyism. 

In  1933.  Hitler  came  to  power  in  Ger- 
many without  a single  shot  being  fired. 
The  Stalinists,  who  were  then  in  an  ultra- 
left  phase  that  they  termed  the  “Third 
Period.”  referred  to  the  Social  Democrats 
as  "social  fascists"  and  refused  to  call  for 
a united  front  with  this  mass  reformist 
working-class  party  against  Hitler’s  drive 
to  power.  In  the  face  of  this  historic  defeat 
— and  the  fact  that  no  opposition  was 
voiced  nor  a balance  sheet  drawn  within 
the  Stalinized  Comintern — Trotsky  called 
for  forging  a new.  Fourth  International. 

The  Communist  International  under 
Stalin,  after  the  catastrophic  ultra-left  line, 
zigzagged  to  the  right  and,  at  the  Seventh 
(and  last)  Comintern  Congress  in  1935, 
consolidated  around  a policy  of  forming 
class-collaborationist  coalitions  that  they 
termed  "popular  fronts.”  At  the  time,  the 
Stalinists  sought  to  justify  this  treacher- 
ous policy  by  arguing  that  they  were  unit- 
ing with  supposedly  “democratic”  bour- 
geois parties  “against  fascism.” 

It  was  through  tying  the  workers  politi- 
cally to  their  class  enemy  that  the  1936 
French  general  strike  was  betrayed  by  the 
French  Socialist  and  Communist  parties. 
From  the  Spanish  Revolution  of  1936-38 
to  Chile  in  1970-73.  the  popular  front  has 
served  to  undermine  any  independent  bid 
for  proletarian  power,  paralyze  its  strug- 
gles and  set  it  up  for  defeat,  often  bloody. 
Like  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  we  are  opposed 
in  principle  to  any  coalition  with  capital- 
ist parties,  whether  in  government  or  in 
opposition,  and  we  are  against  voting  for 


the  workers  parties  that  are  part  of  a 
popular-front  coalition. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Stalinist  betrayal 
in  Germany,  followed  by  the  Comintern's 
codification  of  the  reformist  popular- 
front  line.  Trotsky  and  his  comrades 
founded  the  Fourth  International  in  1938. 
The  1938  Transitional  Program  of  the 
Fourth  International  characterized  the 
Soviet  Union  under  Stalin  as  follows: 
“The  USSR  thus  embodies  terrific  con- 
tradictions. But  it  still  remains  a degen- 
erated workers’  state  Such  is  the  social 
diagnosis.  The  political  progno.sis  has  an 
alternative  character:  either  the  bureauc- 
racy, becoming  ever  more  the  organ  of 
the  world  bourgeoisie  in  the  workers’ 
state,  will  overthrow  the  new  forms  of 
property  and  plunge  the  country  back 
into  capitalism;  or  the  working  class  will 
crush  the  bureaucracy  and  open  the  way 
to  socialism." 

Trotsky’s  program  pointed  to  how 
these  contradictions  could  be  resolved: 
the  Fourth  International  fought  for  uncon- 
ditional military  defense  of  the  degener- 
ated workers  stale  from  imperialism  and 
counterrevolution.  This  was  based  on  the 
understanding  that  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy’s usurpation  of  power  was  a politi- 
cal. rather  than  social,  counterrevolution 
because  it  did  not  overthrow  the  prole- 
tarian property  forms  created  by  October. 
As  Lenin  had  taught,  the  state — a repres- 
sive apparatus  of  armed  bodies  at  its 
core — defends  the  property  relations  of 
the  ruling  class:  a bourgeois  slate  defends 
capitalist  private  property  relations,  a 
workers  slate  defends  collectivized  prop- 
erty relations.  The  Soviet  Union,  with  the 
political  rule  of  the  parasitic  and  repres- 
sive Stalinist  bureaucracy,  had  become  a 
bureaucratically  degenerated  workers  slate. 

The  Trotskyists  called  for  proletarian 
political  revolution.  Such  a revolution, 
based  on  defense  of  collectivized  prop- 
erty forms,  is  not  a social  revolution  or  a 
counterrevolution,  which  overturns  exist- 
ing property  relations  and  puts  a differ- 
ent class  in  power.  Rather  it  is  a politi- 
cal revolution  to  oust  the  bureaucracy, 
restoring  workers  soviet  democracy  and 
a Trotskyist  internationalist  leadership 
such  as  the  one  that  led  the  October 
Revolution. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED) 


Trotsky  with  graduates  of  a Red  Army  commander  school,  1924.  Working 
men  and  women  of  all  ethnicities  were  trained  to  be  leaders  of  Soviet 
industrial  and  military  power.  Inset:  1920  “Red  Banner  of  Labor”  medal 
inscribed  in  Belarusian,  Yiddish  and  Polish. 
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Further  Readings  on  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  and  Trotskyism 


First  published  in  1978,  this 
pamphlet  provides  a detailed 
historical  and  theoretical 
account  of  Lenin’s  struggle 
for  a vanguard  party. 

Includes: 

"In  Defense  of  Democratic 
Centralism"and  "The  Fight  for 
a Leninist  Vanguard  Party" 

$2  (56  pages) 


Internationa!  Communist  League  pamphlet 
comprising  three  articles  from  ICL  press: 

"The  Development  and  Extension  of  Leon 
Trotsky’s  Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution,” 
“A  Trotskyist  Critique  of  Germany  1923  and 
the  Comintern"  and  “Down  With  Executive 
Offices  of  the  Capitalist  State!"  These  articles 
together  constitute  an  introduction  to  the 
historically  founded  principles  and  program 
of  Trotskyism  (i.e.,  genuine  Marxism). 


$2  (56  pages) 

Order  from/make  checks  payable  to: 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 


The  Development  and  Extension  ot 

Leon  Trotsky’s  Theory 
of  Permanent  Revolution 


A TrotsAylsI  CnUquc  o>  Ceitnafly  1922 
ind  lb*  Comintern 


Down  With  Eiecuttfe  Otfloet 
Of  (he  Cipilaliti  State! 


7 NOVEMBER  2008 


7 


Young  Spartacus 


“Students  for  a Free  Tibet”: 
Campus  Counterrevolutionaries 


We  reprint  below  an  article  from  the 
Young  Spartacus  pages  of  Spartacist 
Canada  No.  158  (Fall  2008),  publication 
of  the  Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trotskyste 
of  Canada. 

spARTAcisTc::::::^ 

A group  called  Students  for  a Free 
Tibet  (SFT)  staged  a spate  of  tiny,  well- 
publicized  demonstrations  around  the 
Beijing  Olympics.  For  whom  and  for  what 
did  they  protest? 

The  short  answer:  for  one  of  U.S. 
imperialism's  oldest  anti-Communist  cru- 
sades. Funded  by  Washington,  the  drive 
for  a “Free  Tibet”  amounts  to  a political 
lever  for  the  restoration  of  capitalism  to 
China,  including  Tibet.  Its  victory  would 
pose  the  subjugation  of  the  world's  most 
populous  country  to  the  same  imperialist 
robbers  that  now  run  roughshod  over 
the  globe.  As  fighters  for  social  progress 
and  the  genuine  emancipation  of  all 
oppressed  peoples — as  TYotskyists — the 
Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  oppose  the  reac- 
tionary “Free  Tibet”  campaign.  We  stand 
for  the  unconditional  military  defense  of 
China  against  imperialism  and  domestic 
counterrevolution  because  it  is  a workers 
state,  albeit  bureaucratically  deformed, 
bom  of  a revolution  against  capitalism. 

The  1949  Chinese  Revolution  liberated 
the  country  from  imperialism  as  well  as 
the  domestic  capitalists  and  warlords. 
That  laid  the  basis  for  enormous  advances 
for  the  people  of  Tibet.  Secular  education, 
running  water  and  electrical  facilities  were 
eventually  erected  on  the  ashes  of  Tibet's 
Lamaist  theocracy,  which  was  based  on 
forced  peasant  labour  and  punishment  by 
floggings,  mutilations  and  amputations. 
The  average  life  span  of  Tibetans,  which 
had  been  35  years  in  1950,  rose  to  67  in 
2001.  Infant  mortality,  an  astounding  43 
percent  in  1950.  dramatically  decreased 
to  0.661  percent  in  2000. 

SFT’s  website  includes  a statement  by 
a Tibet  “support  group”  in  Spain  which 
claims  that  “over  1 million  Tibetan’s  [sic] 
were  murdered  or  died  at  the  hands  of 
Chinese  officials.”  The  shamelessness  of 
this  Big  Lie  is  exposed  by  no  less  than  a 
former  director  of  the  "Free  Tibet  Cam- 
paign” in  London.  He  noted  in  a New  York 
Times  (22  March)  op-ed  article  that  “after 
scouring  the  archives  in  Dharamsala”  he 
found  "that  there  was  no  evidence”  to 
support  the  claim  raised  by  his  and  other 
"Free  Tibet”  groups  that  1 .2  million  Tibet- 
ans have  been  killed  since  the  People's 


Xinhua 

Tibetan  herdsman  whose  foot  was 
chopped  off.  Lamaist  theocracy  was 
based  on  forced  peasant  labor  and 
punishment  by  mutilation. 


Liberation  Army  entered  Tibet  in  1950. 
Then,  the  population  of  ethnic  Tibetans 
was  only  some  2.8  million.  Now.  in  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China,  ethnic  Tibet- 
ans number  at  least  5 million,  and  over  90 
percent  of  them  speak  Tibetan.  Beware  of 
Students  for  a Free  Tibet’s  lying,  anti- 
Communist  campaigns  against  China! 

SFT  executive  director  Lhadon  Tethong 
as  well  as  other  prominent  "Free  Tibet’’ 
organizers  such  as  Freya  Putt.  Kate  Woz- 
now  and  Sam  Price  all  hail  from  British 
Columbia.  Everything  about  their  cause 
— from  its  movie-star  spokesmen  to  its 
patronizing  glorification  of  Tibetan  feu- 
dalism— reeks  of  the  self-righteous  hypoc- 
risy of  Vancouver  yuppies,  whose  affluent 
lifestyle  fads  stand  in  stark  contrast  to  the 
real  face  of  the  city;  the  AIDS,  poverty, 
drug  addiction  and  all-sided  social  devas- 
tation that  ravage  Native  people  and  oth- 
ers on  the  Downtown  Eastside. 

A feature  in  the  August  23  Globe  and 
Mail  contrasted  what  it  called  Beijing’s 
“Totalitarian"  Olympics  to  the  plans  for 
the  Vancouver  games  in  2010,  which  the 
article  claims  will  be  done  "ethically.” 
“the  Canadian  way."  The  brazen  hypoc- 
risy of  the  claims  to  moral  superiority 
made  by  this  country's  rulers  is  exposed 
by  the  diverging  fates  of  Tibetans  in  China 
and  Natives  in  Canada.  The  Chinese 
Revolution  brought  the  people  of  Tibet 
technology,  education  and  the  opportu- 
nity for  advancement.  In  Canada,  the  colo- 
nial conquerors  descended  on  the  Native 
population  bringing  disease  and  cam- 
paigns of  extermination.  Today,  the  rulers 
of  this  advanced  imperialist  country  offer 
Native  people  nothing  but  marginaliza- 
tion. degradation  and  hollow  apologies  for 
some  of  their  predecessors’  crimes.  That’s 
"the  Canadian  way.” 

“Free  Tibet”  Means 
Imperialist  Enslavement 

Earlier  this  year.  SFT  touted  the  forma- 
tion of  a "Tibetan  People’s  Uprising  Move- 
ment'’ based  in  Dharamsala,  India.  “In  the 
spirit  of  the  1959  Uprising."  this  outfit 
vows  to  “remove  all  obstacles  to  the  uncon- 
ditional return  of  His  Holiness  the  Dalai 
Lama  to  Tibet  and  his  rightful  place  as 
leader  of  the  Tibetan  people.”  What  hap- 
pened in  1 959?  A rebellion  inspired,  armed 
and  financed  by  the  CIA  originated  among 
ethnic  Tibetans  in  China’s  Sichuan  prov- 
ince and  culminated  in  a monk/aristocrat- 
led  uprising  in  Lhasa.  This  effort — preor- 
dained to  fail — was  cynically  launched  by 
the  U.S.  simply  to  harass  China,  Against 
the  imperialist  hue  and  cry  over  “poor  lit- 
tle Tibet.”  Trotskyists  stood  forthrightly 
for  the  defense  of  China. 

The  uprising  was  smashed,  the  Dalai 
Lama  fled  to  India  and  the  Communist 
Party  of  China  under  Mao  Zedong  quickly 
abolished  his  administration — the  "Tibet 
Local  Government" — which  had  been 
formed  in  1951.  Only  then  did  Mao  move 
to  abolish  the  ulag  (forced  peasant 
labour),  slavery  and  the  myriad  of  man- 
datory taxes  paid  to  the  aristocracy  and 
monasteries.  Previously,  the  monasteries 
simply  appropriated  children  to  replen- 
ish the  monk  population  while  villages 
were  forced  to  hand  over  children  for 
state  functions  in  Lhasa,  with  boys  thus 
“donated"  taken  by  the  monks  as  con- 
sorts. The  land,  livestock  and  tools  of  the 
aristocrats  who  fled  into  exile  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  peasants,  as  were  the  land 
and  chattel  of  the  monasteries  which  had 
participated  in  the  uprising.  For  its  part, 
the  CIA  continued  throughout  the  1960s 
to  train  armed  Tibetan  counterrevolution- 
aries. Ten  years  ago,  the  Dalai  Lama’s 
administration  admitted  to  having  received 


$1.7  million  a year  from  the  CIA  (New 
York  Times,  20  October  1998). 

On  this  year’s  anniversary  of  the  1959 
rebellion,  rioters  led  by  monks,  often  at 
the  head  of  teenaged  gangs,  rampaged  in 
Lhasa’s  old  Tibetan  quarter,  burning  and 
destroying  shops  run  by  ethnic  Chinese 
and  killing  at  least  13  people.  This  reac- 
tionary rampage  was  lauded  by  SFT 
Campaigns  Director  Kate  Woznow  as 
“the  largest  protests  in  Tibet  in  50  years” 
in  an  article  for  the  website  of  Vancouver’s 
“lifestyle  and  entertainment  weekly.’'  the 
Georgia  Straight  { 1 5 March).  Yet  even  the 
anti-Communist  mouthpiece  of  British 


finance  capital,  the  Economist,  which  had 
a reporter  in  Lhasa  at  the  time,  described 
the  scene  as  “an  orgy  of  anti-Chinese  riot- 
ing” (see  "Counterrevolutionary  Riots  in 
Tibet.”  SC  No.  157.  Summer  2008). 

The  CIA  Connection 

The  Tibetan  People’s  Uprising  Move- 
ment. to  whom  Woznow  refers  her  read- 
ers, is  backed  by  “Free  Tibet”  outfits  that 
openly  receive  Ending  from  the  National 
Endowment  for  Democracy  (NED).  Estab- 
lished under  the  Reagan  administration, 
the  NED  is  well-known  as  a money- 
laundering conduit  for  the  CIA.  Among 
those  it  funds  is  the  International  Tibet 
Support  Network,  whose  “Olympics  Co- 
ordinator.” the  aforementioned  Freya  Putt, 
oversaw  the  provocations  in  Beijing  this 
summer.  SFT  was  founded  in  1994  by 
another  NED-financed  outfit,  the  Inter- 
national Campaign  for  Tibet.  SFT  has 
received  financial  support  from  some- 
thing called  the  Lsdell  Foundation,  which 
is  linked  to  a multi-billion  dollar  financial 
services  company.  Aristeia  Capital.  LLC. 

He  who  pays  the  piper,  calls  the  tune. 
SFT  and  the  various  "Free  Tibet"  outfits 
with  which  it  associates  are  organically 
linked  to  the  imperialist  ruling  class  of 
the  United  Stales.  Their  activities  inter- 
twine with  the  funding  and  the  purposes 
of  the  NED — and  thus  the  CIA — at  a day- 
to-day  level. 

Especially  since  the  counterrevolution- 
ary destruction  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state  in  1991-92.  China  has  been 
in  the  cross  hairs  of  the  imperialists.  The 
strongest  of  the  remaining  bureaucrati- 
cally defonned  workers  states  (Cuba. 
North  Korea  and  Vietnam  are  the  others). 
China  is  now  surrounded  by  a whole 
system  of  U.S.  military  bases.  To  whip  up 
anti-Communist  hysteria.  George  Bush, 
Stephen  Harper  and  the  other  imperialist 
war  criminals  lecture  the  Beijing  regime 
on  human  rights"  at  every  opportunity. 

The  SYCs  call  to  defend  China  against 
counterrevolution.  At  the  same  time,  we 
politically  oppose  China's  ruling  nation- 


alist. Stalinist  bureaucracy,  whose  ideol- 
ogy of  “socialism  in  one  country”  means 
accommodating  imperialism  on  a global 
scale.  The  Chinese  proletariat  must  com- 
bat nationalism,  Han  chauvinism  (Han 
comprise  over  92  percent  of  China’s 
population)  and  all  forms  of  discrimina- 
tion against  Tibetans.  Muslim  Uighurs 
and  other  ethnic  and  national  minorities. 
A workers  political  revolution — based  on 
defending  and  extending  the  gains  of  the 
1949  Revolution — is  necessary  to  sweep 
away  the  bureaucracy  and  replace  it  with 
the  rule  of  workers  and  peasant  councils 
committed  to  the  struggle  for  commu- 
nism worldwide. 

For  North  American 
Socialist  Revolution! 

Canadian  social  democrats  portray  this 
country  as  a feel-good,  peacekeeping  coun- 
terweight to  U.S.  imperialism.  In  fact. 
Canadian  imperialism,  a junior  partner  to 
the  U.S.,  has  its  own  long,  sordid  history 
of  violence  and  oppression  at  home  and 
abroad.  And  the  social-democratic  NDP 
[New  Democratic  Party),  in  sync  with  its 
imperialist  masters,  has  always  promoted 


anti-Communism  and  counterrevolution. 
They  were  quick  to  join  the  anti-China 
furor  around  the  Tibet  riots,  issuing  a 
March  14  statement  that  expressed  “deep 
concern  and  alarm  at  the  crackdown  by 
the  government  of  China.”  A month  later, 
leading  NDP  politicians  were  among  the 
“Parliamentary  Friends  of  Tibet”  who 
made  a pilgrimage  to  Ann  Arbor.  Michi- 
gan. to  pay  homage  to  "His  Holiness”  the 
Dalai  Lama. 

The  handful  of  West  Coast  youth  who 
are  today  SFT’s  central  leaders  graduated 
from  the  ranks  of  campus  activism  to 
high-publicity  careers  as  willing  tools  of 
U.S.  imperialism.  To  the  extent  that  they 
seek  an  “au  naturel"  Tibet  where  tranquil 
and  simple  humans  live  in  “organic"  re- 
lationships unspoiled  by  “civilization.” 
they  are  simply  arrogant,  petty-bourgeois 
reactionaries  who  uphold  a society  only 
decades  ago  so  ravaged  by  sickness  that 
an  estimated  90  percent  of  the  population 
suffered  from  venereal  disease;  a society 
in  which  women  were  shared  with  their 
husbands’  male  relatives  if  poor  or  added 
to  the  stables  of  wives  of  the  rich;  a 
society  where  life  was  brutal,  harsh  and 
short  and  where  the  masses  were  offered 
not  the  least  hope  for  amelioration  or  any 
kind  of  change.  And  such  a society,  or  one 
very  much  like  it,  necessarily  under  impe- 
rialist domination,  would  re-emerge  if  the 
Lama/aristocrat  exiles  returned  to  power 
in  an  “independent"  Tibet. 

The  fate  of  the  Tibetan  people  is  inex- 
tricably bound  up  with  the  struggle  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  in  China 
and  socialist  revolution  in  the  capitalist 
countries,  not  least  imperialist  Japan  and 
the  Indian  subcontinent.  On  this  side  of 
the  Pacific,  our  perspective  is  for  work- 
ers revolution  to  sweep  away  the  rulers 
of  U.S.  and  Canadian  imperialism.  The 
Spanacus  Youth  Clubs  seek  to  win  stu- 
dents and  youth  to  the  side  of  the  work- 
ing class,  whose  interests  lie  in  the  eman- 
cipation of  all  peoples  from  all  forms  of 
oppression  and  social  backwardness.  Join 
us  in  the  fight  fora  communist  futurefU 


Reactionary  “Free 
Tibet”  protester 
attacks  young 
wheelchair-bound 
woman  bearing 
Olympic  torch  in 
Paris,  April  7. 
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A Hooverville  in  Seattle.  1934.  These  shantytowns,  sarcastically  named  after 
Herbert  Hoover,  U.S.  president  at  beginning  of  Great  Depression,  sprang  up 
throughout  America. 


Elections... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

is  no  such  thing  as  an  enduring  state  of 
bliss  in  terms  of  people's  confidence  in 
their  society.  It  is  very  much  the  product 
of  what  is  happening  to  them  at  any 
point  in  time.  Today,  everybody  is  wor- 
ried about  the  economy.  There  is  plenty 
to  worry  about. 

For  Class  Struggle  Against 
U.S.  Capitalist  Rulers! 

Our  starting  point  is  the  understanding 
that  capitalist  society  is  divided  between 
two  fundamental  classes;  the  capitalist 
class  and  the  working  class.  The  bour- 
geoisie owns  the  means  of  production — 
the  factories,  mines  and  transportation 
systems  of  modem  industrial  capitalism; 
the  proletariat,  in  order  to  survive,  is 
forced  to  sell  its  labor  power  to  the  capi- 
talists, and  through  its  labor  generates  the 
surplus  value  that  the  capitalists  reap  as 
profit.  The  interests  of  these  two  classes 
are  irreconcilably  counlerposcd. 

With  its  hands  directly  on  the  means  of 
production,  the  working  class  has  the  so- 
cial power  and  objective  interest  to  over- 
throw capitalism.  Only  then  can  the  mate- 
rial basis  be  laid  for  ending  exploitation, 
imperialist  war,  racial  and  other  forms  of 
oppression,  all  of  which  are  endemic  to 
the  capitalist  system.  But  for  the  working 
class  to  become  fully  conscious  of  its  his- 
toric task  to  overthrow  the  capitalist  order 
requires  revolutionary  leadership. 

Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels  taught 
in  the  Communist  Manifesto  that  "the 
executive  of  the  modem  state  is  but  a com- 
mittee for  managing  the  common  affairs 
of  the  whole  bourgeoisie.”  The  state  Is 
in  its  essence  special  bodies  of  armed 
men — police,  military,  prisons,  courts — 
who  maintain  the  rule  of  a few  capitalist 
overlords  over  the  many  workers  and 
oppressed.  The  state  cannot  be  taken  over 
and  run  in  the  interests  of  the  working 
class.  It  must  be  smashed  through  social- 
ist revolution. 

The  U.S.  is  today  the  Dorian  Gray  of 
imperialism.  It’s  old  and  hoary.  For  a cen- 
tury, it  has  been  the  most  powerful  and 
wealthy  imperialist  power  in  the  world.  It 
is,  of  course,  occasionally  prettified  and 
cosmetically  altered  by  those  candidates 
that  run  for  public  office.  This  is  exactly 
Barack  Obama’s  role:  he  offers  a facelift 
for  U.S.  imperialism.  American  capital- 
ism has  never  claimed  to  provide  all  peo- 
ple with  jobs  or  health  care  or  decent 
retirement  or  education  or  the  ability  to 
live  if  you  don’t  happen  to  be  employed. 
There  isn't  even  a scrap  of  paper  to  indi- 
cate that  women  might  have  equal  rights 
with  men.  The  American  capitalist  system 
maintained  Jim  Crow  segregation,  admin- 
istered by  the  Democrats  in  the  South, 
until  a little  over  40  years  ago.  The  2005 
man-made  racist  atrocity  in  the  Gulf 
Coast  in  the  face  of  Hurricane  Katrina 
shows  the  American  rulers’  very  real  and 
continuing  impulse  toward  genocide  of 
black  people. 


U.S.  imperialism  entered  onto  the  world 
stage  with  the  1898  Spanish-American 
War.  which  was  manufactured  by  news- 
paper magnate  William  Randolph  Hearst 
and  an  obliging  president.  Its  supposed 
drive  to  liberate  people  from  Spanish 
domination  was  in  fact  the  crushing  of  the 
indigenous  Cuban  independence  struggle 
and  the  slaughtering  of  up  to  half  a mil- 
lion Filipinos.  The  United  States  partici- 
pated in  the  imperialist  bloodbaths  of 
World  War  I and  World  War  II.  coming 
out  of  each  better  off  than  it  went  in — as 
opposed  to  its  imperialist  rivals.  It  ended 
the  Second  World  War  with  the  atomic 
incineration  of  Hiroshima  and  Naga- 
saki— cities  of  no  military  importance — 
in  an  already  defeated  Japan.  It  was  a 
racist  massacre  used  to  send  a message  to 
the  Soviet  Union  that  you  better  watch 
out — we’re  pretty  powerful.  Fortunately, 
the  Soviet  Union  soon  procured  nuclear 
weapons. 

Since  the  end  of  WWII.  the  U.S.  has 
been  involved  in  over  50  military  inter- 
ventions. adding  an  additional  ten  million 
dead  to  the  previous  body  counts.  Some 
six  million  were  slaughtered  in  U.S.  impe- 
rialism's counterrevolutionary  wars  in 
Korea  and  Vietnam  alone.  Today,  we 
have  the  ongoing  occupation  of  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  There  is  the  bipartisan  saber 
rattling  against  capitalist  Russia.  Both 
parties  continue  to  threaten  Iran  over  its 
nuclear  energy  program,  and  there  are 
threats  against  North  Korea.  The  U.S.  has 
increased  its  incursions  into  Pakistan,  the 
kind  of  thing  that  Obama  has  called  for. 
Obama's  cautious  and  uneven  opposition 
to  the  Iraq  war  and  occupation  is  directed 
at  restoring  U.S.  imperialism’s  ability — 
weakened  by  the  Bush  administration’s 
disastrous  policies  in  Iraq — to  project  its 
military  and  diplomatic  power  globally, 
not  least  against  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state,  the  largest  and  most  pow- 
erful of  the  remaining  states  where  capi- 
talist rule  was  overthrown. 

Then  there’s  the  current  economic  melt- 
down. Raising  the  spectre  of  the  Great 
Depre.ssion.  bourgeois  economists  and 


media  pundits  have  insisted  that  the  Wall 
Street  bailout  was  the  price  that  everyone 
had  to  pay  to  restore  stability.  Obama  and 
McCain  certainly  have  agreement  on  the 
bailout — money  out  of  the  taxpayers’  pay- 
checks  and  into  the  coffers  of  Wall  Street. 
But  the  bailout  sure  hasn’t  done  much 
for  the  economy;  the  slock  market  contin- 
ues to  plunge  or  is  at  best  erratic,  credit 
remains  tight  and  the  economy  is  contract- 
ing. Mortgage  foreclosures  are  sweeping 
the  country  at  a rate  not  seen  since  the 
Great  Depression.  The  wholesale  destruc- 
tion of  pension  programs  now  means 
that  many  are  also  seeing  the  retirement 
monies  that  they  invested  in  the  stock 
market  and  other  accounts  go  up  in 
smoke.  There  was  this  cartoon  in  the  New 
York  Times  (5  October)  of  “The  Scream” 
by  Edvard  Munch.  It  shows  the  agonized 
little  figure  on  the  bridge  screaming — 
only  in  this  case  he’s  holding  his  401(k). 

For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 

When  I was  18  years  old.  I might  have 
considered  voting  for  Democrat  Lyndon 
Johnson  in  1964.  He  was  supposed  to  be  a 
peace  candidate  and  certainly  the  “lesser 
evil,”  His  official  slogan  was  “All  the  Way 
with  LBJ.”  The  right  wing  of  Students  for 
a Democratic  Society  (SDS)  had  the  slo- 
gan. “Part  of  the  Way  with  LBJ,”  one  of 
the  funnier  “critical  support"  slogans  for 
the  Democrats.  But  you  couldn't  vote  at 
18  at  that  lime.  This  was  changed  during 
the  Vietnam  War.  "You're  old  enough  to 
kill,  but  not  for  votin’"  was  a line  from 
the  song  “The  Eve  of  Destruction."  which 
I will  not  sing  for  you. 

In  1965  I went  to  Mississippi  for  one 
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the  Democrats  have  fielded  12  openly 
anti-abortion  Congressional  candidates. 
The  reformists  who  seek  to  "pressure” 
this  other  capitalist  party  of  war  and 
racism  have  little  to  offer  but  wistful 
whining.  The  International  Socialist  Or- 
ganization wrote;  “If  the  top  Democratic 
contenders  aren’t  saying  anything  much 
this  year  about  protecting  abortion  rights, 
it's  because  liberal  pro-choice  organiza- 
tions haven’t  really  asked  them  to" 
{Socialist  Worker  online.  February  8). 

In  fact,  the  concession  made  by  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  to  legalize  abor- 
tion was  not  a result  of  pathetically  "ask- 
ing" politicians  to  do  the  right  thing.  It 
was  the  result  of  social  struggle  on  the 
streets,  linked  to  a radicalization  in  U.S. 
society — the  struggle  for  black  liberation 
and  against  U.S.  imperialism’s  losing, 
dirty  war  against  the  Vietnamese  people. 
And  such  concessions  are  in  turn  rever- 
sible in  a period  of  its  decline  That  rever- 
sal began  with  the  onset  of  the  Cold  War 
II  campaign  against  the  Soviet  Union  in 
the  late  1970s  under  Democrat  Carter, 
and  the  rollback  of  these  gains  has  been 
ongoing;  from  affirmative  action,  welfare 
and  women's  rights  to  union  rights  and 
the  overall  living  standards  of  the  work- 
ing class.  These  attacks  were  intensi- 
fied following  the  counterrevolutionary 


of  the  Freedom  Summers  with  the  Stu- 
dent Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee 
(SNCC).  Wc  were  supposed  to  be  rcgi.stcr- 
ing  blacks  to  vote — Democrat,  of  course. 
I.  like  many  others  by  this  time,  preferred 
direct  action  and  fighting  to  integrate 
lunch  counters,  although  I wa.s  for  the 
right  to  vote.  I saw  how  Mississippi  was 
controlled  by  the  Dixiecrats  and  planta- 
tion owners  like  Senator  James  Eastland, 
how  the  Mississippi  delegation  to  the 
1964  Democratic  convention  had  been  all 
white  despite  SNCC’s  vast  voter  registra- 
tion drive.  I came  back  saying  that  hell 
would  freeze  over  before  I'd  vole  for  the 
Democrats. 

Both  the  Democrats  and  Republicans 
are  capitalist  parties.  In  a “state  of  the 
union"  speech  32  years  ago.  America's 
great  essayist  and  novelist  Gore  Vidal 
aptly  noted,  “We  have  only  one  political 
party  in  the  United  Slates,  the  Properly 
Party,  with  two  right  wings.  Republican 
and  Democrat,”  For  all  his  hoopla  about 
"change,”  Obama  is  in  fact  a mainstream 
capitalist  politician,  linked  to  the  Illinois 
Democratic  machine,  who  has  put  him- 
self forward  as  the  best  candidate  to 
run  U.S.  imperialism  and  keep  working 
people,  blacks,  immigrants  and  all  the 
oppressed  down.  He  supports  the  death 
penally,  a legacy  of  slavery,  the  lynch 
rope  made  legal.  We  oppose  the  death 
penalty  as  a matter  of  principle — for  the 
guilty  as  well  as  the  innocent.  Obama 
voted  to  expand  the  border  fence  and  fur- 
ther militarize  the  border  with  Mexico. 
In  South  Africa,  immigrants  face  being 
eaten  by  lions  as  they  come  across  the 
border  from  Mozambique.  Here  in  the 
U.S.,  a more  advanced  country,  they  face 
dying  by  starvation,  being  burned  alive 
by  giant  forest  fires,  or  dismembered  rid- 
ing the  rails  in  Mexico.  People  should 
read  Enrique's  Journey  by  Sonia  Nazario 
to  get  a sense  of  what  desperate  immi- 
grants endure.  We  say;  Full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants! 

The  way  forward  is  to  break  the  politi- 
cal chains  that  bind  workers,  blacks, 
immigrants  and  the  oppressed  to  their 
class  enemy,  particularly  through  support 
to  the  Democratic  Party.  The  pro-capitalist 
trade-union  tops  have  done  their  best 
to  paralyze  class  struggle  by  promot- 
ing Democratic  Party  lesser-evilism.  Part 
and  parcel  of  building  a revolutionary 
working-class  party  in  this  country  will 
be  waging  a political  struggle  against  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy,  to  forge  a new 
leadership  of  labor  so  that  the  trade 
unions  can  realize  their  ability  to  play 
a leading  role  in  the  struggle  against 
continued  on  page  10 


destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union, 

The  enforced  ignorance  about  safe  sex 
and  birth  control,  led  in  no  small  part  by 
religious  and  anti-abortion  bigots,  has 
meant  many  unwanted  pregnancies  for 
young  girls.  It  has  also  furthered  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  Black  teens  account  for 
almost  70  percent  of  new  AIDS  cases, 
although  they  represent  only  16  percent 
of  American  teenagers.  Meanwhile,  gay 
rights  have  also  been  further  under  attack 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  as  witnessed 
by  Proposition  8 in  California  banning 
gay  marriage.  We  defend  the  rights  of 
gays  to  marry  (and  divorce)  and  to  get 
every  benefit  of  society  possible. 

It  will  not  be  through  the  voting  booth 
or  appeals  to  the  courts,  but  through  the 
massive  mobilization  of  women,  black 
people,  immigrants  and  all  the  oppressed 
under  the  leadership  of  the  working  class 
and  its  revolutionary  party  that  the  doors 
to  clinics  will  stay  open  and  decent  health 
care  and  education  will  be  made  available 
for  all.  The  liberation  of  women  requires 
nothing  less  than  a socialist  revolution 
which  will  uproot  the  private  property 
system  and  create  a socialized  planned 
economy.  Only  then  will  the  maienal 
basis  be  laid  to  replace  the  institution  of 
the  family — the  main  source  of  women’s 
oppression  under  capitalism — with  social- 
ized childcare  and  housework,  and  bring- 
ing women  full  equality  in  all  areas  of 
social  and  political  life.  For  women’s  lib- 
eration through  socialist  revolution's 
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Saturday,  November  22,  4 p.m. 
Financial  Crisis: 
Bankruptcy  of  Capitalism 
1634  Telegraph  Avenue.  3rd  floor 
Oakland 

(near  I7th  and  Broadway.  1 block  trom 
19lh  Street  BART,  ring  buzzer  on  left) 
Information  and  readings  (StO)  839-0851 
or  e-mail:  sycbayarea@sbcglobal  net 


CHICAGO 


Tuesday,  November  11,7  p.m. 
The  Capitalist  State: 

An  Instrument  of  Organized  Terror 

University  of  Chicago 
1116  E.  59th  St. 

Harper  Memorial  Library.  Room  J30 
information  and  readings  (312)  563-0441 
or  e-mail  chicagospartacist@sbcglobai  net 

Visit  the  /CL  Web  Site: 
www.icl-fi.org 


LOS  ANGELES 


Thursday,  November  13,  6 p.m. 
The  State  and  Revolution 
152  Kerckhoff  Hall,  UCLA 
Information  and  readings  (213)  380-6239 
or  e-mall  slsycla®>sbcglobal.net 


TORONTO 


Wednesday,  November  19,  6:30  p.m. 

The  Russian  Revolution: 

How  the  Working  Class  Took  Power 
University  of  Toronto 
Sidney  Smith  Building,  Room  1080 
100  St.  George  Street 
Information  and  readings  (416)  593-4138 
or  e-mail.  spartcan@on  aibn  com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  November  19,  6 p.m. 
Independence  for  Quebec! 

UBC  Student  Union  Building.  Rm.  211 
Information  and  readings:  (604)  687-0353 
or  e-mail;  trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 
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exploitation  and  oppression.  Our  concep- 
tion of  a revolutionary  workers  party  is 
not  an  electoralist  vehicle  but  an  instru- 
ment to  lead  the  exploited  and  oppressed 
in  their  struggles  to  the  revolutionary 
overturn  of  the  racist  capitalist  order. 

For  his  part,  Obama  wishes  to  become 
the  overseer  of  the  whole  plantation  and. 
as  we  have  said,  is  well  qualified  to  be  the 
chief  executive  of  U.S.  imperialism.  This 
is  not  a compliment.  We  typically  wind 
up  calling  for  imperialist  presidents  to 
be  tried  by  their  victims.  And  be  assured 
that  Barack  Obama  will  have  victims  if 
elected.  Obama’s  own  position  is  that  the 
civil  rights  movement  brought  America 
"90  percent  of  the  way”  toward  racial 
equality.  His  statement  that  "the  ineptitude 
was  colorblind"  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  is  a disgusting  lie.  It  wasn’t  inep- 
titude and  it  wasn’t  colorblind! 

The  reality  is  that  the  condition  of 
black  Americans  is  no  better,  and  in  some 
cases  worse,  than  at  the  time  of  the  civil 
rights  movement,  with  two  exceptions. 
There  has  been  a recovery  of  the  right  to 
vote,  at  least  partially.  And  there  has  also 
come  into  existence  a black  middle  class 
of  some  weight.  In  terms  of  what  the 
black  population  faces — ghettos,  cop  ter- 
ror. lack  of  jobs,  social  benefits  and 
education — things  are  as  bad  as  ever  or 
worse.  There  were  more  black  students 
when  1 went  to  UC  Berkeley  40  years  ago 
than  there  are  now.  And  of  course  there  is 
the  fact  that  since  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment. the  U.S.  has  filled  the  prisons  with 
black  people.  The  race-caste  oppression 
of  black  people  will  not  be  ended  by 
America’s  rulers.  It  is  an  invaluable  tool 
for  them  to  keep  working  people  divided 
to  put  a brake  on  class  and  social  struggle. 
It  is  precisely  the  absence  of  class  and 
social  struggle  that  allows  Obama  to  run 
as  a black  candidate  promoting  the  lie 
that  racist  oppression  is  90  percent  dead. 

The  only  way  forward  is  to  link  the 
struggle  for  black  freedom  and  equality  to 
the  fight  for  socialist  revolution.  Due  to 
their  special  oppression  and  the  fact  that 
they  are  among  the  most  conscious  and 
experienced  in  struggle,  black  workers 
are  slated  to  play  an  exceptional  role  in 
the  coming  American  socialist  revolution. 
Our  struggle  for  black  liberation  is  based 
on  the  program  of  revolutionary  integra- 
tionism.  While  opposing  every  manifes- 
tation of  racist  oppression,  fighting  in 
particular  to  mobilize  the  social  power 
of  the  multiracial  labor  movement,  we 
underline  that  full  equality  for  the  black 
masses  requires  that  the  working  class  rip 
the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of  the  capi- 
talist rulers  and  reorganize  it  on  a collec- 
tivized. socialist  basis.  Only  then  will  it 
be  possible  to  eliminate  the  material  roots 
of  black  oppression  through  the  integra- 
tion of  black  people  into  an  egalitarian 
socialist  society  based  on  a planned,  col- 
lectivized economy  with  jobs  and  quality 
housing,  health  care  and  education  for  all. 

American  “Democracy”  and 
Black  Disenfranchisement 

In  this  election,  as  in  all  previous,  we 
see  much  praise  of  democracy  and  the 
nght  to  vote  as  a vehicle  for  change.  The 
trappings  of  American  democracy  and  the 
illusions  they  reinforce  serve  a crucial 
function  for  the  capitalist  rulers  in  block- 
ing the  development  of  workers’  class 
consciousness.  We  tenaciously  defend  the 
right  to  vote.  But  we  emphasize  that  fun- 
damental change  will  not  come  through 
voting.  All  the  gains  working  people  and 
black  people  have  made  came  through 
their  seizing  them,  by  mass  struggles  on 
the  battlefields,  in  the  factories  and  on  the 
streets,  from  the  racist  rulers. 

Do  you  want  to  know  how  many  popu- 
lar voles  George  Washington  won  by? 
You  can’t  find  out.  Nor  can  you  find  out 
about  Thomas  Jefferson  or  John  Adams, 
because  there  was  no  recorded  nation- 
wide popular  vole  until  1 824.  Throughout 
the  1 9th  and  the  early  20th  centuries, 
.some  13  to  19  percent  of  the  population 
voted.  Capitalist  democracy  is  democ- 
racy for  the  capitalist  rulers,  it  is  the 


dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  struggle  to  expand  the  vote  has 
been  the  product  of  large  social  move- 
ments and  part  of  the  struggle  for  free- 
dom and  against  exploitation  and  oppres- 
sion. The  Civil  War.  the  second  American 
revolution,  gave  the  franchise  to  black  men. 
who  then  had  it  taken  away  several  dec- 
ades later  by  Jim  Crow  legislation  in  the 
.South.  The  young  Soviet  workers  repub- 
lic was  among  the  first  countries  to  accord 
women  the  right  to  vole,  which  was  the 
direct  cause  of  women  getting  the  right  to 
vole  in  other  countries,  including  the  U.S. 

The  civil  rights  movement  regained  the 
right  to  vote  for  black  people.  But  even 
that  has  been  partial,  Andrew  Hacker  has 
an  interesting  article  in  the  New  York 
Review  of  Books  (25  September)  called 
"Obama:  The  Price  of  Being  Black."  In  it 
he  explains  how  in  certain  stales  you  need 
a driver’s  license  or  other  official  ID  to 
vole;  blacks  are  less  likely  to  have  cars 
and  driver’s  licenses.  The  New  York  Times 
(5  October)  had  an  editorial  called  "Fore- 
closures and  the  Right  to  Vote."  which 
states;  "It  has  been  a long  time  since  there 


were  property  requirements  for  voting. 
Election  officials  must  not  impose  them 
now.  by  disenfranchising  people  because 
they  have  lost,  or  are  losing,  their  homes” 
— i.e..  blacks.  Latinos  and  working-class 
poor. 

But  it  is  mass  black  incarceration  that 
has  had  the  most  impact.  If  you  have  been 
in  prison,  then  in  most  states  (Florida  is  the 
most  notorious)  you  lose  the  right  to  vote, 
sometimes  for  life.  We’re  for  the  decrimi- 
nalization of  all  drugs  and  say  that  the 
"war  on  drugs"  is  a war  on  black  people. 
Some  13  percent  of  black  men  have  been 
disenfranchised  through  incarceration.  We 
demand  the  restoration  of  all  citizenship 
rights  to  all  prisoners  and  ex-felons, 

For  New  October  Revoiutiorts! 

Against  all  reformist  illusions  and  delu- 
sions in  the  reformabiliiy  of  the  capitalist 
system,  we  point  to  the  1917  Russian 
Revolution  as  our  model.  It  was  the  sin- 
gle most  liberating  event  in  human  his- 
tory. The  capitalist  owners  and  the  land- 
lords were  expropriated,  and  land  was 
given  to  the  peasants.  The  right  of  self- 
determination  was  declared  for  the  nations 
and  peoples  of  the  former  tsarist  prison 
house  of  peoples.  In  the  course  of  the 
1917  Revolution,  the  soviets,  popular 
organs  of  insurrection  and  working-class 
power,  were  formed.  Representatives  from 
these  soviets  constituted  the  working- 
class  government  that  emerged  from  the 
October  Revolution  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Bolshevik  Party.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  even  after  the  political  degenera- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  began 
in  1923-24  under  the  nationalist  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  the  Soviet  economy  grew  dur- 
ing the  Great  Depression.  This  is  because 
it  was  not  a society  run  for  profit  but 
by  collectivized  social  planning,  albeit 
bureaucratically. 

Marx’s  statement  in  the  Communist 
Manifesto  that  the  working  class  is  the 
only  social  force  capable  of  overturn- 
ing capitalism  and  proceeding  to  build 
a socialist  order  was  realized  by  the 


Bolshevik  Revolution— the  word  became 
flesh.  We  stood  for  the  unconditional 
military  defense  of  the  Soviet  degener- 
ated workers  state  against  imperialism 
and  capitalist  counterrevolution — ^just  a.s 
we  do  today  for  the  remaining  deformed 
workers  states  of  China.  North  Korea, 
Vietnam  and  Cuba,  At  the  same  time, 
we  fight  for  workers  political  revolution 
to  oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucracies  and 
replace  them  with  regimes  based  on  work- 
ers democracy  and  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalism. In  1991-92,  as  our  political 
opponents  on  the  left  acted  as  cheerlead- 
ers for  Yeltsin’s  counterrevolution,  we 
fought  to  the  end  in  defense  of  the  home- 
land of  the  October  Revolution.  We  fight 
for  new  October  Revolutions. 

Reformists,  Greens 
and  Obamania 

What  about  the  Green  Party  and  Green 
presidential  nominee  Cynthia  McKinney? 
The  Greens  are  a small  capitalist  party. 
They  are  quite  clear  in  their  program  that 
they  are  for  small-time  capitalism.  One 
feels  like  reminding  them  that  small-time 


capitalism  becomes  big-time  capitalism. 
McKinney  is  not  well  known.  On  the 
campuses  students  came  up  to  us  when 
they  saw  our  signs  against  McKinney  as 
a bourgeois  politician,  telling  us  that  we 
had  misspelled  McCain’s  name!  McKin- 
ney is  one  of  many  homeless  Democratic 
politicians  who  use  the  Green  Party  as  a 
vehicle  to  try  to  pressure  the  Democrat.s  to 
the  left.  McKinney’s  role  is  to  herd  radi- 
cal youth,  workers,  blacks  and  others  fed 
up  with  the  Democrats  back  into  the 
Democratic  camp. 

For  all  her  claims  to  stand  "independ- 
ent" of  the  Democrats.  McKinney,  herself 
a longtime  Democrat,  issued  a statement 
of  congratulations  to  Obama,  after  Hillary 
Clinton  conceded  the  primary  race,  that 
was  clear  enough:  "Coming  from  Barack 
Obama,  the  word  ‘change*  did  not  appear 
as  just  another  empty  campaign  slogan.  It 
galvanized  millions  of  people — mostly 
young  people — to  register  to  vote  and  to 
get  active  in  the  political  system."  After 
laying  out  a series  of  liberal  demands, 
certainly  more  left-sounding  than  most 
Democratic  politicians.  McKinney  expli- 
cated the  central  task  of  her  campaign; 
“I  encourage  the  Democratic  Party  and 
its  new  presumptive  nominee.  Senator 
Obama,  to  embrace  these  important  sug- 
gestions for  policy  initiatives."  McKinney 
and  the  Greens  not  only  act  as  shills  for 
the  Democrats,  but  more  broadly  steer  the 
disgruntled  into  the  illusory  quest  for 
reform  through  electoralism — as  though 
the  right  politician  will  change  ail. 

In  this  the  Democrats  and  Greens  are 
served  by  the  reformist  left  which,  espe- 
cially since  the  counterrevolutionary  de- 
struction of  the  Soviet  Union,  has  ever 
more  defined  its  political  activity  as  within 
the  bounds  of  bourgeois  democracy.  The 
anti-Communist  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  ha.s  acted  as  an  append- 
age of  bourgeois  democracy  from  its  incep- 
tion. when  it  made  common  cause  with 
the  imperialists  in  their  drive  for  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Currently  the  ISO  has  been  seized,  as  has 


much  of  the  left,  by  Obamania.  While  not 
coming  out  openly  in  support  of  Barack 
Obama,  they  have  been  gushing  about  his 
message  of  "hope." 

In  their  monthly  theoretical  journal. 
International  Soualist  Review  (March- 
April  2(K)S).  they  write  that  "just  breaking 
the  stifling  conservative  orthodoxy  of 
the  last  generation  would  make  liberal- 
ism a more  viable  ideological  alternative 
for  millions  who  want  to  see  real  social 
change."  That’s  the  ISO  summed  up:  try- 
ing to  resurrect  Democratic  Party  liberal- 
ism. Having  supported  Ralph  Nader  and 
the  capitalist  Greens  in  the  past,  the  ISO 
wrote  this  year;  "While  Nader  may  be 
the  candidate  who  deserves  our  votes  in 
November,  we  at  Socialist  Wirrker  believe 
it  would  be  a poor  use  of  scarce  resources 
for  those  who  want  to  build  a stronger 
left  to  concentrate  their  energies  working 
on  Nader’s  candidacy"  iSocialist  Worker. 
7 March).  They  have  since  flirted  with 
supporting  McKinney,  but  are  not  pul- 
ling much  into  that  campaign;  they’re 
too  busy  cozying  up  to  the  Democrats. 
They  enthused  over  Obama’s  March  18 


"More  Perfect  Union"  speech  where  he 
denounced  Reverend  Jeremiah  Wright: 
“Obama  proceeded  to  do  what  no  ‘elect- 
able’  presidential  candidate  has  ever 
done — speak  explicitly  about  the  reality 
of  racism  in  America”  {Socialist  Worker. 
28  March).  No!  Obama  s talked  about  race 
in  order  to  dismiss  race.  Regarding  Obama, 
they  grotesquely  wrote:  “U.S.  politics  are 
at  a potential  turning  point,  in  which  a 
nation  founded  upon  slavery,  with  racism 
ingrained  in  its  very  foundation,  could 
finally  begin  to  correct  its  hideous  past" 
{Socialist  Worker  online.  5 June). 

The  misnamed  Revolutionary  Commu- 
nist Party  (RCP)  has  denounced  Obama 
as  being  on  the  same  side  as  Bush  and 
McCain,  but  don’t  let  their  posturing  fool 
you.  The  RCP.  through  its  World  Can’t 
Wait  coalition,  has  worked  tirelessly  to 
mobilize  liberals  to  "Drive  out  the  Bush 
regime!"  And  replace  it  with  what?  The 
Democrats!  During  the  2004  elections, 
they  told  their  readers  and  members  to 
"vote  for  Kerry  if  you  feel  you  really  have 
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Left;  Heroic  black  Massachusetts  54th  Regiment  charging  Fort  Wagner  in  South  Carolina  during  the  Civil  War,  July 
1863.  Black  troops  were  key  to  Union  victory  that  smashed  chattel  slavery.  Right:  Southern  blacks  voting  in  1867 
during  Reconstruction. 
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lo”  (Revolutionary  Worker,  29  August 
2004).  The  RCP's  appeal  to  bourgeois- 
liberal  politicians  comes  across  in  the 
World  Can’t  Wait's  call  for  protests  at 
the  Democratic  National  Convention  in 
Denver,  The  call  (printed  in  Revolution, 
3 August)  does  not  demand  that  the  U.S. 
get  out  of  Afghanistan.  Obama’s  preferred 
theatre  of  imperialist  carnage.  It  obscenely 
exhorts  people  to  take  responsibility  for 
the  actions  of  “your  government."  This  is 
not  our  government  and  imperialism  is 
not  a policy  that  can  be  pressured  to 
change  through  protest. 

Workers  World  Party  (WWP)  explic- 
itly supports  capitalist  Green  candidate 
Cynthia  McKinney.  The  Party  for  Social- 
ism and  Liberation  (PSL),  which  split 
from  WWP.  are  themselves  running  as 
Greens  and  in  California  under  the  petty- 
bourgeois  Peace  and  Freedom  Party,  But 
in  case  this  crossing  of  the  class  line  was 
not  clear  enough,  the  PSL  wrote  in  an 
article  hailing  McKinney’s  and  Cindy 
Sheehan’s  candidacies  that  they  have 
“the  potential  to  build  a stronger  base  for 
the  people's  progressive  movement  in  the 
coming  period"  (23  August  statement, 
www.pslweb.org).  My  parents  were  in 
the  Communist  Party,  and  1 heard  a lot 
about  “progressive"  movements  growing 
up.  That  always  means  reforming  capi- 
talism. In  fact  the  only  people  I have 
met  who  support  McKinney  are  leftists 
who  remain  committed  to  electoralism. 
Frankly  it’s  a sham  because  they  know 
all  their  supporters  are  going  to  go  for 
Obama  anyway. 

Socialist  Action,  in  arguing  against 
voting  for  the  Democrats  or  Republicans, 
nevertheless  shows  where  they  are  really 
coming  from;  "Elections  pose  the  ques- 
tion as  to  which  class  will  rule  society." 
And  later  on;  "Again,  elections  in  essence 
pose  the  issue  of  power,  of  which  class 
shall  rule,  the  minority  capitalists  or  the 
majority  of  workers  and  their  allies  among 
the  oppressed"  (Socialist  Action,  August 
2008).  This  is  anti-Marxist  and  anti- 
Leninist.  Elections  do  not  pose  the  ques- 
tion of  state  power;  the  working  class  has 
to  seize  state  power  through  socialist  revo- 
lution. as  the  Russian  Revolution  showed. 

Down  With  Executive  Offices 
of  the  Capitaiist  State! 

The  fundamental  line  between  reform 
and  revolution  is  one's  attitude  toward 
the  bourgeois  state.  The  reformist  atti- 
tude is  that  one  can  administer  it  in  the 
interests  of  workers;  Marxists  understand 
that  the  capitalist  state  apparatus  must  be 
smashed  through  proletarian  revolution 
and  replaced  with  organs  of  working- 
class  power.  It  was  in  this  framework 
that  we  took  up  the  question  of  running 
candidates  for  executive  office  during 
the  Fifth  International  Conference  of 


the  International  Communist  League  (of 
which  the  Spartacist  League  is  the  U.S. 
section)  in  early  2007.  By  executive  office 
we  mean  the  mayor,  the  governor,  the 
president.  Unlike  the  U.S.  Congress,  par- 
liaments and  other  legislative  bodies, 
where  communist  deputies  can.  as  oppo- 
sitionists. serve  as  revolutionary  tribunes 
of  the  working  class,  assuming  executive 
office  requires  taking  responsibility  for 
the  administration  of  the  machinery  of 
the  capitaiist  state.  As  Marxists,  we  do 
not  stand  for  executive  office.  To  stand 
for  election  to  executive  positions  carries 
the  implication  that  one  is  ready  to  accept 
such  responsibility,  no  matter  what  dis- 
claimer one  makes  in  advance.  For  self- 
proclaimed  Marxists  to  engage  in  .such 
activity  only  lends  legitimacy  to  prevail- 
ing and  reformist  conceptions  of  the  state. 

The  distinctions  between  executive  and 
legislative  offices  are  clearer  when  you 
see  them  in  action.  When  I was  visiting 
South  Africa  recently.  1 spoke  to  a young 
man  who  was  in  the  youth  group  of  the 
South  African  Communist  Party  (SACP) 
about  the  fact  that  a leader  of  the  SACP. 
which  is  in  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
Tripartite  Alliance  and  helps  run  capital- 
ism for  the  Randlords.  is  the  Minister  of 
Safety  and  Security  and  called  out  the 
army  and  cops  against  black  strikers  last 
year.  The  young  man  looked  pained  and 


said;  “Well,  that’s  his  job  description." 
Well,  if  elected.  Obama’s  job  description 
will  be  to  run  U.S.  imperialism. 

We  stand  on  the  first  four  Congresses 
of  the  Third  or  Communist  International 
(Comintern),  the  revolutionary  interna- 
tional built  by  the  Bolsheviks  in  the 
immediate  aftermath  of  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution. But  we  are  not  totally  uncritical. 
The  Second  Congress  of  the  Comintern 
produced  “Theses  on  the  Communist  Par- 
ties and  Parliamentarism"  that  contained 
contradictory  language  on  the  appropri- 
ateness of  Communists  running  munici- 
pal councils.  Thesis  5 noted  correctly  that 
“the  bourgeoisie’s  institutions  of  local 
government.,  are  in  reality  organizations 
similar  to  the  mechanism  of  the  bourgeois 
state,  which  must  be  destroyed  by  the 
revolutionary  proletariat  and  replaced  by 
local  soviets  of  workers'  deputies."  But 
Thesis  13  states  that  Communists  who 
“hold  a majority  in  institutions  of  local 
government”  should  "organize  revolu- 
tionary opposition  against  the  central 
bourgeois  government."  Administering 
local  councils  has  historically  been  used 
as  a mechanism  by  which  the  bourgeoisie 
has  co-opted  reformist  parties  into  the 
capitalist  order.  In  "Down  With  Executive 
Offices  of  the  Capitalist  State!"  (reprinted 
in  the  April  2008  ICL  pamphlet.  The 
Development  and  Extension  of  Leon  Trot- 


sky's Theory  of  Permanent  Revolution), 
we  stated; 

“In  adopting  the  position  against  running 
for  executive  office,  we  are  recognizing 
and  codifying  whai  should  be  seen  a.s 
a corollary  to  Lenin’s  The  Stole  ami  Revo- 
lution and  The  PmleUirian  Revolution  and 
the  Renexade  Kouiskv,  which  arc  really 
the  founding  diKuments  of  the  Third  Inicr- 
naiional.  This  understanding  was  aiieriu- 
aled  by  the  time  of  the  Second  Congress 
of  the  Cl.  which  failed  to  draw  a distinc- 
tion between  parliamentary  and  executive 
office  in  pursuing  electoral  activity.  Thus 
wc  arc  continuing  to  complete  the  theoreti- 
cal and  programmatic  work  of  the  first 
four  Congresses  of  the  Cl.  ii  is  easy 
enough  to  pledge  that  you  won't  lake 
executive  office  when  the  chance  of  win- 
ning is  remote.  But  the  question  is;  what 
happens  when  you  win?.,.  If  we  cannot 
arrive  al  a correct  answer  of  how  lo  deal 
with  executive  office.s  we  will  inevitably 
bend  in  the  direction  of  reformism  when 
the  issue  is  posed  " 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Bolshevik  Revo- 
lution. Trotsky  made  a point  that  the  world 
is  rotten-ripe  for  socialist  revolution.  By 
that  he  meant  all  the  objective  conditions 
existed  for  proletarian  revolution.  What 
was  needed,  as  Trotsky  and  other  revo- 
lutionaries underlined,  was  revolutionary 
leadership,  the  subjective  factor.  The 
question  of  forging  a leadership  capable 
of  leading  the  proletariat  to  power  is  one 
of  the  main  lessons  of  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution. The  revolution  was  victorious 
because  of  the  leadership  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks.  The  forging  of  a 
revolutionary  party  to  lead  the  proletariat 
to  fulfill  its  historic  mission  as  destroy- 
ers of  the  bourgeois  order  remains  the 
main  crisis  today.  One  thing  we  have  to 
acknowledge  is  that  with  the  counterrevo- 
lutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
this  crisis  has  been  deepened,  with  even 
advanced  sections  of  the  working  class  no 
longer  viewing  their  struggles  as  part  of  a 
fight  for  socialism.  Marxism  must  once 
again  win  the  allegiance  of  the  proletariat. 

The  need  for  class  struggle  is  critically 
urgent  in  this  country,  where  workers  do 
not  even  perceive  themselves  as  a class 
opposed  to  the  capitalists.  Struggles  will 
occur.  The  capitalist  order  of  exploita- 
tion and  oppression  will  summon  class 
awakenings.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  there 
is  nothing  to  do  now — you  know,  go 
home  and  “call  me  when  the  socialist 
revolution  is  on."  We  must  not  passively 
await  the  stirring  of  the  masses.  We  must 
assemble  the  cadres  to  forge  a revolu- 
tionary working-class  party  so  that  when 
the  proletariat  awakens,  the  cadres  are 
assembled  to  lead  the  struggle  to  overturn 
the  bloody  American  imperialist  order. 
The  task  of  the  ICL  is  to  organize,  train 
and  steel  the  proletarian  vanguard  parties, 
sections  of  a reforged  Fourth  Interna- 
tional. necessary  for  the  seizure  of  state 
power  and  the  establishment  of  workers 
rule  around  the  globe.! 


U.S.  War 
Criminals... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

Under  the  U.S.  invasion  and  occupa- 
tion of  Iraq,  age-old  ethnic  and  religious 
antagonisms — which  were  stoked  by  the 
imperialists’  divide-and-rule  carve-up 
of  the  Near  East  and  exacerbated  by 
decades  of  bourgeois-nationalist  rule — 
have  erupted  in  an  all-sided  orgy  of 
bloodletting.  We  call  for  the  military 
defense  of  Iraqi  and  Afghan  forces  inso- 
far as  they  aim  their  blows  against  the 
impenalist  occupiers  and  their  lackeys.  At 
the  same  time,  we  stand  in  intransigent 
political  opposition  to  the  Islamic  funda- 
mentalists and  nationalists  who  have  also 
engaged  in  communalist  slaughter. 

The  vaunted  "surge”  has  merely  re- 
sulted in  a decline  in  U.S.  casualties. 
Meanwhile,  the  various  Sunni  and  Shi'ite 
forces  continue  to  bomb  their  rivals' 
mosques,  neighborhoods  and  market- 
places throughout  Iraq,  In  Mosul,  tensions 
between  Kurds  and  the  Shi’ite-led  central 
government  for  control  of  the  city  have 
reached  a boiling  point  One  consequence 
of  the  sectarian  violence  is  shown  in  the 
fate  of  the  Iraqi  Christians,  whose  num- 


bers were  cut  in  half  over  the  last  five 
years  through  forced  expulsions  and  mur- 
der, Christians  have  lived  in  the  area  for 
nearly  two  millennia,  surviving  countless 
invasions  and  occupations  only  to  have 
their  existence  threatened  by  the  Christian 
fundamentalist  regime  in  Washington. 

It  was  the  counterrevolutionary  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Union,  a world-historic 
defeat  for  the  international  proletariat,  that 
emboldened  U.S.  imperialism  to  wield  its 
military  might  far  and  wide,  especially  in 
the  strategically  important  and  oil-rich 
Near  East.  The  Soviet  Union  was  the 
homeland  of  the  October  Revolution  of 
1917,  the  world’s  first  and.  to  date,  only 
victorious  workers  revolution.  While  the 
reformist  “socialists”  joined  in  cheering 
the  demise  of  the  USSR,  we  Trotskyists 
fought  to  the  end  in  defense  of  the  Soviet 
workers  state  and  its  collectivized  prop- 
erty forms.  With  the  U.S.  imperialists 
today  intent  on  overturning  the  gains  of 
the  1949  Chinese  Revolution  that  resulted 
in  the  smashing  of  capitalist  rule,  the 
international  proletariat  must  stand  for  the 
unconditional  military  defense  of  China 
and  the  other  deformed  workers  states 
against  imperialism  and  counterrevolu- 
tion. We  call  for  workers  political  revolu- 
tion in  these  slates  to  oust  the  Stalinist 
bureaucratic  misrulers  and  replace  them 


with  regimes  based  on  workers  democ- 
racy and  revolutionary  internationalism. 

Imperialist  war  abroad  goes  hand  in 
hand  with  increasing  immiseration,  re- 
pression and  racist  oppression  at  home. 
What  is  necessary  is  class-struggle  oppo- 
sition to  U.S.  imperialism  by  the  multi- 
racial proletariat  in  this  country.  The 
primary  obstacle  to  this  course  is  the  pre- 
capitalist labor  bureaucracy,  which  subor- 


dinates the  proletariat  to  its  capitalist 
class  enemy,  particularly  by  promoting 
Democratic  Party  “lesser  evilism."  The 
fight  for  revolutionary  leadership  is  key. 
Our  purpose  is  to  forge  the  multiracial 
workers  party  that  will  lead  the  proletariat 
in  sweeping  away  the  bloody  capitalist 
system  that  breeds  war  and  put  the  wealth 
of  this  country  into  the  hands  of  the  work- 
ers who  create  it.a 
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U.S.  Strikes  Pakistan,  Syria 


Left:  U.S.  air  strike  on  Pakistani  border  post  kilted  eleven  soldiers,  June  10.  Right:  Syrian  villagers  carrying  coffins  of  relatives  killed  in  October  26  U.S.  military 
attack  on  Sukkariyah  village,  on  the  Syria-lraq  border. 


U.S.  War  Criminals: 
Hands  Off  the  World ! 


Out  of  Iraq,  Afghanistan! 


In  the  past  weeks.  U S,  imperi- 
alist forces  have  attacked  sites  in 
Pakistan  and  Syria,  threatening  to 
spread  the  carnage  of  the  bloody 
occupations  of  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq  into  these  neighboring  countries.  On 
October  26.  the  U.S.  military  staged  an 
attack  on  the  Syrian  village  of  Sukka- 
riyah. with  soldiers  emerging  from  heli- 
copters to  gun  down  eight  people,  includ- 
ing four  children.  Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  is 
now  routinely  launching  Predator  drone 
missile  strikes  into  Pakistan’s  western  tri- 
bal regions.  Two  recent  attacks  last  Fri- 
day claimed  an  additional  27  lives. 

The  offensive  into  the  Pakistani  tribal 
region  bordering  Afghanistan  includes  at 
least  one  ground  raid.  On  September  3. 
helicopter-borne  U.S.  commandos  carried 
out  an  assault  in  Pakistan,  killing  some  20 
people.  In  line  with  secret  orders  issued 
by  President  Bush  in  July  authorizing 
such  raids,  this  attack  took  place  without 
prior  approval  from  the  U.S.’s  nominal 
ally  in  Islamabad.  With  these  orders. 
Bush  is  following  the  course  recom- 
mended by  Barack  Obama,  who  since  the 
beginning  of  his  campaign  has  expressed 
a willingness  to  make  military  incursions 
into  Pakistan  in  pursuit  of  “terrorists." 

These  U.S.  military  incursions  have 
touched  off  a firestorm  of  protest,  includ- 
ing a rally  of  thousands  in  Damascus. 
While  the  new  Pakistani  regime  has  previ- 
ously acquiesced  to  the  airstrikes,  includ- 
ing by  allowing  the  CIA  to  fly  the  drones 
from  a secret  military  base  within  its  bor- 
ders. popular  outrage  at  the  September  3 
assault  prompted  the  Islamabad  regime  to 
threaten  to  cut  off  the  supply  routes  of  its 
imperialist  patron  in  the  event  of  any 
future  ground  raids.  Recently,  in  response 
to  the  raging  discontent,  the  Pakistani  gov- 
ernment issued  statements  protesting  the 
bombings  in  the  tribal  regions. 

Many  Pakistanis  trace  the  origins  of  the 
uprising  in  the  Bajaur  tribal  area  to  a U S. 
missile  strike  on  an  Islamic  seminary 
there  in  November  2006.  Under  heavy 
pressure  from  the  U.S..  the  Pakistani  mili- 
tary is  now  waging  a brutal  offensive  in 
Bajaur  to  suppress  the  uprising,  forcing 


some  300.000  people  to  flee  the  area.  The 
disintegration  of  Pakistan,  a highly  fragile 
and  nuclear-armed  country,  could  well 
ignite  the  kind  of  communalist  slaughter 
that  has  attended  the  U.S.  invasion  and 
occupation  of  Iraq.  The  resulting  death 
and  destruction  from  a conflagration  on 
the  Asian  subcontinent  would  eclipse 
that  of  the  brutal  occupation  of  Iraq. 

In  advance  of  the  2003  invasion  of 
Iraq,  the  White  House  announced  what 
came  to  be  known  as  the  "Bush  doctrine" 
of  unilateral  “pre-emptive”  war  against 
any  perceived  adversary.  The  2002 
“Nuclear  Posture  Review"  listed  seven 
countries,  including  the  deformed  work- 
ers states  of  China  and  North  Korea,  for 
nuclear  first  strike.  Last  week.  Defense 
Secretary  Robert  Gates  expanded  the 
"Bush  doctrine."  arrogating  to  the  U.S. 
the  “right"  to  nuke  any  "enemy”  country 
it  wants  at  any  time.  With  its  A-bombing 
of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  in  the  Second 
World  War,  the  U.S.  demonstrated  its 
willingness  to  inflict  such  destruction  in 
the  service  of  its  appetites  to  control  the 
world.  Nevertheless  it  is  no  accident  that 
this  policy  has  been  reasserted  at  this 
time.  The  burgeoning  economic  crisis  in 
the  U.S  and  its  militarily  weakened  state 
make  U.S.  imperialism  an  even  greater 
danger  to  the  world's  working  and 
oppressed  peoples. 

This  will  not  change,  whoever  wins 
the  U.S.  elections.  John  McCain  is  prom- 
ising an  Iraq-style  “surge"  in  Afghani- 
stan while  Obama  is  pledging  at  least 
10.000  more  troops.  Both  support  fur- 
ther U.S.  military  action  inside  Pak- 
istan. Meanwhile.  U.S.  troops  will  re- 
main in  Iraq,  whether  at  current  levels  or 
as  a "residual  force"  deemed  necessary 
by  Obama  and  described  by  his  advisers 
as  totaling  up  to  50.000  troops.  As  for 
Iran.  Obama  has  joined  McCain  in  issu- 
ing threats  over  its  nuclear  program, 
declaring  that  "we  must  never  take  the 


military  option  off  the  table." 

Obama,  who  was  seen  by  many  as  the 
"antiwar”  candidate,  has  surrounded  him- 
self with  the  likes  of  Zbigniew  Brzezinski 
and  Madeleine  Albright.  As  a pan  of  the 
Carter  administration,  Brzezinski  was 
godfather  to  the  reactionary  Afghan  muja- 
hedin cutthroats  financed  by  the  CIA 
against  the  Soviet  Army,  which  inter- 
vened in  Afghanistan  in  late  1979  in  de- 
fense of  the  USSR’s  southern  flank  and 
on  the  side  of  elementary  human  progress. 
Albright  was  Clinton's  Secretary  of  State, 
who  extolled  the  UN  starvation  blockade  of 
Iraq  and  was  a key  player  in  the  U.S./ 
NATO  bombing  of  Serbia  in  1999, 

In  Berlin  this  summer.  Obama  gave 
a speech  designed  to  reinvigorate  "West- 
ern allies"  behind  U.S.  imperialist  aims 
abroad,  denouncing  “the  Soviet  shadow 
(that]  had  swept  across  Eastern  Europe" 
after  World  War  11.  while  leaving  unmen- 
tioned the  fact  that  the  Red  Army  had 
defeated  the  scourge  of  Nazi  terror  in 
Europe.  In  the  aftermath  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  Union.  Obama’s  anti- 
communism today  serves  a real  purpose 
in  targeting  the  deformed  workers  stales 
of  Cuba.  North  Korea.  Vietnam  and  espe- 
cially China,  the  largest  and  most  power- 
ful of  the  countries  where  capitalist  rule 
has  been  overthrown. 

The  only  way  to  pul  an  end  to  imperi- 
alist war  is  to  tear  up  the  whole  capitalist 
system  by  its  roots  through  workers  revo- 
lution and  to  establish  a .socialist  society. 
As  revolutionary  Marxists  in  the  belly 
of  the  imperialist  beast,  the  Spartacist 
League/U.S..  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League,  demands  the  imme- 
diate and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  all 
U.S.  forces  from  Iraq.  Afghanistan,  the 
Near  East  and  Central  Asia.  U.S.  bands 
off  the  wor!d! 

In  the  lead-up  to  and  during  the  U.S. 
invasions  of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq,  we 
stressed  that  it  was  in  the  class  interest  of 


the  international  proletariat  to 
defend  those  countries  against 
imperialist  attack  without  extend- 
ing any  political  support  to  the 
Taliban  cutthroats  or  Saddam 
Hussein’s  bloody  capitalist  regime.  Every 
victory  for  the  imperialists  in  their  mili- 
tary adventures  encourages  more  preda- 
tory wars;  every  setback  .serves  to  assist 
the  struggles  of  working  people  and  the 
oppressed. 

The  U.S.  imperialists  have  repeatedly 
engaged  in  saber  rattling  against  Iran,  as 
they  seek  to  stamp  out  any  regime  that 
does  not  bow  to  their  dictates.  Iran  in  par- 
ticular has  been  singled  out  for  its  ura- 
nium enrichment  program.  In  support  of 
the  perspective  of  effectively  disarming 
Iran,  the  reformist  International  Socialist 
Organization  and  its  Campus  Antiwar 
Network  and  the  Revolutionary  Commu- 
nist Party  {through  its  World  Can’t  Wait 
outfit)  signed  a petition  begging  the  war 
criminals  Bush  and  Cheney  not  to 
‘’aggressively’’  anack  Iran,  while  advising 
the  imperialist  chiefs  to  “lead  the  way  to 
peace"!  The  petition  argues  that  “the  most 
effective  way  to  prevent  Iran  from  devel- 
oping nuclear  weapons  would  be  to 
closely  monitor  its  nuclear  energy  pro- 
gram" (see  "ISO.  RCP  to  Bush:  Disarm 
Iran.  'Lead  the  Way  to  Peace’."  WV  No. 
870,  12  May  2006). 

The  reformists  operate  within  the 
framework  of  the  capitalist  system,  a sys- 
tem that  can’t  be  made  to  serve  the  inter- 
ests of  working  people  and  the  oppressed, 
much  less  inaugurate  world  peace.  Impe- 
rialism. the  highest  stage  of  capitalism,  is 
nothing  other  than  the  competition  among 
the  industrial  powers  for  profits  and 
spheres  of  infiuence.  which  ignites  wars 
of  conquest  and  gives  rise  to  neocolonial 
pillage.  We  say  that  Iran  needs  nuclear 
weapons  and  adequate  delivery  systems  to 
defend  itself  and  to  deter  an  imperialist 
attack.  In  the  event  of  military  attack  against 
it  by  the  U.S.  imperialists  or  Israel  acting 
as  a proxy  for  the  U.S..  we  would  call  for 
military  defense  of  Iran  while  giving  no 
political  support  to  its  theocratic  regime. 

continued  on  page  II 
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Break  with  the  Capitalist  Democratic  Party! 
For  a Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 


AP  photos 

From  Bush  to  Obama,  imperialist  war  and  capitalist  economic  crisis  wiii  continue.  Left:  U.S.  Marines  in  Afghanistan,  Juiy  2008.  Right;  Line  at 
New  York  job  fair  as  unemployment  soars. 


The  election  of  Barack  Obama  as  the 
first  black  president  of  the  United  States 
has  aroused  great  expectations  among 
working  people  and  the  oppressed  around 
the  world.  Black  people  and  others  cele- 
brated on  streets  throughout  the  coun- 
try the  election  of  the  next  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  bloody  U.S.  imperialism. 
Michelle  Obama,  the  descendeni  of 
slaves,  will  be  first  lady  in  a White  House 
whose  foundations  were  laid  by  slave 
labor.  This  is  something  most  Americans 
never  expected  to  see  in  their  lifetime. 
Amid  fears  of  a new  Great  Depression,  as 
millions  of  working  people  are  losing 
their  homes  and  unemployment  grows, 
hopes  for  "change”  center  on  the  incom- 
ing Democratic  Obama  administration. 
These  hopes  will  be  brutally  dashed. 

As  America's  next  top  cop.  Obama  will 
preside  over  the  racist  capitalist  system, 
which  is  based  on  the  exploitation  of 
working  people  at  home  and  abroad.  As 
against  the  reformists,  who  either  explicitly 
or  implicitly  backed  Obama,  we  Marxists 
fight  to  break  working  people  and  the 
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oppressed  from  illusions  in  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party  of  war  and  racism.  On 
principle,  we  do  not  vote  for,  or  otherwise 
extend  any  political  support  to.  any  capi- 
talist politician — Democrat.  Republican. 
Green  or  “independent.”  As  the  front-page 
headline  of  WV  No.  923  (24  October) 
emphasized;  "McCain.  Obama;  Class  Ene- 
mies of  Workers.  Oppressed.” 

We  Marxists  also  do  not  run  for  the 
executive  offices  of  the  bourgeois  state, 
such  as  mayor,  governor  or  president. 
This  is  based  on  our  understanding  that 
the  capitalist  state — which  at  its  core 
consists  of  the  cops,  military,  courts  and 
prisons — exists  to  defend  the  class  rule 
and  profits  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Holding 
executive  office  means  administering  the 
capitalist  state.  Our  aim  is  the  forging  of 
a revolutionary  workers  party  to  lead  the 
multiracial  working  class,  and  behind  it 
all  the  oppressed,  in  the  struggle  to  over- 
throw the  capitalist  order  through  work- 
ers revolution  and  establish  a workers 
stale  where  those  who  labor  rule. 

Immediately  upon  winning,  Obama 
sought  to  lamp  down  expectations  for  his 
administration.  He  made  his  agenda  of 
"national  unity"  patriotism  clear  when  he 
declared  on  election  night,  before  a crowd 
of  250.000  people  in  Chicago  celebrating 
his  victory,  the  need  for  “a  new  spirit  of 


sacrifice."  In  this.  Obama  is  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  black  Democrats  who 
have  been  employed  as  mayors  and  police 
chiefs  of  major  urban  areas — from  L A. 
to  Chicago.  Detroit.  Philadelphia  and 
elsewhere.  Their  Job  has  been  to  keep 
working  and  black  people  down,  to  over- 
see rampant  cop  terror  and  administer  the 
slashing  of  social  programs;  their  value  to 
the  racist  rulers  is  epitomized  by  the 
statement  of  black  former  New  York  City 
mayor  David  Dinkins;  "They’ll  take  it  from 
me.”  With  the  U.S.  entering  a deep  eco- 
nomic recession,  it  will  be  Obama’s  job  to 
contain  potential  social  unrest  and  impose 
austerity  measures  upon  working  peo- 
ple— and  his  current  popularity  may  very 
well  allow  him  to  gel  away  with  much. 

With  cool  "post-partisan"  arrogance. 
Obama — wielding  his  own  $660  million 
campaign,  which  was  supported  by  signifi- 
cant sections  of  the  bourgeoisie — blames 
the  oppressed  for  their  own  oppression.  In 
his  Chicago  victory  speech.  Obama  staled: 
“If  there  is  anyone  out  there. ..who  still 
questions  the  power  of  our  democracy, 
tonight  is  your  answer.”  A similar  message 
came  from  McCain  in  his  concession 
speech,  who  bluntly  stated.  "Let  there  be 
no  reason  now  for  any  American  to  fail  to 
cherish  their  citizenship.”  As  we  warned 
in  "Obama  Offers  Facelift  for  U.S.  Impe- 


rialism" {WV  No.  920,  12  September): 
"Obama  serves  as  a very  power^I  propa- 
ganda weapon  for  the  bourgeoisie,  telling 
black  people  and  the  oppressed  to  shut  up 
and  stop  complaining,  because,  you  see, 
'the  American  dream'  works!” 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  international 
working  class  and  oppressed  there  is  noth- 
ing to  celebrate  in  Obama’s  victory  and 
much  to  fear.  Enthusiasm  among  large  sec- 
tions of  the  bourgeoisie,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  justified.  After  nearly  eight  years  of  one 
of  the  most  incompetent  and  widely  de- 
spised regimes  in  recent  U.S.  history,  they 
now  have  in  Obama  a more  rational  face 
for  their  brutal,  irrational  system.  Obama 
has  also  inspired  illusions  in  the  trappings 
of  bourgeois  democracy,  the  means  by 
which  the  capitalists  disguise  their  rule 
with  the  appearance  of  a popular  mandate. 
Abroad.  Obama  provides  an  invaluable 
facelift  for  U.S.  imperialism,  the  main 
enemy  of  the  world's  working  people. 

Obama  calls  to  remove  “combat  troops" 
from  Iraq  (while  maintaining  a "resid- 
ual force”)  in  order  to  redeploy  at  least 
another  10,000  soldiers  to  Afghanistan 
in  support  of  that  murderous  occupation. 
He  is  dedicated  to  further  machinations 
against  Pakistan,  including  military  in- 
cursions into  that  country.  In  his  July  24 
continued  on  page  2 


Obama... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

speech  in  Berlin  before  a huge  crowd,  he 
invoked  the  anti-Soviet  Cold  War  to  moti- 
vate U.S.  imperialism’s  interests,  not  least 
the  restoration  of  capitalist  rule  in  China. 
He  is  a staunch  supporter  of  the  “war  on 
terror.”  including  warrantless  wiretapping 
and  the  renewal  of  the  USA  Patriot  Act.  His 
inner  circle  includes  Carter-  and  Clinton- 
era  war  criminals  like  Zbigniew  Brzezin- 
ski  and  Madeleine  Albright  as  well  as 
staunch  supporters  of  Zionist  Israel  like 
Vice  President-elect  Joe  Biden  and  Rahm 
Emanuel,  projected  to  be  the  new  chief  of 
staff.  Obama  is  considering  one  John  O. 
Brennan,  who  was  among  those  who  crea- 
ted the  current  CIA  detention  and  torture 
programs,  for  director  of  national  intelli- 
gence or  head  of  the  CIA.  Brennan  vehe- 
mently defended  the  administration’s  use 
of  “rendition”  in  a December  2005  inter- 
view on  The  NewsHour  with  Jim  Lehrer, 
calling  it  an  “absolutely  vital  tool." 

We  say,  from  Afghanistan  to  Iraq  and 
Guantanamo:  Free  all  the  detainees!  As 
revolutionary  opponents  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. we  stood  for  the  military  defense  of 
Afghanistan  and  Iraq  in  the  lead-up  to  U.S. 
imperialism’s  invasions  of  those  countries 
while  politically  opposing  the  reaction- 
ary Taliban  and  Saddam  Hussein’s  brutal 
capitalist  regime.  We  called  for  class  strug- 
gle against  the  capitalist  rulers  at  home. 
We  are  for  the  defeat  of  U.S.  forces;  their 
every  setback  serves  to  assist  the  strug- 
gles of  working  people  and  the  oppressed 


the  world  over.  We  demand  the  immediate 
and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  all  U.S. 
troops  and  bases  from  Iraq,  Afghanistan 
and  Central  Asia!  U.S.  hands  off  Pak- 
istan and  Iran!  As  against  the  reformist 
left,  which  has  lined  up  with  its  “own" 
bourgeoisie,  we  fight  for  the  uncondi- 
tional military  defense  of  those  states 
where  capitalism  has  been  overthrown: 
China,  Cuba.  Vietnam.  North  Korea. 

Domestically,  working  people  face 
grinding  debt  and  mass  layoffs.  And  the 
bourgeoisie  has  no  solution  for  the  current 
economic  crisis  and  the  inevitable  boom- 
and-bust  cycles  of  capitalism,  With  auto 
sales  collapsing.  General  Motors  and  Ford 
recently  announced  that  over  the  past  three 
months  they  burned  through  cash  at  a rate 
of  more  than  $2  billion  a month;  GM  said 
that  by  year’s  end  it  could  run  out  of  the 
cash  necessary  to  fund  its  business.  Even 
if  bankruptcy  is  averted— or  postponed — 
by  government  subsidies,  as  some  Dem- 
ocrats are  demanding,  auto  workers  face 
massive  layoffs,  pay  cuts  and  an  all-out 
attack  on  pensions  and  health  care. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  face  of  worldwide 
economic  crisis,  Obama  and  the  Demo- 
crats embraced  (with  only  minor  modifi- 
cations) the  Bush  administration’s  plan  to 
transfer  $700  billion  of  taxpayers’  money 
to  banks  and  other  financial  institutions. 
So  far.  this  gigantic  bailout  has  done  lit- 
tle to  unfreeze  credit  markets.  Last  week 
the  Treasury  Department  announced  that 
even  though  about  $290  billion  of  that 
sum  had  already  been  allocated,  the  banks 
were  still  not  willing  to  lend  to  consum- 
ers. Obama  seeks  to  socialize  the  bour- 


geoisie’s losses  on  the  backs  of  work- 
ing people,  while  helping  the  exploiters 
appropriate  the  profits  for  themselves. 

Our  class  opposition  to  all  bourgeois 
candidates — and  to  bourgeois  elector- 
alism — is  based  on  the  Marxist  under- 
standing that  capitalist  society  is  divided 
between  two  fundamental  classes,  the 
bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat,  whose 
interests  cannot  be  reconciled.  Labor 
needs  a fighting  leadership  that  will  un- 
leash the  power  of  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class  in  struggle  for  workers’  eco- 
nomic interests  and  also  for  black  rights, 
in  defense  of  immigrants  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  U.S.  imperialism.  But  the  trade- 
union  bureaucracy  of  both  the  AFL-CIO 
and  Change  to  Win  union  federations  pro- 
motes Democratic  Party  "lesser  evilism" 
and  spent  some  $450  million  of  union 
members’  dues  money  on  the  2008  elec- 
tions. rather  than  building  up  a war  chest 
for  the  struggle  needed  to  defend  the 
workers’  interests.  Instead  of  class  strug- 
gle and  international  working-class  soli- 
darity. the  union  tops  push  chauvinist 
“America  first”  patriotism  and  protec- 
tionism. promoting  the  lie  that  working 
people  abroad,  as  opposed  to  the  U.S. 
capitalist  rulers,  are  the  enemies  of  the 
American  proletariat. 

Class  and  Race  in 
Capitalist  America 

The  U.S.  is  a country  historically 
defined  by  chattel  slavery,  an  institution 
that  was  smashed  only  through  the  blood 
and  iron  of  the  Civil  War.  It  is  a country 
that  required  a massive  civil  rights  move- 
ment. claiming  many  black  and  white 
martyrs,  before  Southern  Jim  Crow  segre- 
gation was  finally  defeated.  The  pride 
among  black  people  over  Obama’s  elec- 
tion is.  whatever  his  actual  policies,  a 
legacy  of  this  history  of  oppression  and 
enforced  exclusion  from  the  "process." 

However,  the  condition  today  of  the 
black  masses,  particularly  those  in  the 
ghettos,  is  one  of  desperate  poverty,  police 
violence,  massive  incarceration.  The  "end 
of  racism”  myth  of  Obama’s  campaign  is 
a cruel  hoax,  as  is  Obama’s  statement  that 
the  civil  rights  movement  brought  Amer- 
ica “90  percent  of  the  way’’  toward  racial 
equality.  As  we  pointed  out  in  our  first 
article  on  Obama’s  candidacy  almost  a 
year  ago.  "The  Obama  Campaign  and 
the  ’End  of  Racism'  Myth"  (WVNo.  906. 
18  January): 

"Black  oppression  continues  to  be  the 
central  defining  feature  of  U.S.  society.  It 
is  materially  rooted  in  and  central  to 
Amencan  capitalism.  As  against  both  lib- 
eral integrationists  and  black  nationalists, 
our  struggle  for  black  liberation  is  based 
on  the  program  of  revolutionary  inle- 
grationism.  While  opposing  every  mani- 
festation of  racist  oppression,  fighting 
in  particular  to  mobilize  the  social  power 
of  the  multiracial  labor  movement,  we 
underline  that  full  equality  for  the  black 
masses  requires  that  the  working  class  rip 
the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of  the  capi- 
talist rulers  and  reorganize  it  on  a social- 
ist basis.  Only  then  will  it  be  possible 
to  eliminate  the  material  roots  of  black 
oppression  through  the  integration  of 
black  people  into  an  egalitarian  socialist 
society  based  on  a collectivized  economy 
with  jobs  and  quality  housing,  health  care 
and  education  for  all." 

As  the  examples  of  Colin  Powell  and 
Condoleezza  Rice  also  show,  there  is 
now  a huge  class  gulf  between  the  petty- 
bourgeois  black  professionals  who  were 
the  main  beneficiaries  of  the  liberal-led 
civil  rights  movement  and  the  masses  of 
black  workers  and  ghetto  poor.  But  black 
president  or  not.  America  is  America — 
racist,  brutal,  violent.  As  Obama’s  Grant 
Park  election  night  celebration  was  going 
on,  Chicago  cops  harassed  black  residents 
cheering  his  victory.  That  same  night  in 
Staten  Island.  New  York,  a 17-year-old 
black  youth  was  chased  and  beaten  by 
racists  who  screamed  "Obama!”  at  him. 
Four  days  after  the  election.  Ecuadorian 
immigrant  Marcello  Lucero  was  fatally 
slabbed  near  the  Patchogue.  Long  Island 
train  station  by  a gang  of  racist  teens  who 
reportedly  drove  around  searching  for  a 
Latino  to  attack. 

Under  the  guise  of  being  a post-”culture 
wars"  unifier.  Obama’.s  positions  on  many 
issues  are  only  a hair’s  breadth  away  from 
such  stalwart  reactionaries  as  Joe  Lieber- 


man  (and  we’re  not  sure  about  the  hair). 
Obama  opposes  gay  marriage.  He  is  a sup- 
porter of  (he  racist  death  penalty,  a legacy 
of  chattel  slavery  in  the  U.S.  This  pa.st  July. 
Obama  staled  his  opposition  to  mental 
health  exceptions  for  “late-term’’  abortion 
bans  with  the  paternalistic  statement  that  a 
woman’s  rationale  for  an  abortion  cannot 
be  "just  a matter  of  feeling  blue." 

Reformists’  Obamamania 

The  "Anybody  but  Bush"  reformist  left 
is  head-over-heels  over  Obama’s  election. 
In  opposition  to  working-class  political 
independence  from  the  capitalist  rulers, 
they  promote  collaboration  with  the  bour- 
geois enemy  as  the  way  forward.  Workers 
World  (14  November)  stated:  “The  elec- 
tion victory  of  Barack  Obama  will  go 
down  in  history  as  a triumphant  step  for- 
ward in  the  struggle  against  racism  and 
national  oppression  in  the  U.S."  This  was 
preceded  by  a 6 November  piece  in  which 
Workers  World  Party  leader  Lany  Holmes 
babbled  on  about  the  "elation”  and  "feel- 
ing of  liberation”  unleashed  by  Obama’s 
win.  not  bothering  to  even  mention  their 
endorsement  of  capitalist  Green  Party  can- 
didate Cynthia  McKinney  (whose  cam- 
paign was.  as  we  said,  a stalking  horse 
for  the  Democrats).  According  to  Holmes, 
"The  feeling  on  the  streets  of  cities  large 
and  small  across  the  U.S.  on  election 
night  was  that  now.  anything  is  possible, 
and  it  is.”  So.  it  is  "yes  we  can" — under 
capitalism. 

The  International  Socialist  Organiza- 
tion (ISO)  threw  an  election  night  party 
in  Harlem  to  "celebrate  the  end  of  far  too 
many  years  of  republican  rule"  and  to  dis- 
cuss "what  can  activists  do  to  press  their 
demands  on  the  next  administration?” 
The  ISO’s  Socialist  Worker  (7  Novem- 
ber). aping  liberal  buzzwords,  gushed  that 
Obama's  victory  was  "transformative.” 
While  acknowledging  that  many  of 
Obama’s  positions  point  "to  a big  gap 
between  the  hopes  and  expectations  of 
Obama  voters  and  the  cautious,  moderate 
program  he  has  put  forward."  the  ISO 
intones:  “None  of  this  is  to  say  that  no 
change  is  possible.  Tens  of  millions  of 
people  want  a new  direction.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  they  can  be  organized  to 
fight  for  it.” 

For  its  pan,  the  eccentric  Stalinist- 
reformist  Progressive  Labor  Party  (PL) 
wrote  in  its  newspaper  Challenge  (10 
November)  that  Obama  is  a capitalist 
politician,  noting  that  PL’s  “exposing  and 
opposing  Obama  and  the  ruling  class  he 
serves  may  not  be  ’popular’  at  first."  But 
actions  speak  louder  than  words;  As  we 
earlier  reported.  PL  openly  declared  that 
it  would  “actively  participate  in  Obama’s 
campaign’’  (Challenge.  26  March).  One 
“Red  Registrar"  even  boasted  in  a let- 
ter to  Challenge  (4  October),  printed 
without  comment.  "I  helped  out  at  a 
voter  registration  drive  in  my  neighbor- 
hood that  I found  out  about  through 
BarackObama.com"!  These  reformists 
perpetuate  deadly  illusions  that  this  gov- 
ernment of  the  capitalists,  by  the  capital- 
ists and  for  the  capitalists  can  be  made  to 
serve  "the  people.” 

All  of  our  activity  is  directed  toward 
forging,  training  and  steeling  the  prole- 
tarian vanguard  party  necessary  for  the 
seizure  of  state  power.  In  contrast,  the 
politics  of  the  reformists  consist  of  oppo- 
sitional activity  completely  defined  by 
the  framework  of  bourgeois  society.  This 
was  sharply  characterized  by  Bolshevik 
leader  Leon  Trotsky  in  his  1924  work. 
Les.sons  of  October,  as  "the  actual  train- 
ing of  the  masses  to  become  imbued  with 
the  inviolability  of  the  bourgeois  state." 

We  stand  on  what  Trotsky  wrote  in 
The  Death  Agony  of  Capitalism  and  the 
Tasks  of  the  Fourth  International  (also 
known  as  the  Transitional  Program),  the 
basic  programmatic  document  adopted  at 
the  1938  founding  conference  of  the 
Fourth  International,  world  party  of 
socialist  revolution.  As  Trotsky  pul  it.  the 
Fourth  International  "uncompromisingly 
gives  battle  to  all  political  groupings  tied 
to  the  apron-strings  of  the  bourgeoisie. 
Its  task — the  abolition  of  capitalism’s 
domination.  Its  aim — socialism.  Its  method 
— the  proletarian  revolution."  ■ 
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Bourgeois  Liberalism  vs. 

Black  Liberation 

In  a 1933  document  called  "Communism 
and  the  Negro"  (published  by  Ver.so  in  2003 
\ under  the  title  Race  and  Revolution).  Max 

V Shachtman.  then  a Trotskyist  leader,  exposed 

/ the  hypocrisy  of  bourgeois  liberals  who 
claimed  to  support  black  rights.  While  the 
^ civil  rights  movement  later  shattered  Jim 

Crow  .segregation  in  the  South  and  won  for- 
mal legal  equality  for  black  people,  the  role 
of  bourgeois  liberalism  today  remains,  at 
bottom,  os  Shachtman  de.scribed  it  some  75 
years  ago:  defense  of  the  American  capitalist  order.  Black  oppression,  a fundamental 
component  of  American  capitalist,  can  only  be  eradicated  with  the  overthrow  of  bour- 
geois rule  through  socialist  revolution. 

The  liberal  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  does  not  rise  to  greater  heights  than  outright 
reaction  in  the  essential  aspects  of  its  "solution."  The  greatest  concern  of  these  “friends 
of  the  Negro”  is  to  pour  cold  water  on  his  flaming  protests;  to  console  him  with  sooth- 
ing phrases  in  the  moments  of  his  anguish  and  misery,  to  beseech  the  Negro  to  have 
patience,  while  they  are  in  turn  beseeching  the  big  bourgeoisie  to  make  enough  conces- 
sions to  the  black  to  prevent  him  from  revolting.  They  insinuate  into  the  mind  of  the 
Negro  the  treacherous  idea  that  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  flying  in  the  face  of  preju- 
dices. that  the  Negro  must  wait  until  his  oppressors  have  evolved  to  a “higher  under- 
standing of  his  problems.”  They  give  him  significant  warnings  that  the  “right  people" 
will  not  be  won  to  the  cause  of  sweetness  and  light  if  the  Negro  does  not  behave  like  a 
good  Christian,  bearing  his  cross  with  dignity  and  grace,  until  those  who  have  bur- 
dened him  with  it  relent  their  unfairness.  The  best  of  the  liberal  friends  of  the  Negro 
(save  the  mark!)  reveal  their  fundamental  white  chauvinism  the  minute  the  latter  turns 
toward  the  revolutionary  movement  or  engages  in  a genuinely  militant  struggle  which 
requires  that  the  pretended  friends  lend  their  assistance  in  more  concrete  form  than 
mere  oratory  and  literature. ... 

What  they  warn  against  is  that  the  master  class  will  be  "offended"  if  the  Negroes 
"offensively  insist"  upon  those  elementary  rights  which  should  be  the  common  property 
of  the  citizens  of  even  a democratic  capitalist  republic.  And  what  the  Negro  must 
always  bear  in  mind,  teach  these  auction-block  liberals,  is  that  it  is  foolish  to  "butt 
one’s  head"  against  the  social  and  economic  system  of  the  ruling  class. 

— Max  Shachtman.  "Communism  and  the  Negro"  (1933) 
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23rd  Annual  Holiday  Appeal 


Clockwise  from  right: 

Jamal  Hart  (far  right)  with  his 
son  Jamal  Hart  Jr., 

Delbert  Africa,  Ed  Poindexter, 
Tom  Manning,  Jaan  Laaman 
(far  left)  with  his  son  Rick. 
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J*richo  Movemanl 


J«nc^vo  Movement 


Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Now! 
Free  the  Class-War  Prisoners! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


In  1927.  James  R Cannon,  a leader  of 
the  Workers  (Communist)  Party,  secretary 
of  the  International  Labor  Defense  (ILD) 
and  later  the  founder  of  American  Trot- 
skyism. aptly  described  the  annual  Christ- 
mas drives  that  newspapers  like  the  New 
York  Times  hold  (to  this  day):  "The  men. 
women  and  children  of  the  working  class, 
who  have  been  on  the  rack  of  capitalist 
exploitation  and  are  now  dropped  into  the 
abyss  of  misery  and  poverty,  are  chosen 
and  classified  by  these  arch  hypocrites — 
so  their  sanctimonious  appeal  can  be 
made  to  the  comfortable  capitalists,  to 
soften  the  bitterness  of  these  few  workers 
with  the  insult  of  charily,  and  to  salve 
their  own  conscience  by  acts  of  ‘generos- 
ity’" ("A  Christmas  Fund  of  Our  Own." 
Doily  Worker,  17  October  1927).  To  this 
"horrible  farce,"  Cannon  counterposed 
the  worldwide  campaign  to  raise  a spe- 
cial fund  for  those  imprisoned  for  the 
labor  cause  and  their  families  as  a way  of 
“transforming  the  hypocritical  spirit  of 
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Christmas  into  the  spirit  of  .solidarity  with 
the  class-war  fighters  behind  bars....  The 
Christmas  Fund  drive  of  International 
Labor  Defense  is  a means  of  informing 
them  that  the  workers  of  America  have  not 
forgotten  their  duty  toward  the  men  to 
whom  we  are  linked  by  bonds  of  solidarity." 

For  the  past  23  years,  in  the  tradition  of 
the  ILD.  the  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee— a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal 
and  social  defense  organization  associated 
with  the  Spartacist  League — has  been 
sending  monthly  stipends  as  an  expres- 
sion of  solidarity  to  those  imprisoned  for 
standing  up  to  racist  capitalist  repression. 
Each  year  we  have  held  Holiday  Appeal 
benefits  to  raise  funds  for  this  unique  pro- 
gram. This  year’s  Holiday  Appeal  bene- 
fits will  focus  particularly  on  the  struggle 
to  mobilize  the  multiracial  working  class 
in  demanding  freedom  for  death  row 
political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 

The  PDC  calls  on  labor  activists,  fight- 
ers for  black  rights,  immigrant  rights  and 
defenders  of  civil  liberties  to  join  us  in  gen- 
erously donating  and  building  our  annual 
Holiday  Appeal.  An  injury  to  one  is  an 
injury  to  all!  We  print  below  brief  descrip- 
tions of  the  16  clas.s-war  prisonecs  who 
receive  monthly  stipends  from  the  PDC. . 

Mumia  Abu-.Iamal  is  a former  Black 
Panther  Party  spokesman,  a well-known 
supporter  of  the  MOVE  organization  and 
an  award-winning  journalist  known  as 
“the  voice  of  the  voiceless."  The  fight  to 
free  America's  foremost  class-war  pris- 
oner has  reached  a critical  juncture.  This 
past  March,  the  U.S.  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  upheld  Mumia’s  frame-up 
conviction,  ordering  a hearing  to  reinstate 
the  death  penalty  or  entomb  him  for  life. 
His  lawyers  are  appealing  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court,  which  has  turned  down 
prior  appeals  for  Mumia  in  1990.  1999. 
2004  and  earlier  this  year.  In  an  ominous 
new  development,  the  Philadelphia  dis- 
trict attorney's  office  has  advised  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  that  it  is  seeking  Mumia’s 
execution. 

9 December  2008  is  the  27th  anniver- 
sary of  Mumia’s  arrest  for  a killing  that  the 
cops  know  he  did  not  commit.  Mumia  was 


framed  up  for  the  1981  killing  of  Philadel- 
phia police  officer  Daniel  Faulkner  and 
sentenced  to  death  explicitly  for  his  politi- 
cal views.  Mountains  of  evidence  proving 
Mumia’s  innocence,  including  the  sworn 
confession  of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he,  not 
Mumia.  shot  and  killed  Faulknef.  have 
b?en  submitted  to  the  courts.  But  to  the 
racists  in  black  robes,  a court  of  law  is  no 
place  for  evidence  of  the  innocence  of  this 
fighter  for  the  oppressed. 

Mumia  faces  the  racist  death.penalty  or 
life  in  prison  because  he  has  always  spo- 
ken for  the  oppressed.  Time  is  getting 
short.  Workers,  immigrants,  minorities 
and  all  opponents  of  racist  oppression 


must  mobilize  to  free  Mumia  now! 

Leonard  Peltier  is  an  internationally 
revered  class-war  prisoner.  Peltier's  incar- 
ceration for  his  activism  in  the  American 
Indian  Movement  has  come  to  symbolize 
this  country's  racist  repression  of  its 
native  peoples,  the  survivors  of  centuries 
of  genocidal  oppression.  Peltier’s  frame- 
up  trial,  for  the  deaths  in  1975  of  two 
marauding  FBI  agents  in  what  had  be- 
come a war  zone  at  the  South  Dakota 
Pine  Ridge  Re,servation.  shows  what  capi- 
talist "justice"  is  all  about.  Although  the 
lead  government  attorney  has  admitted; 
"We  can't  prove  who  shot  those  agents," 
and  the  courts  have  acknowledged  blatant 
prosecutorial  misconduct,  the  64-year-old 
Peltier  is  still  locked  away.  Federal  courts 
continue  lo  keep  under  government  seal 
thousands  of  FBI  documents,  covering  up 
the  racist  frame-up  that  has  already  stolen 
more  than  30  years  of  his  life. 

Eight  MOVE  members — Chuck  Africa. 
Michael  Africa.  Debbie  Africa.  Janet 
Africa.  Janine  Africa.  Delbert  Africa. 
Eddie  Africa  and  Phil  Africa — are  in 
their  31st  year  of  prison.  They  were  sen- 
tenced to  30-100  years  after  the  8 August 
1978  siege  of  their  Philadelphia  home  by 
over  600  heavily  armed  cops,  falsely  con- 
victed of  killing  a police  officer  who  died 
in  the  cops'  own  cross  fire.  In  1985. 
eleven  of  their  MOVE  family  members, 
including  five  children,  were  massacred 
by  Philly  cops.  This  year,  after  three 
decades  of  unjust  incarceration,  nearly  all 
of  these  innocent  prisoners  had  parole 
hearings,  but  none  were  released. 

Jaan  Laaman  and  Thomas  Manning 
are  the  remaining  anti-imperialist  activists 
known  as  the  Ohio  7 still  in  prison,  con- 
victed for  their  roles  in  a radical  group  that 
took  credit  for  bank  “expropriations"  and 
bombings  against  symbols  of  U.S.  imperi- 
alism. such  as  military  and  corporate  offices, 
in  the  late  1970s  and  '80s.  Before  their 
arrests  in  1984  and  1985.  the  Ohio  7 were 
targets  of  massive  manhunts.  Their  children 
were  kidnapped  at  gunpoint  by  the  Feds. 

The  Ohio  7’s  politics  were  once  shared 
by  thousands  of  radicals  during  the  Viet- 
nam antiwar  movement  and  by  New  Left- 
ists who  wrote  off  the  possibility  of  win- 
ning the  working  class  to  a revolutionary 
program  and  saw  themselves  as  an  auxil- 
iary of  Third  World  liberation  move- 
ments. But.  like  the  Weathermen  before 
them,  the  Ohio  7 were  spumed  by  the 
"respectable"  left.  From  a proletarian 
standpoint,  the  actions  of  these  leftist 
continued  on  page  1 1 
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Holiday  Appeal  Benefit 
for  Class-War  Prisoners 


Bay  Area 

Sunday,  December  7 
1 to  5 p.m. 

2939  Ellis  Street 
Berkeley 

(2  blocks  west  of  MLK. 
just  north  of  Ashby 
at  Ashby  BART) 

For  more  information: 
(510)  839-0852 

New  York  City 

Saturday,  December  13 
4 to  8 p.m. 

Nuyorican  Poets  Cafe 
236  East  3rd  Street 
between  Aves.  6 and  C 
(lake  F tram  to  Second  Avenue, 
or  #6  tram  to  Bleecker  St.) 
For  more  information: 
(212)  406-4252 


Jefinjef 

Chicago 

Sunday,  December  14 
3 to  7 p.m. 

United  Electrical  Hall 
37  S.  Ashland 
(at  Monroe) 

For  more  information: 
(312)  563-0442 


Los  Angeles 

Saturday,  December  13 
1 to  4 p.m. 

Immanuel 

Presbyterian  Church 
3300  Wilshire  Blvd. 

(at  Berendo  St . 2 blocks  west  of 
Vermonl/Wilshire  Red  Line  Sta.) 
For  more  information; 
(213)  380-8897 

Toronto 

Friday,  December  12 
7 to  10  p.m. 
Steelworkers  Hall  . 

25  Cecil  Street 
(1  block  south  of  College 
at  Ross  St.,  west  of 
Queen’s  Park  Station) 

For  more  information; 
(416)  593-4138 
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The  Great  Debaters,  directed  by 
Denzel  Washington,  produced  by 
Oprah  Winfrey  and  starring  Wash- 
ington and  Forest  Whitaker,  is  supposed 
to  be  a feel-good  movie  about  overcom- 
ing racism  in  the  segregated  South.  It 
is  loosely  based  on  an  article  published 
in  1997  in  American  Legacy  magazine 
about  the  debate  team  of  Wiley  College — 
a small,  religious  black  college  in  East 
Texas — during  the  Great  Depression  in 
the  1930s.  Under  the  tutelage  of  their 
coach.  English  professor  Melvin  B.  Tol- 
son.  the  debaters  triumph  in  contest  after 
contest  against  bigger  black  schools  and 
jump  over  the  color  bar  to  triumph  over 
prestigious  white  schools  as  well,  such  as 
a touring  Oxford  University  team  from 
England.  The  highlight  of. the  movie 
is  their  victory  over  Harvard:  the  team 


By  Don  Cane 
and  Jacob  Zorn 


defeats  the  all-white  Ivy  League  team  by 
advocating  peaceful  civil  disobedience 
against  oppression.  As  the  credits  roll,  we 
are  told  that  one  of  the  debaters.  James 
Farmer  Jr.,  went  on  to  form  the  Congress 
of  Racial  Equality  (CORE),  which  was 
founded  in  1942  and  went  on  to  become 
one  of  the  organizations  active  in  the 
mass  civil  rights  movement  of  the  1950s 
and  ’60s. 

The  Great  Debaters  drives  home  the 
hardships  faced  by  even,  relatively  elite 
black  students  and  intellectuals — the  "tal- 
ented tenth” — in  the  Jim  Crow  South. 
Farmer's  father,  religion  professor  James 
Farmer  Sr.,  the  first  black  person  in  Texas 
to  earn  a PhD.  is  threatened  with  death 
by  two  impoverished  white  farmers  while 
driving  through  the  countryside  with  his 
family  because  Farmer  accidentally  hit 
their  pig  with  his  car.  His  son  resolves  to 
stand  up  after  he  sees  his  educated  father 
forced  to  grovel  before  illiterate  whites. 

Tolson.  on  the  other  hand,  is  obviously 
some  sort  of  radical,  perhaps  even  a Com- 
munist. and  he  actively  opposes  racial 
injustice.  In  one  scene,  the  young  Farmer 
follows  Tolson  as  he  sneaks  out  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night  to  organize  an  integrated 
sharecroppers  union,  and  barely  escapes 
arrest  as  the  police  raid  the  meeting. 
Later,  the  police  track  down  Tolson  after 
torturing  some  of  the  sharecroppers,  arrest 
him  at  Wiley  and  drag  him  to  jail.  For  an 
audience  not  familiar  with  the  everyday 
violence,  oppression  and  humiliation  at 
the  core  of  Jim  Crow  segregation,  the 
movie  provides  a glimpse. 


Communist 
Organizing  in 
the  Jim  Crow 


South 
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Young  Worker 


What's  Not  in 
The  Great  Debaters 


Black  Rights  and 
the  Reformist  Left  Today 

The  Great  Debaters  opened  during  the 

2007  holiday  season,  but  there  should 
be  no  doubt  that  it  was  made  for  the 

2008  presidential  election  campaign.  The 
heroes  of  the  film,  Tolson  and  his  protdg^ 
Farmer,  are  obviously  designed  to  evoke 
Barack  Obama.  The  audience  is  supposed 
to  see  Obama,  who  claims  that  the 
civil  rights  movement  “took  us  90  per- 
cent of  the  way"  toward  racial  equality, 
as  the  modern-day  Great  Debater,  tri- 
umphing over  historic  racism  through 
hard  work.  It  is  an  echo  of  Booker  T. 
Washington,  who  over  a century  ago 
preached  accommodation  to  the  racist 
status  quo  by  telling  impoverished  blacks 


Weinstein  Company 

Top:  "Smash  the  Barriers!"  illustration  from  the  Young  Communist  League's 
Young  Worker  in  1930.  Above:  Denzel  Washington  as  Melvin  B.  Tolson  in  The 
Great  Debaters. 


online  statement,  "Dawn  of  a New  Era.” 
Workers  World  Party’s  paper  {I  Feb- 
ruary) called  the  movie  "magnificent” 
because  it  "puts  everything  in  context." 
The  message  Workers  World  draws  is  that 
"liberation  is  not  to  be  won  through  elec- 
toral bourgeois  politics,  but  is  to  be  waged 
and  won  through  open  class  struggle." 
This  is  rich  coming  from  an  organization 
that  has  repeatedly  supported  black  Dem- 
ocrats, from  Jesse  Jackson  in  the  1 980s  to 
New  York  City  councilman  Charles  Bar- 
ron in  recent  years.  Workers  World  called 
for  a vote  to  Cynthia  McKinney,  a for- 
mer Democratic  Congresswoman  and  the 
2008  presidential  candidate  for  the  capi- 
talist Green  Party.  After  Obama’s  win. 
Workers  World  (1 3 November)  enthused, 
"Millions  in  Streets  Seal  Obama  Victory.” 
Genuine  Marxists  do  not  support  any 
capitalist  party  or  politician — Democrat. 
Republican.  Green  or  “independent."  The 
working  class  must  forge  a class-struggle 
workers  party  that  fights  for  workers 
revolution.  Capitalism  is  a system  based 
on  exploitation  of  labor,  and.  in  the  U.S,. 
a unique  and  critical  mainstay  continues 
to  be  the  subjugation  of  the  black  popula- 
tion at  the  bottom  of  society. 

The  veteran  American  Trotskyist.  Rich- 
ard S.  Fraser,  wrote  in  his  1955  work, 
“For  the  Materialist  Conception  of  the 
Negro  Struggle":  "The  dual  nature  of  the 


to  pull  themselves  up  by  their  bootstraps. 
Trade-union  bureaucrats,  black  bour- 
geois politicians,  reformist' leftists  and 
others  seized  on  economic  and  social  dis- 
content and  peddled  support  to  Obama 
and  the  "lesser  evil”  capitalist  Demo- 
cratic Party — the  other  party  of  war  and 
racism.  The  Communist  Party’s  People's 
Weekly  World  (30  December  2007)  wrote, 
“A  film  that  rings  as  true  and  powerful  as 
‘The  Great  Debaters’  may  have  an  effect 
on  the  2008  election  primaries."  After 
Obama  won  the  elections,  the  People's 
Weekly  World  headlined  a November  6 
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poet  Claude 
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International’s 
Fourth  Congress 
in  Moscow, 

1922. 


Negro  struggle  arises  from  the  fact  that 
a whole  people  regardless  of  class  dis- 
tinction are  the  victims  of  discrimination. 
This  problem  of  a whole  people  can 
be  solved  only  through  the  proletarian 
revolution,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
working  class”  (reprinted  in  Marxist 
Bulletin  No.  5 [Revised],  "What  Strategy 
for  Black  Liberation?  Trotskyism  vs. 
Black  Nationalism”).  We  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  base  our  program  for  black 
liberation  upon  Fraser’s  perspective  of 
revolutionary  integrationism,  premi.sed 
on  the  understanding  that  black  freedom 
requires  smashing  the  capitalist  system 
and  constructing  an  egalitarian  socialist 
society.  As  we  wrote  in  “For  a Workers 
America!”  (WV  No.  908.  15  February): 
‘This  program  of  revolutionary  ime- 
gralionism  is  a fight  to  assimilate  black 
people  into  an  egalitarian  socialist  order, 
which  is  the  only  way  to  achieve  real 
equality.  While  we  fight  against  all  as- 
pects of  racial  oppression,  wc  point  out 
that  there  is  no  solution  to  that  oppres- 
sion short  of  a social  revolution.  This 
program  is  in  sharp  counterposition  to 
the  program  of  liberal  integrationism — 
what  American  Trotskyist  leader  James 
P.  Cannon  once  derided  and  denounced 
as  *inch-at-a-time'  gradualism — which  is 
based  upon  the  deception  that  black 
freedom  can  be  achieved  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  racist  capitalist  system.  It  is 
also  in  sharp  contradiction  to  the  petty- 
bourgeois  utopian  program  of  black 
nationalism  and  separatism,  which  rejects 
and  despairs  of  united  multiracial  class 
struggle  to  abolish  this  racist  capitalist 
system.  Instead,  black  nationalism  seeks 
to  make  a virtue  of  the  racial  segregation 
and  ghettoization  of  black  people  that  is 
seen  as  unchangeable.” 

The  Great  Depression 
in  the  Jim  Crow  South 

The  Great  Debaters  is  a well-made 
movie.  But  in  its  paeans  to  dedication  and 
debate,  it  downplays  the  real  social  strug- 
gle that  was  going  on  in  the  U.S.  in  the 
1930s.  including  by  black  people  in  the 
South.  The  Great  Depression  exposed  the 
brutal  irrationality  of  capitalism — in  .stark 
contrast  to  the  industrial  achievements  of 
the  USSR — as  it  threw  millions  of  work- 
ers into  starvation  and  misery  internation- 
ally. including  in  other  imperialist  coun- 
tries. Germany,  which  was  defeated  in 
World  War  I,  was  especially  rocked  by 
crises,  culminating  in  the  rise  to  power  of 
Hitler  and  the  Nazis  in  1933.  Only  the 
betrayal  by  the  Stalinist  and  Social  Dem- 
ocratic misleaders  allowed  the  Nazis  to 
come  to  power  unoppo.sed  and  smash  the 
organized  working  class  in  order  to  save 
capitalism.  A few  years  later,  the  Stalin- 
ists went  on  to  play  an  aggressive  coun- 
terrevolutionary role  in  the  Spanish  Civil 
War  of  1 936-39.  slaughtering  revolution- 
ary fighters  in  order  to  appease  the  “dem- 
ocratic” imperialists  and  head  off  prole- 
tarian revolution  in  Spain.  Nonetheless, 
millions  of  workers,  peasants,  students 
and  intellectuals  joined  Communist  and 
social-democratic  parties  internationally, 
trying  to  find  a way  out  of  the  apparent 
dead  end  of  capitalism  and  fascism. 

The  catastrophic  impact  of  the  Great 
Depression  on  the  U.S.  working  class  was 
keenly  fell  by  its  most  oppressed  section, 
black  workers.  The  unemployment  rate  of 
black  workers  exceeded  white  jobless- 
ness by  30  ^o  60  percent.  Even  though 
millions  of  black  people  moved  to  the 
industrial  North  and  Midwest  during  the 
"Great  Migration."  which  began  with 
World  War  I.  and  many  others  moved  to 
growing  Southern  cities,  half  of  American 
blacks  still  lived  in  the  rural  South  at  the 
start  of  the  Depression.  Southern  agricul- 
ture was  in  decline  before  the  Depression 
hit.  “By  1933  most  blacks  could  neither 
find  jobs  of  any  kind  nor  contracts  for 
their  crop  at  any  price,"  as  noted  by  his- 
torian Harvard  Sitkoff  in  A New  Deal  for 
Blacks.  “A  specter  of  starvation  haunted 
black  America." 

Southern  agriculture  in  the  1930s  was. 
even  by  contemporary  bourgeois  stan- 
dards. economically  backward.  It  retained 
significant  remnants  of  the  slave  system. 
The  Civil  War.  America’s  second  bour- 
geois revolution,  had  smashed  the  slave 
system,  paving  the  way  for  the  develop- 
ment of  industrial  capitalism  in  the  U S. 
as  a whole.  But  after  the  betrayal  of 
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sic.  "the  Negro  was  left  in  the  South  in 
the  indefinite  position  of  semi-slavery, 
semi-serfdom  and  semi-wage  slavery”  as 
then-Trolskyist  Max  Shachtman  put  it 
in  his  1933  piece  "Communism  and  the 
Negro"  (reprinted  by  Verso  in  2003  as 
Race  and  Revohaion). 

Sharecropping  and  tenancy  formed  the 
labor  backbone  of  Southern  agriculture. 
The  sharecropper  worked  in  lieu  of  wages 
tor  a share  of  the  cash  crop  and  "furnish- 
ings" (food  allowance,  housing,  etc.).  The 
tenant  farmer  worked  land  on  which  he 
paid  ground  rent  with  a share  of  the  crop 
in  lieu  of  cash.  Sharecroppers  and  tenants 
found  themselves  more  in  debt  every 
year,  and  could  not  leave  the  land  until 
they  had  paid  off  their  debts.  Even  when 
cotton  prices  rose,  they  were  cheated  by 
white  landowners  and  merchants.  Accord- 
ing to  Sitkoff.  "Over  two-thirds  of  the 
black  farmers  cultivating  cotton  in  the 
early  thirties  received  no  profits  for  the 
crop,  either  breaking  even  or  going 
deeper  in  debt." 

Sitting  atop  all  this  was  the  system  of 
Jim  Crow.  Designed  to  prevent  blacks 
from  voting,  becoming  educated  or  fight- 
ing for  their  rights.  Jim  Crow  was  the 
systematic  legal  segregation  of  black 
people  in  the  South,  enforced  by  legal 
and  extralegal  violence.  When  blacks  did 
challenge  Jim  Crow — either  by  person- 
ally refusing  to  follow  its  rules  or,  more 
rarely,  by  organizing — they  faced  racist 
terror,  whether  by  the  local  sheriff  or  the 
Klan  (who  were  often  one  and  the  same). 
At  least  3.000  black  people  were  lynched 
between  the  end  of  Reconstruction  in 
1877  and  the  dismantling  of  Jim  Crow  in 
the  1960s.  Shachtman  summarized  the 
position  of  black  farmers  in  1933; 

"In  a word,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  Negroes  in  the 
South  today  occupy,  both  in  economic 
as  in  the  political  sense,  the  position  of 
serfs  and  peons,  tied  to  the  land,  life 


Melvin  B.  Tolson 


Schomburg  Center 


and  limb  at  the  disposal  of  the  landlord, 
whose  semi-feudal  sway  is  maintained 
with  the  aid  of  the  sheriff,  the  courts,  the 
elaborate  system  of  social  and  political 
discrimination,  and.  when  necessary,  the 
law  of  Judge  Lynch.  The  white  share- 
croppers and  tenants  are  not  very  much 
belter  off." 

Poor  while  farmers  were  also  horribly 
oppressed  economically.  Southern  agri- 
culture remained  dependent  on  the  cash 
crop  cotton  and  cheap  labor,  and  where 
cheap  labor  is  in  abundance  technology 
will  lag.  In  1929.  less  than  10  percent  of 
all  Texas  farms  hud  tractors.  The  rural 
South  was  still  mired  in  primitive  farm- 
ing techniques,  illiteracy  and  poverty.  Dur- 
ing the  1930s,  the  price  of  cotton  plum- 
meted. In  1929,  cotton  sold  for  18  cents 
per  pound;  in  1933,  for  less  than  6 cents 
per  pound.  By  the  Depression,  with  the 
South  sinking  further  and  further  into 
misery,  the  ruling  class  as  a whole  was 
desperate  to  modernize  this  decrepit  sys- 
tem, which  could  only  be  done  under 
capitalism  through  the  immiseration  of 
untold  numbers  of  black  and  while  rural 
toilers. 

The  United  States  in  the  1930s  was  an 
advanced  industrialized  capitalist  country 
with  a powerful  working  class.  By  the 


"Communism  and  the  Negro,"  written  by  then-Trotskyist  leader  Max  Shachtman  in  1933  (published  by  Verso  In  2003  as 
Race  and  Revolution),  emphasized  that  black  workers  would  be  vital  part  of  working-class  movement.  Right: 
Packinghouse  workers  strike  in  Chicago  in  late  1930s.  CIO  organizing  drive  built  mass  industrial  unions  by  uniting 
black  and  white  workers. 


Depression,  textile,  iron.  coal,  steel  and 
chemical  industries  were  developing  in 
the  South.  In  the  North,  powerful  indus- 
trial unions  formed  the  Congress  of  Indus- 
trial Organizations  (CIO)  that  broke  away 
from  the  ossified  American  Federation  of 
Labor  (AFL)  craft  unions.  The  CIO  organ- 
ized all  workers  in  a particular  industry, 
regardless  of  their  ethnicity  or  race — a 
significant  improvement  from  the  color 
bar  of  many  AFL  unions. 

In  the  1 930s.  large  sections  of  the  indus- 
trial working  class  in  the  U.S. — black 
and  white,  native-born  and  immigrant — 
became  more  militant  and  radical,  fight- 
ing to  build  the  CIO.  often  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Communists  and  other  leftists. 
However,  thanks  in  large  part  to  the  Sta- 
linists and  social  democrats,  the  incipi- 
ent radicalization  of  labor  was  diverted 
into  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt’s  Demo- 
cratic Party.  During  the  Second  World 
War,  the  Communist  Party  subordinated 
the  struggles  of  workers  and  black  people 
to  U.S.  imperialism’s  war  effort,  falsely 
portraying  this  interimperialist  war  as  a 
struggle  against  fascism.  In  contrast,  the 
Trotskyists,  while  standing  for  the  uncon- 
ditional military  defense  of  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state  during  World 
War  II.  opposed  all  the  imperialist  com- 
batants in  that  carnage — a position  for 
which  Trotskyists  were  imprisoned  in 
1941  under  the  Smith  Act. 

Who  Was  Melvin  B.  Tolson? 

Every  reviewer  gives  passing  mention 
to  the  movie's  insinuation  that  the  real- 
life  Melvin  B.  Tolson  was  a "Commu- 
nist,” "radical"  or  "self-described  social- 
ist.” During  the  1 930s.  Tolson  had  his  feet 
in  two  different  worlds — one  foot  was  in 
the  world  of  the  aspiring  black  middle 
class  of  Wiley  College,  and  the  other  foot 
was  in  the  world  of  the  black  dispos- 
sessed masses  of  the  rural  South.  In  the 
1940.S  and  later.  Tolson  was  most  famous 
for  his  poetry,  including  "Dark  Symphony" 
(1939)  and  Harlem  Gallery  (1965).  In 
the  early  1930s.  he  lived  in  Harlem  while 
working  on  his  Columbia  University  mas- 
ter’s thesi.s  on  the  Harlem  Renaissance. 
There  he  met  black  radicals  like  poet 
Langston  Hughes,  who  would  be  his  life- 
long friend.  He  taught  English  and  speech 
at  Wiley  for  over  20  years.  In  1947  he 
moved  to  Langston.  Oklahoma,  where  he 
taught  at  Langston  University  and  was 
mayor  from  1954  to  1960.  He  died  in 
1966. 

During  the  Depression,  Tolson  not  only 
sympathized  with  radicalism  but  coura- 
geously struggled  to  implement  his  radi- 
cal ideals  in  the  Jim  Crow  South,  There 
is  no  concrete  evidence  of  what,  if  any. 
political  organization  Tolson  joined  in 
the  1930s.  One  historian  argued  that 
"although  he  heard  the  siren  song  of  com- 
munism and  felt  that  capitalism  was  the 
great  force  pulling  his  people  down,  he 
never  joined  the  Communist  Party  and 
remained  loyal  to  the  social  gospel  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church”  (Gail  K, 
Beil.  “Melvin  B.  Tolson — Texas  Radi- 


cal.” in  The  East  Texas  Historical  Journal 
(20021).  In  the  1930s  and  1940s.  Tolson 
had  a column  in  the  Washington  Tribune. 
"Caviar  and  Cabbage,"  that  gives  a sense 
of  his  politics.  In  1939  he  wrote; 

"The  Negro  would  not  have  escaped 
from  chattel  slavery  if  it  had  not  been  for 
radicals  of  all  classes,  isms,  ologies.  and 
sects.  Don't  forget  that.  For  150  years 
before  the  Civil  War.  radicals  kept  up 
a continuous  fight  for  Negro  freedom. 
Many  of  them  were  lynched.  ,, 

"After  the  World  War.  white  radicals 
came  to  the  defense  of  the  Negro  in  larger 
and  larger  numbers.” 

— “The  Negro  and  Radicalism." 
Caviar  and  Cuhhage:  Selected 
Columns  by  Melvin  B.  Tolson 
from  the  Washington  Tribune, 
I937-J944(m2) 

The  son  of  an  itinerant  Methodist  min- 
ister. Tolson  was  an  eclectic  Christian 
socialist.  He  wrote;  “Jesus  didn't  believe 
in  economic,  racial,  and  social  distinc- 
tions.... You  talk  about  Karl  Marx,  the 
Communist!  Why.  don’t  you  know  Jesus 
was  preaching  about  leveling  society 
1.800  years  before  the  Jewish  Red  was 
bom?”  Tolson  may  have  found  some  con- 
solation in  his  Christian  beliefs,  but  in 
reality  religion  is.  to  use  Marx’s  phrase, 
the  opium  of  the  masses.  In  place  of  the 
struggle  for  socialist  revolution,  it  substi- 
tutes a quest  for  eternal  salvation  to  be 
found  in  a mythical  "afterlife." 

In  the  1930s.  Tolson  was  involved 
in  organizing  sharecroppers,  though  not 
much  is  known  about  this.  According  to 
Robert  M,  Farnsworth,  one  of  Tolson's 
biographers.  "Sometime  in  the  thirties,  he 
actively  organized  sharecroppers,  both 
white  and  black,  in  southeastern  Texas. 
He  protected  his  wife  and  family  from  the 
details  of  his  activities,  but  they  knew  he 
was  involved”  (Afterword  to  A Gallery  of 
Harlem  Portraits). 

What  little  screen  time  The  Great  Debat- 
ers gives  to  the  sharecroppers’  struggle 
is  sanitized  to  give  credence  to  liberal 
and  reformist  pressure  politics.  There  is 
the  scene  of  sheriff-led  vigilantes  break- 
ing up  a sharecroppers'  meeting,  burning 
down  the  meeting  place  and  later  beating 
information  out  of  one  sharecropper  that 
leads  to  the  arrest  of  Tolson.  In  the  movie. 


Professor  Farmer  reclaims  his  dignity, 
and  the  respect  of  his  son.  by  coming  to 
Tolson's  aid  while  black  and  white  share- 
croppers protest  outside  the  jail.  The  CP’s 
People 's  Weekly  World  (5  January)  hailed 
this  scene,  declaring,  the  "Rev.  Farmer 
stands  tall  as  a man  of  the  people.” 

If  anything,  this  scene  underplays  the 
danger  of  organizing  black  farmers  in 
the  South — and  hence  Tolson’s  courage. 
In  the  fall  of  1919.  amid  numerous  anti- 
black race  riots  throughout  the  country, 
white  sheriff's  posses  and  federal  troops 
in  Phillips  County.  Arkansas,  killed  as 
many  as  300  black  sharecroppers  over  sev- 
eral days  who  had  organized  to  demand 
that  white  landowners  pay  them  a fair 
price  for  cotton.  After  the  massacre,  the 
local  and  state  government  arrested  hun- 
dreds. and  12  blacks  were  sentenced  to 
death,  (This  is  described  in  the  recent 
book  by  Robert  Whitaker.  On  the  Laps  of 
Gods:  The  Red  Summer  of  1919  and  the 
Struggle  for  Justice  That  Remade  a 
Nation  [2008).) 

At  the  same  time,  this  scene  misrepre- 
sents the  role  of  the  black  petty  bour- 
geoisie (represented  by  Farmer  Sr.)  under 
Jim  Crow.  While  most  rankled  under 
the  humiliation  and  oppression  of  Jim 
Crow,  others  materially  benefited  from 
segregation  and  opposed  militant  strug- 
gle. One  can  look  at  the  fate  of  Clifford 
James,  a supporter  of  the  Communist- 
organized  Share  Croppers  Union  (SCU) 
in  Alabama.  After  being  attacked  by  a 
deputy  sheriff  and  other  whites.  James 
walked  to  the  hospital  of  the  Tuskegee 
Institute,  which  had  been  founded  years 
earlier  by  Booker  T.  Washington.  After 
dressing  James’s  wounds,  the  doctor  noti- 
fied the  sheriff,  who  threw  James  in  jail, 
where  he  died! 

Struggles  in  the 
“Black  Belt"  South 

There  are  several  other  dramatic  scenes 
in  The  Great  Debaters.  One  example  is  a 
closing  scene  of  the  debate  with  Harvard, 
in  which  Farmer  Jr.  argues  that  it  is  "a 
right,  even  a duty  to  resist”  unjust  laws 
continued  on  page  6 
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Elliot  Erwitt 


Jim  Crow  South:  Segregated  drinking  fountains  in  North  Carolina,  1950. 


Communist 

Organizing... 

(conlimu’d  from  page  5) 

”wiih  violence  or  civil  disobedience.  You 
should  pray  I choose  the  latter."  This  mes- 
sage of  the  ficlionali/ed  debate  is  clearly 
intended  (or  today's  consumption,  to  read 
back  the  pacifism  of  Farmer  and  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  into  the  1930s.  Blacks 
fighting  against  Jim  Crow  and  capitalist 
exploitation  in  the  South  did  not  live  in  a 
peaceful  world:  they  faced  a campaign  of 
terror,  both  legal  and  extralegal  . The  right 
to  armed  self-defense  was  key  to  the  fight 
for  black  rights.  Black  veterans,  includ- 
ing from  both  world  wars,  were  often  in 
the  forefront  of  struggles  against  Jim 
Crow  and  of  (he  .Southern  civil  rights 
movement  in  the  1950s. 

Furthermore,  the  movie  distorts  the 
facts  of  the  debate.  As  Timothy  M. 
O'Donnell,  a profes.sor  at  the  University 
of  Mary  Washington  in  Virginia,  pointed 
out  in  a review  of  the  movie,  not  only 
was  the  culminating  debate  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  California  and  not 
Harvard,  "the  1935  Wiley  team  debated 
the  national  intercollegiate  debate  topic 
about  arms  sales  to  foreign  countries  and 
not  segregation  or  civil  disobedience: 


had  ignored  the  special  oppression  of 
black  people.  Most  early  trade  unions 
linked  to  Samuel  Gompers’  AFL  organ- 
ized only  skilled,  white  workers — or.  if 
they  accepted  black  members,  organized 
.segregated  locals.  Trade-union  bureau- 
crats like  Gompers  and  right-wing  social 
democrats  like  Victor  Berger  were  openly 
raci.st.  Socialist  Party  (SP)  leader  Eugene 
V.  Debs  and  others  in  the  left  wing 
of  American  socialism  rejected  racist 
ideology  and  stood  for  working-class 
unity.  But  Debs  did  not  actively  promote 
the  fight  for  black  equality,  seeing  it  as 
a diversion  from  the  fight  for  workers 
interests.  Debs  famously  declared  that 
socialism  had  “nothing  special  to  offer 
the  Negro." 

The  infant  American  Communist  move- 
ment. which  split  from  the  SP  in  1919. 
also  failed  to  pay  attention  to  the  fight 
for  black  liberation.  As  James  P.  Cannon, 
an  early  Communist  leader  and  later  the 
founder  of  American  Trotskyism,  noted, 
the  Communist  International  (Comin- 
tern) in  Lenin  and  Trotsky's  time  forced 
American  Communists  to  address  the 
question  of  black  oppression: 

"The  influence  of  Lenin  and  the  Russian 
Revolution,  even  debased  and  distorted 
as  It  later  was  by  Stalin,  and  then  filtered 
through  the  activities  of  the  Communist 
Party  m the  United  States,  contributed 
more  than  any  other  influence  from  any 


active  in  numerous  struggles.  One  of  the 
most  famous  was  the  Scottsboro  Case,  in 
which  Communists  led  the  struggle  to 
free  nine  black  youths  who  were  framed 
up  in  1931  for  raping  two  while  girls  on 
a freight  train  and  were  jailed  in  Scotts- 
boro. Alabama.  Despite  their  clear  inno- 
cence. a local  court  found  eight  of  them 
guilty  and  sentenced  them  to  death.  (The 
judge  reluctantly  declared  a mistrial  for 
the  ninth,  since  seven  members  of  the 
jury  had  in.sisted  on  the  death  penalty 
even  though  the  pro.secutor  had  asked 
for  life  imprisonment  because  he  was 
a 13-year-old:  nonetheless,  he  remained 
in  jail  until  1937.)  The  CP.  through 
its  defense  arm,  the  International  Labor 
Defense,  rapidly  rallied  to  the  defense  of 
the  Scottsboro  youths  and  turned  their 
case  into  an  international  symbol  of  the 
horrors  of  Southern  lynch  law.  (The 
Scottsboro  defendants  were  not  executed, 
but  were  given  long  prison  sentences:  the 
last  of  the  defendants  was  not  pardoned 
until  1976.) 

CP  work  among  black  people  in  the 
early  1930s  took  place  in  the  context  of 
the  so-called  "Third  Period.”  in  which  the 
Stalinists  declared  that  the  final  collapse 
of  capitalism  was  imminent  and  that  re- 
forms were  no  longer  possible.  As  it  did 
on  all  questions,  the  Stalini/.ation  of  the 
Comintern  led  to  disorientation  on  the 
black  question.  The  1928  Sixth  World 
Congress  of  the  Comintern,  applying  the 
dogma  of  "two-stage  revolution"  to  the 
so-called  "Black  Belt”  in  the  American 
South,  promulgated  the  slogan  of  "self- 
determination"  for  the  (nonexistent)  "Negro 
nation."  This  was  nonsense.  Black  people 
are  not  a nation  that  is  being  forcibly 
assimilated,  but  an  oppressed  race-color 
caste  forcibly  segregated  at  the  bottom  of 
American  society.  Black  struggles  have 
historically  been  for  integration,  not  sep- 
aration. As  we  wrote  in  'The  CP  and  Black 
Struggles  in  the  Depression"  (K>i//i;?  Spar- 
tacus  No.  25.  September  1974): 

"While  the  CP  of  this  period  was  de- 
formed by  dishonesty,  political  zig-zags 
and  egregious  departures  from  Marxism, 
nonetheless  in  the  area  of  black  work  the 
1930's  represents  the  CP’s  heroic  penod. 
Despite  the  erroneous  ’Black  Belt’  theory 
and  the  call  for  ’Negro  self-detemunation' 
in  this  territory  (a  call  which  was  never 
raised  agitationally  but  remained  part  of 
the  CP's  written  propaganda),  the  CP’s 
work  111  practice  combined  a proletarian 
orientation  with  an  awareness  of  the  stra- 
tegic need  to  fight  racial  oppression 
throughout  all  layers  of  Amcrtcan  soci- 
ety. especially  to  address  the  problems  of 
poor  and  unemployed  blacks." 

Heroic  Communist  Work 
in  the  South 

The  Great  Deholers'  fleeting  images 
of  Tolson’s  organizing  highlight  the  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  of  organizing  share- 
croppers in  the  Depression  South.  Both 
the  Socialist  and  Communist  parlies 
attempted  to  organize  tenants  and  share- 
croppers to  demand  better  pay  and  treat- 
ment from  landowners  and  merchants. 
Both  faced  bloody  repression  from  (hose 
who  wanted  to  prevent  black  and  while 
sharecroppers  from  organizing.  The  most 
famous  of  these  groups  is  the  SP-led 
Southern  Tenant  Farmers’  Union  (STFU). 
which  was  heavily  backed  and  financed 
by  liberals  and  the  clergy.  Under  the 


tutelage  of  SP  leader  (and  Presbyterian 
minister)  Norman  Thomas,  it  reached 
national  prominence,  including  by  lob- 
bying President  Roosevelt’s  administra- 
tion for  reforms. 

The  STFU  laid  claim  to  be  the  first 
fully  integrated  Southern  union.  But  the 
STFU’s  concept  of  integration  was  for 
whiles  to  hold  primary  leadership  while 
blacks  held  secondary  positions.  If  whites 
objected  to  a common  union  local  with 
blacks,  they  were  allowed  to  set  up  whiies- 
only  locals.  As  Shachtman.  in  "Commu- 
nism and  the  Negro."  noted  of  the  Social- 
ist Parly:  “The  fact  that  the  Negro  masses 
in  the  United  States  occupy  a special  posi- 
tion. that  they  constitute  a distinct  racial 
caste  of  pariahs,  is  conveniently  ignored 
by  the  Socialist  theoreticians.”  The  STFU 
never  raised  a single  demand  in  support  of 
black  rights.  The  1934  founding  of  the 
STFU  was  a godsend  for  the  liberals, 
clergy  and  petty-bourgeois  black  leader- 


Tamimenl  Insiitule  Lbrary 

Communist  Party  campaign  poster. 
1932.  Despite  CP's  erroneous  theory 
of  black  ‘‘self-determination,”  Com- 
munist militants  fought  for  integra- 
tion and  against  racist  opression. 

ship  seeking  to  dampen  the  seething  dis- 
content rising  up  in  the  South. 

For  its  part,  the  CP  built  the  Share 
Croppers’  Union,  which  organized  thou- 
sands of  evicted  black  farmers  as  well  as 
cotton  pickers  and  was  largely  centered 
in  Alabama.  The  struggle  to  organize  the 
SCU  was  conducted  in  a state  of  perpet- 
ual civil  war  with  both  "legal’’  and  extra- 
legal  armed  vigilante  groups.  For  exam- 
ple. in  1931  at  Camp  Hill.  Alabama,  the 
local  sheriff  led  a posse  and  attacked  a 
meeting  on  union  organizing  and  the 
Scottsboro  Case.  The  same  posse  also 
attacked  the  home  of  a local  sharecropper 
leader.  In  1932  the  SCU  was  again  in 
a defensive  battle  when  a local  land- 
lord attempted  to  seize  the  property 
of  an  indebted  sharecropper  in  Reel- 
town.  Alabama.  Determined  SCU  mem- 
bers fought  off  the  local  sheriff  and  his 
posse. 

By  1935.  the  SCU  claimed  some  12,000 
members;  when  it  tried  to  merge  with  the 
STFU.  the  Socialist  leaders  refused  out 
of  anli-Communism.  The  SCU  not  only 
fought  to  free  the  Scottsboro  youths,  it 


Arkansas  farm  workers  listening 
at  meeting  of  the  Southern  Tenant 
Union,  circa  1934. 
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they  debated  both  sides  of  the  proposi- 
tion. not  just  the  side  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice... Finally,  by  all  accounts.  Farmer 
was — if  anything — the  alternate  in  the 
match  against  USC — and  never  did  have 
the  opportunity  to  give  the  ‘winning’  last 
rebuttal.”  Nor  does  the  movie  mention 
the  fact  that  Farmer  later  .served  as 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Health.  Education, 
and  Welfare  under  Richard  Nixon! 

Communists  were  in  the  forefront  of 
fighting  for  black  workers  and  farmers 
and  against  racial  oppression  and  lynch 
law  terror  during  the  I930.s — putting  this 
struggle  on  the  agenda  for  the  first  time 
since  the  Populist  movement  in  the  1890s 
and  trying  to  link  it  to  the  newly  formed 
industrial  unions.  For  decades,  most  of 
the  American  labor  movement  and  the  left 


U.  of  North  Carolina 


source  to  the  recognition,  and  more  or 
less  general  acceptance,  of  the  Negro 
question  as  a special  problem  of  Ameri- 
can society — a problem  which  cannot 
be  simply  subsumed  under  the  general 
heading  of  the  conflict  between  capital 
and  labor,  as  it  wa.s  in  the  pre-communist 
radical  movement.... 

"Everything  new  on  the  Negro  question 
came  from  Moscow — after  the  Russian 
Revolution  began  to  thunder  its  demand 
throughout  the  world  for  freedom  and 
equality  for  all  national  minorities,  all 
subject  peoples  and  all  races — for  all  the 
despised  and  rejected  of  the  earth.” 

— "The  Russian  Revolution  and 
the  American  Negro  Movement," 
The  first  Ten  Years  of  American 
Communism  ( 1 962) 

Prior  to  1930.  the  CP  had  less  than  200 
black  members,  but  that  year  l.OOO  black 
people  joined  .the  party.  The  CP  was 


WORKtRS  RARGURRR 


Marxist  Working-Class  Biweekly  of  the  Spartacist  League 


□ $10/22  issues  oflVorkers  Vanguard  □ New  □ Renewal 

(includes  English-language  Spartacist  and  Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle) 
international  rates'  $25/22  issues— Airmail  $10/22  issues— Seamall 

□ $2/6  introductory  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  (includes  English-language  Spartacist) 

□ $2/4  issues  of  Espartaco  (en  espahol)  (includes  Spamsh-language  Spanac/st) 

□ I would  like  to  contribute  $ to  the  production  of  Workers  Vanguard. 

Name 

Address  


City 

Phone  (. 


_ State 


Apt.  # 
_ Zip  . 


E-mail 


925 

Make  checks  payable/mall  to:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co..  Box  1377  GPO,  New  York.  NY  10116 


6 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


New  York  Times 


During  Harlem  cop  riot  in  1964,  Spartacists  initiated  rally  in  New  York  City 
garment  district  to  mobilize  labor  in  defense  of  ghetto  masses. 


also  raised  demands  for  social  equality, 
equal  pay  for  equal  work  (including  for 
women),  improved  schools  and  extension 
of  the  school  year,  abolition  of  poor  fann- 
ers' debt  and  resurrected  the  emancipated 
slave  demand  of  40  acres  and  a mule.  As 
a black-led  union,  the  SCU  also  sought 
with  great  difficulty  to  recruit  rural  whites 
to  its  ranks.  It  was  of  significance  that 
in  counties  where  the  SCU  was  active, 
the  CP  would  receive  hundreds  of  votes 
within  an  all-white  electorate  when  elec- 
tions were  held  Those  impoverished 
whites  who  dared  not  join  a black-led 
union  demonstrated  their  solidarity  by 
voting  for  the  CP  candidates  when  and 
where  they  could 

The  New  Deal  in  the 
Rural  South 

After  the  Nazis  came  to  power  in  Ger- 
many in  I933,  Stalin  and  the  Comintern 
soon  abandoned  the  sectarianism  of  the 
"Third  Period  " and  sought  desperately  to 
form  class-collaborationist  popular-front 
alliances  with  "progressive”  elements  of 
the  bourgeoisie.  As  Leon  Trotsky  empha- 
sized. the  Popular  Front  was  not  a tactic, 
but  an  expression  of  the  anti-revolutionary 
program  of  Stalinism,  tying  the  working 
class  and  oppressed  to  their  exploiters 
under  a bourgeois  program  in  order  to 
prevent  proletarian  revolutions.  The  Ameri- 
can version  of  the  Popular  Front  meant 
seeking  alliances  with  the  pro-capitalist 
CIO  union  bureaucrats  like  John  L.  Lewis 
and  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party  of 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt.  Roosevelt's 
New  Deal,  today  hailed  by  most  liberals 
and  leftists,  was  an  attempt  to  protect 
U.S.  capitalism  against  the  growing 
radicalization  and  labor  struggle.  New 
Deal  reforms  such  as  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Act.  which  made  it  easier 
to  organize  CIO  unions,  or  the  Works 
Progress  Administration,  which  carried 
out  public  works,  were  aimed  at  stabi- 
lizing capitalism  by  tying  the  new.  pow- 
erful industrial  unions  to  the  capitalist 
system. 

Key  to  Roosevelt's  plan  was  forging 
the  "New  Deal  coalition."  which  included 
pro-Communist  labor  organizers,  liberals 
and  black  leaders  in  the  North,  and  racist 
Dixiecrats  and  Klansmen  in  the  South. 
The  role  of  Communists  and  unionists 
was  to  be  a loyal  opposition  to  “progres- 
sive" capitalists  like  Roosevelt.  The  end 
result  of  their  work  was  to  tie  workers  and 
the  oppressed  tighter  to  their  class  enemy, 
the  bourgeois  Democratic  Party,  and  stave 
off  the  independent  political  organiza- 
tion of  the  working  class.  To  this  day.  the 
trade-union  bureaucracy  and  black  mis- 
leaders,  dutifully  tailed  by  the  fake  left, 
still  push  support  to  the  Democratic  Party 
“lesser  evil."  By  helping  to  tie  the  new 
CIO  unions  to  the  Democratic  Party,  and 
using  its  considerable  authority  among 
blacks  to  support  Roosevelt  and  U.S. 
imperialism  in  World  War  II.  the  CP 
played  a crucial  role  in  protecting  the 
capitalist  system  and  channeling  dissent 
back  into  bourgeois  politics.  This  is 
the  real  crime  of  the  Stalinist  CP.  which 
betrayed  the  revolutionary  aspirations  of 
its  working-class  base. 

In  the  South,  the  Popular  Front  was 
especially  criminal.  New  Deal  policies 
hurt  black  sharecroppers  directly.  The 
Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  paid  farmers 
not  to  farm  in  order  to  eliminate  excess 
supply  and  raise  food  prices.  In  1 933.  ten 
million  acres  of  cotton  were  destroyed  and 
six  million  pigs  were  killed  in  an  attempt 
to  stabilize  the  capitalist  market.  That  the 
bourgeoisie  would  do  this  in  the  middle  of 
a worldwide  Depression  speaks  volumes 
about  the  irrationality  of  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. In  the  South,  this  meant  paying  the 
white  landlords  while  black  tenants  and 
sharecroppers  starved.  There  is  no  official 
count  of  the  thousands  of  poor  black  and 
white  families  driven  off  the  land  and  into 
starvation  as  a result  of  Roosevelt’s  New 
Deal  alliance  with  Jim  Crow  Democrats  in 
the  South,  the  Dixiecrats. 

Black  people  in  the  I930s  correctly 
saw  the  Democratic  Party  as  the  party  of 
the  old  slavocracy  and  Jim  Crow,  Though 
by  the  end  of  Recon.struction  the  Repub- 


licans had  abandoned  their  short-lived 
commitment  to  black  rights,  pursuing 
their  class  interests  as  a party  of  big  busi- 
ness. they  were  still  .seen  as  the  “Parly  of 
Lincoln"  and  a lesser  evil  to  the  Demo- 
crats. In  the  1932  elections,  over  two- 
thirds  of  black  voters  voted  Republican. 
But  by  1936.  76  percent  of  black  voters  in 
the  North  voted  for  Roosevelt,  thanks  in 
part  to  illusions  in  the  Democrats  pushed 
by  both  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  and 
the  CP. 

Speaking  of  the  South,  where  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party  was  openly  segregationist 
and  supported  Jim  Crow,  the  CP  Central 
Committee's  Southern  representative 
argued:  "It  is  entirely  within  the  field  of 
practical  politics  for  the  workers,  farmers 
and  the  city  middle  class — the  common 
people  of  the  South — to  take  possession 
of  the  machinery  of  the  Democratic  Party, 
in  the  South,  and  turn  it  into  an  agency 
for  democracy  and  progress"  (quoted  in 
Robin  D-G.  Kelley.  Hammer  and  Hoe: 
Alabama  Communists  During  the  Great 
Depression  (19901).  Seeking  a popular- 
frontist  bloc  with  Democrats  in  the  South, 
the  CP  liquidated  the  SCU  in  1937  and 
retreated  from  the  struggle  in  rural  areas. 
(The  SCU's  agricultural  worker  members 
were  urged  to  join  a CIO  union,  and 
its  tenant  farmer  members  the  National 
Farmers  Union.)  For  example  in  Alabama. 
CP  work  became  centered  on  the  Bir- 
mingham “Right  to  Vote  Club."  which  was 
dedicated  to  voter  registration  and  educa- 


tion in  the  Deep  South,  where  blacks  had 
long  been  disenfranchised. 

The  Civil  Rights  Movement 

Much  of  the  acclaim  for  The  Great 
Debaters  involves  depicting  the  debate 
team  as  precursors  to  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment a decade  later,  a link  that  James 
Farmer  makes  clear.  In  the  movie,  he  is 
shown  witnes.sing  the  racism  of  Jim 
Crow,  and  then,  in  the  last  debate,  defend- 
ing nonviolent  protest  At  the  end  of  the 
film,  we  are  told  that  he  was  a leader  of 
CORE,  an  early  civil  rights  group.  Pre- 
sumably. then,  the  civil  rights  movement 
represented  the  culmination  of  the  strug- 
gle to  eliminate  racial  injustice  and  uplift 
the  “talented  tenth." 

The  courageous  struggles  of  the  black 
and  white  foot  soldiers  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  in  the  1950s  and  '60s  played 
an  instrumental  role  in  overturning  Jim 
Crow.  The  creation  of  a Southern  black 
proletariat  fundamentally  eroded  Jim 
Crow  segregation,  which  was  based  on 
the  isolation  and  powerlessness  of  blacks 
in  the  rural  South.  The  bourgeoisie  even- 
tually acquiesced  to  legal  equality  in 
the  South,  in  part  because,  as  protesters 
showed  the  world  the  reality  of  America’s 
democratic  pretensions  at  home.  Jim 
Crow  became  an  embarrassment  to  U.S. 
imperialism’s  posture  as  the  defender  of 
"democracy"  and  "human  rights”  in  the 
Cold  War  against  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
industrial  and  military  powerhouse  of  the 
non-capitalist  world. 


The  struggle  for  black  equality  was 
intersected  by  growing  domestic  opposi- 
tion to  U.S.  imperialism’s  losing  coun- 
terrevolutionary war  against  Vietnam's 
workers  and  peasants.  The  potential  for  a 
revolutionary  transformation  of  American 
society  was  palpable  But  from  its  onset. 


the  civil  rights  movement  was  dominated 
by  a black  middle-class  leadership  allied 
to  the  liberal  wing  of  the  Democratic 
Party.  The  aim  of  liberal-pacifist  leaders 
such  as  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and 
Farmer  was  to  pressure  the  Democratic 
administrations  of  John  F.  Kennedy  and 


Lyndon  B,  John.son  to  grant  formal,  legal 
equality.  Yet  the  myth  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  as  monolithically  pacifist  and 
dominated  by  King  ignores  that  the  strug- 
gle against  segregation  also  produced 
more  militant  forces,  such  as  Robert  F. 
Williams,  who  advocated  and  practiced 
armed  self-defense  (see.  for  example. 
"Robert  F.  Williams;  Fighter  Against 
Klan  Terror."  WV  No.  737,  2 June  2000). 

In  the  1960s.  the  Spartacist  League, 
despite  our  small  forces,  intervened  into 
the  civil  rights  movement  and  put  for- 
ward the  perspective  of  a class-struggle 
fight  for  black  freedom.  As  we  said  in 
our  Programmatic  Statement.  "For  Social- 
ist Revolution  in  the  Bastion  of  World 
Imperialism!": 

“In  our  intervention  into  the  civil  rights 
movement,  the  Spartacist  League  raised 
the  call  for  a South-wide  Freedom  Labor 
Parly  as  an  expression  of  working-class 
political  independence  and  the  need  to 
mobilize  the  labor  movement  to  fight  for 
black  emancipation.  This  was  linked  to 
a senes  of  other  transitional  demands 
aimed  at  uniting  black  and  while  workers 
in  struggle  against  the  capitalist  class 
enemy,  like  organizing  the  unorganized 
and  a sliding  scale  of  wages  and  hours 
to  combat  inflation  and  unemployment 
We  called  for  armed  self-defense  against 
racist  terror  and  for  a workers  untied 
front  against  government  intervention, 
both  in  the  labor  movement  and  in  the 
use  of  federal  troops  lo  suppress  black 

filebeian  struggles.  This  program  is  no 
ess  urgent  today." 

The  bankruptcy  of  the  liberal  program 
of  the  civil  rights  movement’s  leadership 
was  revealed  when  the  movement  swept 
out  of  the  South  and  into  the  North,  where 
black  people  already  had  formal  legal 
equality.  The  struggle  for  a fundamental 
change  in  conditions  of  life  in  the  ghettos 
continued  on  page  ll 
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Striking  UAW  workers  at  American  Axle,  April  2008.  Multiracial  proletariat, 
under  revolutionary  leadership,  has  power  to  smash  capitalist  exploitation 
through  socialist  revolution. 
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We  Are  the  Party  of  the 
Russian  Revolution 


Fur  •In  Arben*rTal*d*ut*chlandt 
Sptrtakltt-AfftrtWftWftW  D>utichl«nd> 


Spartalcisi 

East  Berlin,  3 January  1990:  Spartaklst  speaker  addresses 
ICL'initiated  250,000>strong  unlted>front  demonstration 
in  Treptow  Park  against  fascist  desecration  of  Soviet 
war  memorial  and  in  defense  of  East  German  and  Soviet 
workers  states.  Inset:  Spartaklst  Workers  Party  poster 
during  March  1990  East  German  election  reads,  “No  to 
Capitalist  Reunification!" 


Wir  print  below,  edited  for  puhlicu- 
tion,  the  second  part  of  a presenta- 
tion by  comrade  Victor  Gibbons, 
given  in  Los  Angeles  on  10  November 
2007  in  commemoration  of  the  90th 
anniversary  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion. Part  One  of  this  presentation 
M'flj  published  in  WV  No.  924.  7 
November. 


PART  TWO 


Leading  the  fight  against  the  Sta- 
linist degeneration  of  the  world’s  first 
workers  slate,  which  was  created  by 
the  1917  Russian  Revolution.  Leon 
Trotsky's  Left  Opposition  upheld  the 
revolutionary-internationalist  program 
of  V.  I.  Lenin's  Bolshevik  Party.  Cen- 
tral to  the  program  of  Trotsky’s 
Fourth  International  was  the  un- 
conditional military  defense  of  the 
Soviet  degenerated  workers  slate 
against  imperialism  and  capitalist 
counterrevolution  and  the  call  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  to 
oust  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  and 
restore  working-class  political  power 
in  the  USSR. 

A crucial  turning  point  in  the  fate  _ 
of  the  Soviet  Union — and  world  his- 
tory— proved  to  be  the  war  in  Afghani- 
stan during  the  1980s.  In  December  1979. 
Leonid  Brezhnev's  Kremlin  had  inter- 
vened militarily  into  Afghanistan  to  shore 
up  a strategically  important  client  state 
along  the  southern  border  of  Soviet  Cen- 
tral Asia.  The  modernizing  bourgeois- 
nationalist  regime  in  Kabul  had  repeat- 
edly requested  Soviet  aid  against  a 
reactionary  Islamic  insurgency — backed 
and  armed  by  the  U.S. — which  had  taken 
up  arms  against  the  regime's  modest 
social  reforms,  especially  those  that 
improved  the  horribly  oppressed  condi- 
tion of  Afghan  women. 

In  dreadfully  backward  Afghanistan, 
the  Red  Army  represented  the  only  real 
basis  for  social  progress.  A Red  Army 
victory  and  a prolonged  occupation  of 
the  country  posed  the  extension  of  the 
social  gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to 
Afghanistan,  transforming  it  along  the 
lines  of  Soviet  Central  Asia. 

It  should  have  been  easy  for  any  leftist 
to  see  that  it  was  necessary  to  take  the 
Soviet  side  in  this  war.  The  war  was  dou- 
bly progressive  on  the  part  of  the  USSR, 
defending  both  the  fate  of  women  and 
elementary  social  progress  in  Afghani- 
stan. as  well  as  defending  the  Soviet 
Union’s  strategic  southern  flank.  Against 
the  solid  front  that  ran  from  the  imperi- 
alists to  their  “left"  drummer  boys,  the 

Planela 


international  Spartacist  tendency  (prede- 
cessor of  the  International  Communist 
League)  declared:  "Hail  Red  Army  in 
Afghanistan!  Extend  social  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution  to  Afghan  peoples!” 

The  1979  Red  Army  intervention  into 
Afghanistan  cut  against  the  grain  of  the 
Stalinists'  nationalist  dogma  of  “social- 
ism in  one  country.”  Our  internationalist 
line,  aimed  squarely  against  the  CIA- 
backed  mujahedin,  at  the  same  time  pro- 
moted political  revolution  against  the 
Kremlin  bureaucracy. 

During  the  onslaught  of  the  war  hyste- 
ria cranked  out  by  the  U.S.  ruling  class — 
beginning  with  Jimmy  Carter's  "human 
rights"  demagogy  and  escalating  to  Ronald 
Reagan’s  crusade  against  the  Soviet  "evil 
empire" — a defining  moment  took  place 
for  the  left  internationally.  Much  of  the 
left  rushed  to  embrace  what  was  the 
biggest  "covert”  CIA  operation  in  history. 
The  lackeys  of  imperialism  did  not  give  a 
damn  about  the  genuine  progress  that  the 
Soviet  presence  from  1 979-89  did  start  to 
bring  about  for  Afghan  women,  anymore 
than  they  care  today  about  the  living  hell 
women  have  been  thrown  back  into  by  the 
triumphal  march  of  imperialism  and  the 
Islamic  cutthroats  that  they  spawned  in 
the  region. 

Left  apologists  for  U.S.  imperialism's 
holy  war  against  the  USSR  and  progress 


in  Afghanistan  screamed  bloody  mur- 
der over  purported  Soviet  violations  of 
Afghanistan's  supposed  "national  rights.” 
But  Afghanistan  is  not  a nation.  It  is  a 
feudal-derived  state  that  is  a mosaic  of 
nationalities,  ethnic  and  tribal  groupings. 
And.  in  any  case,  this  is  beside  the  point. 
Even  if  Afghanistan  were  a homogene- 
ous nation,  revolutionary  Marxists  would 
have  supported  the  Soviet  Union's  armed 
intervention  since  the  furthering  of  social 
revolution,  including  defense  of  the  USSR 
against  capitalist  imperialism,  stands  high- 
er than  the  bourgeois-democratic  right  of 
national  self-determination. 

The  war  in  Afghanistan  would  prove 
to  be  a watershed.  The  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy’s treacherous  withdrawal  from 
Afghanistan  in  1989  was  the  direct  pre- 
cursor to  capitalist  counterrevolution  in 
the  Soviet  Union  itself.  As  I will  explain 
below,  we  fought  for  an  internationalist 
response  to  help  defeat  the  Afghan  reac- 
tionaries. We  said  it  would  be  better 
to  fight  against  imperialism  there  than 
against  counterrevolution  in  Mo.scow — 
and  we  were  proved  very  right. 

Bourgeoisie,  Social  Democrats 
Promote  Counterrevolution 
in  Poland 

In  the  early  ’80s,  another  anti-Communist 
campaign  was  waged  around  events  in 


Poland  where  striking  workers  lined 
up  behind  an  opposition  composed  of 
reactionary  uliranationalists.  Catho- 
lic clerics  and  pro-capitalist  social 
democrats.  Significant  sections  of  the 
working  class  were  mobilized  against 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  through 
Solidamo!(d.  a "trade  union"  spon- 
sored by  the  CIA.  West  Euro- 
pean social  democrats  and  the  Vati- 
can. In  the  U.S.  and  West  Europe, 
the  trade-union  bureaucracy  went 
whole  hog  in  mobilizing  support  for 
SoIidamo<d. 

The  ascendancy  of  Solidamos'd 
was  a direct  consequence  of  the 
political  bankruptcy  of  Stalinism.  In 
Poland  in  1956.  1970  and  again  in 
1976.  proletarian  upheavals  were 
headed  off  as  the  bureaucracy  each 
time  put  forward  a new  leader  or 
new  promises  for  a better  deal.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Polish  Stalinists 
strengthened  the  Catholic  church 
in  various  ways,  including  by  per- 
petuating a landowning  peasantry. 
By  the  late  1970s.  having  been  disil- 
lusioned three  times  with  "national- 
liberal”  Stalinism,  significant  sec- 
tions of  the  Polish  working  class 
became  susceptible  to  being  organ- 
ized in  Solidamo^d. 

At  its  first  national  congress  in  Sep- 
tember 1981.  Solidamos'd  consolidated 
around  a program  of  open  counterrevolu- 
tion. Its  call  for  "free  trade  unions”  was 
a war  cry  of  Cold  War  anti-Sovietism. 
In  regard  to  the  Stalinist-ruled  workers 
states,  we  have  historically  fought  for 
trade  unions  that  are  independent  of 
bureaucratic  control  and  are  based  on  the 
principle  of  defending  the  workers  state 
and  its  collectivized  economy.  Soli- 
damo<d  also  called  for  “free  elections"  to 
the  Sejm  (parliament),  a program  of  capi- 
talist restoration  under  the  guise  of  a par- 
liamentary government. 

We  described  Solidamos'd  as  a com- 
pany union  for  the  CIA  and  bankers. 
Stressing  the  need  to  unconditionally 
militarily  defend  the  Polish  deformed 
workers  state  against  capitalist  restora- 
tion. we  raised  the  call  “Stop  SoIidamo<d 
Counterrevolution!” 

When  in  December  1981  the  bid  for 
power  by  Solidamo^d  was  spiked  by  Gen- 
era! Wojciech  Jaruzelski.  we  uncondition- 
ally defended  that  measure  as  a means  to 
defend  the  workers  state  and  buy  time  for 
the  formation  of  a Trotskyist  party.  By 
contrast,  much  of  the  left  backed  Soli- 
damo<d.  At  the  same  time,  we  warned 
that  the  Stalinists  were  capable  of  selling 
out  the  Polish  workers  stale  to  capital- 


Winter  1979- 


Soviet  military  Intervention  in  1979  opened  road  to  emancipation  of  Afghan  women  (left  in 
Kabul  march).  Spartaclsts  hailed  Red  Army  In  Afghanistan,  called  for  extending  gains  of 
October  Revolution  to  Afghan  peoples.  Above:  Photo  distributed  by  CIA-backed  muiahedln 
cutthroats  shows  the  murder  of  a “Communist  high  school  teacher  ” In  Afghanistan. 
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Above:  Spartacist  demonstration  against  Solidarnosd  at  its  offices  in 
teachers  union  headquarters  in  New  York  City,  September  1981.  Below:  Nat 
Weinstein  (left),  founding  leader  of  Socialist  Action,  joins  anti*Communists  In 
1981  promoting  Polish  Solidarnosd,  company  union  for  CIA,  Vatican  and  Wall 
Street.  Time  magazine  expose  on  “Holy  Alliance”  between  Pope  and  Reagan 
for  counterrevolution. 


Magical  Moments  in  Albertville 


TIME 

How  Reagan  and  ihe  Pope  conspired 

fHOLYIi 

lu  assist  Poland's  Solidarity  movement 

ALLIANCE 

and  hasten  the  demise  of  Communism 
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ism — and  that  is  exactly  what  happened. 
In  1989.  the  Polish  Stalinists  ceded  gov- 
ernmental power  to  Solidamorfd.  which 
had  won  a landslide  electoral  victory  that 
June.  Thus  Solidarno^d  formed  the  first 
of  the  captlalisl-restorationist  regimes  in 
East  and  Central  Europe. 

In  Poland  today  you  can  see  the  result 
of  capitalist  counterrevolution;  whole 
parts  of  the  Polish  economy — mining, 
heavy  industry  and  textiles — have  been 
massively  destroyed.  Unemployment — 
largely  nonexistent  in  the  period  before 
1989 — hovers  around  20  percent,  and 
there  are  hardly  any  unemployment  bene- 
fils.  Women's  rights  have  been  rolled 
back  and  a reactionary  clerical  capitalist 
government  established. 

The  ICL  and  the  Struggle 
Against  Capitalist 
Counterrevolution 

The  fact  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  able 
to  recover  from  the  utter  destruction 
caused  by  the  Nazi  invasion  during  World 
War  II — and  become  an  industrial  and 
military  superpower — was  further  testi- 
mony to  the  superiority  of  the  collectiv- 
ized planned  economy.  However,  the 
Soviet  economy — its  level  of  productiv- 
ity and  technological  base — necessarily 
continued  on  the  whole  to  lag  behind  the 
advanced  centers  of  the  capitalist  West. 
Over  the  next  decades,  the  Soviet  Union 
was  subjected  to  the  unremitting  pres- 
sures of  imperialism — not  only  military 
encirclement  and  an  arms  buildup  aimed 
at  bankrupting  the  Soviet  economy,  but 
also  the  pressure  of  the  imperialist  world 
market. 

Trotsky  had  explained  that  the  Stalinist 
bureaucracy  was  capable  of  extensive  eco- 
momic  growth.  The  Kremlin  oligarchy 
could  and  did  expand  the  Soviet  economy 
by  crudely  transplanting  capitalist  pro- 
duction methods  and  even  entire  factories 
from  abroad,  But  it  was  incapable  of  con- 
sistently raising  the  overall  level  of  tech- 
nology and  labor  productivity.  As  Trotsky 
put  it  in  The  Revolution  Betrayed  ( 1 936): 
"Under  a nationalized  economy,  quality 
demands  a democracy  of  producers  and 
consumers,  freedom  of  criticism  and  ini- 
tiative— conditions  incompatible  with  a 
totalitarian  regime  of  fear,  lies  and  flattery.” 
Although  the  planned  economy  proved 
its  superiority  over  capitalist  anarchy  dur- 
ing its  period  of  extensive  growth,  as  the 
need  for  quality  and  intensive  develop- 
ment came  to  the  fore,  the  bureaucratic 
stranglehold  more  and  more  undermined 
the  economy.  By  the  1980s.  the  cumula- 
tive effects  of  Stalinist  mismanagement 
and  parasitism  had  brought  the  USSR’s 
once  explosive  growth  rate  to  just  a few 
percentage  points  a year,  and  then  none 
at  all. 

The  bureaucratic  caste  in  the  Krem- 
lin was  no  longer  able  to  simultaneously 
fund  defense  spending,  maintain  the 
steady  postwar  rise  of  Soviet  workers' 
living  standards,  and  invest  in  new  indus- 
trial technology.  A change  of  course  was 
inevitable.  In  1985.  Mikhail  Gorbachev 
came  to  power  with  his  slogan  of  peres- 
troika. a program  of  “market  reforms” 
intended  as  a whip  to  spur  worker  pro- 
ductivity and  enterprise  efficiency.  This 
was  linked  to  a policy  of  glasnost  (which 
means  “openness”).  The  attempt  to  re- 
structure the  Soviet  economy  through  so- 
called  “market  socialism”  signified  a 
transition  away  from  central  planning 
in  favor  of  market  mechanisms  for  run- 
ning the  economy.  This  led  to  a deepen- 
ing of  social  inequalities  and  a strength- 
ening of  forces  pushing  for  the  restoration 
of  capitalism. 

These  reforms  were  combined  with 
increased  diplomatic  conciliation  vis-S- 
vis  imperialism  under  the  slogan  “new 
thinking”  in  foreign  policy.  When,  in 
early  1989.  the  Soviet  bureaucracy  under 
Gorbachev  withdrew  Soviet  troops  from 
Afghanistan  in  the  vain  hope  of  winning 
the  good  graces  of  the  imperialists,  we 
denounced  this  as  a crime  against  both 
the  Afghan  and  Soviet  peoples — as  has 
been  amply  verified  by  subsequent  events. 
The  reason  Gorbachev  threw  Afghani- 


stan to  the  imperialist  wolves  by  with- 
drawing the  Soviet  Army  was  not  that  the 
USSR  was  militarily  def^eated  in  Afghan- 
istan. That  is  a Cold  War  myth  manufac- 
tured and  marketed  by  the  CIA  and  its 
media  chorus.  Today  the  imperialists’ 
Spies  and  diplomats  who  ran  the  opera- 
tion readily  concede  that  the  high  point 
of  the  mujahedin  insurgency  was  in  1980. 
From  then  on,  the  mullahs  were  consis- 
tently "getting  beaten”  and  “are  not  strong 
enough  to  hold  or  deny  territory  to  the 
Soviets"  (quoted  in  Diego  Cordovez  and 
Selig  S.  Harrison,  Out  of  Afghanistan:  The 
Inside  Story  of  the  Soviet  Withdrawal). 

One’s  blood  boils  reading  the  Politburo 
records  of  the  generals  and  party  bosses 
wrestling  with  the  Afghan  dilemma.  Gor- 
bachev ruled  out  extending  the  gains  of 
the  October  Revolution  to  the  Afghan 
peoples.  Soon  after  coming  to  power  he 
lectured  the  Politburo  that,  "after  all.  it's 
not  socialism  we  want  there,”  He  stated  in 
1986  that  "the  USSR  does  not  intend  to 
remain  in  Afghanistan  and  does  not  seek 
a ‘breakthrough  to  warm  seas’  (of  the 
Indian  Ocean].”  Gorbachev  was  counter- 
ing those  who  chafed  at  the  humiliat- 
ing retreat  he  demanded  by  evoking 
the  Stalinists’  shared  renunciation  of 
the  struggle  for  world  revolution.  But  it 
was  not  just  Gorbachev  personally  who 
betrayed  the  masses  of  Afghanistan  for 
the  sake  of  appeasing  Ronald  Reagan.  No 
wing  of  the  bureaucracy  had  an  alterna- 
tive to  Gorbachev’s  attempt  to  reduce  the 
Soviet  military  budget  and  its  commit- 
ments through  a vain  attempt  to  appease 
imperiali.sm. 

Just  days  before  Gorbachev  pulled  the 
last  Soviet  units  out  of  Afghanistan,  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee — the  class- 
struggle.  non-sectarian  legal  and  social 
defense  organization  associated  with  the 
Spartacist  League — sent  a 7 February 
1989  letter  to  the  Afghan  government 
offering  to  organize  an  international  bri- 
gade to  fight  to  the  death  to  defend  the 
right  of  women  to  read;  to  defend  free- 
dom from  the  veil  and  the  tyranny  of  the 
mullahs  and  the  landlords;  to  defend  the 


introduction  of  medical  care  and  the 
right  of  all  to  an  education. 
Unfortunately,  the  Afghan  government 
declined  our  offer.  They  asked  instead 
that  we  raise  funds  internationally  for  the 
civilian  victims  of  attacks  by  the  CIA’s 
cutthroats  in  the  Afghan  city  of  Jalala- 
bad. We  took  up  this  cause  and  raised 
over  $40,000  from  all  around  the  world. 
In  immigrant  communities,  at  factories, 
workplaces  and  union  halls,  and  among 
foreign  students,  people  who  keenly  knew 
what  a victory  of  the  mujahedin  would 
mean  donated  generously.  We  also  sent  a 
press  representative  to  Jalalabad  to  help 
break  the  imperialist  information  block- 
ade. You  can  read  about  this  in  our 
bound  volumes  of  WV  for  1989-90;  see. 
for  example,  “Afghanistan:  Scenes  of 
Civil  War — Exclusive  Photographs  from 
Our  Correspondent."  WV  No.  484,  1 Sep- 
tember 1989. 

Had  our  proposal  for  fighting  interna- 
tionalist brigades  taken  shape,  it  could 
have  had  a real  impact  on  the  Soviet  veter- 
ans of  the  Afghan  war.  whose  socialist 
aspirations  had  been  rekindled  by  their 
internationalist  service.  It  could  have 
helped  to  galvanize  their  real  but  partial 
and  unfocused  opposition  within  the 
USSR  to  Gorbachev’s  betrayals.  Reports 
emerged  stating  that  “Soviet  veterans  of 
the  Afghanistan  war  have  asked  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  of  the  CP  to  be  allowed  to 
return  there  with  a voluntary  division”  to 
fight  the  counterrevolutionaries  {Sild- 
deuische  Zeitung.  27  July  1989).  This 
mood  was  particularly  felt  by  Soviet  veter- 
ans coming  from  Central  Asia,  who  in 
Afghanistan  had  battled  the  very  slavery 
that  the  1917  October  Revolution  had 
saved  their  grandparents  from.  The  Soviet 
soldiers  who  had  been  told,  and  rightly 
believed,  that  they  were  fulfilling  their 
internationalist  duty  in  fighting  against 
the  reactionary  Afghan  mujahedin  on 
the  USSR’s  southern  border,  were  now 
maligned  at  home  as  "war  criminals”  who 
had  supposedly  perpetrated  "Russia's 
Vietnam.” 

Now  we  have  authoritative  records 


kept  by  participants  in  Politburo  meet- 
ings that  show  Gorbachev's  humiliat- 
ing orders  to  "get  out!"  of  Afghanistan. 
This  evoked  resistance  all  the  way  up  to 
the  Politburo,  although  in  the  end  they 
bowed  to  Gorbachev.  Had  ihe  beginnings 
of  a Soviet  Trotskyist  party  been  crystal- 
lized in  1989 — had  our  brigades  helped 
to  serve  as  a catalyst  for  this — history 
might  have  taken  a very  different  path. 
Instead.  Gorbachev’s  ignominious  pull- 
out from  Afghanistan  only  served  to 
instill  a sense  of  defeatism  and  demor- 
alization among  the  Soviet  masses. 

Proletarian  Revolt  Against 
Stalinist  Regime  in  China 

During  the  1980s.  the  influence  of 
petty-bourgeois  democrats  and  national- 
ists increasingly  gamed  strength  through- 
out most  of  East  Europe,  with  the  notable 
exception  of  East  Germany,  In  July  1989. 
Gorbachev  disavowed  Soviet  “interfer- 
ence” in  the  Eastern  bloc  countries.  At  the 
same  lime,  as  part  of  his  market  restruc- 
turing. he  announced  that  the  Soviet 
Union  would  now  sell  oil  and  raw  mate- 
rials to  the  East  European  deformed 
workers  states  at  world  market  prices  for 
hard  currency — i.e.,  no  more  subsidies. 
Gorbachev  was  offering  up  East  Europe 
to  the  imperialists.  The  fate  of  the  East 
European  and  Soviet  workers  was  thus 
posed:  either  proletarian  political  revolu- 
tions to  defend  and  extend  the  gains 
embodied  in  the  collectivized  economies, 
or  capitalist  counterrevolution  and  all- 
sided  social  devastation. 

The  first  sign  of  political  revolution  in 
this  period  appeared  not  in  East  Europe 
but  in  China.  In  May-June  1989.  a pro- 
test initiated  by  students  in  Tiananmen 
Square  in  Beijing  won  widespread  sup- 
port among  workers,  who  were  furious  at 
growing  economic  inequalities,  rampant 
corruption  and  endemic  inflation  encour- 
aged by  Deng  Xiaoping’s  "market  social- 
ist" economy.  Under  Deng,  during  the 
preceding  decade,  agriculture  had  been 
decollectivized  and  centralized  economic 
planning  had  been  weakened.  The  "iron 
rice  bowl"  of  guaranteed  lifetime  employ- 
ment and  social  benefits  for  workers  was 
becoming  rusted  out. 

Groups  of  young  workers  joined  the 
demonstrations  at  Tiananmen  Square, 
which  spread  throughout  the  country. 
As  we  wrote  at  the  time.  "It  was  the 
beginnings  of  a working-class  revolt 
against  Deng's  program  of  ‘building 
socialism  with  capitalist  methods’  which 
gave  the  protests  their  mass  and  poten- 
tially revolutionary  nature"  ("Defend 
Chinese  Workers!”  WV  No.  480.  23  June 
1989).  Initially,  both  rank-and-file  sol- 
diers and  some  senior  military  com- 
manders refused  to  carry  out  orders  to 
suppress  the  protests. 

The  two  weeks  during  which  the  anny 
refused  to  implement  martial  law  were 
a critical  juncture.  There  was  a political 
vacuum.  Even  a tiny  Chinese  Bolshevik 
organization  could  have  played  a signifi- 
cant role  in  1989.  especially  during  those 
two  weeks.  The  situation  in  which  work- 
ing people  were  beginning  to  take  control 
of  the  cities  in  their  own  hands  needed  to 
be  developed  into  a fight  for  political 
power.  Deng  was  finally  able  to  find  mili- 
tary units  willing  to  suppress  the  protests. 
This  was  directed  primarily  at  the  working 
class  rather  than  at  the  student  protesters. 
The  key  factor  in  China  in  1989  was  the 
absence  of  a revolutionary  leadership. 

Nascent  Proletarian  Political 
Revolution  in  the  DOR 

The  events  in  China  were  echoed  in 
Central  and  East  Europe,  specifically  in 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  (DDR) 
or  East  Germany.  The  broadening  crisis 
there  led  to  growing  weekly  demonstra- 
tions in  October  against  the  Stalinist 
regime  of  Eriah  Honecker  Gorbachev 
and  the  Soviet  Army  command  in  the 
DDR  refused  Honecker’s  request  to  u.se 
troops  against  the  protesters.  The  unla- 
menied  Honecker  regime  fell  in  late 
October.  On  November 4,  a million-strong 
continued  on  page  10 
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facitJry  to  ihc  majonty  can  he  amved  at. 
This  cun  only  be  done  through  open  and 
sometimes  painful  debates  before  the 
whole  people.  Perhaps  our  example  will 
encourage  the  Soviet  Union  to  take  the 
same  road." 

Our  program  was  beginning  to  lake  on 
living  form  in  the  struggles  of  the  masses. 
In  many  instances,  the  SED-PDS  lops  had 
more  knowledge  about  this  than  we  did  at 
the  time.  Thus,  unbeknownst  to  us.  in  the 
days  prior  lo  the  Treptow  demonstration, 
a series  of  mutinies  broke  out  in  various 
DDR  garrisons. 

Gorbachev  saw  the  historic  importance 
of  Treptow  loo — from  his  own  treacher- 
ous point  of  view.  Later,  on  8 November 
1999,  he  declared  on  German  TV: 

"Wc  changed  our  point  tif  view  on  the 
process  of  unification  of  Germany  under 
the  impact  of  events  that  unfolded  m the 
DDR.  And  an  especially  critical  situation 
came  about  in  January  In  essence,  a 
breakdown  of  structures  took  place.... 
This  began  on  January  3 and  (went)  fur- 
ther almost  every  day....  This  was.. .like  a 
torrcnl  of  fiery  lava:  the  current  was 
flowing-'’ 

The  Stalinist  betrayers  from  Moscow  lo 
Berlin  moved  swiftly  lo  head  off  further 
revolutionary  developments.  The  SPD. 
howling  at  our  exposure  of  their  counter- 
revolutionary intentions,  castigated  the  rul- 
ing SED-PDS  on  national  TV  for  sharing  a 
platform  with  the  Trotskyists.  The  capitu- 
lating Stalinists  quickly  aimed  their  politi- 
cal fire  at  us  and  made  any  further  actions 
like  Treptow  “veiix)ten.”  Gorbachev  imme- 
diately summoned  Helmut  Kohl  lo  Mos- 
cow. He  gave  the  green  light  for  capitalist 
Anschliixs  (annexation).  The  West  Ger- 
man bourgeoisie  threw  20  billion  deut.sch- 
marks  toward  annexing  East  Germany  and 


promised  to  make  the  ostmark  equivalent 
to  the  West  German  deutschmark.  DDR 
elections  were  moved  up  by  several 
months  and  every  CIA  Cold  War  party, 
agency  and  priest  came  flooding  in  from 
the  West  to  bury  the  banner  of  Treptow 
and  raise  in  its  place  the  flag  of  the  Fourth 
Reich,  the  Greater  German  Fatherland. 

We  continued  the  fight  into  the  elec- 
tions. which  had  become  a referendum  on 
capitalist  reunification.  The  Spartakist- 
Gruppen  fused  with  the  ICL's  Trotskyist 
League  of  Germany  to  form  the  Sparta- 
kist  Workers  Party.  We  ran  an  electoral 
campaign  for  the  East  German  legislature 
in  March  1990.  We  proposed  the  follow- 
ing no-contest  agreement:  if  an  organi- 
zation is  prepared  to  say  clearly,  pub- 
licly. unambiguously  and  in  writing  that 
It  opposes  capitalist  reunification,  we 
would  call  on  our  supporters  to  vote  for  its 
candidates  in  places  where  wc  don’t  run. 
and  the  other  party  would  likewise  call  on 
its  supporters  to  vote  for  our  candidates 
where  it  wasn’t  running.  Not  one  party 
took  up  our  offer!  On  the  ballot,  the  Spar- 
takist  Workers  Party  stood  alone  as  the 
parly  of  the  Russian  Revolution,  of  prole- 
tarian political  revolution  against  Fourth 
Reich  capitalist  restoration. 

The  election  results  registered  the  post- 
Treptow  reactionary  blit/kneg:  the  Ausch- 
witz bourgeoisie  was  the  new  master  The 
workers  of  East  Germany.  West  Germany, 
of  the  USSR  and  of  the  whole  world  had 
suffered  a historic  defeat.  But  history  also 
recorded  that  the  ICL  alone  knew  what  lo 
do.  and  acted  on  it. 
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tarian  political  revolution.  Treptow  Park 
was  filled  lo  capacity  with  over  a quarter- 
million  workers,  soldiers  of  the  DDR  and 
USSR,  immigrant  workers  and  students. 
At  this  mass  demonstration,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Stalinist-ruled 
Soviet  bloc,  the  ICL  was  able  lo  present 
its  Trotskyist  program  in  counlerposition 
to  the  Stalinists’  betrayals  of  Ihc  DDR. 

In  the  face  of  organized  heckling  by 
Stalinist  hacks,  comrade  Renate  Dahl- 
haus  declared: 

■■Economic  absorption  and  political  incor- 
poration by  Stages — which  Wesi  German 
imperialism,  aided  by  the  .SPD.  seeks — 
c.m  turn  this  polilicul  revolution  into  a 
social  counlcrrcvolution  This  must  not 
happen!... 

"Our  economy  is  suffering  from  waste 
and  obsolescence.  The  SED  party  dicta- 
torship has  shown  that  it  is  incompetent 
lo  fight  this  . The  fight  for  the  power  to 
make  these  decisions  and  lo  run  this 
country  must  he  in  the  hands  of  workers 
councils  so  that  rational  decisions  satis- 


demonstration  took  place  in  East  Berlin. 
Five  days  later  the  Berlin  Wall  came 
down. 

Today  we  are  constantly  subjected  to 
bourgeois  propaganda  that  depicts  all 
East  Germans  at  that  time  rushing  out 
lo  embrace  West  Germany  and  capitalist 
reunification.  This  is  u big  lie.  The  mass 
of  workers,  students  and  soldiers  wanted 
to  save  the  DDR  from  the  collapse  caused 
by  the  bankrupt  Stalinist  rulers.  They 
marched  under  banners  saying.  "For  Com- 
munist Ideals"  and  "Against  Privileges" 

This  was  the  setting  in  which  we 
launched  the  largest  and  most  important 
effort  in  the  history  of  our  tendency. 
Comrades,  whether  they  knew  German 
or  not.  volunteered  from  all  around  the 
world  to  fly  into  Germany.  In  December 
1989.  we  began  publishing  a near-daily 
press:  Arprekorr  (Workers  Press  Corre- 
spondence). We  turned  our  readers’  cir- 
cles into  a .series  of  Spartakist-Gruppen 
(Spartacist  Groups).  Arprekorr  took  on  a 
life  of  its  own.  Comrades  would  hit  a 
new  city  and  discover  our  press  and  leaf- 
lets had  preceded  us. 

We  called  for  proletarian  political  revo- 
lution in  the  East  and  socialist  revolution 
in  the  West,  as  the  road  to  a red.  soviet 
Germany  in  a Socialist  United  States  of 
Europe.  We  called  for  the  founding  of 
workers  and  soldiers  councils.  We  uncon- 
ditionally opposed  capitalist  reunification 
with  imperialist  West  Germany. 

We  also  directed  propaganda  and  slo- 
gans to  soldiers  in  the  East  German 
National  People’s  Army  (NVA).  Some 
units  and  soldiers  committees  of  the  East 
German  army  responded  to  our  propa- 
ganda and  circulated  Arprekorr  in  the 
banacks.  The  West  German  bourgeoisie 
and  U.S.  imperialists  moved  to  spike  the 
nascent  political  revolution  by  fomenting 
German  revanchism.  Neo-Nazis  incited 
provocations  against  the  soldiers  of  the 
Soviet  garrison,  which  was  the  decisive 
military  force  in  the  DDR. 

We  countered  this  right  from  the  start 
by  massively  distributing  greetings  in  the 
name  of  the  insurgent  German  workers 
fighting  for  political  revolution  to  our 
class  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Soviet 
Army  Zone.  We  saluted  them  and  invited 
them  to  join  us  to  celebrate  the  New  Year 
in  the  Soviet  custom  of  Novogodnyaya 
Yolka.  We  also  distributed  greetings  lo 
Cuban.  Vietnamese  and  other  foreign 
workers  in  the  DDR. 

The  principal  stalking  horse  interven- 
ing in  the  DDR  for  capitalist  reunifica- 
tion was  the  Social  Democratic  Party  of 
Germany  (SPD).  At  the  same  time,  the 
key  obstacle  to  fighting  against  capilali.sl 
reunification  was  the  ruling  East  German 
Socialist  Unity  Party  (SED).  because 
many  had  illusions  that  it  would  defend 
the  DDR.  Underpressure  from  below,  the 
SED  convened  an  emergency  congress 


Beijing:  Workers  and  students  fraternize  with  troops  called  in  to  suppress 
1989  Tiananmen  uprising,  which  marked  incipient  political  revolution  against 
Chinese  Stalinist  regime. 


in  December  1989  and  added  to  their 
old  name  Party  of  Democratic  Socialism 
(PDS).  The  SED-PDS.  as  it  was  now 
called,  promised  to  oppose  a “profit- 
dominated  capitalist  society."  It  simul- 
taneously advocated  market-oriented 
reforms  and  praised  West  German  chan- 
cellor Helmut  Kohl’s  program  for  “con- 
federative  structures.”  which  in  reality 
served  lo  incorporate  the  DDR  into  capi- 
talist West  Germany. 

The  SED-PDS  leadership  took  the 
decisive  steps  toward  disbanding  the 
Betriebskampfgruppen  (factory  militias). 
These  had  been  the  voluntary,  armed, 
factory-based  militias  for  defense  of  the 
DDR  under  the  political  leadership  of  the 
SED.  Established  after  the  17  July  1953 
pro-socialist  workers  uprising  in  East 
Berlin  against  Stalinist  rule,  these  militias 
were  intended  by  the  bureaucracy  to  be 
used  against  any  future  workers  uprising. 
But  it  became  clear  that  many  workers  in 
the  Kampfgruppen  did  not  lake  kindly  lo 
the  idea  of  being  used  in  that  way.  The 
Kampfgruppen  had  the  real  potential  in 
November  1 989  to  become  a crystallizing 
point  for  proletarian  political  revolution 
against  the  bureaucracy  in  defense  of  the 
DDR — so.  the  Stalinists  dissolved  them 
and  thus  disarmed  the  working  class. 

We  called  for  a new  Leninist  egalitar- 
ian party  to  fight  for  the  revolutionary 
reunification  of  Germany  and  “No  to  the 
Sellout  of  the  DDR!"  We  emphasized: 
“For  an  Effective  Planned  Economy 
Through  Workers  Democracy!"  Mean- 
while. Arprekorr  (19  December  1989) 
argued  for  the  potential  of  workers  politi- 
cal revolution  in  the  USSR; 

“All  these  aims  must  he  combined  with 
a vigorous  offensive  for  u comparable 
proletarian  p«)ii(ical  renewal  m the  Soviet 
Union  so  (hat  a far  larger  combined 
economy  in  transition  from  capitalism  to 
socialism  may  defend  itself  against  the 
fifth  column  of  social  democrats,  restor- 
ers of  capitalism,  and  large  masses  ot 
the  intelligentsia  who  imagine,  some- 
times foolishly,  that  they  will  acquire  the 


soft  lives  of  (he  new  capitalist  masters. 
In  the  short  run.  look  not  to  the  West  but 
to  the  East!" 

The  Fight  for  a Red  Germany 
of  Workers  Councils 

The  validity  and  necessity  of  this  per- 
spective were  soon  borne  out.  In  late 
December,  the  neo-Nazis  went  so  far  as  to 
desecrate  the  Soviet  monument  in  East 
Berlin’s  Treptow  Park.  This  monument 
honors  the  Red  Army  soldiers  who  fell  lib- 
erating Germany  from  the  Nazi  scourge. 


ICL  literature  table 
at  May  1991  meeting 
of  Soviet  officers 
and  soldiers 
in  former  DOR 
to  commemorate 
anniversary  of  Red 
Army  victory  over 
Nazi  Third  Reich. 


The  ICL  initiated  a united-front  dem- 
onstration against  this  provocation.  In 
essence,  this  was  a call  to  defend  the 
DDR  and  the  Soviet  Union.  The  response 
lo  our  call  ran  deep  and  wide.  It  com- 
pelled the  ruling  Stalinists  to  join  in  the 
mobilization  for  the  demonstration  on 
3 January  1990,  One  leader  of  the  SED- 
PDS.  Lolhar  Bisky.  told  us.  "You  have  the 
workers.’’  He  didn’t  mean  that  we  had 
them  organized  in  our  ranks  (yet);  rather, 
that  our  program  was  articulating  the 
aspirations  of  the  pro-socialist  workers. 
The  potential  for  the  explosive  growth  of 
a Trotskyist  party  was  real. 

The  turnout  to  the  demonstration 
showed  the  face  of  the  nascent  prole- 
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activists  against  imperialism  and  racist 
injustice  are  not  a crime.  They  should  not 
have  served  a day  in  prison. 

Ed  Poindexter  and  Wopashitwe 
Mondo  Eyen  we  Langa  are  former  Black 
Panther  supporters  and  leaders  of  the 
Omaha.  Nebraska,  National  Committee 
to  Combat  Fascism.  They  were  victims  of 
the  FBI’s  deadly  COINTELPRO  opera- 
tion under  which  38  Black  Panther  Party 
members  were  killed  and  hundreds  more 
imprisoned  on  frame-up  charges.  Poin- 
dexter and  Mondo  were  railroaded  to 
prison  and  sentenced  to  life  for  a 1970 
explosion  that  killed  a cop,  and  they  have 
now  served  more  than  36  years  in  jail. 
Last  year,  a Nebraska  court  denied  a new 
trial  for  Poindexter  despite  the  fact  that  a 
crucial  piece  of  evidence  excluded  from 
the  original  trial,  a long-suppressed  91 1 
audio  tape,  proved  that  testimony  of  the 
state’s  key  witness  was  perjured. 

Hugo  Pinell  is  the  last  of  the  San 
Quentin  6 still  in  prison.  He  was  a mili- 
tant anti-racist  leader  of  prison  rights 
organizing  along  with  George  Jackson, 
his  comrade  and  mentor,  who  was  gunned 
down  by  prison  guards  in  1971.  Despite 
hundreds  of  letters  of  support  and  no  dis- 
ciplinary write-ups  for  over  27  years, 
Pinell  has  repeatedly  been  denied  parole. 
Now  in  his  60s.  Pinell  continues  to  serve 
a life  sentence  at  the  notorious  Pelican 
Bay  Security  Housing  Unit  in  California. 

Jamal  Hart.  Mumia’s  son.  was  sen- 
tenced in  1998  to  15'/2  years  without 


parole  on  bogus  firearms  possession 
charges.  Hart  was  targeted  for  his  promi- 
nent activism  in  the  campaign  to  free 
his  father.  Although  Hart  was  initially 
charged  under  Pennsylvania  laws,  which 
would  have  meant  a probationary  sen- 
tence, Clinton’s  Justice  Department  inter- 
vened to  have  Hart  thrown  into  prison 
under  federal  laws.  Last  year,  the  U.S. 
Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  turned 
down  Hart's  habeas  corpus  petition, 
which  would  have  freed  him  after  more 
than  ten  years  in  prison. 

Contribute  now!  All  proceeds  from  the 
Holiday  Appeal  will  go  to  the  Class- War 
Prisoners  Stipend  Fund.  Send  your  con- 
tributions to:  PDC.  P.O.  Box  99.  Canal 
Street  Station.  New  York.  NY  10013; 
(212)  406^252.B 

Gay  Rights... 

(continued  from  page  J2) 

blacks  who  joined  a protest  against  Prop. 
8 in  Los  Angeles. 

Blacks  in  general  have  the  fewest  illu- 
sions in  American  "democracy.”  and  black 
workers  are  historically  among  the  most 
militant  in  the  proletariat.  However,  relig- 
iosity among  blacks  and  the  strong  influ- 
ence of  the  church  also  promote  extremely 
backward  and  reactionary  views  on  issues 
like  abortion  and  gay  marriage.  In  our 
article  "For  the  Right  to  Gay  Marriage!" 
(WVNo.  821.  5 March  2004).  we  noted: 
"In  its  extreme,  one  gets  the  phenome- 
non of  a black  Baptist  minister,  the  Rev. 
Gregory  Daniels,  who  declared.  Tf  the 
K.K.K.  opposes  gay  marriage,  I would 
ride  with  them’."  That  would  indeed  be  a 
short  ride;  in  the  U.S.  black  people  are 


always  a central  target  of  the  very  same 
forces  that  mobilize  in  opposition  to  abor- 
tion rights,  gay  marriage  and  any  expres- 
sion of  social  liberation. 

As  it  is  with  just  about  everything  else 
in  America,  marriage  law  is  deeply 
entwined  with  racism.  For  black  slaves, 
legal  marriage  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  even  after  the  victorious  Civil  War 
freed  the  slaves,  many  stales  still  banned 
black-white  marriage.  In  1958,  Mildred 
Loving,  a black  woman,  and  her  white 
husband.  Richard,  were  sentenced  to  a 
year  in  prison  in  Virginia  for  the  "crime” 
of  "miscegenation,"  On  the  40th  anniver- 
sary of  the  1967  Supreme  Court  decision 
striking  down  Virginia’s  ban  on  inter- 
racial marriage.  Mildred  Loving  made  a 
powerful  statement  in  defense  of  racial 
and  sexual  equality  for  all: 

"I  believe  all  Americans,  no  matter  their 
race,  no  matter  their  sex.  no  matter  their 
sexual  onentation.  should  have  that  same 
freedom  to  marry.  Government  has  no 
business  imposing  some  people's  relig- 
ious beliefs  over  others.  Especially  if  it 
denies  people's  civil  rights." 

The  reactionary  “family  values"  cru- 
sade behind  Proposition  8.  pushed  from 
the  pulpits  of  white  and  black  churches, 
as  well  as  by  the  Catholic  church  among 
Latinos,  is  aimed  not  only  against  gays. 
On  the  contrary,  it  has  long  been  a code- 
word for  anti-black  racism  among  Dem- 
ocrats and  Republicans  alike,  blaming 
"welfare  mothers”  and  “deadbeat  dads” 
for  the  horrific  conditions  of  life  for 
blacks  in  the  inner  cities.  This  was  echoed 
by  Obama  in  his  Father’s  Day  speech  this 
year,  which  reviled  black  men  as  absentee 
fathers  who  have  undermined  the  family. 
Small  wonder  that  so  many  are  “missing 
in  action"  when  one  in  three  black  men 


Communist 
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— for  real  equality,  for  jobs,  decent  hous- 
ing and  adequate  schools — collided  head- 
on  with  the  realities  of  American  capi- 
talism. The  upsurge  of  "revolutionary" 
black  nationalism  in  the  late  1960s,  best 
represented  by  the  Black  Panther  Party, 
was  a response  to  the  frustrated  expecta- 
tions of  the  Northern  civil  rights  strug- 
gles. Those  struggles  promised  much  but 
left  unchanged  the  hellish  conditions  of 
life  in  the  inner-city  ghettos  that  are 
rooted  in  the  capitalist  profit  system.  As 
an  expression  of  despair,  black  national- 
ism. which  rejects  united  multiracial  class 
struggle,  would  deny  blacks  their  birth- 
right: the  wealth  and  culture  their  labor 
has  played  a decisive  role  in  creating. 

“Racial  Uplift”  and  the 
Black  Petty  Bourgeoisie 

The  Great  Debaters  represents  a take 
on  the  old  theme  of  “racial  uplift" — the 
belief  that  a talented  black  petty  bour- 
geoisie can  by  hard  work  and  dedication 
transcend  the  evils  of  racism  and  achieve 
justice.  In  the  words  of  Denzel  Washing- 


ton. this  is  not  a film  about  “racism  in 
Texas  in  1935.  It's  what  these  y^)ung  peo- 
ple did  about  it.. .to  overcome  whatever 
obstacles  were  in  their  way."  It  is  this  very 
aspect  of  the  film  that  has  made  it  popu- 
lar among  both  black  and  white  critics. 
Roger  Ebert,  film  critic  for  the  Chicago 
Sun-Times,  called  it  "the  feel-great  movie 
of  the  year”  and  black  journalist  Herb 
Boyd  described  it  as  “a  feel-good  movie 
(and  the  underdogs  win)"  and  an  “uplift- 
ing film  that  most  African  Americans 
gladly  embraced." 

"Racial  uplift"  is  the  same  theme  that 
W.E.B.  Du  Bois  raised  in  the  late  19th 
century  in  arguing  against  Booker  T. 
Washington,  who  promoted  the  servile 
acceptance  of  segregation.  Du  Bois  argued 
that  it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  edu- 
cated black  petty  bourgeoisie  to  "uplift" 
black  people  under  capitalism.  In  a 1903 
article,  he  staled: 

“The  Negro  race,  like  all  races,  is  going 
to  be  saved  by  its  exceptional  men. 
The  problem  of  education,  then,  among 
Negroes  must  first  of  all  deal  with  the 
Talented  Tenth,  it  is  the  problem  of  devel- 
oping the  Best  of  this  race  that  they  may 
guide  the  Mass  away  from  the  contami- 
nation and  death  of  the  Worst,  in  their 
own  and  other  races.” 

Du  Bois’  thesis  was  based  on  the 
acceptance  of  capitalism,  In  The  Souls  of 
Black  Folk  (1903).  he  defended  “the  rule 


of  inequality: — that  of  the  million  black 
youth,  some  were  fitted  to  know  and 
some  to  dig;  that  some  had  the  talent  and 
capacity  of  university  men.  and  some  the 
talent  and  capacity  of  blacksmiths."  The 
point  of  education,  he  wrote,  was  to 
"teach  the  workers  to  work  and  the  think- 
ers to  think” 

The  Great  Debaters  articulates  the 
liberal-integrationist  view  promoted  by 
mainstream  civil  rights  groups  that  black 
equality  can  be  achieved  under  capital- 
ism. In  a scene  that  attracted  the  attention 
of  all  leftist  reviewers,  a Wiley  debater 
in  a contest  with  a white  college  team 
declares,  "My  opponent  says  today  is  not 
the  day  for  whites  and  coloreds  to  go  to 
the  same  college....  No.  the  time  for  jus- 
tice, the  time  for  freedom,  and  the  time 
for  equality  is  always,  is  always  right 
now!"  By  showing  their  skills  and  intelli- 
gence. the  “talented  tenth”  are  supposed 
to  break  down  the  barrier  of  racial  injus- 
tice. But  what  is  left  unsaid  speaks  vol- 
umes to  the  class  divisions  among  the 
oppressed  black  population. 

The  black  students  at  Wiley  certainly 
faced  a racist  world  where  even  distin- 
guished PhDs  like  Farmer  could  be 
killed  with  relative  impunity.  One  of  the 
more  powerful — and  accurate — scenes 
comes  when  the  team  narrowly  escaped 
being  lynched  while  on  a rural  road  in 
the  South.  The  college  debating  circuit 
was  segregated,  with  many  white  univer- 
sities refusing  tc  debate  blacks.  Nonethe- 
less. black  colleges  such  as  Wiley.  More- 
house and  Howard  University  were 
founded  by  church  institutions  to  pri- 
marily train  clergy  and  teachers,  the  core 
of  the  black  petty  bourgeoisie.  Political 
protest  was  forbidden — as  shown  by  the 
elder  Farmer’s  negative  reaction  to  Tol- 
son's  radicalism.  For  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  black  people,  exploited  and 
oppressed  as  sharecroppers  and  tenants, 
the  halls  of  Wiley  College  might  as  well 
have  been  Mars, 

From  the  movie,  one  would  get  the 
idea  that  debate  can  change  the  world. 
The  official  Web  site  of  the  movie 
declares.  “Believe  in  the  power  of  words.” 
But  racial  oppression  is  fundamentally 
not  a question  of  bad  ideas  in  people’s 
heads  that  they  can  be  argued  out  of.  It  is 
based  on  the  workings  of  American  capi- 
talism. In  reality,  the  material  conditions 
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are  either  in  prison,  on  probation  or  parole 
on  any  given  day,  many  of  them  rounded 
up  under  the  racist  "war  on  drugs.” 

Of  course,  there  are  many,  and  qualita- 
tive. differences  between  black  oppres- 
sion and  gay  oppression  in  this  society. 
As  we  wrote  in  "Marriage  and  the  Capi- 
talist State”  (VWNo.  824.  16  April  2004). 
racial  oppression,  the  bedrock  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism,  has  been: 

"the  great  fault  line  in  American  poli- 
tics since  the  founding  of  the  nation 
on  the  backs  of  black  slaves.  The  ruling 
class  consciously  manipulates  racism  to 
weaken  the  proletariat.  The  fight  for  black 
freedom  will  be  central  to  the  proletarian 
revolution  in  the  U.S.  For  that  revolution 
to  succeed,  the  working  class,  including 
it.s  strategic  black  component,  must  under- 
stand its  historic  ta.sk  is  to  abolish  class 
society  in  order  to  open  the  road  to  human 
freedom  for  everyone.  And  that  most  cer- 
tainly includes  gays — and  everyone  else 
who.  however  self-defined,  rebels  against 
the  siraitjacket  social  roles  imposed  by  the 
capitalist  ruling  class.” 

Sexuality  is  not  in  itself  a political 
question.  It  is  the  bourgeoisie  which 
politicizes  this  issue,  victimizing  those 
who  do  not  fit  the  norms  as  established  by 
the  family,  church  and  state.  We  carry  for- 
ward the  program  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolshevik  Party,  which  led  the  working 
class  to  power  in  the  1917  Russian  Revo- 
lution. The  early  Bolshevik  regime  did 
all  it  could  to  implement  the  promise 
of  women’s  emancipation,  taking  meas- 
ures toward  socializing  the  functions  of 
the  family.  Among  its  first  acts  was  the 
legalization  of  abortion  and  homosexu- 
ality. To  create  genuinely  free  and  equal 
relations  among  people  in  all' spheres, 
including  sex.  requires  nothing  less  than 
the  destruction  of  capitalist  class  rule  and 
the  creation  of  a communist  world.* 


for  most  black  people  have  continued  to 
deteriorate.  While  Jim  Crow  is  dead,  the 
majority  of  black  people,  as  a race-color 
caste  segregated  at  the  bottom  of  society, 
face  brutal  daily  racist  subjugation  and 
humiliation,  by  whatever  index  of  social 
life  one  might  choose — joblessness, 
imprisonment,  lack  of  decent,  integrated 
housing.  As  the  economy  crashes  into 
recession,  blacks  are  disproportionately 
affected. 

At  the  same  time,  black  workers  are  a 
strategic  pan  of  the  proletariat  in  urban 
transport,  longshore,  auto,  steel,  and  they 
are  the  most  unionized  section  of  the 
working  class.  They  form  an  organic  link 
to  the  downtrodden  ghetto  masses.  Being 
strategically  located  in  the  economy  and 
facing  special  oppression,  black  workers 
led  by  a multiracial  revolutionary  party  will 
play  a vanguard  role  in  the  struggles  of 
the  entire  U.S.  working  class.  Class- 
conscious black  workers,  armed  with  a 
revolutionary  program,  will  play  a central 
role  in  the  building  of  the  workers  party 
necessary  to  sweep  away  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem of  exploitation  and  racial  oppression.  ■ 
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Reactionary  Ban  on  Same-Sex  Marriage  Passes  in  California 

Full  Democratic  Rights  for  Gays! 


WV  Photo 


Oakland:  Spartacists  at  November  15  protest  against  anti-gay  Proposition  8.  Sign 
at  center  reads:  “Barack  Obama — Next  Commander  In  Chief  of  U.S.  imperialism, 
Enemy  of  World’s  Working  People!’’ 


OAKLAND,  November  15 — Tens  of 
thousands  look  to  the  streets  in  cities 
across  the  country  today  to  protest  the 
passage  of  Proposition  8.  which  over- 
turned the  legalization  of  same-sex 
marriage  in  California.  The  Spartacist 
League  and  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs 
joined  in  these  and  other  protests 
with  placards  demanding:  “Down 
with  Prop  8!  For  the  Right  of 
Gay  Maniage.-.and  Divorce!’’,  “State, 
Church  and  Family:  Holy  Trimly  of 
Women's  Oppression!”  and  “Don't 
Crawl  for  the  Democrats — Build  a 
Workers  Party!"  As  fighters  for  the 
socialist  liberation  of  humanity,  we 
are  committed  to  full  democratic 
rights  for  gays,  lesbians  and  transgen- 
ders and  support  any  legal  advances 
that  can  be  wrested  from  this  cruelly 
bigoted  society,  including  the  right 
to  marry.  Since  the  November  4 elec- 
tions. there  have  already  been  several 
legal  challenges  filed  against  Propo- 
sition 8.  but  the  question  still  remains 
if  the  18.000  same-sex  marriages  in 
California  carried  out  in  the  last  few 
months  will  be  nullified. 

Ballot  initiatives  banning  same- 
sex  marriage  were  also  passed  in 
Florida  and  Arizona  on  November  4. 
and  more  than  40  states  now  have 
bans  on  same-sex  marriage.  But  Cali- 
fornia, where  the  state  Supreme  Court 
had  legalized  gay  marriage  last  May.  and 
which  is  seen  as  a modern-day  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  by  anti-gay  bigots,  was  the 
central  target  in  this  offensive  against  gay 
rights.  An  unholy  alliance  of  the  Mor- 
mons. the  Catholic  church  and  evangeli- 
cal Christians  went  on  a rampage  to  gel 
Proposition  8 passed. 

An  article  in  the  Soli  Lake  Tribune  {26 
October)  reported  that  Mormon  church 
leaders  “tapped  every  resource,  including 
the  church's  built-in  phone  trees,  e-mail 
lists  and  members*  willingness  to  volun- 
teer and  donate  money.  Many  California 
members  consider  it  a directive  from  God 
and  have  pressured  others  to  participate.” 
Millions  of  dollars  were  poured  into  tele- 
vision and  radio  ads  proclaiming  that  if 
Prop.  8 failed,  homosexuality  would  be 
taught  in  schools,  and  churches  would  be 
forced  to  carry  out  gay  marriages.  Recog- 


nizing that  with  Barack  Obama’s  candi- 
dacy black  voters  would  turn  out  at  the 
polls  in  record  numbers,  a big  push  was 
made  to  find  allies  among  conservative 
black  Baptist  preachers.  A full-page  ad  in 
the  Los  Angeles  SeniineL  the  city’s  major 
black  newspaper,  urged  a yes  vote  on 
Proposition  8 to  restore  “the  sanctity  of 
marriage." 

But  perhaps  the  most  effective  cam- 
paign tool  to  boost  Proposition  8 was 
making  “robocalls"  to  people's  cell  phones 
with  recordings  of  Obama  addressing  a 
crowd  with  the  declaration:  "I  believe 
marriage  is  a union  between  a man  and  a 
woman.  Now.  for  me  as  a Christian,  it  is 
also  a sacred  union."  While  proclaiming 
that  he  did  not  support  Proposition  8 
because  it  was  "unnecessary.”  Obama’s 
opposition  to  gay  marriage  is  a direct 
echo  of  Bush  and  other  fundamentalist 
Republican  yahoos.  This  is  hardly  a first 


for  the  Democrats.  Bill  Clinton  signed  the 
1996  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  that  pro- 
nounced. “The  word  'marriage'  means 
only  a legal  union  between  one  man  and 
one  woman  as  husband  and  wife."  In 
the  same  year,  he  signed  the  “Personal 
Responsibility  and  Work  Opportunity 
Reconciliation  Act."  part  of  his  ending 
“welfare  as  we  know  it"  and  consigning 
millions  of  impoverished  women  to  the 
scrap  heap. 

Bigotry  against  gays  flows  from  the 
repressive  institution  of  the  family,  the 
root  of  the  patriarchal  subjugation  of 
women  that  ensures  both  the  ''rightful'' 
inheritance  of  property  for  the  bourgeoisie 
and  the  raising  of  the  next  generation  of 
wage  slaves.  The  family  is  a key  prop  for 
the  maintenance  of  capitalist  rule,  instill- 
ing conservative  obedience  to  the  “values” 
of  bourgeois  morality.  Homosexuality  is 
deemed  “sinful”  because  it  challenges  the 
strictures  of  the  monogamous,  hetero- 
sexual family. 

As  communists,  we  fight  for  every 
possible  democratic  right,  every  form  of 
social  and  political  equality,  including 
the  right  of  gays  to  marry.  At  the  same 
time,  we  recognize  that  gay  marriage  will 
not  end  the  deadly  prejudice  and  vio- 
lence against  gays,  lesbians,  bisexuals 
and  transgenders  in  this  deeply  homo- 
phobic  and  bigoted  society.  We  fight  for 
a society  in  which  no  one  is  forced  into 
a legal  straitjacket  in  order  to  get  medi- 
cal benefits,  visitation  rights,  custody  of 
children,  immigration  rights  or  any  of 
the  other  privileges  this  capitalist  society 
grants  to  those  who  are  embedded  in  the 
traditional  “one  man  on  one  woman  for 
life"  legal  tnold. 

While  organizers  of  the  protests  against 
Proposition  8 spoke  of  a revival  of  the 
1969  Stonewall  Rebellion,  that  genera- 
tion’s calls  for  "free  love”  have  now  been 
replaced  by  Democratic  and  Republi- 
can Pany  fund-raisers.  PTA  meetings  and 
weddings.  This  shift  toward  "holy  mat- 


rimony" doesn't  sit  well  with  every- 
body. As  the  great  American  writer 
Gore  Vidal  commented.  “Since  het- 
erosexual marriage  is  such  a disaster, 
why  on  earth  would  anybody  want  to 
imitate  it?” 

In  the  quest  for  bourgeois  “re- 
spectability." Gay  Pride  Day  organiz- 
ers have  welcomed  contingents  of 
gay  cops  who  spend  a good  part  of 
their  time  busting  “sex  offenders," 
These  organizers  have  banned  the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  from  their 
marches,  helping  to  promote  the 
“anli-pedophilia"  hysteria  that  tar- 
gets all  gays  (as  well  as  anyone  else 
who  engages  in  intergenerational 
sex).  Today  the  protests  against  Prop- 
osition 8 came  wrapped  in  red-white- 
and-blue  appeals  to  "family  values." 
presenting  same-sex  marriage  as  just 
another  take  on  such  inane  and 
insipid  Americana  as  Leave  It  to 
Beaver  or  The  Donna  Reed  Show. 

We  oppose  all  laws  that  enable  the 
bourgeois  state  to  regulate  consen- 
sual sexual  activity,  including  those 
that  allow  the  government  to  exercise 
social  control  under  the  guise  of 
“protecting  children."  We  are  against 
reactionary  “age  of  consent”  laws 
that  conflate  consensual  sex  with  vio- 
lent crimes.  We  advocate  the  concept  of 
effective  consent,  which  means  that  as 
long  as  both  parties  consent  to  the  act. 
nobody,  least  of  all  the  state,  has  any  right 
to  tell  them  they  can’t  do  it.  We  fight  for 
free  abortion  on  demand;  if  you  can  gel 
pregnant  then  you  should  be  able  to  get  an 
abortion  without  parental  consent,  waiting 
periods  or  any  other  restrictions.  (It’s  a 
good  thing  that  Proposition  4 in  Califor- 
nia. which  would  have  restricted  access  to 
abortion  for  minors,  was  defeated.) 

Placards  at  a November  12  New  York 
City  protest  attacked  Mormons  for  polyg- 
amy with  slogans  reading.  “I  Don’t  Need 
5 Wives,  Just  I Husband."  This  plays 
directly  into  the  hands  of  the  reactionary 
witchhunters.  Mormons  should  be  left 
alone  to  practice  their  religion  and  live 
their  private  lives  however  they  see  fit. 
Our  position  for  the  right  of  gay  marriage, 
like  the  rights  of  Mormon  polygamists, 
stems  from  our  opposition  to  government 
interference  with  the  right  of  individuals 
to  effect  whatever  consensual  relations 
they  see  fit  (see  “Mormon  Polygamists — 
Leave  Them  Alone!"  WVNo.  916. 6 June). 

Racism  and  Anti-Gay  Bigotry 

With  exit  polls  showing  that  some  70 
percent  of  blacks  in  California  voted  in 
favor  of  Proposition  8,  the  media  has  been 
saturated  with  discussions  over  a “gay- 
black  divide."  Blacks  have  been  accused 
of  turning  their  backs  on  "civil  rights.” 
while  one  black  lesbian  in  a column  in  the 
Los  Angeles  Times  (8  November)  opined 
that  “white  gays  could  afford  to  be  singu- 
larly focused,  raising  millions  of  dollars  to 
fight  for  the  luxury  of  same-sex  mar- 
riage." Such  vicious  sectoralism — pitting 
oppressed  sectors  against  one  another — 
plays  right  into  the  hands  of  the  capitalist 
rulers,  who  use  morality  and  religion  to 
perpetrate  the  oppression  of  black  people 
and  gays.  According  to  one  report,  the 
“N"  word  was  obscenely  hurled  against 
conlinued  on  page  / / 
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Los  Angeles:  Demonstrators  against  Proposition  8 march  down  Westwood 
Boulevard,  November  6. 
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Union  Tops  Bare  Union’s  Throat- 
Democrats,  Repubiicans  Wieid  Knife 


on  UAW  Workers 


The  car  has  long  been  the  symbol  of 
the  "good  life”  in  America.  The  Big 
Three  auto  producers — General  Motors, 
Ford  and  Chrysler — have  been  pillars  of 
American  capitalism.  In  the  1950s,  the 
president  of  GM  was  quoted  as  saying, 
“What’s  good  for  General  Motors  i.s  good 
for  the  country."  GM  is  still  the  second 
largest  auto  producer  on  the  face  of  the 
planet  But  today  it  has  become  the  sym- 
bol of  the  decimation  of  manufacturing 
industry  in  the  U.S..  driven  into  ruin  by 
the  greedy  and  incompetent  capitalist 
rulers’  drive  for  profit.  With  the  global 
economy  tanking  and  car  sales  plummet- 
ing, the  Big  Three  auto  bosses  went  to 
Congress  last  month  begging  for  another 
$25  billion  bailout.  At  their  side  wa.s  Ron 
Geltelfinger,  president  of  the  United  Auto 
Workers  (UAW). 

The  UAW.  forged  in  the  heroic  1936- 
37  Flint  sit-down  strike  that  was  central 
to  the  class  battles  that  built  industrial 
unions  in  this  country,  was  once  the  sym- 
bol of  union  power  in  the  U.S.  Now  it 
symbolizes  the  devastation  of  the  unions 
that  has  been  wrought  by  the  class- 
collaborationist  policies  of  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy.  ba.sed  on  the  lie  of  a “partner- 
ship” of  labor  with  its  capitalist  class 
exploiters  and  their  parties,  particularly  the 
phony  "friend  of  labor"  Democrats. 

In  his  testimony  before  Congress.  Get- 
telfinger  bragged  that  the  2007  UAW  con- 
tract “slashed  wages  for  new  hires  by  50% 
(down  to  $14  per  hour!].  Furthermore, 
new  hires  will  not  be  covered  by  the  tra- 
ditional retiree  health  care  and  defined 
benefit  pension  plans.”  The  2007  contract 
gave  up  nearly  $10  billion  in  wages  and 
benefits  to  the  bosses — in  addition  to  giv- 
ing up  $30  billion  in  retiree  medical  bene- 
fits. Forsaking  his  members  for  the  sake 
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We  Need  a Planned 
Socialist  Economy! 


Above:  Chrysler  workers  assemble  Dodge  Ram  pickup  truck  in  Michigan 
plant.  Inset  (left  to  right):  UAW  president  Ron  Gettelfinger  with  auto  bosses 
Richard  Wagoner  (GM),  Robert  Nardelll  (Chrysler)  and  Alan  Mulally  (Ford) 
before  Congress,  November  19. 


of  making  "our  companies  competitive," 
Gettelfinger  boasted  that  “the  gap  in  labor 
costs"  between  the  Big  Three  and  the 
non-union  “foreign  transplant  operations 
will  be  largely  or  completely  eliminated  by 
the  end  of  the  contracts"  These  are  the 
bitter  fruits  of  the  labor  tops’  poisonous 
“America  First"  protectionism;  they  rail 
against  the  "outsourcing”  of  jobs  abroad 
while  not  lifting  a finger  to  organize  the 
mass  of  unorganized  auto  workers  in 
“foreign  transplant  operations”  largely  in 
the  American  South. 


An  estimated  three  million  jobs  are 
tied  to  Big  Three  auto  production,  which 
directly  involves  coal,  steel,  rubber,  rail 
and  trucking.  With  the  economy  in  a free- 
fall.  home  foreclosures  taking  place  at  a 
rate  not  seen  since  the  Great  Depression 
of  the  1 930s  and  1 .2  million  jobs  lost  this 
year  alone,  many  are  pinning  their  hopes 
on  the  illusion  that  the  coming  to  power 
of  Democratic  Party  president  Barack 
Obama  will  turn  things  around  in  favor  of 
the  working  class.  The  trade-union  tops 
poured  a whopping  $450  million  into  the 


October  2007: 
Striking  UAW 
members 
outside  Chrysler 
plant  in  Warren, 
Michigan. 


2008  elections,  portraying  Obama,  as 
Gettelfinger  did  in  an  op-ed  piece  in  the 
Detroit  News  online  (9  July),  as  “ready  to 
stand  up  and  fight  for  our  jobs." 

It  is  precisely  such  delusions,  peddled 
by  the  venal  sellouts  that  head  the  unions, 
that  have  sapped  the  fighting  strength  of 
organized  labor  by  shackling  it  to  the 
parties  of  the  capitalist  class  enemy. 
Obama’s  policies  are  and  will  be  deter- 
mined by  the  interests  of  the  capitalist 
class  that  he  was  elected  to  serve,  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  U.S.  capitalist 
imperialism.  Obama  himself  made  that 
clear  immediately  upon  winning,  declar- 
ing the  need  for  "sacrifice”  in  the  inter- 
ests of  “national  unity" — i.e..  the  working 
class  and  oppressed  are  to  pay  in  order  to 
restore  the  profitability  of  American  capi- 
talism. Congressional  Democratic  Parly 
leaders  Nancy  Pelosi  and  Harry  Reid  told 
the  auto  bosses  and  the  UAW  to  come  up 
with  a "viable”  plan  to  restructure  the 
American  auto  industry  as  a condition  for 
a bailout.  In  short,  that  means  restoring 
profits  through  eliminating  more  jobs  and 
ratcheting  up  the  rate  of  exploitation 

No  Bailout  of  the  Auto  Bosses! 

As  Marxists  whose  aim  is  to  build  the 
revolutionary  party  that  can  lead  the  work- 
ing class  in  struggle  to  sweep  away  the 
capitalist  system  of  wage  slavery,  we  are 
opposed  to  the  bailout  of  the  auto  bosses. 
A government  bailout  will  be  purchased 
through  the  further  destruction  of  the  jobs 
and  livelihoods  of  working  people. 

For  their  part,  all  wings  of  the  ruling 
class  smell  the  blood  of  the  UAW.  Many 
bourgeois  politicians,  like  former  Repub- 
lican presidential  candidate  Mill  Romney, 
argue  that  the  government  should  "let 
Detroit  go  bankrupt"  as  a more  cost- 
effective  means  of  gutting  the  union. 
Indeed.  Chapter  1 1 bankruptcy  has  long 
been  a union-busting  tool,  particularly  in 
the  airline  industry,  allowing  the  bosses 
to  rip  up  their  contracts  with  the  unions. 
Others,  who  worry  that  bankruptcy  would 
continued  on  page  II 
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Israeli  Butchers  Detain  International  Activists 


Darlene  Wallach.  Vinorio  Arrigoni  and 
Andrew  Muncie.  pro-Palestinian  activists 
working  with  the  International  Solidarity 
Movement  (ISM),  were  arrested  by  the 
Israeli  government  on  November  18  while 
accompanying  Palestinian  fishermen  off 
the  coast  of  Gaza.  The  Israeli  Navy  seized 
the  fishing  boats  at  gunpoint,  detaining 
everyone  on  board,  including  fifteen  Pales- 
tinian fishermen  who  were  held  overnight. 
Wallach.  Arrigoni  and  Muncie  engaged  in 
a hunger  strike  to  protest  their  detention 
and  were  subsequently  deponed.  These 
arrests  are  part  of  an  ongoing  campaign 
of  terror  in  which  the  Israeli  Navy  fires  at 
Palestinian  fishing  boats  with  automatic 
weapons  and  water  cannons,  confiscating 
the  boats  and  detaining  the  fishermen,  fif- 
teen of  whom  have  been  killed  since 
2(XK).  Hands  off  Palestinian  Jishermen! 

These  attacks  come  in  the  context  of 
the  ongoing,  genocidal  blockade  of  Gaza, 
which  was  imposed  with  the  support  of 
the  U.S.  after  Hamas  militarily  took  con- 
trol of  Gaza  in  2007,  The  blockade  was 
the  culmination  of  ever-tighter  restric- 
tions imposed  following  Hamas's  2006 


Down  With  Blockade  of  Gaza! 
Defend  the  Palestinians! 


victory  in  the  parliamentary  elections. 
The  1.4  million  residents  of  Gaza  are 
imprisoned  in  conditions  reminiscent  of 
the  Warsaw  Ghetto.  Trapped  between  the 
electric  fence  that  surrounds  the  Gaza 
Strip,  the  closed  Egyptian  border  and  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  Palestinians  are  rou- 
tinely denied  shipments  of  food,  fuel  and 
medicine.  On  November  4.  the  Israeli 
government  further  tightened  the  block- 
ade. stopping  food  distribution  to  750.000 
people  dependent  on  food  aid  and  omi- 
nously preventing  journalists  from  enter- 
ing Gaza.  Meanwhile,  in  the  West  Bank, 
the  Palestinian  population  has  been 
sealed  off  by  an  apartheid  wall  that  cuts 
through  Palestinian  territories  and  a Kaf- 
kaesque  series  of  military  checkpoints 
and  “Jewish  only”  roads  that  make  travel 
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No  Illusions  in 
False  “Friends  of  Labor”! 

In  response  to  the  growing  economic  cri- 
sis, the  capitalist  class  is  intensifying  its 
attacLs  on  the  livelihoods  of  America 's  work- 
ing people.  The  hureaucrats  in  the  leader- 
ship of  the  trade  unions  have  greased  the 
.skids  for  these  assaults  through  giveback 
contracts,  by  pouring  union  resources  into 
the  capitalist  Democratic  Party  and  by  push- 
ing chauvinist  protectionism,  preaching  the 
lie  that  American  workers  and  capitalists 
share  common  interests.  In  a 1921  article. 

James  P.  Cannon,  an  early  leader  of  the  American  Communist  Party  and  later  the 
founder  of  American  Trotskyism,  stressed  that  the  labor  movement  must  not  rely  on 
false  "friends  of  labor."  but  fight  for  a class-.^lruggle  program  declaring  war  on  the 
system  of  capitalist  exploitation. 

The  impression  seems  to  be  that  labor's  troubles  in  the  present  crisis  are  mainly  due 
to  a "misunderstanding''as  to  the  aims  of  the  labor  movement  on  the  part  of  some 
pious  people  who  don't  work  for  a living,  but  who  are  “felt  to  be  working  for  union 
labor"...  Civic  bodies,  church  forums,  “non-labor  organizations" — the  elements  who 
go  to  make  up  such  groupings  are  poor  props  for  the  unions  to  seek  to  lean  upon.  They 
may  "feel”  for  organized  labor,  but  the  organized  workers  never  feel  it  in  the  shape  of 
substantial  support  in  their  fight. 

The  “open  shop”  campaign  is  one  of  the  manifestations  of  a stale  of  war  that  exists 
in  society  between  two  opposing  classes:  the  producers  and  the  parasites.  This  war 
cuts  through  the  whole  population  like  a great  dividing  sword;  it  creates  two  hos- 
tile camps  and  puts  every  man  in  his  place  in  one  or  the  other.  Those  to  whom  the 
New  York  unions  would  turn  for  aid  are  beneficiaries  of  the  present  system  of  labor 
exploitation.  Their  interests  lie  with  the  system  and,  as  a general  rule,  people  do 
not  allow  their  sympathies  to  interfere  seriously  with  their  interests.  They  live  in  the 
camp  of  the  enemy.  Their  material  welfare  is  bound  up  with  those  who  aim  to  destroy 
the  unions..,. 

Let  the  labor  unions  put  aside  their  illusions;  let  them  face  the  issue  squarely  and 
fight  it  out  on  the  basis  of  the  class  struggle.  Instead  of  seeking  peace  when  there  is  no 
peace,  and  “understanding”  with  those  who  do  not  want  to  understand,  let  them 
declare  war  on  the  whole  capitalist  regime.  That  is  the  way  to  save  the  unions  and  to 
make  them  grow  in  the  face  of  adversity  and  become  powerful  war  engines  for  the 
destruction  of  capitalism  and  the  reorganization  of  society  on  the  foundation  of  work- 
ing class  control  in  industry  and  government, 

— James  P.  Cannon.  “Who  Can  Save  the  Unions?"  (7  May  1921), 
reprinted  in  James  P.  Cannon  and  the  Early  Years  of  American  Communism 
(Prometheus  Research  Library.  1992) 
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within  the  West  Bank  virtually  impos- 
.sible.  In  both  cases.  Israeli  forces  terror- 
ize the  Palestinians  with  mass  arrests  and 
shootings.  Down  with  the  blockade!  All 
Israeli  troops  and  settlers  out  of  the  occu- 
pied territories! 

Darlene  Wallach.  Vittorio  Arrigoni  and 
Andrew  Muncie  sailed  into  Gaza  in  defi- 
ance of  the  Zionist  blockade  in  August 
along  with  more  than  40  activists  from  the 
Free  Gaza  Movement.  This  trip,  which 
included  the  delivery  of  200  hearing  aids 
for  children  whose  hearing  was  damaged 
by  Zionist  military  operations  in  Gaza, 
was  grotesquely  de.scribed  by  the  Israeli 
government  as  "supporting  the  regime  of 
a terrorist  organization  in  Gaza.”  This 
statement  is  nothing  but  a justification  for 
repression  against  Free  Gaza  activists, 
who  have  reported  receiving  death  threats 
and  the  sabotage  of  their  equipment  by 
Israeli  agents. 

The  Israeli  state's  campaign  of  terror 
against  defenders  of  the  Palestinians  is 
well  known.  In  2003.  two  ISM  activists 
were  killed  at  the  hands  of  Israeli  forces. 
Twenty-lhree-year-old  American  Rachel 
Corrie  was  deliberately  crushed  by  an 
Israeli  bulldozer  as  she  tried  to  stop  the 


demolition  of  a Palestinian  home.  Tom 
Hurndall.  a 21-year-old  British  photo- 
journalist.  was  shot  in  the  head  by  Israeli 
troops  as  he  tried  lo  protect  Palestinian 
children  in  Gaza's  Rafah  refugee  camp. 
The  deaths  of  these  courageous  activists 
must  be  added  to  the  huge  toll  of  Pales- 
tinians who  have  perished  at  the  hands  of 
the  bloody  Zionist  state. 

We  stand  in  defense  of  the  Palestinian 
people  against  Zionist  terror,  which  is 
backed  to  the  hilt  by  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  parties  of  U.S.  imperialism, 
the  biggest  enemy  of  working  people  and 
the  oppressed  around  the  globe.  We  rec- 
ognize that  there  can  be  no  solution  to 
the  conflicting  national  claims  of  the 
Palestinians  and  the  Hebrew-speaking 
people  within  the  framework  of  capital- 
ism. Both  peoples  lay  claim  to  the  same 
small  sliver  of  land:  under  capitalism,  the 
exercise  of  national  self-determination 
by  one  will  necessarily  be  al  the  expense 
of  the  other.  What  is  necessary  is  the 
forging  of  Marxist  workers  parlies  in  the 
Near  East  to  fight  for  workers  revolu- 
tions throughout  the  region,  including  the 
shattering  of  the  Zionist  state  from  within 
through  Arab/Hebrew  workers  revolu- 
tion. laying  the  basis  for  a socialist  fed- 
eration of  the  Near  East.  Only  then  will 
the  liberation  of  the  region  from  impe- 
rialist subjugation,  national  oppression 
and  religious  reaction  begin — a libera- 
tion that  will  be  completed  only  by  the 
world  socialist  revolution,  especially  in 
the  U.S.  and  other  imperialist  centers  ■ 


Getty 


Palestinian  woman  cooks  on  open  fire  outside  her  shack  in  Gaza.  Israel’s  nearly 
two-year-long  blockade  of  Gaza  has  reduced  population  to  desperation. 
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Partisan  Defense  Committee 

Holiday  Appeal  Benefit 
for  Class-War  Prisoners 


Bay  Area 

Sunday,  December  7 
1 to  5 p.m. 

2939  Ellis  Street 
Berkeley 

(2  blocks  west  of  MLK, 

)U9l  north  of  Ashby 
at  Ashby  BART) 

For  more  information: 
(510)  839-0852 


New  York  City 

Saturday,  December  13 
4 to  8 p.m. 

Nuyoncan  Poets  Cafe 
236  East  3rd  Street 
between  Aves  B and  C 
(take  F train  to  Second  Avenue, 
or  #6  train  to  Bleecker  St.) 

For  more  information: 
(212)  406-4252 


Chicago 

Sunday,  December  14 
3 to  7 p.m. 

United  Electrical  Hall 
37  S.  Ashland 
(at  Monroe) 

For  more  information; 
(312)  563-0442 


Los  Angeles 

Saturday,  December  13 
1 to  4 p.m. 

Immanuel 

Presbyterian  Church 
3300  Wilshire  Blvd. 

(at  Berendo  St.  2 blocks  west  of 
VermontAVilshire  Red  Line  Sta.) 
For  more  information; 
(213)  380-8897 

Toronto 

Friday,  December  12 
7 to  10  p.m. 

Steelworkers  Hall 
25  Cecil  Street 
(1  block  south  of  College 
at  Ross  St.,  west  of 
Queen's  Park  Station) 

For  more  information: 
(416)  593-4136 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


As  MTA  Demands  Layoffs  and  Cul 

TWU  Local  100  Tops 
Sign  No-Strike  Pledge 


ts 


K«v^vit\inn  / Ars 

TWU  Local  100 

Transport  Workers  Union  Local  100  head  Roger  Toussaint  (center)  with  New 
York  Democratic  governor  David  Paterson  at  West  Indian  Day  Parade  in 
Brooklyn,  September  1. 


Wilh  its  January  15  contract  deadline 
approaching.  Transport  Workers  Union 
(TWU)  Local  U)0  is  in  a tough  situation. 
The  Metropolitan  Transit  Authority  (MTA) 
bosses  and  capitalist  politicians  are  out 
for  blood,  and  the  Local  100  leadership 
has  surrendered  the  union's  most  effec- 
tive weapon,  strike  action,  by  pledging  to 
the  government  never  to  strike  again. 
Mayor  Bloomberg  and  the  city  adminis- 
tration insisted  on  this  pledge  before 
restoring  dues  checkoff  and  as  part  of  the 
reprisals  against  the  union  for  its  power- 
ful three-day  strike  in  December  2005  in 
defiance  of  the  slave-labor  Taylor  Law. 
which  bans  strikes  by  New  York  State 
public  employees.  Negotiations  on  the 
new  contract  are  reportedly  underway,  but 
transit  workers  have  been  kept  in  the  dark. 

With  the  economy  teetering  on  the 
brink  of  a worldwide  depression,  the  MTA 
is  demanding  heavy  givebacks  from  tran- 
sit workers,  including  the  elimination  of 
over  2.000  jobs.  There  is  talk  of  slashing 
pensions  and  health  care  benefits  across 
the  board,  a separate  tier  of  inferior  bene- 
fits for  newer  workers,  and  an  insultingly 
low  wage  increase.  The  MTA’s  announced 
austerity  measures  include  service  cuts 
and  additional  fare  increases,  making  rid- 
ing the  buses  and  subways  even  more  hell- 
ish for  riders  and  workers  alike. 

To  halt  these  attacks  against  the  TWU 
requires  mobilizing  the  membership  for 
hard  class  struggle,  including  strike 
action.  The  MTA's  attempts  to  maintain 
or  impose  new  tiers,  which  divide  newer 
and  older  workers,  must  be  answered 
with  a fight  for  equal  pay  for  equal  work. 
If  the  ruling  class  gets  away  with  slam- 
ming Lx>cal  100,  it  will  bode  ill  for  other 
New  York  Slate  public  employee  unions, 
as  Democratic  Party  governor  David 
Paterson  seeks  to  tear  up  their  contracts. 
Local  100  is  the  powerhouse  of  New 
York  City  labor  and  can  show  the  way  to 
beat  back  the  bosses'  anti-labor  attacks. 
The  Taylor  Law  can  be  smashed;  the  key 
is  the  fighting  unity  of  transit  workers 
and  all  city  and  slate  labor,  with  the  sup- 
port of  the  poor  and  oppressed. 

The  2005  transit  strike  could  have  been 
won.  It  was  hugely  popular  among  work- 
ing people,  blacks  and  Latinos  and  show- 
ed the  way  forward  for  labor.  But  the 
Local  100  lops  refused  to  employ  the 
kind  of  tactics  needed,  such  as  setting 
up  picket  lines  to  shut  down  the  LIRR, 
PATH  and  Metro-North  rail  lines  into 
and  out  of  NYC.  After  60  hours  off  the 
job,  transit  workers  were  sold  out  by  their 
pro-capitalist  union  misleadership.  who 
stopped  the  strike  without  a contract  in 
hand  or  winning  amnesty  from  the  Tay- 
lor Law  penalties.  This  emboldened  the 
courts  and  MTA  to  go  after  the  union.  As 
Mayor  Michael  Bloomberg  denounced 
the  black.  Latino,  immigrant  and  white 
workers  who  make  up  the  TWU -as 
"thugs."  city  labor  leaders  refused  to  sup- 
port the  strike,  while  the  TWU  Interna- 
tional openly  opposed  it,  calling  on  work- 
ers to  scab.  For  his  part,  after  issuing  the 
no-strike  pledge.  Local  100  president 
Roger  Toussaint  has  taken  a new  position 
with  the  International. 

It  is  an  indictment  of  the  sellout  Local 
100  tops  that  many  TWU  members  have 
drawn  the  wrong  lessons  from  the  strike, 
becoming  disillusioned  with  the  union. 
What  was  needed  then  and  is  needed 
now  is  a class-struggle  leadership  com- 
mitted to  fighting  for  its  members,  based 


on  the  understanding  that  the  interests  of 
the  capitalist  class  and  the  working  class 
are  irreconcilably  counierposed.  Such  a 
leadership  must  be  based  on  the  program 
of  complete  political  and  financial  inde- 
pendence from  the  capitalist  bosses,  their 
state  and  their  parties.  This  is  in  stark 
contrast  to  the  policies  of  the  Local  100 


bureaucracy,  which  time  and  again  has 
pledged  loyalty  to  the  capitalist  Demo- 
cratic Party. 

After  getting  rubber-stamp  approval 
from  the  union’s  executive  board.  Tous- 
saint gave  his  no-strike  pledge  two  weeks 
before  Democrat  Barack  Obama  was 
elected  president.  In  the  lead-up  to  the 
election.  Local  100  tops  campaigned  vig- 
orously for  Obama,  sending  members 
door-to-door  and  mobilizing  them  for 
phone  banks.  All  told,  the  AFL-CIO  and 


Change  to  Win  federations  poured  $450 
million  into  the  2008  elections.  The  mas- 
sive effort  to  elect  Obama  was  pro- 
moted by  the  union  lops  with  the  lie  that 
labor  would  finally  have  a "friend"  in  the 
While  House.  But  Obama's  role  is  to  be 
Commander-in-Chief  of  racist  U.S.  impe- 
rialism. He  is  gearing  up  to  impose  stark 


austerity  on  workers,  blacks  and  other 
minorities.  His  job  will  also  be  to  quash 
social  unrest  and  opposition  to  such 
measures. 

In  return  for  the  no-strike  pledge,  a 
Slate  court  restored  Local  lOO's  dues 
checkoff,  the  system  of  automatic  dues 
deduction  from  workers’  paychecks  by 
the  MTA  that  was  revoked  after  the  2005 
strike  in  an  attempt  to  bankrupt  the  union. 
We  vigorously  defended  Local  100  against 
all  reprisals,  including  the  capitalist  court’s 


TWU  Local  100 

December  2005:  For  nearly  three  days,  New  York  City  transit  workers  carried 
out  strike  in  defiance  of  the  state's  slave-labor  Taylor  Law. 


For  a Class-Struggle 
Leadership  of  the  Unions! 


revoking  of  dues  checkoff.  At  the  same 
lime,  we  oppose  the  dues  checkoff  sys- 
tem. but  it  is  the  job  of  the  union  to  get  rid 
of  it.  As  wc  warned  in  "State  Revokes 
TWU  Dues  Checkoff'  {WV  No.  895. 
6 July  2007);  “The  whole  system  of  dues 
checkoff  pul  the  union's  money  into  the 
bosses'  hands,  giving  management  an 
instrument  for  financial  blackmail."  This 
was  borne  out  by  the  no-strike  pledge. 
Dues  should  be  collected  by  elected 
union  rep.s.  which  would  make  the  union 
leadership  more  accountable  to  the  ranks 
and  would  help  prepare  the  union  for 
future  battles.  The  bosses  should  have  no 
hand  on  the  union's  purse. 

Many  embittered  workers  have  refused 
to  pay  their  union  dues,  equating  the 
union  with  the  rotten  leadership  By  all 
accounts,  less  than  half  of  the  member- 
ship is  paid  up  on  their  union  dues.  All 
Local  100  members  must  pay  their  back 
dues.  Not  paying  dues  plays  directly  into 
the  hands  of  the  bosses,  who  want  to 
bankrupt  (he  union  to  stop  it  from  carry- 
ing out  its  purpose;  defending  the  liveli- 
hood, safety  and  working  conditions  of 
its  membership  against  the  bosses. 

Transit  workers  have  told  Workers 
Vanguard  (hat  the  union  is  now  making 
an  effort  to  encourage  the  several  thou- 
sand members  who  have  been  paying 
dues  via  automatic  bank  deductions  to 
continue  to  do  so.  Reportedly,  new  hires 
will  be  encouraged  to  sign  up  for  this 
method  of  payment,  so  that  it  may  take 
some  20  years,  through  attrition,  before 
everyone  is  paying  their  dues  online. 

The  union  has  collected  its  own  dues 
in  other  periods.  In  the  days  following 
the  amalgamation  of  the  various  NYC 
transit  companies  into  one  in  1940-41, 
the  union  faced  a drop  in  payments.  As 
Joshua  B.  Freeman  described  in  his  his- 
tory of  the  TWU,  /n  Transit  (1989); 

"Neither  the  TWU's  leadership  nor  its 
more  militant  members  were  prepared  to 
sit  idly  by  while  ihe  union’s  membership 
slipped  away.  On  August  8.  1940.  work- 
ers at  the  IRT’s  Livonia  bam  stopped 
working  when  lamp  trimmer  Frank 
Salvatore  boasted  that  he  was  dropping 
out  of  the  union.  The  stoppage  ended 
only  when  Salvatore  applied  for  union 
reinstatement  and  apologized  for  his 
actions.... 

"The  most  serious  incident  involved 
John  F.  Connolly,  the  son  of  the  former 
president  of  the  defunct  IRT  Brother- 
hood and  a worker  at  the  IRT's  240ih 
Street  inspection  bam.  Connolly  was 
refusing  to  pay  his  union  dues,  claiming 
mistreatment  by  the  TWU  in  a seniority 
matter.  On  November  4.  after  Connolly 
failed  to  meet  a deadline  set  for  paying 
his  dues,  the  170  workers  at  240th  Street 
stopped  work  for  two-and-a-half  hours. 
The  next  morning  they  resumed  their 
stoppage  until  Connolly  finally  went  to 
Transport  Hall  to  pay  up." 

Workers  also  picketed  the  homes  of 
those  who  brazenly  refused  to  pay  dues. 
Union-loyal  picketers  carried  signs  high- 
lighting the  gains  the  union  had  won  for 
workers,  such  as  wage  raises,  paid  vaca- 
tions and  health  care  benefits. 

Class  Collaboration  vs. 

Class  Struggle 

The  union  bureaucrats  are  wedded  to 
the  maintenance  of  this  capitalist  system. 
Their  allegiance  to  the  supposed  "lesser 
evil"  Democrats  has.  in  fact,  facilitated 
the  bourgeois  rulers’  assaults  on  the  work- 
ing and  living  conditions  of  the  American 
working  class;  the  dismantling  of  mil- 
lions of  manufacturing  jobs,  cuts  in  social 
programs,  rampant  cop  terror  in  the  ghet- 
tos and  barrios  and  the  incarceration  of 
black  and  Latino  youth  in  the  racist  "war 
on  drugs.”  It  is  a further  indictment  of  the 
Local  1 00  bureaucracy  that  it  has  lined  up 
with  the  MTA  in  pushing  transit  workers 
to  serve  as  adjuncts  to  the  cops  in  the 
bipartisan  "war  on  terror."  which  is  ulii- 
mat^y  aimed  at  labor,  blacks  and  immi- 
grants. A fighting  labor  movement  would 
mobilize  in  defense  not  only  of  its  own 
members  but  also  of  black  rights,  immi- 
grants and  all  the  oppressed.  For  labor's 
power  to  be  unchained  it  must  break  wilh 
the  Democrats. 

Class  collaboration — the  promotion  of 
the  false  idea  that  the  bosses  and  the 
workers  have  common  interests — is  also 
continued  on  page  12 
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lAM  Tops  Cave  In  to  Boeing 


strike  Settlement 
Opens  Door  to  Job  Cuts 


At  the  outset  of  the  57-day  Boeing 
strike.  International  Association  of  Ma- 
chinists and  Aerospace  Workers  (lAM) 
District  751  president  Tom  Wroblewski 
declared;  "We  certainly  want  to  prevent 
them  (Boeing]  from  bringing  nonunion 
people  into  the  factory."  The  27.000  Boe- 
ing Machinists  sure  could  have,  but  the 
union  tops  folded  on  the  key  issue  of  out- 
sourcing and  scuttled  the  walkout.  After 
eight  weeks  of  struggle  and  sacrifice, 
workers  were  handed  a settlement  that 
allows  the  aerospace  giant  to  continue  to 
contract  out  work  as  before  and  to  give 
non-union  suppliers  access  to  the  plants. 
While  not  a crushing  defeat,  the  back-to- 
work  deal  was  no  victory  either. 

Here  was  an  exceptional  opportunity 
to  land  a powerful  blow  for  all  labor. 
The  world's  largest  aircraft  manufacturer. 
Boeing  is  awash  in  $13  billion  in  profits 
from  the  last  five  years  and  has  a record 
backlog  of  commercial  aircraft  orders. 
In  early  September.  87  percent  of  the 
Machinists  decisively  rejected  the  com- 
pany's "final  offer”  and  voted  to  strike, 
shouting  union  officials  off  the  stage 
when  a 48-hour  delay  was  announced. 
After  two  successive  concessionary  con- 
tracts. Machinists  were  determined  to 
fight  Boeing's  giveback  demands  in  spite 
of  the  tanking  economy.  Bringing  pro- 
duction to  a crawl,  the  strike  had  the 
bosses  hurting;  Boeing  lost  billions  in  rev- 
enue and  its  missed  aircraft  deliveries 
could  cost  it  billions  more. 

But  in  playing  by  the  bosses'  rules,  the 
lAM  bureaucrats  handcuffed  the  striking 
Machinists.  Instead  of  mass  picket  lines, 
the  lines  were  kept  small.  Meanwhile, 
union  officials  alibied  engineers.  Team- 
sters and  other  Boeing  workers  going  into 
the  plants  by  invoking  "no-strike"  con- 
tract clauses.  This  made  it  possible  for  the 
company  to  ship  out  as.sembled  aircraft 
and  continue  to  prepare  the  new  787 
Dreamliner  for  ground  tests.  Some  8.000 
Machinists  who  work  under  a separate 
contract  in  Boeing’s  high-revenue  Inte- 
grated Defense  Systems  (IDS)  military 
unit  were  kept  on  the  job.  All  along,  the 
union  tops  steered  clear  of  advancing 
working-class  solidarity  by  linking  up 
with  other  aerospace  workers,  such  as  the 
striking  lAM  members  at  Vought  Aircraft 
Industries  in  Nashville.  Tennessee  An 
opportunity  to  stem  the  tide  of  labor  give- 
backs  was  squandered. 

Left  to  twist  in  the  wind  by  the  union 
tops.  lAM  members  on  November  1 voted 
three-io-one  for  a slightly  sweetened  ver- 
sion of  Boeing's  earlier  "final  offer,"  In  a 
testament  to  the  strike’s  impact,  the  union 
did  head  off  Boeing's  attempt  to  .squeeze 
it  for  new  concessions,  including  higher 
health  care  payments,  which  were  instead 
frozen  at  the  level  of  the  2002  contract. 
But  nothing  was  won  to  advance  the  liv- 
ing standards  or  working  conditions  of  the 
membership. 

At  the  vote  and  afterwards.  Machinists 
expressed  many  reservations  about  the 
settlement  to  Workers  Vanguard.  The  ^age 
and  pension  provisions  were  nearly  iden- 
tical to  what  was  in  the  pre-strike  offer, 
with  janitors  denied  a general  wage  in- 
crease altogether.  Significantly,  the  con- 
tract retains  the  two-tier  wage  structure 
with  its  six-year  progression  that  has 
4.000  members,  most  newer,  earning  less 
than  $30,000  annually,  Such  schemes 
divide  workers  by  pitting  them  against 
each  other,  undercutting  union  solidarity 


and  struggle  when  there  should  be  equal 
pay  for  equal  work.  We  were  told  that 
many  workers  reluctantly  accepted  the 
deal  in  response  to  the  financial  distress  of 
the  new  hires. 

When  unanimously  endorsing  the  set- 
tlement. the  1AM  leadership  boasted  that 
the  deal  "will  provide  job  security"  for 
lAM  members.  Not  likely,  as  the  union 
tops  opened  the  door  to  more  outsourcing 
and  job  losses.  The  contract  preserves  an 
uneasy  status  quo  issuing  from  the  2005 
.strike;  the  company’s  use  of  contractors, 
rather  than  Machinists,  to  bring  parts 
directly  to  the  shop  floor,  which  was  a 
central  dispute  in  this  year's  strike.  The 
non-union  North  Carolina  outfit  New 


Breed  will  still  make  deliveries  directly  to 
the  Dreamliner. 

Posing  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
this  could  be  declared  a gain  for  the  union. 
Bill  Virgin  of  the  Seallle  Post-Intelligencer 
(29  October),  aptly  answered;  "Well,  yes 
and  no,  sort  of.  and  it  depends  and  maybe 
not."  Boeing's  verdict  was  given  by  spoke.s- 
man  Tim  Healy;  "There  is  nothing  in  this 
contract  that  impairs  our  ability  to  deliver 
parts  in  the  factory,  including  right  up  to 
the  airplane'"  (Seattle  Times,  29  October). 

The  reality  did  not  deter  the  reformist 
left  from  sounding  like  the  water  boys  for 
the  labor  bureaucrats  that  they  are.  After 
hedging  its  bets  prior  to  the  vote,  the 
International  Socialist  Organization  in 
its  article.  "Boeing  Strike  Ends  in  Union 
Win"  (Socialist  Worker.  4 November), 
declared  that  whatever  its  "shortcomings" 
the  contract  “will  slow  the  bleeding"  of 
jobs  lost  to  outsourcing.  In  a November 
14  online  posting,  the  Workers  World 
Party  chimed  in  that  "despite  some  com- 
promises." the  settlement  "advanced  the 
cause  of  the  workers'  right  to  a job,'’ 

Actually  defending  jobs  requires  tak- 
ing the  fight  to  the  bosses,  but  the  union 
bureaucrats  had  no  intention  of  lifting  a 
finger  to  win  back  the  Dreamliner  parts 
delivery  jobs.  The  union  tops  hid  behind 
a newfound  lack  of  union  “jurisdiction" 
over  this  work — even  though  the  union 
had  in  2005  already  regained  the  delivery 


jobs  for  the  other  aircraft  models  that 
were  given  away  in  2002.  Instead,  as  lAM 
president  Tom  Buflenbarger  declared  from 
the  start;  "We're  trying  to  show  them  a 
way  to  run  the  business  better."  adding. 
"We  can  save  them  money,  or  make  them 
money"  (Seattle  Times.  7 September).  Ful- 
filling his  wishes,  the  settlement  allows 
union  bureaucrats  to  bid  for  jobs  that  the 
company  plans  to  outsource  to  non-union 
contractors.  Now  the  union  can  be  a player 
in  the  race  to  the  bottom. 

By  capitulating  on  the  issue  of  out- 
sourcing. the  union  tops  emboldened  the 
company  to  begin  job-slashing.  With  the 
ink  barely  dry  on  the  deal  covering  the 
Machinists  there.  Boeing  on  November  19 


announced  800  layoffs  at  its  IDS  military 
aircraft  modification  plant  in  Wichita. 
Kansas.  The  next  day.  Boeing’s  CEO 
issued  a memo  to  all  employees  warning 
of  job  cuts  in  2009.  citing  the  cancellation 
and  deferral  of  'orders  amid  the  global 
recession. 

In  general,  the  capitalists  will  exploit 
cheaper  labor  where  it  is  available.  The 
thousands  of  companies  manufacturing 
parts  for  and  supplying  services  to  Boeing 
span  the  globe.  Thus  it  is  crucial  for 
the  Machinists,  who  assemble  the  aircraft, 
to  increase  their  working-class  allies 
by  organizing  the  unorganized  in  the 
U.S.  and  forging  bonds  of  solidarity  with 
aerospace  workers  overseas.  On  strike 
since  September,  some  one  thousand 
Machinists  at  Vought’s  Nashville  plant, 
where  parts  are  produced  for  Boeing's 
main  competitor,  the  European  conglom- 
erate Airbus,  have  received  solidarity 
statements  from  European  unions.  This 
raises  the  possibility  of  international 
unity  in  struggle. 

Standing  in  the  way  is  the  labor  bu- 
reaucracy’s chauvinist  protectionism  and 
reliance  on  capitalist  politicians,  espe- 
cially in  the  Democratic  Party.  The  lAM 
campaigned  heavily  for  Barack  Obama 
throughout  the  strike,  and  District  751 
leaders  encouraged  workers  to  vote  for  a 
slate  of  Democrats  and  other  representa- 
tives of  the  class  enemy.  Calling  off  the 


strike  just  days  before  the  elections,  the 
District  751  tops  then  hailed  the  results. 

The  November  issue  of  75 1's  Aero  Me- 
chanic enthuses;  "President-elect  Obama’s 
administration  is  much  more  likely  to 
ensure  American  workers  build  American 
Tankers."  The  controversial  $35  billion 
military  air  tanker  contract  was  originally 
given  to  the  parent  company  of  Airbus 
earlier  this,  year  but  was  retracted  and 
remains  unawarded  after  Boeing  pro- 
tested. Machinists  must  beware  the  trap 
of  the  bureaucracy’s  flag-waving  chau- 
vinism. which  spits  on  aerospace  workers 
in  other  countries  as  well  as  lAM  mem- 
bers working  for  Airbus  suppliers.  Sold 
to  union  members  with  the  lie  that  (hey 
have  shared  interests  with  their  own  ex- 
ploiters. protectionist  measures  do  noth- 
ing but  boost  the  company's  profits. 
While  Obama  might  be  more  likely  to 
grant  Boeing  the  contract,  it  is  because 
the  former  Illinois  Senator  is  supported 
by  the  Chicago-based  company. 

As  its  role  in  the  tanker  dispute  shows, 
the  bureaucracy  has  centered  its  efforts  to 
win  aerospace  jobs  on  support  for  ex- 
panded military  projects.  It  is  in  the  inter- 
est of  all  workers  to  draw  a hard  line  in 
opposition  to  U.S.  imperialism,  including 
the  occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 
With  Boeing  increasingly  exporting  work 
to  China,  the  lAM  tops  also  bash  China  to 
(he  benefit  of  the  imperialists,  who  want 
to  overthrow  the  1949  Chinese  Revolu- 
tion and  restore  the  role  of  capital.  Work- 
ers should  defend  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state  against  the  imperialist  pow- 
ers and  internal  counterrevolution. 

A first  step  to  reversing  the  hemorrhag- 
ing of  union  jobs,  and  ending  specula- 
tion that  Boeing  will  move  its  plants 
to  the  South,  is  to  organize  the  unor- 
ganized. Notably,  workers  at  Vought  in 
North  Charleston.  South  Carolina,  where 
much  of  the  fuselage  for  (he  Dreamliner 
is  manufactured,  recently  voted  for  lAM 
representation.  Union  activists  should 
seize  on  this  breakthrough  in  the  "right  to 
work”  South  to  launch  an  aggressive 
organizing  drive,  from  New  Breed  and 
other  non-union  suppliers  in  Washington 
state  to  the  growing  “Southern  aerospace 
corridor."  Any  serious  campaign  in  the 
South,  where  the  racist  legacy  of  slavery 
and  Jim  Crow  segregation  has  always 
served  to  spike  class  struggle,  would  have 
to  take  up  the  fight  for  black  rights  as  well 
as  the  rights  of  immigrant  workers. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  a hard-fought 
campaign.  But  amid  meager  efforts  to 
organize  Seattle-area  Boeing  suppliers, 
the  District  751  tops  prefer  to  lobby  the 
government  to  get  it  to  require  an  illusory 
"neutrality”  from  these  companies,  which 
is  nothing  but  an  attempt  to  find  common 
cause  with  the  Democrats  where  there  is 
none.  Workers  are  paying  the  price  for 
such  class  collaboration.  There  needs  to 
be  a fight  to  replace  these  bureaucrats  with 
a leadership  committed  to  mobilizing 
labor’s  power,  independently  of  the  capi- 
talist state  and  politicians,  in  the  interests 
of  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed.  This 
is  an  essential  part  of  building  a multi- 
racial workers  party  to  fight  for  a workers 
government  ■ 
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Thursday,  December  4,  8:10  p.m. 
From  Death  Row: 

This  Is  Mumia  Abu^Jamal 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  an  Innocent  Man! 
Free  Mumia  Now!  There  Is  No  Justice 
in  the  Capitalist  Courts! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 
Hunter  College 
North  Building  Room  C112 

(6  train  to  66th  Street-Hunter  College) 
For  more  information  (212)  267-1025 
or  e-mail:  nysl@tiac.net 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 
www.ici-fi.org 
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September  3:  Machinists  march  from  Boeing  plant  to  lAM  District  751  union 
hall  in  Everett,  Washington,  where  they  voted  against  company's  contract 
proposal  and  to  strike. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Popular-Front  Strategy  Disarms  

Working  Class  in  Fight  Against  Fascism 

Workers  Revolution  Will  Avenge 
the  Victims  of  the  Holocaust 


We  reprint  below  a September  12  leaf- 
let distributed  in  Berlin  at  the  “Day  of 
Remembrance  and  Warning”  event  on 
September  14  and  then  published  in  Spiir- 
takisl  No.  174  (November  2008).  publi- 
cation of  the  Spariakist  Workers  Party 
of  Germany,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League. 


SPARTAKIST 


We  Trotskyists  honor  with  revolution- 
ary heart  the  fighters  against  the  Nazi 
regime:  the  Jewish-Communist  Herbert 
Baum  Group,  which  fought  in  the  under- 
ground; the  heroic  supporters  of  the  Soviet 
Union  such  as  Richard  Sorge.  Ozaki  Hot- 
sumi  and  the  members  of  Leopold  Trep- 
per's  "Red  Orchestra."  who  carried  out 
intelligence  work  in  enemy  territory;  the 
Trotskyists  like  Abram  Leon,  who  fought 
in  the  underground  against  Nazi  occupa- 
tion: and  the  countless  other  Red  Army 
men.  partisans,  the  Jewish  fighters  in  the 
Warsaw  Ghetto,  as  well  as  the  Wehrmacht 
deserters  who  went  over  to  the  side  of 
the  Soviets.  Their  heroism  means  for 
us  commitment  to  class  struggle  against 
capitalism  and  its  fascist  henchmen.  But 
the  popular-frontist  politics  of  the  Day 
of  Remembrance  and  Warning  of  the  Ber- 
lin Association  of  Victims  of  the  Nazi 
Regime — League  of  Antifascists  [VVN- 
BdA)  are  counterposed  to  this  struggle. 

In  their  call  to  “Open  your  eyes — Don’t 
look  away!"  they  say  in  regard  to  Ger- 
man fascism;  “Millions  let  themselves 
be  brought  into  line;  the  majority  of  Ger- 
mans looked  on.”  thereby  shifting  onto  the 
shoulders  of  the  working  class  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  German  bourgeoisie  for  the 
seizure  of  power  by  the  Nazis  and  their 
most  horrific  crime,  the  Holocaust — the 
industrial  murder  of  the  European  Jews 
and  of  Roma  and  Sinti  (Gypsies) — as  well 
as  the  war  of  annihilation  against  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  other  peoples  of 
East  Europe.  It  was  not  the  working  class 
that  bore  responsibility  for  the  victory  of 
fascism.  In  the  face  of  the  radicalization 
stemming  from  the  world  economic  crisis 
at  the  end  of  the  '20s.  the  Nazis  put  at  the 
disposal  of  the  ruling  class  600.000  Nazi 
SA  thugs  with  paramilitary  training  to  ter- 
rorize the  entire  workers  movement,  atom- 
ize it  and  smash  its  organizations.  The 
Nazi  takeover  of  power  was  not  an  acci- 
dent of  history  but  a conscious  decision  of 
the  ruling  class  to  preserve  its  power  and 
prevent  a socialist  revolution. 


Germany 


The  many  millions  of  German  workers 
organized  in  the  SPD  [Social  Democratic 
Parlyl.  KPD  (Communist  Party]  and  the 
trade  unions  wanted  to  fight  Hitler's  sei- 
zure of  power.  They  were  shamefully 
betrayed  by  their  leaderships.  Due  to  their 
loyalty  to  the  capitalist  order,  the  SPD 
leadership  was  ultimately  more  afraid  of 
setting  the  working  class  in  motion 
against  the  fascists  than  of  their  own  anni- 
hilation through  Hitler’s  seizure  of  power. 
First  they  supported  [President]  Hinden- 
burg  as  a lesser  evil,  and  when  he  handed 
over  power  to  Hiller,  they  sought — in 
vain — to  arrive  at  some  sort  of  arrange- 
ment with  the  Nazis.  The  most  conscious 
workers,  those  who  identified  with  the 
Russian  October  Revolution  of  1917. 
were  led  by  the  Communist  International 
(Comintern)  under  Stalin  and  the  Thal- 
mann  leadership  of  the  KPD  into  capitu- 
lation without  a struggle.  This  is  why  the 
Stalinists  bear  special  responsibility  for 
the  defeat  of  1933.  Instead  of  forcing  the 
SPD  into  a united  front,  they  attacked  the 
Social  Democratic  workers  as  “social  fas- 
cists," and  declared.  "After  Hitler,  us." 

Contrary  to  the  lie  of  collective  guilt, 
intended  to  chain  the  working  class  to  its 
own  bourgeoisie.  Trotsky,  in  May  1933. 
named  those  responsible  for  the  capitula- 
tion without  a struggle:  “The  masses 
wanted  to  fight,  but  they  were  obstinately 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  leaders  ... 
The  absence  of  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  workers  heightened  the  self-assurance 
of  fascism  and  diminished  the  fear  of  the 
big  bourgeoisie  confronted  by  the  risk  of 
civil  war.  The  inevitable  demoralization  of 
the  Communist  detachment,  increasingly 
i.soIated  from  the  proletariat,  rendered 
impossible  even  a partial  resistance.  Thus 
the  triumphal  procession  of  Hitler  over  the 
bones  of  the  proletarian  organizations  was 
assured”  ("The  German  Catastrophe:  The 
Responsibility  of  the  Leadership"]. 

The  betrayal  of  1933  was  followed  by 
the  no  less  treacherous  turn  of  the  Comin- 
tern to  the  popular  front,  which  subordi- 
nated the  working  class  to  an  illusory 
"democratic"  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  in 
the  name  of  the  fight  against  fascism. 
Numerous  revolutions  were  led  to  defeat 
in  this  way.  In  Spain,  the  popular  front 
defeated  the  workers  revolution  that 
began  in  1936.  paving  the  way  to  power 
for  Franco’s  fascists.  It  is  precisely  these 


popular-frontist  politics  that  dominate  the 
call  for  the  Day  of  Remembrance  and 
Warning.  The  very  first  sentence  of  the 
call  sounds  like  a hymn  of  praise  to  bour- 
geois democracy:  "Seventy-five  years 
ago  the  Nazis,  together  with  conserva- 
tive elites  and  supported  by  big  industry, 
paralyzed  Weimar  democracy  within  a 
few  weeks.”  Both  the  capitalist  Weimar 
Republic  and  Nazi  rule  represented  the 
dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie.  For  the 
ruling  class,  the  question  was  maintaining 
their  rule.  The  foundation  of  the  "Weimar 
democracy”  praised  by  the  VVN  was  the 
drowning  in  blood  of  the  workers  revolu- 
tion of  1918-19  by  the  Freikorps.  which 
was  commanded  by  the  Social  Demo- 
crats Noske  and  Ebert  and  from  which  the 
Nazi  organization  arose.  Along  with  tens 


the  strings  of  the  Nazis,  not  only  via  its 
agents  in  the  leadership  bodies  of  the 
NPD  and  other  such  organizations,  but 
also  via  its  own  racist  campaigns  that 
serve  as  marching  orders  for  the  fascists. 
The  campaign  to  eliminate  the  right  of 
asylum  at  the  beginning  of  the  '90s  led 
to  the  pogroms  of  Rostock  and  Hoyers- 
werda.  and  Roland  Koch's  campaign 
against  youths  of  immigrant  background 
this  spring  led  to  an  increase  in  racist 
terror,  such  as  the  incendiary  attack  in 
Dautphetal. 

Calls  for  bans  are  always  utilized  by 
the  bourgeoisie  and  its  state  to  launch 
attacks  on  the  entire  workers  movement, 
immigrants  and  the  left.  Laws  "against 
extremism"  are  always  used  against  the 
left  and  the  workers  movement.  Thus  in 
1993,  when  court  proceedings  to  ban 
the  fascist  FAP  were  formally  initiated, 
this  was  simply  a cover  for  banning  the 
PKK  and  35  other  Kurdish  associations. 
Instead  of  directing  powerless  appeals  to 
the  bourgeois  state,  we  Trotskyists  fight 
for  worker/immigrant  mobilizations  to 
stop  the  Nazis'.  This  is  in  the  tradition  of 
the  struggle  by  Trotsky’s  Left  Opposition 
for  a proletarian  united  front  against 
Hitler’s  seizure  of  power  in  the  early  ’30s. 
Ultimately,  capitalism — which  breeds 
and  hatches  the  Nazis — must  be  over- 
thrown by  workers  revolution. 

Nazi  terror  today  is  a result  of  capital- 
ist counterrevolution  in  the  DDR  [East 
Gennany].  There  is  not  a word  about  this 
in  the  call.  As  early  as  1989-90,  we 


February  1933: 
Newspaper  of 
Trotskyist  Left 
Opposition  in 
Germany  calls  for 
united-front  action 
of  all  workers 
organizations 
against  Nazi  terror. 
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Below:  Social  Democratic  president  Friedrich 
Ebert  smashed  1916-19  German  Revolution. 
Right:  Armed  workers  and  soldiers 
demonstrate  in  Berlin  during  January  1919 
Spariakist  uprising. 


of  thousands  of  revolutionary  workers, 
almost  the  entire  leadership  of  the  young 
KPD  was  murdered.  Luxemburg.  Lieb- 
knecht.  Leo  Jogiches  and  Eugen  Levin^ 
were  victims  of  this  counterrevolutionary 
terror. 

No  wonder  that  the  bourgeois  Greens 
support  the  call;  together  with  the  SPD 
they  sent  Bundeswehr  troops  to  the  Bal- 
kans (in  1999] — in  the  name  of  "antifas- 
cism"— for  the  first  time  since  the  Sec- 
ond World  War.  In  the  name  of  bourgeois 
democracy,  the  supporters  of  the  call  are 
assisting  the  bourgeoisie  with  ideological 
rearmament  for  their  next  battle  to  redi- 
vide the  world.  For  the  leaderships  of  the 
Stalinists  and  social  democrats,  the  col- 
lective guilt  lie  that  "the  majority  of  Ger- 
mans looked  on"  also  .serves  to  deny 
their  own  responsibility  for  the  Nazis’ 
ability  to  come  to  power  without  a fight. 

The  call  appeals  to  the  bourgeois  slate: 
"Nazi-type  organizations  must  be  banned." 
This  is  a dangerous  illusion.  The  fascists 
are  the  reserve  army  of  the  bourgeoisie. 
It  is  this  racist,  capitalist  stale  that  pulls 

Willy  Romer 


warned  that  capitalist  counterrevolution 
would  bring  with  it  an  increase  in  racism, 
women’s  oppression,  unemployment  and 
Nazi  terror.  The  counterrevolution  was 
wind  in  the  Nazis’  sails.  The  Stalinists 
bear  responsibility  for  this  tremendous 
defeat;  Gorbachev  gave  the  green  light 
for  the  annexation  (Anschluss)  of  the 
DDR  by  West  German  capitalism.  The 
SED-PDS  (ruling  Stalinist  party)  tops 
acquiesced  in  this  betrayal,  became  the 
PDS  (Party  of  Democratic  Socialism], 
and  made  counterrevolutionary  reunifica- 
tion their  own  cause. 

Against  imperialism  and  internal  coun- 
terrevolution, we  Trotskyists  stood  for 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
deformed  workers  states  of  East  Europe 
and  of  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state,  down  to  the  last  barricade.  It  was 
on  this  basis  that  we  fought  in  the  DDR 
in  1989-90  against  capitalist  reunifica- 
tion and  for  a red  Germany  of  workers 
councils  through  proletarian  political 
revolution  against  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy in  the  East  and  through  socialist 
revolution  to  overthrow  the  bourgeoisie 
in  the  West.  Only  in  this  way  could  the 
breeding  ground  for  the  fascists  have 
been  finally  eliminated  in  Germany. 
Today  we  defend  the  remaining  deformed 
workers  states  of  China.  Cuba.  North 
Korea  and  Vietnam. 

Drawing  the  correct  lessons  from  his- 
tory is  today  more  pressing  than  ever. 
The  politics  of  the  VVN-BdA  organizers 
of  the  Day  of  Remembrance  and  Warn- 
ing, as  expressed  in  the  call,  draw  the 
wrong  lessons  from  the  rise  of  the  Nazis 
and  the  struggle  against  these  murderous 
scum;  these  politics  are  an  obstacle  to  the 
necessary  proletarian  struggle  against  fas- 
cism and  against  capitalism,  which  breeds 
it.  Capitalism  must  be  swept  away  by 
workers  revolution.  To  do  this  we  need  to 
build  a multiethnic  revolutionary  work- 
ers party,  as  part  of  the  reforged  Founh 
International,  which  opposes  every  form 
of  exploitation  and  oppression.! 
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2008  Subscription  Drive 
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New  Readers 


Congratulations  to  participants  in  the 
2008  Workers  V«nj?Marr/ subscription  drive! 
The  Spailacist  League  and  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  conducted  an  intensive  campaign 
this  fall  to  widen  the  readership  of  our 
biweekly  Marxist  press.  We  exceeded  our 
quota,  selling  a total  of  2.926  points,  rep- 
resenting 1 .302  subscriptions  to  WV.  85  to 
Es/>ariaco  (published  by  the  International 
Communist  League's  Mexican  section), 
and  71  to  the  press  of  other  ICL  sections. 
Vancouver  comrades  of  the  Trotskyist 
League  of  Canada  assisted  SL/IJ.S.  com- 
rades on  regional  trips  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  Special  congratulations  go  to 
comrade  Laura  in  the  Bay  Area  for  .sell- 
ing the  most  subscriptions  ( 1 36.5  points). 

Our  annual  subscription  drive  is  crucial 
to  maintaining  our  readership  and  reach- 
ing out  to  regions  where  we  do  not  have 
branches.  Our  press  is  our  central  weapon 
for  raising  consciousness  of  the  need  for  a 
working-class  vanguard  party  to  lead  the 
proletariat  and  the  oppressed  in  the  strug- 
gle for  socialist  revolution  to  overthrow 
the  capitalist  order  and  establish  working- 
class  rule.  This  year,  discussions  centered 
on  our  principled  opposition  to  giving  any 
electoral  support  to  representatives  of  the 
capitalist  class  enemy — Democrat.  Repub- 
lican. Green  or  “independent" — and  our 
struggle  to  forge  a workers  party. 

In  contrast,  the  reformist  left,  reflect- 
ing as  always  prevailing  liberal  bourgeois 
public  opinion,  worked  hard  to  steer  youth 
repelled  by  imperialist  war,  racism  and 
exploitation  to  the  doorstep  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  As  a perfect  example,  at  UC 
Berkeley  the  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization (ISO)  had  a sign  inviting  students 
to  watch  Obama's  acceptance  speech  with 
“socialists,"  and  that  issue  of  their  paper. 
Socialisi  Worker  (7  November),  had  red, 
white  and  blue  as  its  front-page  colors.  In 
combat  against  such  opponents,  the  SYCs 
held  “Meet  the  Marxists"  events  on  cam- 
pu.ses  to  introduce  .students  to  our  revolu- 
tionary Marxist  program,  especially  high- 
lighting the  fight  against  black  oppression 
and  the  struggle  to  free  class-war  prisoner 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 

We  also  worked  to  maintain  our  reader- 
ship  among  important  concentrations  of 
workers,  including  transit  workers  in  New 
York  and  Chicago  as  well  as  port  workers 
on  both  coasts,  from  the  Port  of  Oakland 
to  Charleston.  South  Carolina,  Trips  to 
Seattle  and  Portland  included  selling  subs 
to  ILWU  longshoremen,  and  the  teams 
also  hit  the  picket  lines  of  Boeing  aircraft 
workers  who  had  been  on  strike  for  nearly 
a month.  Discussions  with  picketers  at 
a Boeing  site  in  Seattle  centered  mainly 
on  our  opposition  to  protectionism,  anti- 
immigrant  racism  and  China-bashing. 

The  widespread  support  for  Obama  was 
an  obstacle,  especially  at  the  outset.  "While 
this  was  more  'lesser  evilism'  than  any 
kind  of  fevered  Obamamania.  the  elec- 
tions were  nonetheless  seen  as  the  expres- 
sion of  political  involvement  and  'change' 
for  many."  the  Bay  Area  subscription 
drive  report  summarized.  But  the  interna- 
tional capitalist  financial  meltdown  also 


led  to  "heightened  interest  in  a Marxist 
newspaper  or  at  least  an  interest  in  some 
kind  of  alternative"  or  even  just  an  expla- 
nation from  Marxists  for  capitalist  eco- 
nomic crises  and  the  current  financial 
chaos.  A comrade  commented  about  UC 
Santa  Cruz  students;  "A  number  of  stu- 
dents were  interested  in  the  food  crisis 
article  ["Behind  the  Hunger  Crisis:  Capi- 
talist Profits — Imperialism  Starves  World’s 
Poor."  WV  No.  919.  29  August  and  WV 
No.  920.  12  September},  imperialism  and 
the  workings  of  production  for  profit." 
One  of  the  best  one-liners  came  from  com- 
rade Reuben,  who  sold  WV  at  a radical- 
liberal  public  meeting  in  Berkeley,  declar- 
ing. "Capitalism  is  on  its  deathbed,  why 
would  you  want  to  vote  for  a guy  who 
wants  to  change  the  sheets?" 

Comrades  from  the  Bay  Area  and  L A. 
made  a successful  regional  trip  to  Oregon 
(163  points)  covering  the  University  of 
Oregon  in  Eugene,  Lewis  & Clark.  Port- 
land Slate  and  Reed  College.  The  report 
on  (he  trip  noted  that  the  capitalist  eco- 
nomic crisis  sparked  greater  curiosity 
about  Marxism;  "We  were  selling  WV 
No.  921  (headlined  “Wall  Street  Night- 
mare Stalks  Working  People")  which 
allowed  us  to  point  out  the  inherent  aspects 
of  capitalism — driven  by  irrationality,  the 
deep-seated  oppression  of  black  people, 
etc."  But  another  comrade  underlined  the 
huge  gulf  between  our  authentic  Marx- 


ist program  and  popular  consciousness; 
“A  number  of  students  expressed  .sympa- 
thy with  Marxism....  However  what  they 
understood  by  ‘socialism’  was  vague, 
ranging  from  .some  sort  of  social  democ- 


racy to  thinking  Sweden  was  socialist  to 
support  for  Obama.  Our  placard  on 
Obama  wanting  to  be  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  U.S.  imperialism  attracted  a lot 
of  attention,  both  positive  and  negative." 

Our  placard  proclaiming  "Free  Abor- 
tion on  Demand!"  drew  a lot  of  attention 
on  various  campuses.  Underlining  that 
this  supposedly  available  legal  right  is 
increasingly  unavailable  to  women,  espe- 
cially working-class  and  poor  women, 
young  women  approached  our  campus 
tab!e.s  in  several  localities  asking  hope- 
fully if  we  were  providing  the  service! 

A comrade  reported  on  one  Oregon  cam- 
pus where  our  Chine.se-language  slogans 
against  the  counterrevolutionary  "Free 
Tibet"  movement  brought  students  from 
China  to  our  literature  table:  "They  agreed 
that  the  Dalai  Lama  was  a reactionary  fig- 
ure and  commented  how  many  Americans 
didn't  understand  that  Tibet  was  part  of 
China  and  used  to  be  a slave  society." 
WV^s  article  on  the  Sichuan  earthquake 
{WV  No.  917.  4 July)  was  particularly 
u.seful  in  pointing  out  the  contradictions 
of  the  ruling  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  as  well 
as  helping  to  combat  the  idea  that  the 
Chinese  bureaucratically  deformed  work- 
ers state  is  capitalist.  All  locals  held  for- 
ums on  China  in  the  lead-up  to  or  during 
the  subscription  drive  (see:  "Democrats 
Spearhead  Anti-China  Crusade — Down 
With  Imperialist  and  Dalai  Lama  Provoca- 
tions! Defend  (he  Gains  of  the  1949  Chi- 
nese Revolution!  For  Workers  Political 
Revolution!"  WV  No.  923.  24  October). 


The  Chicago  subscription  drive  report 
underscored  that,  of  the  557  points  sold. 
167  were  from  renewals,  reflecting  a core 
of  loyal  readers.  "Most  people  we  sold 
sub.s  to  were  voting  for  Obama,  but  most 
were  not  so  much  enthusiastic  about 
Obama  as  they  wanted  'Anybody  but 
Bush/McCain'.”  Comrades  also  met  stu- 
dents who  argued  that  Obama  couldn't 
say  what  he  "really"  thought  if  he  wanted 
to  get  elected;  “There  was  a lot  of  pressure 
for  the  population  to  vote  and  'participate 
in  the  system*."  much  of  it  coming  from 
the  union  bureaucracy.  The  Minneapo- 
lis trip  intersected  the  Labor  Day  protest 
of  the  Republican  National  Convention. 
Chicago  comrades  went  to  a Campus  Anti- 
war Network  (CAN)  national  conference 
at  DePaul  University.  Barred  from  enter- 
ing the  event,  our  comrades  took  to  the 
soapbox  to  scandalize  the  ISO.  CAN's 
leading  lights,  for  the  exclusion,  exposing 
the  ISO’s  fear  of  defending  their  refor- 
mist politics  in  open  debate.  Amusingly. 
ISO  supporters  outside  argued  with  us 
(hat  “revolutionary  politics  is  outside  the 
context  of  what  this  conference  is  about." 
Yes.  indeed. 

New  York  City  comrades  and  support- 
ers sold  953  points.  On  elite  campuses 
such  as  Columbia  and  New  York  Univer- 
sity. subscription  sales  were  difficult,  but 
the  regional  trip  to  Western  Massachusetts 
sold  103  points.  On  a trip  to  Hartford. 
Connecticut,  comrades  met  youth  who 
had  seen  us  intervene  at  a Toronto  public 
conference  sponsored  by  Socialist  Action 
last  May  22-25.  as  well  as  at  an  antiwar 
conference  in  Cleveland  on  June  28-29. 
To  these  activists  we  distributed  our  off- 
print. "ICL's  Trotskyism  vs.  Socialist 
Action’s  Reformism"  (see  WVNo.  917.  4 
July).  On  many  campuses  we  encountered 
students  who  had  some  experience  with 
other  left  groups;  often,  such  youth  were 


already  dissatisfied  with  the  tepid  refor- 
mist politics  of  these  outfits. 

New  York’s  regional  trip  to  North  Caro- 
lina yielded  118.5  points.  A comrade 
noted  that  here.  too.  the  Obama  campaign 
proved  “a  litmus  test  for  potential  sub- 
scribers.” In  addition  to  the  campus  work 
by  the  North  Carolina  team,  we  also  sold 
to  the  Moncure  strikers  in  the  area  (see 
“Victory  to  the  Moncure  Plywood  Work- 
ers Strike!”  HA^No.  921.  26  September). 

The  Los  Angeles  Local  sold  a total 
of  426.5  points.  In  addition  to  partici- 
pating in  trips  to  Oregon/Washington 
and  Colorado,  the  L A.  Local  undertook 
regional  trips  to  Arizona.  Texas,  UC  Santa 
Barbara  and  San  Diego.  Comrades  also 
sold  at  the  Labor  Day  union  gathering  in 
Wilmington,  an  L.A.  suburb,  where  three 
suKscriptions  were  sold  to  longshoremen, 
A successful  "Meet  the  Marxists”  event  at 
UCLA  helped  increase  our  subscription 
base  there. 

WV  welcomes  its  new  readers  and 
those  who  renewed  their  subscriptions. 
We  encourage  you  to  let  us  know  what 
you  think  of  our  press  and  to  get  involved 
in  our  activities.  Study  Marxist  theory 
and  class-struggle  history  at  our  public 
class  series  or  through  our  literature.  We 
are  proud  of  our  history  and  program- 
matic fidelity  and  offer  for  sale  bound 
volumes  of  WV  as  well  as  other  publica- 
tions of  our  party.  We  slrive  to  make  our 
paper  forthright,  polemical  and  hard- 
hitting. basing  ourselve.s  on  the  work  of 
our  revolutionary  Marxist  forebears.* 
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During  subscription  drive,  WV  salesmen  in  September  intersected  lAM 
members  on  strike  against  Moncure  Plywood  in  North  Carolina. 
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All  Out  to  Defend  Harrison  and  Ruffin! 

^'War  on  Terror”  Assault 
on  Black  Longshoremen 


Right:  West 
Sacramento  cop 
pulling  Aaron 
Harrison  from  his 
car,  August  2007. 
Below:  Labor  Black 
League  supporters 
at  October  6 ILWU 
rally  in  Woodland 
(near  Sacramento) 
protesting  arrest  of 
Harrison  and  Ruffin. 
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Two  black  longshoremen.  Jason  Ruffin 
and  Aaron  Harrison,  from  the  Iniema- 
lional  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU)  Local  10  in  (he  Bay  Area,  are 
scheduled  to  stand  trial  on  December  15 
on  frame-up  charges  of  “resisting  arrest.” 
In  August  2007,  Ruffin  and  Harrison 
were  returning  to  work  at  the  Sacramento 
port  after  lunch  when  they  were  slopped 
by  security  guards  who  demanded  to 
search  their  car.  citing  the  maritime  secu- 
rity regulations  that  are  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment's “war  on  terror”  While  the  two 
ILWU  members  were  calling  their  Local 
10  business  agent  for  advice,  the  guards 
called  in  the  notoriously  racist  West 
Sacramento  police.  Harrison  and  Ruffin 
were  dragged  from  their  car.  assaulted, 
maced,  handcuffed  and  thrown  in  jail 
on  charges  of  trespassing  and  resisting 
arrest.  The  trespassing  charge  has  been 
dropped,  but  for  over  a year  the  state  has 
continued  to  press  its  vindictive  prosecu- 
tion of  the  two  longshore  workers  whose 
only  “crime"  was  trying  to  return  to  work 
and  appealing  to  their  union  for  help  in 
doing  so! 

These  charges  are  a deadly  statement 
of  the  threat  to  all  of  labor  from  the  “anti- 
terror"  laws,  which  have  been  used  to 
build  up  the  repressive  powers  of  the 
state,  its  cops,  courts,  military  and  secu- 
rity guard  auxiliaries.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  that  the  ILWU  has  been  lined  up  in 
the  sights  of  the  racist  “war  on  teiror.”  the 
pretext  for  the  bloody  occupations  of  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan.  During  the  union's  2002 
contract  battle,  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Homeland  Security  warned  the 
ILWU  International  president  that  a strike 
would  be  treated  as  a threat  to  “national 
security.”  Today,  the  implementation  of 
the  Transportation  Worker  Identification 
Credential  (TWIC).  which  includes  crim- 
inal background  checks,  is  vastly  increas- 
ing the  government’s  ability  to  police 
the  workforce  on  the  docks.  By  April,  no 
access  will  be  allowed  to  West  Coast 
ports  for  longshoremen  without  TWIC 
cards.  The  defense  of  Harrison  and  Ruf- 
fin is  vital  to  the  defense  of  the  ILWU  as 
a whole  and  of  all  those  targeted  by  the 
“war  on  terror.”  All  out  to  defend  Harri- 
son and  Ruffin  on  December  15! 

The  Bay  Area  Labor  Black  League  for 
Social  Defense,  which  is  fraternally  allied 
with  the  Spartacist  League,  mobilized  for 
an  ILWU  rally  in  defense  of  Harrison  and 
Ruffin  outside  their  October  6 court  hear- 
ing in  Woodland.  California,  with  a small 
contingent  that  included  workers  from 
transit,  rail  and  public  employees  in  the 
Bay  Area.  The  100  people  at  the  rally 
included  members  of  ILWU  Locals  10 
and  34  from  the  Bay  Area.  Sacramento's 
Local  17.  the  executive  secretary  of  the 
Sacramento  Central  Labor  Council,  as 
well  as  a contingent  of  workers  from  the 
nearby  Davis  campus  of  the  University  of 
California  who  have  been  locked  in  a 
contract  battle  with  the  administration. 
Other  local  community  activists  addressed 
the  racist  treatment  that  the  West  Sacra- 
mento cops  daily  mete  out  to  black  and 
Latino  youth  as  well  as  their  attack  on  DQ 
University  (an  American  Indian  univer- 
sity) in  the  area.  A solidarity  message  by 
black  death  row  political  prisoner,  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  in  defense  of  Harrison  and 
Ruffin  was  also  played  at  the  rally. 

A representative  of  the  LBL  spoke  at 
the  rally,  underlining  the  urgency  of  labor 
fighting  against  the  “war  on  terror"; 

••The  LBL  has  actively  defended  long- 
shoremen Jason  Ruffin  and  Aaron  Harri- 
son since  their  arrest.  They  are  today  fac- 
ing prosecution  under  the  port  security 
laws  that  arc  part  of  the  bipartisan  ‘war 


on  terrorism.'  Yet  many  trade-union  offi- 
cials, including  ILWU,  ILA  (Interna- 
tiona) Longshoremen's  Association]  and 
Teamsters,  have  wrongly  supported  the 
beefed-up  port  security  measures.  At 
home,  ‘war  on  terror'  means  attacks  on 
immigrants,  blacks,  trade  unions,  and  the 
working  class  as  a whole.  The  LBL 
stands  for  defending  all  victims  of  the 
so-called  •war  on  terror’  and  calls  on  the 
union  movement  to  organize  the  unor- 
ganized. like  the  port  truckers,  and  fight 
for  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants. 
Down  with  the  l.C.E.  raids! 

"The  so-called  ‘war  on  terrorism’  is  em- 
braced by  the  Democrats  and  the  Repub- 
licans alike,  just  as  Obama  and  McCain 
embrace  the  plundering  of  the  working 
class  to  bail  out  Wall  Street  capitalism 
on  its  death  bed,  and  Cynthia  McKin- 
ney’s party  of  the  little  bourgeoisie  is 
just  as  dedicated  as  the  two  parties  of  the 
big  bourgeoisie  to  saving  this  brutal  sys- 
tem of  racist  exploitation.  This  is  all  the 
more  reason  why  working  people  need  a 
party  that  fights  for  their  class  inter- 
ests— a workers  party  that  fights  for  a 
workers  government.  Those  who  labor 
must  rule! 

"In  the  fight  to  free  class-war  political 
prisoner  and  former  Black  Panther  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  who  we  all  heard  here  today, 
with  his  powerful  speech.  Local  10  has 
joined  ranks  with  the  PDC  [Partisan 
Defense  Committee]  and  trade  unionists 
around  the  world  to  bring  the  social  power 
of  labor  to  free  this  innocent  man.  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Drop  the  charges 
against  Jason  Ruffin  and  Aaron  Harrison!" 

Clarence  Thomas,  a member  of  the 
Local  10  executive  board,  pointed  to  the 
ILWU  May  1 port  shutdown  against  the 
occupation  of  Iraq  as  an  example  of  tak- 
ing "action  at  the  point  of  production"  to 
"stop  the  attacks  on  the  working  class." 
This  action  was  a powerful  display  of  the 
union's  muscle.  But  it  was  gutted  of 
any  political  opposition  to  the  U.S.  impe- 
rialist rulers  and  their  dirty  wars  and 
occupations  by  the  red-while-and-blue 
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American  chauvinism  of  the  ILWU  bu- 
reaucracy. The  occupation  of  Afghani- 
stan was  disappeared  and  the  May  Day 
statement  by  the  union’s  International 
president,  Robert  McEllrath,  promoted 
longshoremen  as  the  best  “loyal  to  Amer- 
ica” patriots  as  against  "big  foreign  cor- 
porations that  control  global  shipping.” 
This  was  coupled  with  promoting  Demo- 
cratic Party  candidate  Barack  Obama  as 
the  next  Commander-in-Chief  of  U.S. 
imperialism. 

A "2(X)8  Presidential  Questionnaire”  by 
the  ILWU  tops,  directed  to  Obama  and 
other  Democrats,  pledged  the  union's 
service  in  the  “war  on  terror,”  declaring 
that  the  "ILWU  workforce  should  be  util- 
ized as  the  first  line  of  defense  against 
maritime  terrorist  activities,  and  recog- 
nized as  a natural  ally  by  law  enforce- 
ment." This  suicidal  identification  of  the 
union  with  the  strikebreaking  forces  of 
the  bosses'  state  was  echoed  at  the  Octo- 
ber 6 rally  for  Harrison  and  Ruffin  by  the 


business  agent  of  ILWU  Local  17.  who 
portrayed  the  West  Sacramento  cops  as 
"workers  coming  out  and  harassing  and 
beating  up  other  workers.” 

The  cops  are  not  workers  in  uniform. 
They  are  the  armed  thugs  of  the  capitalist 
state  whose  purpose  is  the  violent  sup- 
pression of  working-clas.s  struggle.  Secu- 
rity guards,  like  those  who  targeted  Har- 
rison and  Ruffin,  are  the  cops'  private 
auxiliaries,  yet  in  the  Bay  Area,  L.A.  and 
some  other  West  Coast  ports,  they  are 
members  of  the  ILWU!  Police  and  secu- 
rity guards  out  of  the  unions! 

The  ILWU  tops’  promotion  of  the  union 
as  “a  natural  ally"  in  the  government's 
“war  on  terror"  has  been  brought  home  in 
their  demands  for  more  vigorous  screen- 
ing of  the  largely  immigrant,  non-union 
port  truckers.  This  is  not  only  an  attack  on 
these  workers  but  undermines  the  very 
existence  of  the  ILWU  itself.  A member 
of  ILWU  Local  10.  Barbara  Franck,  who 
left  work  to  join  the  picket  lines  of  port 
truckers  in  Oakland  last  May  and  argued 
unsuccessfully  for  the  union  to  pull  out 
all  of  its  members  in  solidarity,  under- 
lined the  importance  of  fighting  to  or- 
ganize these  workers  in  a letter  printed 
in  the  July-August  issue  of  the  union’s 
newspaper,  the  Dispatcher:  "The  ILWU 
now  stands  isolated  as  one  of  the  few 
union  links  in  the  massive  flow  of  com- 
modities across  the  Pacific  and  inland.... 
Winning  ILWU-scale  wages,  benefits  and 
union  organization  and  rights  for  the 
existing  trucker  workforce  would  be  a big 
step  forward  for  the  working  class  as  a 
whole  and  would  strengthen  our  union  by 
providing  us  with  a powerful  ally  in  our 
struggles  against  the  shippers  and  steve- 
doring companies.  For  a waterfront  that  is 
100%  union!” 

In  2002,  Local  10  endorsed  an  Oakland 
protest  initiated  by  the  LBL  and  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  in  defense  of 
immigrants  and  in  opposition  to  the  U.S. 
rulers'  anti-terror  laws.  Black  longshore- 
men Irom  Local  1 0 were  at  the  core  of  that 
300-strong  protest  on  February  9,  2002. 
As  the  LBL  and  PDC  wrote  in  the  call 
for  that  protest  ("Down  With  the  Anti- 
Immigrant  Witchhunt!"  WV  No.  773,  25 
January  2002): 

"To  fight  for  its  interests  the  working 
class  must  stand  independent  of  all  agen- 
cies and  parties  of  the  class  enemy.  The 
trade-union  misleaders  who  have  shack- 
led labor’s  power  to  support  for  the 
Democrats  now  offer  to  help  implement 
•security’  on  the  docks  and  elsewhere..,, 
"There  must  be  a political  struggle  within 
the  trade  unions,  the  only  significant 
racially  integrated  insUiulions  in  segrega- 
tion America,  to  break  from  the  Demo- 
crats and  build  a class-struggle  leadership 
which  will  champion  the  cause  of  black 
freedom  and  the  defense  of  immigrant 
rights.  The  working  class  needs  its  own 
party — one  that  fights  for  a workers  gov- 
ernment. Those  who  labor  must  rule!’’* 
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We  Are  the  Party  of  the 
Russian  Revolution 


Spartaclst  pholos 

Above:  ICL  banner  at  1991  demonstration  in  Moscow  on  anniversary  of  October 
Revolution.  December  1991:  ICL  organizes  cleanup  of  Karl  Marx  statue  in  Moscow 
defaced  by  Yeltsin's  counterrevolutionary  mob.  Banner  reads:  “No  to  the  Restoration 
of  Capitalism!  Yes  to  the  Gains  of  October!” 


We  print  below,  edited  for  publica- 
tion. the  concluding  part  of  a presen- 
tation by  comrade  Victor  Gibbons, 
given  in  Los  Angeles  on  10  Novem- 
ber 2007  in  commemoration  of  the 
90th  anniversary  of  the  Russian  Rev- 
olution. Parts  One  and  Two  of  this 
presentation  were  published  in  WV 
Nos.  924  and  923.  7 and  21  November. 


PART  THREE 


In  early  1989,  as  Soviet  leader 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  was  capitulating 
to  Washington  by  withdrawing  Soviet 
troops  from  Afghanistan,  we  offered 
to  organize  an  international  brigade 
to  defend  the  embattled  Kabul  regime 
against  the  CIA-backed  mujahedin. 
After  the  Afghan  government  turned 
down  our  offer,  we  organized  at  the 
government’s  suggestion  a campaign 
of  solidarity  with  the  civilian  victims 
in  the  front-line  Afghan  city  of  Jalala- 
bad. Around  the  same  time,  the  inter- 
national Spartacist  tendency  changed 
its  name  to  the  International  Commu- 
nist League  (Fourth  Internationalist). 

Our  Jalalabad  campaign  and  name 
change  signaled  that  the  banner  of 
communism,  long  trampled  in  the 
mud  by  the  Stalinists,  had  its  true 
champion  in  Trotskyism. 

In  the  subsequent  period,  the  ICL 
sought  to  mobilize  its  limited  forces 
in  the  struggle  against  capitalist  restora- 
tion in  the  DDR  (East  Germany),  and 
then  in  the  Soviet  Union  itself.  In  this, 
we  were  applying  in  practice  the  Trotsky- 
ist position  of  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  deformed  and  degenerated 
workers  states  against  imperialism  and 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  At  the  same 
time,  we  fought  for  proletarian  political 
revolution  against  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. The  ICL  acted  on  Trotsky's  October 
1933  injunction  (“The  Class  Nature  of  the 
Soviet  State”): 

“From  our  standpoint,  of  course,  the 
tragic  possibility  is  not  excluded  that  the 
first  workers'  state,  weakened  by  its 
bureaucracy,  will  fall  under  the  joint  blows 
of  its  internal  and  external  enemies.  But 
in  the  event  of  this  worst  possible  vari- 
ant. a tremendous  significance  for  the 
subsequent  course  of  the  revolutionary 
struggle  will  be  borne  by  the  question; 
where  are  those  guilty  for  the  catas- 
trophe? Not  the  slightest  taint  of  guilt 
must  fall  upon  the  revolutionary  interna- 
tionalists. In  the  hour  of  mortal  danger, 
they  must  remain  on  the  last  barricade." 

The  1990  defeat  of  the  incipient  prole- 
tarian political  revolution  in  Germany 
proved  to  be  a prelude  to  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  the  Soviet  Union.  Events 
would  show  that  decades  of  Stalinist  mis- 
rule had  fatally  undermined  workers’  con- 
sciousness to  the  point  where  they  did  not 


rally  to  defend  the  remaining  gains  of  the 
1917  Russian  Revolution — centrally,  the 
collectivized  planned  economy.  But  that 
conclusion  was  not  determined  in  advance. 
As  Stalinist  rule  broke  down  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  question  was  posed:  would  the 
nascent  bourgeoisie  go  forward  to  consol- 
idate a capitalist  state  or  would  the  work- 
ing class  use  the  opportunity  to  fight  for 
political  power? 

As  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  strangled 
the  proletarian  internationalist  traditions 
of  October,  it  increasingly  promoted 
Great  Russian  chauvinism.  Over  decades. 
Stalin  and  his  heirs  succeeded  in  imprint- 
ing their  nationalist  outlook  on  the  Soviet 
peoples,  Leninist  proletarian  internation- 
alism came  to  be  sneered  at  in  official 
propaganda  as  an  obscure  "Trotskyite 
heresy,”  “export  of  revolution”  or.  at  best, 
it  was  emptied  of  any  content. 

As  the  bureaucracy  became  increas- 
ingly discredited,  anti-communist  Russian 
nationalist  movements  were  deliberately 
promoted  as  a political  outlet  for  opposi- 
tion. At  first  they  operated  under  cover  of 
cultural  nativist  revivalism.  Thus  the  name 
of  one  sect,  Pamyat  (Memory).  But  this  was 
no  culture  club.  It  was  an  anti-Semitic,  pro- 
monarchist. Black  Hundreds  fascist  move- 
ment. the  putrid  end  product  of  what  Sta- 
lin and  his  heirs  had  cultivated. 


In  1987  Pamyat  crawled  out  into  the 
open  and  brazenly  rallied  at  the  gates  of 
the  Kremlin,  right  on  Karl  Marx  Pros- 
pekt,  demanding  to  meet  with  the  then 
Moscow  Communist  Party  boss  Boris 
Yeltsin.  Even  more  alarming  was  the  fact 
that  Yeltsin  warmly  received  them  and 
legally  sanctioned  them.  This  was  a green 
light  for  the  attacks  that  followed.  From 
the  start  we  warned  of  the  mortal  danger 
these  Black  Hundreds  represented  and 
called  on  Soviet  workers,  minorities, 
women  and  youth  to  take  independent 
action  to  send  Pamyat  scurrying  back  into 
their  rat  holes. 

You  can  read  about  this  in  “Pamyat; 
Russian  Fascists  Raise  Their  Heads”  {WV 
No.  434,  7 August  1987).  We  did  not  call 
on  the  bureaucracy  to  crush  Pamyat.  We 
pointed  out  that  an  important  component 
of  Stalinist  political  rule  was  the  weapon  of 
anti-Semitism,  which  was  wielded  against 
the  Trotskyist  Left  Opposition  and  others. 
In  World  War  II.  which  Stalin  presented  as 
the  “Great  Patriotic  War"  to  defend  Mother 
Russia,  the  Stalinists  revived  the  pogrom- 
ist  Russian  Orthodox  church  in  order  to 
foster  Russian  nationalism. 

The  Bolshevik  Revolution  transformed 
what  Lenin  called  the  tsarist  "prison  hou.se 
of  peoples”  into  a multinational  workers 
state.  It  was  only  the  Bolsheviks’  interna- 


tionalist program— which  asserted 
full  and  equal  rights  for  all  peoples, 
in  order  to  secure  the  fullest  unity  of 
the  workers  of  all  nationalities — that 
made  this  possible.  With  the  usur- 
pation of  power  by  the  nationalist 
Stalinist  bureaucracy,  and  over  the 
course  of  several  decades,  these  prin- 
ciples were  perverted.  To  be  sure, 
even  under  Stalin  and  his  successors, 
the  foundations  of  the  planned  econ- 
omy laid  the  basis  for  massive  ad- 
vancement by  the  most  oppressed 
and  impoverished  minority  nation- 
alities and  peoples,  such  as  those  in 
the  Soviet  Central  Asian  republics. 
But  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  simul- 
taneously served  to  foster  reactionary 
Russian  nationalists  like  Pamyat  as 
well  as  petty-bourgeois  nationalist 
currents  in  many  of  the  non-Russian 
republics,  which  sought  to  assert  the 
supposed  “right”  of  their  nationality 
to  lord  it  over  the  other  peoples.  Gor- 
bachev’s perestroika,  with  its  appeal 
to  decentralization  and  market  forces, 
fueled  the  aspirations  of  the  more 
economically  advanced  republics  for 
an  even  greater  slice  of  the  pie. 

The  ICL  did  not  consider  the 
boundaries  of  the  Soviet  Union  to 
be  sacrosanct.  We  upheld  the  right 
of  self-determination  of  the  various 
nations  of  the  USSR — i.e.,  the  right 
to  secede  and  form  an  independent 
state — except  where  it  served  as  a cover 
for  counterrevolution.  Our  adherence  to 
the  class  line  meant  that  we  opposed  pro- 
imperialist movements  such  as  the  Sajudis 
in  Lithuania,  whose  call  for  “independ- 
ence” was  a fig  leaf  for  counterrevolution. 
The  Sajudis  also  sought  to  marginalize  the 
ethnic  Russian  population  in  the  Baltics. 
For  their  part,  the  pseudo-Trotskyists  in- 
discriminately supported  petty-bourgeois 
nationalists,  no  matter  how  reactionary:  a 
gross  example  was  Ernest  Mandel’s  en- 
thusing over  the  Forest  Brothers  in  Esto- 
nia, who  had  fought  alongside  the  Nazis 
in  World  War  II.  Without  the  social  base 
of  a genuine  bourgeoisie,  such  as  existed 
in  West  Germany  for  the  takeover  of  the 
DDR.  nationalism  became  both  a key 
driving  force  for  capitalist  restoration  in 
the  Soviet  Union  and  much  of  East 
Europe,  and  a product  of  the  counter- 
revolution. Thus  the  disintegration  of  the 
Soviet  Union  unleashed  a wave  of  fratri- 
cidal national  conflicts  and  communalist 
bloodletting,  with  a resurgence  of  fascist 
and  nationalist  groupings. 

ICL’s  Initial  Attempts  to 
intersect  Soviet  Workers 

As  early  as  1984,  as  President  Ronald 
Reagan  ratcheted  up  the  threats  against 
the  Soviet  Union,  we  made  attempts  to 
get  our  propaganda  into  the  hands  of 
Soviet  citizens  by  sending  a team  there 
with  our  key  documents.  In  1989.  Soviet 
merchant  marine  sailors,  touring  balleri- 
nas. circus  performers  and  many  other 
Soviet  citizens  who  visited  the  West  were 
greeted  on  the  docks,  by  a .stage  door 
entrance,  or  wherever  else  possible  by  a 
team  of  Spartacists  distributing  our  "plain 
manila  envelope." 

The.se  packets  contained  our  cover  let- 
ter and  Russian-language  versions  of  key 
Trotsky  writings.  In  Spartacist  (English- 
language  edition  No.  41-42,  Winter  1987- 
88).  we  adverti.sed  in  Russian  Trotsky's 
four-volume  Bulletin  of  the  Left  Opposi- 
tion and  reprinted  key  excerpts  from  the 
1938  Transitional  Program  of  Trotsky's 
Fourth  International. 


Left:  Soviet  miners 
on  strike,  summer 
1989.  Right:  Miners 
at  October  1990 
congress  in 
Donetsk  bought 
hundreds  of  copies 
of  Russian-language 
Spartacist  Bulletin 
titled  “What 
Trotskyism  Is." 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


April  1994  ICL 
meeting  in  Moscow 
announcing 
publication  of 
first  ever  Russian- 
language  edition  of 
Leon  Trotsky's  The 
Third  /nfernaf/ona/ 
After  Len/n. 
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Sparlacist 


By  the  winter  of  1989-90  the  political 
arena  in  the  Soviet  Union  had  opened  up 
to  the  point  where  it  became  feasible  for 
us  to  make  a trip  there  in  the  name  of  the 
ICL.  During  that  visit,  a meeting  with 
the  United  Front  of  Toilers  (O.F.T.),  a 
group  associated  with  working-class-based 
movements  across  the  Soviet  Union,  was 
invaluable  in  revealing  the  vast  gulf 
between  outward  appearances  from  afar 
and  the  reality  on  the  ground.  When  we 
asked  two  O.F.T.  leaders  what  their  posi- 
tion was  on  the  need  to  smash  Pamyat, 
one  of  them  explained  that  if  the  O.F.T. 
came  out  against  Pamyat  it  would  lose 
half  its  membership.  This  is  what  seventy 
years  of  Stalinist  Great  Russian  chauvin- 
ism had  produced!  We  immediately  got 
out  of  the  O.F.T  office. 

By  September  1990  the  continued 
openings  made  it  possible  for  the  ICL  to 
establish  a permanent  presence  in  the 
USSR,  initially  with  comrade  Martha 
Phillips  and,  later,  myself.  The  ICL 
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Tens  of  thousands  of  ICL's  August 
1991  Russian-language  leaflet,  "Soviet 
Workers;  Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  Coun- 
terrevolution!” were  distributed  in 
Soviet  Union. 

published  the  first  issue  of  our  Russian- 
language  journal  Byidleien ' Spanakov- 
tsev  {Sparlacist  Bulletin)  in  October 
1990.  The  lead  piece  was  “What  Trotsky- 
ism Is.”  This  was  a translation  of  a pam- 
phlet {Trotskyism:  What  It  Isn  7 and  What 
It  Is!)  produced  for  our  intervention  into 
the  DDR.  in  which  we  presented  our 
authentic  Trotskyism  as  the  revolutionary 
continuity  of  Bolshevism  in  sharp  differ- 
entiation from  the  fake  Trotskyists  who 
supported  "democratic”  counterrevolu- 
tion in  East  Europe  and  advocated  the 
same  in  the  USSR.  Around  the  same 
lime,  the  ICL  published  our  first  Russian- 
language  leaBet  for  mass  distribution: 
"Soviet  Workers:  Smash  Yeltsin/Gorbachev 
500-Day  Plan!”  You  can  read  translations 
of  these  materials  in  the  bound  volumes  of 
Workers  Vanguard  of  that  period  and  in 
Sparlacist.  especially  English-language 
edition  No.  45-46  (Winter  1990-91). 

A good  example  of  the  situation  in  the 
country  at  the  time  was  the  October  1990 
Soviet  coal  miners  congress  held  in 
Donetsk.  Ukraine.  Donetsk  had  been  a 
focal  point  of  a nationwide  coal  strike  in 
1989  that  Gorbachev  managed  to  defuse. 
But  as  the  planned  economy  was  disman- 
tled and  ever  greater  market  chaos  hit  the 
working  class,  the  miners  were  again  hit 
the  hardest.  It  was  their  desperate  condi- 
tions that  propelled  the  Soviet  coal  min- 
ers to  form  a new  union,  the  Independent 
Union  of  Miners  (NPG).  As  soon  as  we 


learned  of  this  congress  to  form  the  NPG. 
we  took  a train  to  Donetsk  and  gave  the 
congress  organizers  u set  of  our  interna- 
tional and  Russian-language  literature. 
They  issued  us  guest  credentials. 

As  the  congress  convened,  we  discov- 
ered that  every  agency  of  the  bourgeoisie 
was  there  in  the  hopes  of  turning  this  new 
miners  union  into  a Soviet  version  of 
counterrevolutionary  Polish  Solidamos'd. 
In  the  front  rows  were  representatives  of 
the  U.S.  and  British  embassies  and  the 
AFL-CIO's  Freedom  House.  This  cabal 
also  included  a representative  of  the  CIA's 
longtime  Russian  "labor"  decoy,  the  out- 
right Hitlerite  fascist  National  Alliance  of 
Russian  Solidarists  (NTS).  This  despised 
remnant  of  the  "Russian  Liberation  Army" 
that  fought  on  the  side  of  Hitler  in  World 
War  II  was  then  working  within  the 
Soviet  Union  with  the  additional  public 
relations  help  of  the  anti-Communist, 
fake-Trotskyist  British  Workers  Power 
(WP)  group.  WP  had  toured  NTS  “coal 
miner"  Yuri  Buichenko  around  Britain  in 
July  of  that  same  year,  knowing  full  well 
of  his  NTS  ties.  In  London.  Butchenko 
had  shared  a stage  with  the  scab  British 
"Union  of  Democratic  Miners”  (UDM). 

The  UDM  was  an  anti-Communist  out- 
fit formed  and  financed  in  an  attempt  to 
break  the  great  British  coal  strike  of 
1984-85.  That  strike  was  led  by  Arthur 
Scargill's  National  Union  of  Minework- 
ers  (NUM).  During  that  British  coal 
strike,  the  Soviet  miners  had  raised  a 
huge  solidarity  fund  for  the  NUM.  total- 
ing 1.5  million  pounds  sterling.  This 
Soviet  aid  was  a powerful  countermeas- 
ure to  the  redbaiting  campaign  against 
Scargill  and  the  NUM  conducted  by  the 
Tory  government  of  Margaret  Thatcher 
and  abetted  by  both  the  "left”  and  right 
wings  of  Neil  Kinnock’s  Labour  Party. 
Five  years  later.  “Soviet  coal  miner"  Yuri 
Butchenko  toured  Britain  in  support  of 
the  scab  UDM  slander  campaign  against 
Scargill,  spreading  the  lie  that  he  had  sto- 
len £10  million  from  Soviet  miners' 
donations  to  the  NUM.  In  Donetsk  in 
1990,  this  “AFL-CIA”  road  show  was 
pushing  Soviet  miners  in  the  name  of 
anti-Communism  to  repudiate  their  past 
support  to  Scargill.  Though  there  were 
only  two  of  us  Spartacists  at  this  confer- 
ence. we  played  a crucial  role  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  congress  not  to  pursue  the 
UDM's  appeal  to  denounce  Scargill.  The 
presidium  took  a set  of  WV  articles  on  the 
UDM  strikebreakers.  Night  after  night  we 
had  spirited  discussions  with  miners  from 
across  the  USSR.  As  a result,  delegations 
took  back  whole  stacks  of  our  bulletin  to 
their  mining  regions. 

To  be  sure,  the  NPG  tops  were  later 
drawn  into  Yeltsin's  machinations.  But  at 
the  lime  of  this  founding  congress,  the 
base  was  still  in  flux  and  its  leaders  had 
to  pay  attention  to  what  representatives 
of  the  labor  movement  from  abroad  had 
to  say  about  scabs.  The  NPG  was  not  a 
ready-made  creature  of  the  imperialists. 

August  1991, 

Yeltsin-Bush  Countercoup 

In  1990.  the  newly  elected  head  of  the 
Rus.sian  Soviet  Republic.  Boris  Yeltsin, 
emerged  as  the  champion  of  the  pro- 


Western  "democrats."  Opposing  them  were 
the  so-called  "conservatives"  or  "patri- 
ots" of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  based  in 
the  military,  industrial  management  and 
the  apparatus  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
the  Soviet  Union  (CPSU).  Some  of  them 
such  as  Nina  Andreyeva  called  them- 
selves true  Leninists  and  many  of  them 
denounced  the  ruinous  results  of  market 
chaos.  But  these  “conservatives"  were  not 
committed  to  preserving  a collectivized 
economy  or  even  the  old  Stalinist  order. 
Their  main  difference  with  the  "demo- 
crats” was  that  they  opposed  dismember- 
ing the  centralized  USSR-wide  state 
structures.  These  “patriots”  wanted  to  intro- 
duce capitalism  more  slowly  and  along 
channels  more  beneficial  to  themselves. 

On  20  August  1 99 1 . a new  trans-Soviet 
"treaty"  was  to  be  signed.  The  main 
change  was  to  be  a substantial  transfer  of 
political,  military  and  financial  powers 
from  the  central  organs  of  the  USSR,  to 
the  governments  of  the  Soviet  Union’s 
constituent  republics.  At  that  point  the 
latter  were  bastions  of  the  "democrats.” 
while  the  "patriots"  resisted  the  weaken- 
ing of  the  centralized  Soviet  state.  At  the 
very  last  minute,  on  the  morning  of  19 
August  1 99 1 . a group  of  Gorbachev's  lieu- 
tenants declared  they  were  taking  power 
in  the  Kremlin  in  the  name  of  the  State 
Emergency  Committee  (EC).  The  new  pact 
was  put  on  hold. 

Tanks  and  armored  personnel  carriers 
rolled  into  Moscow  all  day.  I went  among 
them  and  found  that  neither  the  troops  nor 
their  commanders  had  the  slightest  idea 
of  what  they  had  been  summoned  for.  For 
reasons  I will  explain  in  a moment,  the 
EC  never  dared  to  issue  written  orders  to 
act  against  Yeltsin. 

In  contrast  to  the  hapless  EC.  Yeltsin 
knew  exactly  what  to  do.  He  organized  a 
countercoup.  Yeltsin  denounced  the  EC 
as  an  attempt  to  restore  the  “Communist” 
system  and  set  up  barricades  around  the 
"White  House,”  the  seat  of  his  Russian 
Presidential  administration.  The  Ameri- 
can Embassy  was  in  close  communica- 
tion with  Yeltsin. 

In  the  evening  of  August  19,  Presi- 
dent George  Bush  Sr.  issued  a categoric 
statement  rejecting  the  EC's  services  as 
stand-ins  for  Gorbachev  (who  was  con- 
veniently absent  during  the  critical  days). 


On  August  2 1 , Bush  pul  a call  through  to 
the  EC  and  told  them  that  Yeltsin  was  his 
man.  That  sealed  the  fate  of  the  EC.  They 
were  not  looking  to  preserve  the  USSR  as 
a workers  state;  they  were  just  as  commit- 
ted as  Yeltsin  to  "partnership”  with  the 
West.  Bush's  declaration  dashed  their 
hopes.  That  is  why  they  never  look  any 
military  action  against  Yeltsin — their 
"coup"  was  over  before  it  started. 

Counterrevolution  in  the 
Streets  of  Moscow 

On  August  19  the  privileged  center  of 
Moscow  was  abuzz  with  the  intelligentsia 
rallying  to  Yeltsin.  Three  days  later,  as 
thou.sands  of  Yeltsinile  yuppies  cheered, 
a massive  crane  provided  by  the  Ameri- 
can Embassy  pulled  down  the  statue  of 
Feliks  Dzerzhinsky.  Bolshevik  leader  of 
Polish  origins,  and  architect  of  the  revo- 
lutionary All-Russian  Extraordinary  Com- 
mission to  Combat  Counterrevolution  and 
Sabotage  (Cheka),  which  was  founded  in 
1917  after  the  Bolshevik  Revolution. 

The  most  obscene  desecration  was  of 
the  statue  of  Yakov  Sverdlov,  the  central 
organizer  of  the  Bolshevik  Party,  the  first 
head  of  the  Soviet  state  in  1917-18  and  a 
Jew.  The  fascists  not  only  dragged  away 
his  statue,  they  impaled  its  foundation 
with  a wooden  Christian  cross,  and 
burned  the  tree  next  to  it  down  to  the 
ground.  The  nearby  statue  of  Karl  Marx 
was  also  defaced  with  graffiti  and  filth. 

Last  but  not  least,  the  fake  Trotskyists, 
anarchists  and  social  democrats  brought 
up  the  rear  of  Yeltsin-Bush  counterrevolu- 
tion. Most  were  on  Yeltsin’s  barricades 
only  in  spirit — they  had  no  presence  in 
the  USSR — but  they  did  what  they  could 
to  cheer  on  this  attack  on  the  world  pro- 
letariat. Rather  than  take  the  time  now  to 
detail  this  list  of  infamy.  I refer  you  to  our 
article  “Traitors.  Not  Trotskyists — Cheer- 
leaders for  Yeltsin's  Counterrevolution.” 
WV  No.  535  (27  September  1992). 

But  among  the  tendencies  that  literally 
were  there  on  the  Yeltsin-Bush  barri- 
cades. 1 want  to  mention  one  in  particu- 
lar. At  the  time  it  was  the  British-based 
group  known  as  the  Militant  Tendency, 
led  by  the  late  Ted  Grant.  Today  it  is 
represented  by  its  two  descendants:  the 
Committee  for  a Workers'  International. 

continued  on  page  10 
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of  Yeltsin’s  barricades,  both  were  part  of  Ted  Grant's  Militant  Tendency,  whose  Russian  newspaper* Rabochaya  Demokratiya  (6ctober”l99t)  boasted:  “On  the 
Barricades  in  Moscow..."  "...And  in  Leningrad.” 


Lett:  Crane  supplied  by  U.S.  Embassy  removes  statue  of  Boishevik  leader  Feliks  Dzerzhinsky  during  August  1991  countercoup  by  Boris  Yeltsin.  < 
addresses  counterrevolutionary  rabble  at  base  of  statue:  graffiti  reads.  “Lenin  butcher  of  Russia."  Right:  Alan  Woods  (far  right)  with  Sergei  Biets  ii 
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Revolution... 

(coniinued  from  page  9) 

led  by  Peter  Taaffe.  and  the  International 
Marxist  Tendency,  led  by  Alan  Woods. 
Today  both  of  these  fakers  swear  they 
were  nowhere  near  Yeltsin's  White  House. 
But  in  the  WV  No.  828  article  on  the 
Taaffeites  that  I referenced  earlier  you 
can  read  the  front-page  headlines  of  their 
then  common  newspaper.  Rabochaya 
Demokmtiya  (October  1991),  that  trum- 
peted: “Where  We  Were"  and  “On  the 
Barricades  in  Moscow.” 

In  the  course  of  August  19,  the  EC 
members  began  to  drop  out.  check  in  to 
hospitals,  etc.  In  the  terminal  collapse  of 
Stalinist  rule,  not  a single  wing  of  the 
bureaucracy  put  up  a fight  against  the 
Yeltsin-Bush  onslaught.  Just  the  opposite, 
many  of  the  openly  counterrevolutionary 
gangs  who  defended  Yeltsin’s  White 
House  in  August  had  just  spilled  out  of 


Union,  we  wrote  that  workers  mobiliza- 
tions should  have  cleaned  out  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary rabble  on  Yeltsin's  barri- 
cades. This  could  have  then  opened  the 
rOad  to  proletarian  political  revolution: 
"While  Yeltsin  &'Co,  now  see  a clear 
field  to  push  through  a forced-draft  rein- 
troduciion  of  capitalism,  the  outcome  is 
not  yet  definitively  decided  . Opposition 
from  the  factories  against  the  ravages  of 
capitalist  assault  could. ..prevent  the  rapid 
consolidation  of  counterrevolution." 
Hi.story  records  that  the  ICL's  call  was 
the  first  published  leftist  protest  against 
Yeltsin-Bush  counterrevolution.  It  was  a 
message  of  revolutionary  intransigence 
and  a clarion  call  to  action.  And  it  branded 
those  responsible  for  the  catastrophe: 
“Bankrupt  Stalinism  Opens  Floodgates  to 
Capitalist  Restoration.” 

We  did  not  rush  to  conclude  that  the 
Soviet  workers  state  had  ceased  to  exist. 
This  had  to  be  confirmed  one  way  or  the 
other  by  events.  To  the  extent  that  our 
meager  forces  allowed,  we  attempted  to 
help  spark  working-class  action  against 
the  counterrevolutionary  forces  and  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  in  defense 
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Russian  supporters  of  Peter 
Taaffe  (inset)  welcomed 
fascists  of  National  Bolshevik 
Party  (NBP)  to  1998  May  Day 
Moscow  forum  by  Taaffe. 
Above:  NBP  depiction  of 
“idear  member,  modeled  after 
Hitler’s  stormtroopers. 


the  disintegrating  CPSU.  or  were  still 
even  in  it.  General  Alexander  Rutskoi. 
vice  president  of  Yeltsin's  openly  pre- 
capitalist Russian  government  that  was 
elected  on  the  eve  of  the  August  counter- 
coup. was  the  head  of  a faction  within 
the  CPSU.  the  "Democratic  Party  of  the 
Communists  of  Russia.”  Later  Rutskoi 
and  other  prominent  "patriots”  such  as 
KGB  General  Alexander  Sterligov  came 
out  as  opponents  of  Yeltsin’s  government. 
But  in  August  1991,  they  were  the  key 
While  House  defenders.  As  Yeltsin’s  vice 
president,  Rutskoi  broke  the  1992  air 
traffic  controllers  strike.  It  was  estimated 
that  three-fourths  of  Yeltsin’s  government 
apparatus  was  made  up  of  former  CPSU 
party  bosses. 

August  1991:  Proletarian 
Political  Revolution  or 
Capitalist  Counterrevolution 

The  ascendancy  of  Boris  Yeltsin's 
capitalist-restorationist  forces  in  August 
1991  was  a pivotal  event  determining  the 
fate  of  the  Soviet  Union.  But  it  was  not 
conclusive.  There  was  no  longer  a cen- 
tral Soviet  government  presiding  over 
USSR  state  organs  or  the  governments  of 
the  constituent  republics.  The  regimes  in 
Russia.  Ukraine  and  elsewhere  did  not 
rest  on  the  solid  foundation  of  coherent 
national  capitalist  classes.  The  new  entre- 
preneurs were  little  more  than  party  cro- 
nies. gangs  of  petty  speculators  and  mafia 
hoods.  Even  though  USSR  state  organs 
such  as  the  Soviet  Armed  Forces.  KGB 
and  Militia  were  to  varying  degrees  frac- 
tured. they  were  still  in  place.  Yeltsin  and 
Co.  had  not  yet  consolidated  their  own 
forces  dedicated  to  capitalist  rule. 

In  our  August  1991  article.  "Soviet 
Workers:  Defeat  Yeltsin-Bush  Counter- 
revolution!" which  was  immediately  trans- 
lated into  Russian  and  distributed  in  over 
100.000  copies  throughout  the  Soviet 


of  collectivized  property  forms.  Mean- 
while, Yeltsin  was  moving  to  rapidly  con- 
solidate a capitalist  state  apparatus.  The 
Soviet  military  command  was  purged, 
dismembered  and  recast  into  national 
armies,  sworn  to  defend  the  anti-Soviet 
capitalist  regimes. 

The  Reactionary  Legacy 
of  Stalinism 

On  7 March  1992  those  Stalinists  who 
lost  out  in  Yeltsin’s  August  1991  coup 
entered  into  a formal  bloc  with  Russian 
fascists  and  other  right-wing  nationalists 
in  a “‘red’-brown  coalition."  This  was 
even  codified  in  a formal  "Declaration  of 
the  Founding  of  the  United  Opposition" 
in  which  they  pledged  to  join  a gov- 
ernment of  national  unity  for  the  pur- 
po.se  of  combining  "all  the  spiritual  and 
cultural  traditions  developed  at  ail  stages 
of  our  history”!  The  signatories  pledged 
to  suppress  any  clash  between  “red" 
oppositionists  and  “white”  monarchists 
and  fascists. 

Virtually  every  prominent  Stalinist  and 
social-democratic  organization  in  Russia, 
from  Viktor  Anpilov’s  newly-founded 
Russian  Communist  Workers  Party  to 
Gorbachev’s  Socialist  Party  of  Labor, 
joined  with  fascist,  clerical  and  milita- 
rist “partners"  in  further  injecting  tsarist 
Great  Russian  chauvinism  into  the  veins 
of  the  Soviet  proletariat.  By  June  1992 
the  "red-brown”  demonstrations  reached 
a fever  pitch.  They  surrounded  Moscow’s 
TV  tower,  chanting  the  traditional  slogan 
of  Black  Hundreds  terror:  "Beat  the  Yids. 
Save  Russia!" 

You  can  read  more  about  this  in  a leaf- 
let we  distributed  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  titled  “Stalinist  Has-Beens:  Left 
Wing  of  Nationalist  Counterrevolution” 
(WNo.  561,  IbOctober  1992).  You  will 
also  find  there  the  disgraceful  record  of  the 
splinters  of  the  Militant  Tendency  in  the 


USSR  that  quickly  competed  for  a non- 
existent niche  of  a "Labourite”  left  bank 
on  the  “red-brown”  swamp.  Opposing  any 
fight  to  save  the  workers  .state,  they  sought 
to  pressure  the  “red-brown"  nationalists 
to  advocate  populist-corporalisl  schemes, 
issuing  appeals  that  avoided  any  mention 
of  chauvinism  or  anti-Semitism. 

We  exposed  the  "red-browns"  by 
devoting  an  entire  issue  of  ByuHelen' 
Spariakovtsev  No.  3 (Spring  1992)  to  the 
fight  for  a Leninist  party  as  a tribune  of 
the  people.  Wc  politically  fought  against 
every  form  of  national  chauvinism,  anti- 
Semitism.  and  anti-woman  and  anti-gay 
bigotry  that  was  roiling  the  brown  tide  of 
capitalist  counterrevolution. 

It  was  right  in  this  period  that  our  lead- 
ing spokesman  in  Moscow,  comrade  Mar- 
tha Phillips,  was  murdered  at  her  post. 
Her  body  was  discovered  by  comrades  on 
the  morning  of  9 February  1992.  the  day 
of  a major  anti- Yeltsin  rally.  We  launched 
international  protests  demanding  a seri- 
ous investigation,  but  to  no  avail.  She 
paid  (he  ultimate  price  to  plant  the  flag 
of  the  ICL  on  the  last  barricades  in 
defense  of  the  gains  of  October.  You 
can  read — you  must  read — the  many 
moving  tributes  to  her  in  Prometheus 
Research  Series  No.  6.  a special  volume 
dedicated  to  three  women  leaders  of  the 
ICL.  and  in  the  many  moving  tributes  to 
Martha  presented  at  memorial  meetings 
around  the  world.  These  are  published  in 
WV  Nos.  546-548  (6  March,  20  March 
and  3 April  1992). 

There  was  working-class  resistance — 
strikes  and  protests — to  the  Yeltsin  regime. 
But  these  were  sporadic  and  ineffective. 
By  late  1992  there  was  nothing  left  of  the 
Soviet  Army,  or  any  other  All-Union 
structures.  Instead  of  a proletarian  politi- 
cal revolution  breaking  up  the  nascent 
regimes  of  social  counterrevolution,  the 
dismemberment  of  the  USSR  into  new 
capitalist  states  and  statelets  tore  apart  the 
living  fabric  of  the  multinational  Soviet 
proletariat. 

After  nearly  70  years  of  Stalinist  usur- 
pation of  political  life,  and  now  further 
paralyzed  by  CIA-supported  pro- Yeltsin 
"free  trade  unions”  and  the  virulent  chau- 
vinist poison  of  numerous  Stalinist  rem- 
nants, the  multinational  Soviet  working 
class  became  overwhelmed  by  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary tide.  The  August  1991 
events  (coup  and  countercoup)  ultimately 
proved  to  have  been  decisive  in  the 
direction  of  the  development  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  In  the  absence  of  concerted  prole- 
tarian action,  the  Yeltsin  regime  carried 
out  a piecemeal  consolidation  of  the 
counterrevolution. 

Only  when  it  was  clear  in  the  course  of 
the  next  year  that  the  working  class  was 
not  going  to  move  against  Yeltsin  did  we 


conclude  that  the  Soviet  workers  state  had 
been  definitively  destroyed.  In  the  fall  of 
1992.  the  Second  International  Conference 
of  the  ICL  determined  that  “the  degener- 
ated workers  state  of  Stalin  and  his  heirs 
has  been  destroyed”  and  “a  capitalist  state, 
however  fragile  and  reversible,  has  been 
created”  (Spartacist  English-language  edi- 
tion, No.  47-48,  Winter  1992-93). 

Our  programmatic  conclusion  was  that 
the  Soviet  workers  state  could  not  be 
revived  by  a workers  political  revolution. 
A new  workers  state— or  slates — would 
have  to  be  forged  through  proletarian 
socialist  revolution,  led  by  an  interna- 
tionalist Leninist-Trotskyist  party,  that 
would  sweep  away  Yeltsin  and  his  ilk. 

We  continued  our  work  in  the  former 
USSR  after  the  Soviet  degenerated  work- 
ers state  had  been  destroyed.  In  the  wake 
of  a historic  defeat  it  was  not  possible 
for  us  to  recruit  masses,  no  matter  how 
thoroughly  our  program  had  been  vindi- 
cated in  the  negative.  But  it  was  possible, 
and  vital,  for  us  to  seek  out  the  excep- 
tional. small  numbers  of  activist-workers 
and  students  who  had  gone  through  this 
experience  and  shared  our  determination 
to  preserve  its  dearly  bought  lessons  for 
the  future. 

One  example  is  our  intervention  into 
the  Donetsk  coal  miners  strike  of  1993. 
It  was  the  first  major  labor  action 
against  one  of  the  new  capitalist  regimes. 

continued  on  page  12 


June  1993  rally  of 
striking  Donetsk 
miners  in  Ukraine. 

Slogans  include, 
"Nationalism  Shall 
Not  Pass!!!”  Right: 
ICL  distributed 
Russian-language 
supplement  titled 
How  the  Soviet 
Workers  Sfafe 
Was  Strangled  to 
striking  miners. 
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UAW... 

(continued  from  page  J) 

rapidly  lead  to  the  total  collapse  of  the 
auto  industry,  particularly  GM.  argue  for 
using  the  threat  of  bankruptcy  as  a sword 
of  Damocles  over  the  head  of  the  UAW  to 
wring  out  even  greater  concessions  as  a 
condition  for  a bailout. 

An  op*ed  piece  in  the  New  York  Times 
(16  November)  by  retired  Army  general 
and  former  NATO  commander  Wesley 
Clark,  titled,  “What’s  Good  for  G.M.  Is 
Good  for  the  Army.”  argued  for  a bailout 
package  for  the  Big  Three  as  a “national 
security  imperative.  ” Clark  is  representa- 
tive of  that  wing  of  the  U.S.  bourgeoisie 
which  understands  that  to  maintain  and 
project  its  military  power  abroad,  the  U.S. 
needs,  as  he  put  it.  “a  strong  industrial 
ba,sc."  In  fact,  the  main  armament  for 
the  well-known  M-1  Abrams  tank  was 
designed  in  Germany. 

A New  York  Times  ( 1 December)  article 
notes  that  as  part  of  presenting  a “viable" 
bailout,  the  auto  companies  "may  ask  to 
delay  the  billions  of  dollars  they  planned 
to  contribute  to  a health  care  fund”  for  the 
workers.  New  York  Times  {22  November) 
business  columnist  Joe  Nocera  pul  it 
baldly;  "It  is  critical  for  General  Motors 
to  be  able  to  break  its  contracts  with  both 
its  unions  and  its  dealers.  It  needs  to  dra- 
matically reduce  its  legacy  benefits,  per- 
haps even  eliminating  health  care  benefits 
for  union  retirees.  It  needs  to  close  plants. 
It  needs  to  pay  its  workers  what  Toyota 
workers  are  paid  in  the  United  States — 
and  not  a penny  more."  For  his  part.  Get- 
telfinger  has  already  declared. ""We’re  pre- 
pared to  go  back  to  the  bargaining  table.'” 

As  a positive  example  for  his  plan  to  gut 
the  UAW.  Nocera  points  to  the  1979  bail- 
out of  Chrysler,  where  the  UAW  bureau- 
crats shoved  concessions  down  the  work- 
ers’ throats  with  the  threat  that  if  they  did 
not  swallow  them  they  would  lose  their 
jobs.  Chrysler  stayed  open,  increasing  its 
profitability,  while  lens  of  thousands  of 
workers  lost  their  jobs,  and  those  who 
didn’t  were  relentlessly  driven  to  increase 
productivity.  For  his  services.  UAW  head 
Doug  Fraser  got  a seat  on  Chrysler's 
board  of  directors.  Over  some  25  years, 
GM.  Ford  and  Chrysler  have  axed  more 
than  700,000  jobs  in  the  U.S..  reducing 
UAW  membership  from  1 .6  million  to 
500.000,  of  whom  only  1 50.000  work  for 
the  Big  Three, 

In  our  article  on  the  Chrysler  bailout, 
“No  Government  Handout  for  Bosses! 
Whatever  Chrysler’s  Worth — Give  It  to 
the  Workers!"  (WV  No.  238,  17  August 
1979).  we  wrote: 

‘The  only  way  workers  can  hope  to  sal- 
vage this  situation  of  sunk  companies  is  to 
seize  them.  Not  piracy  but  mutiny.  What 
then?  Either  Chrysler  is  broke  or  it  isn’t. 
If  it  is  broke  then  the  workers  ought  to 
democratically  elect  a board  to  liquidate 
Chrysler.  But  not  a cent  to  the  Wall  Street 
shareholders  of  Chrysler!  Let  the  stocks, 
bonds  and  bank  debts  go  down  the  tubes. 
All  the  money  from  the  sale  of  assets 
should  go  to  the  Chrysler  workforce 
including  the  foreign  workers.” 

As  we  argued,  this  proposal  would  have 
provided  more  to  the  workforce  than  any 
government  bailout  scheme  and  repre- 
.sented  a radical  attack  on  capitalist  prop- 
erty rights,  pointing  to  the  need  for 
a revolutionary  struggle  for  a workers 
government  to  expropriate  the  capitalist 
exploiters  and  direct  the  wealth  of  this 
country  toward  satisfying  the  needs  of 
those  whose  labor  produces  it.  not  the 
profits  of  a few. 

Today,  it  is  not  a single  company  that 
is  facing  bankruptcy.  The  current  crisis 
in  auto  is  part  of  a global  financial 
meltdown.  Auto  sales  in  the  U.S.  have 
plummeted  from  16  million  last  year  to 
an  annualized  rate  of  10.2  million  cars. 
Across  the  globe.  German.  Japanese  and 
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GM  workers  in  Strasbourg,  France,  protest  temporary  plant  closures,  October 
28.  Banner  reads:  “Protect  Our  Jobs  and  Salaries.  Not  the  Shareholders' 
Fortunes.” 


other  carmakens  are  scaling  back.  An  arti- 
cle in  Spiegel  online  (25  November)  was 
headlined.  "German  Auto  Industry  Fac- 
ing the  Abyss."  Layoffs  and  plant  clos- 
ings are  threatened  in  France.  Germany 
and  Britain,  Workers  in  Third  World 
countries  like  Mexico,  with  a significant 
auto  indu.stry  comprised  of  U.S.  and  other 
foreign-owned  factories,  will  be  hit  espe- 
cially hard. 

In  this  context,  we  do  not  propose  a 
workers’  auction  of  the  auto  industry, 
which  would  be  tantamount  to  calling  to 
auction  off  the  entire  domestic  capitalist 
economy.  The  current  burgeoning  eco- 
nomic meltdown  highlights  the  destructive 
irrationality  that  is  inherent  to  the  capital- 
ist system.  To  solve  this  problem,  what  is 
desperately  necessary  is  to  arm  the  work- 
ing class  with  a program  of  class  struggle 
against  the  industrial  magnates  and  finan- 
ciers who  have  looted  the  economy,  a pro- 
gram directed  to  the  understanding  that  the 
workers’  interests  lie  in  the  destruction  of 
this  decaying  system  and  its  replacement 
with  a rationally  planned,  socialist  econ- 
omy on  an  international  scale. 

A "Workers’  Bailout"? 

In  an  article  titled  "A  Bailout  for  the 
Auto  Industry?”  {Socialist  Worker  online, 
10  November),  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  opines:  "The  issue 
is — or  should  become — what  kind  of  auto 
industry  bailout  will  take  place....  Call  the 
intervention  what  it  is — nationalization. 
Throw  out  the  management  and  use  their 
compensation  for  investment — and  put 
workers’  committees  in  control  of  produc- 
tion." As  a measure  of  its  touching  faith  in 
the  beneficence  of  the  capitalist  stale,  the 
ISO  feigns  “outrage”  that  “the  govern- 
ment should  finance  Corporate  America’s 
elimination  of  any  more  jobs”  and  pro- 
poses that  “the  Obama  government  should 
insist  on  a moratorium  on  layoffs  and 
guarantees  of  job  security."  Such  refor- 
mist pipe  dreams  are  a repudiation  of  the 
most  elementary  Marxist  understanding 
that  the  capitalist  state — its  cops,  courts, 
military  and  chief  executive — exists  to  de- 
fend capitalist  rule  and  profit  against  the 
working  class,  furthering  its  exploitation 
and  violently  repressing  its  struggles,  not 
to  provide  for  the  workers’  well-being. 

For  its  part.  Workers  World  Party  de- 
mands: “It’s  past  time  for  the  UAW  to  call 
for  workers'  control.  If  there  is  to  be  a 
bailout,  let  it  be  for  us,  the  workers."  In 
the  absence  of  the  working  class  mobi- 
lized in  a revolutionary  battle  against 
capitalist  class  rule,  the  call  for  “workers 
control” — which  is  dual  power  at  the 
point  of  production  during  a revolution- 
ary crisis — simply  amounts  to  the  work- 
ers “managing"  their  own  continued 
exploitation  under  the  continuing  rule  of 
the  anarchic  and  irrational  capitalist  mar- 
ketplace. Moreover,  the  idea  that  the  sell- 
outs who  head  the  UAW.  who  have  sac- 
rificed their  members  on  the  altar'  of 
maintaining  the  competitive  edge  and 
profitability  of  American  capitalism,  are 
going  to  call  for  "workers  control"  is 
about  as  likely  as  pigs  flying. 

The  Transitional  Program,  written  in 
1938  during  the  Great  Depression  by 
Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky,  addressed 
questions  that  are  vital  to  the  proletariat 


today.  Trotsky  put  forward  a series  of 
demands  addressed  to  the  economic  catas- 
trophe facing  the  working  class  and  “unal- 
terably leading  to  one  final  conclusion: 
the  conquest  of  power  by  the  proletariat." 
In  the  face  of  mass  unemployment.  Trot- 
sky called  for  a shorter  workweek  at 
no  loss  in  pay  to  spread  the  available 
work,  for  a massive  program  of  public 
works  and  for  wages  to  rise  with  prices 
to  guard  against  the  ravages  of  inflation. 
To  unmask  the  exploitation,  robbery  and 
fraud  of  the  capitalist  owners  and  the 
swindles  of  the  banks,  he  argued  that  the 
workers  should  demand  that  the  capital- 
ists open  their  books  “to  reveal  to  all 
members  of  society  that  unconscionable 
squandering  of  human  labor  which  is  the 
result  of  capitalist  anarchy  and  the  naked 
pursuit  of  profits.”  Raising  the  call  for  the 
expropriation  of  branches  of  industry  vita! 
for  national  existence,  or  the  most  para- 
sitic of  the  capitalist  rulers,  Trotsky  under- 
lined that  such  a demand  must  necessar- 
ily be  linked  to  the  fight  for  the  seizure  of 
power  by  the  working  class,  as  against  the 
Stalinist  and  social-democratic  mislead- 
ers  for  whom  the  call  for  nationalization 
was  merely  a prescription  for  bailing  out 
capitalist  enterprises. 

In  opposition  to  the  capitalists  and 
their  reformist  agents.  Trotsky  argued: 

“If  capitalism  is  incapable  of  satisfying 
the  demands  inevitably  arising  from  the 
calamities  generated  by  itself,  then  let 
it  perish.  ’Realizability”  or  ’unrealizabil- 
ity'  is  in  the  given  instance  a question  of 
the  relationship  of  forces,  which  can  be 
decided  only  by  the  struggle.  By  means  of 
this  struggle,  no  matter  what  its  immedi- 
ate practical  successes  may  be.  the  work- 
ers will  best  come  to  understand  the 
necessity  of  liquidating  capitalist  slavery.” 

No  to  Chauvinist  Protectionism! 
Organize  the  Unorganized! 

There  is  no  simple  trade-union  solution 
to  the  situation  that  currently  confronts  the 
UAW — the  crisis  underlines  the  bankrupt- 
cy of  capitalism.  But  there  are  demands 
that  can  and  should  be  fought  for  to  pre- 
■serve  and  strengthen  the  fighting  capacity 
of  the  working  class  and  its  allies.  An  ele- 
mentary one  is  the  fight  to  organize  the 
rest  of  the  auto  industry  in  this  country. 
Beginning  in  the  1980s.  many  plants, 
including  those  owned  by  foreign  capital- 
ists, were  set  up  in  the  “open  shop” 
South,  where  historically  racist  Klan  ter- 
ror has  served  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  forces 
of  the  state  to  keep  unions  out.  Any  fight 
to  organize  the  “right  to  work"  South  thus 
poses  the  centrality  of  the  fight  for  black 
rights  for  labor’s  cause.  This  question  is 
all  the  more  important  for  the  UAW.  Over 
20  years  ago.  one  in  four  black  workers 
was  a union  member,  concentrated  in 
industrial  unions  like  auto.  As  the  “last 
hired,  first  fired,"  these  workers  caught 
the  brunt  of  the  mass  layoffs  in  auto 
which  reduced  labor/black  Detroit,  once 
known  as  the  Motor  City,  to  a dying  urban 
wasteland. 

The  deindustrialization  of  America, 
beginning  some  three  decades  ago.  has 
hit  the  black  population  disproportion- 
ately hard.  Official  unemployment  for 
blacks  is  11.4  percent,  but  according  to 
some  economists  the  actual  jobless  rate 
for  all  black  people  of  working  age  is  an 
astounding  42  percent,  in  some  black 


and  Latino  neighborhoods  in  the  Detroit 
metropolitan  area,  one  out  of  every  20 
households  ha.s  been  or  is  in  the  proce.ss 
of  being  foreclosed.  As  an  article  in 
the  South  African  Johannesburg  Sunday 
Times  (26  October)  put  it.  "Motown  is 
now  surely  home  to  the  world’s  most 
skilled  army  of  homeless  people.”  At  the 
same  time,  black  workers  are  at  the  core 
of  many  unions  in  this  country  and  thus 
can  potentially  provide  a living  link  to. 
and  a class-struggle  outlet  for,  the  anger 
of  the  dispossessed  in  the  inner  cities. 

Similarly,  immigrant,  workers,  large 
numbers  of  whom  now  labor  m the  South, 
provide  a vital  bridge  to  the  working  class 
in  Mexico  and  other  Third  World  coun- 
tries, many  of  whom  currently  toil  in  the 
factories  of  American  auto  bosses  that 
have  been  shipped  "offshore.”  In  the  face 
of  the  current  economic  crisis,  immigrant 
workers  in  the  U.S.  are  particularly  vul- 
nerable, as  the  immigration  raids  on 
plants  in  the  South  and  elsewhere  have 
driven  home  with  a cold  and  calculating 
cruelty.  Already,  there  have  been  massive 
layoffs  in  the  heavily  immigrant  con- 
struction industry.  In  the  fight  to  bring 
these  workers  into  the  unions,  labor  must 
demand:  No  deportations!  Full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  all  immigrants! 

While  the  auto  bosses,  the  government 
and  their  media  mouthpieces  call  for 
axing  the  health  care  and  pension  bene- 
fits of  auto  workers  in  order  to  salvage  the 
profitability  of  the  Big  Three,  the  labor 
movement  would  find  many  allies  if  it 
were  to  take  up  the  fight  for  socialized 
medicine — the  expropriation  of  the  para- 
sitic health  care  and  drug  companies,  who 
are  an  immediate  threat  to  the  well-being 
of  just  about  everyone  in  this  country.  A 
fight  to  demand  that  the  government 
extend  unemployment  benefits  and  guar- 
antee the  pensions  of  all  workers,  not 
leaving  them  dependent  on  the  under- 
funded Pension  Benefit  Guaranty  Corpo- 
ration, would  also  gamer  many  allies. 

But  the  fight  for  such  demands  directly 
poses  the  question  of  the  need  for  a 
political  fight  to  oust  the  present  sellout 
union  tops  and  replace  them  with  a class- 
struggle  leadership.  These  "labor  lieuten- 
ants of  the  capitalist  class”  see  the  world 
through  the  same  lens  as  their  "own”  bour- 
geoisie and  its  government.  Thus,  like 
Gettelfinger.  they  seek  to  protect  Ameri- 
can industry  against  "foreign  competi- 
tion.” arguing  that  the  bosses  would  then 
no  longer  be  “forced”  to  extract  givebacks 
in  wages  and  benefits  from  the  workers 
they  employ.  While  decrying  “cheap  labor” 
abroad,  the  UAW  has  done  precious  little 
to  take  on  the  question  of  cheap  labor 
here  in  this  country,  which  abounds  in 
non-union  shops.  Instead.  Gettelfinger 
promises  that  UAW  wages  and  benefits 
will  soon  be  on  a par  with  foreign-owned 
plants  in  the  “open  shop”  South. 

Pro-capitalist  and  nationally  delimited 
in  outlook,  the  labor  bureaucracy  views 
the  "outsourcing"  of  jobs  as  nothing  but 
an  attack  on  the  labor  movement  and  U.S. 
industry.  But  from  the  standpoint  of 
working-class  internationalism,  the  growth 
in  the  ranks  of  the  proletariat  in  the  Third 
continued  on  page  12 
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UAW... 

(continued from  page  II) 

World  means  ihe  growth  of  iniemaliona! 
allies  of  the  U.S.  working  class.  This  can 
be  concretely  seen  in  the  car  plants  of 
Mexico,  which  are  integral  to  auto  pro- 
duction in  North  America.  This  fact  poses 
the  possibility  of  and  necessity  for  joint 
labor  action  between  U.S.  and  Mexican 
auto  workers. 

The  economic  slowdown  in  the  U.S. 
has  been  accompanied  by  increasing  calls 
for  chauvinist  protectionism  by  both 
Democratic  politicians  and  the  trade- 
union  bureaucracy,  with  China  being  a 
particular  target.  In  pushing  trade  protec- 
tionism against  China,  the  labor  tops 
combine  anti-Communism  with  flag- 
waving  national  chauvinism.  During  the 


Cold  War  era.  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy 
was  among  the  most  rabid  supporters  of 
American  imperialism  against  the  Soviet 
Union.  Today,  these  labor  misleaders  are 
directing  their  virulent  hostility  toward 
the  People's  Republic  of  China  in  the 
name  of  “workers*  rights." 

China  is  not  a capitalist  but  a workers 
state,  albeit  one  that  was  bureaucratically 
deformed  from  its  inception.  The  fact  that 
capitalist  rule  was  overthrown  in  China 
by  the  1949  Revolution.  leading  to  the 
building  of  a collectivized  economy,  rep- 
resents a historic  gain  for  the  working 
class  internationally.  Despite  inroads  of 
"market  reforms."  the  core  of  China’s 
economy  remains  collectivized.  The  aim 
of  the  U.S.  and  other  imperialists  is  to 
destroy  the  Chinese  workers  state  and 
restore  bourgeois  rule  in  order  to  turn 
the  Chinese  mainland  into  one  gigantic 


sweatshop  for  the  generation  of  capitalist 
profits.  The  international  working  class 
must  stand  for  the  unconditional  mili- 
tary defense  of  China  against  imperialist 
attack  from  without  and  counterrevolu- 
tion from  within.  At  the  same  time,  we 
call  for  proletarian  political  revolution  to 
oust  the  parasitic  and  nationalist  Stalinist 
bureaucrats  and  to  establish  a regime 
based  on  workers  democracy  and  revolu- 
tionary internationalism. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

In  his  1940  article  ‘Trade  Unions  in  the 
Epoch  of  Imperialist  Decay."  Trotsky 
wrote:  “The  trade  unions  of  our  time  can 
either  serve  as  secondary  instruments  of 
imperialist  capitalism  for  the  subordina- 
tion and  disciplining  of  workers  and  for 
obstructing  the  revolution,  or.  on  the  con- 


trary. the  trade  unions  can  become  the 
instruments  of  the  revolutionary  move- 
ment of  the  proletariat."  Two  possible 
roads  lie  before  the  working  class.  There 
is  the  bureaucracy's  acquiescence  to  what 
is  possible  and  "practical"  under  capital- 
ism, which  has  led  to  disaster.  Or  there  is 
the  revolutionary  strategy  proposed  by  us 
Marxists.  In  the  course  of  sharp  class 
struggles  and  through  patient  education 
on  the  nature  of  capitalist  society,  the 
working  class  will  become  imbued  with 
the  consciousness  of  its  own  historic 
interests  as  a class  fighting  for  itself  and 
for  all  the  oppressed. 

Such  consciousness  requires  a political 
expression.  That  means  a class-struggle 
workers  party,  whose  purpose  is  not  only 
to  improve  the  present  conditions  of  the 
working  class  but  to  do  away  with  the 
entire  system  of  capitalist  wage  slavery.  ■ 


TWU... 

(continued from  page  3) 

the  stock-in-trade  of  Toussaint's  reformist 
opponents  in  the  union,  among  them: 
Steve  Downs,  founding  member  of  the 
now-defunct  union-suing  New  Directions 
(ND)  caucus,  who  is  supported  by  Soli- 
darity; one-time  ND  activist  Marly  Good- 
man. who  is  supported  by  Sociali.st  Action; 
and  Eric  Josephson.  who  called  for  "criti- 
cal"  support  for  Toussaint  in  2000  and  is 
backed  by  the  League  for  the  Revolution- 
ary Party  (LRP).  There  has  been  little 
opposition  from  these  reformists  to  the 
union’s  fealty  to  the  Democratic  Party. 

Writing  that  it  is  "accepted  as  obvi- 
ous by  most  people  that  the  election  of 
Barack  Obama  as  this  country’s  first  Black 
president  would  mark  an  historic  victory 
against  racism."  the  LRP  notes:  “In  one 
sense,  it  would.”  because  “choosing  a 


Black  man"  to  lead  the  U.S.  “would  be  an 
extraordinary  shift”  (Proletarian  Revolu- 
tion, Spring  2008).  Far  from  a “his- 
toric victory  again.st  racism."  the  elec- 
tion of  Obama  will  do  nothing  to  change 
the  nature  of  black  oppression  in  racist 
capitalist  America.  As  for  Solidarity,  it 
supported  the  small-time  capitalist  Green 
Party  candidate  Cynthia  McKinney,  whose 
purpose  in  running  was  simply  to  act  as  a 
shill  for  the  Democratic  Party. 

This  past  June.  Jo.sephson.  who  distrib- 
utes Revolutionary  Transit  Worker  (RTW), 
was  elected  vice-chair  of  the  Track  Divi- 
sion, running  on  a campaign  statement  that 
avoided  the  key  questions  of  class  inde- 
pendence facing  transit  workers.  While  his 
statement  raised  opposition  to  the  occupa- 
tions of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  it  did  not  op- 
pose the  union’s  endorsement  of  Obama, 
who  has  promised  to  keep  troops  in  Iraq 
and  send  even  more  to  Afghanistan. 

In  a letter  to  the  editor,  published  in 


the  22  August  edition  of  The  Chief  under 
the  headline  “Resolve  TWU  Dues  Crisis." 
RTW  supporters  argue  for  a provisional 
dues  “amnesty"  to  restore  members  to 
good  standing  (and  voting  rights)  who 
promise  to  pay  dues  owed;  these  workers 
would  lose  that  status  if  they  fell  behind 
again.  This  is  a thinly  veiled  attempt  to 
garner  votes  by  pandering  to  backward 
workers  who  didn’t  pay  their  dues,  under- 
mining the  union.  Despite  militant- 
sounding rhetoric,  RTW'%  program  at  bot- 
tom is  class  collaboration.  RTW  urged 
that  “Toussaint  & Co.  also  have  to  fight 
vigorously  for  the  restoration  of  our  legal 
right  to  dues  check-off."  With  Toussaint’s 
no-strike  pledge,  RTW  got  what  it  wanted. 

It  is  crucial  to  forge  a union  leadership 
that  will  enter  the  battle  from  the  view- 
point of  class  war,  not  acceptance  of 
capitalist  exploitation  and  oppression. 
Union  struggle  can  defeat  the  MTA’s 
schemes  to  pit  different  sectors  of  the 


workforce  against  each  other,  including 
by  organizing  into  the  TWU  with  full 
pay  and  union  rights  the  “workfare" 
recipients  forced  to  do  transit  jobs  to  get 
welfare  benefits.  Against  the  capitalist 
politicians’  attempts  to  play  off  transit 
riders  against  workers,  a class-struggle 
leadership  would  resurrect  the  TWU’s 
historic  call  for  free  mass  transit.  Rip  out 
the  turnstiles!  The  capitalist  rulers  are 
shelling  out  trillions  of  taxpayers'  money 
to  shore  up  the  parasites  on  Wall  Street. 
The  union  must  fight  for  billions  to 
rebuild  the  mass  transit  system,  which 
the  capitalists  have  let  decay  for  decades. 
Ultimately,  to  free  society  from  the  fet- 
ters of  capitalist  oppression  and  exploita- 
tion and  provide  a decent  living  standard 
for  all,  the  working  class  must  wrest  the 
means  of  production  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  capitalist  class.  For  that,  workers 
need  their  own  party,  a workers  party 
that  fights  for  a workers  government.* 


Russian 

Revolution... 

(continued  from  page  10) 

We  got  a firsthand  feel  of  the  miners’ 
social  power.  The  strike  committees  vir- 
tually look  over  the  city.  We  sent  a team 
that  was  welcomed  by  the  miners.  From 
the  countless  political  conversations  I 
remember  over  the  course  of  Moscow 
Station’s  seven  years,  some  of  the  most 
interesting  and  gratifying  were  those  that 
our  team  had  with  the  Donetsk  coal 
miners.  They  had  occupied  the  city 
square  and  maintained  all-night  vigils. 
We  sat  in  circles,  with  only  the  miners' 
helmet  lamps  to  illuminate  the  ICL's  sup- 
plement; “How  the  Soviet  Workers  State 
Was  Strangled.” 

The  miners  had  been  through  a lot  and 
appreciated  that  our  propaganda  was  not 
focused  on  economic  issues.  They  knew 
that  the  Donetsk  coal  basin  was  near 
exhaustion  and  that  their  social  crisis 
required  a political  program.  But  what 
program?  They  knew  what  they  did  not 
want.  I remember  one  banner  in  particu- 
lar at  a miners’  rally:  “Nationalism  Shall 
Not  Pass!”  You  can  read  the  dramatic 
story  of  this  strike  in  WV  Nos.  578  and 
579  ( 1 8 June  and  2 July  1 993). 


The  1993  strike  opened  up  further  ICL 
work  in  Ukraine,  especially  in  Kiev.  By 
1994  our  success  in  polarizing  local  left- 
ists led  to  an  organized  circle  of  readers 
and  the  beginnings  of  recruitment  from 
among  young  worker  activists.  This  was 
precisely  the  kind  of  growth  that  we  were 
counting  on.  But  our  successes  drew  the 
attention  of  the  authorities  who  unleashed 
a hysterical  outburst  of  media  vilification 
and  legal  repression  against  us.  The  ICL 
was  officially  banned  from  Ukraine.  We 
vigorously  protested  both  internationally 
and  across  the  former  USSR.  At  our 
press  conference  in  Moscow  we  pre- 
sented statements  of  international  soli- 
darity against  the  new  bosses’  campaign 
aimed  at  silencing  all  working-class  and 
leftist  activists.  We  staged  rallies  interna- 
tionally in  defense  of  our  legality,  and  the 
rights  of  workers  to  fight  the  ravages  of 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  But  this  was 
a very  uneven  battle.  Not  only  was  the 
proletariat  demoralized,  so-called  leftists 
like  the  longtime  Russian  supporters  of 
Alan  Woods,  the  Rabochaya  Demokra- 
tiya  group  centered  on  Sergei  Biets,  once 
again  did  their  best  to  help  the  bosses. 
They  actually  sent  us  a revolting  letter 
that  in  effect  endorsed  the  witchhunters’ 
charges  against  us. 

We  were  unable  to  overturn  our  ban- 
ishment from  Ukraine.  This  not  only 


deprived  us  of  precious  new  recruits,  it 
also  tended  to  close  an  important  win- 
dow beyond  the  confines  of  Russia.  At 
the  same  lime,  the  costs  of  maintaining 
our  presence  in  Russia  became  increas- 
ingly untenable.  At  our  21  January  1996 
Plenum  of  the  ICL’s  International  Execu- 
tive Committee,  we  decided  with  great 
regret  to  suspend  our  direct  presence  in 
Russia. 

The  ascendancy  of  counterrevolution 
in  the  former  USSR  and  East  European 
deformed  workers  stales  was  an  unpar- 
alleled defeat  for  working  people  all  over 
the  world.  It  has  created  a “one  super- 
power world"  where  the  U.S.  imperialists 
no  longer  feel  constrained  by  Soviet  mili- 
tary might.  The  victory  of  counterrevolu- 
tion has  devastated  the  ex-Soviet  and  East 
European  proletariats  ideologically  and 
materially.  Alongside  mass  pauperization 
in  the  former  USSR,  it  resulted  in  waves 
of  “ethnic  cleansing"  fratricidal  wars  in 
East  European  countries  like  the  former 
Yugoslavia  and  within  the  former  Soviet 
republics  themselves. 

China  and  the 

Deformed  Workers  States  Today 

I want  to  conclude  by  pointing  out  the 
relevance  of  our  intervention  in  the  DDR 
and  Soviet  Union  to  our  tasks  today. 
China.  North  Korea.  Vietnam  and  Cuba 
are  analogous  societies  to  the  former 
Soviet  Union.  U.S.  politicians,  par- 
ticularly Democrats,  tailed  by  the  pro- 
capitalist  trade-union  bureaucracy,  pro- 
mote China-bashing  and  chauvinist 
protectionism.  They  aim  to  destroy  the 
gains  of  the  1949  Chinese  Revolution 
and  to  re-enslave  China.  That  is  why  we 
hammer  on  the  need  for  unconditional 
military  defense  of  China  and  North 
Korea,  including  their  vital  nuclear  arma- 
ments programs. 

China  is  a volcano  of  social  tension.s 
and  sooner  or  later  it  will  erupt,  shatter- 
ing the  political  structure  of  the  rul- 
ing bureaucratic  caste.  Then  the  choice 
will  be  starkly  posed:  proletarian  politi- 
cal revolution  or  capitalist  restoration. 
Already  many  tens  of  thousands  of  work- 
ers protests  are  breaking  out  every  year. 
A proletarian  political  revolution  in 
China,  establishing  a Chinese  revolution- 
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ary  internationalist  workers  government 
like  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s,  would  truly 
shake  the  world.  It  would  restore  revolu- 
tionary Marxism  to  its  rightful  place  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world  proletariat  and  set 
off  a revolutionary  wave. 

On  the  other  hand,  a counterrevo- 
lutionary destruction  of  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  would  unleash  wars 
and  devastation  even  worse  than  those 
inflicted  on  the  former  Soviet  bloc.  All 
of  East  Asia  would  become  an  arena  of 
a renewed  struggle  between  the  imperial- 
ist powers. 

These  are  the  stakes!  Today  we  are  a 
small,  international,  revolutionary  Marx- 
ist propaganda  group.  We  do  not  know 
the  political  and  organizational  stages  we 
will  pass  through.  But  what  we  do  know 
is  that  the  tide  will  again  turn  and  that 
future  workers  revolutions  will  need  a 
Bolshevik  political  arsenal.  Their  cadres 
must  be  educated  in  the  experiences  of 
the  October  Revolution,  the  early  Com- 
munist International,  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International,  and  the  ICL — the  party  of 
the  Russian  Revolution!  Join  us  in  our 
fight  for  new  Octobers!* 


■dWRMgsT) 
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Subject  Index... 
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Defend  Activists  at  Evergreen  State  College 
(YSp).  #916.  6 June  (6) 

CANADA — And  see  Abu>Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Socialist  Action.  See  also 
Bolshevik  Tendency. 

Outrage  Over  Cop  Taser  Killing  in  Vancouver 
{Spartacist  Cariada) , #907. 1 Feb.  (6) 

The  "Honor"  Killing  of  Aqsa  Pan/ez  {Spartacist 
Canada)  (W&R).  #917.  4 July  (4.  5) 

"Students  for  a Free  Tibet";  Campus 
Counterrevolutionaries  {Spartacist  Canada) 
(YSp),  #924.  7 Nov.  (0) 

Cannon,  James  R — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

See  also  U.S.:  Elections;  Workers  World  Party. 

Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA) — See 
Obituaries;  Torture. 

Change  to  Win — See  Economy;  Immigration. 

Charlie  Wilson's  War — See  International  Socialist 
Organization. 

Chicago — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  Pfatypus 
Affiliated  Society;  Spartacist  League; 
Spartacus  Youth  Clubs;  Transit  Workers.  See 
also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

CHINA — And  see  Canada;  Spartacist  League. 
See  also  Economy;  Food  Crisis;  History  of  the 
Marxist  Movement. 

German  Social  Democracy  Promotes  Capitalist 
Counterrevolution  {Spartakist) . #909,  29  Feb. 
(4.  5.  6,  7.  8.  9) 

Counterrevolutionary  Riots  in  Tibet.  #911. 

28  Mar.  (12.  11)* 

Counterrevolutionary  Riots  in  Tibet  (C).  #917, 

4 July  (2) 

The  Sichuan  Quake  and  the  Contradictions  of 
the  Chinese  Bureaucratically  Deformed 
Workers  State.  #91 7.  4 July  (12,  11) 

Defend  the  Gains  of  the  1949  Chinese 
Revolution!,  #923,  24  Oct.  (3,  4,  5,  6.  7,  11) 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES 

• General— And  see  Torture. 

On  Democrats'  Thought-Crime  Law  (L),  #907, 

1 Feb.  (2) 

Government  Wiretapping:  Big  Brother  Is 
Listening,  #909,  29  Feb.  (1,  10) 

• Cases— And  see  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Black  Question;  Cuba;  Partisan 
Defense  Committee.  See  also  Torture. 

John  White  Must  Go  Free!  Convicted  for 

Defending  Family  Against  Racist  Attack, 

#905.  4 Jan.  (3,  10) 

Jena,  Louisiana;  Drop  Charges  Against 
Anti-Fascist  Protester!.  #907.  1 Feb.  (2)* 

Jena,  Louisiana...  (C),  #908,  15  Feb.  (3) 

Free  Jose  Padilla!  Sentenced  to  17  Years  in 
"War  on  Terror”  Show  Trial,  #908,  15  Feb. 

(12.  10)* 

Free  Jose  Padilla!...  (C),  #909,  29  Feb.  (10) 
Chicago  Gay  Liberation  Network  Activist 
Targeted — Drop  Charges  Against  Andy 
Thayer!.  #914,  9 May  (2) 

Hands  Off  San  Francisco  Eight!  (CSDN),  #915, 
23  May  (2) 

Drop  Charges  Against  Michael  and  Evelyn 
Warren!  (CSDN),  #915,  23  May  (2) 

Mormon  Polygamists— Leave  Them  Alone!, 
#916.  6 June  (16.  15) 

Drop  Charges  Against  Rebel  Diaz  Hip-Hop 
Artists!.  #917.  4 July  (2) 

Chicago  Cops  Arrest  Eleven  After 
Funeral — Drop  All  Charges!,  #919. 

29  Aug.  (2) 

Cops  Attack  DNC  Protest,  Arrest  100,  #919, 

29  Aug.  (4) 

• Hales,  Larry 

Drop  Charges  Against  Denver  Leftist  Larry 
Hales!,  #910.  14  Mar.  (3) 

Charges  Dropped  Against  Larry  Hales  (CSDN), 
#915.  23  May  (2) 

• MOVE  9 

Parole  Hearing  Approaches:  Free  the  MOVE 
Prisoners!.  #910.  14  Mar.  (2,  7) 

Outrage!  Parole  Denied.  #913,  25  Apr.  (6) 

Parole  Denied — Free  the  MOVE  Prisoners! 
(CSDN).  #915,  23  May  (2) 

Civil  Rights  Movement — See  U.S.:  Elections. 

Civil  War.  U.S. — See  Progressive  Labor  Party. 
Colombia— See  Mexico. 

Columbia  University — See  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs. 

Committee  for  a Workers’  International — See 
Northern  Ireland.  See  also  China;  South 
Africa. 

Communist  Party,  Britain— See  Britain. 


Communist  Party,  U.S. —See  Black  Question.  See 
also  Rosenberg,  Julius  and  Ethel;  U.S.: 
Elections. 

Conspiracy  Laws — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 
Cromwell,  Oliver — See  Britain. 

CUBA — And  see  also  New  Orleans;  Obituaries; 
Socialist  Action. 

Defend  the  Cuban  Revolution!.  #909,  29  Feb. 

(1.2) 

Trotskyism  vs.  Castroism— Defend  the  Cuban 
Revolution!.  #915,  23  May  (1,4,  5.  6.  7.  8) 
Free  the  Cuban  Five!,  #915,  23  May  (5) 

Che  Guevara  and  Repression  of  Cuban 
Trotskyists,  #917,  4 July  (7) 

Cuban  Five — See  Cuba. 

Davis,  Troy — See  Death  Penalty. 

DEATH  PENALTY— And  see  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign;  Japan;  Quote  of  the 
Week;  Rosenberg,  Juilus  and  Ethel.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Calls  to  Action;  U.S.:  Elections. 
Supreme  Court:  Retooling  the  Machinery  of 
Death — Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!, 
#907.  1 Feb.  (1.  10.  11) 

Free  Troy  Davis!,  #922,  10  Oct.  (8) 

Stop  the  Execution  of  Troy  Davis!.  #923, 

24  Oct.  (2) 

Denver— See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Dewey.  John — See  U.S.:  General. 

Dreyfus  Affair— See  U.S.:  Elections. 

Dye,  Peggy— See  Obituaries. 

East  Germany— See  China;  History  of  the 
Marxist  Movement. 

ECONOMY— And  see  Auto  Workers.  See  also 
U.S.:  Elections. 

Foreclosures,  Unemployment,  Union  Busting: 
Capitalism  U.S.A.  (S) 

Part  One.  #910,  14  Mar.  (1,8,  9.  10,  11) 

Part  Two.  #911, 28  Mar.  (4.  5.  10.  11) 

Part  Three.  #91 2.  1 1 Apr.  (12,  10.  11) 

Wall  Street  Nightmare  Stalks  Working  People. 

#921,  26  Sept.  (1,  8,  9,  10) 

Financial  Crisis;  Bankruptcy  of  Capitalism. 

#922,  10  Oct.  (1,  6,  7.  0) 

EDUCATION— And  see  Black  Question. 

UCLA:  16  Arrested  at  SDS/SWF  Protest— Drop 
the  Charges!  For  Free.  Quality,  Integrated 
Education  For  All!  (YSp).  #918,  1 Aug.  (4.  5) 

EGYPT 

Protest  Government  Attacks  on  Workers  in 
Egypt!.  #912.  11  Apr.  (2) 

Engels.  Friedrich— See  Britain;  Canada;  Turkey; 
Woman  Question. 

English  Revolution  (1640-60) — See  Britain. 

EPR  (Revolutionary  Army  of  the  Insurgent 
People) — See  Mexico. 

Europe — See  Economy;  Turkey;  U.S.:  Elections. 
Evergreen  6 — See  Campus  Repression. 

Executive  Office — See  U.S.:  Elections. 

FARC  (Revolutionary  Armed  Forces  of 
Colombia) — See  Mexico. 

Farmer  Jr.,  James — See  Black  Question. 

Fascism — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  Germany. 
See  also  History  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

Faulkner.  Maureen — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign. 

Federacidn  de  Maestros  de  Puerto  Rico  (FMPR) — 
See  Puerto  Rico. 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI) — See 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign:  Civil 
Liberties;  General. 

Federal  Reserve — See  Economy. 

FOOD  CRISIS 

Imperialism  Starves  World’s  Poor  (S) 

Part  One,  #919,  29  Aug.  (12.  10.  11) 

Part  Two,  #920,  12  Sept.  (4.  5,  6) 

Foreign  Intelligence  Surveillance  Act  (FISA) — 

See  Civil  Liberties:  General. 

Fourth  International— See  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement. 

France — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

Fraser.  Richard  S.  (Dick)— See  Quote  of  the 
Week.  See  also  Black  Question;  Vietnam 
Antiwar  Movement. 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Coalition — See 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

Freightliner  Five — See  Auto  Workers. 

Galloway,  George — See  Britain. 

GAY  RIGHTS — And  see  also  Bolshevik 
Tendency. 

Reactionary  Ban  on  Same-Sex  Marriage  Passes 
in  California — Full  Democratic  Rights  for 
Gays!.  #925,  21  Nov.  (12.  11) 


General  Motors— See  Auto  Workers. 

GEORGIA — And  see  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Great  Power  Duel  in  Georgia — Democrats, 
Republicans  Saber  Rattle  Against  Russia, 
#919,  29  Aug.  (1.8.  9) 

Georgia  (U.S.  state) — See  Death  Penalty;  Labor. 

GERMANY — And  see  China.  See  also  Abu- 
Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Socialist  Action. 
Anti-Communists  Undermine  Fight  to  Free 
Mumia.  #906,  18  Jan.  (3.  6.  7) 

Popular-Front  Strategy  Disarms  Working  Class 
in  Fight  Against  Fascism — Workers 
Revolution  Will  Avenge  the  Victims  of  the 
Holocaust  {Spartakist),  #926,  5 Dec.  (5) 

Gorbachev.  Mikhail— See  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement. 

Great  Debaters,  The — See  Black  Question. 

Green  Party — See  U.S.:  Elections.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

"Green  Revolution" — See  Food  Crisis. 

Guevara,  Che — See  Cuba.  See  also  Socialist 
Action. 

Guinness  Book  of  World  Records — See 

Abu-Jamal:  Message  from  Death  Row. 

Gun  Control — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Gypsies — See  Italy. 

Hales,  Larry— See  Civil  Liberties:  Hales,  Larry. 

Hampton  Jr.  Fred — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign. 

Hart,  Celia — See  Obituaries;  Venezuela.  See  also 
Cuba;  Socialist  Action. 

Hass,  Ludwik — See  Obituaries. 

Health  Care — See  Nurses. 

Heyman,  Jack— See  Internationalist  Group.  See 
also  Longshoremen. 

Hill,  Christopher— See  Britain. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  MARXIST  MOVEMENT- 
And  see  Trotskyism.  See  also  Black  Question. 
70th  Anniversary  of  Founding  of  Trotsky’s  Fourth 
International.  #922.  10  Oct.  (2.  9) 

We  Are  the  Party  of  the  Russian  Revolution  (S) 
Part  One,  #924.  7 Nov.  (4.  5.  6.  7) 

Part  Two.  #925,  21  Nov.  (0,  9.  10) 

Part  Three.  #926.  5 Dec.  (8,  9, 10,  12) 

Hoffa.  Jimmy — See  Auto  Workers. 

Housing — See  Economy. 

Hurricane  Katrina — See  New  Orleans. 

Hutchinson.  Earl  Ofari — See  Black  Question. 

IMMIGRATION — And  see  Canada;  Nurses; 
South  Africa.  See  also  Britain;  Economy;  Italy; 
Labor;  Meatpackers;  Truck  Drivers. 

Down  With  Feds’  Anti-Immigrant  Raids!,  #916, 

6 June  (1,  14) 

Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrants! 

595  Immigrant  Workers  Rounded  Up  in 
Mississippi,  #920.  12  Sept.  (12,  9) 

Imperial  Sugar — See  Labor. 

Imperialism — See  Food  Crisis;  Quote  of  the 
Week.  See  also  Canada;  Economy;  Mexico; 
Torture. 

Independent  Socialist  League — See  Rosenberg, 
Julius  and  Ethel. 

International  Association  of  Machinists  and 
Aerospace  Workers  (1AM) — See  Aerospace 
Workers;  Labor. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers 
(IBEW) — See  Immigration. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  (IBT)— 

See  Auto  Workers;  Truck  Drivers. 

International  Communist  League — See 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Australia; 
Cuba;  Germany;  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Mexico;  Obituaries;  Socialist 
Action.  See  also  Afghanistan;  Bolshevik 
Tendency;  Britain;  China;  Food  Crisis;  South 
Africa;  U.S.:  Elections. 

International  Concerned  Family  and  Friends  of 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal — See  Abu-Jamal;  Defense 
Campaign. 

International  Labor  Defense  (ILD)— See  Quote  of 
the  Week.  See  also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign. 

International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU) — See  Internationalist  Group; 
Longshoremen;  Truck  Drivers.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal;  Defense  Campaign. 

INTERNATIONAL  SOCIALIST 
ORGANIZATION  (ISO)— And  see  also 
Afghanistan;  Auto  Workers;  Death  Penalty; 
Economy;  Immigration;  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs;  U.S.:  Elections. 

We  Said  "Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!” — 
Charlie  Wilson’s  War  Was  the  ISO’s  War, 

#921, 26  Sept.  (3,  11) 
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International  Solidarity  Movement — See  Near 
East. 

INTERNATIONALIST  GROUP  (IG)  —And  see 
Longshoremen.  See  also  Venezuela. 

Note  to  IG;  When  in  Hole.  Stop  Digging.  #916, 

6 June  (2.  14) 

IRAN — And  see  also  Afghanistan;  U.S.: 
International  Relations. 

Down  With  U.S.  Provocations  Against  Irani, 
#906.  18  Jan.  (1.  10) 

IRAQ— And  see  Internationalist  Group: 
Longshoremen;  Platypus  Affiliated  Society; 
U.S.:  International  Relations;  Vietnam  Antiwar 
Movement.  See  also  Afghanistan;  Socialist 
Action;  U.S.:  Elections. 

Five  Years  of  Bloody  Imperialist  Occupation — 

All  U.S.  Troops  Out  of  Iraq  Now!,  #912, 

1 1 Apr.  (1 . 2) 

Ireland— See  Britain. 

Islamic  Fundamentalism — See  Canada; 
international  Socialist  Organization;  Turkey. 
See  also  Britain. 

Israel — See  Near  East. 

ITALY 

Mobilize  Labor  in  Defense  of  Roma, 

Immigrants!,  #922,  10  Oct.  (4,  5) 

JAPAN 

Abolish  the  Death  Penalty!  {Spartacist  Japan), 
#912,  11  Apr.  (3.  4.  5) 

Japanese  Communist  Party  (JCP) — See  Japan. 
Jena  Six — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

KAL  007 — See  U.S.;  International  Relations. 
Kosovo — See  Georgia. 

Kurdish  Question— See  Turkey. 

LABOR — And  see  Immigration.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Aerospace 
Workers;  Auto  Workers;  Black  Question; 
Economy;  Longshoremen;  Meatpackers; 
Poland. 

Imperial  Sugar  Explosion;  Capitalists  Profit, 
Workers  Die,  #909,  29  Feb.  (12,  9) 

North  Carolina;  Victory  to  the  Moncure  Plywood 
Workers  Strike!,  #921, 26  Sept.  (10) 

LABOR  BLACK  LEAGUES  (LBLs)— And  see 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign,  Calls  to 
Action.  See  also  Longshoremen;  New  York 
City. 

22nd  Annual  Holiday  Appeal  for  Class-War 
Prisoners— LBL  Speaker;  Mobilize  Labor  Power 
in  Fight  to  Free  Mumia!,  #906,  18  Jan.  (4,  7) 

Latinos — See  Immigration.  See  also  Black 
Question;  Meatpackers. 

League  for  the  Revolutionary  Party — See  Transit 
Workers. 

Lenin.  V.  I. — See  Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also 
History  of  the  Marxist  Movement;  Platypus 
Affiliated  Society;  South  Africa;  U.S.: 
Elections. 

Liga  de  Unidad  Socialists  (LUS,  Mexico) — See 

Socialist  Action. 

Logan.  Bill — See  Bolshevik  Tendency.  See  also 
Internationalist  Group. 

Long  Island.  New  York — See  Civil  Liberties: 
Cases;  Nurses. 

LONGSHOREMEN— And  see  Internationalist 
Group;  Truck  Drivers.  See  also  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign. 

ILWU:  Fight  Racist  Noose  Provocations  at  L.A. 

Ports!,  #905,  4 Jan.  (12.  10) 

As  2008  Contract  Negotiations  Loom — Feds 
Target  ILWU.  #906,  18  Jan.  (12,  11) 

ILWU  Shuts  West  Coast  Ports  on  May  Day, 

#914,  9 May  (12.  11) 

All  Out  to  Defend  Harrison  and  Ruffin!  "War  on 
Terror"  Assault  on  Black  Longshoremen, 

#926,  5 Dec.  (7) 

Los  Angeles — See  Longshoremen.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

Luxemburg.  Rosa — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Marx,  Karl — See  Progressive  Labor  Party.  See 
also  Britain;  Economy;  Woman  Question. 

McKinney.  Cynthia— See  U.S.:  Elections.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

MEATPACKERS — And  see  also  Immigration. 
Smithfield  Plant:  Smash  Anti-Union  RICO  Suit!. 
#909.  29  Feb.  (12.  11) 

MEXICO — And  see  also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Economy;  Food  Crisis. 

Cops  Attack  Cananea  Strike — Defend  Mexican 
Miners  Union!,  #907,  1 Feb.  (7) 

GEM  Speaker  at  April  24  Mexico  City  Mumia 
Protest:  “Unleash  the  Power  of  the  Working 
Class  Internationally".  #914.  9 May  (9) 


Defend  Nationalized  Energy  Industry  Against 
Privatization!.  #916,  6 June  (4.  15) 

Down  With  Campaign  Against  Leftist  Activists!. 
#916,  6 June  (4) 

Mississippi — See  Immigration. 

Mobilization  to  Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal — See 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

Mormons— See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases.  See  also 
Gay  Rights. 

MOVE— See  Abu-Jamal:  Message  from  Death 
Row:  Black  Question;  Civil  Liberties:  MOVE  9. 
See  also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

MOVE  9 — See  Black  Question;  Civil  Liberties: 
MOVE  9.  See  also  Police. 

Murdered  by  Mumia—See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign. 

NAFTA — See  Economy;  Immigration. 

National  Assembly  to  End  the  Iraq  War  and 
Occupation— See  Vietnam  Antiwar  Movement. 

National  Peace  Action  Coalition  (NPAC) — See 
Vietnam  Antiwar  Movement. 

National  Question — See  Quote  of  the  Week.  See 
also  Georgia;  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Mexico. 

National  Security  Agency  (NSA) — See  Civil 
Liberties:  General. 

Nationalism— See  Turkey.  See  also  Venezuela. 

Nationalization — See  Mexico.  See  also 
Venezuela. 

Nazism — See  Germany. 

NEAR  EAST— And  see  Egypt;  Iran;  Iraq; 

Turkey.  See  also  U.S.:  International  Relations. 
Israeli  Butchers  Detain  International  Activists, 
#926,  5 Dec.  (2) 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Three  Years  After  Katrina  Racist  Atrocity — New 
Orleans  Still  in  Ruins.  #921 . 26  Sept.  (12.  11) 

NEW  YORK  CITY — And  see  Civil  Liberties: 
Cases;  Transit  Workers.  See  also  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign;  Progressive  Labor  Party. 
Sean  Bell  Verdict:  Killer  Cops  Walk. ..Again!  For 
Mass  Labor  Action  Against  Racist  Cop  Terror!, 
#914,  9 May  (12.  10) 

New  York  State  Nurses  Association — See  Nurses. 
New  Zealand — See  Bolshevik  Tendency. 

North  Carolina — See  Labor.  See  also 
Meatpackers. 

NORTHERN  IRELAND 

Socialist  Party  Champions  Former  H-Block 
Warden  Turned  Security  Guard  (Workers 
Hammer)  (L),  #919,  29  Aug.  (6,  11) 

Nuclear  Weapons — See  Iran. 

NURSES 

Health  Care  Bosses  Target  Filipino 
Nurses — Defend  the  Sentosa  27!,  #908, 

15  Feb.  (12,  5) 

Oakland — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign; 
Longshoremen;  Truck  Drivers. 

OBITUARIES 

In  Honor  of  Philip  Agee,  1935-2008,  #907, 

1 Feb.  (5) 

Peggy  Dye.  1943-2007,  #910,  14  Mar.  (3) 

In  Memory  of  Polish  Socialist  Ludwik  Hass, 
1918-2008,  #914,  9 May  (5) 

Celia  Hart.  1963-2008.  #922.  10  Oct.  (3) 

Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Administration 
(OSHA) — See  Labor. 

Ohio  7 — See  Partisan  Defense  Committee. 

Pabloism — See  Cuba;  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement. 

Padilla,  Jose — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases.  See 
also  Torture. 

PAKISTAN — And  see  U.S.:  International 
Relations. 

Pakistan  in  Crisis  After  Bhutto  Assassination, 
#905,  4 Jan.  (1.5) 

Palestinians— See  Near  East. 

PARTISAN  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE— And  see 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign,  Calls  to 
Action;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  Death  Penalty; 
Labor  Black  Leagues;  Obituaries;  Puerto 
Rico:  Spartacist  League.  See  also  Bolshevik 
Tendency;  Egypt. 

23rd  Annual  Holiday  Appeal  (CSDN),  #925, 

21  Nov.  (2.  11) 

Parly  for  Socialism  and  Liberation — See  U.S.: 
Elections. 

Pennsylvania — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Civil  Liberties:  MOVE  9. 

Permanent  Revolution — See  Turkey.  See  also 
China;  Cuba;  Mexico;  Socialist  Action;  South 
Africa;  Venezuela. 


Philadelphia— See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign,  Message  from  Death  Row,  Calls 
to  Action;  Black  Question;  Civil  Liberties: 
MOVE  9;  Police.  See  also  U.S.:  Elections. 

Philippines — See  Nurses. 

PKK  (Kurdistan  Workers  Party)— See  Turkey. 

PLATYPUS  AFFILIATED  SOCIETY 
Platypus  Group:  Pseudo-Mancist.  Pro-Imperialist. 
Academic  Claptrap  (YSp),  #908.  15  Feb.  (4.  5) 

POLAND— And  see  Obituaries.  See  also  History 
of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

Why  Trotskyists  Said:  “Stop  Solidarnosc 
Counterrevolution!"(L),  #921,  26  Sept.  (2.  7) 

POLICE— And  see  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign,  Message  from  Death  Row;  Black 
Question;  Britain;  Campus  Repression; 
Canada;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  New  York  City. 
Racist  Philly  Cop  Beating  Caught  on  Tape. 

Again.  #916,  6 June  (5,  7) 

Polygamy — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Popular  Front— See  Germany;  History  of  the 
Marxist  Movement;  South  Africa;  Trotskyism. 

Populism — See  South  Africa;  Venezuela. 

POR  (Revolutionary  Workers  Party)— See  Cuba. 
Prisoners  of  Conscience  Committee — See 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign. 

Prisons — See  Northern  Ireland.  See  also  Black 
Question;  Britain. 

PROGRESSIVE  LABOR  PARTY  (PL)— And 
see  also  U.S.:  Elections;  Woman  Question. 

On  the  Civil  War  and  Slavery— PL  vs.  Karl  Marx 
(and  Abraham  Lincoln),  #919,  29  Aug.  (7,  9) 

Progressive  Party — See  U.S.:  Elections. 

Protectionism — See  Aerospace  Workers;  Auto 
Workers;  China;  Economy. 

PUERTO  RICO 

Defend  Puerto  Rican  Teachers  Strike!,  #909, 

29  Feb.  (2) 

Defend  FMPR  Teachers  Union!  Pro-Imperialist 
SEIU,  AFT  Tops  Knife  Puerto  Rico  Strikers. 
#910,  14  Mar.  (12,  11) 

QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 
Bourgeois  Democracy  and  Proletarian 
Revolution  (V.  I.  Lenin),  #905,  4 Jan.  (2) 

For  the  Communism  of  Lenin,  Luxemburg  and 
Liebknecht!  (Militant),  #906.  18  Jan.  (2) 

For  the  Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat! 

(V.l.  Lenin).  #907.  1 Feb.  (2) 

Black  Liberation  and  the  Struggle  for  Workers 
Revolution  (Richard  S.  Fraser),  #908. 

15  Feb.  (2) 

For  Women's  Liberation  Through  Socialist 
Revolution!  (V.l.  Lenin).  #909.  29  Feb.  (2) 

For  the  Right  of  All  Nations  to  Self- 
Determination!  (V.l.  Lenin),  #910,  14  Mar.  (2) 
Imperialism  and  World  Economy  (Nikolai 
Bukharin),  #911,  28  Mar.  (2) 

For  Class-Struggle  Defense!  (James  P Cannon). 
#912,  11  Apr.  (2) 

Mobilize  Labor's  Power  to  Free  All  Class-War 
Prisoners!  (Labor  Defender) . #913,  25  Apr.  (2) 
For  the  Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat!  (Leon 
Trotsky).  #914,  9 May  (2) 

Defeat  Imperialism  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

(Rosa  Luxemburg),  #915,  23  May  (2) 

The  Fraud  of  Bourgeois  Democracy  (V.  I.  Lenin). 
#916,  6 June  (2) 

Economic  Planning  and  Workers  Democracy 
(Leon  Trotsky).  #917.  4 July  (2) 

For  a Class-Struggle  Workers  Party!  (James  P 
Cannon).  #918, 1 Aug.  (2) 

Bolshevik  Policy  on  Self-Determination  (Leon 
Trotsky),  #919.  29  Aug.  (2) 

The  Bolshevik  Press  and  the  Fight  for  Workers 
Revolution  (V.l.  Lenin).  #920,  12  Sept.  (2) 
Proletarian  Road  to  Black  Freedom  (Marxist 
Bulletin  No.  5 [Revised]),  #921,  26  Sept.  (2) 

On  the  Need  for  Marxist  Leadership  (V.  I.  Lenin). 
#923.  24  Oct.  (2) 

Against  Illusions  in  Bourgeois  Democracy 
(V.l.  Lenin).  #924.  7 Nov.  (2) 

Bourgeois  Liberalism  vs.  Black  Liberation  (Max 
Shachtman).  #925.  21  Nov.  (2) 

No  Illusions  in  False  "Friends  of  Labor"!  (James 
R Cannon).  #926.  5 Dec.  (2) 

Rebel  Diaz — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Religion — See  Britain;  Canada;  Civil  Liberties: 
Cases;  Gay  Rights;  Turkey. 

Respect  Coalition— See  Britain. 

Revolutionary  Communist  Party — See  Torture. 

See  also  Afghanistan;  Black  Question;  China; 
U.S.:  Elections. 

Revolutionary  Integrationism— See  Black 
Question. 

Revolutionary  Marxist  Caucus  (RMC)— See 
Woman  Question. 
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Revolutionary  Marxist  Current — See  Venezuela. 
Revolutionary  Tendency  (RT) — See  Cuba. 
Rifondazione  Comunista  (PRC) — See  Italy. 

Roma  (Gypsies) — See  Italy. 

ROSENBERG,  JULIUS  AND  ETHEL 
Cold  War  Ideologues  Want  to  Kill  Them 
Again — Hail  the  Heroic  Rosenbergsl, 

#923.  24  Oct.  (12,  10.  11) 

Russia — See  Georgia. 

Russian  Question — See  Australia;  Poland; 
Rosenberg.  Julius  and  Ethel.  See  also 
Bolshevik  Tendency;  Britain. 

Russian  Revolution  of  1917 — See  History  of  the 
Marxist  Movement. 

Sacco  and  Vanzetti— See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

San  Francisco — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Longshoremen. 

San  Francisco  Eight — See  Civil  Liberties;  Cases. 
Security  Guards — See  Northern  Ireland. 

Sentosa  27 — See  Nurses. 

Serbia — See  Georgia. 

Sen/ice  Employees  International  Union  (SEIU) — 
See  Immigration;  Puerto  Rico. 

Sexuality — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases.  See  also 
Bolshevik  Tendency;  Gay  Rights. 

Shachtman.  Max— See  Quote  of  the  Week.  See 
also  Black  Question;  Rosenberg,  Julius  and 
Ethel. 

Share  Croppers'  Union  (SCU) — See  Black 
Question. 

Sharpton,  Al — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Sichuan  Earthquake — See  China. 

Smerconish,  Michael — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign. 

Smithfield  Packing  Co. — See  Meatpackers. 

SOCIALIST  ACTION — And  see  also  Abu>Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign;  Cuba;  Venezuela. 

ICL's  Trotskyism  vs.  Socialist  Action  Reformism. 
#917.  4 July  (6.  7.  8.  9) 

Socialist  Alternative  (SAIt.  Australia) — 

See  Australia. 

Socialist  Appeal— See  Britain. 

Socialist  Party  (Britain) — See  Northern  Ireland. 
See  also  Britain. 

Socialist  Party  (U.S.) — See  Black  Question. 

Socialist  Workers  Party  (Britain) — See  Britain. 

See  also  International  Socialist  Organization. 

Socialist  Workers  Party  (U.S.) — See  Vietnam 
Antiwar  Movement.  See  also  Black  Question; 
Cuba;  History  of  the  Marxist  Movement; 
Rosenberg,  Julius  and  Ethel;  U.S.:  Elections. 

Solidarnosc — See  Obituaries;  Poland.  See  also 
History  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— And  see  also  Food  Crisis. 
Zuma's  ANC:  Repackaging  Capitalist 
Enslavement — For  a Black-Centered  Workers 
Government!,  #911,  28  Mar.  (1.  6.  7,  8.  9) 
Mobilize  Trade  Unions  Against  Anti-Immigrant 
Terror!,  #915,  23  May  (1, 9) 

ANC  Palace  Coup  Rattles  South  Africa.  #922. 
lOOct.  (12.  10. 11) 

South  African  Communist  Party  (SACP) — 

See  South  Africa. 

Southern  Tenant  Farmers’  Union  (STFU) — 

See  Black  Question. 

Soviet  Union — See  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  International  Socialist 
Organization;  Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also 
Afghanistan;  Britain;  China;  Georgia;  Turkey; 
U.S.:  International  Relations. 

SPARTACIST  LEAGUE— And  see  Civil 
Liberties:  Cases;  Vietnam  Antiwar  Movement. 
See  also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign; 

Black  Question;  Bolshevik  Tendency;  Cuba; 
Obituaries;  Poland. 

Chicago  Holiday  Appeal  Speech— ‘Join  Us  in 
the  Fight  for  a Socialist  Future!".  #905. 

4 Jan.  (2) 

SL  Speaker  at  Chicago  United-Front  Protest — 
■Join  Us  in  the  Fight  for  a Workers  America!", 
#914.  9 May  (6)* 

SL  Speaker...  (C).  #917,  4 July  (2) 

SPARTACUS  YOUTH  CLUBS— And  see 
Campus  Repression;  Education;  Platypus 
Affiliated  Society;  Torture. 

Reformist  Left:  Traitors  to  the  Working  Class 
(YSp),  #906.  18  Jan.  (5) 

SYC  Speaker  at  Chicago  United-Front  Rally— 
"Mumia's  Fight  Is  the  Fight  of  All  the 
Oppressed"  (YSp).  #916,  6 June  (6,  7) 
Stalinism — See  China;  Poland.  See  also  Cuba; 
History  of  the  Marxist  Movement;  Rosenberg, 
Julius  and  Ethel;  Socialist  Action;  South 
Africa;  Turkey. 


Students  for  a Democratic  Society  (SDS)— 

See  Campus  Repression;  Education;  Woman 
Question. 

Sugar  Workers — See  Labor. 

Supreme  Court— See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Death  Penalty. 

Syria— See  U.S.:  International  Relations. 
Teachers — See  Puerto  Rico. 

Teamsters — See  Auto  Workers;  Truck  Drivers. 
Texas— See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Thayer,  Andy — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Tibet — See  Canada;  China;  Spartacist  League. 
Tiller,  Dr.  George — See  Abortion. 

Today  Show — See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign. 

Tolson,  Melvin  B. — See  Black  Question. 

TORTURE — And  see  Civil  Liberties:  General, 
Cases. 

Torture,  Lies  and  Videotape,  #905,  4 Jan. 

(1.4.  5) 

Berkeley  Protest  Against  John  Yoo.  Architect  of 
Torture  (YSp).  #916.  6 June  (7) 

TRANSIT  WORKERS-And  see  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Labor  Black 
Leagues. 

Democrats  Put  Chicago  Transit  Workers  on  the 
Chopping  Block.  #906,  18  Jan.  (2.  10) 
Chicago  Transit— Down  With  Racist,  Anti-Union 
"Ex-Offender  Apprentice"  Scheme!,  #923, 

24  Oct.  (2.  11) 

As  MTA  Demands  Layoffs  and  Cuts — TWU 
Local  100  Tops  Sign  No-Strike  Pledge.  #926. 
5 Dec.  (3,  12) 

Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU)— See  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign;  Labor  Black  Leagues; 
Transit  Workers. 

Trotsky,  Leon — See  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.:  General. 
See  also  Black  Question;  Britain;  China; 
Economy;  South  Africa;  Turkey;  U.S.: 
Elections;  Venezuela;  Vietnam  Antiwar 
Movement. 

Trotskyism — See  Cuba;  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Obituaries;  Poland;  Socialist  Action; 
U.S.:  General.  See  also  China;  Venezuela. 

TRUCK  DRIVERS 

For  a Class-Struggle  Fight  to  Organize  Port 
Truckers!,  #916.  6 June  (3.  13) 

TURKEY 

Women  and  the  Permanent  Revolution  (Spartakist) 
(W&R),  #916,  6 June  (8.  9.  10.  11.  12.  13) 
UCLA — See  Education. 

Ukraine — See  History  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 
United  Auto  Workers  (UAW) — See  Auto  Workers. 

United  Food  and  Commercial  Workers  (UFCW)— 
See  Meatpackers.  See  also  Immigration. 

United  Front — See  Bolshevik  Tendency. 

United  Secretariat  (USec) — See  Cuba. 

UNITED  STATES 

• General— And  see  Black  Question;  Civil 
Liberties;  General;  Economy;  Gay  Rights; 

New  Orleans;  Spartacist  League.  See  also 
Abortion;  Auto  Workers;  Civil  Liberties: 

Cases;  Death  Penalty;  Immigration; 

Spartacus  Youth  Clubs;  Torture. 

On  John  Dewey  (L).  #924,  7 Nov.  (2) 

• Elections— And  see  Gay  Rights;  Quote  of  the 
Week;  Workers  World  Party.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Afghanistan; 
Black  Question;  Civil  Liberties:  General, 
Cases;  Economy;  Georgia;  Longshoremen; 
Progressive  Labor  Party;  Spartacist  League. 
The  Obama  Campaign  and  the  "End  of  Racism" 

Myth,  #906.  18  Jan.  (1.8,  9.  10) 

Obama's  Speech:  "National  Unity"  in  Service  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  #911, 28  Mar.  (1,  2) 

Obama,  Clinton;  No  Friends  of  Workers.  Blacks, 
the  Oppressed,  #913.  25  Apr.  (1,  9.  10.  11) 

On  Green  Party’s  Candidate  (L).  #913. 

25  Apr.  (2) 

Democrats,  Republicans.  Greens;  Class 
Enemies  of  Workers.  Oppressed.  #917, 

4 July  (1,9,  10) 

On  Bourgeois  "Third  Parties"  and  the  1948 
Henry  Wallace  Campaign,  #918,  1 Aug.  (3. 11) 
Why  Marxists  Oppose  Capitalist  McKinney/Green 
Party  Campaign  (L).  #919,  29  Aug.  (3.  4.  5) 
Obama  Offers  Facelift  for  U.S.  Imperialism. 

#920.  12  Sept.  (1.8.  9) 

Elections  2008:  Economic  Crisis  and  Imperialist 
War.  #923.  24  Oct.  (1 . 8.  9) 

Bourgeois  Elections  and  the  Imperial 
Presidency— Fight  for  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party!.  #924,  7 Nov.  (1.9,  10,  11) 
Obama;  Commander-in-Chief  of  Racist  U.S. 
Imperialism.  #925,  21  Nov.  (1. 2) 

• international  Relations— And  see  Afghanistan; 


Cuba;  Georgia;  International  Socialist 
Organization;  Iran;  Iraq;  Longshoremen; 
Pakistan;  Platypus  Affiliated  Society;  Torture. 
See  also  Aerospace  Workers;  China:  Civil 
Liberties:  Cases;  Economy;  Food  Crisis; 
Obituaries;  Puerto  Rico;  Turkey;  U.S.: 
Elections;  Venezuela. 

Article  Confirms:  WVTold  the  Truth  About 
KAL  007  (E).  #905.  4 Jan.  (3) 

U.S.  Strikes  Pakistan.  Syria — U.S.  War  Criminals: 
Hands  Off  the  World!.  #924,  7 Nov.  (12.  11) 

University  of  California.  Berkeley — See  Torture. 

VENEZUELA— And  see  also  Cuba;  Socialist 
Action. 

Opportunist  Left  and  the  Chavez  Referendum — 
Break  with  Bourgeois  Populism!  For  Workers 
Revolution!,  #907.  1 Feb.  (12.  8.  9.  10) 
Clarification;  On  Celia  Hart  and  Chavez 
Referendum.  #919.  29  Aug.  (2) 

VIETNAM  ANTIWAR  MOVEMENT 

The  Vietnam  Antiwar  Movement  and  the 
National  Peace  Action  Coalition — Icon  of 
Sellouts  and  Renegades  (YSp),  #920, 

12  Sept.  (3.  7) 

Wallace,  Henry- See  Quote  of  the  Week; 

Workers  World  Party.  See  also  U.S.:  Elections. 

"War  on  Terror"— See  Britain;  Civil  Liberties: 
General,  Cases;  Longshoremen;  Pakistan. 

See  also  Truck  Drivers. 

Warren,  Michael  and  Evelyn — See  Civil  Liberties: 
Cases. 

Weatherman/Weather  Underground — See  U.S.: 
Elections. 

White.  John — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

WOMAN  QUESTION— And  see  Abortion; 
Canada;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  Quote  of  the 
Week;  Turkey. 

“The  Fight  for  Women’s  Liberation" — 
Revolutionary  Marxists  at  December  1969 
SDS  Conference  (YSp).  #910,  14  Mar. 

(4.  5.  6.  7) 

WORKERS  VANGUARD  —And  see  U.S.: 
International  Relations. 

Workers  Vanguard  Subscription  Drive 
2008  Quotas,  #919.  29  Aug.  (3) 

Week  One  Totals.  #920.  12  Sept.  (6) 

Week  Three  Totals,  #921 . 26  Sept.  (9) 

Week  Five  Totals,  #922,  10  Oct.  (6) 

Final  Totals.  #923.  24  Oct.  (9) 

Statement  of  Ownership,  Management,  and 
Circulation.  #922.  10  Oct.  (8) 

2008  Subscription  Drive — WV  Welcomes  New 
Readers,  #926,  5 Dec.  (6) 

WORKERS  WORLD  PARTY  (WWP)— And  see 
also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Civil 
Liberties:  Hales,  Larry;  Economy;  U.S.: 
Elections. 

On  Sam  Marcy  and  1948  Wallace  Campaign  (L), 
#919,  29  Aug.  (2) 

Workplace  Safety — See  Labor. 

World  Can't  Wait — See  Torture. 

World  Social  Forum — See  South  Africa. 

World  Trade  Organization — See  Food  Crisis. 
YOUTH  RIGHTS 

On  Age  of  Adulthood  (L).  #918.  1 Aug.  (2) 

Zimbabwe — See  South  Africa. 


Bound  Volumes 

WORKERS  URKCORRP 

Newspaper  of  the 
Spartacist  League/U.S. 

Now  Available 
Volume  37  (Jan.-Dee.  2006) 

$90  each  (includes  postage) 

Volumes  1 to  36,  1970  through  2005 
include  one  year  of  WV  except: 
Volume  1 includes  1970-73 
Volumes  4 to  9 include 
six  months  each,  1976-78 
(Vol.  36  currently  out  of  stock) 

$35  each  (includes  postage) 

All  volumes  are  indexed  and 
available  on  microfilm 

Discounts  available  for  orders 
of  four  or  more  volumes. 

Order  from/make  checks  payable  to; 
Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116 
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2008  SUBJECT  INDEX  Issues  No.  905  (4  January)  through  No.  926  (5  December) 


ABORTION 

Drop  the  Charges  Against  Dr.  George  Tiller!, 
#924.  7 Nov.  (2,  9) 

ABU-JAMAL,  MUMIA 

• Defense  Campaign— And  see  Bolshevik 
Tendency;  Germany;  Labor  Black  Leagues; 
Mexico;  Spartacist  League.  See  also  Death 
Penalty;  Japan;  Obituaries;  Partisan  Defense 
Committee;  Police;  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs; 
U.S.:  Elections. 

Protesters  Counter  New  Drive  to  Execute 
Mumia,  #905,  4 Jan.  (12,  11) 

PDC  Fact  Sheet:  Big  Lies  in  the  Service  of  Legal 
Lynching.  #905,  4 Jan.  (6.  7.  8,  9,  10) 

NYC  Holiday  Appeal  Speech — Class-Struggle 
Defense  and  the  Fight  to  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal,  #908,  15  Feb.  (3,  11) 
Pennsylvania  Court  Rejects  Mumia  Abu-Jamal’s 
Appeal— Federal  Court  Decision  Due.  #909, 
29  Feb.  (3) 

PDC  Speaker  at  SL  Black  History  Month  Forum: 
Mumia's  Freedom  Would  Be  a Victory  for  the 
International  Working  Class,  #91 1 , 

28  Mar.  (3.  11) 

Open  Letter  to  Fighters  for  Mumia’s 
Freedom — For  Mass  Labor  Mobilizations  to 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  For  United-Front 
Action!,  #912,  11  Apr.  (6) 

PDC  Press  Release:  Free  Mumia  Now!  Third 
Circuit  Court  Upholds  Frame-Up  Conviction 
of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal.  Orders  Hearing  to 
Reinstate  Death  Penalty  or  Entomb  Him  for 
Life.  #912,  11  Apr.  (7,  11) 

Worldwide  Emergency  Protests  Against  Federal 
Court  Ruling,  #912, 11  Apr.  (8.  9) 

International  Protests  Demand:  Mumia  Must  Be 
Freed  Now!.  #913,  25  Apr,  (12.  4.  5,  6)* 
International  Protests  Demand...  (C),  #915, 

23  May  (3) 

International  Protests  Demand...  (C),  #917, 

4 July  (2) 

PDC  Speaker  at  Toronto  United-Front  Protest, 
#913,  25  Apr.  (5) 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Radio  Interview — "Frederick 
Douglass  Taught  Us  That  Power  Concedes 
Nothing  Without  a Demand”.  #913, 

25  Apr.  (7,  8) 

Partisan  Defense  Committee  International 
Campaign — Protests  Demand:  Free  Mumia 
Now!,  #914,  9 May  (1,  7,  8,  9.  10) 

PDC  Speaker  at  Chicago  United-Front  Rally, 
#915,  23  May  (12.  10.  11) 

New  Legal  Papers  Filed.  #917,  4 July  (3) 

Third  Circuit  Court  Turns  Down  Appeal,  #918, 

1 Aug.  (12.  11) 

Supreme  Court  Bars  Evidence  of  Innocence, 
#922.  10  Oct.  (3,  5) 

Philadelphia  D.A.  Seeks  Death  for  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal.  #923,  24  Oct.  (12) 

• Message  from  Death  Row 

Guinness  Records:  Massacre  or  Suicide?,  #907 

I Feb.  (11) 

When  Courts  Go  Wrong.  #913,  25  Apr.  (6) 
Philadelphia:  City  of  Brotherly  Thugs,  #915, 

23  May  (11) 

• Calls  to  Action 

All  Out  for  United-Front  Mobilizations!  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent!  Free  Mumia  Now! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!,  #912, 

I I Apr.  (1 , 9) 

Mobilize  Now  for  United-Front  Protests! 

Oakland,  Toronto,  Chicago.  Los  Angeles, 

#912,  11  Apr.  (7) 

Join  the  PDC/LBL  Class-Struggle  Contingent  in 
Philadelphia,  #912,  11  Apr.  (7) 

Mobilize  for  United-Front  Protests!  Chicago,  Los 
Angeles,  #913,  25  Apr.  (8) 

AEROSPACE  WORKERS 
Victory  to  the  lAM  Boeing  Strike!,  #920, 

12  Sept,  (12.  11) 

lAM  Boeing  Strikers  Hold  Firm.  #922, 

10  Oct.  (7) 

lAM  Tops  Cave  In  to  Boeing — Strike  Settlement 
Opens  Door  to  Job  Cuts,  #926,  5 Dec.  (4) 

AFGHANISTAN — And  see  International 
Socialist  Organization;  Iraq.  See  also  Britain; 
Canada;  History  of  the  Marxist  Movement; 


GUIDE  TO  THE  SUBJECT  INDEX 

• This  subject  index  covers  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard  pub- 
lished during  2008,  from  issue  No.  905  (4  January)  through 
the  end-of-the-year  issue  No.  926  (5  December).  During  this 
time,  WV  was  published  biweekly,  except  skipping  three 
alternate  issues  in  June.  July  and  August,  and  skipping  the 
last  issue  In  December. 

• The  fullest  listing  is  by  SUBJECT.  Subject  headings  are 
arranged  alphabetically.  Entries  are  listed  chronologically 
with  two  exceptions:  all  entries  comprising  a series  are 
listed  together  immediately  following  the  first  entry  of  the 
series:  corrections  immediately  follow  the  relevant  entry.  An 
asterisk  (*)  after  the  page  location  of  an  entry  indicates  that 
a correction  follows. 

• Entries  are  listed  under  subject  heads.  In  some  cases,  sub- 
ject heads  are  broken  down  into  subcategories-  These 
subcategories  are  listed  immediately  after  the  initial  subject 
head  and  preceded  by  a dot  (•)  The  numbers  following 
each  entry  headline  give  the  issue  number,  date  and  page 
number(s)  for  the  article.  Thus: 

Victory  to  the  lAM  Boeing  Strike!.  #920,  12  Sept.  (12,  11} 
means  the  headline  of  the  article,  issue  No.  920,  dated  12 
September  2008  beginning  on  page  12  and  continuing  on 
page  1 1 . 

• No  entry  is  listed  twice;  refer  to  cross-references  tor  guid- 
ance in  locating  the  subject  head  for  particular  articles. 
Cross-references  are  of  two  types:  those  following  the 
word  “see”  deal  centrally  with  the  subject  head:  those  fol- 
lowing the  words  'see  also"  are  related  articles.  Subject 
heads  in  cross-references  are  separated  by  a semicolon, 
while  subcategories  of  subject  heads  are  separated  by  a 
comma.  Thus: 

Padilla,  Jose — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases.  See  also 
Torture. 

means  that  articles  about  Jose  Padilla  can  be  found  by 


going  to  the  subject  head  CIVIL  LIBERTIES  and  looking 
under  the  subcategory  Cases  Related  articles  can  be 
found  by  going  to  the  subject  head  TORTURE 
» Individuals  mentioned  in  articles  are  usually  not  a subject 
heading  unless  the  article  is  primarily  about  the  given  per- 
son. Foreign  political  organizations  are  generally  cross- 
referenced  to  their  appropriate  countries,  while  U.S.  political 
organizations  are  listed  under  their  organizational  names. 

» Articles  relating  to  foreign  countries  are  listed  under  geo- 
graphical headings  and  not  normally  under  any  other  sub- 
ject heading.  Articles  which  deal  centrally  with  U.S.  foreign 
policy  will  be  found  under  U.S.:  International  Relations  or 
under  the  relevant  geographical  heading.  For  example,  arti- 
cles about  the  U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq  will  be  found  under 
IRAQ 

• Articles  on  protests  or  repression  that  take  place  on  a cam- 
pus will  generally  be  found  under  the  subject  of  the  protest 
or  repression.  Repression  on  miscellaneous  subjects  will 
be  found  under  CAMPUS  REPRESSION 
‘ The  periodic  columns  by  death  row  political  prisoner  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  are  listed  under  the  subject  heading  ABU- 
JAMAL  in  the  subcategory  Message  from  Death  Row; 
articles  on  his  case  and  the  campaign  to  free  him  are  usu- 
ally in  the  subcategory  Defense  Campaign 
-Articles  under  the  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes  (CSDN) 
masthead  are  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  a class- 
struggle,  non-sectarian,  legal  and  social  defense  organiza- 
tion associated  with  the  Spartacist  League. 

- Abbreviations  used  in  entries  are: 

C:  Correction 

CSDN:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes  article 
E:  Editorial  Note 
L Letter 
S;  Series 

W&R:  Women  and  Revolution  article 
YSp;  Young  Spartacus  article 


Longshoremen;  Pakistan;  U.S.:  Elections, 
International  Relations. 

U.S.  Imperialists  Out  of  Afghanistan,  Iraq!,  #918, 
1 Aug.  (1.9.  10) 

AFL-CIO — See  Economy;  Immigration. 

Agee,  Philip — See  Obituaries. 

Agriculture — See  Food  Crisis. 

Amalgamated  Transit  Union  (ATU) — See  Transit 
Workers. 

American  Axle  Strike— See  Auto  Workers. 

American  Federation  of  Teachers  (AFT) — 

See  Puerto  Rico. 

American  International  Group  (AIG)~ 

See  Economy. 

Anti-Communism— See  China;  International 
Socialist  Organization;  Rosenberg.  Julius  and 
Ethel. 

Archives  of  the  Marxist  Movement — See  History  of 
the  Marxist  Movement. 

AUSTRALIA 

Socialist  Alternative:  Cheerleaders  for  Capitalist 
Counterrevolution,  #913,  25  Apr.  (3) 

AUTO  WORKERS 

Victory  to  UAW  American  Axle  Strike!,  #910, 

14  Mar.  (9) 

Reinstate  Freightliner  Five  Now!,  #915,  23  May 
(3.11)* 

On  the  Kennedys’  Vendetta  Against  Hoffa  (L) 

(C),  #918,  1 Aug.  (2) 

Bosses  Declare  War  on  UAW  Workers,  #926, 

5 Dec.  (1,11,12) 

Bell,  Michael — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Bell,  Sean — See  New  York  City. 

Berliner  Bundnis  fur  Mumia  [Berlin  Coalition  for 
Mumia)— See  Germany. 

Bhutto,  Benazir — See  Pakistan. 

Biofuels — See  Food  Crisis. 

Black  Liberation  Army— See  Civil  Liberties: 

Cases. 

Black  Panther  Party— See  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 
Campaign;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

BLACK  QUESTION — And  see  Abu-Jamal: 
Defense  Campaign,  Message  from  Death 
Row;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  Longshoremen; 
New  Orleans;  Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.: 
Elections.  See  also  Abu-Jamal:  Calls  to 
Action;  Death  Penalty;  Economy;  Gay  Rights; 
Labor;  Labor  Black  Leagues;  Meatpackers; 
Police;  Progressive  Labor  Party;  Transit 
Workers. 


Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 
For  a Workers  America!,  #908,  15  Feb. 

(1,  6.  7.  8,  9) 

Remember  May  1985  MOVE  Massacre,  #914, 

9 May  (2,  3) 

Thirty  Years  After — We  Will  Not  Forget  Racist 
Police  Assault  on  Philly  MOVE  (CSDN),  #918, 
1 Aug.  (2.  5) 

Boston:  1970s  Fight  For  School  Integration — As 
Racist  Mobs  Rampaged.  Liberals  and 
Reformists  Knifed  Busing  (YSp).  #921, 

26  Sept.  (4,  5.  6) 

Communist  Organizing  in  the  Jim  Crow 
South — What’s  Not  in  The  Great  Debaters  (by 
Don  Cane  and  Jacob  Zorn).  #925,  21  Nov. 

(4.  5.  6,  7,  11) 

Boeing  Strike — See  Aerospace  Workers. 

BOLSHEVIK  TENDENCY  (BT)-And  see  also 

Abu-Jamal:  Defense  Campaign;  Britain; 

Internationalist  Group. 

The  Inedible  in  Defense  of  the  Unspeakable  (L) 
#913,  25  Apr.  (2.  11) 

BT  on  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Campaign — Running 
Dogs  for  the  Reformist  Left,  #920,  12  Sept. 

(2.  10,  11) 

Bill  Logan:  PR  Man  for  New  Zealand  Capitalism. 
#920,  12  Sept,  (10) 

Boston — See  Black  Question. 

BRITAIN — And  see  also  Abu-Jamal:  Defense 

Campaign;  Northern  Ireland. 

Respect  Coalition  Divorces  SWP  {Workers 
Hammer),  #907,  1 Feb.  (3.  4,  5,  6) 

Reformist  “Socialists”  Embrace  Cops  and  Prison 
Guards  (Workers  Hammer).  #908, 

15  Feb,  (2, 10) 

Craven  Reformists  Back  Cops  {Workers 
Hammer).  #914,  9 May  (4.  5) 

Oliver  Cromwell  and  the  English  Revolution 
{Workers  Hammer).  #918,  1 Aug.  (6.  7.  8.  9) 

Down  With  Chauvinist  Language  Policy  at 
London  Campus!  {Workers  Hammer),  #924, 

7 Nov.  (3) 

Bukharin.  Nikolai— See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Bureau  of  Immigration  and  Customs  Enforcement 

(I  C E.) — See  Immigration.  See  also  Economy. 

Busing — See  Black  Question. 

California— See  Gay  Rights. 

Campus  Protest — See  Education;  Torture. 

CAMPUS  REPRESSION  — And  see  Education. 

Drop  Charges  Against  Evergreen  6!  Reinstate 
Olympia  SDS!  (YSp),  #914,  9 May  (3) 

continued  on  page  13 


16 


5 DECEMBER  2008 


